
CLOTHES MAKE THE MAN. NAKED 
PEOPLE HAVE LITTLE OR NO 
INFLUENCE ON SOCIETY.
MARK TWAIN
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Sir Thomas Herri-
ot introduces po-
tatoes to England 
from the Americas

Eureka Stockade: In what is claimed by many to 
be the birth of Australian democracy, more than 
20 goldminers at Ballarat, Victoria, are killed by 

state troopers in an uprising over mining licences

South African surgeon Dr. Christiaan Barnard 
performs the world’s first human-to-human heart 
transplant, on Louis Washkansky, at Groote Schuur 
Hospital in Cape Town; he survives for 18 days

Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev and US President 

George H. W. Bush, declare 
the Cold War over
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Slavery was a horror 
for millions of people 

in history & is a relent-
less contemporary cri-
sis. On the International 
Day for the Abolition of 
Slavery, let’s remember 
past victims & rally to 
protect the millions of 
people now trapped in 
contemporary forms of 
slavery. A world built on 
freedom, dignity & jus-
tice for all is our shared 
responsibility.

@antonioguterres

To the people of the 
UAE, both citizens 

and residents alike, I 
congratulate you on the 
occasion of the 54th Eid 
Al Etihad and extend my 
sincere thanks for your 
contribution to our na-
tion’s ongoing develop-
ment. 

@MohamedBinZayed

Welcome to SAFE, 
C a n a d a !  W h e n 

like-minded partners 
join forces on security 
and defence in a turbulent 
world, our countries grow 
stronger, our industries 
benefit and our citizens 
are safer.

@vonderleyen

@WHO is in close 
contact with part-

ners in #Indonesia, #Sri-
Lanka, #Thailand, #Vi-
etNam and #Malaysia to 
provide any support re-
quired to respond to the 
unprecedented flooding 
caused by cyclonic storm 
#Ditwah. 

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u A shipment of 
ammunition bound for the 
German armed forces was stolen 
last week from a contractor’s truck, 
an army spokesman said yesterday.  
The ammunition disappeared “from 
the trailer of the civilian carrier’s 
transport vehicle, which had been 
parked overnight”, the spokesman 
said. German media reported that boxes 
containing about 20,000 rounds were stolen 
from the truck after it was parked outside 
a hotel near the eastern city of Magdeburg. 
An initial check revealed that about 10,000 
rounds of combat ammunition for pistols, 
9,900 rounds of blank manoeuvre ammunition for assault rifles and so-called 
smoke ammunition were stolen, said news weekly Der Spiegel. The driver had 
apparently spontaneously decided to spend the night in the hotel in the town of 
Burg, according to the magazine.

u Venezuela announced yesterday that it had 
reauthorized flights carrying migrants deported by 
the United States, days after suspending them due to 
President Donald Trump’s demand that Venezuelan 
airspace be considered “closed.” The aviation authority 
“has received a request from the US government to 
resume flights repatriating Venezuelan migrants from 
that country to Venezuela,” said a statement from the 

Ministry of Transportation. “On the instructions of President Nicolas Maduro, this 
is authorized.” Trump has ramped up pressure on Venezuela, accusing Maduro’s 
government of being a drug cartel and carrying out military strikes on boats off 
the country’s coast that Washington says were carrying drugs.

u Pope Leo XIV told a crowd in Lebanon yesterday that the Middle East 
needed new approaches to rejecting violence and overcoming divisions, while 
urging Christians in the region to “have courage”. He 
made the appeal on his third day in the country at the 
end of his first trip abroad as pontiff, after arriving 
on Sunday from Turkey. Pope Leo said he wanted 
“to come as a pilgrim of hope to the Middle East, 
imploring God for the gift of peace for this beloved 
land, marked by instability, wars and suffering”. “The 
Middle East needs new approaches in order to reject 
the mindset of revenge and violence, to overcome 
political, social and religious divisions, and to open 
new chapters in the name of reconciliation and 
peace,” he said at the conclusion of a mass in Beirut 
attended by some 150,000 people.

Venezuela 
reauthorizes 
deportation 
flights from US: 

ministry

Pope says 
Middle East needs 
‘new approaches’ 

to reject violence

German army 
says ammunition 
shipment stolen 
from delivery truck

Moscow launched a total 
of 5,660 missiles and long-

range drones at Ukraine 
last month, daily reports 

published by Kyiv’s air force 
showed, marking a two 

percent increase over the 
previous month.

KNOW WHAT

B Y  I N V I T A T I O N

ABEER ALOBAIDLY, DIGITAL PARLIAMENTARY TRANSFORMATION 
& AI GOVERNANCE CONSULTANT

Women Who Shape the Future of 
Technology and Policy

Every year, we celebrate Bahraini Women’s Day.
But the real celebration begins when we shine a light on a 

role that is growing quietly, yet powerfully.
It is the role of women in strategic technology engineering and 

in shaping the policies that govern artificial intelligence and digital 
transformation.

This role is no longer secondary or symbolic.
It has become one of the key forces shaping the future of our 

region.
From Using Technology… to Directing It
For years, discussions about women in technology focused on 

one main question:
How do we increase women’s participation in STEM?
It is an important question, but today, it is not enough.
Technology is no longer just coding skills or smart applications.
Technology has become a decision-making ecosystem.
AI now influences how:
• Policies are built
• Governments are managed
• Opportunities are distributed
• Laws that affect everyone are designed
In this evolving landscape, Bahraini women have emerged as 

leaders, not followers.
When Women’s Voices Shape Public Institutions
In legislative and parliamentary environments, Bahraini women 

are no longer just members at the table.
Today, they are:
• Technology advisors
• Decision engineers
• Legislative impact analysts
• AI policy designers
• Leaders in GovTech and digital governance
These roles are what distinguishes a country that merely uses AI 

from a country that actively builds its future with AI.
AI: A Field of Challenges… and Opportunities That Need 

Conscious Leadership
Artificial intelligence is not just a “new technology.” It is:
• An economic force reshaping growth
• A socially sensitive tool that influences behavior
• A driver for education and future skills
• A core engine of digital government
• A legal and policy challenge that raises unprecedented 

questions
This is why we need women who understand technology deeply, 

and can transform that understanding into policies and strategies, 
that protect values while opening the door for innovation.

A Message to Young Women at the Start of Their Careers
Fields like AI policy, digital governance, and legislative tech en-

gineering may seem distant or complex.
But the truth is, they are open, growing, and in need of fresh 

perspectives.
Start with small but meaningful steps:
• Let your curiosity guide you.
• Learn how technology works, not just how to use it.
• Understand the legal and social impact of every emerging 

technology.
• Explore areas no one has explored before.
• Don’t wait for the opportunity,create it through a small 

project that opens the door to this world.
The future does not need “technology users” only. It needs tech-

nology policy-makers.
A Future Led by Bahraini Women in Unconventional Spaces
Today, we see Bahraini women taking leading roles in:
• Government digital transformation
• Data analysis and decision-making
• Technology legislation
• AI ethics
• Futures and foresight strategies
• GovTech design and innovation
These are not just jobs.
They are spaces of influence, spaces where decisions are made, 

and where national futures are shaped.
Building a fair and innovative digital future requires minds that 

understand technology with clarity,and hearts that understand 
society with empathy.

Bahraini women today hold both.
In Conclusion
The true celebration of Bahraini Women’s Day is not only about 

what women have already achieved, but also about what they are 
preparing to build next.

Technology, governance, and policy are not elite domains, nor 
are they academic luxuries.

They are open spaces for any woman who is passionate, curious, 
and ready to turn knowledge into real impact.

I am proud to be part of this movement,a movement shaping the 
future of AI governance and digital transformation in our country.

Because the future is being written now…
and Bahraini women hold the pen.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

Qatar says hopes to push 
Hamas, Israel to next talks 
phase 'very soon'

• Qatar, alongside 
the United States and 
Egypt secured a long-
elusive truce in Gaza

• During the first 
phase, Hamas were 
due to return all 48 
hostages, 20 of whom 
were still alive

AFP | Doha, Qatar

Gaza talks mediator 
Qatar said yesterday 
it hoped Israel and 

Hamas could be brought to a 
new phase of negotiations for 
a peace deal in the Palestinian 
territory following their Octo-
ber ceasefire agreement.

"We think that we should 
be pushing the parties to stage 
two very, very soon," Qatar for-
eign ministry spokesman Ma-
jed al-Ansari said.

"That includes, of course, 
the issues that are complicat-
ing the situation, like the fight-
ers in the tunnels behind the 
Yellow Line, like the incidents 
that take place every couple of 
days," he added.

The so-called Yellow Line 
marks the point to which Is-
raeli troops have withdrawn 
inside the Gaza Strip. Doz-
ens of Hamas fighters remain 
holed up in tunnels beyond 
the line, though Israel says it 
has been targeting and killing 
them.

Qatar, alongside the Unit-
ed States and Egypt secured 
a long-elusive truce in Gaza, 
which came into effect on Oc-
tober 10 and has mostly halted 
two years of fighting between 
Israel and Hamas.

During the first phase of the 
Gaza peace plan, initially out-
lined by US President Donald 
Trump, Hamas and its allies 
were due to return all 48 hos-
tages they held captive, 20 of 
whom were still alive.

All but the bodies of two 
hostages remain in Gaza, Ran 
Gvili and Sudthisak Rinthalak, 
but Israel has accused the Pal-
estinian militants of dragging 
their feet on handing over re-
mains.

Hamas has said the process 
of retrieving the bodies has 
been slow because the bodies 
have been under the vast piles 
of rubble left by two years of 
war.

"As we have always said, 
the logistical situation in Gaza 
would certainly make it diffi-
cult to reach this result," Ansa-
ri said, referring to the return 
of the bodies.

The spokesman added that 

the return of the remains 
should not be a hindrance to 
reaching stage two.

Under the second phase 
of the deal, which gained UN 
backing in November, Israel 
is to withdraw from its po-
sitions in the territory, an 
interim authority is to gov-
ern Gaza and an internation-
al stabilisation force is to be  
deployed.

Hamas is also supposed 
to disarm under Trump's 
20-point plan, with mem-
bers who decommission their 
weapons allowed to leave 
Gaza. The militant group has 
repeatedly rejected the prop-
osition.

A general view of a camp for displaced Palestinians at the Islamic University following the resumption of classes 
during a ceasefire between Israel and Hamas in Gaza City

Israel police say received presumed 
remains of one of last two Gaza hostages
Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli police said yester-
day they had received 

the presumed remains 
of one of the last two de-
ceased hostages in the Gaza 
Strip and were transport-
ing them to the morgue for  
identification.

In a brief statement, the 
police said they were "cur-
rently escorting, with rever-
ence, the coffin of the fallen 
hostage to the National Cen-
tre of Forensic Medicine".

The office of Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu 
had said earlier Tuesday that 
Israel had received through 
the Red Cross "findings that 
were handed over to an (Is-
raeli military) and (security) 
force inside the Gaza Strip".

"Upon completion of the 
identification process, for-
mal notification will be de-
livered to the family," the 
statement from Netanyahu's 
office said.

It did not specify whether 
what was discovered were 
the remains of one of the last 
two Gaza hostages -- Israeli 
Ran Gvili and Thai national 
Sudthisak Rinthalak -- but 

said authorities were in 
"continuous contact" with 
their families.

Hamas had not  con-
firmed by Tuesday after-
noon local time that it had 
handed the remains of a 
hostage over to Israel as it 
had done so on previous  
occasions.

A Hamas official told AFP 
that a team from the group's 
armed wing and that of Is-
lamic Jihad -- accompanied 
by the Red Cross -- had been 
conducting search opera-
tions for several days in mul-
tiple areas, particularly in 
Jabalia and Beit Lahia in the 
north of the territory.

"A number of bodies were 
found under the rubble and 
are being examined," the of-
ficial said, adding that search 
operations were ongoing and 
there was "no confirmation 
that any of these bodies 
found belong to an Israeli 
prisoner".

"The mediators were in-
formed that if the two bod-
ies are found, they will be 
handed over immediately to 
the Israeli side through the 
established mechanism," the 
official added.

Cyclone turns Sri Lanka's tea 
mountains into death valley

Nuwara Eliya, Sri Lanka

In the mist-draped moun-
tains of Sri Lanka's tea 

country, rescuers were still 
plucking bodies from the red-
dish-brown mud on Tuesday 
after last week's cyclone, the 
island's worst natural disaster 
in decades.

At least 465 people were 
killed, according to disaster 
officials, with another 366 
missing.

Sri Lanka's Air Force has 
been combing the land-
slide-struck landscape, sur-
veying the damage and ferry-
ing food and other essential 
supplies to marooned resi-
dents.

T h o u g h  t h e  r a i n  h a s 
stopped, recovery has just be-
gun.

As the first journalist for for-
eign media to join a relief mis-
sion over the tea-growing re-
gion, AFP photographer Ishara 
Kodikara saw a swathe of the 
country destroyed after slips 

of soil flattened everything in 
their paths, including roads 
and the vehicles that were on 
them.

The roof of some hous-
es peaked through the mud, 
while the rest of the build-
ings were swallowed by the 
torrents of soil unleashed by 
Cyclone Ditwah.

Jagged tears in the moun-
tainsides revealed churned-up 
expanses of earth, with a few 
patches of the lush vegetation 
still clinging nearby in stark 
contrast. There was no sign 
of human life in the wrecked 
landscape.

In the central Welima-
da area, now inaccessible to 
heavy vehicles, rescue work-
ers pulled 11 bodies from the 
mud on Monday and appealed 
for help to search for dozens 
more.

In some places, entire slopes 
have been sheared away, leav-
ing ochre wounds slicing 
through the dense plantation 
greenery.

Volunteers help unload dry rations from a helicopter to marooned residents 
in Nuwara Eliya, 100 kilometres east of Colombo

Garuda Shakti 2025
10th edition of India-Indonesia special forces exercise to commence in Bakloh

• The exercise 
aims to enhance 
interoperability and 
mutual understanding

• India and Indonesia 
on Thursday agreed 
to deepen the defence 
cooperation

• Indonesia welcomed 
India's proposal to 
establish a Joint 
Defence Industry 
Cooperation Committee

AFNI | New Delhi

The 10th edition of India-In-
donesia joint special forces 

exercise, Garuda Shakti, will 
take place from December 3-12 
in Bakloh, as per the Indian 
Army.

The exercise aims to enhance 
interoperability and mutual un-
derstanding through Special 
Forces-specific operations, 
including counter-terrorism 
drills, heliborne missions, com-
bat shooting, drone and C-UAS 
employment and surgical strike 
planning in semi-mountainous 

terrain, further strengthening 
the robust defence partnership 
between the two nations, as per 
the Indian Army.

It wrote on X, "Exercise Garu-
da Shakti 2025: The 10th edi-
tion of the India-Indonesia Joint 
Special Forces Exercise GARU-
DA SHAKTI will be conducted 
at the Special Forces Training 
School, Bakloh from 03 to 12 
December 2025. The exercise 
aims to enhance interoperabil-
ity and mutual understanding 
through Special Forces-specif-
ic operations, including coun-
ter-terrorism drills, heliborne 
missions, combat shooting, 
drone and C-UAS employment 
and surgical strike planning in 
semi-mountainous terrain, fur-
ther strengthening the robust 

defence partnership between 
the two nations."

The exercise comes on the 
heels of the recent visit of Indo-
nesia's Defence Minister Sjafrie 
Sjamsoeddin to India.

India and Indonesia on Thurs-
day agreed to deepen the de-
fence cooperation between the 
two nations by stepping up the 
maritime security coordination 
and enhancing collaboration in 
defence technology.

During the 3rd India-Indone-
sia Defence Ministers' Dialogue 
discussions, co-chaired by De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh 
and his Indonesian counter-
part, Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin, both 
leaders centred their talks on 
strengthening defence industry 
partnership, expanding mili-

tary-to-military engagements 
and reinforcing a shared strate-
gic vision for a free, open, peace-
ful and prosperous Indo-Pacific.

According to a release by the 
Ministry of Defence, both sides 
reiterated the significance of 
a rules-based order in the In-
do-Pacific and noted the strong 
convergence between the ASE-
AN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific 
and India's Indo-Pacific Oceans 
Initiative.

They also agreed to intensify 
cooperation in maritime domain 
awareness, cyber resilience and 
joint operational readiness, and 
to deepen engagement through 
regional frameworks, including 
the Indian Ocean Rim Associ-
ation under India's chairman-
ship.

Indonesia further welcomed 
India's proposal to establish a 
Joint Defence Industry Coop-
eration Committee to advance 
work on technology transfer, 
joint R&D, certification har-
monisation and supply-chain 
linkages.

Both ministers expressed sat-
isfaction with the outcomes of 
the Dialogue and committed to 
sustaining high-level exchanges 
and practical cooperation across 
defence and security areas to 
strengthen peace and stability 
in the Indo-Pacific region. (ANI)

If Europe wants war with 
Russia, 'we are ready': Putin

Zelensky calls for peace, Putin defiant ahead of US-Russia talks

• Kushner and Witkoff 
were due to meet Putin

• Discuss a new version 
of US plan to end the war

AFP | Moscow, Russia

Donald Trump's son-in-law 
and special envoy headed 
to the Kremlin yesterday 

for high-stakes talks on Mos-
cow's offensive in Ukraine, as 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky called for an end to the 
fighting and a "dignified peace".

Jared Kushner and envoy Steve 
Witkoff were due to meet with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
after days of frenzied diplomacy 
from Florida to Geneva to Abu 
Dhabi left Washington "optimis-
tic" it could help end Europe's 
bloodiest conflict since World 
War II.

They are expected to present 
Putin with a new version of US 
plan to end the war, hammered 
out in recent days after an ear-
lier version raised fears in Kyiv 
and elsewhere in Europe that it 
made too many concessions to 
Moscow.

A Ukrainian delegation could 
then meet with Witkoff and 
Kushner as soon as Wednesday, 
potentially in Brussels, a senior 
Kyiv official told AFP.

The US wants to "report direct-
ly to us after their meeting" with 
Putin, Zelensky said during a vis-
it to Ireland, where he is shoring 
up European support.

But any plan must actually end 
the war -- for good -- and not 
just lead to a pause in the devas-

tating fighting that began with 
Moscow's offensive in February 
2022, he said.

"Our common task is to end 
the war, not just to achieve a 
pause in hostilities," Zelensky 
said, adding: "A dignified peace 
is needed."

Putin, however, appeared to 
threaten the opposite shortly be-
fore the US talks began.

"We are not planning to go to 
war with Europe, but if Europe 

wants to and starts, we are ready 
right now," he told reporters, ac-
cusing Europeans of obstructing 
US efforts to end the fighting.

In Brussels, NATO chief Mark 
Rutte said he was "confident" US 
efforts will "eventually restore 
peace in Europe". Russian forces 
have advanced fast in November 
in eastern Ukraine, and Kyiv has 
been rocked by graft scandals 
that ended with the resignation 
of its top negotiator -- Zelensky’s 
right-hand man.

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin visits a command post for the joint force 
grouping, amid the ongoing Russian-Ukrainian conflict


