
Next indirect US-Iran 
talks after Khamenei 

funeral: mediators

• Indirect US-Iran 
talks held in Doha

• Progress made 
via Qatari-Pakistani 
mediators

• Discussions cover 
nuclear and assets issues

• Tensions persist 
despite diplomatic steps

AFP | Washington

The next indirect US-Iran 
talks will come after the 
late Iranian supreme 

leader’s funeral, mediators said 
yesterday, as diplomacy inches 
ahead on ending the Middle 
East war.

Following the foes’ indirect 
discussions in Doha on Wednes-
day, US President Donald Trump 
as well as mediators Qatar and 
Pakistan offered signs that di-
plomacy was holding, despite 
exchanges of fire this week.

An interim deal was agreed to 
reopen the vital Strait of Hor-
muz and end hostilities, but 
major questions still need to be 
tackled in talks, including Iran’s 
nuclear programme.

“Qatari and Pakistani media-
tors concluded separate meet-
ings with the US and Iranian ne-
gotiators in Doha (Wednesday), 
with positive progress made,” 
Pakistan said yesterday.

Islamabad added the sides 
agreed to keep talking, “with 
the next meeting to be set at 
the earliest possible time fol-
lowing the funeral processions 
of the former Iranian Supreme 
Leader.”

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was 
killed aged 86 at his compound 
in the centre of the Iranian cap-

ital on February 28, the first day 
of the war. Power was swiftly 
passed to his son Mojtaba. 

Ali Khamenei’s public fu-
neral will begin on Saturday, 
with his body lying in state at 
the colossal complex in central 
Tehran that hosts major Friday 
prayers, official ceremonies and 
religious gatherings.

His burial will take place on 
July 9 at the shrine of Imam 
Reza in the northeastern city of 
Mashhad, his birthplace.

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Kazem Gharibabadi, who 
led Tehran’s delegation, said 
Wednesday’ talks had conclud-
ed with an agreement to estab-
lish a communications channel 
by yesterday to report and re-
cord alleged violations of the 
memorandum.

Iran had insisted there would 
be no direct negotiations with 
the United States in Doha. 

Tr u m p  t o l d  r e p o r t e r s 
Wednesday before boarding Air 
Force One: “As far as things are 
going, the denuclearization of 
Iran is moving along well.”

“We hit them very hard... but 
we’re getting along very well,” 
he added.

Russian strikes kill 21  
in biggest ever attack 
on Kyiv, mayor says

Zelensky urges more air defences

• 52,000 sheltere 
in metro

• EU proposes new 
sanctions on Moscow

AFP | Kyiv

Russia launched its larg-
est ever barrage on Kyiv 
early yesterday, accord-

ing to the city’s mayor, tearing 
open apartment buildings in 
an hours-long drone and mis-
sile attack that killed at least 
21 people.

In Moscow, the Kremlin 
vowed to further ramp up the 
“pressure” on Kyiv after the 
strike, sticking to its no-com-
promise rhetoric as rescuers 
in Kyiv scoured the rubble for 
survivors.

The European Union’s top 
diplomat proposed new sanc-
tions on Moscow, while Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky asked the United States for 
licences to manufacture Patriot 
air defence missiles.

Russia has routinely launched 
waves of missiles and drones at 
Ukrainian cities during its more 
than four-year invasion, which 

has become Europe’s deadliest 
conflict since World War II.

AFP journalists in central and 
eastern Kyiv heard more than a 
dozen explosions and saw res-
idents -- some with children 
and pets -- rushing to shelter in 
metro stations.

In the morning, locals stood 
on the rubble of destroyed 
apartment blocks ripped apart 
by the barrage, as smoke poured 
over the Kyiv skyline.

At one spot, a mother cried as 
she embraced her son in front of 
the smouldering debris.

Blasts started echoing out late 
on Wednesday, lasting into the 
early hours of yesterday as Rus-
sian missiles and drones rained 
down on residential areas in the 
city centre.

Mayor Vitali Klitschko de-
scribed it as the “enemy’s most 

massive attack on the capital”, 
without elaborating.

The state emergency servic-
es said at least 21 people were 
killed and 85 were wounded, 
including two children.

Kyiv urged its allies to send 
more air defence.

“Air defence supplies for 
Ukraine are an absolute and 
critical priority,” Zelensky said 
in a post on Facebook.

“We also very much count on 
a decision by the United States 
regarding licences for Patriots.”

Ukraine is seeking to man-
ufacture munitions for the 
US-made missile interceptor 
system, one of its only ways 
of defending against Russian 
ballistic missiles, although de-
fence experts say it will take 
time to set up production  
domestically.

 Struggling to sleep 
Russia fired 496 drones 

and 74 missiles -- including 
hard-to-intercept ballistic pro-
jectiles -- Ukraine’s air force 
said.

It said it shot down 48 of the 
missiles and 476 drones.

AFP reporters met several 
Kyiv residents outside an apart-
ment building largely destroyed 
in the attack.

Space startup to launch India’s first private orbital rocket
AFP | New Delhi

Indian startup Skyroot Aero-
space said yesterday it would 

hold the maiden test flight of the 
country’s first privately devel-
oped orbital-class rocket in the 
coming weeks.

The Vikram-1 rocket, designed 
to carry small satellites into low-
Earth orbit, will lift off from 
the Satish Dhawan Space Cen-
tre in Sriharikota between July 
12 and August 4, the company  
said.

“The countdown to history 

has begun,” Skyroot co-founder 
and chief executive Pawan Ku-
mar Chandana said in a social 
media post.

“What once was a bold dream 
now stands tall on the launch 
pad. Vikram-1. India’s first pri-
vate orbital rocket.”

The rocket, about as tall as a 
seven-story building, is capa-
ble of carrying payloads weigh-
ing up to 300 kilograms (661 
pounds).

“Skyroot plans to commence 
full-scale commercial launch 
operations after one or two suc-

cessful orbital demonstration 
missions,” the newspaper The 
Hindu reported.

The rocket is a significant 
step for India’s space industry, 
which was opened to greater 
private-sector participation in 
2020, with New Delhi seeking 
to capture a larger share of the 
rapidly growing global space 
economy.

India has built a reputation 
for delivering low-cost space 
missions and now hosts more 
than 400 space startups.

Its space economy is currently 

valued at about $8 billion and 
accounts for around two to three 
percent of the global market, 
according to government figures 
released last month.

The government estimates 
the sector could grow to $40-50 
billion over the next decade.

India’s space ambitions have 
gathered pace in recent years. 
In August 2023, it became 
only the fourth country to suc-
cessfully land an unmanned 
spacecraft on the Moon, after 
Russia, the United States and  
China.

FAITH IS TAKING THE FIRST STEP 
EVEN WHEN YOU DON’T SEE THE 
WHOLE STAIRCASE
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drones and 74 missiles 

were launched by Russia 
in the assault on Kyiv
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The death penalty does 
not deliver justice. 

It is an inhumane form 
of punishment, puts in-
nocent lives at risk, and 
has no place in the 21st 
century. I remain fully 
committed to the univer-
sal abolition of the death 
penalty – firmly & without 
exception.

@antonioguterres

El Obeid is a warning, 
we’ve seen this before 

and cannot see it again. 
Violence and hunger are 
rising. In the gap between 
what @WFP can do and 
what funding allows, peo-
ple are left behind. The 
world must act to end this 
war and support #Sudan. 

@WFPChief

It is good to be back in 
Yerevan so soon. The 

recent elections have once 
again shown the strength 
of Armenia’s democracy. 
Armenia is staying the 
course on reform and 
moving closer to Europe. 
So I’m here with a sim-
ple message: Armenia can 
count on us.

@vonderleyen

Another #EUHumani-
tarianAirBridge flight 

has landed in Rwanda, 
carrying over 75 tonnes 
of medical supplies from 
Belgium The cargo now 
continues by road to 
Goma, supporting our 
humanitarian partners 
as they deliver lifesaving 
assistance against #Ebola 
to people in eastern DRC.

@hadjalahbib

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

02

Negotiators agreed 
to establish a 

communications 
channel to report and 

document alleged 
violations of the 

interim memorandum 
before the next round 

of talks

KNOW WHAT

Trial of 
potential Ebola 
treatments 
begins in DR 
Congo: WHO
AFP | Geneva

The trial of two poten-
tial treatments for the 

rare Bundibugyo species 
of Ebola behind the deadly 
outbreak in the DR Congo 
began in the country yes-
terday, the WHO said.

“Today, the clinical trial 
of two therapeutics began, 
with the enrolment of the 
first patient,” with the trial 
evaluating the monoclonal 
antibody MBP134 and the 
antiviral drug remdesivir, 
alone and in combination, 
the World Health Or-
ganization’s chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
told reporters.

India, Japan vow closer 
work on critical minerals
AFP | New Delhi

India and Japan will work 
more closely on critical min-

erals to boost “resilience” in 
their supply chains, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said yester-
day, as the two huge Asian econ-
omies look to cut dependence 
on top exporter China.

Both India and Japan depend 
on imports for many such min-
erals, used in everything from 
electric vehicles, solar panels 
and smartphones to jet engines 
and guided missiles.

They have been seeking new 
suppliers, including the United 
States and other countries, as 
China’s dominance may leave 
them vulnerable to changes in 
their ties with Beijing.

“We have agreed to strength-
en supply chain resilience in 
strategic sectors such as semi-
conductors, quantum technol-
ogies, and critical minerals,” In-
dia’s Modi said after talks with 
his Japanese counterpart Sanae 
Takaichi in New Delhi.

Japan and India are members 
of the Quad security alliance 
along with the United States 
and Australia, a group seen as 
a counterweight to China’s ex-
panding presence in the Indian 
Ocean and wider Asia-Pacific 
region.

Takaichi said both Japan and 
India were facing challenges 

such as “weaponisation of the 
economy and non-market pol-
icies and practices”.

“We need to urgently build 
resilience in our critical miner-
als supply chains,” she said in 
her speech.

In a sign of camaraderie be-
tween the two leaders, Modi 
referred to Takaichi as his “little 
sister” and the Japanese pre-
mier responded by calling him 
“elder brother”.

Japanese and Indian busi-
nesses concluded investment 
deals worth $12.3 billion, the 
two sides said.

They form part of a Japanese 
pledge to pour $68 billion into 

India over 10 years.
Modi said the countries had 

also agreed to co-develop a na-
val radio antenna project aimed 
at boosting maritime surveil-
lance.

Earlier, Takaichi received a 
red-carpet welcome at the pres-
idential palace in Delhi, where 
troops marched past in an hon-
our guard parade.

She will address a busi-
ness forum as part of efforts 
to strengthen economic ties 
between Asia’s second- and 
third-largest economies.

Trade between them in 2025-
26 topped $27 billion, according 
to official figures from India.

Thailand denies 
viral claim 
Macron knelt 
before king
AFP | Bangkok

Thailand’s foreign min-
istry denied yester-

day that French President 
Emmanuel Macron knelt 
before the country’s king 
during his state visit to Paris 
this week, after an AI-gen-
erated picture circulated 
online.

King Maha Vajiralong-
korn and Queen Suthida’s 
trip was the first official 
visit by a Thai monarch to 
France since 1960, mark-
ing the 170th anniversary of 
formal diplomatic relations 
between the two nations.

During a state dinner at 
the presidential palace, Ma-
cron presented the 73-year-
old king with the Grand 
Cross of the Legion of 
Honour -- France’s highest 
award -- and Queen Suthida 
with the Grand Cross of the 
National Order of Merit, ac-
cording to Thai media.

Vatican 
excommunicates 
six 
ultraconservative 
bishops over 
ordination
AFP | Vatican City

The Vatican excommuni-
cated six bishops from 

the ultraconservative Soci-
ety of St. Pius X yesterday, 
while warning that any lay 
believers who “formally 
adhere” to the breakaway 
Catholic group would suffer 
the same fate.

The Vatican decree comes 
a day after the traditionalist 
group consecrated four new 
bishops, openly defying a 
plea from Pope Leo XIV to 
desist and exacerbating a 
rift dating from 1988 when 
the group earlier consecrat-
ed four bishops.

TODAY 
IN 
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324 1863 1884 1996
Battle of Adrianople: Roman 
Emperor Constantine I defeats 
his co-emperor Licinius, who 
flees to Byzantium

Battle of Gettysburg, the largest 
battle ever fought on the American 
continent, ends in a major victory for 
the Union during the US Civil War

Dow Jones publishes 
its first stock index, 
the Dow Jones 
Transportation Average

UK House of Commons announces that the Stone of Scone, 
aka the Stone of Destiny, used in the coronation of Scottish 
and subsequently English and British monarchs, will be 
returned to Scotland after 700 years in Westminster Abbey

Rescuers dig out man eight 
days after Venezuela quakes

Dramatic rescue offered rare hope as Venezuela’s death toll neared 2,300

• Hernan Gil 
pulled alive from 
collapsed building

• Multinational teams 
celebrate success

• Thousands remain 
homeless and missing

• Focus turns to food 
and health risks

AFP | Catia La Mar

Hundreds of rescuers in 
Venezuela cheered and 
embraced yesterday af-

ter pulling a 43-year-old man 
alive from the ruins of a col-
lapsed building eight days after 
deadly twin earthquakes, jour-
nalists witnessed.

With the official death toll 
nearing 2,300 and huge num-
bers of people still missing, the 
rescue of security guard Hernan 
Gil after so long under the rubble 
was greeted as a miracle.

Gil was brought out on a 
stretcher after a painstaking op-

eration to extract him from the 
collapsed seven-story building 
where he worked in Catia La 
Mar, a coastal area almost entire-
ly razed to the ground in the June 
24 catastrophe.

“This is truly a miracle,” Gil’s 
wife Gusbimar Gonzalez said 

before his rescue.
“I’m completely amazed be-

cause it’s the first time I’ve seen 
so many countries come together 
like this to save a single person,” 
she said.

Rescue teams from seven 
countries -- Venezuela, Chile, 

the United States, Portugal, Costa 
Rica, El Salvador, and Mexico 
-- worked around the clock over 
the past three days to reach him.

It was a complex operation in 
which teams had to avoid pro-
voking the further collapse of 
already damaged, nearby struc-

tures.
“It wasn’t easy to reach the 

exact spot where the victim was 
located,” Cristian Vera, the leader 
of the Chilean rescue team told 
AFP.

However, while there have 
been a few astounding rescues 
-- a three-year-old boy was found 
Tuesday six days after the quake 
-- hope has faded of finding many 
more survivors.

 No signs of life 
The majority of collapsed 

buildings in the hardest-hit city 
of La Guaira, just north of Cara-
cas, have been marked with the 
letter ‘D’ for ‘deceased’ -- a sign 
they had been searched with no 
signs of life found.

“Time isn’t wasted in a place 
where there is no expectation 
of recovering people alive,” said 
Javier Rodes, the coordinator 
of a Spanish rescue team whose 
sniffer dog Nala searched in vain 
through the rubble for traces of 
life.

Venezuela’s National Assembly 
President Jorge Rodriguez said 
Wednesday that the number of 
deaths had risen to 2,295, and 
more than 11,000 people were 
injured.

An international rescue team carries Hernan Gil, a survivor of Venezuela’s twin earthquakes, on a stretche in Catia La Mar

A damaged residential building is seen following missile strikes on the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv

Vikram-1 sits on a launch pad at the 
Satish Dhawan Space Centre

Nine Thai monks 
killed after boy drives 
truck into procession

AFP | Bangkok

An 11-year-old boy drove his 
parents’ truck into a Bud-

dhist procession in Thailand 
yesterday, killing nine monks 
and seriously injuring around 
10 others, police and local au-
thorities said.

A group of 35 monks and 
five lay followers were walk-
ing along a roadside in north-
eastern Mukdahan province 
during a pilgrimage when the 
incident occurred.

“I saw a boy driving a pick-
up truck, approaching. At that 
moment I was chanting ‘Bud-
dho, Buddho’ (a meditation 
mantra),” one monk, identi-
fied as Phra Sompong, said in 

a video posted online by local 
rescue workers.

“Then suddenly the truck 
hit at full speed and crashed 
us,” he said.

“Luckily another monk and 
I managed to jump out of the 
way in time,” he added.

“The first nine monks in line 
survived. But others who were 
hit were thrown into the air.”

Police said five monks died 
at the scene and three more in 
hospital. The Mukdahan pro-
vincial office later announced 
the death of a ninth monk.

Health authorities had ear-
lier said four monks were in a 
critical condition and 10 oth-
ers were seriously hurt, while 
more were being treated for 
lighter injuries.

the aftermath of a collision between a pickup truck driven by an 11-year old 
and a procession of Buddhist monks

The sun sets behind the Doha skyline

Japan’s Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi (L) and India’s Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi gesture during her ceremonial reception at India’s presidential palace, 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi


