
I’VE LEARNED THAT PEOPLE WILL FORGET 
WHAT YOU SAID, PEOPLE WILL FORGET 
WHAT YOU DID, BUT PEOPLE WILL NEVER 
FORGET HOW YOU MADE THEM FEEL
MAYA ANGELOU
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Thomas Jefferson is the 
first US President to be 
inaugurated in Washing-
ton, D.C.

 Abraham Lincoln is inaugurated as the 16th 
US President

Franklin D. Roosevelt inaugurated as 
32nd US President, pledges to pull US out 
of the Depression, “We have nothing to 
fear but fear itself”

1st flight of the 
airship Hindenburg 
at Friedrichshafen, 

Germany
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An educator is leading 
the Department of 

Education once again. I 
look forward to work-
ing with @SecCardona  
to safely reopen our na-
tion’s schools and ensure 
every child has access to 
a quality education.

@JoeBiden

Today is #WorldWild-
lifeDay . It should be 

a day of celebration, but 
instead we’ve turned it 
into day of sorrow. The 
loss of wildlife habitat 
and biodiversity is still 
being completely ig-
nored in every aspect of 
our lives and societies.

@GretaThunberg

La n d m a r k  E v e n t ! 
#Gambia has just re-

ceived its first batch of 
36 000 doses of the #As-
traZeneca #COVID19 vac-
cine via #COVAX. This is 
a giant step towards our 
goal in ensuring equitable 
distribution of COVID-19 
vaccines worldwide.

@DrTedros

On #WorldWildlifeD-
ay, I salute all those 

working towards wildlife 
protection. Be it lions, ti-
gers and leopards, India 
is seeing a steady rise in 
the population of various 
animals. We should do 
everything possible to 
ensure protection of our 
forests and safe habitats 
for animals.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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115,451,672

2,563,182

91,229,393

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+251,631

+3,623

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 183,591 10,778 141,655 31,158

Saudi 
Arabia

378,333 +331 6,510 +5 369,277 2,546

UAE 399,463 +2,692 1,269 +16 385,587 12,607

Kuwait 193,372 1,092 181,119 11,161

Oman 142,527 +358 1,583 +3 133,138 7,806

Qatar 165,071 +471 260 +1 154,752 10,059

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 29,372,918 529,265

2 India 11,152,127 157,447

3 Brazil 10,647,845 257,562

4 Russia 4,278,750 87,348

5 UK 4,188,400 123,296

6 France 3,783,528 87,220

7 Spain 3,130,184 69,801

8 Italy 2,955,434 98,288

9 Turkey 2,723,316 28,706

10 Germany 2,462,061 71,325

11 Colombia 2,259,599 59,972

12 Argentina 2,118,676 52,192

13 Mexico 2,097,194 187,187

14 Poland 1,735,406 44,360

G l o b a l  t a l l y
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Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u Turkey and Egypt 
could negotiate and sign a 
maritime demarcation deal 
in the eastern Mediterranean 
if their ties, which have been 
strained, allow for such 
a move, Turkish Foreign 
Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
said yesterday.  Cavusoglu told a 
news conference that Egypt’s exploration bids 
had respected Turkey’s continental shelf in the 
region and Ankara viewed this positively. “As 
the two countries with the longest coastlines 
in the eastern Mediterranean, if our ties and 
the conditions allow it, we can also negotiate a 
maritime demarcation deal with Egypt and sign 
it amongst ourselves,” Cavusoglu said.

u The Islamic State has claimed responsibility for an 
attack that killed three female media workers in eastern 

Afghanistan. The 
militant group, which 
has a presence in 
Afghanistan, said its 
fighters had targeted 
the three female 

employees of a television station in the eastern city of Jalalabad on Tuesday 
evening, according to the SITE Intelligence group. The women, who worked for 
local broadcaster Enikas TV, were aged between 18 and 20 and were shot on their 
way home from work, according to Afghan officials. Their burials took place on 
Wednesday after prayer ceremonies, according to a provincial council member.

u South 
Korean 
authorities are 
investigating 
the deaths of 
two people, 
both with pre-existing conditions, who died within days of 
receiving AstraZeneca’s COVID-19 vaccine. AstraZeneca said it was 
aware of the investigation by the Korea Disease Control and Prevention Agency 
(KDCA), but the safety of the vaccine has been extensively 
studied in clinical trials with data confirming it is generally 
well tolerated.

u Australian 
conservationists 
yesterday unveiled 
plans to build the 
world’s first refuge 
for the platypus, 
to promote breeding and 
rehabilitation as the duck-billed 
mammal faces extinction due 
to climate change. The Taronga 
Conservation Society Australia and the New South Wales State government 
said they would build the specialist facility, mostly ponds and burrows for the 
semiaquatic creatures, at a zoo 391 km (243 miles) from Sydney, by 2022, which 
could house up to 65 platypuses.

Islamic State 
says it killed female 
media workers in 
east Afghanistan

South Korea 
investigates deaths 
of two who received 
AstraZeneca vaccine

Australia 
building 
world’s first 
platypus 
sanctuary

Turkey says 
it may negotiate 
maritime 
demarcation 

with Egypt

The military justified the 
coup saying its complaints 
of voter fraud in the Nov. 

8 vote were ignored. 
Suu Kyi’s party won by 
a landslide, earning a 

second term. The election 
commission said the vote 

was fair.

KNOW WHAT

• The security forces 
resorted to live fire 
with little warning in 
several towns and cities

• The heaviest toll 
was in the central 
town of Monywa

Reuters 

Myanmar security forces 
opened fire on protests 
against military rule 

on Wednesday, killing at least 13 
people, witnesses and media re-
ported, a day after neighbouring 
countries called for restraint and 
offered to help Myanmar resolve 
the crisis.

The security forces resorted 
to live fire with little warning 
in several towns and cities, wit-
nesses said, as the junta appeared 
more determined than ever to 
stamp out protests against the 
Feb. 1 coup that ousted the elected 
government of Aung San Suu Kyi.

“It’s horrific, it’s a massacre. No 

words can describe the situation 
and our feelings,” youth activist 
Thinzar Shunlei Yi told Reuters 
via a messaging app.

A spokesman for the ruling 
military council did not answer 
telephone calls seeking comment.

The heaviest toll was in the cen-
tral town of Monywa, where five 
people - four men and one wom-
an - were killed, said Ko Thit Sar, 
editor of the Monywa Gazette.

“We’ve confirmed with family 
members and doctors, five people 
have been killed,” he told Reuters.

“At least 30 people are wound-
ed, some still unconscious.”

In the main city Yangon, wit-
nesses said at least three people 
were killed when security forces 
opened fire with automatic weap-
ons in the early evening.

“I heard so much continuous 
firing. I lay down on the ground, 
they shoot a lot and I saw two 
people killed on the spot,” pro-
tester Kaung Pyae Sone Tun, 23, 
told Reuters. He said several peo-
ple were wounded and carried 
away.

Two people were killed in the 
country’s second-biggest city 

Mandalay, a witness and media 
reports said. Two people were 
killed in the northern mining 
town of Hpakant, a resident there 
said, and one person was killed 
in the central town of Myingyan.

At least 35 people have been 
killed since the coup.

The violence came a day after 
foreign ministers from Southeast 
Asian neighbours urged restraint 
but failed to unite behind a call 
for the release Suu Kyi and the 
restoration of democracy.

“The country is like the Tianan-
men Square in most of its major 
cities,” the Archbishop of Yangon, 
Cardinal Charles Maung Bo, said 
on Twitter, referring to the vio-

lent suppression of student-led 
protests in Beijing in 1989.

Security forces breaking up 
protests in Yangon detained about 
300 protesters, the Myanmar 
Now news agency reported.

Video posted on social media 
showed lines of young men, hands 
on heads, filing into army trucks 
as police and soldiers stood guard. 
Reuters was unable to verify the 
footage.

‘CONTINUE THIS FIGHT’
Images of a 19-year-old wom-

an, one of the two shot dead in 
Mandalay, showed her wearing 
a T-shirt that read “Everything 
will be OK”.

Police in Yangon ordered three 
medics out of an ambulance, 
shot up the windscreen and then 
kicked and beat the workers 
with gun butts and batons, video 
broadcast by US-funded Radio 
Free Asia showed. Reuters was 
unable to verify the video inde-
pendently.

Democracy activist Esther Ze 
Naw told Reuters that the sacri-
fices of those who died would not 
be in vain.

“We will continue this fight and 
win. We shall overcome this and 
win,” she said.

On Tuesday, the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
failed to make a breakthrough in a 
virtual foreign ministers’ meeting 
on Myanmar.

While united in a call for re-
straint, only four members - In-
donesia, Malaysia, the Philippines 

and Singapore - called for the 
release of Suu Kyi and other de-
tainees.

“We expressed ASEAN’s readi-
ness to assist Myanmar in a pos-
itive, peaceful and constructive 
manner,” the ASEAN chair, Brunei, 
said in a statement.

Myanmar’s state media said the 
military-appointed foreign minis-
ter, Wunna Maung Lwin, attend-
ed the conference and “apprised 
the meeting of voting irregulari-
ties” in a November election.

Junta leader Senior General 
Min Aung Hlaing has pledged to 
hold new elections but given no 
time frame.

Suu Kyi, 75, has been held in-
communicado since the coup but 
appeared at a court hearing via 
video conferencing this week and 
looked in good health, a lawyer 
said. She is one of nearly 1,300 
people who have been detained, 
according to activists.

Ousted President Win Myint 
is facing two new charges, his 
lawyer, Khin Maung Zaw, said, 
including one for a breach of the 
constitution that is punishable by 
up to three years in prison.

Deadly crackdown Myanmar security forces shoot 
dead 13 anti-coup protesters

35
At least 35 people have 

been killed since the coup.

Protesters lie on the ground after police open fire to disperse an anti-coup protest in Mandalay, Myanmar Protesters cover with makeshift shields during an anti-coup protest in Mandalay

UK’s Prince 
Philip ‘slightly 
improving’
Reuters | London

Br i t -
ain’s 

P r i n c e 
P h i l i p, 
the 99-year-old husband of 
Queen Elizabeth who is in 
hospital for tests for a heart 
condition and treatment 
for an infection, is “slightly 
improving”, Camilla, the 
Duchess of Cornwall said 
yesterday. 

Philip, the Duke of Edin-
burgh, has been in hospital 
for over two weeks since 
he was admitted having 
felt unwell, and on Mon-
day moved hospitals to 
one specialising in cardiac 
treatment, for tests and ob-
servation for a pre-existing 
heart condition.

Rockets land at Iraqi air 
base hosting US forces
Reuters | Baghdad

At least 10 rockets landed 
on Wednesday at Iraq’s 

Ain al-Asad air base that hosts 
United States, coalition and 
Iraqi forces, the Iraqi military 
said.

It was the second rocket at-
tack in Iraq this month and 
came two days before Pope 
Francis is due to visit the coun-
try.

The attack caused no sig-
nificant losses, Iraqi’s military 
said without going into further 
detail.

A Baghdad Operations Com-
mand official told Reuters 
earlier that about 13 rockets 
were launched from a location 
about 8 km (5 miles) from the 
base, which is in western An-
bar province.

Another Iraqi security 

source and a government of-
ficial who spoke on condition 
of anonymity said the rockets 
were launched from the Baia-
der area, west of Baghdadi city.

The Pope will visit Iraq from 
March 5-8 despite deteriorat-
ing security in some parts of 
the country.

Military vehicles of U.S. soldiers are 
seen at Ain al-Asad air base in Anbar 
province, Iraq

Pregnant woman, 
five others killed as 
ambulance hits land 
mine in Burkina 
Faso
Reuters | Ouagadougou

A pregnant woman and 
five other people died 

when an ambulance carry-
ing them hit a land mine in 
northern Burkina Faso, in 
an area that has come under 
repeated militant attacks, 
the government said.

The ambulance was car-
rying the woman, her hus-
band, a girl and two other 
women between the towns 
of Gaskindé and Namis-
siguia, near Burkina Faso’s 
border with Mali on Tues-
day, the government said.

No group immediately 
claimed responsibility for 
laying the land mine.

Attacks in Burkina Faso 
by fighters linked to Al Qa-
eda and Islamic State have 
risen sharply over the last 
three years, displacing more 
than a million people. Last 
month, Burkina Faso’s gov-
ernment for the first time 
said that it was open to talks 
with Islamist militants to 
try to end the insurgency, a 
position echoed by author-
ities in neighbouring Mali.

Spanish king’s 
sisters spark outcry 
by getting early 
vaccine in Abu 
Dhabi
Reuters | Madrid

The sisters of Spain’s 
King Felipe were vacci-

nated against the coronavi-
rus in Abu Dhabi last month 
while visiting their father, 
online newspaper El Confi-
dencial reported yesterday, 
sparking outrage at home 
where most Spaniards are 
still awaiting shots.

Elena de Borbon and her 
sister Cristina visited for-
mer king Juan Carlos who 
has been living in the United 
Arab Emirates since leav-
ing Spain in August amid a 
cloud of scandal.

It was not clear how the 
two got their shots, as the 
UAE only provides free COV-
ID-19 vaccinations to resi-
dents and citizens, and re-
quires a valid identification 
card. According to statistics 
from World in Data, as many 
as 60% of the UAE’s popula-
tion have received a vaccine 
so far.

“It is very unpleasant, 
very ugly,” Labour Minister 
Yolanda Diaz told Spanish 
state television TVE. 

Reuters | Bangkok

Thai navy sailors braved chop-
py waters to launch a dramat-

ic rescue this week after discover-
ing four cats had been abandoned 
on a sinking ship that caught fire 
off a paradise island.

After the crew had been taken 
to safety on Tuesday, the navy was 
sent to the site of the capsized 
vessel to check for an oil spill, but 
discovered a few crew members 
had been forgotten.

“I used my camera to zoom in 
to the boat, and I saw one or two 
cats popping their heads out,” said 
First-Class Petty Officer Wichit 
Pukdeelon of the navy’s air and 
coastal defence division.

A sailor in a life vest swam out 
to the capsized boat, on which 
four ginger cats were huddled 
together on a wooden beam.

The rescuer brought the cats to 
his boat on his shoulder above the 
water level, with his team pulling 
him in by rope.

His posts on the res-

cue received more than 2,500 
comments on Facebook on 
Wednesday praising the crew.

The cats are now being cared 
for by their rescuers at their com-
mand post on the island of Koh 

Lipe.

Cambodia’s Royal 
Turtle lays eggs in 
captivity for first 
time

AFP News

An endangered turtle 
bred in captivity laid 

eggs for the first time in 
Cambodia, conservationists 
said this week, in a massive 
win for animal protection in 
the kingdom.

The animal was among 
five Royal Turtles -- once 
feared extinct in the coun-
try -- that laid more than 
70 eggs.

Cambodia is home to 
several populations of en-
dangered turtles, whose 
numbers have dwindled 
due to demand for them 
in Vietnam and China as 
delicacies and for use in 
traditional medicine. Royal 
Turtles, formally classified 
as Southern River Terra-
pins, were pushed to the 
brink of extinction by hunt-
ing and sand mining, which 
destroys the banks where 
they lay their eggs.

Purrfect rescue

No mystery, top American pandemic 
expert lists nine govt actions behind 

plummeting Covid cases in India
News 18

There has been a global 
puzzlement at how India 

has managed to dramatically 
lower the spread of Covid-19 
cases and fatality rates over the 
last few months, with some ex-
perts calling it a “mystery”, but 
American scientist Yaneer Bar-
Yam has said credit should go 
to the government for being 
able to identify and leverage its 
strengths to limit the spread of 
the infection.

Bar-Yam, who specialises in 
quantitative analysis of pan-
demics, said underlying factors 
such as previous successful re-
sponse efforts in pandemics, 
less urbanisation that limits 
travel and rates of community 
transmission, limited travel and 
localised tourism were all im-
portant in mitigating the impact 
of Covid-19.

But he pointed out that swift 
government action of “restrict-
ing/regulating movement to in-
creasing public health capacity 
to meet the increasing demands 
of the pandemic,” were equally 
essential as India seems to have 
done enough to emerge suc-
cessful in limiting the impact 
of the virus.

In September last year, In-
dia was confirming nearly 1 
lakh cases a day, but that figure 
has dropped to approximately 
12,000 as the country has ef-
fectively flattened the curve. 
The case fatality rate has also 
dropped sharply.

Highlighting steps taken by 
the government, Bar-Yam said 
that in particular decisions to 
impose severe restrictions on 
travel, stop gatherings, targeted 
localized lockdowns, school 
closures, had proven effective 
in controlling the outbreak. 
Other major steps like effec-
tive public communication, 
improvements in case identi-
fication, rapid ramping of in-
dustrial production of masks 
and other personal protective 
equipment (PPE) and testing 
capacity, have also contributed, 
he added.

Bar-Yam said that India’s 
success showed that time and 

travel are key to controlling 
pandemics. “The message to 
go out from India therefore is 
‘restrict travel in areas wherein 
cases are there, isolate cases 
and don’t allow them to trans-
mit infection’,” he wrote.

In a paper published on his 
website endcoronavirus.org, 
he listed the nine major gov-
ernment actions because of 
which India had managed to 
tame the infection as well as 
it has:
u  He described the zon-

ing of the country into three 
zones – red, orange and green 
– for localised lockdowns as 
probably the most effective step 
taken by the government last 
April. While severe restrictions 
were imposed in affected dis-
tricts, there was partial lifting 
of restrictions in unaffected 
districts, along with the open-
ing up of some sectors to meet 
the economic challenge.
u Restriction on travel was 

the second most important 
step, as travel was regulated 
through issue of e-pass with 
checks on state borders across 
the country. The regulation of 
travel continues into 2021 as 
travel has not been fully de-reg-
ulated, he said.
u  Isolation and contact 

tracing of individuals who test 
positive to Covid-19, and quar-
antining of primary high-risk 
contacts has been an effective 
strategy.
u  The government shut 

down all colleges and schools 
for an extended period, and 

the recent reopening has been 
partial and only in the context 
of the very low number of cases 
recently.
u  Bar-Yam said highlight-

ed the contribution of the In-
dian industry, which he said 
responded like never before by 
producing masks and personal 
protective equipment at great 
pace not only to meet the coun-
try’s requirements, but also to 
supply to the world.
u  India has gone from a sin-

gle lab that could perform RT-
PCR tests for Covid-19 to over 
2300 in a short span of time, 
and this number has reduced 
the test result return time and 
also strengthened isolation and 
quarantine strategy.
u From cautionary call-

er tunes on phones to heavy 
fines for not wearing masks, 
spreading public awareness 
about Covid-19 risks has been 
a major initiative of the gov-
ernment, and this has meant 
the population more willingly 
accepted restriction guidelines.
u  The American scien-

tist also praised the response 
in high-density urban areas, 
which posed the greatest chal-
lenge, but the refinement of 
lockdowns, travel restrictions, 
rapid case identification, and 
communication found in other 
locations, has helped limited 
the spread.
u He said that the vaccina-

tion drive, which is the largest 
in the world, is also expected to 
have an increasingly significant 
impact on the outbreak control 
in India.


