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News in brief

Over two dozen crew missing & Moreantwe

as storm Chaba hits Hong Kong  engineering vessel

| a Ul i with 30 people on board were missing

after it snapped in two in waters off

Hong Kong as tropical storm Chaba

passed through, authorities said. Three

crew members were rescued, and search

;‘ and rescue operations were continuing for
others about 300 km (200 miles) southwest

of the city, the Hong Kong Government Flying Service said. Some of the crew

had abandoned the vessel and harsh weather conditions were hampering rescue

efforts, they said. Chaba skirted the global financial hub, bringing heavy rain and

wind, restricting public transport and forcing many businesses to close.

® Visiting the Australia part of Asia, minister

Malaysian city where o0 5 3
she was born, Australian SAYS ON Visit to Malaysian birthplace

Foreign Minister Penny Wong said her
story showed that Australia was part of
Asia, as new data showed more than half
of Australians were born overseas or had
an immigrant parent. Wong visited Kota
Kinabalu, the capital of Sabah state, where
she lived for eight years as a child before
migrating to Australia, as part of an official
visit to Malaysia. “One in two Australians are either born overseas or have parents
who were born overseas so this is a very Australian experience,” she told media
on her first visit to Malaysia since a Labor government won office last month.

Two injured in Israeli ‘aggressio’ ~ ¢ Syriayesterday

: () : accused Israel of
targeting Syria’s Tartus, Syria says launching an “air

aggression” from the Mediterranean west of
Lebanon’s second city Tripoli, with several
missiles targeting an area to the south of
Tartus. This led to the injury of two civilians
and some material damage, the Syrian ministry
M of defence said. The Israeli military declined to
3 comment on the strike, which would be the first

i " since Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid took office

as the head of Israel’s interim government ahead of a Nov. 1 election.

G:rm;:iiw of Hamburg senator warns of hot water
Hamburg will rationing if gas shortage becomes acute

ration hot water for private households 41
and limit the maximum heating
temperature in the event of an acute gas
shortage, its environment senator said
as Germany braces for possible outages
of Russian gas imports. Germany moved
last month to stage two of its three-tier
emergency gas plan after Russia reduced
deliveries via the Nord Stream 1 pipeline -- a step before the government rations
fuel consumption. The government is appealing to citizens and companies to cut
energy consumption and help the country fill its gas storage capacity by winter
but cities are also considering measures if gas runs out.

Country Total cases  Total
deaths
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Ohio police officers shot fleeing Black
man dozens of times, lawyer says

Reuters

Police killed Jayland Walk-
er, a Black man in Ohio, by
shooting him dozens of times
as he ran from officers, a law-
yer for his family said, citing a
review of police video footage
due to be made public today.

In comments published yes-
terday by the Akron Beacon
Journal, attorney Bobby DiCel-
lo described the video as “bru-
tal,” and said Walker’s relatives
worried protests this weekend
could turn violent.

The shooting was the latest in
a string of killings of Black men
by police in the United States
that critics say are unjustified,
including the 2020 murder of
George Floyd in Minneapolis
which ignited global protests
against police brutality.

“We’re all bracing for the
community’s response and the
one message that we have is the
family does not need any more
violence,” DiCello said.

Philippines President Ferdinand
“Bongbong” Marcos Jr

Akron police have said Walk-
er fired a gun at officers who
were pursuing him. They plan
to release their body camera
footage following a news con-
ference on Sunday, hours before
a protest march is scheduled.

Officials have said the inci-
dent began when officers tried
to stop Walker for a traffic vi-
olation while he was driving
early Monday morning. Walker

fled, according to the Akron
Police Department, which said
officers reported a gun being
fired from the suspect vehicle.

After several minutes Walk-
er exited his vehicle and ran,
while officers chased him on
foot and fired at him, saying
he presented a “deadly threat,”
the police department said in a
statement on Tuesday.

Walker, 25, was pronounced
dead in the parking lot where
he fell.

DiCello said his team has not
seen any evidence Walker fired
agun and that police body cam-
era footage showed him run-
ning with his back to officers
when they fired.

“He is just in a down sprint
when he is dropped by I think
the count is more than 90
shots,” DiCello told the Akron
Beacon Journal. “Now how
many of those land, according
to our investigation right now,
we’re getting details that sug-
gest 60 to 80 wounds.”

Striking Paris airport workers call new walkout on July 8-10

Reuters | Paris

S triking Paris airport workers
said yesterday they would
stage another walkout at the
French capital’s main interna-
tional hub from July 8-10 to
press their pay demands, sig-
nalling further disruption for
early summer travellers.

Ground staff at Rois-
sy-Charles de Gaulle airport
have staged a series of strikes to
demand a wage hike to cushion
the pain of inflation, embold-
ened by booming demand for
air travel and staff shortages
caused in part by the COVID-19
pandemic.

The current walkout, which
began on Thursday, is due to
continue until Sunday, though
France’s civil aviation author-
ity said less disruption was ex-

Paris-Charles de Gaulle airport employees gather outside the Terminal 2E as
they take part in a protest

pected.

Airport operator ADP had
offered staff a 4% pay rise if
they agreed to end the strike
on Friday, but workers rejected
the offer, a union representative
told Reuters.

“A majority of workers think
the offer is not good enough,”

said Daniel Bertone, who rep-
resents the CGT union. “They
don’t trust management and
they don’t accept the ‘it’s this
or nothing’ blackmail.”

“We notified the manage-
ment of a new strike plan from
the 8th until the 10th of July,”
Bertone added.

Indian landslide searches enters third day with 25 dead

Reuters | Guwahati

he search for survivors bur-
ied under a landslide in In-
dia’s northeast entered its third
day yesterday with 25 bodies
pulled from the rubble and
nearly 40 people still missing.
Security forces and disaster
relief teams raced against the

clock to find any more survivors |

trapped under the debris at a
railway construction camp in
Manipur state.

Most of the victims were re-
serve soldiers from the Ter-
ritorial Army who had been
working on the railway project.

Eighteen people have so far
been pulled alive from the earth
with no more rescued over-
night, an army statement said,
while 12 reservists and 26 civil-
ians remain missing.

The situation at the scene of
the landslide was “still serious”
with rainfall and bad weather
hampering rescue efforts, Ma-
nipur Chief Minister N. Biren
Singh said.

India’s remote northeast has
been pummelled by heavy rain-
fall in recent weeks, triggering
landslides and floods.

Dozens were killed in the re-

state, India

18

people have so far been
pulled alive from the earth
with no more rescued
overnight, an army
statement said, while 12
reservists and 26 civilians
remain missing

gion after flooding last month,
with relentless rains causing

Soldiers wrap bodies of victims of a mudslide in Noney, northeastern Manipur

landslides and inundating
homes.

Earlier this year, at least 10
people, including a four-year-
old child, were killed in floods
and landslides after unusually
heavy rains hit several parts
of India.

Experts say climate change
is increasing the number of ex-
treme weather events around
the world, with damming, de-
forestation and development
projects in India exacerbating
the human toll.

Blast:

The mayor of Ukrainic

Russia grinds out
gains in the east

Reuters | Washington

lasts shook Ukraine’s
B southern city of Mykolaiv

yesterday as Russia’s ar-
tillery helped grind out gains in
the east, after a week when the
civilian death toll from Russian
missile strikes climbed in urban
centres well behind the frontline.

“There are powerful explosions
in the city! Stay in shelters!” Ol-
eksandr Senkevych, mayor of the
Mykolaiv region which borders
the vital Black Sea port of Odesa,
wrote on the Telegram messaging
app as air raid sirens sounded.

The cause of the blasts was not
immediately clear, although Rus-
sialater said it had hit army com-
mand posts in the area. Reuters
could not independently verify
the reports.

Kyiv says Moscow has intensi-
fied missile attacks on cities far
from the main battlefields in the
country’s east and that it deliber-
ately hit civilian sites. Ukrainian
troops on the eastern frontlines
meanwhile describe intense ar-
tillery barrages that have pum-
melled residential areas.

Russia says it has targeted mil-
itary sites and denies aiming at
civilians. Kremlin spokesperson

US, Taliban talk eai

AFP | Doha

alks between the United

States and the Taliban contin-
ued in Doha earlier this week to
discuss earthquake aid, the State
Department said Friday, months
after the two parties last meet in
the Qatari capital in March.

The Taliban is seeking a way to
unlock some the country’s foreign
reserves -- currently frozen by the
United States -- following a dev-
astating earthquake last month,
with the United States looking for
assurances the money would go to
help the population.

During the meetings Wednes-
day and Thursday, the United
States reiterated an earlier pledge
of $55 million in new assistance
for earthquake relief, the State
Department said in a statement
Friday.

And “the two sides discussed in
detail US actions to preserve $3.5
billion in Afghan central bank
reserves for the benefit of the Af-
ghan people,” the statement said,
money which the White House
said last week the US was “urgent-
ly” working to sort out.

Last week’s 5.9-magnitude
earthquake in eastern Afghani-
stan, which killed more than 1,000
people and left tens of thousands
homeless, adds urgency to the
funding debate.

“The United States expressed
condolences for the loss of life and
suffering in Afghanistan caused
by recent earthquakes,” the State
Department said of the meeting,
which was led by Special Repre-
sentative for Afghanistan Thomas
West.

The United States raised “con-



