
Other scores (player, game, series):  
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Manama 

Batelco defeated Gulf Air 6-2 in the third week of the Bahrain 
Industrial Bowling League at the Fun Land Bowling Centre 

in Manama.
Top scoring for Batelco was Ahmed Al Khaja (257) high 

game of the week and Fawaz Abdulla (674) high series of the 
week and for Gulf Air it was Yousif Ali Ali (231) game and 
(656) game.

In another match, Ministry of Interior also won through 
by 6-2 against Banagas, with Francis Medoz (250) game and 
(657) top scoring for the Ministry of Interior and for Banagas it 
was Mohammed Al Murbati (238) game and Khalid Al Reffaei 
scoreds (619) series.

Fawaz Abdulla, left and Ahmed Al Khaja....high series and 
games of the week

Bapco (Ali Maroof, 224, 647) bt Tatweer (Essa Akbar, 230, 606) 6-2

GPIC (Ahmed Fareed, 256, 632) bt Electricity and Water Authority 

(Adel Qudrat Rasti, 241, 657) 6-2

Fourth round schedule: 

Electricity and Water Authority vs GPIC

Bapco vs Tatweer, Batelco vs Gulf Air

Ministry of Interior vs Banagas. Bye: Pioneers

Manama 

Nurana Island defeated Jedda Island 2-0 in the third place 
match of the of the RJ Investments Holding Group Team 

Doubles Tennis Tournament 2017 at the Bahrain Tennis Club 
in Juffair, under the patronage and head of the group, Rashad 
Janahi.

In the first rubber, Ali Alasfoor and Isa Al Sammak defeated 
Ahmed Dhaif and Mohammed Sharaf 9-3 games to give 
Nurana the lead and Venkat Subramaniyam and Mohammed 
Mosawi followed on to beat Salah Janahi and Khalid Qayoom 
9-2 to secure third place for Nurana.

The championship has featured 15 teams named after 
Bahrain’s islands split into three groups of five teams playing 
on a round-robin basis with the three group winners and best 
runner-up making up the semi-final line-up.

The final match between Umm an Nasan and Halat Nuaim is 
set for today starting at 5.45pm.

Alasfoor and Al Sammak.....Nurana team

DT News Network
Manama 

Third favourite Chopin 
owned by Maher 

Ebrahim Latfalla, trained by 
Abdulla Kuwaiti and ridden 
by Alberto Sanna won one of 
the two richest races for HRH 
Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
and First Deputy Prime 
Minister Cup, for imported 
three years and upwards 
over 2,000 metres and worth 
BD15,000 yesterday at the 
14th meeting of the season 
at the Rashid Equestrian and 
Horse Racing Club in Sakhir.

In second place two lengths 
behind was Shogun owned by 
Shaikh Abdulla bin Isa bin 
Salman Al Khalifa, trained 
by James Naylor and ridden 
by Pat Smullen, third place 
a further three quarter of a 
length behind was Sumeen 
owned by Mohammed 
Abdul Rahman Al Jasmi, 
trained by Fawzi Nass and 

ridden by Stephane Ladjadj, 
with fourth place a further 
three quarters of a length 
behind the second favourite 
Proposed owned by 
Ramadhan Stable, trained by 
Jaber Ramadhan and ridden 
by Stevie Donohie.

The other joint richest 
race also for the HRH 
Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
and First Deputy Prime 
Minister Cup for locally bred 
three years and upwards at 
4.20pm over 2,000 metres and 
worth BD15,000, was won by 
the favourite Metharyowned 
by Shaikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulla bin Isa Al Khalifa, 
trained by James Naylor and 
ridden by Alberto Sanna.

In second place three 
quarters of a length behind 
was No Doubt owned by H 
and R Stables, trained by Allan 
Smith and ridden by Brett 
Doyle, who was half a length 
of third favourite Farange 
owned by Al Nasseriyeh, 

trained by Allan Smith and 
ridden by Abdulla Faisal, 
while fourth place a length 
and three quarters behind 
was the second favourite 
Knight and Day owned by Al 
Nasseriyeh, trained by Allan 
Smith and ridden by Frankie 
Dettori.

The races were attended 
by Shaikh Isa bin Salman Al 
Khalifa Vice Chairman of 
the Rashid Equestrian and 
Horse Racing Club and son 
of HRH the Crown Prince 
who presented trophies to the 
winning owners, trainers and 
jockeys.

steals 
the 
showChopin

Other results (horse, jockey):
Race 1: High Committee Cup for 

imported 3 years and upwards

(apprentice jockeys). 1,200 

metres straight BD2,000. 

1) Best Dressed/Ahmed Makki, 

2) Curtain Call/Abdul Rahim 

Jassim, 

3) Prince Bonnaire/Sadiq 

Hameed, 

4) Muraweg/Adnan Jaffar.

Race 2: Bahrain Oaks (spon-

sored by Al Muzdaher Stud) for 

4 years only.

Top weight 57kg (Fillies only). 

1,800 metres BD6,000. 

1) Makramah/Andrew Elliott, 

2) Waridat/Alberto Sanna, 

3) Good Time Girl/Abdulla Faisal, 

4) Irsal/Stephane Ladjadj.

Race 3: HRH Prince Salman 

bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown 

Prince, Deputy Supreme Com-

mander and First Deputy Prime 

Minister Cup for all classes

of Arabian Horses three years 

and upwards. 1,400 metres 

BD5,000. 

1) Obeyan 1620/Alberto Sanna, 

2) Krayaan 1646/Brett Doyle, 

3) Al Saqlawy 1564/Ali Hassan, 

4) Al Jellaby 1544/HussainMakki.

Dubai

Test match and one-day 
international cricket is 

braced for a radical shake-
up which could also see 
Afghanistan and Ireland 
eventually grabbing Test 
status, a report claimed 
yesterday.

The International Cricket 
Council’s Chief Executives 
Committee (CEC) meeting 
has proposed a two-year 
Test league, a 13-team 
ODI league, and regional qualification for the World Twenty20, 
cricinfo.com reported.

If the ICC Board approves the plans, a rolling two-year Test 
league with a 9-3 format would start in 2019.

Under the proposals, the top nine Test-playing countries will 
compete among themselves and against the three lower-ranked 
teams.

Those three would comprise Zimbabwe and most likely Ireland 
and Afghanistan depending on whether they earn Test status, said 
the report. 

“It is understood the CEC also approved a three-year, 13-team 
ODI league, the culmination of which will result in qualification 
for the 50-over World Cup, and a system of regional qualification 
tournaments through which teams attempt to qualify for the 
World T20,” said cricinfo.

“And as the strongest signal yet that the short-lived era of 
the Big Three (India, Australia and England) is well and truly 
over, the overseeing of this calendar will once again become the 
responsibility of the ICC.”
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Test, ODI 
braced for 
radical 
shake-up

Saint Petersburg

Top seed Simona Halep pulled out of the St Petersburg Trophy 
yesterday because of a persistent knee injury, as the seeds 

continued to crash at the tournament.
“I’m really disappointed that I had to withdraw from the 

quarter-final today, but my knee is not okay,” the Romanian 
Halep, ranked fourth in the world, said. 

“After my last match I felt pain and I feel it’s risky to continue 
here.”

Halep, who enjoyed an opening-round bye, beat Croatia’s Ana 
Konjuh in the second round in St Petersburg.

The 25-year-old Halep crashed out of last month’s Australian 
Open in the first round and again cited a sore knee.

Halep’s withdrawal saw Russia’s 19-year-old wildcard Natalia 
Vikhlyantseva advance to the semi-finals, where she will meet 
France’s Kristina Mladenovic who knocked out defending 
champion and sixth seed Roberta Vinci of Italy 6-1, 6-4.

The Frenchwoman, who is seeking her maiden WTA singles 
title, knocked out Venus Williams in the second round on 
Thursday.

Mladenovic, ranked 51st, raced into a 4-0 lead before 33-year-
old Vinci got on the board.

After taking the opening set in 26 minutes,  Mladenovic 
produced one more break in the 11th game of the second set to 
advance to the semi-finals. “I think it was a great performance 
again today,” she said. “I tried just to copy my performance from 
yesterday. I started strong, served good, being aggressive.”

Slovakia second seed Dominika Cibulkova, winner of last 
season’s WTA finals in Singapore,  also breezed into semi-finals 
with a straight-sets win over Russian fifth seeded Elena Vesnina 
6-3, 6-3.

In Saturday’s semis, Cibulkova will face unheralded Yulia 
Putintseva of Kazakhstan, who upset Russia’s two-time Grand 
Slam winner and third seed Svetlana Kuznetsova 6-3, 6-7 (4/7), 
7-5. (AFP)

Halep 
hobbles 
out as 
seeds
crash 

Franceville, Gabon

A leftfield appointment 
12 months ago, 

Belgian Hugo Broos has 
overcome numerous obstacles 
and transformed Cameroon 
into a team just one match 
away from winning the Africa 
Cup of Nations. 
Before going to Gabon, 

Cameroon were dismissed as 
no-hopers, their squad arguably the 
weakest they had ever sent to a Cup 
of Nations. 

But after coming through their 
group at the expense of the hosts and 
beating Senegal on penalties in the 
last eight, the Indomitable Lions 
beat Ghana 2-0 in Franceville on 
Thursday to set up a completely 
unexpected final date against 
Egypt on Sunday. 

“This team came here and 
nobody believed in them. If 
you told someone before the 
tournament we would get to the 

final they would have laughed, but 
this for us was a big motivation,” 

said Broos on Thursday. 
The 64-year-old Belgian has turned 

around the fortunes of a country that 
had been a disgrace at the 2014 World 

Cup and were knocked out of the 2015 
Cup of Nations in the first round. 

Those poor performances eventually led 
to the sacking of German Volker Finke, 
and Broos was named as his replacement in 
February last year. 

A former Belgian international who 
had enjoyed much success as a coach in his 
homeland, Broos had then worked in Greece, 
Turkey, the Gulf and Algeria, but had never 
managed a national team. 

Yet he applied for the vacancy when it was 
advertised by the Cameroonian federation, 

convinced that he met the numerous 

demands, including having an extensive list of honours 
won as a player or coach, not to mention a good 
knowledge of powerpoint. 

Under his stewardship, the Indomitable Lions, for 
so long the leading force on the continent, have lost 
just once. 

That defeat was a 3-2 friendly loss away to France 
last May, when Dimitri Payet scored the winner in the 
final minute. 

His players are glowing in their praise of Broos, 
citing improved discipline and a feeling of squad unity 
that had not been there previously. He has even spoken 
out in their defence amid a row over bonus payments.

“I think he has brought a bit more discipline because 
before, I won’t say there was no discipline, but it is 
something he has really focused on. In football, if you 
have discipline everything else follows,” Edgar Salli 
told AFP. 

The full-back Fai Collins added: “He talks about 
showing determination, about sticking together as a 
group because there were problems before but I think 
he has tried to overcome them.” 

‘23 friends’
The biggest problem for Broos was the raft of refusals 
from established players to accept call-ups for the Cup 
of Nations. 

The list is a long one, but among the well-known 
names absent in Gabon are Schalke striker Eric 
Choupo-Moting, Liverpool defender Joel Matip and 
Allan Nyom of West Bromwich Albion. 

A lack of experience was expected to hinder 
Cameroon, and Broos is eager to point out now that 
14 of his squad had never previously been to the Cup 
of Nations.  Of the team that started against Ghana, 
only skipper Benjamin Moukandjo plays in one of 
Europe’s big five leagues. His club Lorient are bottom 
of France’s Ligue 1. 

“Maybe you will be surprised but in 29 years as a 
coach I have never had a group like this. They are 23 
friends. I have never seen this,” Broos said.

“They are just 23 friends who like to play football 
and do everything to win the game so for me it’s very 
easy.” 

Meanwhile Broos insists that “the door is always 
open” for those who refused to come to Gabon. (AFP)

Broos
succeeds

in uniting
theLions

Cameroon’s Belgian coach 
Hugo Broos


