
His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa, Supreme 
C o m m a n d e r  o f 

the Armed Forces held talks 
with Admiral Charles Brad-
ford Cooper, Commander of 
the United States Central Com-
mand (CENTCOM), during the 
senior military official’s visit to 
the Kingdom.

The two sides reviewed 
the strong and longstanding 
partnership between Bahrain 
and the United States, with His 
Majesty highlighting deepening 
cooperation across defence 
and military sectors.  The 

King reaffirmed both nations’ 
commitment to advancing their 
strategic alliance.

His Majesty praised Wash-
ington’s critical role in uphold-
ing security and stability across 
the region and in supporting 
broader international peace 
efforts.

Talks touched on the latest 
regional and international de-
velopments, with discussions 
centring on ongoing events 
in the Middle East and coor-
dinated efforts to strengthen 
security. The meeting also ad-
dressed recent Iranian attacks 
in the region, with both sides 
exchanging views on key issues 
of shared concern.
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Bahrain, US Strengthen Alliance
Regional security and stability at the centre of discussions

Bahrain convened an 
emergency session of 
the United Nations 

Security Council after Iran 
resumed ballistic missile and 
armed drone strikes on the 
Kingdom. These strikes targeted 
civilian areas, directly violating 
the Islamabad Memorandum of 
Understanding signed on June 
17, which called for a permanent 
halt to military operations.

Foreign Minister Abdullatif 
bin Rashid Al Zayani, addressing 
the Council, said this marks the 
second emergency session con-
vened over what he described 
as a sustained pattern of Iranian 
aggression. The first was called 
following an attack on the Bar-
akah Nuclear Power Plant in the 
United Arab Emirates—a strike 
that pushed the region to the 
brink of nuclear catastrophe.

Hundreds of Attacks 
Since February

Al Zayani said Bahrain has en-
dured hundreds of missile and 
drone strikes since February 28, 
targeting residential neighbour-

hoods and the civilian infrastruc-
ture communities depend on dai-
ly. Three people have been killed 
and hundreds wounded, including 
women and children. Other Gulf 
Cooperation Council member 

states have faced similar attacks, 
reflecting a deeply alarming pattern 
of escalation.

Chemical Disaster  
Narrowly Averted

One strike hit an ammonia 
storage tank at the Gulf Petro-
chemical Industries Company 
inside a populated area. This 
forced authorities to evacuate a 
two-kilometre radius, narrowly 
averting a major chemical dis-
aster.

The Foreign Minister called 
on the Council to ensure its 
resolutions are enforced, warn-
ing that credibility lies not in 
adopting resolutions but in im-
plementing them. While Bah-
rain would continue exercising 
restraint, he affirmed the King-
dom retains its inherent right 
to self-defence.

Bahrain Takes Iran to UN Over Missile Strikes
FM Zayani condemns repeated ballistic missile and drone attacks on civilian areas

Saving Lives in Drone Defense
U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) 

Commander Adm. Brad Cooper recog-
nized American soldiers and sailors as-
signed to a Joint Counter-Unmanned 
Aerial System (C-UAS) unit in Bahrain 
for their exceptional performance in 
intercepting and shooting down 14 
Iranian one-way attack drones over 
recent weeks. He praised their profes-
sionalism, skill, and dedication, noting 
that their actions helped save lives.

Attacks Since the
 Conflict Began

Total reported attacks 808
Ballistic missile attacks 203
Drone attacks 605
People killed 3
Civilians injured 465

Summer Toy 
Festival Returns

The third edition of the 
Bahrain Summer Toy Fes-
tival opened at the Bahrain 
International Exhibition 
Centre, launching its larg-
est and most diverse edi-
tion yet. The 35-day event 
will run until August 5 as 
part of the Kingdom’s wider 
summer entertainment pro-
gramme aimed at strength-
ening Bahrain’s position as a 
regional family tourism hub.

Organised by the Bahrain 
Tourism and Exhibitions 
Authority in partnership 
with Beyon Al Dana Amphi-
theatre, the festival features 
three themed zones cater-
ing to different age groups. 
Twinkle Land offers six 
attractions inspired by in-
ternational children’s char-
acters, Brave Land provides 
five adventure and gaming 
experiences, while Little 
Explorers Land is designed 
for younger children in a 
safe and interactive envi-
ronment.

The festival also includes 
a packed programme of en-
tertainment on the main 
stage, featuring seven live 
shows and eight meet-and-
greet sessions with popular 
characters and performers, 
including Rasha Rizk and 
Tareq Al Arabi Tourgane. 
The event runs daily from 
2:00 PM to 10:00 PM on 
weekdays, and from 12:00 
PM to 10:00 PM on week-
ends

Public 
Prosecution 
Runs Training for 
Tamkeen

The Public Prosecution 
of Bahrain has organised 
a specialised training pro-
gramme for employees of 
the Labour Fund “Tam-
keen” focused on legal pro-
cedures, inspection mecha-
nisms, and regulatory com-
pliance, as part of efforts 
to strengthen institutional 
cooperation and promote 
legal awareness.

The programme covered 
key legal and practical as-
pects of Public Prosecu-
tion procedures, including 
the proper preparation of 
reports and case records 
in accordance with legal 
standards. It also addressed 
methods for identifying and 
handling violations, en-
hancing the quality of field 
inspections and improving 
the efficiency of regulatory 
and auditing processes.

Javelin Bronze 
Glory

Ruba Al-Omari won the 
bronze medal in the wom-
en’s F55 javelin throw at 
the Olomouc World Para 
Athletics Grand Prix 2026 
in the Czech Republic. She 
secured third place with a 
best throw of 17.56 metres, 
adding another achieve-
ment to Bahrain’s para ath-
letics team.

AI Governance 
Conference on 
Sunday

Bahrain will host the fifth 
edition of the World CIO200 
– Bahrain Edition conference 
on Sunday, bringing together 
global leaders, policymakers 
and technology experts to 
discuss the future of artifi-
cial intelligence (AI), digital 
governance and responsible 
innovation.

The virtual conference will 
feature senior executives, in-
formation technology special-
ists and digital transforma-
tion experts from Bahrain and 
abroad. Discussions will focus 
on emerging AI technologies, 
digital leadership, governance 
frameworks, ethical AI adop-
tion and international best 
practices.

According to Dr. Jassim 
Haji, President of the Glob-
al AI Group, the conference 
will open with a keynote ad-
dress by His Excellency Ali 
bin Saleh Al Saleh, Chairman 
of the Shura Council. The 
programme will also include 
presentations by experts from 
Italy, the United Arab Emir-
ates and Saudi Arabia, provid-
ing insights into AI regulation, 
governance and the evolving 
global digital landscape.

H.E. Ali bin Saleh Al Saleh, 
Chairman of the Shura Council

FM Dr. Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani addresses the emergency session of the 
United Nations Security Council.

Restored Homes Hit by Iranian Attacks

The government deliv-
ered a new batch of 
restored homes in Al-

Hidd Housing City after complet-
ing structural and engineering 
repairs to properties damaged in 
Iranian attacks.

The handover was carried 
out in line with royal directives 
from His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and an order 
from His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Crown Prince and Prime Minis-
ter, to compensate citizens whose 
homes and vehicles were affected.

The Ministries of Works and 
Housing and Urban Planning 
oversaw the repairs, which were 
executed under an approved plan 
within a defined timeline. Resto-
ration work covered structural 
damage, interior and exterior 
finishing, and rehabilitation of 
affected utilities.

Residents of Al-Hidd ex-
pressed deep appreciation for the 
royal directives and praised the 
speed and quality of the response. 
They noted that technical teams 
mobilised immediately to assess 
damage and begin rehabilitation.

Ministries completed repairs under royal directives; residents praised the swift response
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Bahrain’s air traffic rose 
sharply in May after a 
steep fall in April, new 

Civil Aviation Affairs figures 
show.Passenger numbers at 
Bahrain International Airport 
climbed from 76,397 in April to 
487,069 in May, a rise of 410,672, 
or about 538 pc.

The April fall came during 
the Iran-US war and the Iranian 
attack on Bahrain and the Gulf, 
which disrupted flights and air-
space use across the region.

Arrivals rose from 37,289 
passengers in April to 234,124 
in May, up by 196,835, or about 
528 pc. Departures increased 
from 39,108 to 252,684, a rise of 
213,576, or about 546 pc.

Aircraft movements also rose. 
Total arrivals and departures 
went from 926 in April to 4,875 in 
May, up by 3,949, or about 426 pc.

Incoming aircraft movements 
increased from 472 to 2,437, a rise 

of 1,965, or about 416 pc. Outgo-
ing movements rose from 454 to 
2,438, up by 1,984, or about 437 
pc.The figures also show a rise 
in traffic through Bahrain’s air-
space. Overflights rose from 548 
in April to 11,242 in May, an in-
crease of 10,694, or about 1,951 pc.

Movements in the flight infor-
mation region rose from 1,474 to 
16,117, up by 14,643, or about 993 
pc.

The rise comes after the open-
ing of the new passenger terminal 
at Bahrain International Airport, 

which raised airport capacity. 
Bahrain’s Gulf location, links with 
nearby markets and the presence 
of international cargo and logis-
tics firms also shape its air freight 
activity.

Summer travel is likely to add to 
passenger demand in the coming 
months, with annual holidays, 
family trips, resident travel and 
seasonal flights. Cargo volumes 
are also expected to draw support 
from the return of regular flight 
timetables and higher operating 
capacity.

Bahrain is considering in-
troducing smart reverse 
vending machines that 

reward residents with instant cash 
points for recycling plastic bottles 
and aluminium cans, as part of its 
broader efforts to develop smarter 
and more sustainable cities.

Speaking at the closing session 
of the Smart Cities Conference, 
Shaikh Mohammed bin Ahmed Al 
Khalifa, Undersecretary for Mu-
nicipal Affairs at the Ministry of 
Municipalities Affairs and Agricul-
ture, said the Kingdom is studying 
Saudi Arabia’s successful recycling 
model as a potential framework for 
implementation.

The proposed initiative is based 
on Saudi Arabia’s reverse vending 
machine programme, launched 
in Riyadh through a partnership 
between the Riyadh Municipali-
ty and the Saudi Investment Re-
cycling Company (SIRC). The 
machines, installed in parks and 
public spaces, allow residents to 
deposit used plastic bottles and 

aluminium cans in exchange for 
instant reward points.

Acting Director of the Public 
Cleanliness Directorate Ammar 
Abdulkareem said the technology 
could play a key role in modernis-
ing Bahrain’s waste management 
system, although several concepts 
would need to be tested locally 
before implementation.

Meanwhile, Dr Mahmood Al 
Afia, Head of Administrative 
Services and Coordination at the 
Northern Municipal Council, 

called for expanding recycling 
initiatives to include paper and 
wood, in addition to plastic and 
aluminium, to further support en-
vironmental sustainability.

Abdulhameed Al Sayeh, Head of 
Household Waste Regulation Op-
erations at Estidama, said officials 
are preparing to send a special-
ised delegation to Saudi Arabia to 
study the initiative and develop an 
implementation timeline once all 
aspects of the project have been 
agreed upon.

• BD300 fine for feeding 
strays or leaving food 
waste in public places 

•  Adoption 
programme launching 
in September

• Remains rabies-
free despite rising 
stray dog numbers  
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Ministry of Municipali-
ties Affairs and Agri-
culture has reaffirmed 

its commitment to supporting 
investment in the veterinary sec-
tor, highlighting the importance 
of public-private partnerships 
in advancing animal healthcare 
and protecting the Kingdom’s 
animal wealth.

The message came during 
a visit by Eng. Asim Abdullatif 
Abdullah, Undersecretary for 
Agriculture and Animal Wealth 
Affairs, to Bari Veterinary Hos-
pital, where he was accompa-
nied by ministry officials and 
welcomed by Dr. Bari Hamed 
and co-founder Anood Khalid 
Al Sharif.

During the visit, the undersec-
retary praised the hospital as an 
example of the private sector’s 
growing contribution to veteri-
nary medicine, noting that such 
investments help enhance public 
health, improve veterinary ser-
vices, and create opportunities 
to train and develop Bahraini 
professionals. He stressed that 

collaboration between the pub-
lic and private sectors remains 
essential to achieving Bahrain’s 
sustainable development goals.

Eng. Asim also commended 
the hospital’s commitment to 
delivering veterinary care in ac-
cordance with international best 
practices, saying its specialised 
services play an important role in 
promoting animal welfare while 
supporting wider public health 
efforts.

The delegation toured the 
hospital’s specialised clinics, 
examination rooms, surgical 
theatres and intensive care 
unit, and reviewed its advanced 
diagnostic and treatment 
technologies. Officials were 
also briefed on the hospital’s 
operations, which are led by 
Bahraini professionals alongside 
a team of veterinarians. 

Bari Veterinary Hospital han-
dles an average of 40 animal 
cases each day, making it one 
of Bahrain’s leading specialised 
veterinary healthcare centres.

TDT | Manama
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Ministry Backs Growth of 
Bahrain’s Veterinary Sector

Hospital’s services align with international 
veterinary best practices.

Eng. Asim Abdullatif Abdullah with the staff during hospital visit

Cash for Recycling?
Bahrain Explores Smart Reverse Vending Machines

Saudi Arabia aims to re-
cycle 95% of its waste by 
2035, with an ambitious 
programme expected to 

divert 82% of waste from 
landfills while creating 
around 100,000 jobs 
to support a circular 

economy.

KNOW

BETTER

Summer travel and restored flight schedules expected to drive further demand

Passenger Traffic Surges at Bahrain Airport

Intelligent surveillance system targets phone use, seatbelt violations, and reckless lane changes
Smart Camera Network Expands

Bahrain is stepping up road 
safety enforcement with 
an expanded network of 

smart cameras capable of auto-
matically detecting a wide range 
of traffic offences, a senior offi-
cial announced at the Bahrain 
Smart Cities Summit 2026.

Lieutenant Colonel Khalid 
Mubarak Bu Qais, Director of 
the Traffic Culture Directorate, 
said the system goes beyond 

simply recording violations—it 
aims to deter dangerous behav-
iour before it leads to tragedy.

“A moment of distraction be-
hind the wheel can change a life 
in seconds,” he warned, adding 

that a single wrong decision on 
the road can cause injuries that 
affect victims for years.

The system uses AI-powered 
algorithms to identify offenc-
es including illegal overtaking 
through emergency lanes or 
pavements, running red lights, 
speeding, mobile phone use 
while driving, and unsafe lane 
changes. It also flags seatbelt 
violations, illegal U-turns, driv-
ing against traffic, ignoring road 
signs, failure to keep right, and 
children seated in the front seat.

Once a camera captures an 
incident, the system conducts 
an automatic analysis and pre-
pares photographic evidence 
for human review. Each case is 
verified for accuracy before a 
violation is confirmed or reject-
ed. Motorists retain the right to 
appeal through official proce-
dures.

Lieutenant Colonel Bu Qais 
said the system integrates arti-
ficial intelligence, plate recogni-
tion, and two-way connectivity 
with other traffic platforms.

Bahrain will deploy 100 
additional smart traffic 
cameras in September, 

expanding a surveillance 
network built to flag 

dangerous driving before 
it causes accidents.

KNOW

BETTER
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Lieutenant Colonel Khalid Mubarak Bu Qais, 
Director of the Traffic Culture Directorate 
at the General Directorate of Traffic

Moves to Tackle Stray Dog Crisis
Fines, adoption drives and awareness campaigns on the agenda as northern 

officials coordinate multi-agency response

Bahrain’s Northern Mu-
nicipality is stepping 
up efforts to address 
the growing problem 

of stray dogs in residential ar-
eas and heritage sites. Plans for 
fines, public awareness cam-
paigns and a new adoption pro-
gramme are expected to launch 
as early as September.

The issue was discussed at 
a coordination meeting held 
at the Northern Municipality 
building, attended by municipal 
member Abdulla Mubarak Al 
Qobaisi alongside representa-
tives from the Bahrain Author-
ity for Culture and Antiquities, 
the Agriculture Affairs agency, 
the Bahrain Cats and Pets Soci-
ety and members of the Press.

Fine for Feeding 
Officials highlighted that 

random public feeding is a key 
driver behind dogs repeatedly 
returning to the same neigh-
bourhoods. Under existing pub-
lic cleanliness rules, individuals 
who feed stray dogs or leave 
food waste in public spaces 
could face fines of up to BD300.

However, authorities stressed 
that awareness must come be-
fore enforcement, calling for a 
community programme to ed-
ucate residents on the risks of 
unregulated feeding and proper 
ways to handle stray animals. 
Mr Al Qobaisi urged the media 
to support the effort through 

short public awareness videos, 
noting that public influence can 
be more powerful than legisla-
tion in changing behaviour.

Adoption Drive 
A significant shift in policy 

is also on the horizon. While 
previous arrangements involved 
catching, sterilising and relo-
cating dogs to industrial areas 
or shelters, the upcoming con-
tract—expected to be awarded 
in September—will open adop-
tion pathways both within Bah-
rain and internationally.

Officials also proposed des-
ignating licensed feeding zones 
coordinated with animal wel-

fare groups, using dry food only 
to minimise littering.

Heritage Sites at Risk
The Bahrain Authority for Cul-

ture and Antiquities flagged con-
cerns over stray dogs entering ar-
chaeological sites including areas 
around Saar and Hamad Town, 
where gaps in fencing allow an-
imals access. Officials confirmed 
Bahrain remains rabies-free, with 
strict import controls in place 
for pets.

Attendees agreed the crisis re-
quires a unified response linking 
enforcement, welfare and her-
itage protection under a clearer 
coordination framework.



The Bahrain Authority 
for Culture and Antiq-
uities (BACA) and the 

Zayed National Museum will 
jointly host a cultural evening at 
the Bahrain National Museum 
on Saturday, July 4, at 7:00 PM, 
open to the public.

The event features a pres-
entation titled “Zayed National 
Museum: Celebrating the En-
during Connections Between 
Magan and Dilmun”, exploring 
deep-rooted trade, social, and 
economic links between the 
ancient civilisations of Dilmun 
— centred in present-day Bah-
rain — and Magan, associated 

with the modern UAE.
A  s c re e n i n g  o f 

the documentary “A 
Bronze Age Boat Sails 
Again” will follow, 
spotlighting tradi-
tional boat-building 
techniques that de-
fined the Gulf’s early 
maritime heritage.

First Collaboration 
The event marks 

the first partnership 
between the two national mu-
seums since the Zayed National 
Museum opened last year. Cul-
tural specialists attending in-
clude Noura Al Mubarak, Head 
of Corporate and International 
Affairs; Aisha Al Mansoori, As-

sistant Curator; and Dr. Emma 
Thompson, Head of Acquisi-
tions and Commissions.

The collaboration under-
scores both nations’ shared 
commitment to preserving 
heritage and strengthening bi-
lateral cultural bonds.

The Labour Market 
Regulatory Authori-
ty (LMRA) has intro-

duced an upgraded digital li-
censing service for recruitment 
agencies, marking another step 
in Bahrain’s ongoing efforts to 
improve public services and 
accelerate digital transforma-
tion.

The enhanced service now 
follows a two-stage licensing 
process, beginning with initial 
approval before the issuance 
of the final licence. Licensed 
agencies will be authorised to 
provide employment media-
tion services, including match-

ing job seekers with employ-
ers, facilitating employment 
contracts, recruiting domestic 
workers, and supplying foreign 
workers to companies and es-
tablishments for designated 
positions.

According to the LMRA, the 
upgraded system significant-
ly reduces processing times, 

requires fewer supporting 
documents, and standardises 
service information across all 
government channels. The 
improvements have also re-
duced the number of approvals 
needed to obtain a licence by 
25%, making the process more 
efficient, transparent, and us-
er-friendly for applicants.

LMRA Deputy Chief Execu-
tive for Services and Business 
Affairs, Ahmed Ibrahim Al Ara-
bi, said the initiative reflects 
the Authority’s commitment 
to adopting innovative digital 
solutions that enhance service 
quality, simplify procedures, 
and improve the customer ex-
perience. He noted that the 
enhancement supports the 
government’s digital transfor-
mation agenda while strength-
ening the competitiveness of 
Bahrain’s labour market.

Al Arabi added that the up-
graded licensing service is 
designed to reduce the time 
and administrative burden on 
businesses while improving 
the overall effectiveness of the 
Kingdom’s labour market reg-
ulatory framework.

Bahrain’s natural pearl 
oyster beds remain 
healthy, with no evi-

dence of widespread depletion 
following the revival of pearl 
diving, according to findings re-
leased under the Hayrat Project 
Initiative led by the Bahrain In-
stitute for Pearls and Gemstones 
(DANAT).

The project, conducted be-
tween 2020 and 2023, assessed 
the condition of Bahrain’s pearl 
oyster beds to determine whether 
the reintroduction of pearl diving 
licences had resulted in overhar-
vesting or declining oyster pop-
ulations.

Led by DANAT in collabora-
tion with the Supreme Council 
for Environment and fisheries 
authorities, the project brought 
together more than 30 Bahraini 
experts and compared its findings 
with a national baseline survey 
conducted in 2012.

Researchers revisited the same 
60 survey stations examined in 
the earlier study while adding 
four new nearshore monitoring 
sites. Using the same scientific 
methods enabled a direct com-

parison of changes over the past 
decade.

Findings
The study found that most 

pearl oyster beds maintained 
stable abundance and density, 
while several locations recorded 
increases in oyster populations. 
Only three of the 35 stations sur-
veyed in Hirat Ashteh showed 
notable declines.

Researchers also observed a 
shift towards smaller oyster size 
classes, indicating strong natural 
recruitment and healthy regener-
ation, while larger breeding oys-
ters remained present to sustain 
future populations.

The likelihood of finding natu-
ral pearls increased from 3.9 per 
cent in 2012 to 4.5 per cent, with 

natural pearl yield improving by 
around 15 per cent. Water and 
sediment quality also remained 
largely unchanged, confirm-
ing that Bahrain’s marine envi-

ronment continues to support 
healthy oyster habitats.

The project also produced 

Bahrain’s first 
comprehensive 
documentation 
and mapping of 
multiple pearl 
oyster species, along with asso-
ciated marine fauna and flora 
across the surveyed sites, provid-
ing valuable new scientific data 
for conservation planning.

Based on the findings, re-
searchers recommended con-
tinued long-term monitoring of 
pearl oyster beds, greater aware-
ness among licensed pearl divers, 
protection of breeding-size oys-
ters, and ongoing monitoring of 
biodiversity, water quality and 
habitat health.

Speaking to The Daily Tribune 
at the launch of its 2025 Sustain-

ability Report, DANAT CEO Noora 
Jamsheer said the institute will 
continue long-term monitoring 

of Bahrain’s pearl oyster beds, de-
scribing the research as critical to 
ensuring the sustainability of the 
Kingdom’s pearling sector.

The monitoring programme is 
carried out in collaboration with 
the Supreme Council for Environ-
ment and the Directorate of Fish-
eries through licensing, scientific 
research and continuous ecosys-
tem assessments to ensure pearl 
oyster stocks remain healthy and 
protected from depletion.

DANAT has already launched 
its third monitoring cycle, reaf-
firming its commitment to evi-
dence-based conservation and 
the long-term sustainability of 
Bahrain’s natural pearl industry.

TDT | Manama

TDT | Manama

TDT | Manama
Neethu V

• Enhanced system 
cuts processing time  

•  New two-stage 
licensing process

•  Improved licensing 
platform simplifies 
procedures
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The study enables 
direct comparison of 

a decade of ecological 
change using consistent 

scientific methods.
NOORA JAMSHEER, CEO, BAHRAIN INSTITUTE 

FOR PEARLS AND GEMSTONES

Bahrain is one of 
the few countries 

alongside Australia 
where pearl diving 
is still permitted 

under strict scientific 
monitoring and gov-
ernment regulation.

KNOW

BETTER

DANAT Cuts Carbon Emissions by 21.7%

• 21.7% reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions achieved between 2022 and 
2025

• First full ESG disclosure includes Scope 
1, 2 and selected Scope 3 emissions.

• Scope 2 (electricity use) remains the 
largest source of emissions.

• Sustainability focus areas: governance, 
social responsibility, marine conserva-
tion and risk management.

• More than 32 million pearls and 
gemstones have been tested since 
establishment.

Bahrain Public Service 
Development

• 1,300+ government 
services documented, 
translated, and pub-
lished

• 800+ services 
developed and re-en-
gineered

Strong Health in Bahrain’s Pearl Ecosystem
Study Shows Stable, Regenerating Pearl Oyster Populations 

Faster Licensing Process for Recruitment Agencies Bahrain and UAE Unite in Cultural Celebration

Garage Worker Jailed 10 Years

Three  Expats Jailed in Online Frauds

Service enhancement supports Bahrain’s digital transformation

The First High Criminal 
Court of Appeal upheld 

prison sentences in a drug traf-
ficking case involving a garage 
worker and three other de-
fendants after investigations 
revealed the workshop was 
used to distribute narcotics in 
Bahrain.

The court confirmed a 10-year 

prison sentence for the garage 
worker, along with a BD 5,000 
fine and permanent deporta-
tion after serving his term. The 
second to fourth defendants 
each received a one-year prison 
sentence and a BD 1,000 fine 
for possession and drug-related 
offences; all seized narcotics and 
paraphernalia were confiscated.

Case details showed the work-
shop owner alerted authorities 
after noticing repeated suspi-
cious visits to the garage. Police 
later discovered 195.3 grams of 
cannabis during a search, and 
investigations uncovered an 
organised network importing, 
storing, and distributing drugs 
across Bahrain.

The Court of Appeal up-
held a five-year pris-
on sentence for three 

Asian nationals convicted in an 
online fraud scheme that tar-
geted victims through fake traf-
fic violation messages, causing 
losses exceeding BD 1,800.

The court also imposed BD 

3,000 fines on each defendant, 
additional fines on the second 
and third accused, confisca-
tion of electronic devices, and 
permanent deportation after 
serving their sentences.

Investigations revealed that 
the defendants used SIM cards 
to send fraudulent messages di-

recting victims to fake payment 
links, leading to unauthorised 
withdrawals from bank ac-
counts. Authorities confirmed 
the involvement of an organ-
ised cyber fraud network af-
ter the stolen funds were used 
to purchase mobile phones in 
Bahrain.

General Shaikh Rashid bin Abdulla Al Khalifa, the Interior Minister, received Stephanie Hallett, US Ambassador to the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, in the presence of Lieutenant-General Tariq bin Hassan Al Hassan, Chief of Police.The Minister 
highlighted the two countries’ shared commitment to further strengthening cooperation, coordination, and joint action 
at all levels, particularly in security cooperation, while expanding opportunities to exchange expertise.He commended the 
longstanding historical relations and strategic partnership between the Kingdom of Bahrain and the United States, noting 
their continued growth across various fields.

Minister of Information, Dr. Ramzan bin Abdullah 
Al Nuaimi, received Mr. Mohamed Saleh Abdullah 
Bukhris, Chargé d’Affaires of the Embassy of 
Libya to the Kingdom of Bahrain, at the ministry 
headquarters in Manama.During the meeting, 
the Minister welcomed the Libyan diplomat and 
highlighted the deep fraternal relations between 
Bahrain and Libya. He noted that both countries 
continue to develop cooperation across various 
fields, reflecting their shared commitment 
to strengthening ties and advancing mutual 
interests. The discussions also reviewed a number 
of topics of common concern.

Security Cooperation Takes Center Stage in 
Bahrain–US Talks

Strengthening Media

EXCLUSIVE



Ge n e r a l  A s s e m b l y 
Bahrain has signed 
a Memorandum of 

Understanding with artificial 
intelligence firm Infiniteware, 
formalising a partnership aimed 
at developing national digital 
talent and connecting graduates 
with employment opportunities 
in the technology sector.

The announcement comes 
with immediate results. In-
finiteware has already hired 
two General Assembly grad-
uates into full-time AI roles. 
Zainab Mohammed, who holds 

a background in biotechnology, 
successfully pivoted into tech, 
while Hassan Ali joined lever-
aging his computer program-
ming foundation — both now 
integrated into Infiniteware’s 
live AI operations.

Under the agreement, the two 
organisations will collaborate 
on talent recruitment, employ-
ee upskilling, career events, 
specialist workshops, and joint 
technology initiatives. They also 
plan awareness programmes 
to support knowledge-sharing 
between national talent and the 
private sector.

“The recruitment of two of 

our graduates demonstrates the 
real value of practical skills,” 
said Ahlam Oun, Director of 
General Assembly Middle East 
Academies.

Infiniteware CEO Ameen 
Altajer added that graduates 
demonstrated strong technical 
competence alongside com-
munication and interpersonal 
skills — qualities essential for 
leading digital transformation 
projects.

The partnership is backed by 
the Labour Fund Tamkeen and 
aligns with Bahrain’s broader 
push to make national talent 
the private sector’s first choice.

The Board of Directors of 
the Bahrain Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 

(BCCI) has approved a package of 
initiatives aimed at reinforcing 
its role as the voice of Bahrain’s 
private sector and broadening its 
economic partnerships.

The decisions were made dur-
ing the third meeting of the 31st 
session, held on Thursday, July 
2, 2026, under the chairmanship 
of His Excellency Nabil Khalid 
Kanoo.

The Board reviewed updates 
on the restructuring of sectoral 

committees, reaffirming their 
central role in channelling the 
concerns and proposals of key 
economic sectors and shaping 
solutions that support private 

sector growth.
The Board approved reforming 

the Bahrain-Jordan Joint Busi-
ness Council, opening member-
ship to board members, business-

people, and traders interested in 
the Jordanian market. This move 
is designed to unlock new trade 
and investment opportunities be-
tween the two countries.

The Chamber also outlined a 
programme of upcoming sectoral 
meetings and field visits to engage 
directly with businesses across 
industries. The Board stressed 

leveraging international partici-
pation to spotlight Bahrain’s in-
vestment landscape and connect 
members with opportunities in 
allied nations.
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General Assembly Graduates Join the AI workforceGerman drone maker raises $1.2 bn as 
investors pile into defence

Bahrain Chamber Approves Key Resolutions to Strengthen 
Private Sector Engagement

Signs MoU with Infiniteware to Advance National Digital 
Talent Development

Gulf banking systems 
have weathered the 
U S – I r a n  c o n f l i c t 

with their credit fundamen-
tals largely intact, but their 
continued stability depends 
on the durability of the cur-
rent ceasefire, Fitch Ratings 
warned.

A Memorandum of Under-
standing signed on 17 June 
extended an earlier April 
ceasefire, giving both sides a 
60-day window to negotiate 
a permanent peace deal. Iran 
was called upon to reopen the 
Strait of Hormuz to commer-
cial shipping — a closure that 
Fitch estimates has already 
lasted around five months.

Despite resilient banking 
fundamentals, the economic 
toll is mounting. Fitch fore-
casts non-oil GDP to contract 
across three of the six GCC 
member states this year, damp-

ening loan growth and 
nudging asset quality 
lower. Sectors including 
tourism, aviation, logis-
tics and real estate face 
rising borrower stress.

The ratings agency 
has shifted its outlook 
for Middle East banks 
from neutral to deteri-
orating — though GCC 
sovereign support re-
mains a key ratings an-
chor.

Liquidity a Bright Spot
Government depos-

its, comprising 20–30% 
of sector funding, have 
provided a stable base. 
Bond market access has 
also recovered faster 
than initially feared.

Fitch cautioned, how-
ever, that a deeper Dubai prop-
erty correction or renewed 
military escalation could in-

tensify pressure on smaller 
UAE banks with heavier real 
estate exposure.

TDT | Manama 

GCC Banks Hold Firm — But Ceasefire Must Last
Fitch warns resilience hinges on whether US–Iran peace deal 

takes hold

The Ministry of Industry 
and Commerce ordered the 
administrative closure of a 
commercial outlet in the Cap-
ital Governorate following vi-
olations of consumer protec-
tion and pricing regulations.

The decision resulted from 
ongoing market inspection 
campaigns conducted by 
the ministry, after the outlet 
increased prices on several 
food products in breach of 
applicable laws.

Inspectors also recorded ad-
ditional violations, including 
the failure to clearly display 
prices on several goods and 
discrepancies between shelf 
prices and amounts charged 
at checkout. These practices 
were non-compliant with con-
sumer protection regulations 
and established commercial 

standards.
The ministry reiterated its 

commitment to intensifying in-
spection efforts across markets 
to ensure compliance with reg-
ulations, safeguard consumer 
rights, and maintain overall 
market stability. It also con-
firmed that legal action will 
continue against any establish-
ment violating relevant laws.

Consumers are encouraged 
to report any suspected vio-
lations or unfair commercial 
practices through official 
channels, including WhatsApp 
on 17112225 or via the national 
complaints and suggestions 
system, Tawasul, to support 
ongoing regulatory oversight 
and consumer protection ef-
forts.

Shop Closed Over Pricing Violations
TDT | Manama 

German drone maker 
Quantum Systems 
said Thursday it has 

raised $1.2 billion (one billion 
euros) in a funding round and 
more than doubled its valua-
tion, highlighting investor buzz 
surrounding defence tech firms.

The Munich-based compa-
ny, which makes surveillance 
drones and other AI-powered 
autonomous systems, is among 
a crop of younger defence man-
ufacturers attracting huge in-
terest as European countries 
rearm.

The funding came from 
backers including US private 
equity giant Blackstone, avia-
tion behemoth Airbus, as well 
as investment firms Noteus and 
Advent, more than doubling the 
valuation of the company to $8 
billion.

“This financing allows us to 
scale production, expand glob-
ally, and deliver the next genera-
tion of AI-powered autonomous 
systems,” said the group’s co-
CEO Sven Kruck.

The funds will also help fur-
ther develop the company’s soft-
ware platforms that connect all 
of its autonomous systems.

Quantum, established in 2015, 
is a supplier of reconnaissance 
drones to the armed forces of 
Ukraine, where the war against 
Russia is now in its fifth year, as 
well as the German military and 
other European armies.

The firm, whose revenues 
were around 300 million euros 
last year, has expanded its of-
ferings beyond spy drones, and 
is developing autonomous land 
and sea systems.

Florian Seibel, co-CEO and 
co-founder, told reporters that 
the fundraising could open the 
way for Quantum to acquire 
Stark Defence -- a maker of 
attack drones, which he also 
helped to found.

Stark, set up in 2024, an-

nounced a funding round of its 
own last week, raising 500 mil-
lion euros.

But Stark said in a statement 
there were “no plans” to merge 
with Quantum Systems.

“A strong European defence 
ecosystem depends on inde-
pendent companies that com-
pete, innovate and collaborate 
where it makes sense,” it said.

“That ultimately delivers 
better capabilities to the armed 
forces.”

European countries are racing 
to build up their militaries to 
contend with an increasingly 
hostile Russia and growing wor-
ries about US security commit-
ments to the continent under 
President Donald Trump.



Next indirect US-Iran 
talks after Khamenei 

funeral: mediators

• Indirect US-Iran 
talks held in Doha

• Progress made 
via Qatari-Pakistani 
mediators

• Discussions cover 
nuclear and assets issues

• Tensions persist 
despite diplomatic steps

AFP | Washington

The next indirect US-Iran 
talks will come after the 
late Iranian supreme 

leader’s funeral, mediators said 
yesterday, as diplomacy inches 
ahead on ending the Middle 
East war.

Following the foes’ indirect 
discussions in Doha on Wednes-
day, US President Donald Trump 
as well as mediators Qatar and 
Pakistan offered signs that di-
plomacy was holding, despite 
exchanges of fire this week.

An interim deal was agreed to 
reopen the vital Strait of Hor-
muz and end hostilities, but 
major questions still need to be 
tackled in talks, including Iran’s 
nuclear programme.

“Qatari and Pakistani media-
tors concluded separate meet-
ings with the US and Iranian ne-
gotiators in Doha (Wednesday), 
with positive progress made,” 
Pakistan said yesterday.

Islamabad added the sides 
agreed to keep talking, “with 
the next meeting to be set at 
the earliest possible time fol-
lowing the funeral processions 
of the former Iranian Supreme 
Leader.”

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was 
killed aged 86 at his compound 
in the centre of the Iranian cap-

ital on February 28, the first day 
of the war. Power was swiftly 
passed to his son Mojtaba. 

Ali Khamenei’s public fu-
neral will begin on Saturday, 
with his body lying in state at 
the colossal complex in central 
Tehran that hosts major Friday 
prayers, official ceremonies and 
religious gatherings.

His burial will take place on 
July 9 at the shrine of Imam 
Reza in the northeastern city of 
Mashhad, his birthplace.

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Kazem Gharibabadi, who 
led Tehran’s delegation, said 
Wednesday’ talks had conclud-
ed with an agreement to estab-
lish a communications channel 
by yesterday to report and re-
cord alleged violations of the 
memorandum.

Iran had insisted there would 
be no direct negotiations with 
the United States in Doha. 

Tr u m p  t o l d  r e p o r t e r s 
Wednesday before boarding Air 
Force One: “As far as things are 
going, the denuclearization of 
Iran is moving along well.”

“We hit them very hard... but 
we’re getting along very well,” 
he added.

Russian strikes kill 21  
in biggest ever attack 
on Kyiv, mayor says

Zelensky urges more air defences

• 52,000 sheltere 
in metro

• EU proposes new 
sanctions on Moscow

AFP | Kyiv

Russia launched its larg-
est ever barrage on Kyiv 
early yesterday, accord-

ing to the city’s mayor, tearing 
open apartment buildings in 
an hours-long drone and mis-
sile attack that killed at least 
21 people.

In Moscow, the Kremlin 
vowed to further ramp up the 
“pressure” on Kyiv after the 
strike, sticking to its no-com-
promise rhetoric as rescuers 
in Kyiv scoured the rubble for 
survivors.

The European Union’s top 
diplomat proposed new sanc-
tions on Moscow, while Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky asked the United States for 
licences to manufacture Patriot 
air defence missiles.

Russia has routinely launched 
waves of missiles and drones at 
Ukrainian cities during its more 
than four-year invasion, which 

has become Europe’s deadliest 
conflict since World War II.

AFP journalists in central and 
eastern Kyiv heard more than a 
dozen explosions and saw res-
idents -- some with children 
and pets -- rushing to shelter in 
metro stations.

In the morning, locals stood 
on the rubble of destroyed 
apartment blocks ripped apart 
by the barrage, as smoke poured 
over the Kyiv skyline.

At one spot, a mother cried as 
she embraced her son in front of 
the smouldering debris.

Blasts started echoing out late 
on Wednesday, lasting into the 
early hours of yesterday as Rus-
sian missiles and drones rained 
down on residential areas in the 
city centre.

Mayor Vitali Klitschko de-
scribed it as the “enemy’s most 

massive attack on the capital”, 
without elaborating.

The state emergency servic-
es said at least 21 people were 
killed and 85 were wounded, 
including two children.

Kyiv urged its allies to send 
more air defence.

“Air defence supplies for 
Ukraine are an absolute and 
critical priority,” Zelensky said 
in a post on Facebook.

“We also very much count on 
a decision by the United States 
regarding licences for Patriots.”

Ukraine is seeking to man-
ufacture munitions for the 
US-made missile interceptor 
system, one of its only ways 
of defending against Russian 
ballistic missiles, although de-
fence experts say it will take 
time to set up production  
domestically.

 Struggling to sleep 
Russia fired 496 drones 

and 74 missiles -- including 
hard-to-intercept ballistic pro-
jectiles -- Ukraine’s air force 
said.

It said it shot down 48 of the 
missiles and 476 drones.

AFP reporters met several 
Kyiv residents outside an apart-
ment building largely destroyed 
in the attack.

Space startup to launch India’s first private orbital rocket
AFP | New Delhi

Indian startup Skyroot Aero-
space said yesterday it would 

hold the maiden test flight of the 
country’s first privately devel-
oped orbital-class rocket in the 
coming weeks.

The Vikram-1 rocket, designed 
to carry small satellites into low-
Earth orbit, will lift off from 
the Satish Dhawan Space Cen-
tre in Sriharikota between July 
12 and August 4, the company  
said.

“The countdown to history 

has begun,” Skyroot co-founder 
and chief executive Pawan Ku-
mar Chandana said in a social 
media post.

“What once was a bold dream 
now stands tall on the launch 
pad. Vikram-1. India’s first pri-
vate orbital rocket.”

The rocket, about as tall as a 
seven-story building, is capa-
ble of carrying payloads weigh-
ing up to 300 kilograms (661 
pounds).

“Skyroot plans to commence 
full-scale commercial launch 
operations after one or two suc-

cessful orbital demonstration 
missions,” the newspaper The 
Hindu reported.

The rocket is a significant 
step for India’s space industry, 
which was opened to greater 
private-sector participation in 
2020, with New Delhi seeking 
to capture a larger share of the 
rapidly growing global space 
economy.

India has built a reputation 
for delivering low-cost space 
missions and now hosts more 
than 400 space startups.

Its space economy is currently 

valued at about $8 billion and 
accounts for around two to three 
percent of the global market, 
according to government figures 
released last month.

The government estimates 
the sector could grow to $40-50 
billion over the next decade.

India’s space ambitions have 
gathered pace in recent years. 
In August 2023, it became 
only the fourth country to suc-
cessfully land an unmanned 
spacecraft on the Moon, after 
Russia, the United States and  
China.

FAITH IS TAKING THE FIRST STEP 
EVEN WHEN YOU DON’T SEE THE 
WHOLE STAIRCASE
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
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496
drones and 74 missiles 

were launched by Russia 
in the assault on Kyiv
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The death penalty does 
not deliver justice. 

It is an inhumane form 
of punishment, puts in-
nocent lives at risk, and 
has no place in the 21st 
century. I remain fully 
committed to the univer-
sal abolition of the death 
penalty – firmly & without 
exception.

@antonioguterres

El Obeid is a warning, 
we’ve seen this before 

and cannot see it again. 
Violence and hunger are 
rising. In the gap between 
what @WFP can do and 
what funding allows, peo-
ple are left behind. The 
world must act to end this 
war and support #Sudan. 

@WFPChief

It is good to be back in 
Yerevan so soon. The 

recent elections have once 
again shown the strength 
of Armenia’s democracy. 
Armenia is staying the 
course on reform and 
moving closer to Europe. 
So I’m here with a sim-
ple message: Armenia can 
count on us.

@vonderleyen

Another #EUHumani-
tarianAirBridge flight 

has landed in Rwanda, 
carrying over 75 tonnes 
of medical supplies from 
Belgium The cargo now 
continues by road to 
Goma, supporting our 
humanitarian partners 
as they deliver lifesaving 
assistance against #Ebola 
to people in eastern DRC.

@hadjalahbib

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Negotiators agreed 
to establish a 

communications 
channel to report and 

document alleged 
violations of the 

interim memorandum 
before the next round 

of talks

KNOW WHAT

Trial of 
potential Ebola 
treatments 
begins in DR 
Congo: WHO
AFP | Geneva

The trial of two poten-
tial treatments for the 

rare Bundibugyo species 
of Ebola behind the deadly 
outbreak in the DR Congo 
began in the country yes-
terday, the WHO said.

“Today, the clinical trial 
of two therapeutics began, 
with the enrolment of the 
first patient,” with the trial 
evaluating the monoclonal 
antibody MBP134 and the 
antiviral drug remdesivir, 
alone and in combination, 
the World Health Or-
ganization’s chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
told reporters.

India, Japan vow closer 
work on critical minerals
AFP | New Delhi

India and Japan will work 
more closely on critical min-

erals to boost “resilience” in 
their supply chains, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said yester-
day, as the two huge Asian econ-
omies look to cut dependence 
on top exporter China.

Both India and Japan depend 
on imports for many such min-
erals, used in everything from 
electric vehicles, solar panels 
and smartphones to jet engines 
and guided missiles.

They have been seeking new 
suppliers, including the United 
States and other countries, as 
China’s dominance may leave 
them vulnerable to changes in 
their ties with Beijing.

“We have agreed to strength-
en supply chain resilience in 
strategic sectors such as semi-
conductors, quantum technol-
ogies, and critical minerals,” In-
dia’s Modi said after talks with 
his Japanese counterpart Sanae 
Takaichi in New Delhi.

Japan and India are members 
of the Quad security alliance 
along with the United States 
and Australia, a group seen as 
a counterweight to China’s ex-
panding presence in the Indian 
Ocean and wider Asia-Pacific 
region.

Takaichi said both Japan and 
India were facing challenges 

such as “weaponisation of the 
economy and non-market pol-
icies and practices”.

“We need to urgently build 
resilience in our critical miner-
als supply chains,” she said in 
her speech.

In a sign of camaraderie be-
tween the two leaders, Modi 
referred to Takaichi as his “little 
sister” and the Japanese pre-
mier responded by calling him 
“elder brother”.

Japanese and Indian busi-
nesses concluded investment 
deals worth $12.3 billion, the 
two sides said.

They form part of a Japanese 
pledge to pour $68 billion into 

India over 10 years.
Modi said the countries had 

also agreed to co-develop a na-
val radio antenna project aimed 
at boosting maritime surveil-
lance.

Earlier, Takaichi received a 
red-carpet welcome at the pres-
idential palace in Delhi, where 
troops marched past in an hon-
our guard parade.

She will address a busi-
ness forum as part of efforts 
to strengthen economic ties 
between Asia’s second- and 
third-largest economies.

Trade between them in 2025-
26 topped $27 billion, according 
to official figures from India.

Thailand denies 
viral claim 
Macron knelt 
before king
AFP | Bangkok

Thailand’s foreign min-
istry denied yester-

day that French President 
Emmanuel Macron knelt 
before the country’s king 
during his state visit to Paris 
this week, after an AI-gen-
erated picture circulated 
online.

King Maha Vajiralong-
korn and Queen Suthida’s 
trip was the first official 
visit by a Thai monarch to 
France since 1960, mark-
ing the 170th anniversary of 
formal diplomatic relations 
between the two nations.

During a state dinner at 
the presidential palace, Ma-
cron presented the 73-year-
old king with the Grand 
Cross of the Legion of 
Honour -- France’s highest 
award -- and Queen Suthida 
with the Grand Cross of the 
National Order of Merit, ac-
cording to Thai media.

Vatican 
excommunicates 
six 
ultraconservative 
bishops over 
ordination
AFP | Vatican City

The Vatican excommuni-
cated six bishops from 

the ultraconservative Soci-
ety of St. Pius X yesterday, 
while warning that any lay 
believers who “formally 
adhere” to the breakaway 
Catholic group would suffer 
the same fate.

The Vatican decree comes 
a day after the traditionalist 
group consecrated four new 
bishops, openly defying a 
plea from Pope Leo XIV to 
desist and exacerbating a 
rift dating from 1988 when 
the group earlier consecrat-
ed four bishops.

TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY

324 1863 1884 1996
Battle of Adrianople: Roman 
Emperor Constantine I defeats 
his co-emperor Licinius, who 
flees to Byzantium

Battle of Gettysburg, the largest 
battle ever fought on the American 
continent, ends in a major victory for 
the Union during the US Civil War

Dow Jones publishes 
its first stock index, 
the Dow Jones 
Transportation Average

UK House of Commons announces that the Stone of Scone, 
aka the Stone of Destiny, used in the coronation of Scottish 
and subsequently English and British monarchs, will be 
returned to Scotland after 700 years in Westminster Abbey

Rescuers dig out man eight 
days after Venezuela quakes

Dramatic rescue offered rare hope as Venezuela’s death toll neared 2,300

• Hernan Gil 
pulled alive from 
collapsed building

• Multinational teams 
celebrate success

• Thousands remain 
homeless and missing

• Focus turns to food 
and health risks

AFP | Catia La Mar

Hundreds of rescuers in 
Venezuela cheered and 
embraced yesterday af-

ter pulling a 43-year-old man 
alive from the ruins of a col-
lapsed building eight days after 
deadly twin earthquakes, jour-
nalists witnessed.

With the official death toll 
nearing 2,300 and huge num-
bers of people still missing, the 
rescue of security guard Hernan 
Gil after so long under the rubble 
was greeted as a miracle.

Gil was brought out on a 
stretcher after a painstaking op-

eration to extract him from the 
collapsed seven-story building 
where he worked in Catia La 
Mar, a coastal area almost entire-
ly razed to the ground in the June 
24 catastrophe.

“This is truly a miracle,” Gil’s 
wife Gusbimar Gonzalez said 

before his rescue.
“I’m completely amazed be-

cause it’s the first time I’ve seen 
so many countries come together 
like this to save a single person,” 
she said.

Rescue teams from seven 
countries -- Venezuela, Chile, 

the United States, Portugal, Costa 
Rica, El Salvador, and Mexico 
-- worked around the clock over 
the past three days to reach him.

It was a complex operation in 
which teams had to avoid pro-
voking the further collapse of 
already damaged, nearby struc-

tures.
“It wasn’t easy to reach the 

exact spot where the victim was 
located,” Cristian Vera, the leader 
of the Chilean rescue team told 
AFP.

However, while there have 
been a few astounding rescues 
-- a three-year-old boy was found 
Tuesday six days after the quake 
-- hope has faded of finding many 
more survivors.

 No signs of life 
The majority of collapsed 

buildings in the hardest-hit city 
of La Guaira, just north of Cara-
cas, have been marked with the 
letter ‘D’ for ‘deceased’ -- a sign 
they had been searched with no 
signs of life found.

“Time isn’t wasted in a place 
where there is no expectation 
of recovering people alive,” said 
Javier Rodes, the coordinator 
of a Spanish rescue team whose 
sniffer dog Nala searched in vain 
through the rubble for traces of 
life.

Venezuela’s National Assembly 
President Jorge Rodriguez said 
Wednesday that the number of 
deaths had risen to 2,295, and 
more than 11,000 people were 
injured.

An international rescue team carries Hernan Gil, a survivor of Venezuela’s twin earthquakes, on a stretche in Catia La Mar

A damaged residential building is seen following missile strikes on the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv

Vikram-1 sits on a launch pad at the 
Satish Dhawan Space Centre

Nine Thai monks 
killed after boy drives 
truck into procession

AFP | Bangkok

An 11-year-old boy drove his 
parents’ truck into a Bud-

dhist procession in Thailand 
yesterday, killing nine monks 
and seriously injuring around 
10 others, police and local au-
thorities said.

A group of 35 monks and 
five lay followers were walk-
ing along a roadside in north-
eastern Mukdahan province 
during a pilgrimage when the 
incident occurred.

“I saw a boy driving a pick-
up truck, approaching. At that 
moment I was chanting ‘Bud-
dho, Buddho’ (a meditation 
mantra),” one monk, identi-
fied as Phra Sompong, said in 

a video posted online by local 
rescue workers.

“Then suddenly the truck 
hit at full speed and crashed 
us,” he said.

“Luckily another monk and 
I managed to jump out of the 
way in time,” he added.

“The first nine monks in line 
survived. But others who were 
hit were thrown into the air.”

Police said five monks died 
at the scene and three more in 
hospital. The Mukdahan pro-
vincial office later announced 
the death of a ninth monk.

Health authorities had ear-
lier said four monks were in a 
critical condition and 10 oth-
ers were seriously hurt, while 
more were being treated for 
lighter injuries.

the aftermath of a collision between a pickup truck driven by an 11-year old 
and a procession of Buddhist monks

The sun sets behind the Doha skyline

Japan’s Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi (L) and India’s Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi gesture during her ceremonial reception at India’s presidential palace, 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi



Next indirect US-Iran 
talks after Khamenei 

funeral: mediators

• Indirect US-Iran 
talks held in Doha

• Progress made 
via Qatari-Pakistani 
mediators

• Discussions cover 
nuclear and assets issues

• Tensions persist 
despite diplomatic steps

AFP | Washington

The next indirect US-Iran 
talks will come after the 
late Iranian supreme 

leader’s funeral, mediators said 
yesterday, as diplomacy inches 
ahead on ending the Middle 
East war.

Following the foes’ indirect 
discussions in Doha on Wednes-
day, US President Donald Trump 
as well as mediators Qatar and 
Pakistan offered signs that di-
plomacy was holding, despite 
exchanges of fire this week.

An interim deal was agreed to 
reopen the vital Strait of Hor-
muz and end hostilities, but 
major questions still need to be 
tackled in talks, including Iran’s 
nuclear programme.

“Qatari and Pakistani media-
tors concluded separate meet-
ings with the US and Iranian ne-
gotiators in Doha (Wednesday), 
with positive progress made,” 
Pakistan said yesterday.

Islamabad added the sides 
agreed to keep talking, “with 
the next meeting to be set at 
the earliest possible time fol-
lowing the funeral processions 
of the former Iranian Supreme 
Leader.”

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei was 
killed aged 86 at his compound 
in the centre of the Iranian cap-

ital on February 28, the first day 
of the war. Power was swiftly 
passed to his son Mojtaba. 

Ali Khamenei’s public fu-
neral will begin on Saturday, 
with his body lying in state at 
the colossal complex in central 
Tehran that hosts major Friday 
prayers, official ceremonies and 
religious gatherings.

His burial will take place on 
July 9 at the shrine of Imam 
Reza in the northeastern city of 
Mashhad, his birthplace.

Iran’s Deputy Foreign Min-
ister Kazem Gharibabadi, who 
led Tehran’s delegation, said 
Wednesday’ talks had conclud-
ed with an agreement to estab-
lish a communications channel 
by yesterday to report and re-
cord alleged violations of the 
memorandum.

Iran had insisted there would 
be no direct negotiations with 
the United States in Doha. 

Tr u m p  t o l d  r e p o r t e r s 
Wednesday before boarding Air 
Force One: “As far as things are 
going, the denuclearization of 
Iran is moving along well.”

“We hit them very hard... but 
we’re getting along very well,” 
he added.

Russian strikes kill 21  
in biggest ever attack 
on Kyiv, mayor says

Zelensky urges more air defences

• 52,000 sheltere 
in metro

• EU proposes new 
sanctions on Moscow

AFP | Kyiv

Russia launched its larg-
est ever barrage on Kyiv 
early yesterday, accord-

ing to the city’s mayor, tearing 
open apartment buildings in 
an hours-long drone and mis-
sile attack that killed at least 
21 people.

In Moscow, the Kremlin 
vowed to further ramp up the 
“pressure” on Kyiv after the 
strike, sticking to its no-com-
promise rhetoric as rescuers 
in Kyiv scoured the rubble for 
survivors.

The European Union’s top 
diplomat proposed new sanc-
tions on Moscow, while Ukrain-
ian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky asked the United States for 
licences to manufacture Patriot 
air defence missiles.

Russia has routinely launched 
waves of missiles and drones at 
Ukrainian cities during its more 
than four-year invasion, which 

has become Europe’s deadliest 
conflict since World War II.

AFP journalists in central and 
eastern Kyiv heard more than a 
dozen explosions and saw res-
idents -- some with children 
and pets -- rushing to shelter in 
metro stations.

In the morning, locals stood 
on the rubble of destroyed 
apartment blocks ripped apart 
by the barrage, as smoke poured 
over the Kyiv skyline.

At one spot, a mother cried as 
she embraced her son in front of 
the smouldering debris.

Blasts started echoing out late 
on Wednesday, lasting into the 
early hours of yesterday as Rus-
sian missiles and drones rained 
down on residential areas in the 
city centre.

Mayor Vitali Klitschko de-
scribed it as the “enemy’s most 

massive attack on the capital”, 
without elaborating.

The state emergency servic-
es said at least 21 people were 
killed and 85 were wounded, 
including two children.

Kyiv urged its allies to send 
more air defence.

“Air defence supplies for 
Ukraine are an absolute and 
critical priority,” Zelensky said 
in a post on Facebook.

“We also very much count on 
a decision by the United States 
regarding licences for Patriots.”

Ukraine is seeking to man-
ufacture munitions for the 
US-made missile interceptor 
system, one of its only ways 
of defending against Russian 
ballistic missiles, although de-
fence experts say it will take 
time to set up production  
domestically.

 Struggling to sleep 
Russia fired 496 drones 

and 74 missiles -- including 
hard-to-intercept ballistic pro-
jectiles -- Ukraine’s air force 
said.

It said it shot down 48 of the 
missiles and 476 drones.

AFP reporters met several 
Kyiv residents outside an apart-
ment building largely destroyed 
in the attack.

Space startup to launch India’s first private orbital rocket
AFP | New Delhi

Indian startup Skyroot Aero-
space said yesterday it would 

hold the maiden test flight of the 
country’s first privately devel-
oped orbital-class rocket in the 
coming weeks.

The Vikram-1 rocket, designed 
to carry small satellites into low-
Earth orbit, will lift off from 
the Satish Dhawan Space Cen-
tre in Sriharikota between July 
12 and August 4, the company  
said.

“The countdown to history 

has begun,” Skyroot co-founder 
and chief executive Pawan Ku-
mar Chandana said in a social 
media post.

“What once was a bold dream 
now stands tall on the launch 
pad. Vikram-1. India’s first pri-
vate orbital rocket.”

The rocket, about as tall as a 
seven-story building, is capa-
ble of carrying payloads weigh-
ing up to 300 kilograms (661 
pounds).

“Skyroot plans to commence 
full-scale commercial launch 
operations after one or two suc-

cessful orbital demonstration 
missions,” the newspaper The 
Hindu reported.

The rocket is a significant 
step for India’s space industry, 
which was opened to greater 
private-sector participation in 
2020, with New Delhi seeking 
to capture a larger share of the 
rapidly growing global space 
economy.

India has built a reputation 
for delivering low-cost space 
missions and now hosts more 
than 400 space startups.

Its space economy is currently 

valued at about $8 billion and 
accounts for around two to three 
percent of the global market, 
according to government figures 
released last month.

The government estimates 
the sector could grow to $40-50 
billion over the next decade.

India’s space ambitions have 
gathered pace in recent years. 
In August 2023, it became 
only the fourth country to suc-
cessfully land an unmanned 
spacecraft on the Moon, after 
Russia, the United States and  
China.

FAITH IS TAKING THE FIRST STEP 
EVEN WHEN YOU DON’T SEE THE 
WHOLE STAIRCASE
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

FRIDAY, JULY 3, 2026

496
drones and 74 missiles 

were launched by Russia 
in the assault on Kyiv
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The death penalty does 
not deliver justice. 

It is an inhumane form 
of punishment, puts in-
nocent lives at risk, and 
has no place in the 21st 
century. I remain fully 
committed to the univer-
sal abolition of the death 
penalty – firmly & without 
exception.

@antonioguterres

El Obeid is a warning, 
we’ve seen this before 

and cannot see it again. 
Violence and hunger are 
rising. In the gap between 
what @WFP can do and 
what funding allows, peo-
ple are left behind. The 
world must act to end this 
war and support #Sudan. 

@WFPChief

It is good to be back in 
Yerevan so soon. The 

recent elections have once 
again shown the strength 
of Armenia’s democracy. 
Armenia is staying the 
course on reform and 
moving closer to Europe. 
So I’m here with a sim-
ple message: Armenia can 
count on us.

@vonderleyen

Another #EUHumani-
tarianAirBridge flight 

has landed in Rwanda, 
carrying over 75 tonnes 
of medical supplies from 
Belgium The cargo now 
continues by road to 
Goma, supporting our 
humanitarian partners 
as they deliver lifesaving 
assistance against #Ebola 
to people in eastern DRC.

@hadjalahbib

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Negotiators agreed 
to establish a 

communications 
channel to report and 

document alleged 
violations of the 

interim memorandum 
before the next round 

of talks

KNOW WHAT

Trial of 
potential Ebola 
treatments 
begins in DR 
Congo: WHO
AFP | Geneva

The trial of two poten-
tial treatments for the 

rare Bundibugyo species 
of Ebola behind the deadly 
outbreak in the DR Congo 
began in the country yes-
terday, the WHO said.

“Today, the clinical trial 
of two therapeutics began, 
with the enrolment of the 
first patient,” with the trial 
evaluating the monoclonal 
antibody MBP134 and the 
antiviral drug remdesivir, 
alone and in combination, 
the World Health Or-
ganization’s chief Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus 
told reporters.

India, Japan vow closer 
work on critical minerals
AFP | New Delhi

India and Japan will work 
more closely on critical min-

erals to boost “resilience” in 
their supply chains, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said yester-
day, as the two huge Asian econ-
omies look to cut dependence 
on top exporter China.

Both India and Japan depend 
on imports for many such min-
erals, used in everything from 
electric vehicles, solar panels 
and smartphones to jet engines 
and guided missiles.

They have been seeking new 
suppliers, including the United 
States and other countries, as 
China’s dominance may leave 
them vulnerable to changes in 
their ties with Beijing.

“We have agreed to strength-
en supply chain resilience in 
strategic sectors such as semi-
conductors, quantum technol-
ogies, and critical minerals,” In-
dia’s Modi said after talks with 
his Japanese counterpart Sanae 
Takaichi in New Delhi.

Japan and India are members 
of the Quad security alliance 
along with the United States 
and Australia, a group seen as 
a counterweight to China’s ex-
panding presence in the Indian 
Ocean and wider Asia-Pacific 
region.

Takaichi said both Japan and 
India were facing challenges 

such as “weaponisation of the 
economy and non-market pol-
icies and practices”.

“We need to urgently build 
resilience in our critical miner-
als supply chains,” she said in 
her speech.

In a sign of camaraderie be-
tween the two leaders, Modi 
referred to Takaichi as his “little 
sister” and the Japanese pre-
mier responded by calling him 
“elder brother”.

Japanese and Indian busi-
nesses concluded investment 
deals worth $12.3 billion, the 
two sides said.

They form part of a Japanese 
pledge to pour $68 billion into 

India over 10 years.
Modi said the countries had 

also agreed to co-develop a na-
val radio antenna project aimed 
at boosting maritime surveil-
lance.

Earlier, Takaichi received a 
red-carpet welcome at the pres-
idential palace in Delhi, where 
troops marched past in an hon-
our guard parade.

She will address a busi-
ness forum as part of efforts 
to strengthen economic ties 
between Asia’s second- and 
third-largest economies.

Trade between them in 2025-
26 topped $27 billion, according 
to official figures from India.

Thailand denies 
viral claim 
Macron knelt 
before king
AFP | Bangkok

Thailand’s foreign min-
istry denied yester-

day that French President 
Emmanuel Macron knelt 
before the country’s king 
during his state visit to Paris 
this week, after an AI-gen-
erated picture circulated 
online.

King Maha Vajiralong-
korn and Queen Suthida’s 
trip was the first official 
visit by a Thai monarch to 
France since 1960, mark-
ing the 170th anniversary of 
formal diplomatic relations 
between the two nations.

During a state dinner at 
the presidential palace, Ma-
cron presented the 73-year-
old king with the Grand 
Cross of the Legion of 
Honour -- France’s highest 
award -- and Queen Suthida 
with the Grand Cross of the 
National Order of Merit, ac-
cording to Thai media.

Vatican 
excommunicates 
six 
ultraconservative 
bishops over 
ordination
AFP | Vatican City

The Vatican excommuni-
cated six bishops from 

the ultraconservative Soci-
ety of St. Pius X yesterday, 
while warning that any lay 
believers who “formally 
adhere” to the breakaway 
Catholic group would suffer 
the same fate.

The Vatican decree comes 
a day after the traditionalist 
group consecrated four new 
bishops, openly defying a 
plea from Pope Leo XIV to 
desist and exacerbating a 
rift dating from 1988 when 
the group earlier consecrat-
ed four bishops.

TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY

324 1863 1884 1996
Battle of Adrianople: Roman 
Emperor Constantine I defeats 
his co-emperor Licinius, who 
flees to Byzantium

Battle of Gettysburg, the largest 
battle ever fought on the American 
continent, ends in a major victory for 
the Union during the US Civil War

Dow Jones publishes 
its first stock index, 
the Dow Jones 
Transportation Average

UK House of Commons announces that the Stone of Scone, 
aka the Stone of Destiny, used in the coronation of Scottish 
and subsequently English and British monarchs, will be 
returned to Scotland after 700 years in Westminster Abbey

Rescuers dig out man eight 
days after Venezuela quakes

Dramatic rescue offered rare hope as Venezuela’s death toll neared 2,300

• Hernan Gil 
pulled alive from 
collapsed building

• Multinational teams 
celebrate success

• Thousands remain 
homeless and missing

• Focus turns to food 
and health risks

AFP | Catia La Mar

Hundreds of rescuers in 
Venezuela cheered and 
embraced yesterday af-

ter pulling a 43-year-old man 
alive from the ruins of a col-
lapsed building eight days after 
deadly twin earthquakes, jour-
nalists witnessed.

With the official death toll 
nearing 2,300 and huge num-
bers of people still missing, the 
rescue of security guard Hernan 
Gil after so long under the rubble 
was greeted as a miracle.

Gil was brought out on a 
stretcher after a painstaking op-

eration to extract him from the 
collapsed seven-story building 
where he worked in Catia La 
Mar, a coastal area almost entire-
ly razed to the ground in the June 
24 catastrophe.

“This is truly a miracle,” Gil’s 
wife Gusbimar Gonzalez said 

before his rescue.
“I’m completely amazed be-

cause it’s the first time I’ve seen 
so many countries come together 
like this to save a single person,” 
she said.

Rescue teams from seven 
countries -- Venezuela, Chile, 

the United States, Portugal, Costa 
Rica, El Salvador, and Mexico 
-- worked around the clock over 
the past three days to reach him.

It was a complex operation in 
which teams had to avoid pro-
voking the further collapse of 
already damaged, nearby struc-

tures.
“It wasn’t easy to reach the 

exact spot where the victim was 
located,” Cristian Vera, the leader 
of the Chilean rescue team told 
AFP.

However, while there have 
been a few astounding rescues 
-- a three-year-old boy was found 
Tuesday six days after the quake 
-- hope has faded of finding many 
more survivors.

 No signs of life 
The majority of collapsed 

buildings in the hardest-hit city 
of La Guaira, just north of Cara-
cas, have been marked with the 
letter ‘D’ for ‘deceased’ -- a sign 
they had been searched with no 
signs of life found.

“Time isn’t wasted in a place 
where there is no expectation 
of recovering people alive,” said 
Javier Rodes, the coordinator 
of a Spanish rescue team whose 
sniffer dog Nala searched in vain 
through the rubble for traces of 
life.

Venezuela’s National Assembly 
President Jorge Rodriguez said 
Wednesday that the number of 
deaths had risen to 2,295, and 
more than 11,000 people were 
injured.

An international rescue team carries Hernan Gil, a survivor of Venezuela’s twin earthquakes, on a stretche in Catia La Mar

A damaged residential building is seen following missile strikes on the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv

Vikram-1 sits on a launch pad at the 
Satish Dhawan Space Centre

Nine Thai monks 
killed after boy drives 
truck into procession

AFP | Bangkok

An 11-year-old boy drove his 
parents’ truck into a Bud-

dhist procession in Thailand 
yesterday, killing nine monks 
and seriously injuring around 
10 others, police and local au-
thorities said.

A group of 35 monks and 
five lay followers were walk-
ing along a roadside in north-
eastern Mukdahan province 
during a pilgrimage when the 
incident occurred.

“I saw a boy driving a pick-
up truck, approaching. At that 
moment I was chanting ‘Bud-
dho, Buddho’ (a meditation 
mantra),” one monk, identi-
fied as Phra Sompong, said in 

a video posted online by local 
rescue workers.

“Then suddenly the truck 
hit at full speed and crashed 
us,” he said.

“Luckily another monk and 
I managed to jump out of the 
way in time,” he added.

“The first nine monks in line 
survived. But others who were 
hit were thrown into the air.”

Police said five monks died 
at the scene and three more in 
hospital. The Mukdahan pro-
vincial office later announced 
the death of a ninth monk.

Health authorities had ear-
lier said four monks were in a 
critical condition and 10 oth-
ers were seriously hurt, while 
more were being treated for 
lighter injuries.

the aftermath of a collision between a pickup truck driven by an 11-year old 
and a procession of Buddhist monks

The sun sets behind the Doha skyline

Japan’s Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi (L) and India’s Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi gesture during her ceremonial reception at India’s presidential palace, 
Rashtrapati Bhavan, in New Delhi
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occupation of SERVICEMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17727676 or 
aqeel@basma.com.bh
AL KOOHEJI ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS 
& CONSTRUCTION WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17701711 or 
lmra@kecc.me
CATEGNA TOURIST RESTAURANT COMPA-
NY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 38393893 or YONASZEW-
DI07@GMAIL.COM
TASTEE TEMPTATIONS TRADING CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of STORE-
KEEPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33372718 or TASTEETEMPTATION-
STRADING@GMAIL.COM
SUBFUL DREAM FASHION  W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES EXCU-
TIVE, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37211885 or ALMARUGROUP@GMAIL.COM
KENTUCKY has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CASHIER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36051050 or ssaleh@AMERI-
CANA-FOOD.COM
PIZZA HUT has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17262998 or ssaleh@
AMERICANA-FOOD.COM
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17265555 or 
adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy 
for the occupation of RIGGER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17265555 or 
adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17534342 or 
sajilnath@urbaser.com
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17534342 or 
sajilnath@urbaser.com
URBASER BAHRAIN CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17534342 or 
sajilnath@urbaser.com
meeran building construction has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39814790 or OMRANGHANI@GMAIL.
COM
KHURAM STAR CONTRACTING BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66695473 or KHURRAMRAFIQUE5473@
GMAIL.COM
AL RABEEH DENTAL CENTER MUHARRAQ 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
RECEPTIONIST, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39338879 or NISARTA@GMAIL.COM
CASTLE TRANSPORT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER(HEAVY TRUCK), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39545755 or CaStel.co@hotmail.com
NAVEEL SHINE RAINBOW ADVERTISING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
PLUMBER (GENERAL), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33217233 or Tafcobuild-
ing@gmail.com
ESMAELY LENZOHM ELECTRICAL CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17830330 or info@esmaelylenzohm.com
KHALIL ABDULLA MOHAMMED BLACK-
SMITH&FABRICATION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BLACKSMITH (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33457447 or Khlilaladrag@Gmail.com
ART STARS TRADING &CONTRACTING 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PAINTING 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39685444 or MODERN@BATELCO.
COM.BH
MAID CLEAN W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39006460 or AAY-
FAN@BINFAQEEH.COM
FAREED ALUMINUM CENTRE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ALUMINIUM TECHNI-
CIAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39664848 or factory@
fareedalu.com

tact 17687073 or h.radhi@ikns.edu.bh
SENBAGH BUILDING MATERIALS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34438582 or SAADALDOSERI85@GMAIL.COM
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy 
for the occupation of STEEL FABRICATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 32376386 or ALTRAD-
MENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAH-
RAIN@ALTRAD.COM
HAMEEM GENTS SALON W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34396605 
or MEETYAHYA622@GMAIL.COM
MAXEL INTERNATIONAL CONTRACTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER (GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39944412 or ABUTHAR1975@
GMAIL.COM
JIANT MANPOWER SUPPLY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33355258 
or JAFFER212@GMAIL.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOPMENT 
CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17226618 or ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
ARTIVA FOR DECORATION AND PUBLICITY 
AND ADVERTISING CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33598981 or 
ARTIVADECORATION@GMAIL.COM
Al Shaya Trading Company W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17001532 or ayman.jafar@alshaya.com
MARINA W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WAITER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17701115 or ALMUTAWA7@
GMAIL.COM
AL BAREH CATERING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17224000 or 
HR@DELMONHOTEL.COM
TABIAT HOLDINGS  W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36810202 or 
SAMAR@ALOTHMANFASHION.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
WARSAK COMPUTER MANAGEMENT  W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36563904 
or KHANBWC@GMAIL.COM
ABRAAK INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES EXCU-
TIVE, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33440630 or M_BILALTOFAIL@YAHOO.COM
synergic facility services has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER(FOOD DISTRI-
BUTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 66637663 or HESSAHESSAHESSA@
YAHOO.COM
alshaya trading co w l l has a vacancy for the 
occupation of STORE MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17556555 or 
AYMAN.JAFAR@ALSHAYA.COM
I CLEAN SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or mel-
lanie.hr@dreamgroup.bh
DAWAR AL SAADA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33831604 or AASS909@
HOTMAIL.COM
Seven Energy W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17500791 or hr@
seven-energy.com
ELITE BAKERY has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33358000 or ALMU-
SAIFER9901@GMAIL.COM
AL MISBAR CORNER CAFETERIA has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(JUICE 
& SANDWICHES), suitably qualified appli-

TH COFFEE INTERNATIONAL W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COFFEE SERV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33530495 or Husain.Fardan@apparelgroup.com
CITY GLASSES W L L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HEAVY VEHICLE DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17874492 or acityglass@yahoo.com
NATIONAL PAPER FACTORY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MACHINE OPERATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17735444 or NAPLAS@BATELCO.COM.BH
clean and green services has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39922434 or 
cleangreenbh@gmail.com
S M D S SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38181800 or 
khanptpm1@gmail.com
FLORIDA LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PRESSER (HAND), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33333333 
or VOLLYMM@HOTMAIL.COM
MAHEEN INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 37418030 or 
MUQEETABDUL87@GMAIL.COM
CONTINENTS MARKETS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39622300 or AL-
MURRAN.MOHAMED@GMAIL.COM
RIGHT ANGLE FOR CONSTRUCTION AND IN-
TERIOR DECORATION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66644640 or SALCO2@HOTMAIL.COM
HAPPY FOOD INTERNATIONAL TRADING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 37154008 or SAFEERVKS1@
GMAIL.COM
SHAY MAKHAWI ALLAYL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36885508 or EBRAHI-
MISA2122@GMAIL.COM
REGAL MAINTENANCE & SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of AS-
SISTANT TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17448936 or regal@
rmswll.com
AL JAZEERA SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36945444 or info@jssbahrain.com
DS SMART SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35458472 
or SAJJAD.AKHTAR49@HOTMAIL.COM
ALBORA SALON has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BARBER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36888317 or JAFFER@
ROADRUNNERBH.CO
RED RUBY SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38077158 or 
IQBALRCC7171@GMAIL.COM
MAHER 804 AUTO SERVICES CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34569303 or ADNANEHSAN509@
GMAIL.COM
SOFT GATE FOR IRONING CLOTHES has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LAUNDER-
ER/PRESSER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33822524 or PRIN-
CESS-000@LIVE.COM
TAKAMUL SERVICES CO ( TASCO ) W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PACKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17344107 or MAJAJ101@HOTMAIL.COM
PRECISION CAR CLEANING & UPHOLSTERY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CAR 
WASHER/CLEANER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33755441 or Love4ev-
er_jh@hotmail.com
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.
com
IBN KHULDOON NATIONAL SCHOOL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEALTH EDU-
CATOR, suitably qualified applicants can con-

cants can contact 17771265 or TADVD@
HOTMAIL.COM
SUPER FANCY DECORE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DECORATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34354463 
or INFO.TRUEOH@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMAD MOHSAN MANAGEMENT CON-
SULTANCY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33340551 or 
MANAMABAHRAIN096@GMAIL.COM
FEDORA CONTRACTING CO WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39311119 or exp.sev4doc@
gmail.com
SANAWAR IQBAL SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38961829 or SANAWARIQBAL@
GMAIL.COM
almigat mechanical and weling work shop 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33320001 
or ALMALAKYAUTO@HOTMAIL.COM
AYAT FASHIONS AND TAILORING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33205069 or 
TISHNAGI_12@GMAIL.COM
ELITE LUXURY APARTMENT COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ROOM ATTENDANT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17255209 or hrd@dada-
bhaiconstruction.com
BAI BAI GOODS RE-EXPORT SERVICES CO 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(RAW 
MATERIALS SEPARATION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66991080 or MIR-
ZAMUBEEN1155@GMAIL.COM
UB MOVERS AND PACKERS BAHRAIN W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37202073 or HMOVERS59@GMAIL.
COM
HADRAMOUT PLAINS RESTAURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37900321 or HISH-
AM683@GMAIL.COM
ALSARAB TOWER CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CONSTRUC-
TION WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33542628 or ALI1988JUMA@
GMAIL.COM
HAZRO RESTAURANT AND SWEETS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33748890 or 
hzrsweets@gmail.com
HAZRO RESTAURANT AND SWEETS has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33748890 or hzrsweets@gmail.com
QUICK KEYS FACILITIES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32264628 or SHAHZADlQBAL7150@GMAIL.COM
FAIZAN SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33745542 or KINGSATTAR84@GMAIL.COM
FEDORA CONTRACTING CO WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39311119 or exp.sev4doc@gmail.com
MULTIPAK TRADING CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES OFFICER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35053932 or MULTIPAKTRADING@GMAIL.COM
STAR PUNJABI RESTAURANT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER (RESTUR-
ANTS), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39888023 or CHSHAFIQ581@GMAIL.COM
GULL ZAREEN MOHAMMAD LATIF M.   AK-
BAR (196970) has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37433592 or ASER-
VICES058@GMAIL.COM
DLS and Associates - Foreign Branch has 
a vacancy for the occupation of AUDITOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36777660 or EMMA.MANSOORI@GMAIL.COM
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700211 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.
BH

DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700211 or HRD@DREAMGROUP.
BH
DAHA CLEANING  SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35072345 or FARAZSOHAIL84@GMAIL.COM
YOUR CHOICE UNIFORM TAILORING CO. - 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP CO. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 35644756 or AL-
HAMEEDI.89@GMAIL.COM
RAFAQAT ALI HAIR MASTERS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35084932 or MUKESHBH252@GMAIL.COM
HOWAR SALOON W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33788698 or 
NNRM1964@GMAIL.COM
FAJER AL KHALEEJ TRADING WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36115469 or rajeshudhaya@gmail.com
NEW CITY SUN FLOWER MASSAGE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33767828 or PRABHULESHPP@GMAIL.COM
HINOPAK REPAIR OF ELECTRICAL EQUIP-
MENT BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33276986 
or KMLIMRAN123@GMAIL.COM
ELLOODS HAIRDRESSING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38887099 
or info@ellood.com
ECO LAB CLEANING & MAINTENANCE CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 32381067 or ecolabmain-
tenance.bh@gmail.com
NEWCASTLE CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of GARDENER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17670885 or newcastle51280@gmail.com
SANGAM SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33956025 or 
SELINMATHEW08@GMAIL.COM
MALIK. KHOKHAR WORKSHOP W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of FORE-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34529911 or MALIKSAIFULLAHK-
HOKHAR9@GMAIL.COM
MEDICI EUROPEAN TRAINING CENTER 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES WORKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 66900427 or LEILAAMBU-
LO@GMAIL.COM
WE ARE HERE CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37784411 or WEHERE.BH@GMAIL.COM
CRUMBLES CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER,PASTRY COOK & CON-
FECTIONER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33550228 or CRUMBLESADM@
GMAIL.COM
ARSHMAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES EXECUTIVE REPRESENTATIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35954810 or INFO@AITCOBH.COM
FAIRY LIFE SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33254849 or UA574288@GMAIL.COM
MULTAN IT SOLUTION  W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39331003 or ALI673799@GMAIL.COM
QUICK HERO DELIVERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 37722742 or QIM.014@
GMAIL.COM
ABDULLA ABDULRAHMAN ALRAYES AND 
SONS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of RIGGER(OIL & GAS WELLS DRILL-
ING), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17252144 or HR@ALRAYESDECOR.COM
GAZI RESTAURANT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17511997 or 
007ALMAHRIN@GMAIL.COM

ELITE RESORT AND SPA W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17313373 or 
hrd@dadabhaiconstruction.com
KHAFAYEF & MORE CATERING has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of COFFEE SERVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36699885 or KHAFAYEF.BH@GMAIL.COM
TUXEDO GENTS TAILORING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17244678 or 
TUXEDO2000@GMAIL.COM
PRIVATE CLINIC DR.ABBAS EBRAHIM AL-
FARDAN has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39333969 or drabbasalfar-
dan@gmail.com
BOHRA ISLAMIC SOCIETY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of QURAN TEACHER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17232821 or 
AK78652N@gmail.com
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAH-
RAIN@ALTRAD.COM
STEEL CORNER WORKSHOP has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WELDER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66994022 or 
STEEL.CORNER.001@GMAIL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAH-
RAIN@ALTRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 32376386 or ALTRAD-
MENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
IN AND OUT SUPERMARKET AND RESTAU-
RANT has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17530005 or shajeem-
mc@kbhgroup.com
MODERN KNOWLEDGE SCHOOLS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TEACHER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17727712 or hr@mkschoolsbh.com
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345051 or info@magicshinebh.com
HILTON TAILORING HOUSE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17245689 or 
GEORGE@HILTONBESPOKE.COM
NEW HYPER CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35075305 or RAFEEK183@GMAIL.COM
SOLIDUS BUILDING SOLUTIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CONSTRUC-
TION WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36715491 or HARUNABDAL71@
GMAIL.COM
Ibis Seef Bahrain Hotel has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36990602 
or EMAD@ACTIONKUWAIT.COM
MOHAMED KHAMIS SALMAN RASHED 
ALAIWI ( MOHALAB / 886 ( has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SEAMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39317789 or 
MALALAIWI@HOTMAIL.COM
BURGER EXPRESS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 35414424 or 
M.MNAWAZ829@GMAIL.COM
NATIONAL MOTOR COMPANY W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17457160 or jamal.salman@nmc.com.bh
SAN SIRRO BERGER W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33549629 or SHA-
HABBH91@GMAIL.COM
CHAUHAN BROTHER SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN(-
MAINTENANCE), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 32385517 or JJIN7083@
GMAIL.COM
CROWN STEELMOULD BSC CLOSED has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17830038 or BEENA.B@ALSAADPROJECTS.
COM
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE COM-
PANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy for the 



The United Arab Emir-
ates, in partnership 
with Japan, the Re-

public of Korea and Portugal, 
hosted a high-level side event 
focused on the growing threat 
posed by terrorist groups’ use 
of unmanned aircraft systems 
(UAS). The event was organized 
in collaboration with the Unit-
ed Nations Regional Institute 
for Crime and Justice Research 
(UNICRI) and the United Na-
tions Office of Counter-Terror-
ism (UNOCT).

Held under the theme “The 
Growing Threat of Terrorist 
Groups’ Use of Unmanned Air-
craft Systems: Strengthening 
International Cooperation and 
Implementation,” the event 

brought together international 
partners to discuss the evolving 
security challenges created by 
the convergence of terrorism 
and emerging technologies.

Participants underscored the 
importance of strengthening 
international cooperation and 
enhancing coordinated efforts 
to counter the misuse of drone 
technology by terrorist organ-
izations. Discussions also fo-
cused on supporting the im-
plementation of the Abu Dhabi 
Guiding Principles, which pro-
vide a framework for address-
ing threats related to the ter-
rorist exploitation of unmanned 
aircraft systems.

The UAE reaffirmed its com-
mitment to working closely 

with international partners to 
strengthen global cooperation 
and translate shared commit-
ments into practical and effec-
tive measures aimed at coun-
tering evolving terrorist threats 
and enhancing international 
security.
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OIC Backs UNRWA Role in Protecting Palestinian Refugees

His Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal bin Far-
han Al Saud, Saudi 

Arabia’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, visited the Museum of 
the Imperial Palace in Beijing 
as part of his official visit to the 
People’s Republic of China.

During the visit, HRH Prince 
Faisal bin Farhan was briefed 
on the museum’s most signif-
icant cultural and historical 
landmarks, gaining insights into 
China’s rich imperial heritage 
and centuries-old civilization.

The visit occurred on the 
sidelines of his official diplo-

matic engagements in China, 
reflecting ongoing cultural and 

diplomatic exchanges between 
the two countries.

Saudi Foreign Minister Visits Beijing

The General Secretariat 
of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation 

(OIC) has reiterated its firm 
support for the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near 
East (UNRWA), emphasising 
its continued political, legal, 
and humanitarian responsibil-
ity toward Palestinian refugees.

The OIC stressed that UNR-
WA plays a vital role in deliver-
ing essential services, including 
education, healthcare, and so-
cial protection, to Palestinian 
refugees across the occupied 
Palestinian territories—includ-
ing the West Bank, Gaza Strip, 
and East Al-Quds (Jerusalem)—
as well as in refugee communi-
ties across the diaspora.

The Secretariat also 
reaffirmed the impor-
tance of Palestinian 
unity, both geograph-
ically and politically, 
highlighting the indi-
visibility of the occu-
pied Palestinian ter-
ritories and the unity 
of its people at home 
and abroad.

Reiterating its po-
sition, the OIC un-
derlined the necessity of fully 
respecting UNRWA’s mandate 
as established under United 
Nations General Assembly Res-
olution 302 (1949). It called for 
the protection of the agency’s 
institutions and rejected any 
efforts aimed at undermining, 
reducing, or replacing its role.

The organisation further 
urged all member states, inter-
national partners, and donors 
to provide sustained financial, 
political, legal, and media sup-
port to ensure UNRWA can 
continue delivering critical ser-
vices to millions of Palestinian 
refugees.

AL HILAL HOSPITAL COMPANY - BSC 
(CLOSED) has a vacancy for the occupation 
of NURSE(GENERAL), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17344700 or HRD@AL-
HILALHEALTHCARE.COM
ALWARDI CLEANING & MAINTENANCE 
CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17230522 or AL-
WARDICLEANING@GMAIL.COM
LEO METAL CLADDING COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ALUMINIUM 
TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39441385 or info@
leometalcladding.com
WASAMA DREAM GENTS Barber has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34342311 or 
amooni88rashed@gmail.com
isa towers cleaning services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER/PACKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39810659 or ykahmed@yahoo.com
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 32376386 or ALTRAD-
MENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAH-
RAIN@ALTRAD.COM
AL AREEN PALACE AND SPA W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17845000 
or ADNAN.ASLAM@LPODWATERPARK.COM
SARHAN TO RENT MARINE ENTERTAIN-
MENT EQUIPMENT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39474001 or MRYMALSARHAN@
GMAIL.COM
A.KAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of COFFEE SERVER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17620150 or 
AHMED@HAWARCENTER.COM
AL AREEN PALACE AND SPA W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17845000 
or ADNAN.ASLAM@LPODWATERPARK.COM
JAFEAR LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33804311 or 
Sajidamjad786@gmail.com
FARHAN TOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 16636500 or FAR-
HANTOWER1@GAMIL.COM
DAMAS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of STORE MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17211848 or 
RAJESHM@DAMASJEWELLERY.COM
NADA TECHNOLOGY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 13699936 or 
AHMED@NADACOMPUTERS.COM
FAISAL HAYYAT CLEANING CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33516061 or SAFDARHAYAT11234@
GMAIL.COM
ATLAS GARAGE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SHEETMETAL WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17785550 or 
GARAGEATLAS@YAHOO.COM
DAN LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 34106464 or 
DAN_CONTRACTING_3931@HOTMAIL.COM
LIBERITUS CONSULTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66610096 or GULFDOC123@GMAIL.COM
PAKTIN CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CONSTRUC-
TION WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35580136 or JUTTNASIR845@
GMAIL.COM
MOON STAR CLEANING CONSTRUCTION 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
16199376 or SUNSKYC.BH@GMAIL.COM
Dome Natural Stone has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17899000 or DO-
MESTONE@GMAIL.COM

BAHRAIN PIPE LINE CONSTRUCTION COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of PLUMBER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 66398999 or BPLCC@
BATELCO.COM.BH
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17877246 or zainabhr@aldoorbh.com
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY SERVICES CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of SE-
CURITY GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38080801 or HR@issbh.com
BAHRAIN PIPE LINE CONSTRUCTION COM-
PANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).GENER-
AL, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66398999 or BPLCC@BATELCO.COM.BH
M MUZAMMIL SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35409550 or JIMMYSHERWANI00@GMAIL.COM
AHMED OMAR TRADING & CONTRACTING 
EST .W L L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ALUMINIUM TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17258545 or admin@ahmedomer.com
CANDLES FOR MARTETING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36758569 
or ZANOOBY.91@HOTMAIL.COM
MODERN MECHANICAL ELECTRICAL & 
TRANSPORT CO W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17708888 or lmra@mmetc.com
THE CANADIAN SCHOOL- BAHRAIN COMPA-
NY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17322582 or HR@KCBAH-
RAIN.COM
BAHRAIN PRECAST CONCRETE CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17875600 or JSA@
BPC.BH
SAMAHEEJ TOWERS FASHION DESIGN 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TAILOR(LADIES), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36460610 or MU-
HAMMEDSAKIL@GMAIL.COM
HAROON MOHSIN DOCUMENTS SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36563904 or MOHSINPER-
VEZ532@GMAIL.COM
ATHINA AUTO SERVICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39299223 
or DOLAH.ALKHALASI92@GMAIL.COM
ALSINDI GENTS HAIR SALOON has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33222533 
or HAMEEDALSANADI92@GMAIL.COM
OLD CHEF CAFETERIA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33100058 or 
ZENONMANAMA@GMAIL.COM
ELITE BAKERY has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33358000 or ALMU-
SAIFER9901@GMAIL.COM
AEROBIC SALON has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BARBER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 32242099 or
COMSIP AL A ALI W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PROJECTS COORDINATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17773006 or arnaud.allix@VINCI-ENERGIES.
COM
TEXAS LONGHORN & OURANIA RESTAU-
RANT W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WAITER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39831380 or FITNESS.MADAN@
YAHOO.COM
ALBARZAKH CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CONSTRUC-
TION WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17592120 or haifa@alrowish-
group.com
ALMAKEENA BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRAFTSMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17000830 or princealmakeena@
gmail.com
NATIONAL HOTELS COMPANY B.S.C. (DIP-
LOMAT HOTEL) has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of COORDINATION & FOLLOW UP SPE-

CIALIST, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17530838 or zalajjawi@nhcbahrain.com
Bahrain Steel BSCC E.C. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MANAGER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17464274 or 
HUSSAIN.ALI@FOULATH.COM.BH
KING HAMAD AMERICAN MISSION HOSPI-
TAL N.P.C has a vacancy for the occupation 
of NURSE(GENERAL), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39748885 or CATHER-
INE@AMH.ORG.BH
HARK LESS GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37070226 or MOHAMMED.FATEEL94@
GMAIL.COM
MUSHAMMAR BOUTIQUE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SEAMSTRESS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38327774 
or MALHOOFF720@GMAIL.COM
BRAVANTIC W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of GENERAL MANAGER (DIREC-
TORATE), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33469696 or HENRIQUE.CALDE-
RIAO@BRAVANTIC.COM
Bin Saleh Industrial services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(HAND WRAP-
PING), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36210088 or Binsit@hotmail.com
PREMAX MEDIA W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17255078 or 
info@premaxgroup.com
BURJ ALAZARAQ REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 33363999 
or ALIALI1984BH@GMAIL.COM
MTQ OILFIELD SERVICES W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PAINTER(METAL 
SPRAYER), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17166827 or ahmed.abdulla@mtq.com.sg
DIN DECOR CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PAINTER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34200817 or QAISAMALI301@GMAIL.COM
RIZK AL FAJR MART has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35962418 or AZMAT-
KHAN1908@GMAIL.COM
ABDULMOHSIN HAJI YOUSIF ALMUKHAR-
RIQ has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN(ELECTRONIC APPARATUS 
MAINTENANCE), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39677795 or NAJEEBM2@
OUTLOOK.COM
ARROW EXPRESS W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38787504 
or ARROWEXPRESS.BH@GMAIL.COM
STREET WOK RESTAURANTS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39601312 or ALIFBHGROUP@GMAIL.COM
LULU LOGISTICS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER/PACKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17558558 or 
careers@bh.lulumea.com
MAHEEN INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37418030 or MUQEETABDUL87@GMAIL.COM
GEETHUS INTERIOR DECORATION. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DECORATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33165687 or FATIMA255M@YAHOO.COM
AL RABEEH DENTAL CENTER MUHARRAQ 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
NURSE(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39338879 or NISARTA@
GMAIL.COM
GREEN PULSE TRADING INTERNATIONAL 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35083568 or TOMSONAKKA-
RA@GMAIL.COM
ASASAT ALBAHRAIN  CONSTRUCTION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39063000 or asasat.bah@
gmail.com
ATTRACTIVE BEAUTY SALON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32323066 or AMANYSAAD77.AS@GMAIL.COM
COCO LOCO FOR FAST FOOD has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(JUICE & 
SANDWICHES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36088868 or JA444JAR@
GMAIL.COM
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Calls for sustained financial and political backing from 
international community

UAE Leads Global Push to Counter Terrorist Drone Threats

His Excellency Jasem Mohamed Albudaiwi, Secretary General of the Gulf Cooperation Council, meets with His Excellency 
S. Premjith, Ambassador of the Republic of Singapore to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, at the GCC General Secretariat 
headquarters in Riyadh. The meeting focused on strengthening GCC–Singapore relations and reviewed the latest 
developments in efforts to update the Free Trade Agreement signed between the two sides in 2008.

GCC Chief, Singapore Envoy Discuss FTA Update



England refused to accept defeat in 
‘beautiful’ DR Congo win, says Tuchel
AFP | Atlanta

Thomas Tuchel said England 
had defied the ghosts of 

previous major tournament dis-
appointments by coming from 
behind to avoid a shock World 
Cup elimination at the hands 
of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo.

Captain Harry Kane rescued 
the Three Lions with two late 
goals for a 2-1 win in Atlanta 
that sets up a meeting with co-
hosts  Mexico, who will have 
home advantage at the historic 
Azteca Stadium, on Sunday.

England are aiming to end 
a 60-year wait to win a major 
tournament.

This generation of players 
have come closer to glory than 
most, losing each of the past two 
finals of the European Cham-
pionship.

But Tuchel said he saw no 
sign of his squad crumbling 
under the weight of expecta-
tion despite a horrendous start 
against a side ranked 46th in 
the world.

Brian Cipenga took advantage 
of slack England defending to 
fire the Congolese into an early 
lead, that they held until 15 min-
utes from time.

“This team today did not ac-

cept a defeat as an outcome,” 
the German said in a post-match 
press conference.

“It would be so easy to give 
in, it would be so easy to accept 
the narrative. I didn’t see any 
of that and that is a very, very 
good sign.”

The former Chelsea boss add-
ed: “That makes me very proud 
because they did what was nec-
essary. The going got tough to-
day, they showed up and we got 
a deserved win, even if it was a 
late one.”

Despite having cleared one 
hurdle, Tuchel’s men face a dev-

ilishly difficult route to their 
aim of becoming world cham-
pions.

Brazil, Argentina and France  
could await in the final stages, 
even if they manage to inflict 
heartbreak on Mexico in front 
of over 70,000 home fans.

El Tri have won all four of 
their World Cup games so far 
without conceding a goal and 
also have the advantage of hav-
ing acclimatised to the high al-
titude of Mexico City.

“It is maybe one of the most 
beautiful fixtures, the most ex-
citing fixtures that you can have. 

We play against Mexico in the 
Azteca,” added Tuchel.

“The altitude will be, of 
course, a big disadvantage be-
cause we cannot physically 
adapt to it in four days. It’s just 
impossible.

“More obstacles may come, 
but we are ready for that. We 
need it. Maybe we have the ideal 
platform now to genuinely be-
lieve that we are ready for that. 
When the going gets tough, we 
will find the answers.”

 ‘Our captain, our leader’ 
Not for the first time, Kane 

rode to his country’s rescue.
A fifth goal of the tournament 

took his World Cup tally in total 
to 13 and kept the Bayern Mu-
nich striker in the star-studded 
battle for the Golden Boot.

Lionel Messi   and  Kylian 
Mbappe  lead the way on six 
goals. Erling Haaland also has 
five, with  Ousmane Dembe-
le and Vinicius Junior on four.

“They are all sharks. If they 
smell blood, they come and 
score,” said Tuchel on the Gold-
en Boot race.

“It’s crazy. (Kane is) so, so 
good. He’s our captain, he’s 
our leader, and decides foot-
ball matches with unbelievable 
finishes.

National cyclists begin 
Japan track camp

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s national cycling 
team has arrived in Japan 

for a track cycling training 
camp in Shuzenji, Shizuoka 
Prefecture.

The squad reached Tokyo 
before heading straight to 
Shuzenji, about 150km from 
the capital. The camp runs 
from July 1 to 13 and brings 
together riders from several 
countries, along with a num-
ber of leading international 
cyclists.

Bahrain is being represented 
by Mohammed Hassan and 
Hassan Thamer, under nation-
al coach Jassim Mohammed 
Hussain.

Shuzenji is one of Japan’s 

main bases for track cycling 
and keirin training. It is also 
the Asian regional develop-
ment centre of the Interna-
tional Cycling Union.

The site has training grounds 
built for elite track riders and 
includes Japan’s first indoor 
250-metre velodrome built to 
International Cycling Union 
standards.

Shaikh Dr Khalid bin Ham-
ad bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, pres-
ident of the Bahrain Cycling 
Association, thanked the Bah-
rain Olympic Committee for 
its support for cycling.

He wished the team well 
and said the camp was aimed 
at preparing a Bahraini side 
able to compete in track  
cycling.

Bahrain lose to Egypt 
before final rematch

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s under-18 basket-
ball team suffered their 
first defeat of the Arab 

Championship yesterday, los-
ing 88-60 to Egypt in their final 
group match, but will face the 
same side again in Saturday’s 
final.

The young national side had 

already booked their place in 
the title match after beating 
Morocco 73-46 on Wednesday, 
their fourth straight win in the 
tournament in Tunisia.

Despite the loss to Egypt, 
Bahrain remain in the race for 
the title after a strong group-
stage run that included wins 
over Algeria, Tunisia, Libya and 
Morocco.

Bahrain opened their cam-

paign with a 60-51 win over 
Algeria before beating hosts 
Tunisia 78-66. 

They then defeated Libya 73-
58 and Morocco 73-46 to seal 
their place in the final before 
yesterday’s closing group match 
against Egypt.

The result means Bahrain and 
Egypt will meet again after to-
morrow in the championship 
final, with the national team 

seeking to turn around yester-
day’s defeat and end the tour-
nament with the title.

The Arab under-18 champi-
onship is being played in a sin-
gle round-robin format, with 
the six teams facing each other  
once. 

The top two sides advance to 
the final, while the third- and 
fourth-placed teams meet in the 
third-place play-off.

Three Bahrainis 
land senior sambo 

posts in Manila

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Three Bahrainis have been 
elected to senior commit-

tee posts at the Sambo Union 
of Asia and Oceania.

Safaa Haji was named head 
of the Women and Sport Com-
mittee, Mahdi Al Mascati head 
of the Disciplinary Committee, 
and Fahad Taqi head of the 
Media and Marketing Com-
mittee.

The votes took place during 
the union’s annual meeting 
in Manila, held alongside the 
2026 Asian and Oceania Sam-
bo Championships.

Delegates from member fed-
erations also met to discuss the 
growth of sambo and closer 
work between national bodies.

Mohammed Ali Janahi, 
president of the Bahrain Sam-
bo Federation, thanked Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
First Deputy Chairman of the 
Supreme Council for Youth 
and Sport, Chairman of the 
General Sports Authority and 
President of the Bahrain Olym-
pic Committee, for his support 
for combat sports.

He also thanked Shaikh 
Salman bin Mohammed Al 
Khalifa, Deputy Chairman of 
the General Sports Authority 
and Chairman of the Bahrain 
Combat Sports Council, for 

his work with federations un-
der the council, including the 
sambo federation.

Mr Janahi said the results 
showed the trust placed in 
Bahrainis by members of the 
Asian and Oceania body.

‘This win is an important 
step and shows the growing 
standing and trust enjoyed by 
Bahraini talent at continental 
level,’ he said. ‘We are proud 
of the confidence shown by 
members of the Sambo Union 
of Asia and Oceania, and we 
look forward to turning this 
achievement into hard work 
to develop the sport, serve 
athletes and promote profes-
sionalism.’

Mr Taqi, vice-president of 
the Bahrain Sambo Federation 
and the newly named head 
of the Media and Marketing 
Committee, thanked member 
federations for their votes.

He said the coming phase 
would bring new plans to raise 
media coverage and market-
ing for sambo, with the aim of 
widening its base across the 
region.

The Bahrain Sambo Fed-
eration also congratulated 
the Asian and Oceania un-
ion on the annual meeting 
and praised the Philippine 
federation for hosting the 
championship and its linked  
events.

England’s forward #09 Harry Kane celebrates with England’s German head 
coach Thomas Tuchel
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Balogun scores and sees red as US beat Bosnia 2-0
Malik Tillman’s late free kick seals a historic knockout victory for the Americans

AFP | Santa Clara

Folarin Balogun scored and 
was sent off as the United 

States beat Bosnia and Herze-
govina 2-0 to reach the last 16 
of the World Cup.

The co-hosts’ first World 
Cup knockout victory in nearly 
a quarter-century -- and only 
their second ever -- sets up a 
clash with Belgium in Seattle 
on Monday.

Balogun’s goal on the stroke of 
half-time had sent the California 
crowd into delirium, with some 
30 million Americans expected 
to be watching the blockbuster 
clash across the nation.

But the striker saw red as VAR 
intervened following a nasty 
clash with Bosnia’s Tarik Mu-
haremovic. But even with the US 
forced into a 10-man rearguard 
action, Malik Tillman curled in a 
free kick to secure the win.

US supporters had flocked 
into the San Francisco Bay Area 
stadium in festive mood, their 
exuberant confidence summed 
up by the traditional pre-match 
fighter jet flyover in the bright 
California skies.

Bosnia’s tactics were made 
clear from the kickoff -- an im-
mediate long ball -- while the US 
defense quickly camped out on 
the halfway line, always pushing 
forward.

Still, Bosnia had the best 
early chances. Forty-year-old 
captain Edin Dzeko held up a 
launched pass from his goal-
keeper and laid it off for Erme-
din Demirovic, who shot right at 
Matt Freese.

The US ‘keeper made anoth-
er good save moments later 
from a Kerim Alajbegovic cor-
ner, which threatened to swing 
straight into his net.

But the US pressure began to 
tell. Balogun had a decent pen-
alty shout for a clumsy Amar 
Dedic tackle waved away. Soon 
after the American striker had 
the ball in the net, but was off-
side from Weston McKennie’s 
smart pass.

Those near misses enlivened 
an increasingly anxious crowd. 
But their nerves were soon re-
duced, as Balogun scored in the 
45th minute.

US captain Tim Ream had in-

tercepted a Bosnian goal kick, 
swiftly playing it to Tillman. His 
through ball deflected into the 
path of Balogun, who tucked it 
under the goalkeeper.

Impressive holding midfield-
er Tyler Adams nearly created 
a second before the break. He 
found Sergino Dest, who head-
ed back to Balogun. His shot 
from the six-yard line clipped 
the crossbar on its way over.

 Historic win 
Just five minutes into the 

second half Dzeko limped off. 
Bosnian coach Sergej Barbarez 
made a triple substitution.

A younger, more mobile front 

line featuring Wisconsin-born, 
US-raised Esmir Bajraktarevic 
immediately pressed higher and 
faster.

In the 64th minute, Balogun 
was shown a straight red after 
VAR review, harshly judged to 
have stamped on the back of 
Muharemovic’s foot.

With the crowd stunned, 
Demirovic spurned a chance 
to add insult to injury, shooting 
straight at Freese from a danger-
ous position.

US coach Mauricio Pochet-
tino used the hydration break 
to gather his squad in a tight 
huddle on the field, rallying his 
outnumbered troops to hold out 

for the game’s final phase.
Despite his team suddenly be-

ing on the backfoot, Christian 
Pulisic put the ball in the net, but 
was comfortably offside.

And in the 82nd minute, the 
US won a free kick on the edge of 
the Bosnian box from a pull on 
Dest. Tillman curled it over the 
wall and to the right of Nikola 
Vasilj, whose fingertips could 
not keep it out.

The Americans rode out a 
nervy 10 minutes of stoppage 
time, substitue Ermin Mahmic’s 
shot flashing inches wide of the 
far post.

But they ultimately holding 
out for a clean sheet and a his-
toric win, keeping alive their 
World Cup journey on home 
soil, as “USA” chants and “Take 
Me Home, Country Roads” re-
verberated around the giant are-
na that hosted this year’s Super 
Bowl.

Belgium late show floors Senegal
Dramatic extra-time comeback seals Belgium’s place in the World Cup round of 16

• Belgium beat 
Senegal 3-2

• Senegal led 
by two goals

• Lukaku sparked 
late comeback

• Tielemans 
scored twice

AFP | Seattle

Youri Tielemans scored 
the latest winner in 
World Cup history as 

Belgium mounted an incredible 
comeback from two goals down 
to beat Senegal 3-2 and qualify 
for the last 16 of the World Cup.

Senegal appeared on course 
for a first win in a World Cup 
knockout match since their 2002 
debut after taking a 2-0 lead 
through strikes from Habib Di-
arra and Ismaila Sarr in Seattle.

However, Belgium forced ex-
tra time as Romelu Lukaku and 
Tielemans scored in the final 
five minutes, before the Aston 
Villa midfielder completed a re-
markable turnaround by con-
verting a penalty in the 125th 
minute.

“In football, anything is always 
possible as long as you believe 

in it,” said Belgium coach Rudi 
Garcia.

“We’re out –- it hurts. We must 
congratulate the team, who gave 
it their all, but unfortunately 
we weren’t able to hold on to 
our two-goal lead,” rued Senegal 
coach Pape Thiaw.

A defeat would surely have sig-
nalled the end of the road for the 
last remnants of Belgium’s gold-
en generation -- Lukaku, Kevin 
De Bruyne and perhaps Thibaut 

Courtois -- but instead they live 
to fight another day.

After a 5-1 win over New Zea-
land that clinched top spot for 
Belgium in Group G, Garcia 
named an unchanged side with 
Atalanta forward  Charles De 
Ketelaere leading the attack and 
Lukaku on the bench.

Thiaw made three changes to 
the Senegal side that thrashed 
Iraq 5-0, which allowed them 
to squeak through as the last of 

the eight best third-place teams.
Pape Gueye  started after 

scoring twice as a substitute in 
that match, while Pathe Ciss 
and  Everton  winger  Iliman 
Ndiaye came into the line-up.

Senegal nearly went ahead 
through the in-form Sarr, who 
hit the post after Courtois inad-
vertently diverted a cross into 
the  Crystal Palace  forward’s 
path.

The Lions of Teranga did take 

the lead, however, when Sarr’s 
header from Sadio Mane’s cross 
came back off the same post, 
with Diarra reacting quickest to 
turn the rebound home.

Belgium’s best chance of the 
half fell to Maxim De Cuyper, 
whose curling effort from out-
side the area drew an outstand-
ing full-stretch save from Mory 
Diaw.

Diaw was again filling in 
for  Edouard Mendy, who re-
turned to Saudi Arabia for tests 
on a knee injury he suffered in 
Senegal’s second game of the 
tournament.  

 Belgian fightback 
Belgi um  unsurpri s i ngly 

turned to their all-time lead-
ing scorer at the interval, with 

Lukaku having already prov-
en his value as a substitute 
against Egypt and New Zealand 
in the group phase.

But Belgium fell further be-
hind six minutes into the second 
half when Sarr chested down 
Moussa Niakhate’s long pass 
over the defence before firing 
an emphatic finish beyond Cour-
tois.

D e  B r u y n e  a n d   Je re my 
Doku were hauled off as Belgium 
appeared to be heading out, but 
Lukaku -- limited to barely an 
hour’s play with Napoli this sea-
son -- grabbed his team a lifeline 
in the 86th minute.

He swept home from a Thom-
as Meunier cross and, just three 
minutes later, Belgium were lev-
el. Diaw failed to deal with Le-
andro Trossard’s delivery into 
the box and Tielemans held off 
two defenders to nod into an 
empty net.

Belgium substitute Dodi Luke-
bakio clipped the crossbar late in 
the second period of extra time 
as the match appeared destined 
for a penalty shootout.

But there was one final twist 
when Tielemans went down 
under a challenge from Lamine 
Camara, prompting referee Said 
Martinez to award a penalty af-
ter a VAR review.

Tielemans stepped up and 
dispatched with aplomb to cap 
a stunning fightback and break 
Senegalese hearts.

West Ham’s 
Fernandes joins 
Spurs

AFP | London

West Ham’s Portu-
gal midfielder Ma-

teus Fernandes has joined 
Spurs after the Hammers’ 
relegation from the Pre-
mier League, the clubs an-
nounced yesterday.

Fernandes, 21, arrived 
in London in 2025 and his 
move across the capital city 
is worth a reported club 
record fee of 85 million 
pounds ($113.4 million).

The most Spurs had 
paid for a player before 
Fernandes was the 52 mil-
lion pounds they spent on 
Netherlands attacker Xavi 
Simons from RB Leipzig last 
August.

The one-time interna-
tional arrives as Roberto de 
Zerbi attempts to re-build 
a Spurs squad who narrow-
ly avoided dropping to the 
Championship last season.

“Spurs is a massive club 
and the head coach was a 
key part of why I have de-
cided to join,” Fernandes 
said.

Mateus Fernandes

Belgium scored twice 
in the final five min-

utes of normal time to 
erase a two-goal deficit 

before completing 
the comeback with a 

penalty deep into extra 
time

KNOW WHAT

After Balogun’s 
dismissal, coach 

Mauricio Pochettino 
gathered his players 
into a huddle during 
the hydration break 
before the 10-man 
side successfully 

protected their lead

KNOW

BETTER

Youri Tielemans #8 of Belgium celebrates with teammate Nicolas Raskin #23 after scoring his team’s third goal from the 
penalty spot

Folarin Balogun #20 of the United States scores his team’s first goal
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Superb Swiatek, Zverev cruise into Wimbledon last 32
AFP | London

Iga Swiatek put a stuttering 
start to her Wimbledon title 

defence firmly behind her by 
powering to a statement sec-
ond-round victory over Karo-
lina Pliskova, while Alexander 
Zverev also eased through yes-
terday.

Reigning champion Swiatek, 
who struggled to hold back 
tears after battling past Taylor 
Townsend in the first round, 
was back to her ruthless best in 
a 6-1, 6-3 dismantling of former 
world number one Pliskova in 
70 minutes.

“For sure the first round was 
really emotional but today I felt 
like it’s another day at the office, 
I need to be ready, be sharp,” said 
Swiatek.

The Pole, who has been in-
consistent since winning her 
sixth Grand Slam title at the All 
England Club 12 months ago, 
will next face the Philippines’ 
Alexandra Eala, who beat Serena 
Williams’ first-round conqueror 
Maya Joint.

Pliskova, who returned to the 
tour this year after a long-term 
injury absence, was no match for 
the third seed.

The 25-year-old Swiatek has 
reached at least the third round 
on each of her past 26 Grand 
Slam appearances since losing in 
round two at the 2019 US Open.

Eala, the 29th seed, became 
the first woman from the Phil-
ippines to reach the third round 
of a Grand Slam, defeating Joint 
3-6, 6-2, 6-0 on a raucous Court 
Three.

“I think the atmosphere today 
was amazing, it was electric, re-
spectful and all that I could have 
hoped for,” said the 21-year-old.

Last year’s runner-up Amanda 
Anisimova came back from a 
break down in the third set to 
beat Sofia Kenin in a deciding 
tie-break.

Former Australian Open 
champion Madison Keys ended 
home interest in the women’s 
singles, beating Britain’s Katie 
Swan in straight sets.

Last on Centre Court, 2022 
Wimbledon champion Elena 
Rybakina, bidding to take the 
world-number-one ranking from 
Aryna Sabalenka next week, 
meets American Caty McNally.

Britain’s future queen Prin-
cess Catherine attended the 
tournament yesterday, greeting 
fans before watching some of the 

action on Court 18.

 Zverev powers on 
Zverev was on top form in a 

6-1, 6-3, 7-6 (7/3) victory over 
Valentin Royer, raising hopes 
the German can finally master 
the grass courts.

He ended his long wait for a 
maiden Grand Slam title at the 
French Open last month but has 
never performed well at Wim-
bledon, failing to get past the last 
16 in nine previous appearances 
at the All England Club.

The second seed has a golden 
opportunity to go further this 
time around, with Jannik Sinner 
and Novak Djokovic in the other 
half of the draw, and fourth seed 
Ben Shelton already out of the 
tournament.

“If I keep playing like this I 
definitely think it can happen 
this year,” said Zverev. “In tennis 
you need to have a short-term 
memory, whether it’s good or 
bad.”

Zverev made short work of 
Royer, banishing some of the 

memories of last year when he 
was dumped out in the first 
round by another unseeded 
Frenchman, Arthur Rinderk-
nech.

American sixth seed Taylor 
Fritz continued his strong recent 
record at the All England Club, 
seeing off compatriot Patrick 
Kypson 6-2, 6-2, 7-5 to reach the 
third round.

Fritz has made at least the 
quarter-finals at Wimbledon 
in three of the past four years 
and lost to Carlos Alcaraz in the 
semis 12 months ago.

Fifth-seeded Australian Alex 
de Minaur also breezed through 
with a dominant straight-sets 
victory over French veteran 
Adrian Mannarino.

Rising Spanish star Rafael Jo-
dar returned to court in a match 
delayed by darkness on Wednes-
day, winning the last two sets to 
complete a comeback victory 
over Pablo Carreno Busta.

Spain ease past Austria 
with 3-0 World Cup win
Spain coasted past Austria 

and into the World Cup 
last-16 on Thursday, thor-

oughly outclassing their op-
ponents in a 3-0 knockout win 
with a brace from Mikel Oyarza-
bal and a Pedro Porro header.

The European champions 
controlled possession and sliced 
through the Austrian defense 
in a typically dominant perfor-
mance in Los Angeles, as Holly-
wood stars Penelope Cruz, Javi-
er Bardem and singer Rosalia 
cheered on.

The win -- which could have 
been by a greater margin, with a 
disallowed goal and a free kick 
off the woodwork -- sets up a 
tantalizing round-of-16 clash 
with either Portugal or Croatia.

The SoFi Stadium was a sea 
of red and excitement was sky-
high over the first visit by a 
bona fide World Cup favorite to 
America’s second city.

Spain ratcheted up the pres-
sure gradually through the first 
half, creating a string of chances 
after the first hydration break.

Marc Cucurella thought he 
had scored from a Lamine Yamal 
corner, but Pau Cubarsi was 
judged to have encroached on 
Austria’s goalkeeper.

Alexander Schlager then 
made a superb diving save, 
pushing Oyarzabal’s low shot 
around the post.

Austria’s defense finally buck-
led in the 36th minute. Pedri 
pinged a ball wide left to Cucur-

ella, whose cross to Oyarzabal 
was calmly side-footed past the 
‘keeper.

Spain’s dominance grew further, 
with Yamal tormenting the Austri-
ans, mainly from the right flank.

An Alex Baena free kick hit 
the crossbar, and Yamal’s close-
range follow-up shot was well 
saved.

Austria spurned a rare chance 
at the other end. Romano 
Schmid played in a late-arriv-
ing and unmarked Stefan Posch, 
but a terrible first touch meant 
he lost the ball before even at-
tempting a shot.

After the break Spain con-
tinued knocking on the door 

without quite putting the game 
to rest.

Austria sent on two giant 

strikers -- Sasa Kalajdzic and 
Marko Arnautovic -- and imme-
diately went long, with Kalajd-
zic putting a header over the bar.

But in the 66th minute, Spain 
struck again. Baena lifted a cross 
onto the head of Pedro Porro, 
who nodded in his first goal for 
Spain.

Some dogged defending kept 
the scoreline respectable, in-
cluding a goalline clearance by 
David Alaba from Yamal, who 
was substituted off to rest mo-
ments later.

Spain sprayed passes around 
the pitch as the final minutes 
ticked down, eliciting “Oles” 
from the crowd, as attention 
turned to a sterner test on Mon-
day in Dallas.

In the 89th minute, a pinpoint 
Cucurella cross found a com-
pletely unmarked Oyarzabal in 
the penalty area, who slotted 
the ball home.

26
consecutive Grand Slam 
appearances have now 

taken Iga Swiatek reach at 
least the third round since 

her 2019 US Open exit

Poland’s Iga Swiatek returns against Czech Republic’s Karolina PliskovaGermany’s Alexander Zverev returns to France’s Valentin Royer

Spain’s defender #24 Marc Cucurella and Austria’s forward #14 Sasa Kalajdzic 
fight for the ball during the match
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W o r l d  C u p  S c h e d u l e
Today (Round of 32)
Time Match Venue

09:00 PM Australia vs Egypt Dallas Stadium

Tomorrow (Round of 32)

01:00 AM Argentina vs Cape Verde Miami Stadium

04:30 AM Colombia vs Ghana Kansas City Stadium

Tomorrow (Round of 16)

08:00 PM Canada vs Morocco Houston Stadium

(All games in Bahrain time)

Klopp poised to 
replace Nagelsmann as 
Germany coach: reports

AFP | Berlin

Julian Nagelsmann is re-
portedly set to be sacked 

as Germany coach, tabloid Bild 
reported yesterday, with for-
mer Liverpool manager Jur-
gen Klopp the favourite to take 
over in the dugout.

Nagelsmann, 38, has been 
under fire since Germany’s last 
32 exit from the World Cup 
after a shock loss to Paraguay.

Showing pictures of Nagels-
mann at German FA (DFB) 
headquarters in Frankfurt, 
Bild reported yesterday the 
coach had been offered a sev-
erance package of seven mil-
lion euros ($8 million) to leave 
the position in a three-hour 
meeting.

Last renewed in January 
2025, Nagelsmann’s contract 
is set to run until 2028.

Figures on his annual salary 
have not been made public, al-

though German media reports 
he earns roughly seven million 
euros per year.

Germany’s loss on penalties 
to Paraguay marked the third 
straight early World Cup exit 
for the four-time champions, 
after group stage eliminations 
in Russia and Qatar.

Monday’s defeat was Ger-
many’s first knockout match 
since winning the World Cup 
in Brazil in 2014.

On Tuesday, DFB president 
Bernd Neuendorf announced 
an immediate investigation 
into the World Cup failure.

A decision on Nagelsmann 
is expected “by the beginning 
of next week at the latest”, AFP 
sports subsidiary SID reported 
yesterday.

Several German media out-
lets, including Sky and Munich 
daily Sueddeutsche Zeitung, 
have said Klopp is the over-
whelming favourite to succeed 
Nagelsmann.

Jurgen Klopp


