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HISTORY
Battle of Adrianople: Roman 
Emperor Constantine I de-
feats his co-emperor Licinius, 
who flees to Byzantium

Battle of Horns of Hattin: 
Saladin, Sultan of Egypt 
and Syria, destroys Jeru-
salem’s crusader army

Battle of Gettysburg, largest battle 
ever fought on the American con-
tinent, ends in a major victory for 
the Union during the US Civil War

Dow Jones publishes its 1st 
stock index, the Dow Jones 
Transportation Average
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For some in the “pro-
l i f e ”  m o v e m e n t , 

women who have an 
abortion should be pros-
ecuted for murder and 
subjected to the death 
penalty. That awful de-
velopment may not be 
so far-fetched: today’s US 
Supreme Court would 
probably allow it.

@kenroth

We have to show 
strength and uni-

ty to deter aggressors. 
Together, we can achieve 
a huge amount for the 
betterment of Europe 
and for the world.

@trussliz

The Supreme Court’s 
reversal of Roe v. 

Wade will upend the lives 
and impact the health of 
millions of women. As 
I’ve said, this isn’t over. 
In addition to my actions 
to protect women’s right 
to travel for care and ac-
cess FDA-approved med-
ication, these Governors 
are stepping up:

@POTUS

My thanks and ap-
preciation to #Sau-

diArabia Ambassador 
Abdulaziz Alwasil for 
your strong partnership 
and support to @WHO 
during your tenure in 
Geneva. I wish you all 
the best in your next role. 
Together, for a healthier, 
safer, fairer world!

@DrTedros

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Ohio police officers shot fleeing Black 
man dozens of times, lawyer says
Reuters

Police killed Jayland Walk-
er, a Black man in Ohio, by 

shooting him dozens of times 
as he ran from officers, a law-
yer for his family said, citing a 
review of police video footage 
due to be made public today. 

In comments published yes-
terday by the Akron Beacon 
Journal, attorney Bobby DiCel-
lo described the video as “bru-
tal,” and said Walker’s relatives 
worried protests this weekend 
could turn violent.

The shooting was the latest in 
a string of killings of Black men 
by police in the United States 
that critics say are unjustified, 
including the 2020 murder of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis 
which ignited global protests 
against police brutality.

“We’re all bracing for the 
community’s response and the 
one message that we have is the 
family does not need any more 
violence,” DiCello said.

Akron police have said Walk-
er fired a gun at officers who 
were pursuing him. They plan 
to release their body camera 
footage following a news con-
ference on Sunday, hours before 
a protest march is scheduled.

Officials have said the inci-
dent began when officers tried 
to stop Walker for a traffic vi-
olation while he was driving 
early Monday morning. Walker 

fled, according to the Akron 
Police Department, which said 
officers reported a gun being 
fired from the suspect vehicle.

After several minutes Walk-
er exited his vehicle and ran, 
while officers chased him on 
foot and fired at him, saying 
he presented a “deadly threat,” 
the police department said in a 
statement on Tuesday.

Walker, 25, was pronounced 
dead in the parking lot where 
he fell. 

DiCello said his team has not 
seen any evidence Walker fired 
a gun and that police body cam-
era footage showed him run-
ning with his back to officers 
when they fired.

“He is just in a down sprint 
when he is dropped by I think 
the count is more than 90 
shots,” DiCello told the Akron 
Beacon Journal. “Now how 
many of those land, according 
to our investigation right now, 
we’re getting details that sug-
gest 60 to 80 wounds.”

Striking Paris airport workers call new walkout on July 8-10
Reuters | Paris

Striking Paris airport workers 
said yesterday they would 

stage another walkout at the 
French capital’s main interna-
tional hub from July 8-10 to 
press their pay demands, sig-
nalling further disruption for 
early summer travellers.

G r o u n d  s t a f f  a t  Ro i s -
sy-Charles de Gaulle airport 
have staged a series of strikes to 
demand a wage hike to cushion 
the pain of inflation, embold-
ened by booming demand for 
air travel and staff shortages 
caused in part by the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

The current walkout, which 
began on Thursday, is due to 
continue until Sunday, though 
France’s civil aviation author-
ity said less disruption was ex-

pected.
Airport operator ADP had 

offered staff a 4% pay rise if 
they agreed to end the strike 
on Friday, but workers rejected 
the offer, a union representative 
told Reuters.

“A majority of workers think 
the offer is not good enough,” 

said Daniel Bertone, who rep-
resents the CGT union. “They 
don’t trust management and 
they don’t accept the ‘it’s this 
or nothing’ blackmail.”

“We notified the manage-
ment of a new strike plan from 
the 8th until the 10th of July,” 
Bertone added.

Blasts rock Ukraine southern city
The mayor of Ukrainian city Mykolaiv warns residents to stay in shelters as powerful explosions rock the city

• Russia grinds out 
gains in the east

Reuters | Washington

Blasts shook Ukraine’s 
southern city of Mykolaiv 
yesterday as Russia’s ar-

tillery helped grind out gains in 
the east, after a week when the 
civilian death toll from Russian 
missile strikes climbed in urban 
centres well behind the frontline.

“There are powerful explosions 
in the city! Stay in shelters!” Ol-
eksandr Senkevych, mayor of the 
Mykolaiv region which borders 
the vital Black Sea port of Odesa, 
wrote on the Telegram messaging 
app as air raid sirens sounded.

The cause of the blasts was not 
immediately clear, although Rus-
sia later said it had hit army com-
mand posts in the area. Reuters 
could not independently verify 
the reports.

Kyiv says Moscow has intensi-
fied missile attacks on cities far 
from the main battlefields in the 
country’s east and that it deliber-
ately hit civilian sites. Ukrainian 
troops on the eastern frontlines 
meanwhile describe intense ar-
tillery barrages that have pum-
melled residential areas.

Russia says it has targeted mil-
itary sites and denies aiming at 
civilians. Kremlin spokesperson 

Dmitry Peskov said “Russian 
Armed Forces do not work with 
civilian targets”.

The Chief of General Staff of 
the Russian Armed Forces, Valery 
Gerasimov, inspected Russian 
troops involved in what Moscow 
calls its “special military opera-
tion”, Russia’s defence ministry 
said, although it was not clear if 
he was in Ukraine.

The inspection follows slow 
but steady gains by Russian forces 
with the help of relentless ar-
tillery in east Ukraine, a focus 
for Moscow after it narrowed 
its broader war goals of toppling 
the government following fierce 
Ukrainian resistance.

“Definitely they are trying to 

demoralise us. Maybe some peo-
ple are affected by that, but for 
us it only brings more hatred and 
determination,” said a Ukraini-
an soldier returning from Lysy-
chansk, Ukraine’s last bastion in 
Luhansk province.

Russia is seeking to drive 
Ukrainian forces out of Luhansk 
and Donetsk provinces in the 
industrialised eastern Donbas 
region where Moscow-backed 
separatists have been fighting 
Kyiv since Russia’s first military 
intervention in Ukraine in 2014.

Russia’s TASS news agency 
quoted a source close to Rus-
sia-backed forces in Luhansk 
saying Ukraine’s last forces in 
Lysychansk were under intense 

attack. “They will be defeated 
in the near future if they do not 
surrender,” the source said.

It was not possible to inde-
pendently verify the report. 
Ukrainian officials did not im-
mediately respond to Reuters re-
quests for comment.

Houses ‘burning down’
Russian forces seized Sievi-

erodonetsk, a major city in Lu-
hansk this month, after some of 
the heaviest fighting of the four-
month-old war that pounded 

whole districts into rubble. Oth-
er settlements now face similar 
bombardment.

“Private houses in attacked vil-
lages are burning down one by 
one,” Luhansk Governor Serhiy 
Gaidai said on Telegram, adding 
that shelling stopped Lysychansk 
residents from dousing fires.

Ukraine has appealed for more 
weapons from the West, saying 
its forces are heavily outgunned 
by the Russian military.

Troops on a break from the 
fighting and speaking in Kon-
styantynivka, a market town 
about 115 km (72 miles) west of 
Lysychansk, said they had man-
aged to keep the supply road to 
the embattled city open, for now, 
despite Russian bombardment.

“We still use the road because 
we have to, but it’s within artillery 
range of the Russians,” said one 
soldier, who usually lives in Kyiv 
but asked not to be named, as 
comrades relaxed nearby, munch-
ing on sandwiches or eating ice 
cream.

“The Russian tactic right now is 
to just shell any building we could 
locate ourselves at. When they’ve 
destroyed it, they move on to the 
next one,” the soldier said.

Russia has also struck cities 
well behind the frontline. A mis-
sile slammed into an apartment 
block near the southern port city 
of Odesa on Friday, which the 
authorities said killed at least 21 

people. A shopping mall was hit 
on Monday in the central city 
of Kremenchuk, leaving at least 
19 dead.

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskiy denounced the 
strikes in an address on Friday as 
“conscious, deliberately targeted 
Russian terror and not some sort 
of error or a coincidental missile 
strike”. Moscow has denied such 
charges.

Thousands of civilians have 
been killed and cities levelled 
since Russia invaded Ukraine on 
Feb. 24 in what Moscow calls a 
“special military operation” to 
root out nationalists. Ukraine and 
its Western allies say it is an un-
provoked war of aggression.

Despite being battered in the 
east, Ukrainian forces have made 
some advances elsewhere, includ-
ing forcing Russia to withdraw 
from Snake Island, a Black Sea 
outcrop about 140 km (85 miles) 
southeast of Odesa that Moscow 
captured at the start of the war.

Russia had used Snake Island 
to impose a blockade on Ukraine, 
one of the world’s biggest grain 
exporters and a major producer 
of seed for vegetable oils. The 
disruptions have helped fuel a 
surge in global grain and food  
prices.

Russia, also a big grain produc-
er, denies it has caused the food 
crisis, blaming Western sanctions 
for hurting its exports.
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Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

796,268 +457 9,211 +2 778,679 8,378

UAE 949,384 +1,796 2,317 929,516 17,551

Kuwait 644,451 2,555 637,295 4,601

Oman 390,244 4,260 384,669 1,315

Qatar 383,807 +515 679 378,092 5,036

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 89,507,083 1,043,281

2 India 43,488,519 525,168

3 Brazil 32,434,200 671,764

4 France 31,208,925 149,585

5 Germany 28,392,629 141,292

6 UK 22,741,065 180,417

7 Italy 18,695,954 168,484

8 Russia 18,436,679 381,216

9 S. Korea 18,379,552 24,562

10 Turkey 15,123,331 99,032

11 Spain 12,818,184 108,111

12 Vietnam 10,748,127 43,087

13 Argentina 9,367,172 129,070

14 Japan 9,352,645 31,297

G l o b a l  t a l l y

C O V I D - 1 9 :  C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u More than two 
dozen crew on an 
engineering vessel 

with 30 people on board were missing 
after it snapped in two in waters off 
Hong Kong as tropical storm Chaba 
passed through, authorities said. Three 
crew members were rescued, and search 
and rescue operations were continuing for 
others about 300 km (200 miles) southwest 

of the city, the Hong Kong Government Flying Service said. Some of the crew 
had abandoned the vessel and harsh weather conditions were hampering rescue 
efforts, they said. Chaba skirted the global financial hub, bringing heavy rain and 
wind, restricting public transport and forcing many businesses to close.

 u Visiting the 
Malaysian city where 
she was born, Australian 
Foreign Minister Penny Wong said her 
story showed that Australia was part of 
Asia, as new data showed more than half 
of Australians were born overseas or had 
an immigrant parent. Wong visited Kota 
Kinabalu, the capital of Sabah state, where 
she lived for eight years as a child before 
migrating to Australia, as part of an official 
visit to Malaysia. “One in two Australians are either born overseas or have parents 
who were born overseas so this is a very Australian experience,” she told media 
on her first visit to Malaysia since a Labor government won office last month.

 u Syria yesterday 
accused Israel of 
launching an “air 

aggression” from the Mediterranean west of 
Lebanon’s second city Tripoli, with several 
missiles targeting an area to the south of 
Tartus. This led to the injury of two civilians 
and some material damage, the Syrian ministry 
of defence said. The Israeli military declined to 
comment on the strike, which would be the first 
since Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid took office 

as the head of Israel’s interim government ahead of a Nov. 1 election.

 u The 
German city of 
Hamburg will 
ration hot water for private households 
and limit the maximum heating 
temperature in the event of an acute gas 
shortage, its environment senator said 
as Germany braces for possible outages 
of Russian gas imports. Germany moved 
last month to stage two of its three-tier 
emergency gas plan after Russia reduced 
deliveries via the Nord Stream 1 pipeline -- a step before the government rations 
fuel consumption. The government is appealing to citizens and companies to cut 
energy consumption and help the country fill its gas storage capacity by winter 
but cities are also considering measures if gas runs out.

Over two dozen crew missing 
as storm Chaba hits Hong Kong

Two injured in Israeli ‘aggression’ 
targeting Syria’s Tartus, Syria says

Australia part of Asia, minister 
says on visit to Malaysian birthplace

Hamburg senator warns of hot water 
rationing if gas shortage becomes acute

Biden predicts states will try to arrest 
women who travel for abortions
Reuters | Washington

President Joe Biden predict-
ed on Friday that some U.S. 

states will try to arrest women 
for crossing state lines to get 
abortions after the Supreme 
Court overturned the constitu-
tional right to the procedures 
nationwide.

Thirteen Republican-led 
states banned or severely re-
stricted the procedure under 
so-called “trigger laws” after 
the court struck down the land-
mark 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling 
last week. Women in those 
states seeking an abortion may 
have to travel to states where it 
remains legal.

Convening a virtual meeting 
on abortion rights with Demo-
cratic state governors on Friday, 
Biden said he thinks “people 
are gonna be shocked when 
the first state ... tries to arrest a 
woman for crossing a state line 
to get health services.”

He added: “And I don’t think 
people believe that’s gonna 
happen. But it’s gonna happen, 
and it’s gonna telegraph to the 
whole country that this is a gi-
gantic deal that goes beyond; I 
mean, it affects all your basic 
rights”.

Biden said the federal govern-
ment will act to protect women 
who need to cross state lines to 
get an abortion and ensure their 
access to medication in states 
where it’s banned.

New Mexico’s governor, Mi-
chelle Lujan Grisham, told the 

meeting her state “will not co-
operate” on any attempts to 
track down women who have 

had abortions to punish them. 
“We will not extradite,” she 
said.

Abortion rights groups have 
filed legislation in multiple 
states seeking to preserve the 
ability of women to terminate 
pregnancies.

Judges in Florida, Louisiana, 
Texas and Utah have since is-
sued decisions preventing those 
states from enforcing new re-
strictive abortion laws, while 
Ohio’s top court on Friday de-
clined to block the Republi-
can-led state from enforcing an 
abortion ban.  

New York Governor Kathy 
Hochul told the group that “just 
a handful of states” are going 
to have to take care of health of 
women across the country.

“There is such stress out 
there,” Hochul said. “It is a mat-
ter of life and death for Ameri-
can women,” she added.

US President Joe Biden participates in a virtual meeting with governors while 
discussing reproductive health care

US, Taliban talk earthquake aid, foreign reserves in Doha
AFP | Doha

Talks between the United 
States and the Taliban contin-

ued in Doha earlier this week to 
discuss earthquake aid, the State 
Department said Friday, months 
after the two parties last meet in 
the Qatari capital in March.

The Taliban is seeking a way to 
unlock some the country’s foreign 
reserves -- currently frozen by the 
United States -- following a dev-
astating earthquake last month, 
with the United States looking for 
assurances the money would go to 
help the population.

During the meetings Wednes-
day and Thursday, the United 
States reiterated an earlier pledge 
of $55 million in new assistance 
for earthquake relief, the State 
Department said in a statement 
Friday.

And “the two sides discussed in 
detail US actions to preserve $3.5 
billion in Afghan central bank 
reserves for the benefit of the Af-
ghan people,” the statement said, 
money which the White House 
said last week the US was “urgent-
ly” working to sort out.

Last week’s 5.9-magnitude 
earthquake in eastern Afghani-
stan, which killed more than 1,000 
people and left tens of thousands 
homeless, adds urgency to the 
funding debate.

“The United States expressed 
condolences for the loss of life and 
suffering in Afghanistan caused 
by recent earthquakes,” the State 
Department said of the meeting, 
which was led by Special Repre-
sentative for Afghanistan Thomas 
West.

The United States raised “con-

cerns regarding increased inter-
ference by the Taliban in the de-
livery of humanitarian assistance” 
and “concerns regarding transpar-
ency in delivery of services,” the 
statement said of the aid.

According to the State Depart-
ment, US representatives also 

pushed the Taliban authorities on 
women’s rights -- a sticking point 
which led Washington to can-
cel talks in Doha in March, when 
the group closed girls’ secondary 
schools in Afghanistan.

“The United States supports 
the Afghan people’s demands 
that girls be allowed to return to 
school and that women be allowed 
to work, contribute to the coun-
try’s economic growth, and move 
and express themselves freely,” 
the statement said.

The hardline Islamist Taliban 
took over in August 2021 after the 
United States gave up a 20-year 
military effort.

Washington at the time froze $7 
billion in reserves and the interna-
tional community halted billions 
in direct aid that Afghanistan and 
its population of roughly 40 mil-
lion people had relied on.

The currency has collapsed and 
the country descended into a se-
rious economic crisis, although 
some assistance has been restored.

A Taliban fighter guards aid at the camp site for the survivors of an earthquake in 
Gayan district in Paktika province, Afghanistan

Philippines President Ferdinand 
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr

Aftermath of a missile strike, amid Russia’s invasion on Ukraine, in Mykolaiv,

People are gonna be 
shocked when the first 
state ... tries to arrest 
a woman for crossing a 
state line to get health 

services. And I don’t 
think people believe 
that’s gonna happen. 

But it’s gonna happen, 
and it’s gonna telegraph 

to the whole country 
that this is a gigantic 

deal that goes beyond; I 
mean, it affects all your 

basic rights
JOE BIDEN

Indian landslide searches enters third day with 25 dead
Reuters | Guwahati

The search for survivors bur-
ied under a landslide in In-

dia’s northeast entered its third 
day yesterday with 25 bodies 
pulled from the rubble and 
nearly 40 people still missing.

Security forces and disaster 
relief teams raced against the 
clock to find any more survivors 
trapped under the debris at a 
railway construction camp in 
Manipur state.

Most of the victims were re-
serve soldiers from the Ter-
ritorial Army who had been 
working on the railway project.

Eighteen people have so far 
been pulled alive from the earth 
with no more rescued over-
night, an army statement said, 
while 12 reservists and 26 civil-
ians remain missing.

The situation at the scene of 
the landslide was “still serious” 
with rainfall and bad weather 
hampering rescue efforts, Ma-
nipur Chief Minister N. Biren 
Singh said.

India’s remote northeast has 
been pummelled by heavy rain-
fall in recent weeks, triggering 
landslides and floods.

Dozens were killed in the re-
gion after flooding last month, 
with relentless rains causing 

landslides and inundating 
homes.

Earlier this year, at least 10 
people, including a four-year-
old child, were killed in floods 
and landslides after unusually 
heavy rains hit several parts 
of India.

Experts say climate change 
is increasing the number of ex-
treme weather events around 
the world, with damming, de-
forestation and development 
projects in India exacerbating 
the human toll.

Soldiers wrap bodies of victims of a mudslide in Noney, northeastern Manipur 
state, India

18
people have so far been 

pulled alive from the earth 
with no more rescued 

overnight, an army 
statement said, while 12 

reservists and 26 civilians 
remain missing

Russia is seeking to 
drive Ukrainian forces 

out of Luhansk and 
Donetsk provinces 

in the industrialised 
eastern Donbas region 
where Moscow-backed 
separatists have been 

fighting Kyiv since 
Russia’s first mili-

tary intervention in 
Ukraine in 2014
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Paris-Charles de Gaulle airport employees gather outside the Terminal 2E as 
they take part in a protest

Last week’s 5.9-mag-
nitude earthquake in 
eastern Afghanistan, 

which killed more 
than 1,000 people and 
left tens of thousands 

homeless, adds urgency 
to the funding debate
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