SATURDAY, JULY 4, 2020

news of bahral

23,318 recoveries, 584,070 tests, 95 deaths

Global cases reach over 11,061,500 and deaths 525,530, GCC cases top 470,000

TDT | Manama

64-year-old Bahraini man
Ais the latest casualty to

the coronavirus (CoOv-
ID-19) outbreak in the Kingdom,
which has claimed 95 lives as of
yesterday.

Bahrain’s Ministry of Health
announced the death on its twit-
ter handle yesterday and offered
condolences to the family of the
deceased.

No further details of the
victim or his family were
released.

As of yesterday, there are 58
active coronavirus patients in
the Kingdom, receiving treat-
ment at various facilities, of
which 48 people are in a critical
condition.

Some 4,949 cases of the total
4,997 active cases are stable.

The country has also reported
curing 23,318 patients of their
infections, after conducting
584,070 tests.

Health authorities conducted
a total of 9,965 tests yesterday to
detect 573 new cases and report
735 additional recoveries.

The Kingdom reported its first
case on 21 February 2020 when
a school bus driver, who came
from Iran via Dubai, tested pos-
itive to the virus.
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The cases continued to spike
rapidly afterwards resulting in
the Kingdom imposing strict
preventive measures, though it
didn’t impose strict lockdown,

unlike immediate neighbours.
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Mosques opening delayed

for fear of a spike in cases.

Bahrain recently also delayed
again the reopening of mosques

cil for Islamic Affairs unan-
imously decided at an online
meeting Wednesday to keep the
mosques closed, citing a contin-
ued increase in infections and
deaths.

However, the decision will be
reviewed every two weeks by
the Supreme Council for Islamic
Affairs, the National Task Team
for Confronting COVID-19, the
Ministry of Justice and Islam-
ic Affairs as well as the Sunni
and Jaafari endowment depart-
ments.

Virus fighting robots

Meanwhile, reports had also
surfaced of the Kingdom acquir-
ing new methods to keep public
spaces disinfected.

A new “coronavirus-fighting”
robots designed by Fab lab Bah-
rain in collaboration with the
Ministry’s of Youth and Sports
Innovation centre reportedly
will be used to work autono-
mously at public spaces.

The machine reportedly uses
ultraviolet germicidal irradia-
tion (UVGI) to disinfect com-
monly used areas.

UVGI is a known disinfection
method that utilises short-wave-
length ultraviolet C (UV-C) light
to kill or inactivate a range of

The country’s Supreme Coun- microorganisms by disrupting
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their DNA or RNA. This leaves
them unable to perform vital
cellular functions.

However, since UV-C can
irritate eyes and skin, the
technology is only for use in
unoccupied areas.

470,000 cases in GCC

Meanwhile, the number of
infections and deaths in the
six-nation GCC group contin-
ues to increase and has now
reached over 470,000. The
number of deaths climbed to
over 2,888.

Globally, virus cases have
risen to over 11,061,000 and
death to above 525,500. Amid
the depressing numbers, the
number of recoveries- now at
over 6,199,300 -gives a ray of
hope in the fight against the
deadly pandemic.

Saudi: 50 deaths in 24 hours

In Saudi Arabia, the virus
claimed another 50 lives yes-

Most people (about 80pc)
recover from the disease without
needing hospital treatment

The new COVID-fighting robot that uses ultraviolet (UV) light to disinfect public

spaces as well as offices.

terday bringing the number of
deaths to 1,802. Cases now ex-
ceed 200,000 with the 4,193 new
patients joining the tally. The
total number of recoveries in the
kingdom increased to 140,614.
To tide over the economic shock
sparked by the crisis, Saudi Ara-
bia’s King Salman bin Abdulaziz
Al Saud yesterday issued a de-
cree to extend several govern-
ment initiatives for an additional
period. According to SPA, the
extended initiatives focus on
supporting Saudi employees,
suspending imposition of fines
and postponing the payment of
some government services fees.
This announcement follows the
Kingdom’s decision to triple VAT
from 5 per cent to 15pc.

UAE cases reach 50,000

In UAE, the total number of
cases is close to touching the
50,000 mark, with the death
toll reaching 317. The number
of recoveries in the Kingdom is
38,994 and active cases 19,488.
There is one critical patient in
the Kingdom that has conducted
3,500,000 tests.

1,374 new cases in Oman

Oman reported 1,374 new
cases yesterday taking its over-

all infection to 43,929. Oman’s
ministry of health also reported
five new deaths, increasing the
fatalities there to 193. Overall
recoveries from the deadly vi-
rus there have reached 26,169,
which an increase of 851 cases
in the past 24 hours.

813 cases in Kuwait

In Kuwait also the situation of
virus continues to remain more
or less the same with its adding
another 813 cases and one more
death, yesterday.

Overall infections in the coun-
try now reached 48,672 and
death toll 360. Kuwait, mean-
while, started the second phase
of restoring normal life, which
will last for three weeks. In this
phase, the public and private
sector establishments will re-
sume work albeit with 30 pc ca-
pacity. Works will also begin in
shopping malls, financial sector,
construction sector, retail shops
and pick-up from restaurants
and cafes.

Qatar reported 756 new cas-
es raising the total number of
patients there to 98,653. With
three more deaths, total death
toll there rose to 121. Recoveries
increased by 1,986 in the past 24
hours to reach 88,583 in total.

Northern Governor, Ali bin Al-Shaikh Abdulhussain Al-Asfoor, launching
disinfection campaigns part of the national efforts to combat the novel
coronavirus (COVID-19). The campaigns aim to raise awareness on the
importance of continuing the sanitisation process, as the best means

to reduce the spread of the pandemic.

in cooperation with the General Directorate of Civil Defence and the
Northern Governorate Police Directorate, and the participation of MPs,

municipal council members and NGOs.

Disinfection: Muharraq
Municipality announces

closure from July 5 to 23
TDT | Manama

uharraq Municipality’s main

building in Busaiteen will re-
main closed from July 5 to 23 for
maintenance and disinfection.

All employees will work from
home during the closure to ensure
that transactions of the citizens and
residents are not delayed.

Customers are requested to visit
the official website of the Works,
Municipalities Affairs and Urban
Planning Ministry (www.mun.gov.
bh) or use the Ministry’s social
network accounts to carry out their
transactions and follow up on all
procedures.

The campaign was launched



