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BIC begins WEC 
countdown 
Bahrain International 
Circuit (BIC) begins its 
final 10-day for the highly 
anticipated return of the FIA 
World Endurance Champi-
onship (WEC), which will be 
taking place for the first time 
ever together with the BIC 
National Day Festival. P15
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Fiscal boost plans 
‘Fiscal sustainability key to implement citizen welfare programmes’  

• HRH the Crown 
Prince praised 
the success of the 
employment fair 
organised by the 
Ministry of Labour and 
Social Development. 

• The Cabinet approved 
a memorandum 
submitted by the 
Ministry of Finance and 
National Economy, on 
the Ministry’s plan to 
implement the 2019–2022 
Government Programme. 

Manama 

The Cabinet chaired by 
His  Royal  Highness 
Prince Salman bin Ham-

ad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Commander 
and First Deputy Prime Min-
ister, yesterday stressed the 
importance of continuing to 
support initiatives aimed at 
maintaining positive econom-
ic growth, while continuing to 
further enhance the Kingdom’s 
fiscal sustainability in order to 
benefit citizens and meet the 
aspirations of HM King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa.

 HRH the Crown Prince praised 
the support and patronage pro-
vided by HM King Hamad across 
the Kingdom’s sectors, which 

contributes to Bahrain’s eco-
nomic development, as illustrat-
ed by His Majesty’s inauguration 
of the Alba Line 6 Expansion 
Project. 

HRH the Crown Prince noted 
that this important milestone 
constituted a major leap in the 
Kingdom’s industrial capacities, 
and will do much to support the 
Kingdom’s continued develop-
ment.

HRH the Crown Prince went 
on to highlight the importance 
of continuing to encourage 
entrepreneurship and innova-
tion, both of which are key con-
tributors of development, and 
congratulated the winners of 
the second edition of the GGC 
Pitch@Palace initiative, which 
took place last Wednesday un-
der HRH the Crown Prince’s 
patronage.

The Cabinet congratulated all 
Bahraini women on the occasion 
of Bahraini Women’s Day, cele-

brated on December 1st under 
the theme: “Bahraini women in 
the fields of higher education 
and future sciences.” 

In this regard, the Cabinet 
highlighted the efforts of the 
Supreme Council for Women, 
chaired by HRH Princess Sabee-
ka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, the 
wife of HM the King and Pres-
ident of the Supreme Council 
for Women. 

The Cabinet noted the sup-
port provided by HRH Princess 
Sabeeka to the women of Bah-

rain as they continue to make 
advancements across various 
fields. The Cabinet remarked 
that Bahraini women remain 
an essential component to the 
Kingdom’s development, noting 
their leading role throughout 
the economy.

On the occasion of the cen-
tenary of the establishment of 
Bahrain Police, HRH the Crown 
Prince praised its key role in 
preserving the security of Bah-
rain and its people. His Royal 
Highness went on to thank every 
police officer for their sacrifices 
for the benefit and security of 
the Kingdom. 

HRH the Crown Prince also 
praised the success of the em-
ployment fair organised by the 
Ministry of Labour and Social 
Development, inaugurated by 
the Deputy Prime Minister, 
Shaikh Khalid bin Abdulla Al 
Khalifa. 

In this regard, the Minister 

of Labour and Social Develop-
ment made a presentation to 
the Cabinet highlighting the 
wide participation of the pri-
vate sector at the event as well 
as the impressive array of job 
opportunities offered during the 
fair, which reflect the strength 
of the national economy and 
its capacity to generate suitable 
opportunities for all citizens.

The Cabinet approved pro-
jects to expand the electricity 
and water network, as part of 
the second phase of the Al Dur 
Power and Water Plant, at a cost 
of BD 615 million. 

The Cabinet approved a mem-
orandum submitted by the Min-
istry of Finance and National 
Economy, on the Ministry’s plan 
to implement the 2019–2022 
Government Programme. 

The plan included details on 
the preparation of the national 
state budget in cooperation with 
the Kingdom’s ministries and 
authorities, bilateral agreements 
with various countries, as well 
as updates on the implementa-
tion of 36 initiatives of the third 
edition of the Government Pri-
orities Framework.

In order to preserve the King-
dom’s ecosystem, wildlife and 
biodiversity, HRH the Crown 
Prince issued directives recog-
nising Dive Bahrain as a marine 
protected area. The directives 
regulate oyster collection, fish-
ing, recreational activities, sci-
entific research and industrial 
activities such as the extraction 
of oil and gas.

HRH the Crown Prince chairs the Cabinet.

615
million Bahraini dinars 

have been earmarked to 
implement the second 
phase of Al Dur Power 

and Water Plant. 

Bahrain defied the odds and 
squeezed into the semi-finals of 
the 24th Arabian Gulf Cup last 
night following a drama-filled 4-2 
victory over Kuwait in their final 
Group B game of the tournament’s 
preliminary round. Naturalised 
striker Thiago Augusto came on as a 
second-half substitute and provided 
the magic that the Bahrainis needed 
to pull off the hard-earned triumph. 
Augusto scored twice within the span 
of just 10 minutes to help lift the 
nationals to the winning margin they 
required in order to make it through 
to the next stage. The Bahrainis 
now face off with unbeaten Group 
A winners Iraq in the semi-finals, 
while Saudi take on hosts Qatar. Both 
games in the last four will be played 
on Thursday. Full report Page 16 

Team Bahrain into semis 

BAE winners to be 
named today 
TDT | Manama 

Under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness 

Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, Crown Prince, 
Deputy Supreme Command-
er and First Deputy Prime 
Minister, Bahrain’s Labour 
Fund (Tamkeen) will an-
nounce the winners of the 
fourth edition of the Bahrain 
Award for Entrepreneurship 
(BAE), in an award ceremony 
at the Isa Cultural Centre 
today.

A jury will announce the 
winners for each of the 
eight categories from a total 
of 21 promising nominated 
start-ups and SMEs. All de-
cisions are made through an 
exhaustive review process 
that is based on well-de-
fined assessment methods.  
See Page 10 

‘Iran death toll 
above 200’ 
London

At least 208 people are 
believed to have been 

killed during a crackdown on 
protests in Iran last month, 
Amnesty International said 
yesterday.

The steep increase in the 
number of dead came as the 
US said the clerical regime in 
Tehran was the uniting factor 
behind protests in Iraq, Leb-
anon and Iran itself.

“The number of people 
believed to have been killed 
during demonstrations in 
Iran that broke out on 15 No-
vember has risen to at least 
208, based on credible re-
ports received by the organi-
sation,” Amnesty said, adding 
that the actual death toll was 
likely to be higher.


