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HISTORY
Vercingetorix, leader of the Gauls, 
surrenders to the Romans under 
Julius Caesar, ending the siege and 
battle of Alesia

Dafydd ap Gruffydd, Prince of 
Gwynedd, Wales, becomes the first 
person executed by being hanged, 

drawn and quartered

1st facsimile photo sent over city tele-
phone lines, Washington, D.C.

Reunification of East and West 
Germany. West German flag is 
raised above the Brandenburg 

Gate on the stroke of midnight.
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Republicans are al-
ways talking about 

the deficit. Well, guess 
what? The last guy in-
creased the debt with 
tax cuts for big corpo-
rations. Not a penny of it 
was paid for. This year, 
we’ve reduced the deficit 
by more than $1 trillion.

@JoeBiden

Moscow’s atrocities 
and illegitimate 

attempts at changing 
Ukraine’s borders by 
force will never work. I 
reiterated our steadfast 
commitment to Ukraine 
to @DmytroKuleba and 
underscored our support 
to strengthen Ukraine 
militarily & diplomati-
cally so they can defend 
their homeland.

@SecBlinken

Paid floral tributes to 
Mahatma Gandhi At 

Rajghat. His ideals rever-
berate globally and his 
thoughts have provided 
strength to millions of 
people. 

@narendramodi

On the Internation-
al Day of Non-Vio-

lence, we celebrate Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s birthday 
& values of peace, respect 
& the essential dignity 
shared by everyone. We 
can defeat today’s chal-
lenges by embracing 
these values & working 
across cultures & borders 
to build a better future.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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New cases 

New deaths 
+149,485

+340

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

816,664 +89 9,355 +2 803,790 3,519

UAE 1,028,333 +400 2,345 1,007,528 18,460

Kuwait 658,520 2,563 655,316 641

Oman 397,993 4,260 384,669 9,064

Qatar 452,533 +858 682 445,932 5,919

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 98,248,623 1,084,891

2 India 44,594,487 528,673

3 France 35,437,807 155,112

4 Brazil 34,720,437 686,304

5 Germany 33,386,229 150,064

6 S. Korea 24,819,611 28,489

7 UK 23,672,855 190,317

8 Italy 22,500,346 177,130

9 Japan 21,330,772 44,965

10 Russia 21,049,027 387,468

11 Turkey 16,873,793 101,139

12 Spain 13,422,984 114,179

13 Vietnam 11,480,518 43,149

14 Australia 10,240,631 15,221
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News in brief 
 u The head of the U.N. 
nuclear watchdog called for the release 
of the director-general of Ukraine’s 
Russian-occupied Zaporizhzhia nuclear 
power plant, saying his detention 
posed a threat to safety and security. A 
Russian patrol detained Ihor Murashov 
on Friday, the state-owned company in 
charge of the plant said on Saturday, 
and the International Atomic Energy Agency 
said Russia had confirmed the move. “IAEA 
Director General Rafael Grossi expressed 
the hope that Mr Murashov will return to 
his family safely and promptly and will be 
able to resume his important functions at 
the plant,” the agency tweeted late on Saturday. The IAEA has been in contact 

with relevant authorities seeking clarifications on 
his temporary detention, which it said had a “very 
significant impact” on him and nuclear safety and 
security standards.

u Pope Francis made an impassioned 
appeal yesterday to Russian President Vladimir 

Putin to stop “this spiral of violence and death” 
in Ukraine, saying the crisis there was risking 
a nuclear escalation with uncontrollable global 
consequences. In an address dedicated to Ukraine 
and made to thousands of people in St. Peter’s 
Square, Francis also appealed to Ukrainian 

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy to be open to any “serious peace proposal”. 
Francis said he was making an urgent appeal “in the name of God” for an end to 
the conflict and said it was “absurd” that the world was risking a nuclear conflict. 
“My appeal goes above all to the president of the Russian Federation, begging 
him to stop this spiral of violence and death, even out of love for his own people,” 
Francis said.

u Russian 
Deputy Prime 
Minister Alexander 
Novak said yesterday 
that it was technically 
possible to restore 
the ruptured offshore infrastructure of the Nord Stream gas pipelines, TASS 
news agency reported. A total of four leaks were discovered last week on the 
Nord Stream 1 and 2 pipelines in the Baltic Sea near Denmark and Sweden, with 
a significant fall in gas pressure leading to the detection of the ruptures. “There 
have never been such incidents. Of course, there are technical possibilities to 
restore the infrastructure, it takes time and appropriate funds. I am sure that 
appropriate possibilities will be found,” Novak said.

u Israel gave its preliminary nod yesterday to a draft US-brokered deal 
demarcating a maritime border with Lebanon that may lead to profit-sharing in 
a disputed Mediterranean gas prospect. Hoping to defuse one source of conflict 

between the enemy countries and prod them toward 
accommodation, U.S. envoy Amos Hochstein last 
week submitted a new proposal that would pave the 
way for offshore energy exploration. Israeli approval 
of the draft awaited legal review, Prime Minister Yair 

Lapid told his cabinet at its weekly session.

Pope begs Putin 
to end ‘spiral of 
violence and death’, 
cites nuclear threat

Russian 
Deputy PM says 
restoration of Nord 
Stream possible - 

TASS

Israel upbeat 
on draft Lebanese 
demarcation deal

IAEA head seeks 
release of Ukrainian 
nuclear plant head

Ukraine takes back 
key logistic hub

• Lyman is key 
logistics hub in eastern 
Donetsk region

• Capture could aid 
attacks on neighbouring 
Luhansk region

• Loss triggers 
Russian criticism, 
call for escalation

Reuters | Kyiv

Ukraine said yesterday it 
was in full control of the 
eastern logistics hub of 

Lyman, Kyiv's most significant 
battlefield gain in weeks, which a 
senior official said could provide 
a staging post for further gains to 
the east.

"As of 1230 (0930 GMT), Lyman 
is fully cleared," Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskiy said in 
a short video clip on his Telegram 
channel.

There was no comment from 
the Russian armed forces on Sun-
day on the status 

of the city. The Russian defence 
ministry said on Saturday it was 
pulling troops out of the area "in 
connection with the creation of a 
threat of encirclement".

The latest stinging setback for 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
came after he proclaimed the an-
nexation of four regions covering 
nearly a fifth of Ukraine on Friday, 
an area that includes Lyman.

Kyiv and the West have con-
demned the proclamation as an 
illegitimate farce.

Russian forces captured Lyman 
from Ukraine in May and had 
used it as a logistics and transport 

h u b for its opera-

tions in the north of the Donetsk 
region. Losing it is Russia's largest 
battlefield loss since Ukraine's 
lightning counteroffensive in the 
northeastern Kharkiv region last 
month.

Serhiy Gaidai, governor of the 
Luhansk region that neighbours 
Donetsk, said control over Lyman 
could help Ukraine reclaim lost 
territory in his region, whose full 
capture Moscow announced in 
early July after weeks of grinding 
advances.

"The liberation of this city in 
the Donetsk region is one of the 
key factors for 
the fur-

ther de-occupation of the Lu-
hansk region," Gaidai wrote on 
the Telegram messaging app on 
Sunday.

Zelenskiy on Saturday prom-
ised more quick successes in 
the Donbas, which covers the 
Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
that are largely under Russian 
control.

"Over the past week, the num-
ber of Ukrainian flags in Donbas 
has increased. There will be even 
more a week's time," Zelenskiy 
said in an evening address.

The areas Putin claimed as an-
nexed - the Donbas regions and 
the southern regions of Kherson 
and Zaporizhzhia - form a swath 
of territory equal to about 18% of 
Ukraine's total surface land area.

RUSSIAN ANGER
The battlefield setbacks have 

triggered a fresh wave of criticism 
within Russia of how its military 
operation is being handled.

Putin ally Ramzan Kadyrov, the 
leader of Russia's southern Chech-
nya region, on Saturday called for 
a change of strategy "right up to 
the declaration of martial law in 
the border areas and the use of 
low-yield nuclear weapons."

Ukrainian troops pose for a photo in Lyman, Ukraine

A service member of Ukraine’s National Guard walks on a bridge over the Siverskyi Donets river destroyed during Russia’s attack on Ukraine, in the town of Sviatohirsk, 
Donetsk region, Ukraine

Military uniform 
lays next to 
an abandoned 
Russian infantry 
fighting vehicle 
BMD-4 in 
the village of 
Kurylivka

Stranded shrimp boats are seen in the Matanzas 

Pass

Beachgoers look at a large shrimping boat that 
was swept ashore A destroyed car is seen in the Matanzas Pass 

A destroyed marina in the Matanzas Pass 

Destroyed buildings are seen after Hurricane Ian caused 

widespread destruction in Sanibel Island, Florida

Hurricane-ravaged Florida, 
Carolinas face daunting recovery
Reuters | Miami

The largely innocuous but 
soggy remnants of Hurri-

cane Ian drifted through Vir-
ginia early yesterday, leaving 
in their wake storm-ravaged 
residents in Florida and the Car-
olinas facing a disaster recovery 
expected to cost tens of billions 
of dollars.

The storm's toll on human 
life also was expected to rise as 
floodwaters receded and search 
teams pushed farther into areas 
initially cut off from the outside 
world, seeking stranded survi-
vors and the remains of anyone 

who may have perished.
At least 50 storm-related 

deaths have been confirmed 
since Ian crashed ashore Flori-
da's Gulf Coast with catastroph-
ic force on Wednesday as a 
Category 4 hurricane, packing 
maximum sustained winds of 
150 miles (240 km) per hour.

Florida accounted for the 
bulk of fatalities, with 35 tallied 
by the sheriff's office in coast-
al Lee County, which bore the 
brunt of the storm when it made 
landfall, and 11 other deaths re-
ported by state officials in four 
neighboring counties.

North Carolina authorities 

said at least four more people 
had been killed there. No deaths 
were immediately reported in 
South Carolina, where Ian made 
its second US landfall on Friday.

Chugging over land since 
then, Ian has diminished into 
an ever-weakening post-tropical 
cyclone, with the National Hur-
ricane Center (NHC) lifting all 
remaining watches and warn-
ings related to the fading weath-
er system by Saturday evening.

The NHC said heavy addition-
al rainfall was possible across 
portions of West Virginia and 
western Maryland into Sunday 
morning, even as "major to re-

cord flooding" was forecast to 
continue in central Florida.

As the full scope of devas-
tation came into clearer focus 
days after Ian struck, officials 
said some of the heaviest dam-
age was inflicted by raging 
wind-driven ocean surf that 
rushed into seaside communi-
ties and washed buildings away.

Satellite images from the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) showed 
beach cottages and a motel that 
lined the shores of Florida’s 
Sanibel Island had been demol-
ished by storm surges.

• Around 180 injured during crowd stampede

• Indonesia football association suspends league to investigate
• Police say they fired tear gas to control crowd

125 dead in soccer stadium stampede
Reuters | Malan, Indonesia

A stampede at a soccer 
stadium in Indonesia 

has killed at least 125 peo-
ple and injured 180 after 
police sought to quell vio-
lence on the pitch, author-
ities said yesterday, in one 
of the world's worst stadi-

um disasters.
Officers fired tear gas 

in an attempt to disperse 
agitated supporters of the 
losing home side who had 
invaded the pitch after the 
final whistle in Malang, 
East Java, on Saturday 
night, the region's police 
chief Nico Afinta told re-

porters.
"It had gotten anarchic. 

They started attacking of-
ficers, they damaged cars," 
Nico said, adding that the 
crush occurred when fans 
fled for an exit gate.

Some local officials had 
put the death toll at 174, 
but East Java Deputy Gov-

ernor Emil Dardak said the 
number of fatalities had 
subsequently been revised 
down to 125.

The earlier figure may 
have included duplicate 
fatalities, he said.

The stadium disaster ap-
peared to be the world's 
worst in decades.

Video footage from lo-
cal news channels showed 
fans streaming onto the 
pitch after Arema FC lost 
3-2 to Persebaya Surabaya 
around 10 p.m. (1500 GMT), 
followed by scuffles, and 
what appeared to be clouds 
of tear gas and unconscious 
fans being carried out of 

the venue.
Many victims at the 

nearby Kanjuruhan hospi-
tal suffered from trauma, 
shortness of breath and a 
lack of oxygen due to the 
large number of people at 
the scene affected by tear 
gas, said paramedic Boby 
Prabowo.

Fans invade the soccer field after a match between Arema FC and 
Persebaya Surabaya at Kanjuruhan Stadium, Malang, Indonesia

Supporters evacuate a man due to tear gas fired by police during 
violence after the football match

Supporters evacuate a man

A damaged car is pictured 
following a riot

A damaged car is pictured 
following a riot


