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Smoke rises 
from Israeli 
bombard-
ment on the 
southern Leb-
anese area of 
Kfar Tibnit 

An Israeli Air Force 
AH-64 Apache attack 
helicopter flies over 
at a position along 
the border between 
northern Israel and 
southern Lebanon

The US 
Embas-
sy head-
quar-
ters in 
Abu 
Dhabi

A protester 
wearing a 
mask of US 
President 
Donald Trump 
performs dur-
ing a rally 

Oil and gas under fireWar takes ugly turn
Guards general says Iran 'will burn any 
ship' trying to pass through Hormuz
AFP |Tehran, Iran

A general in Iran's Revolution-
a r y  G u a r d s  t h r e a t e n e d  o n 

Monday to "burn any ship" seek-
ing to navigate the Strait of Hor-
muz, a vital route for oil and gas  
shipments.

"We will burn any ship that tries to 
pass through the Strait of Hormuz," 
General Sardar Jabbari said in a post 
on the Guards' Telegram channel. "We 

will also attack oil pipelines and will 
not allow a single drop of oil to leave 
the region. Oil price will reach $200 in 
the coming days."

Oil infrastructure hit in Gulf 
AFP | Muscat, Oman

Oil infrastructure came un-
der Iranian attack in Gulf 

countries yesterday, with Qatar's 
state energy firm halting some 
production of key materials after 
strikes on two facilities.

Drones meanwhile struck a 
fuel tank in Oman and in the 
UAE an oil storage zone was hit 
by falling debris from an inter-
cepted drone, as Iran apparently 
widens its targets beyond US 
assets.

Qatar's state-run QatarEnergy 
said it would halt some down-
stream production of substances 
including urea, polymers, meth-
anol and aluminium after Iran 
attacked two gas processing 
plants.

The announcement prompted 
an immediate two percent rise 
in the price of aluminium on the 
London Metal Exchange.

Iran on Monday broadened its 
targets in its war with the US and 

Israel to include infrastructure 
in Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates and Qatar, which are 
American allies.

Qatari  foreign ministry 
spokesman Majed al-Ansari said 
Tuesday that Iranian missiles 
had targeted Doha airport but 
were downed by the military.

In Oman, several drones 
targeted the port of Duqm on 

its eastern coast on Tuesday, 
according to a security source 
quoted by the official Oman 
News Agency.

"The resulting damage was 
contained without any human 
casualties," the report said.

The attack was the second on 
the port in three days, with the 
sultanate hit despite acting as a 
mediator between Iran and the 

United States just days prior to 
the war.

On Sunday, a worker was in-
jured when two drones struck 
the same port. One drone hit 
accommodation for workers, 
while debris from the oth-
er landed near fuel tanks, the 
Oman News Agency said.

They were the first attacks on 
the sultanate since war broke 
out. Oman also shot down two 
further drones on Tuesday, 
while another crashed near its 
Salalah port, state media said.

In the UAE, falling debris from 
an intercepted drone caused a 
fire at an oil storage and trading 
zone in the emirate of Fujairah, 
authorities said.

"No injuries were reported, 
the fire was brought under con-
trol and normal operations in 
the area have resumed," the Fu-
jairah Media Office said.

The UAE says it has been 
targeted with more than 800 
drones and nearly 200 missiles 

since the war erupted.
QatarEnergy, one of the 

world's biggest liquefied natu-
ral gas exporters, had already on 
Monday suspended LNG produc-
tion due to drone strikes on two 
of its sites.

The halt sent prices on Euro-
pean markets skyrocketing.

Analysts for ING bank said 
Tuesday's suspension of alu-
minium production would place 
pressure on the market.

"Tensions in the Middle East 
are bringing back to the fore-
front the risks weighing on 
aluminium supply, given that 
around 8 percent of global pro-
duction is concentrated in the 
Gulf and is heavily dependent 
on maritime transport through 
the Strait of Hormuz," they said.

A general in Iran's Revolu-
tionary Guards threatened on 
Monday to "burn any ship" seek-
ing to navigate the Strait of Hor-
muz, a vital route for oil and gas 
shipments.

Fresh 'large 
scale' blasts in 
Tehran 
AFP 

Loud explosions rocked 
the Iranian capital 

yesterday, AFP journalists 
heard from locations in cen-
tral Tehran.

Soon afterwards, the Is-
raeli military said it had 
hit a high-ranking Iranian 
commander in the capital. 
It later said the air force had 
launched a new "large scale" 
wave of strikes on the cap-
ital "targeting the Iranian 
terror regime's infrastruc-
ture in Tehran".

Iranian media said "US 
and Israeli fighters" struck 
central Tehran and that a 
building of the body to elect 
Iran's new supreme leader, 
south of Tehran, had been 
hit.

Trump says 
‘too late’ for 
talks
AFP 

US President Donald 
Trump said that it 

was too late for talks 
with Iran.

“Their air defense, Air 
Force, Navy, and Lead-
ership is gone. They 
want to talk. I said ‘Too 
Late!’” Trump wrote in 
a Truth Social post, two 
days after saying he had 
agreed to talks.

China opposed
AFP 

China's Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi told his Israe-

li counterpart Gideon Saar 
in a phone call that "China 
opposes any military strikes 
launched by Israel and the 
United States against Iran," 
according to the Xinhua 
news agency.

"Force cannot truly solve 
problems -- instead, it will 
only bring new problems 
and severe after-effects."

Iran appeals to UN 
Security Council

Iran urged the United Na-
tions Security Council to 

take action to stop the war.
“The United Nations Se-

curity Council has a duty... 
if it wishes, it can certainly 
act, because there is no ob-
stacle to its action except 
its own will,” said foreign 
ministry spokesman Es-
maeil Baqaei.

Nuclear site damaged
The United Nations nu-

clear watchdog said the key 
Iranian nuclear site of Na-
tanz suffered “recent dam-
age”, a day after Tehran said 
the underground uranium 
enrichment plant was at-
tacked.“Based on the latest 
available satellite imagery, 
IAEA can now confirm some 
recent damage to entrance 
buildings of Iran’s under-
ground Natanz Fuel Enrich-
ment Plant. No radiological 
consequence expected,” the 
International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA) said. 

Oil passes $85 a barrel, 
precious metals down
Oil prices soared as the war 

disrupted supplies, with 
the crucial Strait of Hormuz 
effectively closed and energy 
infrastructure across the re-
gion hit.

The Brent North Sea crude 
contract, the international 
benchmark, jumped more than 
eight percent to reach $85.12 

a barrel, its highest level since 
July 2024.

Precious metal prices fell 
sharply as traders piled in with 
strategic bets on energy and 
the US dollar.

Gold, which had risen the 
day before, shed more than 
four percent to around $5,075 
an ounc

Israel first responders say 12 injured 
after new Iran missile barrage
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel’s Magen David Adom 
emergency services said yes-

terdasy they were treating 12 
people with injuries following 
the latest salvo of missiles fired 
from Iran.

“Medics and paramedics are 
providing medical treatment 
and evacuating to hospitals 
12 injured people, including 
a woman of about 40 in mod-
erate condition with blast in-
juries, and 11 people lightly 

injured with cuts from glass 
shards and blast injuries,” an 
MDA statement said.

Israeli police said officers 
were operating at several sites 
in the central and Tel Aviv 
districts where shrapnel had 
fallen. AFP footage showed se-
curity forces in high visibility 
vests and helmets deployed 
at one site. At another, a fire 
engine was stationed as forces 
sprayed non-flammable foam 
on the charred wreckage of 
cars.

• Israeli Foreign 
Minister Gideon Saar 
urged countries to 
cut ties with Iran, 
during a virtual 
meeting with 
around 60 envoys 
stationed in Israel.

• “The foreign 
minister told the 
ambassadors that... 
countries around 
the world must cut 
off their relations 
with (Iran),” a 
statement issued by 
Saar’s office said.

• The escalation 
of Middle East 
hostilities has 
displaced at least 
30,000 people in 
Lebanon, the UN 
refugee agency 
said in Geneva.

• The Iranian Red 
Crescent said that 
more than 780 people 
have been killed 
nationwide since 
the US and Israeli 
strikes began. AFP 
was not in a position 
to verify the figure.

• A reporter and 
cameraman for 
CNN Turk were 
detained in Israel 
while shooting a 
live broadcast in Tel 
Aviv, the company 
and officials said.

• Lebanese 
president says ban on 
Hezbollah’s military 
activity ‘irreversible’

• Iran nuclear site 
suffered ‘recent 
damage’: UN 
nuclear agency

• Tehran’s 
Mehrabad airport 
targeted by strikes: 
Iranian media

• Israel strikes 
Islamist group’s 
HQ in Sidon, south 
Lebanon: state media

• Israel’s military 
said it struck Iranian 
industrial sites used 
to produce weapons, 
“particularly 
ballistic missiles”.

• Israel ordered its 
forces to take control 
of more positions 
inside Lebanon to 
create a buffer zone.

• US embassy in 
Lebanon says will 
remain closed until 
further notice

Boys sitting on the side of a road watch as behind a tall smoke plume billows following an 
explosion in the Fujairah industrial zone

Israeli security forces and emergency personnel stand next to the wreckage of cars at a site struck by a 
projectile in Ramat Gan near Tel Aviv

NATO chief says ‘widespread 
support’ for US Iran campaign
AFP | Brussels, Belgium

NATO chief Mark Rutte said 
yesterday there was broad 

backing among US European 
allies for President Donald 
Trump’s military campaign 
against Iran.

Washington’s bombardment 
of Iran -- which saw supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-

nei killed -- has unleashed air-
strikes across the Middle East.

“I feel widespread support 
in Europe. I was on the phone 
with many leaders over the 
weekend and also early this 
week,” Rutte told journalists 
on a visit to North Macedonia.

“I clearly sensed that tak-
ing out the nuclear capability, 
taking out the ballistic missile 

capability, and also Khamenei 
gone, this is applauded by many 
of my colleagues in NATO.”

Rutte underlined that the 
NATO military alliance -- found-
ed to protect Europe and North 
America -- was “not involved” 
in the military operations.

“But I can assure you that 
NATO will defend every inch of 
NATO territory,” he said.

Iranian nationals arrive in Turkey after passing through the Razi-Kapiköy border crossing in Van, north-
eastern Turkey

Saudi condemns ‘unjustified’ Iran 
attack on US embassy in Riyadh
AFP | Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

Saudi Arabia condemned yes-
terday an overnight Iranian 

attack on the US embassy in Ri-

yadh, as Tehran keeps up its re-
taliation campaign in the Gulf 
over US and Israeli strikes.

The Saudi foreign ministry in a 
statement expressed “its strong-

est condemnation and rejection 
of the heinous attack that target-
ed the US Embassy building in Ri-
yadh”, describing it as “cowardly 
and unjustified”.

Lebanese president says ban on Hezbollah’s military activ
ity ‘irreversible’

Israel army says struck Iran’s presidential office, security council building
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

The Israeli military on Tues-
day said it had carried out 

air strikes on Iran’s presidential 
office and the National Security 
Council building in Tehran as 
part of its ongoing campaign 

against the Islamic republic.
“The Israeli Air Force... struck 

and dismantled facilities within 
the leadership compound of the 

Iranian terrorist regime in the 
heart of Tehran” overnight, the 
military said. “During the strike 
on the compound, numerous 

munitions were dropped on 
the presidential office and the 
building of the Supreme Nation-
al Security Council,” it added.

Iran warns European countries against 
joining war: foreign ministry
AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran warned European 
countries yesterday against 

joining its conflict with Is-
rael and the United States , 
after Germany, Britain and 
France said they could take 
“defensive action” to destroy 
Iran’s missile-launching ca-

pabilities. “It would be an act 
of war. Any such act against 
Iran would be regarded as 
complicity with the aggres-
sors. It would be regarded as 
an act of war against Iran,” 
foreign ministry spokesman 
Esmaeil Baqaei said at a press 
briefing when asked about 
the statement.

Pieces of missiles and drones recovered after Iran’s strikes are displayed during a press briefing 
by the UAE government held in Abu Dhabi

The US embassy headquarters in Riyadh is pictured yesterday, after it was hit by drone strikes earlier.

Ukraine offers Gulf states 
air defence swap
AFP | Kyiv, Ukraine

Ukrainian President Volod-
ymyr Zelensky yesterday 

offered US allies in the Middle 
East a swap of some of their air 
defence missiles in exchange 
for Kyiv’s vaunted drone inter-
ceptors, to better protect them 
from Iranian drone attacks.

Russia has been using Ira-
nian-designed Shahed drones 
throughout its four-year inva-
sion of Ukraine, and Kyiv has 
developed a range of cheap and 
effective drone interceptors -- 
aerial craft designed to hit in-
coming attack drones mid-air 
-- that it says are world-lead-
ing.

At the same time, Ukraine 
is struggling with a shortage 
of PAC-3 air defence missiles 
-- expensive ammunition fired 
at incoming Russian missiles 
to defend Ukrainian cities and 
critical infrastructure.

“The number one issue is 
how to protect their skies. We 
ourselves live with this ques-
tion,” Zelensky said.

“Let’s speak about weapons 
that we’re short of: PAC-3 mis-
siles -- if they give them to us, 
we will give them intercep-
tors,” he added.

PAC-3 missiles, he said, do 
not work to protect against a 
barrage of hundreds of Shahed 
drones.


