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arbar’s Sayed Ammar Al

Wedaei described his side’s
championship-winning cam-
paign as a product of belief, uni-
ty, and the ability to turn difficult
moments into momentum. He
spoke after their 28-26 win over
Al Ahli in the 2025-26 Khalid
bin Hamad Bahrain Handball
League final at the Khalifa
Sports City Arena on Tuesday
night.

The final was closely con-
tested from start to finish, with
neither side able to build a com-
fortable lead. Both teams traded
goals throughout a tense, physi-
cal encounter, with momentum
shifting repeatedly as defensive
pressure and fast transitions de-
fined the match. Barbar, how-
ever, stayed composed in the

closing stages and delivered a
late push that ultimately sep-
arated the teams and secured
their seventh league title, their
first since the 2018-19 season.

Speaking to The Daily Trib-
une, Al Wedaei said the differ-
ence came down not only to tac-
tics, but to mentality.

“As a group, our desire to win
was stronger than that of Al
Ahli’s,” he said. “We believed
in ourselves at every stage of
the match and throughout the
season, and that shared deter-
mination made the difference
when it mattered most.”

Al Wedaei also highlighted
that Barbar’s season was shaped
as much by what happened off
the court as on it, pointing in
particular to key breaks during
the campaign that could have
disrupted their rhythm.

Instead, he said, those inter-
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ruptions became a turning point.

“The breaks we had during
the campaign were very impor-
tant,” he explained. “We chose
to use them positively to im-
prove ourselves as a group. They
did not affect us negatively. In-
stead, they helped us come back
stronger each time.”

Barbar’s progress through the
season reflected that growth.
After finishing fourth in the
regular season and entering the
knockout stages as underdogs,
they raised their level in the
most decisive moments. They
produced a major upset against
defending champions Al Najma
in the semi-finals before edg-
ing past Al Ahli in a tense final
that was decided in the closing
minutes.

Behind that rise, Al Wedaei
emphasized the importance of
internal chemistry and growing

Our desire to win decided the final

trust within the squad.

“At the beginning of the jour-
ney with my teammates, we
worked on building confidence
in each other, both individually
and collectively,” he said. “Over
time, we developed a strong
connection, and that trust gave
us extra motivation in every
match.”

He also credited the support-
ers for playing a meaningful
role in the team’s momentum
throughout the season.

“We also built a strong con-
nection with the fans,” he add-
ed. “That support gave us extra
motivation and helped push us
in key moments.”

For Barbar, the victory marked
the culmination of a season de-
fined by belief under pressure,
with the final once again show-
ing how fine margins decide
championships.

BRAVE CF 106 full card revealed
for historic return to Slovenia

Manama

RAVE Combat Federation™

(BRAVE CF), the world’s

fastest-growing and most
global mixed martial arts organ-
ization, returns to Slovenia with
thunderous intent as it stages
BRAVE CF 106 in partnership
with World Freefight Challenge
on Saturday, June 6, at Hala Ti-
voli in Ljubljana.

A charged atmosphere is ex-
pected as the upcoming pre-
mium live event assembles a
stacked lineup headlined by
two World Championship
bouts, positioning the event as
a decisive chapter in the pro-
motion’s ongoing international
expansion.

The Slovene capital is set to
transform into a battleground
where divisional kings are
challenged, rivalries intensi-
fy, and emerging contenders
seize their moment under the
spotlight.

The main event brings heavy-
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weight gold into focus as reign-
ing BRAVE CF Heavyweight
World Champion Pavel “The
Experiment” Dailidko steps
inside the cage to defend his
crown against top-ranked chal-
lenger Miha Frlic.

In the co-headliner, unfin-
ished business takes center
stage when Erko “The Bounty
Hunter” Jun puts the BRAVE
CF Light Heavyweight World
Title on the line against No.
3-ranked contender Mo-
hamed “IL’Ambiance” Said
Maalem in a highly anticipated
rematch.

Beyond the marquee encoun-
ters, eight additional matchups
round out the fight card, putting
the spotlight on a diverse mix of
talent from Slovenia and across
Europe — further reinforcing
the event’s scope and compet-
itive depth.

BRAVE CF 106 will be aired
worldwide. Viewers are advised
to check local listings for broad-
cast details and timing

Hojlund makes
permanent move to
Napoli from Man Utd

AFP | Rome

enmark forward Rasmus
Hojlund has completed
a permanent move to Napo-
li, the Italian club announced
yesterday, following his loan
spell from Manchester United

last season.

The 23-year-old scored 16
goals in 44 matches as Napo-
li finished second in Serie A,
after failing to settle in two

seasons in England.

Reports claim Napoli have
spent €44 million to sign Ho-
jlund. United paid Atalanta
almost €80 million for him in

2023.

“SsC Napoli announce the
conditions have been met for
the permanent acquisition of...
Rasmus Hojlund from Man-
chester United,” Napoli said in

a statement.

Napoli are without a coach
after Antonio Conte’s depar-
ture at the end of the season.

Rasmus Hojlund

Italian media are reporting
that ex-AC Milan boss Massi-
miliano Allegri is the frontrun-
ner for the job.

Hojlund scored 26 goals in
95 appearances for United but
struggled during the 2024-25
season after a promising debut
campaign at Old Trafford.

“Everyone at the club would
like to wish Rasmus all the
very best for the future,” Unit-
ed said in a statement.

Sabalenka crumbles to French Open quarter-final defeat by Shnaider

AFP | Paris

ryna Sabalenka’s bid for a

first French Open title was
left in tatters as she fell apart
in a bizarre defeat by Russian
25th seed Diana Shnaider in the
quarter-finals yesterday.

The world number one led
by a set and a double-break be-
fore exiting the tournament in
a blaze of unforced errors, col-
lapsing to a 3-6, 7-5, 6-0 loss in
blustery conditions on Court
Philippe Chatrier.

Shnaider will face Polish
qualifier Maja Chwalinska in
the semi-finals on Thursday,
with Marta Kostyuk or Mirra
Andreeva awaiting the winner
in Sunday’s final.

“Well honestly I'm speech-
less, I'm super happy. Obviously

tough conditions with the wind,” |

said the 22-year-old Shnaider
after beating a top-10 player for
only the second time in her ca-
reer.

“First time playing Aryna so
definitely a lot of nerves and I
feel the first set was trying to

Aryna Sabalenka Ieaves the court after losing against Diana Shnaider

Aryna Sabalenka’s
sudden exit means that
for the first time this
tournament, there are
absolutely no former
Grand Slam singles
champions left flying in
either the men’s or the

women’s draws

| adjust to her game.”

Sabalenka was the only Grand
Slam champion left in either the
men’s or women’s singles draws
at Roland Garros, but belied that
status by making a whopping 57
unforced errors.

Shnaider was playing in her
first major quarter-final, but
now finds herself a strong fa-

vourite to reach the final head-
ing into her last-four tie against
world number 114 and fellow
left-hander Chwalinska.

“Definitely super happy I
managed to finish on a good note
rather than start on a good note.
Definitely a special tournament
for me here,” added the Russian.

“It’s going be a lefty battle
so I'm looking forward (to the
semi-final).”

Sabalenka’s scarcely believa-
ble defeat was reminiscent of the
way she threw away a strong po-
sition in last year’s final against
Coco Gauff.

The Belarusian was playing in
a 14th consecutive Grand Slam
quarter-final but failed to be-
come the first woman to make
seven straight major semis since
Serena Williams.

Increasingly frustrated
Sabalenka

The top seed raced into a 5-1
lead and eventually sealed the
opener on her third set point af-
ter initially failing to serve it out.

The second set followed a sim-

ilar pattern at first, as Sabalenka
moved 4-1 in front with a dou-
ble-break before throwing away
her next service game.

Sabalenka became increas-
ingly frustrated as she gifted
Shnaider three break points to
level at 4-4.

After some animated remon-
strating with her box, she re-
composed herself enough to
hold.

But the 28-year-old’s game
continued to come apart, as a
string of dreadful unforced er-
rors allowed Shnaider to break
again and tie up the set at 5-5,
with Sabalenka left to gesticu-
late wildly towards her coaching
staff.

Shnaider could not believe
her luck as Sabalenka dumped
successive forehands into the
bottom of the net to finish off
the set and send the match into
a decider.

The Russian grew in confi-
dence and moved 2-0 up in the
third as Sabalenka sprayed eight
unforced errors around Chatrier
in the space of two games.



