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Lions 
break 
the 
jinx

AFP | Moscow

England edged Colombia 4-3 on penalties to 
halt a run of five successive shootout defeats 
at major tournaments and book a quarter-fi-

nal clash against Sweden at the World Cup.
Harry Kane fired England ahead with his tour-

nament-leading sixth goal just before the hour in 
Moscow, converting a penalty after he was hauled 
down by Carlos Sanchez at a corner.

Gareth Southgate’s team looked to be heading 
into the last eight in regulation time until Yerry 
Mina equalised with a 93rd-minute header as 
the giant Colombian defender scored for the 
third game in a row.

Neither team could find an advantage in ex-
tra-time and so a bad-tempered match went to a 
nailbiting penalty shootout.

David Ospina dived superbly to his left to repel 
Jordan Henderson’s third penalty for England, 
but Manuel Uribe hit the crossbar before Jordan 
Pickford saved from Carlos Bacca.

Eric Dier drilled home the decisive 
spot-kick as England won for just the sec-
ond time in eight penalty shootouts and 
reached the quarter-finals for the first time  

since 2006.
Colombia were dealt a huge blow 

before kick-off as James Rodri-
guez failed to shake off a calf 

injury, the Bayern Munich 
midfielder not even fit 

enough for a place on the bench. 
The 26-year-old was the Golden Boot winner with 

six goals in Brazil four years ago, when Colombia 
reached the quarter-finals for the first time.

Kane, Raheem Sterling and Dele Alli were among 
nine players recalled for England after Gareth 
Southgate rested the majority of his first-choice side 
for their final group game against Belgium.

Kane scored a combined five goals in 
the wins over Tunisia and Panama, 

and the Tottenham striker went close 
when his looping header back across 
goal landed on the roof of the net.
Sterling then did well to spin past 

the imposing Davinson Sanchez 
although his left-footed strike 

was charged down, while 
Kieran Trippier curled 

wide from a free-kick.
Wilmar Barrios was 

booked for leaning his 
head into the chest of 
Jordan Henderson as 
the game grew into 
an increasingly fiesty 
affair. 

Pickford made 
his first save from a 

fizzing long-range 
effort from Juan 
Fernado Quintero, 
while Jesse Lin-
gard sliced over 
after Colombia 
half-cleared a 
cross.
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England’s players celebrate winning the penalty shootout

Harry Kane 
celebrates


