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HISTORY
Roman Emperor Septimius Severus dies 
in Eboracum (York) in England, leaving 
the Roman Empire in the hands of his two 
quarrelsome sons, Caracalla and Geta

Coronation of Zhao Kuangyin as 
Emperor Taizu of the Song initiates 

three centuries of Song Dynasty 
dominance in southern China

First US Electoral College chooses 
George Washington as President and 
John Adams as Vice President

The Palestine 
National Congress 

appoints Yasser Arafat 
chairman of the PLO
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It was an Honor to 
speak with Prime 

Minister Modi, of India, 
this morning... He agreed 
to stop buying Russian 
Oil, and to buy much 
more from the United 
States and, potentially, 
Venezuela. This will help 
END THE WAR in Ukraine

@POTUS

The rule of law is a 
cornerstone of glob-

al peace & security.The 
key to friendly relations 
among the countries and 
regions of the world.And 
the beating heart of the@
UN Charter. It’s time for 
all countries to recommit 
to the full respect of in-
ternational law. To live 
up to the promises & ob-
ligations outlined in the 
Charter.

@antonioguterres

Wonderful to speak 
w i t h  m y  d e a r 

friend President Trump 
today. Delighted that 
Made in India products 
will now have a reduced 
tariff of 18%. Big thanks 
to President Trump on 
behalf of the 1.4 billion 
people of India for this 
wonderful announce-
ment.

When two large econ-
omies and the world’s 
largest  democracies 
work together, it benefits 
our people and unlocks 
immense opportunities 
for mutually beneficial 
cooperation.

President Trump’s 
leadership is vital for 
global peace, stability, 
and prosperity. India 
fully supports his efforts 
for peace.

I  look forward to 
working closely with 
him to take our partner-
ship to unprecedented 
heights.

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u British maritime security 
firm Vanguard Tech said yesterday  
that a US-flagged tanker was 
approached and challenged by Iranian 
gunboats in the Strait of Hormuz, 
before continuing on its way.  The 
Stena Imperative was approached 
by three pairs of small armed boats 
belonging to the Revolutionary Guards 
while transiting the Strait of Hormuz, 
approximately 16 nautical miles north of 
Oman, the company said. The gunboats 
hailed it by radio, ordering the captain 
“to stop the engines and prepare to be 
boarded,” but the ship increased speed and 
maintained course, the firm added, stressing it did not enter Iranian territorial 
waters. “The vessel is now being escorted by a US warship,” Vanguard Tech said. 
Earlier, the British maritime security agency UKMTO reported the incident without 
specifying the nationality of the ship nor of the boats that approached it.

u Israel’s army will appoint its highest-ranking 
Muslim woman to replace chief Arabic-language 
spokesman Avichay Adraee, the public face for 
Palestinians and Lebanese of its military campaigns,  
a military source said yesterday.  Major Ella Waweya 
will replace Lieutenant Colonel Avichay Adraee, who 
for people in Gaza and Lebanon is indelibly linked 
with Israel’s deadly bombing campaigns and known 

for what are seen as provocative uses of colloquial Arabic, koranic verses and 
humour in his messages. Waweya, 36, was born in Qalansawe, an Arab city 
in central Israel, and volunteered with the Israeli army at 24. As a deputy to 
Adraee, she was previously known online as “Captain Ella”, the source said. “As 
a child, she watched Arab media, and out of curiosity discovered the Israeli and 
Zionist narrative”, the source said. Around 20 percent of Israel’s population are 
Palestinians or their descendants who remained in 
what is now Israel after its creation in 1948.

u French President Emmanuel Macron 
said on Tuesday that he was preparing to resume 
dialogue with Vladimir Putin nearly four years after 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine but stressed Moscow 
was not showing any “real willingness” to negotiate 
a ceasefire. Macron said last year he believed Europe 
should reach back out to Putin, rather than leaving the 
United States alone to take the lead in negotiations to 
end the conflict in Ukraine that started with Russia’s 
full-scale invasion in 2022. “It is being prepared and 
so discussions are taking place at a technical level,” 
Macron said Tuesday in response to a question during a visit to northeastern 
France.
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 Iran has one of the largest proven 
oil and natural gas reserves in the 
world — it holds the fourth-largest 
crude oil reserves and the second-

largest natural gas reserves globally, 
making energy a key part of its 

economy and geopolitical role.

KNOW WHAT

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan arrived in Riyadh yesterday, Saudi media said, his first visit in more than two years.Erdogan is set to meet Saudi Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman during the visit -- his first to the kingdom since July 2023, which was part of a Gulf trip aimed at drumming up investments. There was no 
official indication of what the two sides would discuss. But Turkish state-run news agency Anadolu reported that they would discuss the “deepening cooperation” between 
the countries, as well as regional and global developments. It added that Erdogan would then travel to Cairo on Wednesday.

Erdogan visits Saudi Ten men charged in 
France over rape of 
drugged five-year-old
AFP | Lille, France

French prosecutors said yes-
terday they had charged 10 

men aged 29 to 50 in relation 
to an investigation into the 
alleged rape of a five-year-old 
boy while drugged.

The shocking case, in which 
the boy's father has been 
charged, is a rare example of 
sexual abuse using drugs in-
volving a young child.

An investigation was opened 
on February 15, 2025, follow-
ing a report on a "chemsex" 
party the previous night in the 
northern city of Lille. Chem-
sex is the practice of turbo-
charging sexual encounters 
with powerful drugs.

The allegations were that a 
five-year-old child who was 
"put in contact with adult 
males by his own father" suf-
fered "acts of sexual violence 
aggravated by the use of chem-
ical substances", it said.

It referred the matter to an 
investigating judge for acts 
committed in Lille between 
November 2024 and February 
14, 2025, including for "rape 
and sexual assault involving 
the administration of a sub-
stance to the victim, without 
their knowledge, to impair 

their judgment or control their 
actions".

Following an investigation, 
the 10 men were charged be-
tween February last year and 
last month.

One of the main suspects 
killed himself while being held 
in pretrial detention in June 
last year, the prosecutor's of-
fice said, without providing 
further details on his identity.

The father has been indicted 
for "incestuous sexual assault" 
and "complicity in aggravat-
ed rapes and sexual assaults 
against his son", the prosecu-
tor's office said.

He too was allegedly raped 
and assaulted during the same 
party, Lille prosecutor Samuel 
Finielz said.

The child is being looked af-
ter by his mother, from whom 
the father had separated be-
fore the alleged abuse.

The local Dernieres Nou-
velles d'Alsace newspaper 
reported that at least one of 
the men -- a 30-year-old truck 
driver who was charged in 
January -- was not accused of 
being a participant but some-
one who received a video and 
did not report it to the author-
ities.

Iran president confirms talks 
with US after Trump’s threats

Trump hopeful that Washington will “work something out”

 

• Qatar’s foreign 
ministry said diplomacy 
with Iran was “continuing 
very intensively”

• Araghchi said 
Tehran had lost trust 
in Washington

• Iranian officials 
have acknowledged 
more than 3,000 deaths 
during the unrest

AFP | Paris, France

Iran’s president confirmed 
yesterday that he had ordered 

the start of talks with the United 
States, provided they were free 
of threats, after his counterpart 
Donald Trump suggested “bad 
things” would happen without 
a deal.

There has been no official con-
firmation from Iran on where the 
talks would be held, but an Arab 
official, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, told AFP a meeting 
was likely to take place in Turkey 
on Friday, following diplomatic 
interventions by Ankara, as well 
as Egypt, Oman and Qatar.

The US leader has spoken of 
potential military action and sent 
an aircraft carrier group to the 
Middle East following anti-gov-
ernment protests in Iran that 
were met with a deadly crack-
down last month.

Trump has maintained he is 
hopeful that Washington will 
“work something out” with Teh-
ran, but also warned that “bad 
things would happen” if a deal 
was not agreed.

Tehran has insisted it wants 
diplomacy, while promising a de-
cisive response to any aggression.

“I have instructed my Minister 
of Foreign Affairs, provided that 
a suitable environment exists -- 
one free from threats and unrea-
sonable expectations -- to pursue 
fair and equitable negotiations,” 
President Masoud Pezeshkian 
wrote in a post on X.

He added that the talks fol-
lowed requests “from friendly 
governments”.

On Tuesday, Qatar’s foreign 
ministry said diplomacy with 
Iran was “continuing very inten-
sively”, in “tandem with all our 
neighbours”.

Earlier, a senior official from 
the UAE said Iran needed to reach 
a deal and “rebuild their relation-
ship with the United States”.

“I would like to see direct 
Iranian-American negotiations 
leading to understandings so that 
we don’t have these issues every 
other day,” said presidential ad-
viser Anwar Gargash.

Iran has repeatedly stressed 
that any talks should remain fo-
cused solely on the nuclear issue, 
rejecting the possibility of ne-
gotiations over its missile pro-
gramme or defence capabilities.

‘Fair and equitable deal’
In an interview with CNN 

broadcast on Monday, Iranian 
Foreign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi said Tehran had lost trust 
in Washington as a negotiating 
partner but a deal on the nuclear 
issue remained achievable.

“So I see the possibility of an-
other talk if the US negotiation 
team follows what President 
Trump said: to come to a fair 
and equitable deal to ensure that 
there is no nuclear weapons,” 
he said.

Thousands arrested
Iranian officials have acknowl-

edged more than 3,000 deaths 
during the unrest, but insist that 
most were members of the secu-
rity forces and innocent bystand-
ers, attributing the violence to 
“terrorist acts”.

The Human Rights Activ-
ists News Agency, a US-based 
NGO, says it has confirmed 6,854 
deaths, mostly protesters killed 
by security forces, with other 
rights groups warning the figure 
is likely far higher.

On Tuesday, the NGO said it had 
counted at least 50,235 arrests 
linked to the protests, with fur-
ther detentions ongoing.

Motorists drive past a large banner displaying an image of the victorious 
revolution in Tehran

Teen swims four 
hours to save family 
lost at sea off Australia

The boy made it across four kilometres of ocean

• The youngster said 
he started heading 
for shore with just 
his life jacket 

• When he reached 
the beach, the 
teen said he called 
emergency services

AFP | Sydney, Australia

A 13-year- old boy re-
counted yesterday how 
he swam for four hours 

through choppy waters off 
western Australia to get help 
for his family in a feat hailed 
by rescuers as “superhuman”.

The boy, named in local me-
dia as Austin Appelbee, made 
it across four kilometres (2.5 
miles) of ocean to raise the 
alarm after his mother and two 
younger siblings were swept 
out to sea.

He had gone out kayaking 
and paddle-boarding on the 
water Friday afternoon with 
his family.

But the waves soon grew, flip-
ping their boards and filling 
their kayak with water as they 
were dragged further out into 
the ocean.

“I was really scared,” the 
young teen told reporters.

“I was just thinking in my 
head, like thinking I was go-
ing to make it through. But I 
was also thinking about all my 

friends at school, and 
friends at my Christian 
youth,” he said.

“I just said: ‘Alright, 
not today, not today, not 
today. I have to keep on 
going’.”

The youngster said he started 
heading for shore with just his 
life jacket but later abandoned 
it to swim unencumbered.

“I was very puffed out, but I 
couldn’t feel how tired I was.”

The boy said he was trying 
to think of happy things, at one 
point singing the “Thomas the 
Tank Engine” theme song.

“At this time, you know, the 
waves are massive, and I have 
no life jacket on. So anyway, 
I just keep swimming. I do 
breaststroke. I do freestyle. 
Survival backstroke.”

‘Brave fella’
When he reached the beach, 

the teen said he called emer-
gency services and asked them 
to deploy boats, helicopters and 
planes, telling them: “My family 
is out at sea.”

Marine rescue volunteer 
Paul Bresland said the teen’s 
four-hour swim saved his fam-
ily, who were eventually found 
clinging to a paddleboard in the 
open ocean off the tourist town 
of Quindalup.

“He swam, he reckons, the 
first two hours with a life jack-
et on,” Bresland told national 
broadcaster ABC.

“And the brave fella thought 
he’s not going to make it with a 
life jacket on, so he ditched it, 

a n d 
he swam 

t h e n e x t  t w o 
hours without a life jacket.

“I thought, mate, that is in-
credible,” said Bresland, de-
scribing the boy’s efforts as 
“superhuman”.

Police inspector James Brad-
ley said the boy’s actions “can-
not be praised highly enough”.

“His determination and cour-
age ultimately saved the lives 
of his mother and siblings,” he 
told the ABC.

The boy’s mother, named in 
local media as Joanne, has also 
been praised for keeping her 
family alive during hours out at 
sea with her other son, 12-year-
old Beau, and eight-year-old 
daughter Grace.

“It seemed nice and calm to 
begin with,” the mother told 
reporters.

“One of the hardest decisions 
I’ve ever had to make was to say 
to Austin: ‘Try and get to shore 
and get some help, this could 
get really serious really quick-
ly’,” the mother was quoted as 
saying.

“As the sun went down I 
thought: ‘Something’s gone ter-
ribly wrong here’, and my fear 
was that Austin didn’t make it,” 
she said.

“Everything goes through 
your head.”

 The beach in Quindalup, Western Australia. Right, Austin Appelbee

Dozen people entered Egypt from 
Gaza on first day of Rafah opening

AFP | Rafah, Egypt

A handful of injured Pales-
tinians and their compan-

ions entered Egypt from Gaza 
on Monday, the first day of a 
limited reopening of the Rafah 
border crossing, a source on 
the Egyptian side of the border 
told AFP.

“Five injured people and 
seven companions” crossed 
the border, the source said on 
Tuesday.

The reopening, demanded 
by the United Nations and 
aid groups, is a key part of the 
second phase of US President 
Donald Trump’s truce plan 
for Gaza, where humanitarian 
conditions remain dire after 
two years of war.

The number of patients al-

lowed to enter Egypt through 
the crossing was limited to 50 
on Monday, each accompanied 
by two companions, according 
to three officials at the Egyp-
tian border.

An Egyptian health official 
told AFP on Monday that three 
ambulances had arrived with 
Palestinian patients who were 
screened upon arrival to de-
termine which hospital to be 
taken to.

AlQahera News,  cit ing 
Egypt’s health ministry, re-
ported that 150 hospitals and 
300 ambulances had been pre-
pared to receive Palestinian 
patients.

It said 12,000 doctors and 30 
rapid deployment teams had 
been allocated to work with 
those transferred.

Ambulances carrying Palestinian patients and war-wounded people, 
accompanied by relatives, get ready to leave the Gaza Strip for their 
treatment abroad through the Rafah border crossing between Gaza and 
Egypt

China’s BYD designing new model for India
AFP | Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates

China’s BYD, the world’s top 
electric car-maker, is pre-

paring a new model for India 
as it looks to continue its rapid 
growth overseas, executive vice 
president Stella Li said yester-
day.

Engineers at BYD’s headquar-
ters in Shenzhen, southern Chi-
na, are working on the design, 

she said, although the launch 
date remains unclear.

“India is a market for us but 
we need to put more effort,” Li 
said at the World Governments 
Summit in Dubai.

BYD, which began life as a 
battery company, sold 2.26 
million electric ve-
hicles last year, 
overtaking Elon 
Musk’s Tesla as 

the world’s top manufacturer.
The Chinese company now 

plans to “introduce a different 
model fitted for India”, Li said, 
without giving further details.

“My team is working on that, 
but there is still some work to 
do,” she said. She denied a re-

port that BYD is planning 
a car assembly plant in 
India.

Four out of every 10 cancer 
cases are preventable: WHO
AFP | Paris, France

Nearly four out of every 
10 cancer cases could be 

prevented if people avoided a 
range of risk factors including 
smoking, drinking, air pollu-
tion and certain infections, the 
World Health Organization 
said yesterday. 

New research published on 
the eve of World Cancer Day 
estimated that 38 percent of 
all new cancer cases globally 
in 2022 -- 7.1 million -- were 
linked to preventable causes.

The large team of research-
ers, which included the WHO’s 
International Agency for Re-
search on Cancer, looked at 30 
factors that increase the risk of 
getting cancer.

Tobacco was the leading of-
fender, responsible for 15 per-
cent of all new cancer cases, 
followed by cancer-causing 
infections with 10 percent and 
drinking alcohol with three 
percent, according to the study 
published in the journal Na-
ture Medicine.

Other risk factors includ-
ed being overweight, a lack 
of exercise, UV radiation and 
being exposed to threats such 
as asbestos while working.

“This is the first global anal-
ysis to show how much cancer 
risk comes from causes we can 
prevent,” senior study author 
Andre Ilbawi, the WHO’s team 
lead for cancer control, said in 
a statement.

Almost half of all the pre-
ventable cases were lung, 
stomach or cervical cancer.

Lung cancer was linked to 
smoking and air pollution, 
while stomach cancer was 
largely linked to a bacteria 
called Helicobacter pylori.

Cervical cancer cases were 
overwhelmingly caused by 
human papillomavirus (HPV), 
which vaccines are effective 
against.

Men were far more like-
ly to get preventable cancer, 
with 45 percent of new cases 
compared to 30 percent for 
women.

And nearly a quarter of 
all preventable cancer cases 
among men were from smok-
ing, compared to 11 percent for 
women.

To address the problem, the 
researchers called for coun-
tries to adopt strong tobacco 
control measures and  alcohol 
regulation, and to vaccinate 
against common infections 
such as HPV, improve air qual-
ity and ensure safer workplac-
es, healthy diets and exercise.

“If we want to reduce the 
cancer burden we also need to 
reduce the noncommunicable 
disease (NCD) burden -- it is in-
disputable that tobacco, alco-
hol, ultra-processed food and 
air quality are major drivers of 
multiple kinds of cancer,” said 
Katie Dain, CEO of the NCD 
Alliance.
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