
“THE HUMAN RACE HAS ONE 
REALLY EFFECTIVE WEAPON, AND 
THAT IS LAUGHTER”
MARK TWAIN
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Christopher Columbus sets sail on 
his first voyage with three ships, San-
ta María, Pinta and Niña from Palos 
de la Frontera, Spain for the “Indies”

Germany invades Belgium and 
declares war on France, beginning 

World War I

Adolf Hitler merges the of-
fices of German Chancellor 
and President, declaring 
himself “Führer” (leader)

 US Senate ratifies the Anti-Ballistic Missile 
Treaty with the Soviet Union to limit the use of 

missile systems capable of defending against 
missile-delivered nuclear weapons
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Congratulations to @
TeamGB on winning 

their first gold medal 
in team eventing since 
1972, and well done to @
TomMcEwen1 and Tole-
do de Kerser for taking 
silver in the individual 
eventing. 

@BorisJohnson

The launch of e-RUPI
is in line with our 

efforts to make India a 
leader in Fintech and 
leverage technology to 
boost ‘Ease of Living.’

@narendramodi

“We must be faster in 
distributing vaccines 

all over the world. We 
must aim higher at vac-
cinating 70% of the pop-
ulation of all countries by 
the middle of next year...
And we must #DoItAll 
together, in solidarity.” - 

@DrTedros

Today I nominated
Croatia to join the 

Visa Waiver Program. 
This step towards vi-
sa-free travel recogniz-
es Croatia’s tremendous 
progress to meet the 
rigorous standards for 
participant countries. 
We look forward to an 
even stronger U.S.-Cro-
atia relationship.

@SecBlinken

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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199,253,018

4,244,511

179,815,883

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+276,856

+4,715

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 284,311 16,528 230,699 37,084

Saudi 
Arabia

527,877 +1,063 8,259 +10 508,994 10,624

UAE 683,914 +1,537 1,956 +5 661,156 20,802

Kuwait 398,538 2,328 385,401 10,809

Oman 297,122 +287 3,868 +18 280,423 12,831

Qatar 226,540 +150 601 223,995 1,944

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 35,771,553 629,387

2 India 31,708,870 425,082

3 Brazil 19,938,358 556,886

4 Russia 6,312,185 160,137

5 France 6,146,619 111,885

6 UK 5,902,354 129,743

7 Turkey 5,747,935 51,428

8 Argentina 4,935,847 105,772

9 Colombia 4,794,414 120,998

10 Spain 4,447,044 81,486

11 Italy 4,355,348 128,068

12 Iran 3,940,708 91,407

13 Germany 3,778,719 92,175

14 Indonesia 3,462,800 97,291

G l o b a l  t a l l y

C O V I D - 1 : 9  C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u The Lebanese army said 
yesterday it had detained a 
man wanted over an attack 
on mourners at a funeral where three 
people were killed, after the powerful 
Shi’ite group Hezbollah demanded the 
perpetrators be detained. The attack 
targeted the funeral of Hezbollah 
member Ali Shibli who was shot 
dead on Saturday during a wedding. Sunni 
Arab tribes claimed responsibility for that 
shooting, saying they had taken revenge for 
the killing of one of their members last year 
in Khaldeh. Army intelligence stormed the 
homes of a number of wanted people and 
detained a man who was involved in the funeral attack, the army said. Hezbollah, 
an armed group backed by Iran, has said it is seeking to maintain calm but said 
the attackers must be handed over. The group has called it a planned ambush.

u Britain summoned Iran’s ambassador yesterday after London 
and the United States both blamed an attack on 
an Israeli-managed tanker in Oman last week on 
Tehran. “Minister (James) Cleverly reiterated that 
Iran must immediately cease actions that risk 
international peace and security, and reinforced 
that vessels must be allowed to navigate freely in 

accordance with international law,” the Foreign Office said in a statement.

u The death toll from last month’s floods in the central 
Chinese province of Henan rose to 302 as of yesterday, officials 
said, triple the figure of 99 that was reported last week, with most of the fatalities 
reported in the provincial capital Zhengzhou. In Zhengzhou, a city of 12 million 
that lies along 
the Yellow 
River, the death 
toll was 292, 
including 14 
who perished 
when a subway line was flooded. In total, 39 people died in underground areas in 
Zhengzhou including garages and tunnels.

u A preponderance of evidence proves the virus that caused 
the COVID-19 pandemic leaked from a Chinese 
research facility, said a report by US Republicans 
released yesterday, a conclusion that US intelligence agencies 
have not reached. The report also cited “ample evidence” 
that Wuhan Institute of Virology (WIV) scientists - aided by 
US experts and Chinese and US government funds - were 
working to modify coronaviruses to infect humans and such 
manipulation could be hidden. Representative Mike McCaul, 
the top Republican on the House Foreign Affairs Committee, 
released the report by the panel’s Republican staff. It urged a bipartisan 
investigation into the origins of the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic that has 
killed 4.4 million people worldwide. “We now believe it’s time to completely 
dismiss the wet market as the source,” said the report. “We also believe the 
preponderance of the evidence proves the virus did leak from the WIV and that it 
did so sometime before September 12, 2019.” The report cited what it called new 
and under-reported information about safety protocols at the lab, including a July 
2019 request for a $1.5 million overhaul of a hazardous waste treatment system 
for the facility, which was less than two years old.

London 
summons Iranian 
ambassador after 
Oman tanker attack

Death toll 
from floods in 
China’s Henan 
province rises to 

Republican 
report says 
coronavirus 
leaked from 
China lab

Lebanese 
army detains 
man after deadly 

funeral attack

BY KOTA SRIRAJ

Bahrain’s Biodiversity Strategy 
must change gears

 A research 
survey published 

recently in The 
Proceedings of 

the National 
Academy of 

Sciences (PNAS) 
has concluded 
that an intact 

and healthy 
biodiversity 

actually protects 
against the 

emergence of 
new infectious 

diseases by 
keeping the 
handful of 

species most 
likely to spread 

diseases in 
check. 

The Kingdom of Bahrain has always strived to achieve 
sustainable economic growth that is in conformity with 
environmental protection and judicious use of natural 

resources while ensuring that a stringent check is kept on air 
and water pollution. The effective government policies and 
steadfast commitment towards environment has ensured that 
the stellar economic prosperity of the island nation has not 
compromised with the many rare species and environmental 
ecosystems found in Bahrain. This has helped sculpt Bahrain’s 
unique environmental culture and biodiversity on the global 
arena. But as times change and challenges increase on account 
of the pandemic and worsening climate change conditions, 
Bahrain must have a re-look at its biodiversity strategy. This can 
help the nation insulate its precious biodiversity bank against 
latest set of man-made threats.

Bahrain’s first ambitious National Biodiversity Strategy and 
Action Plan (NBSAP) was drafted in 2007 which later received 
some much-required revisions between 2013 and 2015. In 
fact, Bahrain was one of the very first nations in the region 
to respond to the initiative launched by the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) calling for embracing the 
“Ecosystem Based Approach” on the national and regional 
levels. Furthermore, in 2016 Bahrain worked closely with the 
United Nations to ensure proper alignment of its NBSAP with the 
UN’s Sustainable Developmental Goals (SDG’s). Bahrain is also 
the first country in the region to establish a “Clearing House 
Mechanism” for biodiversity, which is essentially a biodiversity 
database, and an obligation under the Convention on Biolog-
ical Diversity. With so much of commendable track record to 
safeguard biodiversity, Bahrain is without doubt effectively 
implementing its NBSAP.

However times are changing fast and for 
worse. The ongoing pandemic that has rav-
aged the world since the beginning of 2020 
has changed the narrative on how biodiversi-
ty conservation strategies must be developed 
and implemented. Bahrain must ensure that 
the erstwhile biodiversity strategies are suit-
ably upgraded and implemented so that the 
recovery from covid19 is sustainable and re-
silient from the environmental point of view.

Bahrain’s very first implementable NBSAP 
was not only a testament to the nation’s de-
termination to protect its biodiversity, but 
also endeavoured to improve livelihoods 
and food security conditions. This was crit-
ical as the nation only had 3 per cent arable 
land. The strategy aimed to restore ma-
rine resources and fish stocks to safe and 
sustainable limits in addition to protecting 
agricultural lands from urban development 
which was become a growing problem for 
the rapidly developing nation. The new ver-
sion of the biodiversity strategy must evolve 
keeping in mind the disastrous impact future 
pandemics can have both on human lives 
and the environment. Therefore the strategy 
must be able to pre-empt the future outbreak 
of zoonotic diseases by factoring in the risk 
factors and also protecting biodiversity from 
the diseases and viruses of the future.

The next chapter of the Bahrain’s biodiversity protection 
strategy must contain essential elements such as steps to 
minimise human and animal interface, eliminating transmis-
sion points where the likelihood of viral spill over to humans 
is high, such as unhygienic commercial markets in wild animal 
meat and live animals. Additionally, better monitoring to ensure 
cessation of any type of wildlife commercialisation and paral-
lelly conserving natural habitats can have an immense positive 
impact in preserving the valuable biodiversity of Bahrain in 
these trying times. Conserving natural habitats in turn require 
profound changes in human food production and human en-
croachment on remaining natural habitats. Incorporating the 
twin goals of pandemic prevention and nature conservation in 
the new version of strategy for biodiversity protection, may be 
a tedious process but will be quite rewarding. 

The world is realising fast that an intact biodiversity is key to 
preventing future outbreak of viruses and diseases such as COV-
ID19. A research survey published recently in The Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS) has concluded that 
an intact and healthy biodiversity actually protects against the 
emergence of new infectious diseases by keeping the handful 
of species most likely to spread diseases in check. The policies 
and strategies must be recalibrated to ensure that biodiversity 
is given sufficient importance and protection so that it does its 
job in preventing outbreak of more diseases. Nature is better 
at controlling the dangerous species that give rise to pandemic 
such as COVID19 all it needs is a healthy biodiversity to do this. 
Bahrain already has an excellent biodiversity conservation 
strategy in place, it just needs to factor in pandemic prevention 
aspects in the strategy to make it future proof.

Party figures regard the 
current crisis as the biggest 

Ennahda has faced since 
2011 and a growing number 

of members have called 
on Ghannouchi to quit. On 

Friday he postponed a meet-
ing of the party’s powerful 

Choura council at short 
notice.

KNOW

BETTER

The majority of hospitaliza-
tions and deaths from coro-
navirus in the United States 
are occurring in people who 
have not been vaccinated. 
But there is evidence that 
the shots are less effective 

in people with compromised 
immune systems, including 

the elderly.

KNOW

BETTER

Tunisia’s powerful parliament 
speaker Ghannouchi leaves hospital
• Ghannouchi, 80,
has led opposition to
last week’s move by
President Kais Saied to
seize governing powers

• Ghannouchi was
taken to hospital
briefly on Saturday
and later discharged

Reuters | Tunis

Tunisia’s parliament speaker
Rached Ghannouchi, head of 

the moderate Islamist Ennahda 
party that has had an influential 
national role for a decade, left 
the hospital hours after he was 
admitted on Sunday, two advisers 
said, in the midst of a major polit-
ical crisis.

Ghannouchi, 80, has led op-
position to last week’s move by 
President Kais Saied to seize gov-
erning powers, dismiss the prime 
minister and freeze parliament, 
steps that the Ennahda leader 
quickly branded a coup.

His advisers did not say what 
was wrong with Ghannouchi, who 
was hospitalised for a week last 
month with COVID-19.

“After a few hours in the mil-
itary hospital, Ghannouchi re-
turned home and he is finenow”, 
an advisor said.

Suppressed before the 2011 rev-

olution that introduced democra-
cy, Ennahda has since then been 
the most consistently powerful 
political party, backing successive 
coalition governments and help-
ing to agree the 2014 constitution.

However, economic stagnation, 
declining services and a public 
perception of increased corrup-
tion have dented its support and 
Saied’s sudden declaration on 
Sunday appears to have wide-
spread backing.

Ghannouchi, who was also tak-
en to hospital briefly on Saturday 
and later discharged, faces inter-
nal dissent within Ennahda over 
both his handling of the immedi-
ate crisis and his strategic choices 
since the 2019 election.

Parliament Speaker Rached Ghannouchi, head of the moderate Islamist Ennahda, 
arrives at the party’s headquarters in Tunis, Tunisia

India’s 
monsoon 
rains forecast 
to be average 
in August, 
September
Reuters | New Delhi

India is likely to receive an 
average amount of rain-

fall in August and Septem-
ber, the state-run weather 
office said yesterday, raising 
expectations of higher crop 
yields in Asia’s third-biggest 
economy, which relies heav-
ily on the vast farm sector.

“As per most parameters, 
we expect monsoon rains 
to be normal in August and 
September this year,” Mrut-
yunjay Mohapatra, Director 
General of the India Me-
teorological Department 
(IMD), told a news confer-
ence.

The IMD defines average, 
or normal, rainfall as be-
tween 96% and 104% of a 
50-year average of 88 cms
(34 inches) for the four-
month season beginning in
June.

In August, monsoon rains 
are likely to be “below nor-
mal to normal” in the cen-
tral region, Mohapatra said, 
where soybean and cotton 
are grown.

Farmers generally start 
planting rice, corn, cotton, 
soybeans, sugarcane and 
peanuts, among other crops, 
from June 1, when monsoon 
rains typically arrive in In-
dia. Sowing usually lasts 
until July or early August.

Indian farmers have 
planted summer- sown 
crops on 84.8 million hec-
tares, down 4.7% year-on-
year, according to the lat-
est data from the Ministry 
of Agriculture & Farmers’ 
Welfare.

The area planted with 
cotton stood at 11 million 
hectares versus 12.1 million 
hectares the previous year, 
while soybean covered 9.3 
million hectares, down 3.4% 
from a year earlier.

After lashing the south-
ernmost Kerala coast on 
June 3, the monsoon spread 
to two-thirds of India by 
the end of the first half of 
the month, nearly 15 days 
earlier than expected. And 
then it tapered off in the 
third week of June.

While monsoon rains 
were still 10% above average 
in June, they turned 7% be-
low average in July. Overall 
rains have been 1% below 
average so far in the season 
that began in June.

In June, the IMD said 
India was likely to receive 
average monsoon rains this 
year, boosting expectations 
for larger farm output amid 
a devastating second wave 
of COVID-19 infections.

A man rows his boat in the 
tributary waters of Vembanad 
Lake

Veteran Egyptian actress Azizk 
critical after contracting COVID, 
preparing for lung transplant

• Her family is yet to
agree on the transplant

TDT | agencies 

Veteran Egyptian actress
Dalal Abdel Azizk report-

edly is preparing for a lung 
transplant after her condition 
worsened due to complica-
tions from a COVID-19 infec-
tion. 

An Archyde report, quoting 
informed medical sources, say 
the star actress, suffering from 
lung fibrosis, is also not aware 
of the death of her husband 
Samir Ghanem, who also had 
the infection. 

The couple contracted the 
virus three months back and 
has been in treatment since 
then. 

Archyde report also claims 
that her family is yet to agree 
on the transplant for fear of 
her recovery.

“Her family is afraid to agree 
to the lung transplant proposal 
due to the difficulty and dan-
ger of this process,” the report 
adds. 

Meanwhile, social media 
went abuzz with rumours of 
her death during the past few 
days. 

Refuting rumours, Egyp-
tian anchor Ramy Radwan, 
the husband of Azizk daugh-
ter and actress Donia Samir 
Ghanem, told the media that 
his mother-in-law’s “situation 
is difficult, not easy, and there 
is no improvement…every little 

surprise happens.”
He urged news outlets and 

journos not to spread “news 
of death” without being “200% 
certain.”

Understand “the circum-
stances of the family and the 
challenges they face,” he said 
during his show DMC Evening.  

The family, he said, is “trying 
to cross the bottleneck and 
a difficult stage, and please 
don’t add wound on another 
wound.” 

Aziz was undergoing treat-
ment in a private hospital but 
is now in a government hos-
pital. 

An Albawaba report claims 
that the ailing actress received 
a shocking bill for $95,600 for 
her 90-day stay at the private 
hospital. The report, quoting 
unnamed medical sources, fur-
ther confirms that decision to 
transfer her to a government 
hospital “was a pure family 
procedure.”

Delta spreads ‘like wildfire’ as doctors 
study whether it makes patients sicker 
• Delta is as contagious
as chickenpox and
far more contagious
than the common
cold or flu, according
to the CDC report.

Reuters | Los Angeles 

With a new wave of COV-
ID-19 infections fuelled 
by the Delta variant 

striking countries worldwide, 
disease experts are scrambling to 
learn whether the latest version 
of coronavirus is making people - 
mainly the unvaccinated - sicker 
than before.

The US Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention warned 
that Delta, first identified in India 
and now dominant worldwide, is 
“likely more severe” than earlier 
versions of the virus, according 
to an internal report made public 
on Friday.

The agency cited research in 
Canada, Singapore and Scotland 
showing that people infected with 
the Delta variant were more likely 
to be hospitalized than patients 
earlier in the pandemic.

In interviews with Reuters, dis-
ease experts said the three papers 
suggest a greater risk from the 
variant, but the study populations 
are limited and the findings have 
not yet been reviewed by outside 
experts. Doctors treating patients 

infected with Delta described a 
more rapid onset of COVID-19 
symptoms, and in many regions 
an overall increase serious cases.

But the experts said more work 
is needed to compare outcomes 
among larger numbers of indi-
viduals in epidemiologic studies 
to sort out whether one variant 
causes more severe disease than 
another.

“It’s difficult to pin down in-
crease in severity and popula-
tion bias,” said Lawrence Young, 
a virologist at the UK’s Warwick 
Medical School.

In addition, it is likely that the 
extraordinary rate of Delta trans-
mission is also contributing to a 
greater number of severe cases 
arriving at hospitals, the experts 
said.

Delta is as contagious as chick-
enpox and far more contagious 
than the common cold or flu, ac-

cording to the CDC report.
Shane Crotty, a virologist at the 

La Jolla Institute for Immunology 
in San Diego, said the clearest 
indication that the variant may 
cause more severe disease comes 
from the Scotland study, which 
found that Delta roughly doubled 
the risk of hospitalization com-
pared to an earlier version.

For vaccinated, otherwise 
healthy individuals, the odds are 
that if they contract COVID-19 they 
will only experience asympto-
matic or mild disease, said Dr. 
Gregory Poland, infectious dis-
ease expert at the Mayo Clinic.

“But they can pass it on to fam-
ily members and others who may 
not be so lucky,” Poland said. “We 
have to be vaccinated and masked 
or we will, for the fourth time 
now, endure another surge and 
out of that will come worse var-
iants.”

‘FULL-ON FLAMES’

The rate of severe illness, es-
pecially in regions where vac-
cination rates are low, is again 
straining healthcare workers on 
the front lines of the pandemic.

“This is like a wildfire, this is 
not a smoldering campfire. It is 
full-on flames right now,” said Dr. 
Michelle Barron, senior medical 
director of infection prevention 
and control at Colorado’s UCHe-
alth.

Research from China suggest-
ing that the Delta variant repli-
cates much faster and generates 
1,000 times more virus in the body 
compared to the original strain 
highlights the biggest danger of 
this new wave, Barron said.

US to take in thousands more Afghan refugees

• President Joe
Biden has ordered a
withdrawal of remaining
US troops by the
end of the month,
ending the longest
war in US history

• Biden
administration
acknowledges fears
for the stability of
the internationally
backed government

AFP | Washington 

The United States said yes-
terday it will take in thou-

sands more Afghan refugees, 
fearing for the safety of people 
with US associations as America 
ends its longest war.

The State Department said 
it will expand the eligibility of 
refugee admissions beyond the 
roughly 20,000 Afghans who 
have already applied -- with 
some being evacuated out -- 
under a programme for inter-
preters who assisted US forces.

“In light of increased levels of 
Taliban violence, the US govern-
ment is working to provide cer-
tain Afghans, including those 
who worked with the United 
States, the opportunity for ref-
ugee resettlement to the United 
States,” the State Department 
said in a statement.

“This designation expands 
the opportunity to permanently 
resettle in the United States to 
many thousands of Afghans and 
their immediate family mem-
bers who may be at risk due to 
their US affiliation,” it said.

The State Department said 
that the expanded eligibili-
ty will include Afghans who 
worked with US-based media 
organizations or non-govern-
mental organizations or on pro-
jects backed by US funding.

The State Department will 
also let in more Afghans who 
served as interpreters or in oth-
er support roles to forces of 
the US-led coalition but did not 
meet earlier requirements on 
time served.

The State Department is des-

ignating Afghan refugees with 
US affiliations under so-called 
Priority 2, the same level given 
to persecuted minorities from a 
number of countries.

President Joe Biden has or-
dered a withdrawal of remain-
ing US troops by the end of the 
month, ending the longest war 
in US history.

With the Taliban going on the 
offensive, the Biden administra-
tion acknowledges fears for the 
stability of the internationally 
backed government.

But it insists that the Unit-
ed States has done all that it 
can and has accomplished its 
priority mission of eliminat-
ing al-Qaeda extremists who 
carried out the September 11, 
2001 attacks.

Afghan internally displaced families arrive in Kandahar as they flee battles 
between Taliban fighters and Afghan security forces

Egyptian actress Dalal Abdel Azizk 


