
Hotline set up to support poll 
candidates infected with virus  
According to top election officials, poll candidates can file their nominations from 
Wednesday to Sunday
Zahra Ayaz

TDT | Manama

A new hotline has been 
set up by the Elections 
Committee to support 

poll candidates infected with 
Covid-19.

The infected person who 
wishes to run for candida-
cy must contact the hotline 
77277277 to book an appoint-
ment with the supervisory com-
mittee. 

The nomination form for can-
didates is available on vote.bh. 

According to Legislation and 
Legal Opinion Commission 
President and Election Execu-
tive Director Nawaf Abdullah 
Hamza, a special mechanism 
has also been developed to allow 
candidates infected with virus 
to exercise their constitutional 
right to run for election and to 
take precautionary measures in 
order to maintain the security 
and health of all.

“When a candidate arrives 
at the supervisory committee, 
he or she will be greeted by a 
committee member who will 
verify his or her identity. The 
candidate should submit the 
nomination form and the re-
quired documents, as well as 
pay the candidate fee, while 
the candidate is in the car,” Mr 
Hamza said.

He urged citizens who want 
to run for elections to ensure 
they meet the requirements, 
noting that all required docu-
ments are available on the of-

ficial election website, ‘www.
vote.bh’.

Mr Hamza pointed out that 
nomination application for 
membership of parliament and 
municipal councils should be 
submitted to the supervisory 
committees of each candidate, 
namely the Khawala Secondary 
Girls School for the Capital Gov-
ernment, Al Hidaya Al Khalifiya 
Secondary Boys’ School for the 
Muharraq Government, the Ya-
threb Intermediate Girl’s School 
for the Northern Governorate, 
and the Al-Mustaqbal Primary 
Girl’s School for the Southern 
Government, from 5pm to 9pm 
during the nomination period.

He highlighted the commit-
ment to uphold citizens’ consti-
tutional rights of choosing their 
representatives throughout the 
two decades since the launch of 
the first legislative term in 2002.

He stressed that the elector-
al process will be monitored 
and supervised by the judici-
ary throughout all its stages, 
to ensure transparency and 
the integrity of the elections. 
And that the higher committee 
will continue to cooperate with 
independent civil societies to 
monitor the electoral process.

Mr Hamza said those wishing 
to run for parliamentary elec-
tions should pay their candidacy 
fees BD200 at the Justice, Is-
lamic Affairs and Endowments 
Ministry. 

The BD50 fee for municipal 
elections may be paid at the can-
didate’s municipality.

Candidates are also allowed to 
pay their fees at their relevant 
supervisory committees while 
submitting their nomination 
application   

The candidate lists will be 

displayed for three days, from 
October 10 to 12, during which 
time potential candidates can 
challenge the supervisory com-
mittees’ decisions. The com-
mittees must issue their final 
decisions by October 15, which 
can be challenged in court no 
later than October 18, and court 
rulings must be issued by Oc-
tober 25.

The final list of candidates 
will be announced on October 
26. The total number of voters 
will be disclosed on Thursday.
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A special mechanism has 
also been developed to 

allow candidates infected 
with virus to exercise their 
constitutional right to run 

for election and to take 
precautionary measures 
in order to maintain the 
security and health of all

NAWAF ABDULLAH HAMZA, LEGISLATION 
AND LEGAL OPINION COMMISSION 

PRESIDENT AND ELECTION EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR

HM the King HRH Prince Salman

Bahrain leadership greets 
Germany on Unity Day
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and His 

Royal Highness Prince Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, sent cables of congratula-
tions to President Frank-Wal-
ter Steinmeier of Germany, on 
the German Unity Day.

HM the King and HRH Prince 
Salman wished the president 
good health and happiness, 

and further progress and pros-
perity to the people of Ger-
many.

HRH the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister sent a similar 
cable to the Chancellor of Ger-
many, HE Olaf Scholz.

His Majesty received a 
cable of thanks from Presi-
dent Filipe Jacinto Nyusi 
of Mozambique, in reply to 
HM’s congratulations on his 
country ’s  Independence  
Day.

Prospective candidate Hamid Samir Sultan speaks to the media at the Electoral 
Supervisory Committee office in the Capital Governorate

CBB pushes for women’s 
presence in private sector
TDT | Manama

Central Bank of Bahrain 
(CBB) Governor Rasheed 

Mohammed Al Maraj has is-
sued provisions related to en-
hancing the representation of 
women on the boards of direc-
tors of joint stock companies 
listed on the Bahrain Stock 
Exchange by introducing 
amendments to the rules re-
lated to corporate governance 
within the chapter of supreme 
controls of the sixth directive 
volume issued by the bank.

It was in implementation 
of the directives of His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister.

These provisions stipulate 
the necessity of taking into 
account the representation 
of women when forming the 

board of directors of listed 
joint stock companies and the 
disclosure of membership sta-
tistics classified by gender in 
their board of directors in the 
company’s annual report.

The Minister of Industry 
and Commerce, Zayed bin 
Rashid Al-Zayani, also is-
sued a decision to amend the 
provisions of the Corporate 
Governance and Management 
Charter, stipulating taking into 
account the representation of 
women in the formation of the 
board of directors of the public 
joint stock company.

The company shall also 
commit to disclose member-
ship statistics on its board of 
directors within the compa-
ny’s annual corporate govern-
ance report and disaggregate 
this statistic by gender.

LuLu Exchange Bahrain to celebrate 
nine years of serving the country!
TDT | Manama

Incepted in the year 2013, 
LuLu Exchange Bahrain has 

now become an integral part 
of the country and its people’s 
lives.

Through sheer dint of hard 
work, and excellent services, 
LuLu Exchange Bahrain has 
transformed into people’s first 
choice for transactions. To serve 
the evolving needs of custom-
ers, the country operations later 
opened 16 branches in Bahrain, 
over the years.

Through unprecedent inno-
vations and value additions, the 
LuLu Exchange Bahrain team 
has advanced and progressed at 
each stage. The company intro-
duced the concept of Exclusive 
Relationship Management, a 
first-of-its-kind service for all 
the Super Elite and Elite set 
of customers, offering them 
warmth and one to one atten-
tion, with exciting value addi-
tions.

The Bahrain team incepted 
the LuLu Money App, which 
witnessed the highest digital 
remittance conversion penetra-
tion among all the other players 
in Bahrain’s Exchange House 
Industry.

To encourage existing cus-
tomers and bring in new cus-
tomers, LuLu Exchange Bahrain 

introduced the Value-Added 
Loyalty Program for LuLu Mon-
ey and Gold Card holders, with 
exciting offers on various cat-
egories.

In an effort to make cross-bor-
der remittances and currency 
exchange transactions seamless, 
LuLu Exchange introduced Ea-
zyPay and BenefitPay, both cut-
ting-edge technologies which 
facilitate cashless settlement 
process for customers.

LuLu Exchange Bahrain 
launched a special initiative – 
The Digital Women drive, to 
empower women when it comes 
to choosing digital payment 
solutions and enabled them to 
find freedom in sending money.

To improve efficiency and 
productivity of the Bahraini 
staff, and thereby create vibrant 
future leaders for the country, 
LuLu Exchange implanted the 

Future Leader Programme 
by aiding training program 
through internal and external 
facilitation.

To increase financial literacy 
and financial inclusion in the 
country, innovative initiatives 
were also incepted and carried 
out by the Bahrain team, wit-
nessing superlative results over 
the years.

By supporting and coordinat-
ing social and cultural events 
in the country, LuLu Exchange 
Bahrain has effectively creat-
ed a strong bond between the 
customers, employees, and the 
brand.

According to Mr Edison Fer-
nandez, General Manager, LuLu 
Exchange Bahrain, “When the 
brand was incepted in Bahrain 
nine years ago, we aimed to be-
come the one-stop solution for 
remittance, forex, and payment 

solution needs, and we can say 
that we have achieved this goal 
today. Along the way, we have 
also focused on empowering 
the nation as a whole and sup-
porting the country’s people 
in realising their full potential. 
We look forward to maintain-
ing our brand leadership and 
further enhancing the lives of 
Bahrainis and expatriates in the 
many years ahead and thank you 
all for your support and love 
throughout our journey.”

LuLu Exchange Bahrain celebrates years of achievements

Ibn Khaldoun School 
greenhouse experience 
on Unesco homepage

TDT | Manama

Education Minister Dr Ma-
jid bin Ali Al Nuaimi has 

praised the initiative of the 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organ-
isation (Unesco) to display the 
greenhouse farming experi-
ence, implemented by the Ibn 
Khaldoun National School in 
Isa Town, on the homepage of 
its its website. It is one of the 
distinguished projects imple-
mented by the Unesco Associ-
ated Schools Project Network 
(ASPnet) worldwide.

Dr Al Nuaimi, also Chair-
man of the Bahrain National 
Committee for Education, Sci-

ence and Culture, extended 
thanks to the school’s Board 
of Trustees and president, as 
well as the administrative and 
teaching staff, for the efforts 
they are making to take care of 
environmental projects, con-
tributing to achieving Unesco’s 
goals related to sustainable 
development.

He underlined the ministry’s 
keenness to support private 
schools and encourage their 
students to participate in var-
ious local and external events, 
wishing everyone continued 
success.

It aims to use the school fa-
cilities in preserving the envi-
ronment.

C O U R T  S T O R I E S
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Warning message against 
‘excess use of antibiotics’
It could bring a dangerous level of health hazard, according to Gulf Health Council
Zahra Ayaz
TDT | Manama

A prominent health au-
thority in the region 
has made a warning call 

against the excess use of antibi-
otics, which could supposedly 
bring a dangerous level of health 
hazard among the populations 
of the region.

“Take antibiotics only if pre-
scribed by physicians,” said the 
Gulf Health Council yesterday 
in a warning message issued.

“It has now become a com-
mon habit to buy antibiotics and 
consume whenever a person 
is infected with common cold, 
flu or any other health disor-
der. This is a very dangerous 
self-medication act, which will 
have implications on the mi-
cro and macro levels over the 
world’s healthcare sector,” the 
council highlighted.

Antibiotics are crucially im-
portant tools doctors have to 
fight life-threatening bacterial 
diseases, but are losing their 
effectiveness against some in-
fections. The Tennessee Depart-
ment of Health and the Centers 
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion cite overuse and misuse of 
antibiotics, which can decrease 
their healing capabilities and 
contribute to the rise of drug-re-
sistant bacteria.

“Antibiotics are not benign 
medications and they should not 
be prescribed or taken unless 

absolutely necessary to combat 
bacterial infections. Antibiotics 
have the strength to kill bacte-
ria, which are living organisms. 
Our bodies have good bacteria 
that help with food processing 
and preventing illness. If these 
good bacteria are destroyed 
along with bad bacteria, we are 
at risk for a variety of serious 
health problems.”

“As we approach cold and 
flu season, our concern about 
misuse of antibiotics increases. 
Antibiotics fight bacteria, not vi-
ruses. Because the common cold 
and most respiratory infections 
are caused by viruses, antibiot-
ics should not be prescribed or 
used. Taking antibiotics when 
not necessary can make future 
infections harder to treat and 

increases your risk of becom-
ing ill from antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria. Taking unnecessary 
antibiotics can also cause aller-
gic reactions in some people, as 
well as other side effects.”

“Antibiotics are generally safe 
medications, but they can cause 
side effects, some of which are 
serious. Allergies are the most 
frequent side effects of antibi-
otics, but many other adverse 
effects are possible, including 
reducing the barriers to infec-
tion by drug-resistant bacteria 
such as Colostridium difficile 
colitis, a deadly diarrhea, and 
drug-resistant staph infections.” 

The Kingdom’s Health Min-
istry has also many time issued 
warnings against the unneces-
sary or over use of antibiotics.  

According to Bahrain Medical 
Bulletin, the judicious use of 
antimicrobials could stop the 
development of antibiotic-re-
sistant bacteria. “It is advised to 
improve antibiotic prescription 
through establishing hospital 
antibiotic guidelines, consulting 
infectious disease physicians, 
a microbiologist and clinical 
pharmacist for their input re-
garding the use of the medi-
cations. An Antibiotic Stew-
ardship Program (ASPA) could 
optimise the management of 
infections and lower the adverse 
effect of antimicrobials.”

Health authorities have been continuously warning against the excess use of 
antibiotics

It has now become 
a common habit to 
buy antibiotics and 
consume whenever 
a person is infected 
with common cold, 

flu or any other 
health disorder. This 
is a very dangerous 

self-medication 
act, which will have 
implications on the 

micro and macro 
levels over the 

world’s healthcare 
sector

GULF HEALTH COUNCIL STATEMENT

Five years in jail for attempting 
to smuggle 98 capsules of drugs
TDT | Manama

The High Criminal Court 
sentenced an Asian man 

to five years in prison for at-
tempting to smuggle 98 cap-
sules stuffed with metham-
phetamine.

It also ordered the depor-
tation of the defendant after 
serving the punishment and 
fined him BD3,000. The de-
fendant was sent on trial for 
possessing illicit drugs with 
the intent to peddle and use 
them.  

The accused had arrived in 
the Kingdom of Bahrain via 
Bahrain International Airport 
from his Asian country and his 
behaviour raised suspicion.

As a result, the defendant 
was requested to go to the 

red lane for extensive search. 
He was clean, thus, he was 
ordered to be x-rayed. It was 
discovered that he was car-
rying 98 capsules inside his  
body.

Anti-narcotics investiga-
tions indicated that the ac-
cused was working within a 
network that brings narcotics 
to the Kingdom with the intent 
of trafficking. The role of the 
accused is to transport nar-
cotic substances in his gut by 
ingestion of them.

By examining the capsules in 
a laboratory it is proven they 
contained methamphetamine. 
His urine sample proved that 
he had taken narcotic drugs. 
He admitted that people of-
fered him to smuggle the drug 
into Bahrain for BD1,000.

Man on trial for bringing 
8K of mercury to Bahrain

TDT | Manama

An Asian passenger almost 
caused a disaster on one of 

the flights coming to Bahrain 
and heading to one of the Gulf 
countries as he carried 8 kilo-
grams of mercury inside one 
of his bags, and the substance 
leaked onto the floor of the 
baggage compartment on the 
board of the plane. 

As a result, the defendant 
was sent for trial before the 
High Criminal Court over ac-
cusations of putting the plane 
and the passengers at risk.

According to court files, 
the defendant almost caused 
a catastrophe as the mercu-
ry could have interacted with 

other substances and mate-
rials in the place and made it 
permanently unusable or even 
destroyed it. The passengers 
aboard the plane were at risk 
of losing their lives.

As per the documents, 
the material was spotted by 
workers tasked to transport 
the luggage from the defend-
ant’s plane to another one as 
Bahrain was not his final des-
tination.

They informed the Civil De-
fence, whose members arrived 
and handled the matter. The 
plane wasn’t allowed to fly as 
a replacement was provided 
for the safety of the passen-
gers. The defendant admitted 
to using mercury in cleaning  
gold.

Tenant expelled for failing to pay nine-month rent
TDT | Manama

The High Commercial Court 
has ordered the expulsion 

of a supermarket occupying a 
building after its owner default-
ed payments worth BD16,500.

According to the landlord’s 
lawyer, the tenant failed to cover 
the rental fees for nine months, 

as a result of which a case was 
filed against him to force him to 
leave the building.  

The defendant is said to have 
agreed to a lease contract which 
stipulates him to pay BD1,800 
for renting the space to operate 
a supermarket. The defendant 
handed several cheques to cover 
the monthly rental fees, but they 

bounced back as his account 
was empty.

H i s  l aw ye r  st a t e d  t h a t 
the Court ruled to expel the 
defendant from the build-
ing, and obligate him to pay 
the plaintiff an amount of 
BD16,200 for his failure to pay 
the rent for a period of nine  
months. 

“The plaintiff provided suf-
ficient evidence that a contract 
was signed and it matured. The 
defendant defaulted in paying 
for nine months, therefore, he 
is obliged to pay and at the same 
time to leave the place due to 
the fact that the contract has 
expired,” the Court said in its 
ruling.

Effective anti-drug campaign cuts crime rates by 30%
TDT | Manama

The security forces have ac-
complished reducing crime 

rates by 30%, Interior Minister 
General Shaikh Rashid bin Ab-
dullah Al Khalifa announced.

In this context, the Direc-
tor-General of Criminal Inves-
tigation and Forensic Science, 
Brigadier Abdulaziz Al Rumai-
hi, highlighted comprehensive 
efforts to build anti-narcotics 
capabilities. He said that the 
launch of the National Anti-Drug 
and Psychotropic Substances 
Plan comes to tackle drug cases.

He revealed that the recovery 
programme has contributed to 
helping 416 addicts. At the same 
time, hotline 996 was launched 
this year to provide an easy and 
safe way to report drug cases 
with confidentiality. The hotline 
has so far received 1,049 cases.  

He highlighted the directo-
rate’s awareness role through 
holding lectures at schools, 
mosques, community centres 
(Maatam), worksites and clubs.

He said that in 2021, a total 
of 1,048 cases were registered, 
leading to the arrest of 1,229 in-
dividuals. The Anti-Narcotics 
Police discovered 997 cases from 
the beginning of 2022 until Sep-
tember 25. The confiscations 

reached 1,97 items.
Anti-Narcotics personnel con-

tributed to the arrest of 73 sus-
pects in the last three months 
in cooperation with concerned 
authorities. Confiscations from 
the arrestees were worth thou-

sands of dinars.  
He hailed regional coopera-

tion between Gulf countries as 
from 1 January 2021 to 1 Sep-
tember 2022 reached the coor-
dination involved around eight  
cases.  

Drug suspects arrested with illegal substances

Residency rule violators

The Southern Governorate Police Directorate, in cooperation with the 
Southern Municipality, has carried out an inspection campaign in Hajiyat 
area. Several individuals were arrested for violating the residency rules, and 
illegal selling areas were removed and products seized. Legal proceedings 
are being taken to refer the violators to the Public Prosecution.


