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Dutch West India Company 
receives charter for the West 
Indies (the Americas, Caribbean 
and West Africa)

A mob of 60 from the Los Angeles Na-
val Reserve Armory beats up every-

one perceived to be Hispanic, starting 
the week-long Zoot Suit Riots

Ixtoc I rig in the Gulf of Mexico 
blows out, spilling 3 million bar-
rels of oil in one of the worst oil 
spills in history

Start of the Tiananmen Square 
crackdown as Chinese troops 

open fire on pro-democracy 
supporters in Beijing
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I’d like to express my 
deep appreciation to 

@cindymccain for her 
dedicated service as she 
steps down from her 
role as @WFPChief. I’m 
grateful for her steadfast 
commitment to the fight 
against global hunger & 
malnutrition, and I wish 
her all the very best in 
the future.

@antonioguterres

Ending #DRC’s Ebola 
outbreak will require 

sustained and close col-
laboration and coordina-
tion among all health and 
humanitarian partners to 
help the government and 
community overcome the 
health emergency.

@DrTedros

More than 500 per-
sonnel of the State 

E m e rg e n c y  S e r v i c e 
have been involved in 
dealing with the after-
math of Russia’s over-
night attack on our cit-
ies and communities. 
The main strike was 
on Kyiv, where dozens 
of residential buildings 
and other purely civil-
ian infrastructure were 
damaged again. Tragi-
cally, four people have 
been reported killed. My 
condolences to all their 
families and loved ones. 
At this moment, 38 peo-
ple are in hospitals in the 
capital, and all of them 
are receiving the neces-
sary care.

@ZelenskyyUa

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Israel-Lebanon talks 
begin in Washington

• Lebanon’s health 
ministry said on Tuesday 
that Israeli attacks had 
killed at least 3,468 
people since March 
2 -- an increase of 35 
compared to Monday.

• At least 26 Israeli 
soldiers and one 
civilian contractor 
have been killed over 
the same time frame.

AFP | Washington, United States

The ambassadors of Israel 
and Lebanon began a new 
round of direct talks in 

Washington yesterday after US 
President Donald Trump said he 
had received commitments from 
both sides to de-escalate.

The fourth meeting between 
representatives of the two coun-
tries, which do not have diplo-
matic relations, is taking place 
at the State Department and is 

scheduled to last two days.
Participants include Israel’s 

ambassador to the United States 
Yechiel Leiter and Lebanese en-
voy Nada Hamadeh Moawad, 
as well as Daniel Holler, a sen-
ior advisor to Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio.

None of the officials made any 
statements.

The talks come as Hezbollah 

and Israel continue to exchange 
fire, despite Trump announcing 
an agreement Monday to halt 
attacks.

Israel on Tuesday said it would 
continue targeting Hezbollah’s 
bastions in Beirut’s suburbs if 
the Iran-backed group continues 
to attack northern Israeli towns.

Recent days have seen a dra-
matic escalation in fighting 

and bombardment as Israeli 
troops stage their deepest in-
cursion into Lebanon in two  
decades.

Lebanon’s health ministry 
said Tuesday that Israeli strikes 
a day earlier near a hospital in 
the southern city of Tyre killed 
four people and wounded 127 
others, including 39 staff from 
the facility.

US Ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee, State Department Chief of Staff Daniel Holler, Deputy National Security Advisor 
Mike Needham, and US Ambassador to Lebanon Michel Issa attend a meeting with Israeli and Lebanese delegations at the 
State Department in Washington, DC

UN warns world to prepare 
for El Nino extreme weather

• The WMO says 
that even a moderate 
El Nino makes some 
weather and climate 
extremes more likely.

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

There is an 80-percent 
chance of the warming 
El Nino phenomenon 

developing between June and 
August, increasing the risk of 
extreme weather events, the 
World Meteorological Organi-
zation said Tuesday.

"Fuelled by unusually warm 
ocean waters in the tropical 
Pacific, El Nino conditions are 
developing and are set to influ-
ence global temperature and 
rainfall patterns," the United 
Nations' WMO weather and cli-
mate agency said.

Forecasts from the WMO 
global network "indicate a 
pronounced shift toward El 
Nino conditions, with prob-
abilities reaching 80 percent 
for June-August", the Gene-
va-based organisation said.

El Nino is a natural climate 
phenomenon that warms sur-

face temperatures in the central 
and eastern equatorial Pacif-
ic Ocean, bringing worldwide 
changes in winds, pressure and 
rainfall patterns.

It typically takes place every 
two to seven years and lasts 
around nine to 12 months.

Conditions oscillate between 
El Nino and its opposite La 
Nina, with neutral conditions 
in between.

The likelihood of El Nino de-
veloping by November is "near 
or above 90 percent", and most 
forecast models suggest it will 
be "at least moderate -- and pos-
sibly strong", the WMO said in 
its quarterly El Nino/La Nina 
update.

WMO chief Celeste Saulo said 
the world needed to get ready 
for an El Nino which could 
"exacerbate drought and heavy 
rainfall and increase the risk of 
heatwaves both on land and in 
the ocean".

The WMO says that even a 
moderate El Nino makes some 
weather and climate extremes 
more likely. The last El Nino 
contributed to making 2023 the 
second-hottest year on record 
and 2024 the all-time high at 
around 1.55C above the 1850-
1900 pre-industrial average.

India-Oman CEPA comes into force 
Trade between two countries expected to rise

ANI | New Delhi

The India-Oman Compre-
hensive Economic Partner-

ship Agreement (CEPA) comes 
into force from today, marking 
a significant milestone in bi-
lateral economic relations and 
providing Indian exporters 
with duty-free access across 
98.08 per cent of Oman’s tariff 
lines, covering 99.38 per cent of 
India’s export value.

The trade pact is expected 
to boost merchandise exports 
from India by improving market 
access for key sectors including 
engineering goods, pharma-
ceuticals, agriculture and pro-
cessed food products, marine 
products, textiles, chemicals, 
electronics, plastics, gems and 
jewellery.

Under the agreement, several 
Indian products will enjoy im-
mediate duty-free access to the 
Omani market. These include 
natural honey, cashew, boneless 
meat, bakery products, choc-
olate and sugar confectionery, 
mineral water, cheese, curd, 
milk, cream, frozen fish and 
butter.

The CEPA is also expected 
to benefit India’s exports of 
animal and vegetable fats and 
oils, which currently attract im-
port duties ranging between 5 
and 100 per cent in Oman. The 
agreement will further con-
solidate India’s position in the 
Omani market, including in sec-
tors such as egg exports, where 
duty-free access will strengthen 
competitiveness.

Beyond trade in goods, the 
agreement contains substantial 
commitments in services and 
mobility. It provides enhanced 
mobility provisions for Indian 
professionals, including tem-
porary stay commitments for 
intra-corporate transferees, 
contractual service suppliers, 
business visitors and independ-
ent professionals.

The pact also liberalises entry 
and stay norms for profession-
als in sectors such as account-
ancy, taxation, architecture 
and healthcare. In a major in-
vestment-related commitment, 
Oman has agreed to provide 
100 per cent foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) access for In-
dian companies in key services 
sectors.

According to the provisions 
of the agreement, Oman has 
also made its first-ever commit-
ment on traditional medicine in 
any trade pact. The deal further 
provides for faster marketing 
authorisations for pharmaceu-
tical products already approved 
by major international regula-
tors such as the US Food and 
Drug Administration (USFDA), 
the European Medicines Agen-
cy (EMA) and the UK Medicines 
and Healthcare Products Regu-
latory Agency (MHRA).

The CEPA is expected to gen-
erate gains for consumers and 
businesses in both countries. 
India has agreed to provide du-
ty-free access for up to 2,000 
tonnes of Omani dates annually, 
while concessions have also 

been extended to products such 
as Gum Arabic, used in food 
and medicines, frankincense 
used in the perfume industry, 
petrochemicals and marble  
blocks.

India and Oman have wit-
nessed steady growth in bilat-
eral trade over recent years. 
India imported USD 7.2 billion 
worth of goods from Oman in 
fiscal 2026, dominated by crude 
oil (USD 1.6 billion), liquefied 
natural gas (USD 1.2 billion), and 
fertilizers (USD 843 million).

The implementation of the 
CEPA is expected to further 
deepen economic engagement, 
enhance supply chain integra-
tion and create new opportu-
nities for trade, investment and 
services cooperation between 

the two countries.
Nearly 7 lakh Indian nation-

als reside in Oman, including 
Indian merchant families with 
a presence of over 200–300 
years, with annual remittances 
of around $2 billion. Over 6,000 
Indian establishments operate 
across sectors in the West Asian 
country. The agreement is part 
of India’s strategy to sign trade 
agreements with developed 
economies that don’t compete 
with its labour-intensive inter-
ests as well as provide opportu-
nities for businesses.

With India’s export share in 
Oman’s global imports basket at 
5.31% out of the latter’s global 
services imports of $12.52 bil-
lion, India’s Commerce Min-
istry has projected significant 
untapped potential for Indian 
service providers in sectors 
like Computer Related Servic-
es, Business and Professional 
Services, Audio-visual Services, 
Research and Development, 
Education and Health Servic-
es to promote high-value job 
creation and support commer-
cial engagement between both 
countries.

For the first time, Oman has 
offered wide-ranging commit-
ments like an increase in quota 
for Intra-Corporate Transfer-
ees from 20% to 50%, with a 
longer permitted duration of 
stay for Contractual Service 
Suppliers extended from the 
existing 90 days to two years, 
and the possibility of a further 
two-year extension.

WHO reports 
sharp drop 
in suspected 
Ebola cases 
from 906 to 
116
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The WHO yesterday dra-
matically scaled back 

the number of suspect-
ed Ebola cases in central 
Africa to 116, down from 
more than 900 previous-
ly, with 330 cases now  
confirmed.

As of May 31, the World 
Health Organization said 
116 suspected cases of the 
deadly virus had been 
registered in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo 
-- down from 906 late last  
week.

Some 321 cases have now 
been confirmed in the DR 
Congo, including 48 deaths, 
while nine confirmed cas-
es have been registered in 
neighbouring Uganda, in-
cluding one fatality.

While some suspected 
cases have been confirmed, 
many more “have been 
cleared out” from the data 
after having been shown to 
have other diseases with 
similar early symptoms or 
an unlinked fever, said WHO 
spokesman Christian Lind-
meier.

Despite explosion Blue Origin CEO 
says rocket to fly before year-end
AFP | Washington, United 
States

The CEO of Blue Origin 
vowed its New Glenn 

rocket “will fly again before 
the end of this year” after a 
recent ground test ended in a 
massive fireball that damaged 
the launch platform.

That ambitious promise 
from CEO David Limp, an-
nounced in a post late Monday 
on X, follows last week’s colos-
sal explosion at Cape Canaver-
al, Florida.

It was a major setback for 
Blue Origin, the company 
founded by billionaire Jeff Be-
zos, but also NASA, which was 
counting on the firm to col-
laborate on upcoming Moon 
missions.

NASA administrator Jared 
Isaacman meanwhile told 
CNBC that it would “take some 
serious time to repair” the 
launch pad.

He later said on X that 2028, 
when New Glenn is slated to 
carry out lunar rover deliv-
eries, “should be well within 
what is possible for pad re-
covery.”

Blue Origin’s setback came 
at a crucial moment for the 
company, which is seeking to 
rival Elon Musk’s SpaceX.

The Bezos company’s New 

Glenn rocket is meant to par-
ticipate in NASA’s Artemis lu-
nar program, delivering both 
landers and cargo.

SpaceX has seen its own 
challenges in recent months, 
and Blue Origin had emerged 
as a promising alternative for 
NASA.

But New Glenn is key. With 
its explosion coming shortly 
after a malfunction that caused 
a recent satellite mission 
failure, the anomalies could 
disrupt NASA’s tight mission 
schedule.

NASA is aiming to test an 
in-orbit rendezvous between 
a spacecraft and one or two 
lunar landers in 2027 as part 
of Artemis III, and carry out a 
crewed lunar landing before 
the end of 2028, before the 
end of US President Donald 
Trump’s time in office.

Hong Kong arrests parents 
who refused DNA test for baby
AFP | Hong Kong, China

Hong Kong authorities 
have arrested a couple on 

suspicion of child neglect after 
they refused to provide DNA 
test results for a baby boy they 
said had been born at home, 
the city's security chief said 
on Tuesday.

The unmarried couple said 
the child had been born two 
months ago but had not yet re-
ceived a birth certificate, local 
media reported.

They had previously said 
they refused to provide DNA 
test results for birth registra-
tion, citing privacy and reli-
gion as reasons.

On Tuesday Secretary for 
Security Chris Tang denied it 
was a privacy issue and called 
on the couple to provide evi-
dence that they are the boy's 
biological parents.

"At this point, the mother 
has not been able to provide 
any records of her prenatal 
checkups or any medical con-
sultations," he told reporters.

She had also refused to pro-
vide photos taken while she 
was pregnant, he added.

"With the baby's welfare as 
a starting point, we will first 
send the baby to the hospital 
for a medical exam," Tang said.

The couple have also said 
that Swedish authorities have 
taken custody of their older 
daughter during an illegal stay 
in Sweden in 2023.

Their Facebook page cam-
paigning for her return drew 
attention to the current Hong 
Kong case.

Newborns must be regis-
tered within 42 days after birth 
under Hong Kong law.

Anyone found guilty of child 
neglect faces up to 10 years in 
prison.

CEO David Limp

UK sets target to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions by 87% by 2040
AFP | London, United Kingdom

The UK government yes-
terday set a legal target of 

cutting greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 87 percent by 2040, an 
additional intermediate goal.

The country has already 
fixed an objective of reduc-
ing emissions by 68 percent by 
2030 and at least 81 percent by 
2035, compared to 1990 levels, 
and is aiming to be carbon neu-
tral by the middle of the centu-
ry. The announcement comes 

as Energy Security and Net 
Zero Minister Ed Miliband 
said the UK faced “the second 
fossil fuel shock of the dec-
ade”, a reference to Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine in 2022 
followed in February by the 
United States war with Iran.

The government would set 
out its plan for implement-
ing the objective in coming 
months, in line with the Paris 
Agreement aim to keep global 
warming to 1.5C, a ministry 
statement added.

Israel, Hezbollah trade blows despite Trump declaring deal

Rubio says Mojtaba Khamenei 
alive and ‘increasingly engaging’
AFP | Washington, United States

US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said yesterday that 

Iran’s supreme leader Mojtaba 
Khamenei, who was wounded 
in US-Israeli attacks and has not 
been seen in public since assum-
ing office, is alive and increasing-
ly active.

“I think there are indications 
out there that he is increasingly 
engaging at some level,” Rubio 
told the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee.

Mojtaba Khamenei, 56, suc-
ceeded his father Ali Khame-
nei, who was killed in the first 
wave of US-Israeli strikes that 
launched the war on February 
28.

Rubio was testifying in front 
of the Senate panel as talks on 
ending the three-month-old war 
that has engulfed the Middle 
East and triggered a global en-
ergy crisis have stalled.

Rubio expressed hope for a 
deal with Iran, while insisting 

that Tehran must severely limit 
its nuclear program in order to 
see sanctions lifted.

“There is the prospect before 
us, which could happen today, it 
could happen tomorrow, it could 
happen next week,” Rubio said.

Rubio said that Tehran must 
agree to reopen the Strait of Hor-
muz, a key shipping channel for 
Gulf oil and gas.

“They have to announce very 
clearly ‘The straits are now open, 
we’re not charging a toll’.”  We 
will help remove the mines that 
they put in there, and they will 
not fire on ships.”

Additionally, he said: “They 
have to agree on negotiating se-
vere and long-term limitations 
and/or cancellation of enrich-
ment activity.”

Rubio continued: “Iran is be-
ing sanctioned because they’ve 
highly enriched uranium, Iran 
is being sanctioned because of 
their nuclear activities, if they 
agree to give up those things, 
there will be sanctions relief.”
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STRAIT OF HORMUZ
Iran claims area of control
extending to Emirati waters
Map data: OSM, Jaxa, Gebco, NASA
Source: map of Persian Gulf Strait Authority (PGSA)
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Trump signs AI order giving government access to powerful models
Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
signed an executive order 

Tuesday creating a voluntary 
framework under which AI de-
velopers could share advanced 
models with the government 
before public release.

The central provision allows 

companies such as OpenAI, 
Google or Anthropic to give the 
government access to their most 
powerful models for up to 30 
days before planned release.

The order was triggered 
by concerns over Anthropic’s 
Mythos model, which the AI 
startup has refused to release 
publicly due to its ability to ex-

pose vulnera-
bilities in com-
puter systems 
-- including 
t h o s e  o f 
banks, gov-
e r n m e n t s 
and hospi-
tals.

The order was triggered by concerns over 
Anthropic’s Mythos model, which the AI startup 

has refused to release publicly.


