
Will Smith says he’ll ‘consider’ 
running for political office 
‘at some point’
Fox | Los Angeles

Will Smith isn’t ruling out 
running for political of-
fice “at some point.”

The actor -- best known for his 
roles on “Fresh Prince of Bel-Air” 
and “Men In Black” -- said in a new 
interview that he’s not opposed to 
entering the world of public office.

“I think for now I’ll let that office 
get cleaned up a little bit and then 
I’ll consider that at some point 
down the line,” Smith, 52, said on 
the “Pod Save America Podcast.”

The actor continued that he 
plans to “certainly do my part, 
whether it remains artistic or, or, 
at some point ventures into the 
political arena.”

Smith also discussed his experi-
ences with racism and shared that 
he has been called the N-word “fix 
or six times.”

“Fortunately for my psyche, I’ve 
never been called N-word by a 
smart person. So I grew up with 
the impression that racists and rac-
ism are stupid and they are easy to 
get around, I just had to be smart-
er,” he shared.

He said that once he started in 
Hollywood, he began to notice “a 
difference between ignorance and 
evil.”

“Ignorance is more prevalent 
than blatant evil, so I’ve always 
been encouraged that the process 
of education and understanding 

could alleviate some of 
the more danger-
ous and diffi-
cult aspects 
o f  r a c i s m 
t h a t  h av e 
u n f o r t u -
nately been 
e m b e d d e d 
in the very 
fibers of our 
country,” he 
said.

Smith is 
c u r r e n t l y 
p r o m o t i n g 
his new Netflix 
series, “Amend: The 
Fight For America.”
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Across
1- To a greater extent; 7- ___-Magnon man; 10- Child’s bed; 14- Soap ingredient; 15- Atmos-
phere; 16- Sharpen; 17- Regular customer; 18- Cal. pages; 19- Charisma, atmosphere; 20- 
Limber; 23- Violently intense; 26- Historic time; 27- Wanting; 28- Lotion ingredient; 29- Hot 
tub; 30- Guy’s partner; 31- Vagabond; 33- Fell; 34- Tempe sch.; 37- Big bird; 38- ___-disant 
(self-styled); 39- Affirmative reply; 40- Metal container; 41- Mayday!; 42- Summer Games 
org.; 43- Mental; 45- CPR expert; 46- Any person; 47- Hades; 48- Africa’s most populous 
city; 51- Guadalajara gold; 52- “Siddhartha” author; 53- Destitute; 56- Tailless amphibian; 
57- Ruckus; 58- Light cotton fabric; 62- Limerick language; 63- ___ Aviv; 64- Gave a speech; 
65- Cong. meeting; 66- Just the Way You ___; 67- Emphasis;

Down 
1- Cleaning implement; 2- Pay stub?; 3- Not emp.; 4- Prior; 5- Lost a lap; 6- Vintner’s prefix; 
7- Photographic device; 8- Dry red wine; 9- Estimator’s phrase; 10- French fashion design-
er; 11- Path; 12- How some losses are shown; 13- Small and round, as eyes; 21- Infected; 
22- Sort of; 23- All-night parties; 24- 1836 siege site; 25- Counterfeit; 29- Snob; 30- Farm 
birds; 32- “I, Robot” author; 33- Greek god of sleep; 34- Pains; 35- Leaves port; 36- Quitter’s 
cry; 44- Cheese; 45- Washes away; 46- New World songbird; 48- Quotes; 49- Dean Martin’s 
“That’s ___”; 50- Bridge declaration; 51- Cry from the bench; 52- Compassion; 54- I could ___ 
horse!; 55- Med. care providers; 59- Road with a no.; 60- DDE’s rival; 61- Radical ‘60s grp.;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

celebs

Anne-Marie Duff: After first acting job, I 
thought everybody would be best friends

IANS | London

English actress Anne-Marie 
Duff, best known for her 

roles in films such as Enigma, 
Nowhere Boy and Before I 
Go To Sleep, said after her 
first job she thought every-
body would become her best 
friends. The reality, of course, 
was different.

“After my first job in acting 
I believed everybody would be 
best friends for ever. We’d all 
become so close. You realise 
quite quickly that it’s like lots 
of passionate love affairs. 
Along the way you collect 
people and they stay with 
you. You might not see each 
other properly for five or 
six years then you’re back in 

rehearsals together and it’s as if you 
never left,” Marie Duff said, female-
first.co.uk reported.

She added: “That’s the nature of 
actors -- they’re generally very open, 
funny and forgiving people.”

The London-born actress still re-
members shedding tears of joy upon 
getting her first break.

She told the Guardian: “I remem-
ber getting the bus home from my 
very first job. I was skint, on Equity 
minimum, it was a small part. I cried 
with happiness. I thought: My god, 
I’m actually doing this. I’m actually 
acting for a living!”

Britain’s theatre industry is in crisis 
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. The 
actress can’t wait for the pandemic 
to ease and for the industry to return 
to something like normality.

She said: “Being in a room when a 

dancer holds another dancer or an 
actor makes themselves vulnerable 
is going to be so potent. We’ve been 
behind masks for ages. It’s very pow-
erful psychologically what that does 
to us -- you can’t see me smile, can’t 
hear me properly. It will be amazing to 
hear someone play a guitar in front of  
you.”

After my first job in acting 
I believed everybody 

would be best friends for 
ever. We’d all become so 
close. You realise quite 

quickly that it’s like lots of 
passionate love affairs

ANNE-MARIE DUFF

Ashley Benson: I keep 
my relationships private
IANS | Los Angeles

Actress Ashley Benson is 
not someone who likes to 

reveal details about her per-
sonal life. The “Pretty Little 
Liars” star says this helps in 
protecting one’s relation-
ship.

Benson says that 
nothing can be done 
if you are photo-
graphed together 
but is best not to be 
“overexposed”.

“I usually keep 
my relationships 
private. You ob-
viously  can’t 
help if you get 
photographed 
together. [But] it’s 
more sacred that 
way. Those private 
moments are for you 
and your partner, and 
I think it’s best not to 
be over-exposed, and 

you can really protect 
your relationship if 
you’re not exploit-
ing it,” the actress 
said in a recent 

interview with 
Cosmopolitan, 
according to eo-
nline.com.

The actress, 
who was dat-
ing model Cara 
D e l e v i n g n e , 
broke up last 
April. Then, she 

dated rapper 
G -Eazy but 
did not give 
out details 
even when 
they part-
ed ways in 
February 
2021.

Jessica Alexander in 
live action remake of 
‘The Little Mermaid’
IANS | Los Angeles

British actress Jessica Alex-
ander has joined the cast 

of the live-action remake of 
the 1989 animated classic “The 
Little Mermaid”.

Alexander joins a stellar line 
that includes Melissa 
McCarthy as the 
evil sea witch 
Ursula, Javier 
Bardem as King 
Triton and Halle 
Bailey as Ariel the 
mermaid, reports 

Deadline.
T h e  u p -

coming film is 
directed by Rob 

Marshall and writ-
ten by David Magee. 

It will feature songs from 
the original film version, as 
well as new music from com-
poser Alan Menken and the 
lyrics provided by “Hamilton” 
creator Lin-Manuel Miranda.

Miranda and Marshall are 

also producing the project.
Alexander is known for her 

role in the teen drama, “Get 
Even”. Apart from “The Little 

Mermaid”, Alexan-
der will also be 

seen in the 
u p c o m i n g 
film “Glass-
house”.

Dolly Parton receives coronavirus vaccine she helped fund
Fox | Los Angeles

Dolly Parton has received 
her first dose of the 

coronavirus vaccine.
On Tuesday, the country 

music legend, 75, posted a 
photo and video of herself 
at the Vanderbilt Universi-
ty Medical Center getting 
the injection from a medical 
professional.

“Dolly gets a dose of her 
own medicine,” the “Jolene” 
singer captioned the video.

“I’m finally going to get 
my vaccine, I’m so excit-
ed!” Parton exclaimed. “I’ve 

been waiting a while, I’m 
old enough to get it and I’m 
smart enough to get it.”

Parton then sings a “vac-
cine” version of her famed 
hit, “Jolene,” before she 
is later seen putting on a 
blue mask as the doctor 
enters the video to ad-
minister the shot. Par-
ton then bravely takes 
the shot without a flinch.

Back in April 2020, Parton 
announced that she was 
donating $1 million to re-

searchers at the university 
to help develop a vaccine

KNOW WHAT

I usually keep my 
relationships private. 

You obviously 
can’t help if you 
get photographed 
together. [But] it’s 

more sacred that 
way
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