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Australia cancels Kanye West visa over ‘Heil Hitler’ song

Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Australia has cancelled Us
rapper Kanye West’s visa
over his song glorifying Nazi
leader Adolf Hitler, the gov-
ernment said Wednesday.
The 48-year-old musician,
who has legally changed his
name to Ye, released “Heil Hit-
ler” on May 8, the 80th anni-
versary of the defeat of Nazi
Germany in World War 1II.
West -- whose wife Bianca
Censori is Australian -- has
been coming to Australia for
some time because he has fam-
ily in the country, Home Af-

fairs Minister Tony Burke said.

“He’s made a lot of offensive
comments. But my officials
looked at it again once he re-
leased the ‘Heil Hitler’ song
and he no longer has a valid
visa in Australia.”

Burke said the rapper’s can-
celled visa was not intended
for holding concerts.

“Itwas alower level, and the
officials still looked at the law
and said: You’re going to have
asong and promote that sort of
Nazism -- we don’t need that
in Australia,” he told public
broadcaster ABC.

Asked if it was sustainable to

bar such a popular figure, the
minister said: “I think what’s
not sustainable is to import
hatred.”

But he said immigration of-
ficials reassess each visa ap-
plication.

‘Importing bigotry’

Australian citizens have
freedom of speech, Burke
added.

“But we have enough prob-
lems in this country already
without deliberately importing
bigotry.”

Kanye West’s “Heil Hitler”
song stirred public opposition

last week in Slovakia when it
was announced he would be
playing a concert there in July.
More than 3,000 people signed
a petition against West’s perfor-
mance in the Slovak capital.
The rapper -- a vocal sup-
porter of US President Donald
Trump -- is “repeatedly and
openly adhering to symbols
and ideology connected with
the darkest period of modern
global history”, two groups be-
hind the petition said.
“Kanye West’s concert in
our city and our country is an
insult to historic memory, a
glorification of wartime vio-

lence and debasement
of all victims of the Nazi
regime,” the petition
read.

In the “Heil Hitler”
clip, dozens of Black
men -- wearing animal
pelts and masks, and
standing in a block for-
mation -- chant the title
of the song, as West raps
about being misunder-
stood and about his cus-
tody battle with ex-wife
Kim Kardashian.

The song ends with an ex-
tract of a speech by the Nazi
dictator.

Kanye West

Robert Downey Jr’s faith in entertainment industry

Sean Combs

Acquitted
of racketeering,
sex trafficking

® Guilty of
prostitution charges

Denied bail
pending sentencing

Bang Showbiz | Los
Angeles

usic mogul
Sean “Diddy”
Combs was found
not guilty of rack-
eteering and
sex trafficking
Wednesday
but convicted
of a less seri-
ous prostitu-
tion charge
Sean “Diddy” Combs

cleared of top charges

after a high-profile marathon
trial in New York.

Combs was denied bail after
the jury found him guilty of
two counts of transportation to
engage in prostitution, each of
which carries a maximum sen-
tence of 10 years in prison.

But the 55-year-old hip-hop
pioneer -- once one of music’s
most powerful figures -- was ac-
quitted of a major racketeering
charge and two sex trafficking
charges that could have sent him
to prison for life.

Combs bowed his head, qui-
etly pumping his fists in his lap
and bringing his hands together
in prayer as the verdict was read
out. At one point, he looked to-
wards the ceiling, appearing to
express deep relief.

He shook hands with one of
his lawyers and mouthed thanks
to the eight-man, four-wom-
an jury as they filed out of the
courtroom.

He then fell to his knees at

the defense table, where he had
spent two months wondering
if he would live out his days in
a cell.

The verdict came after seven
weeks of intense testimony, dur-
ing which prosecutors accused
Combs of being the boss of a
decades-long criminal enter-
prise, directing loyal employees
and bodyguards to commit myr-
iad offenses at his behest.

Jurors had been deadlocked
on the racketeering charge on
Tuesday -- but Judge Arun Sub-
ramanian instructed them to
keep working.
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reaffirmed after Marvel co-star’s rise to fame

Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

obert Downey Jr. says Pedro
ascal’s “slow trajectory” to
becoming a “household name”
has reaffirmed his “faith” in the

entertainment industry.

The acting heavyweights have
grown close after shooting forth-
coming Marvel film Avengers:
Doomsday, and Downey Jr. is de-
lighted to see Pascal is on a “wildly
hot streak” after a gradual rise to

coming a household name

is on a wildly hot streak kind of
reaffirms my faith in our industry.”

Pascal’s breakout role came in
2014 when he portrayed Oberyn
Martell in Game of Thrones, and

he went on to play Javier Pe
Netflix crime show Narcos.
More recently, Pascal told

Avengers cast “homework”
ahead of starring in Doomsd

he heads to Downey Jr.s house for

which he will play Reed Richards/
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how
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Speaking about Downey
Jr. - who will play Victor von
Doom/ Doctor Doom in the
2026 movie - the 50-year-

Olivia Munn claims director tried
to ‘ruin her chances’ of getting
roles after on set disagreement

Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

separate movie studio that
she’d been difficult and un-
professional on set.

She added: “I was on the
one-yard-line for the movie
and my manager calls me and
says, ‘Hey, you’re gonna get
the role.

“But first, I guess there’s
another director who they
know and he says that on The
Newsroom you were late all
the time and really combat-
ive’.

“I lived seven minutes

from there. I

livia Munn has alleged

a director tried to “ruin
her chances” of working af-
ter a disagreement on set.

The 44-year-old actress
has recalled working on HBO
series The Newsroom when
an incident with unnamed
director led to them trying
to prevent her from landing
future roles.

Appearing on Dax Shep-
herd’s Armchair Expert pod-
cast, she said: “There was a
storyline where my charac-

“And I’'m like, “‘Why she’s
busy doing this?’ Or,
‘Can you stop and
snuggle up to him
or flirt with him?’
Or, ‘Can you
give him
a kiss?’
And
I’ m
like,
‘This
is in

try-
ing to
bash

me.

old actor said: “He’s just
so immediately generous
and inviting that you feel
like you can be afraid, you
can be hungry, you can be
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