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HISTORY
Battle of Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire, final battle between 
the Houses of Lancaster and York: Prince of Wales, Edward of 
Westminster killed and King Edward IV restored to his throne. 
Re-restores political stability to England until his death in 1483.

King Ferdinand VII of Spain signs 
the Decree of the 4th of May, 
returning Spain to absolutism

Construction 
begins by the 
United States on 
the Panama Canal

Margaret Thatcher 
becomes the first woman to 

be elected Prime Minister 
of the United Kingdom

China, my friend, how politely can I put it? Let 
me see… O…GET THE F*** OUT.  What are you 

doing to our friendship? You. Not us. We’re 
trying. You. You’re like an ugly oaf forcing your 
attentions on a handsome guy who wants to be 

a friend; not to father a Chinese province…
TEODORO LOCSIN
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Teachers are an ex-
traordinary force for 

good in our nation — I’m 
lucky enough to be mar-
ried to one and have seen 
firsthand how hard they 
work for their students. 
This year teachers have 
gone above and beyond 
to help children learn 
through the pandemic. 
So please, thank a teach-
er.

@JoeBiden

Billionaires, giant cor-
porations, and CEOs 

who were already doing 
really well before the 
pandemic are now do-
ing super well. But mil-
lions of working people 
who’ve struggled to put 
food on the table and 
keep a roof over their 
heads still need to see a 
real recovery.

@ewarren

The UAE’s food trade 
exceeds AED100 bil-

lion annually. Our country 
is a global food logistics 
hub, and we will work to 
create a nurturing envi-
ronment for agribusiness-
es to develop new farming 
technologies and enhance 
our future food security.

@HHShkMohd

Spoke to President 
of the EU Commis-

sion @vonderleyen and 
thanked EU for support 
and assistance to India’s 
COVID response. We dis-
cussed India-EU Lead-
ers’ Meeting on 8 May.  
I am confident that the 
Meeting will provide a 
new momentum to our 
Strategic Partnership.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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153,818,528

3,220,251

131,116,584

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+338,236

+4,081

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 229,635 13,469 172,342 43,824

Saudi 
Arabia

419,348 6,979 402,664 9,705

UAE 525,567 +1,772 1,596 +3 506,020 17,951

Kuwait 276,586 1,578 260,008 15,000

Oman 196,900 +1,093 2,053 +10 178,052 16,795

Qatar 206,948 472 192,551 13,925

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 33,181,941 591,071

2 India 20,129,183 220,571

3 Brazil 14,754,910 407,775

4 France 5,652,247 104,819

5 Turkey 4,875,388 40,844

6 Russia 4,831,744 111,198

7 UK 4,420,201 127,538

8 Italy 4,044,762 121,177

9 Spain 3,524,077 78,216

10 Germany 3,431,028 83,904

11 Argentina 3,005,259 64,252

12 Colombia 2,893,655 74,700

13 Poland 2,805,756 68,105

14 Iran 2,555,587 72,875
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u Foreign ministers of the 
G7 rich countries gather in 
London on Monday for their 
first in-person meeting since the 
COVID-19 pandemic began, with 
British host Dominic Raab opening 
with talks with U.S. Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken. The week is billed 
by Britain, which holds the group’s 
rotating presidency, as a chance to reassert 
the West’s influence and address issues 
such as the coronavirus recovery, climate 
change and how to deal with China and 
Russia. The ministers will lay groundwork 
for U.S. President Joe Biden’s first scheduled 
trip abroad since taking office: a G7 summit 
in Britain next month meant to revive 
cooperation with traditional allies after years of friction under Donald Trump.

u The Democratic Republic of Congo yesterday declared the 
end of an Ebola outbreak 
that infected 12 people in 
the eastern province of 
North Kivu and killed six 
of them.The outbreak was 
contained using Merck’s 

(MRK.N) Ebola vaccine, which was given to more than 1,600 of the patients’ 
contacts and contacts of contacts, the aid group Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF), 
said. The cases were genetically linked to the 2018-20 Ebola epidemic that killed 
more than 2,200 people, the second-highest toll recorded in the disease’s history.

u The European Union summoned Russia’s ambassador to 
the bloc 
yesterday  
to condemn 
Moscow’s 
decision to 
bar eight 
officials from entering the country, which the Kremlin said was in retaliation for 
sanctions imposed on Russian citizens by the EU. The protest is the latest in rising 
diplomatic tensions since the start of 2021, when Moscow 
expelled European diplomats during an official visit by the 
EU’s high representative. The EU has in turn angered Moscow 
by demanding that Kremlin critic Alexei Navalny should be 
released from prison, while blacklisting more Russian officials 
for human rights abuses.

u Malaysia will begin a parallel COVID-19 
innoculation programme this week for people who 
chose to receive the AstraZeneca (AZN.L) vaccine, after it was 
removed from an ongoing rollout due to public fears over 
its safety, a minister said yesterday. Reports of possible links to very rare blood 
clots have dented confidence in the shot in Malaysia and elsewhere. AstraZeneca 
has pointed to regulator recommendations that the vaccine is safe and effective, 
though some countries have suspended its use due to rising unease or limited 
it to certain age groups. Malaysia, which received its first 268,000 AstraZeneca 
vaccine doses in April, said it would allow people to choose to receive the jab 
on a first-come, first-serve basis. The decision was made after around 8,000 
people cancelled online vaccination registrations following the government’s 
announcement that the shot would be part of the nationwide rollout. 

Congo 
declares end of 
Ebola outbreak 
that killed six

EU summons 
Russian envoy over 
travel bans on 
Brussels officials

Malaysia 
makes 
AstraZeneca 
COVID-19 
vaccine 
optional 
amid safety 

fears

Britain 
hosts first G7 
foreign ministers 
meeting since 
start of pandemic

Germany smashes online child porn 
network with 400,000 members

• The darknet 
forum allowed users 
to communicate with 
others and share 
graphic image and 
video content which 
included “serious sexual 
abuse of toddlers”

AFP News

German police said yesterday 
they had shut down “one 

of the biggest darknet child 
pornography platforms in the 
world” and arrested four of its 
members in a series of raids in 
mid-April.

The platform, named as 
“Boystown”, had existed since 
2019, counted over 400,000 
members and was “set up for 
the worldwide exchange of 
child pornography, in particu-

lar images of the abuse of boys”, 
federal police said in a state-
ment.

The darknet forum allowed 
users to communicate with oth-
ers and share graphic image and 
video content which included 
“serious sexual abuse of tod-
dlers”, the statement said.

Three men between the ages 
of 40 and 64 were arrested in 
seven raids in Germany, while 
a further suspect was detained 
in Paraguay on the request of 
German authorities.

The suspect in Paraguay’s 
Concepcion region, also a Ger-
man citizen, is to be extradited 
back to Germany on the basis of 

an international arrest warrant 
issued by a court in Frankfurt.

The three main suspects, 
aged 40, 49 and 58 respectively, 
are accused of having managed 
the platform as administrators, 
providing technical support 
and advice to members on how 
to avoid being discovered by the 
authorities.

A further suspect, a 64-year-
old man from Hamburg, was 
“one of the platform’s most 
active users”, having posted 
“more than 3,500” times on the 
platform since signing up to it 
in 2019, police said.

“This sends a clear message: 
if you commit offences against 
the weakest, you will not be safe 
anywhere,” said Germany’s In-
terior Minister Horst Seehofer 
in a statement.

“We are bringing the perpe-
trators to account and doing 
everything humanly possible 
to protect children from such 
repugnant crimes,” he added.

Philippines foreign minister issues expletive-
laced tweet over China sea dispute
Reuters | Manila

The Philippine foreign minister 
yesterday demanded in an 

expletive-laced message on Twit-
ter that China’s vessels get out 
of disputed waters, marking the 
latest exchange in a war of words 
with Beijing over its activities in 
the South China Sea.

The comments by Teodoro 
Locsin, known for making blunt 
remarks at times, follow Manila’s 
protests for what it calls the “ille-
gal” presence of hundreds of Chi-
nese boats inside the Philippines 
200-mile Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ).

“China, my friend, how politely 
can I put it? Let me see… O…GET 
THE F*** OUT,” Locsin said in a 
tweet on his personal account.

“What are you doing to our 
friendship? You. Not us. We’re 
trying. You. You’re like an ugly 
oaf forcing your attentions on a 
handsome guy who wants to be a 

friend; not to father a Chinese 
province…”, Locsin said.

China’s embassy in Manila did 
not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment. Chinese offi-
cials have previously said the ves-
sels at the disputed Whitsun Reef 

were fishing boats taking 
refuge from rough seas.

In a statement on 
Monday, the Philip-
pine foreign ministry 
accused China’s coast 
guard of “shadowing, 

blocking, dangerous 
manoeuvres, and radio 

challenges of the Philippine 
coast guard vessels.”

Philippine officials believe the 
Chinese vessels are manned by 
militia.

On Sunday, the Philippines 
vowed to continue maritime ex-
ercises in its EEZ in the South 
China Sea in response to a China 
demand that it stop actions it said 
could escalate disputes.

A Chinese fishing vessel is anchored next to Filipino fishing boats at 
the disputed Scarborough Shoal . Inset, Philippines’ Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Locsin

26 killed in Bangladesh boat accident
• Police said the 
speedboat carrying 
about three dozen 
passengers from 
the town of Mawa 
rammed into the 
other vessel

• Five people 
were rescued and 
sent to hospital

AFP News 

At least 26 people were 
killed when a speedboat 

packed with passengers col-
lided with a vessel transport-
ing sand on Monday in the 
latest maritime disaster to hit 
Bangladesh. 

Police said the speedboat 
carrying about three dozen 

passengers from the town of 
Mawa rammed into the other 

vessel in the Padma river as it 
neared the main river station 

in the central rural town of 
Shibchar.

“We have so far recovered 
26 bodies including a woman. 

We have also rescued five 
injured people including 
three children,” police offi-
cial Amir Hossain told AFP.

Hossain said the bow of 
the passenger boat was de-
stroyed when the speedboat 
smashed into the side of the 
transport vessel, sinking in 
the river in minutes.

“Police, the fire brigade 
and army rescue teams are on 
the spot, conducting search 
and rescue work,” he said.

Witness Abdur Rahman 
said there was a loud noise 
when the boats collided and 
the vessels then overturned.

“When we rushed to the 
spot we found the speedboat 
torn into two pieces. Hun-
dreds of villagers immedi-
ately started conducting res-
cue work before they were 
joined by police and the fire 

brigade,” he said.
Bangladesh is building the 

country’s largest road and 
railway bridge near the ac-
cident spot and police said 
officers were immediately at 
the scene.

Construction work has 
slowed ferry transport on 
the river, prompting many to 
take the journey on less safe 
speedboats, which take only 
about 15 minutes to make the 
crossing in contrast to up to 
two hours on safer ferries.

The government admin-
istrator of Shibchar district 
said up to five people were 
believed to be missing.

He said the driver of the 
speedboat would be inves-
tigated as he appeared to 
have hit the transport ves-
sel, which was moored at the 
time.

Ardern says differences 
with China becoming 
harder to reconcile

Reuters | Wellington

Differences between New 
Zealand and its top trad-

ing partner China are becom-
ing harder to reconcile as Bei-
jing’s role in the world grows 
and changes, Prime Minister 
Jacinda Ardern said on Mon-
day.

The comments come as New 
Zealand faces pressure from 
some elements among West-
ern allies over its reluctance to 
use the Five Eyes intelligence 
and security alliance to criti-
cise Beijing.

In a speech at the China 
Business Summit in Auckland, 
Ardern said there are things on 
which China and New Zealand 
“do not, cannot, and will not 
agree”, but added these dif-
ferences need not define their 
relationship.

“It will not have escaped the 
attention of anyone here that 
as China’s role in the world 
grows and changes, the dif-
ferences between our systems 
– and the interests and values 
that shape those systems – are 
becoming harder to reconcile,” 
Ardern said.

“This is a challenge that 
we, and many other countries 
across the Indo Pacific region, 
but also in Europe and oth-
er regions, are also grappling 
with,” she added.

In comments that sparked 

some reaction among Western 
allies, Foreign Affairs Minis-
ter Nanaia Mahuta said last 
month she was uncomforta-
ble expanding the role of Five 
Eyes, which includes Australia, 
Britain, Canada and the United 
States.

“This speech appears to be 
crafted to deflect surprising-
ly sharp and severe criticism 
from commentators after Ma-
huta’s remarks last month,” 
said Geoffrey Miller, interna-
tional analyst at the political 
website Democracy Project.

However, the comments 
do not change New Zealand’s 
overall shift to a more Chi-
na-friendly, or at least more 
neutral position, he said.

“Ardern and Mahuta are 
selling the new stance as New 
Zealand advancing an ‘inde-
pendent foreign policy’ that 
is not loyal to any major bloc,” 
he added.

China, which takes almost 
one-third of New Zealand’s 
exports, has accused the Five 
Eyes of ganging up on it by 
issuing statements on Hong 
Kong and the treatment of eth-
nic Muslim Uyhgurs in Xin-
jiang.

New Zealand’s parliament 
on Tuesday is set to look at 
a motion put forward by a 
smaller party to declare the 
situation in Xinjiang as a  
genocide.

Jacinda Ardern and China’s Premier Li Keqiang attend a welcome ceremony 
in Beijing

Relatives mourn for victims after an overcrowded speedboat collided with a sand-laden bulk carrier and sank 
on Padma River, in Madaripur, Bangladesh

A speedboat is seen ashore after it collided with a sand-laden bulk carrier 
and sank on Padma River, in Madaripur, Bangladesh

Russian military in 
Armenia reinforce 
areas near Azeri 
border
Reuters

Russia’s military set up 
two new military sites 

in the south of Armenia 
near the Azeri border as an 
“additional security guar-
antee” following last year’s 
conflict, Russian news agen-
cies reported, citing Arme-
nian Prime Minister Nikol 
Pashinyan.

Russia is a close ally of 
Armenia, an impoverished 
former Soviet republic, and 
has a military base in the 
northwest of the country.

“Two strongholds of the 
102nd Russian military 
base were established in 
the Syunik region,” the In-
terfax news agency cited 
Pashinyan as saying in an 
address to the Armenian 
parliament.

At least 7 killed in 
Taliban attack on 
southwest Afghanistan 
army outpost
Reuters

Taliban insurgents attacked an 
army outpost in Afghanistan’s 

southwestern Farah province kill-
ing at least seven soldiers, local 
officials said on Monday, as the 
country braces for violence after 
May 1, a previously agreed deadline 
for foreign troop withdrawal.

In a video message to media, 
Farah Governor Taj Mohammad 
Jahid said the Taliban had blown 
up an army outpost after digging 
a 400-metre (0.25 miles) tunnel 
to access it from a nearby house. 
He added that one soldier had also 
been captured by the insurgents.

Two local officials, one speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
dozens of military including elite 
commando forces had been killed. 
Provincial council member Khay-
er Mohammad Noorzai said that 
around 30 had died in the attack. 

Volunteers provide 
oxygen as India’s 
COVID-19 cases rise
Reuters

India’s tally of coronavi-
rus infections rose on 

Monday to just short of 20 
million. 

Total infections since the 
start of the pandemic have 
reached 19.93 m, swelled 
by 368,147 new cases over 
the past 24 hours, while 
the death toll rose by 3,417 
to 218,959, health ministry 
data show. At least 3.4 m 
people are currently being 
treated.

Offering a glimmer of 
hope, the health ministry 
said positive cases relative 
to the number of tests fell 
on Monday for the first time 
since at least April 15.

Modelling by a team of 
government advisers shows 
coronavirus cases could 
peak by Wednesday. 

UK on course to ditch social distancing 
rule in June - PM Johnson
Reuters

Britain is on course to ditch 
the COVID-19 social distanc-

ing rule requiring people to stay 
at least one metre apart towards 
the end of next month, Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson said 
on Monday.

Johnson’s government has 
set out a roadmap to end lock-
down restrictions in stages as 
widespread vaccinations help 
to suppress infections.

June 21 has been set as a date 
when social distancing could 
end.

Asked about that possibili-
ty during a campaign visit in 
northern England, Johnson 
said: “I think we’ve got a good 
chance, a good chance, of being 
able to dispense with one-me-
tre plus.”

The one-metre plus rule 
means people need to stay at 

least that distance apart and 
take other mitigating meas-
ures to prevent the spread of 
infections. It has been heavily 
criticised by the hospitality in-
dustry.

The next stage of the govern-
ment’s unlocking plans is May 
17, when restrictions on foreign 
travel are expected to be eased, 
but not lifted.

Johnson struck a cautious 
tone ahead of that deadline.

“We do want to do some 
opening up on May the 17th, but 
I don’t think that the people of 
this country want to see an in-
flux of disease from anywhere 
else. I certainly don’t. We’ve 
got to be very, very tough, and 
we’ve got to be as cautious as 
we can,” he said.

Amid campaigning, Johnson 
has faced questions about who 
paid for the refurbishment of 
his apartment and childcare for 
his young son. read more

Campaigning ahead of an 
election for a parliamentary 
seat and local government elec-
tions, he declined to answer 
questions about opposition 
Labour Party allegations of  
sleaze.

“All this kind of stuff is ab-
solutely not relevant,” he said, 
adding that voters wanted to 
focus on policies ahead of the 
elections on Thursday.

Boris Johnson

Israeli state watchdog to investigate 
religious festival stampede

Reuters

Israel’s government watch-
dog said yesterday it would 

open an investigation into the 
deaths of 45 people crushed 
in a stampede at a Jewish reli-
gious festival last week.

State Comptroller Matan-
yahu Englman said his office, 
which audits the government, 
would look into the circum-
stances surrounding the event 

at Mount Meron in the Galilee 
region.“I wish to announce to-
day that I intend to open a spe-
cial audit that will investigate 
the circumstances that led to 
this tragedy,” he told reporters.

Israel observed a day of 
mourning on Sunday after one 
of its worst civilian disasters. 
Six U.S. citizens were among 
the dead, along with two Ca-
nadians, a British citizen and 
an Argentinian.

Emergency workers hug as they react at the site

Syrian court selects 
two candidates to 
appear on ballot 
against Assad
Reuters

Syria’s higher constitu-
tional court on Monday 

selected two obscure fig-
ures to appear on ballots 
standing against President 
Bashar al-Assad in a May 
26 election which the West 
rejects as a farce that will 
hurt diplomatic efforts to 
end the civil war.

From a list of 51 poten-
tial candidates, the court 
approved just three: As-
sad, former deputy cabinet 
minister Abdallah Saloum 
Abdallah, and Mahmoud 
Ahmed Marei, head of a 
small, officially sanctioned 
opposition party. Assad, 
who ruled for 30 years, has 
regained control of most of 
his country after 10 years of 
civil war


