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Gauff powers
into Beijing
semi-finals

Gauff dominates
Lys as Anisimova
battles past
Paolini to set all-
American Beijing
showdown | P12

France to try Chinese captain of Russia ‘shadow fleet’ vessel
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Royal order
for Parliament
to reconvene

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa,
issued Order (30) of 2025,
calling for the convening of
the Shura and Representa-
tives Councils.

The order stipulates that
both the Shura Council and
the Council of Represent-
atives shall be invited to
convene on the afternoon
of Sunday, October 12, to in-
augurate the fourth session
of the sixth legislative term.

This order shall be pub-
lished in the Official Ga-
zette.

Bahrain condemns
deadly attack on
UK synagogue

TDT | Manama

he Kingdom of Bahrain

condemned the heinous
terrorist attack that target-
ed a synagogue in Manches-
ter, United Kingdom, which
resulted in the death and
injury of several innocent
people.

A statement issued by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
extended Bahrain’s condo-
lences and sympathy to the
government and people of
the United Kingdom, as well
as to the families of the vic-
tims, and wished a speedy
recovery to those injured.

The Ministry reiterated
Bahrain’s firm stance of re-
jecting all forms of violence
and terrorism, particularly
attacks that target places of
worship and aim to terror-
ise innocent people.

Bahraini citizens
detained in Israel

TDT | Manama

he Ministry of Foreign

Affairs is closely fol-
lowing the situation of the
Bahraini citizens who were
arrested by Israeli security
authorities along with oth-
ers from Gulf Cooperation
Council countries, with the
aim of securing their release
as soon as possible.

The Ministry said that the
Embassy of the Kingdom of
Bahrain in Tel Aviv is coor-
dinating with the relevant
authorities to ensure that
all necessary measures are
taken to guarantee their safe
return.

220 fils (includes VAT)

6 7'084010"110021

Israel intercepts
Gaza aid flotilla

Over 400 pro-Palestinian activists detained aboard 41 vessels attempting to break blockade

AFP | Jerusalem

ore than 400 pro-Pal-
estinian activists
aboard 41 vessels in a |

Gaza-bound aid flotilla were
detained yesterday by Israeli
naval forces.

“In an operation that lasted
roughly 12 hours, Israeli Navy
personnel foiled a large-scale
incursion attempt by hundreds
of individuals aboard 41 vessels
that had declared their inten-

tion to breach the legal maritime |-

security blockade on the Gaza
Strip,” an Israeli official said.

“At the end of the operation
more than some 400 partici-
pants were safely transferred to
Ashdod port for processing by
the Israel police.”

Deportation

Israel said yesterday it will
deport to Europe the pro-Pal-
estinian activists as the Israeli
navy intercepted vessel after
vessel in the Mediterranean.

The Global Sumud Flotilla
of around 45 vessels began its
voyage to Gaza last month, with
politicians and activists includ-
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This video grab taken from a livestream broadcasted by the Global Sumud Flotilla shows Israeli navy soldiers boarding the
vessel ‘Oxygono’, one of the Sumud flotilla boats. (AFP)

ing Swedish climate campaigner
Greta Thunberg aiming to break
Israel’s siege of the Palestinian
territory, where the United Na-
tions says famine has set in.
The Israeli navy began in-
tercepting vessels on Wednes-
day after warning the activists
against entering waters it says

fall under its blockade, with
Thunberg’s ship among those
stopped from going further.

By yesterday, of the roughly
45 ships, more than 30 had been
intercepted or were assumed
to have been intercepted, ac-
cording to the flotilla’s tracking
system.

US Tomahawks for Ukraine
could ‘escalate’ conflict

AFP | Sochi, Russia

Rl;ssian President Vladimir
utin yesterday warned
that supplying US Tomahawk
missiles to Ukraine would lead
to a “whole new level of esca-
lation”, including in relations
between Moscow and Wash-
ington.

“This would mean a whole
new level of escalation, includ-
ing in relations between Russia
and the United States,” Putin
said in response to a question
on potential supplies of the
long-range missiles to Ukraine
via European allies.

Yesterday, Putin also prom-
ised a “significant” response
to “Europe’s militarisation”, as
he addressed a foreign policy
forum in southern Russia.

Relations between Russia and
the EU spiralled downward af-
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KNOW WHAT

Drone incidents in
Denmark and aerial
incursions from Moscow
in Estonia and Poland
have heightened fears
that Russia’s war against
Ukraine could spill over
Europe’s borders.

ter Moscow sent troops into
Ukraine, leading the bloc to

bolster its defence.

Militarisation

“We are closely monitor-
ing the rising militarisation of
Europe,” he told the forum’s
audience, adding: “Retaliatory
measures by Russia will not
take long. The response to such
threats will be very significant.”

“Russia will never show
weakness or indecisiveness,”
Putin added.

Drone incidents in Denmark
and aerial incursions from Mos-
cow in Estonia and Poland have
heightened fears that Russia’s
war against Ukraine could spill
over Europe’s borders.

Putin accused Europe of
stoking “hysteria” to excuse ris-
ing military spending and said
Russia did not pose a threat.

“Just calm down,” the Russian
President said.

“Hamas-Sumud passengers
on their yachts are making their
way safely and peacefully to Is-
rael, where their deportation
procedures to Europe will begin.
The passengers are safe and in
good health,” the foreign min-
istry said on X, posting photos
of Thunberg and other activists
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52 killed in
Israeli strikes

sraeli strikes killed at least

52 people across Gaza yes-
terday, the territory’s civil
defence agency and hospitals
said, including an employee
of the French charity Doctors
Without Borders.

aboard a boat.

Flotilla spokesman Saif Abu-
keshek said the vessels that had
not been intercepted were de-
termined to continue.

“They are determined. They
are motivated, and they are
doing everything within their
hands to be able to break the
siege by this early morning,” he
said.

In a statement, the flotilla or-
ganisers branded the intercep-
tions as “illegal” since they were
traversing international waters.

“Beyond the confirmed in-
terceptions, live streams and
communications with several
other vessels have been lost,” the
statement added.

Protestors light up red smoke flares as they take part in a demonstration
in Nantes, western France, as part of a nation-wide day of strike called by
France’s eight biggest workers unions for “social justice” measures. (AFP)



