
No more signs of life in Indonesia 
school collapse: rescuers
• 59 people still 
missing and feared dead

• Five confirmed dead, 
five rescued Wednesday

AFP | Sidoarjo

Rescuers detected “no more 
signs of life” at a collapsed 

Indonesian school where 59 
people were believed missing 
days after it gave way, an official 
said yesterday, raising fears no 
more survivors would be found.

Part of the multi-storey 

boarding school on the main 
island of Java collapsed sud-
denly on Monday as students 
gathered for afternoon prayers.

Five people have since been 
confirmed dead and 59 people 
were still feared buried under 
the rubble after days of rescue 
operations.

“We used high-tech equip-
ment like thermal drones, and, 
scientifically, there were no 
more signs of life,” said Suhar-
yanto, the head of Indonesia’s 
disaster mitigation agency.

Distraught families waited 
anxiously near the site for news 
of their loved ones. Many burst 
into tears upon hearing there 

were no signs of life, and one 
woman fainted, AFP journalists 
saw.

Residents near the school 
opened their homes to families 
as they waited, while charities 
set up posts offering food and 
drink.

“I’ve been here since day one. 
I am hoping for the best news, 
that my brother survives. I am 
still hopeful,” said Maulana 
Bayu Rizky Pratama, whose 
17-year-old brother is missing.

“It’s been four days, I hope 
my brother will be found soon. 
I feel sad thinking of him being 
down there for four days,” the 
28-year-old said.

Trump ramps up pressure on Democrats over US government shutdown
AFP | Washington

Donald Trump signalled yes-
terday that he plans to fol-

low through on his threat for 
mass layoffs of US federal work-
ers as he ratcheted pressure on 
Democrats to back moves to end 
the government shutdown.

The Republican president an-
nounced he would meet budget 
chief Russell Vought “to deter-
mine which of the many Demo-
crat Agencies, most of which are 
a political SCAM, he recommends 
to be cut, and whether or not 
those cuts will be temporary or 
permanent.”

Trump’s announcement on his 
Truth Social website came with 
the government entering the 
second day of a stoppage that is 
expected to see 750,000 employ-
ees being sent home without pay 
across a wide range of agencies.

Vought told House Repub-
licans on Wednesday many of 
those workers would be targeted 
for permanent layoffs to be an-
nounced in the next day or two, 
echoing Trump spokeswoman 
Karoline Leavitt’s threat that fir-
ings were “imminent.”

Trump has emphasized that 
he views cutbacks as a way of 

increasing pain on Democrats, 
arguing that “we can do things 
during the shutdown that are ir-
reversible, that are bad for them 
and irreversible by them. Like 
cutting vast numbers of people 
out.”

The administration has also 
announced that it is pausing $18 
million in federal funding for 
infrastructure projects in heav-

ily Democratic New York City, 
citing concerns about diversity, 
equity and inclusion policies.

But the messaging on layoffs 
has been mixed, with Vice Pres-
ident JD Vance on Wednesday 
portraying workforce reductions 
as a necessary evil that the ad-
ministration would rather avoid.

Vance told reporters federal 
agencies were not being target-

ed based on politics, but added: 
“Let’s be honest -- if this thing 
drags on for another few days or, 
God forbid, another few weeks, 
we are going to have to lay peo-
ple off.”

Senate Democratic Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer and his 
House of Representatives coun-
terpart Hakeem Jeffries have 
dismissed the threat as an at-
tempt at intimidation and said 
mass firings would not stand up 
in court.

France to try Chinese captain 
of Russia ‘shadow fleet’ vessel
French navy intercepts Russia-linked oil tanker as Macron urges tougher measures

• Captain detained for 
refusing to cooperate

• Vessel carrying large 
cargo of oil from Russia

AFP | Paris

A French court is to try the 
Chinese captain of a tank-
er from Russia’s “shadow 

fleet” early next year after it was 
intercepted off France, prose-
cutors said yesterday, in a move 
seen as a message to Moscow 
over its efforts to skirt Western 
oil sanctions.

The French navy on Saturday 
stopped the Boracay, a vessel 
claiming to be flagged in Benin 
and blacklisted by the European 
Union for being part of Russia’s 
sanction-busting “shadow fleet” 
of ageing oil tankers, according 
to the public prosecutor’s office 
in the northwestern city of Brest.

The vessel was investigated 
over inconsistencies in where 
the tanker was officially reg-
istered while it was carrying a 
“large cargo of oil” from Russia 
to India, it added.

The captain and first mate of 
the Boracay were detained on 
Tuesday over refusing to provide 
evidence of nationality or coop-
erate with French authorities, 
the prosecutor’s office said.

The captain has been told to 
appear in court in February, but 
the first mate has been released, 
it said.

It was not immediately clear 
if the captain would be released 
under certain conditions or if 
the Russia-linked ship could go 

on its way.
Shipping data has shown it was 

positioned off Denmark during 
mysterious drone flights over 
the country last month, including 
over military sites, that prompt-
ed brief closures at several  
airports.

French President Emmanuel 
Macron yesterday urged Europe 
to “increase the pressure” on 
Russia’s shadow fleet and follow 
his country’s lead in detaining 
vessels used to fuel Moscow’s 
war in Ukraine.

“You kill the business model 
by detaining, even for days or 
weeks, these vessels and forcing 
them to organise themselves dif-
ferently,” Macron told a leaders’ 
gathering in Denmark.

He said on Wednesday France 
was probing the ship for “seri-
ous offences”, but stopped short 

of confirming reports of a con-
nection to the Denmark drone 
flights.

French military personnel re-
mained on board the tanker yes-
terday, another military source 
who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity said.

Elon Musk halfway to becoming 
world’s first trillionaire: report

AFP | Washington

Billionaire Elon Musk, the 
world’s richest person, is 

nearly halfway to becoming 
the planet’s first trillionaire, 
Forbes magazine reported 
Wednesday.

The Tesla and SpaceX CEO 
became the first person to 
achieve a net worth of $500 
billion, briefly, as the shares 
in his electric vehicle company 
rebound from his clumsy stint 
in politics, amid other gains.

The 54-year-old’s net worth 
hit $500.1 billion Wednesday 
before dipping back to $499.1 
billion, the publication’s “Re-
al-Time Billionaires” tracker 
reported.

Ranked after him are Ora-
cle CEO Larry Ellison with a 
net worth of $350.7 billion, 
followed by Meta CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg with a net worth 
of $245.8 billion on the Forbes 
list.

After graduating from the 
University of Pennsylvania and 
dropping out of Stanford Uni-
versity, Musk banked his first 
millions when he sold an on-

line publishing software com-
pany to US computer maker 
Compaq for more than $300 
million in 1999.

His next company eventu-
ally merged with PayPal, and 
after leaving that venture, the 
South African-born tech entre-
preneur founded space rock-
et company SpaceX in 2002 
and became the chairman of 
electric carmaker Tesla in  
2004.

GOD GIVES THE NUTS, BUT HE DOES 
NOT CRACK THEM
FRANZ KAFKA
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Leaders from across 
E u r o p e  g a t h e r e d 

to make our continent 
stronger and more secure. 
Thank you, @Statsmin 
Mette Frederiksen, for 
hosting us in Copenhagen 
for the 7th #EPC meeting.

@eucopresident

The European Political 
Community meets in 

Copenhagen at a critical 
moment for our conti-
nent. This is the time to 
strengthen Europe’s se-
curity, stability and re-
silience. And to deepen 
political and economic co-
operation with our closest 
friends and partners.

@EP_President

This morning’s attack 
is absolutely shock-

ing. I’m on my way back 
to London to chair an 
emergency meeting, and 
additional police assets 
are being deployed to syn-
agogues across the coun-
try. We will do everything 
we can to keep our Jewish 
community safe.

@Keir_Starmer

Sustainable peace & sus-
tainable development 

go hand-in-hand. Around 
the world, we see how 
poverty breeds despair, 
despair fuels unrest & un-
rest tears at the fabric of 
societies feeding mistrust, 
fear & violence. This is a 
time of choosing. We must 
choose to invest in peace.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u Two planes operated by 
a Delta subsidiary collided 
Wednesday on the runway 

at New York’s LaGuardia airport, 
the local port authority and the 
airline said. The incident involving 
two Endeavor Air jets occurred at 9:58 
pm (0158 GMT yesterday) as one was 
landing and the other about to take off, 
according to a statement from the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey. 

One person was taken to hospital after suffering “non-life threatening injuries,” it 
added. Delta reported one minor injury to a flight attendant.

 u The death toll from a 
powerful earthquake in the 
central Philippines rose to 72 
yesterday, officials said, as the search 
for the missing wound down and rescuers 
turned their focus to the hundreds 
injured and thousands left homeless. 
The bodies of the three latest victims were 
pulled from the rubble of a collapsed hotel 
overnight in the city of Bogo, near the 
epicentre of the 6.9-magnitude quake that 
struck on Tuesday. 

 u A mysterious “rogue” 
planet has been observed 
gobbling six billion tonnes 

of gas and dust a second -- an unprecedented 
rate that blurs the line between planets and 
stars, astronomers said yesterday. Unlike Earth 
and other planets in our solar system which orbit 
the Sun, rogue planets float freely through the 
universe untethered to a star. Scientists estimate 
there could be trillions of rogue planets in our 

galaxy alone -- but they are difficult to spot because they mostly drift quietly 
along in perpetual night. These strange objects intrigue astronomers because 
they are “neither a star nor a proper planet,” Alexander Scholz, an astronomer at 
Scotland’s University of St Andrews and co-author of a new study, said.

Planes collide on runway at 
New York’s LaGuardia airport

Strange ‘rogue’ planet spotted 
guzzling matter like a star

Philippine quake toll rises 
to 72 as search winds down

Elon Musk

The Department of 
Transportation froze 
nearly $18 billion in 

infrastructure funding 
for New York, which 

Governor Kathy Hochul 
denounced as “political 
payback” by the Trump 

administration

KNOW
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Rescuers will 
now attempt a 

complex recovery 
operation by digging 

an underground 
tunnel only about 

60 centimeters (25 
inches) wide to access 

the spots where the 
remaining victims are 
believed to be trapped

KNOW WHAT

Musk banked his first 
major fortune not 

from Tesla or SpaceX, 
but from selling an 
online publishing 

software company to 
Compaq for over $300 

million in 1999

KNOW WHAT

2333 BC 52 BC 1922 1990
State of Gojoseon (modern-day 
Korea) is founded by Dangun 
Wanggeom during the reign of 
Chinese Emperor Yao

Vercingetorix, leader of the 
Gauls, surrenders to the Romans 
under Julius Caesar, ending the 
siege and Battle of Alesia

First facsimile 
photo is sent over 
city telephone lines 
in Washington, D.C.

Reunification of East Germany and 
West Germany; West German flag 
is raised above the Brandenburg 
Gate at the stroke of midnight

The detained tanker, 
the Boracay, was 

positioned off 
Denmark during a 

series of mysterious 
drone flights over the 
country last month, 

including over military 
sites
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C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Two killed in UK synagogue attack
Two people were killed and three wounded in a car and stabbing attack outside a Manchester synagogue

• Three seriously 
wounded

• Suspect shot 
dead by police

AFP | Washington

Two people were killed 
yesterday and three bad-
ly wounded outside a 

packed synagogue in Manchester 
in a car and stabbing attack, with 
the suspect believed shot dead by 
UK police.

As the Jewish communi-
ty marked the holiday of Yom 
Kippur in  the northwest-
ern city, police were called to 
the incident, activating a na-
t ional  terrorism-response  
protocol.

The attack struck days ahead 
of the second anniversary of 
Hamas’s October 7, 2023 raids 
on Israel which sparked a fierce 
offensive in Gaza, inflaming pas-
sions in Britain.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
swiftly condemned the attack 
as “horrific”, and announced se-
curity was being boosted at UK 
synagogues.

He left a European politi-
cal summit in Denmark early 
to chair an emergency security 
meeting in London.

King Charles III said he and 
Queen Camilla were “deeply 
shocked and saddened to learn 

of the horrific attack in Man-
chester, especially on such a 
significant day for the Jewish 
community”.

Greater Manchester Police de-
clared a “major incident” shortly 
after 9:30 am (0830 GMT) after 
officers were called to the He-
aton Park Hebrew Congrega-
tion Synagogue in the Crumpsall 
neighbourhood.

The force initially said para-
medics were treating four people 
for “injuries caused by both the 
vehicle and stab wounds” while 

confirming firearms officers had 
shot one man “believed to be the 
offender”.

Within hours, it announced 
two people had died and the 
suspected offender shot by of-
ficers was “also believed to be 
deceased”.

Police said the death could not 
be confirmed due to “suspicious 
items on his person”, noting a 
bomb disposal unit was at the 
scene.

Three people were also in a 
“serious condition”, police add-

ed.

 ‘Appalled’ 
Starmer said he was appalled 

and pledged to “do everything 
to keep our Jewish community 
safe”.

“The fact that this has taken 
place on Yom Kippur, the holi-
est day in the Jewish calendar, 
makes it all the more horrific,” 
he added.

Israel’s embassy in the UK said 
it was “abhorrent and deeply dis-
tressing” that “such an act of 

violence should be perpetrated 
on the holiest day of the Jewish 
calendar”.

“The safety and security of 
Jewish communities in the Unit-
ed Kingdom must be guaran-
teed,” it added on X.

Police said officers first re-
sponded to calls from the pub-
lic about a car driving into peo-
ple outside the synagogue as 
well as reports that a security 
guard had been attacked with a  
knife.

A witness told BBC Radio he 
saw police shooting a man after 
a car crash.

“They give him a couple of 
warnings, he didn’t listen until 
they opened fire,” he said.

“He went down on the floor, 
and then he started getting 
back up, and then they shot him 
again.”

You kill the business 
model by detaining, 

even for days or 
weeks, these vessels 
and forcing them to 
organise themselves 

differently
FRENCH PRESIDENT EMMANUEL MACRON

The attack occurred 
on Yom Kippur, the 
holiest day in the 
Jewish calendar, 

while the synagogue 
was packed with 

worshippers marking 
the holiday

KNOW WHAT

Morocco set for fresh protests 
after demonstrators killed

AFP | Rabat

Morocco was bracing itself 
yesterday for a sixth night 

of protests over corruption and 
public spending, a day after 
sporadic clashes with security 
forces turned deadly and two 
demonstrators were killed in 
Agadir in the country’s south.

The demonstrations across 
the usually stable North African 
kingdom have been fuelled by 
anger over social inequality as 
Morocco pushes forward ma-
jor infrastructure projects to 
host the Africa Cup of Nations 
next month and the 2030 World  
Cup.

“We don’t want the World 
Cup, health is a priority” and 
“we have stadiums, but what 
about hospitals?” protesters 

have chanted during the demon-
strations that erupted Saturday 
with spates of violence in some 
cities.

The protests, which have fo-
cused on public health services 
and education also gained mo-
mentum last month following 
reports of the deaths of eight 
pregnant women at a public hos-
pital in Agadir.

The protests were called by 
the group GenZ 212, a group 
formed around the online mes-
saging platform Discord, and 
whose organisers remain un-
known.

GenZ 212 has urged demon-
strators not to turn to violence, 
announcing yesterday further 
“peaceful protests will be organ-
ised today, as part of a civilised 
and responsible expression of 
our demands”.

Members of the security forces remove debris near vehicles set on fire during a 
youth-led demonstration 

the tanker Boracay from Russia’s so-called “shadow fleet” suspected of being involved in drone flights over Denmark which 
sailed off the Danish coast between September 22 and 25

Members of the Armed Forces prepare a bomb disposal robot inside a Police cordon outside Heaton Park Hebrew 
Congregation synagogue in Crumpsall, north Manchester

A crosswalk signal of a traffic light flashes backdropped by the US Capitol in 
Washington

Rescue personnel walk in a cordoned-off area at the Al Khoziny Islamic 
boarding school in Sidoarjo


