
Th r e e  c o n v i c t e d 
criminals  broke 
out of a Kuwaiti 
prison using a re-

markably improvised method: 
crawling through air condi-
tioning vents, scaling a desert-
ed watchtower, and rappelling 
down the outer walls using a 
rope fashioned from hoses and 
clothing.

The escapees were identi-
fied as Kuwaiti nationals Ali 
Manahi Al Subaie and Has-
san Salem Al Rashidi—both on 

death row for separate mur-
der convictions—and Ahmed 
Mohammed Qatea, a third in-
mate of undisclosed national-
ity serving a life sentence for 
drug offences.

Dramatic footage circulating 
online captured the three men 
speeding through the desert in 
a red pick-up truck, pursued 
by police vehicles in the Bar 
Al Liyah area of northwestern 
Kuwait.

Special security forces and 
the police air wing tracked and 
arrested all three within 24 
hours. Security forces seized 
two firearms found in their 
possession.

The Ministry of Interior is-
sued a firm statement: “The 
security of society is a red line 
— justice will reach anyone 
who attempts to evade legal 
accountability or assist wanted 
individuals.”

Foreign ministers from 
eight Muslim and Arab 
nations — the UAE, Jor-

dan, Turkey, Egypt, Indonesia, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, and Qa-
tar — have jointly condemned 
Israeli settler incursions into 
Al-Aqsa Mosque/Al-Haram 
Al-Sharif, carried out under the 
protection of Israeli forces. The 
raising of the Israeli flag inside 
the mosque’s courtyards drew 
particular outrage.

“Violation of Internation-
al Law”

The ministers described the 
actions as provocative and unac-
ceptable, stating they constitute 
a clear breach of international 

law, United Nations resolu-
tions, and the long-established 
historical and legal status quo 
at Jerusalem’s holy sites. They 
further condemned what they 
called Israel’s systematic ef-
forts to alter the historical, le-
gal, and demographic character 
of occupied East Jerusalem — 
targeting both its Islamic and 
Christian sacred sites.

Who Has the Right to 
Al-Aqsa?

The ministers were unam-
biguous: the entire 144-dunam 
compound of Al-Aqsa Mosque/
Al-Haram Al-Sharif is a place 
of worship exclusively for Mus-
lims. They affirmed that the 
Jerusalem Endowments and 
Al-Aqsa Mosque Affairs Depart-

ment—under Jordan’s Ministry 
of Awqaf—holds sole legal au-
thority to administer and regu-
late access to the site, reaffirm-
ing Jordan’s historic Hashemite 
custodianship.

The eight nations held Israel 
directly responsible for halting 
these escalatory actions, warn-
ing that continued violations 
fuel instability, deepen extrem-
ism, and sabotage international 
peace efforts. They called for an 

immediate and complete halt to 
all illegal Israeli practices at the 
holy site.

The ministers reaffirmed their 
unconditional support for Pal-
estinian self-determination and 
the establishment of an inde-
pendent Palestinian state along 
the 1967 borders, with East Je-
rusalem as its capital — consist-
ent with international law, UN 
resolutions, and the Arab Peace 
Initiative.
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• Three death-row 
inmates who staged a 
daring midnight prison 
break were recaptured 
within 24 hours after a 
high-speed desert chase.  
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Royal Address Highlights Unity

Her Royal Highness 
P r i n c e s s  S a b e e -
ka bint Ibrahim Al 

Khalifa, Consort of His Maj-
esty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa and President of the 
Supreme Council for Women 
(SCW), has praised His Majes-
ty’s address delivered during 
the weekly Cabinet meeting at 
Al Sakhir Palace.

HRH Princess Sabeeka said 
the speech outlined the direc-
tion of Bahrain’s next phase of 
development and reflected His 
Majesty’s vision of strengthen-

ing national unity while 
protecting the Kingdom’s 
achievements and contin-
ued prosperity.

She commended the 
King’s recognition of the 
strong sense of unity and 
loyalty shown by Bahraini 
families and citizens, de-
scribing it as a reflection 
of the close bond between 
the leadership and the 
people in confronting 
challenges.

Her Royal Highness also 
stressed the important 
role Bahraini women con-
tinue to play in the King-

dom’s national development 
process under the leadership of 
His Majesty the King. She said 
women remain key partners in 
progress and in instilling val-
ues of loyalty and national be-
longing in future generations.

HRH Princess Sabeeka reaf-
firmed loyalty to His Majesty 
King Hamad, adding that the 
Supreme Council for Women, 
its affiliates and Bahraini wom-
en would continue working 
with dedication to safeguard 
Bahrain’s achievements and 
ensure the Kingdom remains 
a symbol of security, peace and 
prosperity.

 Kuwait’s Great Escape Ends in Capture

Hands Off Al-Aqsa
Eight countries deliver a sharp warning 

to Israel over holy site violations

Bahrain’s Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs has 

urged citizens to exercise 
caution and consider post-
poning travel to Uganda and 
the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo amid concerns 
over the spread of Ebola vi-
rus disease.

The statement issued by 
the ministry said the adviso-
ry comes as health author-
ities report the continued 
presence of Ebola virus dis-
ease in parts of the region.

Officials emphasized the 
importance of taking pre-
ventive measures, follow-
ing health guidance, and 
closely monitoring updates 
from relevant international 
health organisations before 
planning any travel.

Health Warning 
Over Ebola 
Spread

Bahrain Suspends 
Citizens’ Travel to 
Iran and Iraq

The Ministry of In-
terior announced a 

temporary ban on citizens 
travelling to Iran and Iraq, 
citing ongoing regional se-
curity tensions.

In a statement, the min-
istry said the decision was 
taken “in light of the con-
tinuing security situation” 
linked to the repercussions 
of the “Iranian aggression”.

The ministry said the 
measure was introduced to 
safeguard national securi-
ty and ensure the safety of 
Bahraini citizens.

The travel suspension re-
mains in effect until further 
notice.

H.E. Dr. Ramzan bin 
Abdulla Al Noaimi,Min-
ister of Information, pre-
sided over a ceremony 
recognising staff  from 
Bahrain Sports Channel 
and the analytical studio 
team behind football cov-
erage.

The event, held in Ma-
nama, was attended by 
Shaikh Khalifa bin Ali Al 
Khalifa, Deputy President 
of the Bahrain Football 
Association,  and cele-
brated contributors from 
the past football season 
— including sponsors and 
partners.

The Minister credited 
Bahrain’s growing sports 
m e d i a  s u c c e s s  t o  t h e 
backing of His Majesty 
King Hamad and the di-
rectives of HRH Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa,  Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister.

H . E .  D r .  R a m z a n 
praised the studio team’s 
professionalism, saying 
their work reflects the 
rising standard of sports 
broadcasting in the King-
dom.

He also  highl ighted 
Bahrain Sports Channel’s 
vital role in covering local 
competitions and show-
casing national sporting 
achievements across all 
platforms.

Voices Behind  
the Game

Global 
Economic Talks

Minister of Finance 
and National Econo-

my, H.E. Shaikh Salman bin 
Khalifa Al Khalifa, attended a 
high-level working breakfast 
hosted by French President 
Emmanuel Macron at the 
Élysée Palace, alongside sen-
ior officials and dignitaries 
from around the world.

Discussions centred on 
the latest global economic 
developments, shifting inter-
national market trends, and 
investment growth opportu-
nities supporting sustainable 
development.

The Minister reaffirmed 
Bahrain’s dedication to 
strengthening bilateral 
partnerships and economic 
c o o p e ra t i o n  t o  d r i ve 
inclusive growth and shared 
prosperity.



Foreign Minister, Dr. 
Abdullatif bin Rashid 
Al Zayani, visited the 

Embassy of Yemen in Bahrain 
to offer condolences following 
the death of former Yemeni 
President Field Marshal Abd 
Rabbuh Mansur Hadi.

During the visit, Al Zayani 
conveyed the condolences and 
sympathy of Bahrain’s govern-
ment to the people and lead-
ership of Yemen. He met with 
Ahmed Mohammed Al Juffi, 
Deputy Ambassador of Yemen 

to Bahrain, at the embassy in 
Manama.

The foreign minister paid 
tribute to Hadi’s contributions 
and service to Yemen, recall-
ing his role during a critical 
period in the country’s his-
tory. He also praised the late 
president’s dedication to his 
national responsibilities and 
his efforts in leading Yemen 
through challenging times.

Minister Al Zayani said Hadi 
left a legacy of sincere service 
to Yemen, prayed for mercy 
upon his soul, and extended 
condolences to his family and 
the Yemeni people.

Bahrain received 16.04 
million non-Bahraini 
arrivals in 2025, its 

highest yearly total in nine 
years, as travel into the kingdom 
rose for a third year running 
after the pandemic slump.

Figures published by Nation-
ality, Passports and Residence 
Affairs at the Ministry of In-
terior on Bahrain’s Open Data 
Portal show arrivals climbed 
from 15.71 million in 2024, up 
by 334,000 travellers, or 2.1 pc.

The total was also 1.92 million 
higher than in 2023, when 14.13 
million arrivals were recorded. 
Compared with 2022, the num-
ber has risen by 4.66 million, or 
about 41 pc, from 11.38 million.

The rise was led mainly by 
visitors from the Gulf. GCC ar-
rivals reached about 11.2 million 
in 2025, compared with 10.8 

million in 2024 and 9.6 million 
in 2023.

Saudi Arabia made up the 
largest share by far, with more 
than 10.4 million arrivals. Ku-
wait came next with about 
425,000, followed by Qatar with 
151,000, the UAE with 114,000 
and Oman with around 70,000.

The second quarter gave the 
main lift to the yearly rise. Ar-
rivals during the period reached 

about 4.13 million, compared 
with 3.93 million in the same 
quarter of 2024, an increase of 
more than 201,000, or 5.1 pc.

January was the busiest 
month of the year, with 1.54 
million arrivals. May followed 
with 1.45 million, August with 
1.44 million and November with 
1.42 million.

Bahrain recorded year-on-year 
growth in seven months out of 12 

in 2025. April posted the biggest 
monthly rise by rate, with arriv-
als up 12.1 pc, or about 146,000 
travellers, compared with April 
2024.

May rose by 7.9 pc, January 
by 6.6 pc, October by 6.3 pc and 
August by 5.8 pc. The GCC figures 
show the scale of the rebound. 
Gulf arrivals stood at more than 
5.8 million in 2010 and rose to 
about 9.5 million in 2018, before 
easing to 8.4 million in 2019.

They then fell to about 1.2 mil-
lion in 2020 as travel curbs hit 
movement across the region.

The number recovered to 
more than 8.2 million in 2022, 
then rose to 9.6 million in 2023 
and 10.8 million in 2024, before 
reaching about 11.2 million in 
2025. The 2025 figures put Bah-
rain above the 16 million mark 
for non-Bahraini arrivals in a sin-
gle year, with nearby Gulf mar-
kets, chiefly Saudi Arabia, still 
accounting for most of the flow.
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Calls for Stronger Parliamentary 
Cooperation

The parliamentary 
delegation of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, 
led by H.E. Dr. Mo-

hammed Ali Hassan Ali, Chair 
of the Public Utilities and En-
vironment Committee of the 
Shura Council, participated 
in the opening session of the 
Global Conference of Women 
Parliamentarians 2026, which 
commenced in the Serbian cap-
ital, Belgrade, under the theme 
“Promoting Equality: Breaking 
Barriers of Gender Stereotypes 
and Negative Social Norms,” or-
ganized by the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union (IPU) in cooperation 
with the National Assembly of 
the Republic of Serbia.

The opening session featured 
addresses by H.E. Ana Brnabić, 
Speaker of the National Assem-
bly of the Republic of Serbia; 
H.E. Dr. Tulia Ackson, President 
of the Inter-Parliamentary Un-
ion; and H.E. Martin Chungong, 
Secretary-General of the IPU, as 
well as a statement by a repre-
sentative of the Serbian National 
Assembly. The keynote address 
was delivered by H.E. Senator 
Cynthia López Castro, Member 

of the Mexican Senate and Chair 
of the IPU Bureau of Women Par-
liamentarians, entitled “From 
Mexico to Belgrade: Continuing 
the Path Toward Equality.”

The conference addresses, 
across seven sessions, key is-
sues including dismantling bar-
riers to equality, challenging 
stereotypes and negative social 
norms, promoting diversity in 
parliamentary work, combat-
ing misinformation and vio-
lence against women in politics, 
strengthening gender-sensitive 
parliaments, sharing cross-sec-

tor experiences to transform 
leadership and institutional cul-
ture, and supporting the partic-
ipation of women and youth in 
democratic life.

Pushes Parliamentary 
Diplomacy Forward

On the sidelines of the con-
ference, the Bahraini delegation 
held a meeting with H.E. Edin 
Đerlek, Deputy Speaker of the 
Serbian National Assembly, in 
the presence of H.E. Dr. Jameela 
Mohammed Redha Al Salman, 

H.E. MP Zainab AbdullAmeer 
Khalil, and H.E. MP Mohammed 
Mohammed Al Rifaie, along with 
several members of the Serbian 
Parliament.

During the meeting, the del-
egation emphasized the impor-
tance of further strengthening 
parliamentary cooperation and 
exchanging expertise between 
the Kingdom of Bahrain and the 
friendly Republic of Serbia to 
support bilateral relations and 
expand areas of joint coopera-
tion. It also highlighted the grow-
ing role of parliamentary diplo-

macy in bringing peoples closer 
together, strengthening friend-
ship and mutual understanding, 
and opening broader channels 
for dialogue and coordination on 
issues of common interest.

The delegation praised the 
warm reception and excellent 
organization of the conference, 
noting its important focus on 
women’s empowerment and 
equality, and its role as a key 
platform for exchanging parlia-
mentary experiences worldwide. 
It reaffirmed the commitment of 
Bahrain’s legislative authority to 
strengthening parliamentary re-
lations with Serbia and building 
on the strong ties between the 

two friendly countries.
For his part, the Deputy 

Speaker of the Serbian National 
Assembly expressed his pride in 
hosting the conference, stressing 
the importance of supporting 
women’s participation in politi-
cal life and decision-making, and 
praising the strong bilateral rela-
tions between the two countries. 
He also highlighted the positive 
impact of reciprocal official vis-
its in strengthening relations, as 
well as Bahrain’s humanitarian 
stance toward Serbia during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, which re-
flected the depth of friendship 
and cooperation between both 
sides.

Bahrain Mourns Former 
Yemeni President

Bahrain-Jordan Ties Reviewed

His Highness Shaikh Ali 
bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, Ad-
visor to His Royal Highness 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, received Shaikh 
Khalifa bin Abdullah bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, Bahrain’s 
Ambassador to the Hashe-
mite Kingdom of Jordan.

During the meeting, the 
two sides reviewed the 

longstanding relations be-
tween Bahrain and Jordan 
and discussed ways to fur-
ther strengthen cooperation 
across various fields.

HH Shaikh Ali bin Khalifa 
praised the ambassador’s ef-
forts in enhancing bilateral 
ties and supporting contin-
ued coordination between 
the two countries.

Bahrain Draws 16m Non-Bahraini Arrivals

Limited Supply Keeps Safi Prices 
High After Fishing Ban Ends

Fish markets across Bah-
rain recorded slow trad-
ing activity on Monday as 

only limited quantities of safi and 
shaari became available following 
the end of the seasonal fishing 
ban on safi, shaari and andaq.

Vendors at the Central Market 
and other fish stalls said safi was 
selling for between BD4.5 and 
BD5 per kilo, while shaari prices 
ranged from BD3.5 to BD4 a kilo.

Traders added that a full box of 
safi was selling for around BD180, 
while shaari boxes were priced at 
nearly BD160.

Sellers attributed the reduced 
supply and firm prices to strong 
winds during the Al Bareh season, 
which disrupted fishing opera-
tions and prevented some boats 

from heading out to sea.
They said prices could begin 

to fall over the next few days if 
weather conditions improve and 
fishermen can bring in larger 
catches.

The Minister of Education, Dr. Mohammed bin Mubarak Juma, 
received the French Ambassador to Bahrain, Eric Giraud-Telme, in 
Manama for talks focused on strengthening bilateral cooperation 
in education. The discussions focused on ways to further enhance 
existing cooperation between the two countries, including potential 
initiatives aimed at supporting educational exchange and academic 
collaboration.

Education Links Strengthened



The University of Bahrain 
has introduced an en-
hanced digital service 

allowing institutions in Bahrain 
and abroad to instantly track the 
status of document verification 
requests, as part of wider gov-
ernment efforts to improve and 
streamline public services.

The upgraded “verification 
request status inquiry” service 
enables beneficiaries, including 
embassies, companies and over-

seas organisations, to 
monitor the authen-
tication of universi-
ty-issued documents 
such as certificates, 
transcripts and ac-
ademic statements. 
The updates can now 
be accessed electron-
ically through the na-
tional portal bahrain.
bh, improving trans-
parency and ease of 
access.

Under the new sys-

tem, processing time 
has been reduced 
from two working 
days to an immediate 
automated response. 
The service has also 
been fully digitised, 
cutting service level 
agreement require-
ments by at least 25%, 
reducing application 
steps to a maximum 
of four, and improv-
ing the user interface 
to simplify the pro-

cess.
University officials said the 

redesign aims to strengthen effi-
ciency and ensure faster delivery 
of services to stakeholders while 
maintaining accuracy and relia-
bility in verification procedures.

University of Bahrain Presi-
dent Dr Fawouzi Mohammed Al 
Ansari said the initiative reflects 
the institution’s commitment 
to adopting innovative digital 
solutions aligned with Bahrain’s 
wider government transforma-
tion strategy.

Minister of Youth Af-
fairs, Rawan bint 
Najeeb Tawfiqi, in-

augurated Bayt Lamea in Mu-
harraq Governorate, marking 
the launch of a new initiative 
aimed at supporting and de-
veloping young talent in the 
Kingdom.

The opening ceremony was 
attended by Shaikha Dwa bint 
Khalid Al Khalifa.

Speaking at the inauguration, 
the Minister described the pro-
ject as a “qualitative step” to-
ward creating integrated youth 
environments that nurture 
national talent, develop skills 
and empower young people to 
contribute to Bahrain’s wider 
development goals.

She said the initiative reflects 
the vision of His Highness Shai-
kh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, Representative of His Maj-
esty the King for Humanitarian 
Work and Youth Affairs and 
President of the Supreme Coun-
cil for Youth and Sports, aimed 
at building a comprehensive na-
tional system to empower young 

people and encourage creativity, 
innovation and excellence.

The minister added that Bayt 
Lamea would serve as a national 
incubator for emerging young 
leaders and a platform to sup-

port promis-
ing Bahraini 
capabilities, 
aligning with 
the country’s 
long-term fo-
cus on invest-
ing in youth.

S h e  a l s o 
n o t e d  t h a t 
the project 
wa s  d e ve l -

oped through cooperation be-
tween the Ministry of Youth 
Affairs and the Bahrain Author-
ity for Culture and Antiquities 
(BACA), highlighting what she 

described as integrated national 
efforts to strengthen the youth 
sector and provide inspiring en-
vironments for future talent.

Tawfiqi said the ministry con-
tinues to prioritise skills devel-
opment and youth qualification 
programmes through initiatives 
designed to enhance readiness 
and increase participation in 
national development.

Bayt Lamea is expected to 
function as a dedicated space 
for mentoring, training and 
supporting young Bahrainis as 
part of broader efforts to expand 
youth engagement across the 
country.

National Interest Above All

Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Shaikh Khalid bin 
Abdullah Al Khalifa 

said the royal address “estab-
lishes a renewed phase of ded-
icated work,” placing national 
interest as the top priority for 
sustained security and stability. 
He pledged continued com-
mitment under the banner of 
“Team Bahrain.”

Interior Minister General 
Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah 
Al Khalifa sent a formal mes-
sage of gratitude to His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, 
expressing deep appreciation 
for the King’s recent royal ad-
dress delivered at the weekly 
Cabinet meeting. He described 
the speech as a reflection of 
wise and far-sighted leader-
ship, affirming that Bahrain 
advances under a vision prior-
itizing wisdom, security, and 
human development.

“An Honour and a National 
Duty”

His Highness Shaikh Isa bin 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Minister of the Prime Min-
ister’s Court praised the ad-
dress, calling its implemen-
tation “an honour for all and 
a national duty.” He stressed 
the importance of teamwork 
and continued effort to fulfil 
the King’s vision, highlighting 
the readiness and profession-

alism demonstrated by Bah-
rain’s military and security 
forces.

The Minister of Education, 
Dr. Mohammed bin Mubar-
ak Juma’a, said the address 
embodied the highest ideals 
of national unity. He vowed 
to document these nation-
al milestones and integrate 
them into school and univer-
sity curricula for future gen-
erations.

A Speech Rooted in National 
Values

Dr. Ramzan bin Abdulla Al 
Noaimi, Information Minister 
affirmed that His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa’s royal 
address, delivered at the weekly 
Cabinet meeting, embodied the 
Kingdom’s core national val-
ues—loyalty, belonging, and civic 
responsibility—which have long 
been the foundation of Bahrain’s 
strength and resilience.

The Minister highlighted the 
King’s pride in the Bahraini 
people, who demonstrated ex-
ceptional national awareness 
and stood firm in defending the 
Kingdom’s security, protecting 
its higher interests, and pre-
serving its national unity against 
all challenges—under His Maj-
esty’s wise leadership and the 
guidance of Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

The minsiter underscored 
that the royal address sent a 
clear and decisive message: 
protecting Bahrain and safe-
guarding its national interests 
is a duty that allows no com-
promise. Any attempt to under-
mine the Kingdom’s security or 
conspire against its stability is 
destined to fail, given the deep 
national cohesion and unwa-
vering loyalty of the Bahraini 
people to their King and nation.

The Special Investiga-
tion Unit announced 
that the First High 

Criminal Court issued a ruling 
in the case concerning the death 
of a detainee, sentencing the 
defendant to life imprisonment.

The case dates back to 27 
March 2026, when the Special 
Investigation 
Unit moni-
tored social 
m e d i a  r e -
ports regard-
ing the death 
of a detainee. 
On the same 
day, it also re-
ceived a noti-
fication from 
the Inspector 
General  of 
the Nation-
al Intelligence Service stating 
that the deceased had been held 
in custody by the agency and 
had been assaulted by one of its 
personnel, resulting in multi-
ple injuries. The detainee was 
subsequently transferred to the 
hospital, where he later died 

from his injuries.
The Unit conducted compre-

hensive and extensive investiga-
tions to determine the circum-
stances of the incident, tracing 
the procedures taken following 
the arrest of the deceased, and 
examining all evidence and in-
formation related to the case 
within its legally mandated au-
thority. 

The in-
vestigations 
concluded 
t h a t  t h e 
defendant 
committed 
the crime, 
based on 
sufficient 
and con-
c l u s i v e 
evidence. 
The Unit 
therefore 

ordered his referral, while in 
custody, to the High Crim-
inal Court, which issued the 
above-mentioned verdict, re-
affirming its commitment to 
safeguarding rights, ensuring 
accountability, and upholding 
the rule of law.
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Life Sentence for Perpetrator 
in Death of Detainee Case

University of Bahrain launches upgraded digital verification service

Royal Address Embodies 
Bahrain’s National Values

His Highness  Shaikh Khalid 
bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, 
Deputy Prime Minister

General Shaikh Rashid bin 
Abdullah Al Khalifa, Interior 

Minister

His Highness Shaikh Isa bin Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa is the Minister 

of the Prime Minister’s Court

Dr. Mohammed bin Mubarak 
Juma, Minister of Education

Dr. Ramzan bin Abdulla Al 
Noaimi, Information Minister

A Speech That Resonated Across Government

Youth Hub Launched in Muharraq
Minister highlights role in empowering young Bahrainis

“Bayt Lamea is more 
than a space — it is a 

platform where we 
invest in young minds, 

empower talent, and 
build the leaders of 

tomorrow.”

— RAWAN BINT NAJEEB TAWFIQI



The Shura Council’s Foreign 
Affairs, Defence and Na-
tional Security Commit-

tee completed 24 reports in the 
fourth session of the sixth legis-
lative term, covering decree-laws, 
draft laws, treaties and one pro-
posed cybercrime amendment.

The committee, chaired by Dr 
Ali Al Rumaihi, held 16 meetings 
during the session. Its work cov-
ered five decree-laws, 18 draft 
laws and one proposed law.

It said the measures dealt with 
traffic rules, the Penal Code, 
criminal procedure, public se-
curity, identity cards, reform and 
rehabilitation, anti-money laun-
dering, terrorism financing, GCC 
road transport, tax treaties, air 
services, investment protection 
and international legal co-op-
eration.

The committee said it had kept 
its work focused on laws tied to 
Bahrain’s foreign affairs, defence 
and security, as well as the coun-
try’s regional and overseas links.

It added that it would keep 
working with government bodies 
and other parties on laws linked 
to Bahrain’s security, interests 
and development plans, under 
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa, and with the support 
of His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister.

Among the decree-laws re-
viewed was Decree-Law No. 30 
of 2025 amending parts of the 
Traffic Law issued by Law No. 

23 of 2014.
The committee also complet-

ed reports on Decree-Law No. 
31 of 2025 amending the Penal 
Code, Decree-Law No. 32 of 2025 
amending the Criminal Proce-
dure Law, and Decree-Law No. 
36 of 2025 amending the law on 
banning and fighting money laun-
dering and terrorism financing.

A fifth decree-law, No. 35 of 
2025, dealt with Bahrain’s ap-
proval of the unified GCC law on 
international road transport.

The draft laws reviewed by the 
committee included Parliament’s 

decision on the Shura Council’s 
decision over a bill amending Ar-
ticle 56 of the Traffic Law.

It also examined a draft law 
amending the Public Security 
Forces Law, attached to Decree 
No. 26 of 2025, and a draft law 
amending Article 3 of Law No. 46 
of 2006 on identity cards.

Further bills dealt with amend-
ments to the Penal Code, attached 
to Decree No. 68 of 2025, and to 
the Reform and Rehabilitation 
Institution Law, attached to De-
cree No. 69 of 2025.

Traffic law amendments also 
took up part of the committee’s 
work. It reviewed a bill adding 
a new Article 19 bis to the Traf-
fic Law, as well as a separate bill 
amending Article 19 of the same 
law.

The committee said treaties 
and overseas agreements formed 
another part of its work, with 

several reports tied to Bahrain’s 
diplomacy, trade and legal links.

These included the draft law 
ratifying the Makkah Al Mukar-
ramah Convention for OIC mem-
ber states on co-operation in en-
forcing anti-corruption laws.

The committee also completed 
reports on double taxation agree-
ments with Saudi Arabia and Jer-
sey, air services agreements with 
Kyrgyzstan, the establishment of 
the International Dates Observa-
tory’s headquarters in Bahrain, 
and a host country agreement 
with the Permanent Court of Ar-
bitration.

Other agreements reviewed 
included an amendment to the 
treaty establishing the Organ-
isation of Arab Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries and accession 
to the Locarno Agreement on 
international classifications for 
industrial designs.

Minister of Labour and 
Minister of Legal Affairs, 

Yousif bin Abdulhussain Khalaf 
described the recent address by 
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa as a “national roadm-
ap” aimed at strengthening in-
ternal unity and advancing the 
country’s national development 
efforts.

Mr. Khalaf said Bahrainis took 
pride in the King’s praise for the 
patriotic spirit shown by citizens 
as well as public and private in-

stitutions. He added that the 
remarks highlighted the close 
relationship between the lead-
ership and the people, which he 
described as being built on mu-
tual trust and loyalty.

He said the King’s emphasis on 
national unity and solidarity rep-
resented a key pillar in confront-
ing challenges and safeguarding 
the country’s achievements.
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Bahrain has reviewed 
international agreements 

covering justice 
cooperation with Pakistan, 
marine pollution control, 

and global financial 
transparency standards.
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Drunk Driver Jailed 
Two Years

A Bahraini appeals court 
upheld a two-year prison 

sentence against a young man 
who caused a fatal car accident 
while drink-driving. The de-
fendant had been drinking by 
the sea before getting behind 
the wheel with two friends, 
travelling at 30 percent above 
the speed limit.

He lost control of the vehicle, 
veered into oncoming traffic 
and struck a curb. His female 
passenger was thrown from the 
car and died from her injuries, 
while the other passenger was 
wounded.

The Public Prosecution 
charged him with causing death 
and injury through negligence, 
drunk driving, and speeding. 
He admitted to all charges in 
court, though he denied ex-
ceeding the speed limit.

Man Faces Trial for 
Blackmailing Teen Girl 

Doctor Fined for 
Missing Brain 
Tumor 

A defendant has been referred 
to criminal trial after alleg-

edly blackmailing a 17-year-
old girl through social media, 
threatening to leak intimate im-
ages unless she paid money and 
handed over her gold jewellery.

The case began when the vic-
tim’s mother filed a complaint 
with authorities. Investigators 
from the Ministry of Interior’s 
Child Protection Unit identified 
and arrested the suspect, who 
confessed to the charges. In-
criminating images were found 
on his mobile phone. A court 
hearing is scheduled for June 
22, 2026.

The Head of the Family and 
Child Prosecution urged parents 
to monitor their children’s online 
activity, warning that the Public 

Bahrain’s Court of Cas-
sation upheld a BD 

200 fine against a neu-
rology consultant found 
guilty of medical malprac-
tice after failing to order 
essential scans, resulting 
in a six-week delay in di-
agnosing a patient’s brain 
tumour.

The patient presented 
with vomiting and head 
pain at a private hospital. 
The consultant dismissed 
her condition as neck 
strain without requesting a 
CT scan or MRI. Six weeks 
later, a second doctor or-
dered the scans, which re-
vealed a large cancerous 
tumour. Her condition had 
deteriorated significant-
ly by that point, and she 
was ultimately transferred 
abroad for surgery.

The Court of Cassation 
endorsed findings by the 
Technical Committee for 
Medical Errors, ruling that 
the physician committed 
a professional error. The 
patient’s civil compensa-
tion claim was referred to 
a civil court.

Drug Dealer 
Gets 10 Years 
for Trafficking 
Marijuana

A Bahraini appeals court 
upheld a 10-year pris-

on sentence and BD 5,000 fine 
against a man convicted of traf-
ficking marijuana and possess-
ing multiple narcotics includ-
ing heroin, methamphetamine, 
hashish, LSD, and prescription 
drugs.

Authorities received a tip that 
the defendant was distributing 
drugs using “dead drop” hand-
offs in areas including East Riffa 
and Hamad Town. Following 
surveillance, he was arrested 
and a search of his home uncov-
ered a range of substances. He 
told investigators he had been 
recruited by two individuals 
in September 2025, receiving 
drugs and cash via BenefitPay 
in return for distributing ship-
ments he collected seven times.

The court also ordered the 
confiscation of all seized items. 
A urine test confirmed the de-
fendant had consumed cannabis 
and methamphetamine.

Prosecution will pursue firm 
legal action against anyone 
involved in child exploitation 
or cyber extortion.

National Cohesion 
StrengthenedShura Panel Reviews 24 Laws and Treaties

Dr Ali Al Rumaihi, Head of Shura 
Council’s

TDT | Manama 
Mohammed Darwish

Inclusive Education 
Through “Hand in 
Hand” Initiative

Al-Ahd Al-Zaher Sec-
ondary School for Girls 

has highlighted the impact of 
its “Hand in Hand” initiative, 
which aims to strengthen in-
clusive education and support 
students with disabilities during 
the 2025–2026 academic year.

Launched by the school’s Ac-
ademic Guidance and Career 
Counselling Office, the pro-
gramme focuses on integrating 
students more fully into school 
life and enhancing their aca-
demic and social participation.

School principal Dr. Noor 
Muneer Al-Subaie said the in-
itiative has already produced 
encouraging outcomes, pointing 
to student Layla Ali Abdaljalil, a 

first-year secondary student 
with autism, who has shown 
strong academic performance 
and active engagement in school 
activities.

She praised the work of the 
guidance and counselling team, 
alongside student peer support-
ers who assist students with 
disabilities, saying their efforts 
have helped create a more in-
clusive learning environment.

Layla’s mother also welcomed 
the initiative, saying it had im-
proved her daughter’s English 
language skills, particularly 
in reading and speaking, and 
boosted her confidence and 
communication abilities.
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New mosque project 
begins in Hamad Town

A new mosque project 
has entered its first 
phase in  Hamad 
Town, set to serve 

hundreds of residents in a 
densely populated area.

Municipal Council mem-
ber Abdulla Mubarak Bilal 
Al Qubaisi, representing the 
Ninth Constituency in the 
Northern Governorate, high-
lighted the start of work fol-
lowing the completion of ap-
provals and site preparations.  

He praised the cooperation 
of the Ministry of Justice, 
Islamic Affairs and Endow-
ments and the Sunni Endow-
ments Directorate, noting 
their role in facilitating pro-
cedures for the project.  

Al Qubaisi also commend-
ed the donor and his family 
for funding the construction, 
describing the initiative as a 
reflection of Bahrain’s strong 
culture of community support 

and charitable giving.  
The mosque will be built on 

a 1,349.4-square-metre plot 
in Block 1205, with a total 
built-up area of 396.74 square 
metres.  

It  wil l  include a  main 
prayer hall accommodating 
around 200 worshippers, a 
separate section for women 
with a capacity of 45, ablution 
facilities, modern amenities, 
and a residential unit for the 
muezzin.  

The project follows the re-
moval of a temporary prayer 
structure on the site, paving 
the way for construction to 
begin.  

Officials said the develop-
ment will enhance access to 
religious services and support 
the needs of residents in the 
surrounding area.

The first phase of the mosque’s construction

Abdulla Mubarak Bilal Al Qubaisi
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BBK releases 2025 Sustainability Report

BBK, a leader in retail and 
corporate banking in the 
Kingdom of Bahrain, has 

announced the release of its 2025 
Sustainability Report, marking 
continued progress in embed-
ding environmental, social and 
governance (ESG) principles 
across its operations. The report 
reflects BBK’s long-term approach 
to building a more resilient, re-
sponsible and sustainable banking 
model.

The report outlines BBK’s per-
formance across its core sustain-
ability pillars: Good Corporate 
Governance, Responsible and Re-
sponsive Employer, Long-Term 
Positive Customer Relationships 
and Experiences, and Social Re-
sponsibility Mindset, alongside its 
continued focus on environmen-
tal responsibility and climate-re-
lated initiatives. It also highlights 
the Bank’s efforts to evolve its op-
erations in line with the changing 
expectations of customers and so-
ciety, while supporting Bahrain’s 
national development priorities. 
The report further reinforces 
BBK’s position as a leading insti-
tution in sustainable banking in 
the Kingdom.

Commenting on the report, 
BBK Group Chief Strategy and 
Transformation Officer, Mo-
hamed Alaali, said: “This year’s 
Sustainability Report reflects the 
progress BBK has made in embed-
ding sustainability into its core 

operations. Over the past year, we 
strengthened governance practic-
es, enhanced information security, 
invested in our people, expanded 
digital capabilities and introduced 
our Sustainable Finance Frame-
work. These efforts reinforce our 
commitment to building trust, 
delivering long-term value and 
supporting the communities we 
serve.”

Key highlights from the report 
include BD188 million in sustain-
able finance assets, a 39% reduc-
tion in paper consumption, and 
BD2.4 million in community in-
vestments.

In Good Corporate Govern-
ance, BBK continued to strengthen 
its oversight framework and insti-
tutional practices. Independent 
directors represented around 60% 
of the Board, which also includ-
ed three female directors. The 
Bank achieved 100% employee 
acknowledgement of its Code of 

Conduct in 2025 and continued 
to respond to data subject rights 
requests, reinforcing its commit-
ment to information security and 
data privacy as key pillars of trust. 
BBK also maintains an advanced 
Information Security Manage-
ment System certified to ISO/IEC 
27001, supported by robust gov-
ernance practices and oversight 
by relevant committees to ensure 
effective management of cyber 
and data-related risks.

Under the Responsible and 
Responsive Employer pillar, the 
report highlights BBK’s commit-
ment to fostering an inclusive 
workplace that enables employee 
growth and development. During 
2025, the Bank completed the in-
tegration of employees supporting 
retail banking operations previ-
ously managed by HSBC Bank 
Middle East, Bahrain Branch, en-
suring service continuity while 
strengthening operational capa-
bilities and institutional exper-
tise. Women represented 42% of 
the workforce, while the Bank’s 
nationalization rate reached ap-
proximately 95%, demonstrating 
BBK’s strong focus on developing 
Bahraini talent and supporting 
national workforce priorities.

As part of its efforts to support 
female leadership and career pro-
gression, BBK celebrated the grad-
uation of 20 employees from its 
Women in Leadership program, 
delivered in collaboration with 
Harvard University and Cornell 
University. The Bank also contin-

ued to enhance its learning and 
development programs, includ-
ing the third edition of GROW, 
delivered in partnership with 
Lumofy, an AI-powered talent 
management platform. The pro-
gram provides advanced tools to 
assess employee capabilities and 
design personalized development 
pathways, supporting workforce 
readiness for the future.

In addition, BBK strengthened 
its work-life balance framework 
through a range of employee-fo-
cused benefits, including mater-
nity and paternity leave, nursing 
hours, parent-child leave and 
phased return-to-work arrange-
ments, fostering a more inclusive 
and flexible working environ-
ment.

Within the Long-Term Posi-
tive Customer Relationships and 
Experiences pillar, BBK record-
ed several achievements in 2025. 
The Bank received the “Most 
Trusted Digital Banking Services 
Provider in Bahrain 2025” award 
from World Business Outlook, 
the “Customer Experience 2025” 
award for excellence in customer 
experience and was named “Best 
Retail Bank in Bahrain 2025” by 
Global Banking & Finance Re-
view for the third consecutive 
year. These achievements reflect 
BBK’s continued focus on enhanc-
ing customer experience through 
more accessible, efficient and in-
novative banking solutions.

BBK also advanced its digital 
transformation agenda through 

streamlined lending processes, 
automation of customer services, 
enhanced mobile banking capa-
bilities and the establishment of 
a dedicated innovation center to 
expand AI-driven solutions. 

Under its Social Responsibility 
Mindset, BBK continued to sup-
port the local economy and wider 
community. The Bank engaged 
640 local suppliers during 2025, 
while its community investments 
reached BD2.4 million. BBK also 
maintained its Platinum spon-
sorship of the Crown Prince’s In-
ternational Scholarship Program 
through a BD1 million contribu-
tion and upgraded its sponsorship 
in Isa Bin Salman Education Fund 
while continuing its support to 50 
scholarships at the University of 
Bahrain and Bahrain Polytechnic.

BBK also commenced construc-
tion of its new health center in 
Galali, marking the second health-
care facility funded by the Bank 
following the BBK Health Centre 
in Hidd. The facility will enhance 
access to healthcare services and 
support broader community de-
velopment objectives in the King-
dom.

In line with its environmental 
and climate commitments, BBK 
achieved a 39% reduction in paper 
consumption and expanded its 
greenhouse gas emissions meas-
urement to include additional 
Scope 3 categories, including fi-
nanced emissions. This marks an 
important step in aligning with 
global best practices and provides 

a more comprehensive view of 
BBK’s indirect environmental 
impact across its value chain. It 
also enhances the Bank’s ability 
to assess climate-related risks and 
opportunities, supporting more 
informed decision-making and 
future target setting. The Bank 
also launched its Sustainable Fi-
nance Framework during the year, 
marking a significant milestone 
in aligning its financing activities 
with international ESG standards. 
By the end of 2025, BBK’s sustain-
able finance portfolio reached 
BD188 million, supporting pro-
jects across key sectors such as 
renewable energy, energy efficien-
cy and sustainable infrastructure. 
This progress reinforces BBK’s 
growing role in mobilizing capi-
tal towards environmentally and 
socially responsible investments 
and strengthens its contribution 
to Bahrain’s sustainable economic 
transition. In addition, BBK is-
sued its first Climate Risk Position 
Statement aligned with regulatory 
guidance and collected 755 kilo-
grams of electronic waste through 
an internal campaign.

Alaali added: “We believe banks 
play a vital role in enabling inclu-
sive and sustainable economic 
growth. At BBK, we continue to 
translate this responsibility into 
tangible action across sustainable 
finance, climate initiatives, social 
investment and talent develop-
ment, supporting Bahrain’s Vision 
2030 and contributing to a more 
resilient future.” 

The Kingdom of Bah-
rain and the Union of 
the Comoros signed a 

memorandum of understand-
ing to strengthen cooperation 
in eGovernment and digital 
transformation as part of Bah-
rain’s Global Digital Twinning 
Initiative.

The agreement was signed 
between Bahrain’s Information 
& eGovernment Authority (iGA) 
and the National Digital Devel-

opment Agency (ANADEN) of 
the Comoros during a virtual 
meeting.

The initiative, launched by 
Bahrain in December 2024, 
aims to expand digital coop-
eration with friendly countries 
and support the development 
of government digital servic-
es in line with United Nations 
standards.

Under the agreement, Bah-
rain will support the Comoros 
in improving its performance 
in the United Nations eGovern-

ment Development Index 
(EGDI) and enhancing dig-
ital government services 
through the exchange of 
technical expertise and 
training programmes.

The partnership will 
also include workshops, 
official visits, and the 
sharing of studies, statis-
tics, and best practices to 
strengthen digital devel-
opment and government 
efficiency in both coun-
tries.

Bahrain Islamic Bank 
(BisB) organised a 
national event at its 

headquarters where employees 
signed a “Declaration of Loyal-
ty and Support” to His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa.

The event was attended by 
members of the bank’s board, 
executive management and 
staff from across different de-
partments. It highlighted what 
organisers described as strong 
national unity and the close rela-
tionship between the leadership 
and the people of Bahrain.

Through this initiative, BisB 
employees reaffirmed their com-
mitment to supporting the King-
dom’s development efforts and 
national progress. The bank also 
expressed its continued backing 
of government plans led by His 
Royal Highness Prince Salman 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister.

BisB said the event reflects its 
ongoing focus on national re-
sponsibility as part of its wider 
corporate strategy. The bank 
added that it aims to align its 
operations with Bahrain’s devel-
opment goals, while supporting 
innovation, talent development 
and the growth of Islamic bank-
ing in the Kingdom.
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Mohamed Alaali, BBK Group Chief 
Strategy and Transformation Officer

Electricity Privatisation Bill 
Delayed Over Tariffs

BisB hosts national event 
reaffirming loyalty 

Bahrain, Comoros Ink Tech Agreement

A government bill to 
privatise Electricity 
and Water Authority 

has been put off to the next ses-
sion after MPs and the govern-
ment failed to agree on tariff 
controls and the treatment of 
multi-family households.

Public Utilities and Envi-
ronment Committee chairman 
Mohammed Mousa said the 
committee and the ministry 
had agreed on 10 articles in the 
bill, all of which he said were in 
citizens’ favour.

The dispute, he said, was 
now confined to two files: tar-
iffs and households made up of 
more than one family.

‘We in the committee insist-
ed that the tariff be included 
within the articles of the law,’ 
he said. ‘If the government 
wishes in the future to lower 
or raise the tariff, this must 
be done with the approval of 

Parliament.’
Mr Mousa said the commit-

tee’s stance came from MPs’ 
views, which he said were 
treated as matters that should 
be written into the law.

‘The committee takes MPs’ 
views into account and deals 
with them as important mat-
ters that must be included in 
the law,’ he said.

The second unresolved file 
concerns multi-family house-
holds. Mr Mousa said the gov-
ernment had not yet submitted 
a clear study on the matter. The 
issue had been referred to the 
Social Development Ministry, 
but no final reply had been 
given.

He said the committee had 
asked, at its last meeting, for 
the Electricity and Water Af-
fairs Minister, the Social Devel-
opment Minister and eGovern-
ment representatives to attend.

The aim, he said, was to 
reach wording that protects the 
rights of multi-family house-
holds within the law.

Mr Mousa said no agreement 
had yet been reached with the 
government on either tariffs or 
multi-family households.

For that reason, he said, the 
committee decided to put off 
discussion of the electricity 
and water law until the next 
session.

Mohammed Mousa, Chairman of 
Parliament’s Public Utilities and 
Environment Committee 

The MoU was signed by Mohammed Ali Al Qaed, Chief Executive of the iGA, and Said Moinou Ahmed, Director General of ANADEN
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Mumtalakat and TRAIL Announce 
Strategic Partnership

Mumtalakat, the sovereign wealth fund of the Kingdom of Bahrain, joins TRAIL’s flagship 
Sport, Luxury, Arts and Music platform.

Bahrain Mumtalakat 
Ho l d i n g  C o m p a n y 
(Mumtalakat), the sov-

ereign wealth fund of the King-
dom of Bahrain, and TRAIL, the 
French investment company, to-
day announced a strategic part-
nership under which Mumta-
lakat will be an investor in SLAM, 
the first private equity fund ded-
icated to the Sport, Luxury, Arts 
and Music sectors.

The strategic partnership was 
signed in the presence of His 
Excellency Shaikh Salman bin 
Khalifa Al Khalifa, Minister of 
Finance and National Economy 
and Chairman of Mumtalakat 
Holding Company, and His Ex-
cellency Nicolas Forissier, Min-
ister Delegate for Foreign Trade 
and Economic Attractiveness of 
France, during the participation 
at “Choose France” Summit - 
France’s flagship international 
investment summit.

The partnership brings togeth-
er TRAIL’s deep sectoral exper-
tise and investment acumen with 
Mumtalakat’s regional presence 

and long-term investment ap-
proach. Together, the two enti-
ties will work to develop SLAM’s 
sectors within Bahrain and across 
the broader Gulf Cooperation 
Council region — through direct 
investments and by supporting 
the regional expansion of the 
fund’s portfolio companies. Un-
der the terms of the agreement, 
TRAIL will open an office in Ma-
nama to serve as its GCC hub, fa-

cilitating the growth of portfolio 
companies and enabling regional 
capital raising.

On the occasion, His Excel-
lency Shaikh Salman bin Khal-
ifa Al Khalifa affirmed that the 
strategic partnership reflects 
Bahrain’s distinguished standing 
as a destination for high-qual-
ity investment and meaningful 
international partnerships. He 
noted that the investment in the 

SLAM Fund is fully aligned with 
the Kingdom’s drive to diversify 
investment opportunities and 
harness the potential of emerging 
sectors in support of sustained 
economic growth.

His Excellency further em-
phasised that the partnership 
represents an important step to-
wards attracting greater global 
investment and expertise to the 
Kingdom, reinforcing Bahrain’s 

position as a regional hub for 
business and investment, and 
advancing the goals of Bahrain’s 
Economic Vision 2030 through 
economic diversification and the 
creation of new avenues for sus-
tainable growth.

His Excellency Shaikh Abdul-
lah bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, Chief 
Executive Officer of Mumtalakat, 
said: ““At Mumtalakat, we contin-
ue to grow our portfolio through 
partnerships with investors who 
share our long-term perspective. 
Our collaboration with TRAIL 
introduces the SLAM sectors 
as a new asset class to Bahrain 
and the wider GCC, reflecting 
our commitment to diversifying 
our portfolio and unlocking new 
avenues for value creation. This 
partnership is designed to deliver 
sustainable long-term financial 
returns while contributing to tan-
gible economic impact for the 
Kingdom of Bahrain.”

“The convergence of sport, 
luxury, arts and music is creat-
ing one of the most compelling 
value-creation opportunities of 
the coming decade, and SLAM 
was built to capture it. We are 
convinced of the considerable 
development potential of the 
GCC region in the SLAM sectors 
and we are delighted to form 
this strategic partnership with 
Mumtalakat,” said Xavier Marin, 
President of TRAIL.
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Bahrain’s Alba Acquires Aluminium Dunkerque, the 
EU’s Largest Aluminium Smelter, for USD 2.2 Billion 

Aluminium Bahrain 
B. S.C.  ( A l b a ) ,  t h e 
world’s largest sin-

gle-site aluminium smelter, 
has agreed to acquire Alumin-
ium Dunkerque – the largest 
aluminium smelter in the Eu-
ropean Union – in a transac-
tion valued at approximate-
ly USD 2.2 billion, marking a 
pivotal step in Alba’s strategy 
to build a global low-carbon 
aluminium platform. The deal 
was announced jointly with 
American Industrial Partners, 
who are the current owners of 
Aluminium Dunkerque, and 
Bpifrance, the French public 
investment bank who will ac-
quire a minority stake in the 
company alongside Alba.The 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing with Bpifrance (MoU) was 
signed in Paris on the sidelines 
of the Choose France Summit 
– the leading investment sum-
mit – in the presence of His 
Excellency Shaikh Salman bin 
Khalifa Al Khalifa, Minister of 
Finance and National Econo-
my and Chairman of Mumta-
lakat Holding Company, and 
Mr Nicolas Forissier, France’s 
Minister Delegate for Foreign 
Trade and Economic Attrac-
tiveness. The parties to the 
signing ceremony were rep-
resented by Mr Khalid Amro 
Al-Rumaihi, Chairman of Al-
ba’s Board of Directors; Mr 
Dino Cusumano, Managing 
Partner at American Industrial 
Partners; and Mr José Gonza-
lo, Executive Director of Cap-
ital Development at Bpifrance.

Upon closing of the transac-
tion, Alba will acquire 100% 
of Aluminium Dunkerque in a 

transaction valued at approx-
imately USD 2.2 Billion, to be 
fully financed by a consorti-
um of Alba’s banking partners. 
The MoU between Alba and 
Bpifrance further provides for 
a capital investment of EUR 
100 million by Bpifrance in 
the transaction, representing 
a 6% ownership stake in Alu-
minium Dunkerque, subject to 
the completion of customary 
approvals. Bpifrance will also 
hold a seat on the Board of Di-
rectors of Aluminium Dunker-
que’s holding company. 

The entry of Bpifrance, as 
a key minority shareholder 
and member of the Board of 
Directors, aims to strengthen 
Aluminium Dunkerque’s pres-
ence in the region and demon-
strates the strategic signifi-
cance of the company within 
the French aluminium sector.

His Excellency Shaikh Sal-
man bin Khalifa Al Khalifa 
affirmed that this transaction 
is a reflection of the strong 
and enduring economic ties 
between Bahrain and France, 
and demonstrative of the con-
fidence international partners 
place in Bahrain as an invest-
ment destination. He added 
that it reinforces Bahrain’s 
position as a competitive in-
dustrial hub with the qualified 
local talent and advanced ca-
pabilities to pursue opportuni-
ties on the world stage.

Mr Khalid Amro Al-Rumai-
hi, Chairman of Alba’s Board 
of Directors, highlighted the 
significance of Aluminium 
Dunkerque as one of France’s 
strategic industrial assets and 
that the acquisition is a de-

fining moment for Alba that 
demonstrates strong confi-
dence in the company’s prom-
ising potential and long-term 
growth prospects, and repre-
sents a strategic step towards 
building a more diversified 
and competitive international 
industrial platform – one that 
strengthens Alba’s presence in 
global markets and supports 
its capacity to achieve sustain-
able growth. He further noted 
the important opportunities 
this partnership creates to 
enhance industrial resilience 
in both the Kingdom of Bah-
rain and the French Republic, 
and to advance the economic 
and industrial partnership be-
tween the two nations.

Nicolas Dufourcq, CEO at 
Bpifrance, said: “Alongside 
Alba, Bpifrance’s investment 

in Aluminium Dunkerque un-
derscores our commitment 
to securing and reinforcing 
the long-term future of this 
strategic industrial site. By 
joining forces, we are not only 
supporting the growth of a key 
player in the European alu-
minium sector but also ensur-
ing that Aluminium Dunker-
que remains a cornerstone of 
France’s industrial resilience 
and innovation. Together, we 
will work to strengthen the 
site’s industrial project, fos-
tering sustainable develop-
ment and competitiveness for 
years to come.”

Dino Cusumano, General 
Partner at AIP, said: “We are 
pleased to mark an important 
step in the transition of Alu-
minium Dunkerque’s owner-
ship to Aluminium Bahrain. 

Over the past four months, the 
process has advanced smooth-
ly as expected thanks to the 
constructive work among all 
parties and a shared commit-
ment to responsible execution. 
We remain confident that Alba 
is the right long-term own-
er for Aluminium Dunkerque 
and will be a strong partner 
for France in supporting the 
company’s continued develop-
ment and strategic role in Eu-
rope. Aluminium Dunkerque’s 
success during our ownership 
reflects France’s enduring at-
tractiveness as a destination 
for long-term industrial in-
vestment, supported by its 
strong industrial base, skilled 
workforce and commitment to 
decarbonisation.”

Located in Loon-Plage in the 
Dunkerque region, the smelt-

er produces approximately 
300,000 tonnes of aluminium 
annually. With advanced au-
tomation, integrated produc-
tion capabilities, and a highly 
skilled workforce, Aluminium 
Dunkerque is well-positioned 
to capitalise on the growing 
European demand for sustain-
ably produced aluminium.

Transaction overview
Aluminium Bahrain B.S.C. 

(“Alba”) and an affiliate of 
American Industrial Partners 
(“AIP”) entered into an exclu-
sive agreement on 2 March 
2026 for Alba to acquire 100% 
of Aluminium Dunkerque. The 
transaction values Aluminium 
Dunkerque at US$2,200 mil-
lion on an enterprise value 
basis, with the consideration 
payable in cash and funding 
fully underwritten by a syn-
dicate of Alba’s relationship 
banks. On 6 May 2026, follow-
ing completion of the French 
works council consultation 
process, Alba and an affiliate 
of AIP signed a Share Purchase 
Agreement setting out the 
terms of the acquisition. The 
transaction closing remains 
subject to FDI approval from 
the French State and EU FSR 
approval, which are expected 
in due course. EU Antitrust 
approval was obtained in May 
2026. Closing is expected in 
2026.

Alba will continue to update 
the market in accordance with 
its disclosure obligations on 
the Bahrain Bourse and Lon-
don Stock Exchange, and ap-
plicable regulatory require-
ments.

Our partnership 
with TRAIL reflects 

Mumtalakat’s 
commitment 

to diversifying 
investments, 

creating long-
term value, and 

supporting Bahrain’s 
economic growth.

SHAIKH ABDULLAH BIN KHALIFA AL 
KHALIFA, CEO OF MUMTALAKAT



Bahrain Commercial Fa-
cilities Company ‘BCFC’, 
is proud to announce 

its successful adoption of eKey 
2.0, Bahrain’s advanced national 
digital identity solution, marking 
a significant milestone in our 
journey toward innovation and 
customer empowerment. This 
achievement coincides with the 
celebration of the second anni-
versary of the Sahel App and the 
launch of the Bulk KYC service, 
reinforcing BCFC’s commitment 
to supporting Bahrain’s digital 
transformation and enhancing 
the way customers interact with 
financial services.

The enhanced digital identity 
platform eKey 2.0 represents 
a major leap towards creating 
a secure and seamless digital 
ecosystem. By integrating this 
cutting-edge identity frame-

work, BCFC enables customers 
to access services effortlessly 
through password less biome-
tric facial authentication while 
streamlining onboarding and 
registration through eKYC based 
data retrieval. This ensures 
greater convenience while main-
taining the highest standards of 
data protection. These initia-
tives reflect BCFC’s dedication 
to delivering digital experiences 
that combine simplicity with 
security, aligning with Bahrain’s 
vision for a future-ready finan-
cial sector.

Commenting on this mile-
stone, Mr. Mohamed Jehad 
Bukamal, Deputy CEO of BCFC, 
stated: “At BCFC, we are proud 
to embrace Bahrain’s national 
digital transformation journey 
through the adoption of eKey 
2.0. This milestone reflects our 
commitment to innovation, se-
curity, and customer-centricity. 

eKey 2.0 empowers us to deliver 
seamless, passwordless digital 
experiences while ensuring the 
highest standards of compliance 
and data protection. By integrat-
ing this trusted identity frame-
work, we are not only enhancing 
convenience for our customers, 
but also reinforcing Bahrain’s 
vision for a secure, future-ready 
financial ecosystem. Together, 
we are shaping a smarter, safer, 

and more connected digital fu-
ture for our community.”

From his end, Dr. Khaled 
Ahmed Al-Mutawa, Deputy 
Chief Executive for Operations 
and Governance at the Informa-
tion & eGovernment Authority 
(iGA), welcomed BCFC to the 
eKey 2.0 ecosystem, as a strate-
gic move toward strengthening 
the company’s secure digital ser-
vices framework and enhancing 
customer experience.

Dr. Al-Mutawa affirmed that 
BCFC’s adoption of eKey 2.0 re-
flects the private sector’s com-
mitment to the Kingdom’s vision 
of developing an advanced, cus-
tomer-centric digital environ-
ment. He noted that this initi-
ative contributes to expanding 
the national digital identity ver-
ification infrastructure, facili-
tating access to services, ensur-
ing compliance with regulatory 
requirements, and enhancing 
customer trust in digital trans-
actions. He added that BCFC’s 
participation represents a strong 
model of effective public-pri-
vate collaboration in advancing 
Bahrain’s digital transformation 
journey, emphasizing that the 
Information & eGovernment 
Authority will continue its ef-
forts to drive digital innovation, 
accelerate digital transforma-
tion, and expand access to se-
cure digital services.

Commenting on the collabora-
tion, Beyon Connect CEO Chris 
Hild said: “BCFC’s adoption of 
eKey 2.0 is a strong example of 
how trusted digital identity can 
enable secure, seamless, and cus-
tomer-centric financial services. 
At Beyon Connect, we are proud 
to support organizations that are 
advancing Bahrain’s national 
digital ecosystem by leverag-
ing interoperable, future-ready 
identity solutions.”

BCFC remains committed to 
leveraging technology to en-
hance customer experiences and 
contribute to Bahrain’s leader-
ship in digital innovation. The 
integration of eKey 2.0 along-
side the Sahel App anniversary 
and the launch of the Bulk KYC 
service underscores BCFC’s role 
as a trusted partner in driving 
progress and creating long term 
value for our customers and the 
Kingdom.

BCFC Embraces Bahrain’s Digital Future with eKey 2.0
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Mr. Chris Hild, Beyon Connect CEO Mr. Mohamed Jehad Bukamal, 
Deputy CEO of BCFC
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The integration of 
eKey 2.0 into Sahel 

App reflects our 
commitment to 

delivering faster, 
safer, and more 

seamless digital 
experiences for our 

customers.

BCFC Strengthens Digital Infrastructure 
and Customer Experience with eKey 2.0 

Integration via Sahel App

Bahrain Commercial 
Facilities Company 
(BCFC) is pleased to 

announce the successful tech-
nical integration of eKey 2.0 
- Bahrain’s national digital 
identity framework - into its 
Sahel App platform, reflecting 
BCFC’s ongoing commitment 
to modernising its digital in-
frastructure, elevating ser-
vice quality, and delivering 
seamless technology-driven 
experiences for its customers.

Built on internationally rec-
ognised digital identity stand-
ards, eKey 2.0 enables BCFC 
to replace legacy authentica-
tion methods with a stream-
lined, biometric-based ac-
cess framework. Using facial 
recognition technology and 
eKYC-driven data retrieval, 
customers can now onboard 
and authenticate faster and 
more accurately. This reduces 
the risk of identity fraud and 
unauthorised access while 

meeting the requirements 
of the Central Bank of Bah-
rain (CBB) and Bahrain’s Per-
sonal Data Protection Law 
(PDPL). As a natural outcome 
of this infrastructure upgrade, 
eliminating password-based 
authentication also brings 
meaningful improvements to 
the security profile of BCFC’s 
digital channels.

Commenting on the mile-
stone, Mr. Ali Al Marzooq, 
Chief Technology Officer at 
BCFC, stated: “Integrating 
eKey 2.0 into our Sahel App 
is a significant step in our dig-
ital infrastructure roadmap. 
Our focus was on building a 
more reliable, efficient, and 
future-ready technology stack 
that serves our customers bet-
ter and integrates seamlessly 
with Bahrain’s national dig-
ital ecosystem. The result is 
a faster, more accurate, and 
more compliant customer 
journey, and a platform we 
can continue to build on as we 
expand our digital services.”

MR. ALI AL MARZOOQ, CHIEF TECH-
NOLOGY OFFICER AT BCFC

• Take part in Zain Bah-
rain’s #1 activation and 
get the chance to win 
smart phones, TV’s, Cash 
Prizes and more.

• The campaign follows 
Zain Bahrain’s recognition 
by Opensignal as the 
most awarded network 
in Bahrain, including its 
leadership in coverage, 
quality, and Games Expe-
rience.

• The achievement con-
tributed to positioning 
Bahrain as the #1 Overall 
Rank in Opensignal’s 
Global Network Excel-
lence Index for the MENA 
region.

Zain Bahrain Launches “#1 – First is Your Place” 
Activation Campaign at City Centre Bahrain

Zain Bahrain has recently 
launched a new inter-
active campaign under 

“#1 – First is Your Place” at City 
Centre Bahrain, celebrating its 
recognition as the Kingdom’s 
most awarded network experi-
ence by Opensignal.

Zain Bahrain invites all visitors 
to City Centre Bahrain to partic-
ipate in Zain #1 activation, run-
ning until 8th June, for a chance 
to win smart phones, TV’s and 
Cash Prizes. Participants can 
take a photo on the dedicated 
#1 chair, share it on Instagram 
while tagging Zain Bahrain’s of-
ficial account @ZainBahrain on 
the photo.

The campaign follows Zain 
Bahrain’s recognition by Open-

signal as the most awarded net-
work in Bahrain, including its 

leadership in coverage, quality, 
and Games Experience, a key 
metric for real-time online gam-
ing. This distinction has posi-
tioned Zain Bahrain as the most 
awarded network in Bahrain and 
played a pivotal role in propelling 
the Kingdom to the #1 Overall 
Rank position in Opensignal’s 
Global Network Excellence In-
dex for the MENA region for “all 
devices”.

Zain Bahrain continues to 
bring its network excellence 
closer to customers through 
engaging and memorable ex-
periences, while celebrating a 
milestone that reflects its con-
tinuous investment in delivering 
high-quality connectivity across 
the Kingdom.

TDT | Manama 
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Bahrain Bourse to Host 
“The Market 2.0: Bahrain 2026” Conference

Under the patronage of 
His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin 

Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, Bah-
rain Bourse (BHB), in collabora-
tion with the Arab Federation of 
Capital Markets (AFCM), will host 
“The Market 2.0: Bahrain 2026” 
conference on 3 December 2026 
in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Held under the theme “Markets 
in Motion: Powering the Next 
Era of Trading,” the conference 
will serve as a leading regional 
platform bringing together prom-
inent global and regional market 
participants, financial institutions, 
regulators, investors, and technol-
ogy leaders to explore the future 
of capital markets and the rapidly 
evolving trading ecosystem.

The conference will address the 
transformational shifts reshap-
ing financial markets worldwide, 

with discussions focused on the 
growing role of technology, data, 
and next-generation market infra-

structure in driv-
ing market effi-
ciency, resilience, 
transparency, 
and accessibili-
ty. Key sessions 
will cover the 
modernization 
of trading plat-
forms, evolving 
execution strat-
egies, enhanced 
liquidity access, 
advancements in 
market surveil-
lance, and devel-
opments in post-
trade operations.

The event is 
expected to at-
tract more than 
500 participants, 
including repre-
sentatives from 

regional and international stock 
exchanges, regulatory authorities, 
brokerage firms, listed companies, 

institutional investors, technology 
providers, and other influential 
stakeholders shaping the future 
of the global capital markets in-
dustry.

The conference agenda will 
feature keynote speeches, panel 
discussions, and strategic industry 
conversations addressing some of 
the most significant trends shap-
ing the future of global capital 
markets. Discussions will explore 
the increasing role of automa-
tion, artificial intelligence, and 
real-time market infrastructure 
in enhancing market resilience, 
strengthening operational con-
tinuity, improving trading effi-
ciency, and supporting long-term 
market sustainability. The confer-
ence will also provide a platform 
for industry leaders to exchange 
perspectives on emerging oppor-
tunities, regulatory developments, 
innovation, and the future direc-
tion of global trading ecosystems.

Commenting on the occasion, 

Shaikh Khalifa bin Ebrahim Al 
Khalifa, Chief Executive Officer 
of Bahrain Bourse, stated: “We 
are honoured to host ‘The Market 
2.0: Bahrain 2026’ conference in 
the Kingdom of Bahrain under 
the patronage of His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister. The conference 
reflects Bahrain Bourse’s contin-
ued commitment to supporting 
the development of Bahrain’s cap-
ital markets ecosystem and rein-
forcing the Kingdom’s position as 
a regional financial hub.

As financial markets continue 
to evolve rapidly, the conference 
will provide an important plat-
form for industry leaders, regu-
lators, investors, and technology 
providers to exchange insights, 
explore emerging trends, and 
discuss the future of trading and 
market infrastructure. Through 
this initiative, we aim to sup-
port innovation, collaboration, 

and sustainable growth across 
regional and international capital 
markets.”

Rami El-Dokany, Secretary 
General of the Arab Financial 
Markets commented, “The Mar-
ket 2.0 has become a strategic 
platform for advancing the tech-
nology agenda of Arab capital 
markets. As exchanges and mar-
ket infrastructures adapt to rapid 
developments in artificial intel-
ligence, automation, data, cloud, 
surveillance, and post-trade in-
novation, this event provides a 
focused forum to discuss how our 
Arab markets can become more 
efficient, resilient, connected, and 
future-ready. We are proud to 
partner once again with Bahrain 
Bourse in hosting this second con-
secutive edition in the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, building on the success 
of 2025 and the growing impor-
tance of technology in shaping 
the next phase of regional market 
development”.

TDT | Manama 



DARKNESS CANNOT DRIVE OUT DARKNESS: 
ONLY LIGHT CAN DO THAT. HATE CANNOT 
DRIVE OUT HATE: ONLY LOVE CAN DO THAT
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., A TESTAMENT 
OF HOPE: THE ESSENTIAL WRITING
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HISTORY
Dutch West India Company 
receives charter for the West 
Indies (the Americas, Caribbean 
and West Africa)

A mob of 60 from the Los Angeles Na-
val Reserve Armory beats up every-

one perceived to be Hispanic, starting 
the week-long Zoot Suit Riots

Ixtoc I rig in the Gulf of Mexico 
blows out, spilling 3 million bar-
rels of oil in one of the worst oil 
spills in history

Start of the Tiananmen Square 
crackdown as Chinese troops 

open fire on pro-democracy 
supporters in Beijing
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I’d like to express my 
deep appreciation to 

@cindymccain for her 
dedicated service as she 
steps down from her 
role as @WFPChief. I’m 
grateful for her steadfast 
commitment to the fight 
against global hunger & 
malnutrition, and I wish 
her all the very best in 
the future.

@antonioguterres

Ending #DRC’s Ebola 
outbreak will require 

sustained and close col-
laboration and coordina-
tion among all health and 
humanitarian partners to 
help the government and 
community overcome the 
health emergency.

@DrTedros

More than 500 per-
sonnel of the State 

E m e rg e n c y  S e r v i c e 
have been involved in 
dealing with the after-
math of Russia’s over-
night attack on our cit-
ies and communities. 
The main strike was 
on Kyiv, where dozens 
of residential buildings 
and other purely civil-
ian infrastructure were 
damaged again. Tragi-
cally, four people have 
been reported killed. My 
condolences to all their 
families and loved ones. 
At this moment, 38 peo-
ple are in hospitals in the 
capital, and all of them 
are receiving the neces-
sary care.

@ZelenskyyUa

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Israel-Lebanon talks 
begin in Washington

• Lebanon’s health 
ministry said on Tuesday 
that Israeli attacks had 
killed at least 3,468 
people since March 
2 -- an increase of 35 
compared to Monday.

• At least 26 Israeli 
soldiers and one 
civilian contractor 
have been killed over 
the same time frame.

AFP | Washington, United States

The ambassadors of Israel 
and Lebanon began a new 
round of direct talks in 

Washington yesterday after US 
President Donald Trump said he 
had received commitments from 
both sides to de-escalate.

The fourth meeting between 
representatives of the two coun-
tries, which do not have diplo-
matic relations, is taking place 
at the State Department and is 

scheduled to last two days.
Participants include Israel’s 

ambassador to the United States 
Yechiel Leiter and Lebanese en-
voy Nada Hamadeh Moawad, 
as well as Daniel Holler, a sen-
ior advisor to Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio.

None of the officials made any 
statements.

The talks come as Hezbollah 

and Israel continue to exchange 
fire, despite Trump announcing 
an agreement Monday to halt 
attacks.

Israel on Tuesday said it would 
continue targeting Hezbollah’s 
bastions in Beirut’s suburbs if 
the Iran-backed group continues 
to attack northern Israeli towns.

Recent days have seen a dra-
matic escalation in fighting 

and bombardment as Israeli 
troops stage their deepest in-
cursion into Lebanon in two  
decades.

Lebanon’s health ministry 
said Tuesday that Israeli strikes 
a day earlier near a hospital in 
the southern city of Tyre killed 
four people and wounded 127 
others, including 39 staff from 
the facility.

US Ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee, State Department Chief of Staff Daniel Holler, Deputy National Security Advisor 
Mike Needham, and US Ambassador to Lebanon Michel Issa attend a meeting with Israeli and Lebanese delegations at the 
State Department in Washington, DC

UN warns world to prepare 
for El Nino extreme weather

• The WMO says 
that even a moderate 
El Nino makes some 
weather and climate 
extremes more likely.

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

There is an 80-percent 
chance of the warming 
El Nino phenomenon 

developing between June and 
August, increasing the risk of 
extreme weather events, the 
World Meteorological Organi-
zation said Tuesday.

"Fuelled by unusually warm 
ocean waters in the tropical 
Pacific, El Nino conditions are 
developing and are set to influ-
ence global temperature and 
rainfall patterns," the United 
Nations' WMO weather and cli-
mate agency said.

Forecasts from the WMO 
global network "indicate a 
pronounced shift toward El 
Nino conditions, with prob-
abilities reaching 80 percent 
for June-August", the Gene-
va-based organisation said.

El Nino is a natural climate 
phenomenon that warms sur-

face temperatures in the central 
and eastern equatorial Pacif-
ic Ocean, bringing worldwide 
changes in winds, pressure and 
rainfall patterns.

It typically takes place every 
two to seven years and lasts 
around nine to 12 months.

Conditions oscillate between 
El Nino and its opposite La 
Nina, with neutral conditions 
in between.

The likelihood of El Nino de-
veloping by November is "near 
or above 90 percent", and most 
forecast models suggest it will 
be "at least moderate -- and pos-
sibly strong", the WMO said in 
its quarterly El Nino/La Nina 
update.

WMO chief Celeste Saulo said 
the world needed to get ready 
for an El Nino which could 
"exacerbate drought and heavy 
rainfall and increase the risk of 
heatwaves both on land and in 
the ocean".

The WMO says that even a 
moderate El Nino makes some 
weather and climate extremes 
more likely. The last El Nino 
contributed to making 2023 the 
second-hottest year on record 
and 2024 the all-time high at 
around 1.55C above the 1850-
1900 pre-industrial average.

India-Oman CEPA comes into force 
Trade between two countries expected to rise

ANI | New Delhi

The India-Oman Compre-
hensive Economic Partner-

ship Agreement (CEPA) comes 
into force from today, marking 
a significant milestone in bi-
lateral economic relations and 
providing Indian exporters 
with duty-free access across 
98.08 per cent of Oman’s tariff 
lines, covering 99.38 per cent of 
India’s export value.

The trade pact is expected 
to boost merchandise exports 
from India by improving market 
access for key sectors including 
engineering goods, pharma-
ceuticals, agriculture and pro-
cessed food products, marine 
products, textiles, chemicals, 
electronics, plastics, gems and 
jewellery.

Under the agreement, several 
Indian products will enjoy im-
mediate duty-free access to the 
Omani market. These include 
natural honey, cashew, boneless 
meat, bakery products, choc-
olate and sugar confectionery, 
mineral water, cheese, curd, 
milk, cream, frozen fish and 
butter.

The CEPA is also expected 
to benefit India’s exports of 
animal and vegetable fats and 
oils, which currently attract im-
port duties ranging between 5 
and 100 per cent in Oman. The 
agreement will further con-
solidate India’s position in the 
Omani market, including in sec-
tors such as egg exports, where 
duty-free access will strengthen 
competitiveness.

Beyond trade in goods, the 
agreement contains substantial 
commitments in services and 
mobility. It provides enhanced 
mobility provisions for Indian 
professionals, including tem-
porary stay commitments for 
intra-corporate transferees, 
contractual service suppliers, 
business visitors and independ-
ent professionals.

The pact also liberalises entry 
and stay norms for profession-
als in sectors such as account-
ancy, taxation, architecture 
and healthcare. In a major in-
vestment-related commitment, 
Oman has agreed to provide 
100 per cent foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) access for In-
dian companies in key services 
sectors.

According to the provisions 
of the agreement, Oman has 
also made its first-ever commit-
ment on traditional medicine in 
any trade pact. The deal further 
provides for faster marketing 
authorisations for pharmaceu-
tical products already approved 
by major international regula-
tors such as the US Food and 
Drug Administration (USFDA), 
the European Medicines Agen-
cy (EMA) and the UK Medicines 
and Healthcare Products Regu-
latory Agency (MHRA).

The CEPA is expected to gen-
erate gains for consumers and 
businesses in both countries. 
India has agreed to provide du-
ty-free access for up to 2,000 
tonnes of Omani dates annually, 
while concessions have also 

been extended to products such 
as Gum Arabic, used in food 
and medicines, frankincense 
used in the perfume industry, 
petrochemicals and marble  
blocks.

India and Oman have wit-
nessed steady growth in bilat-
eral trade over recent years. 
India imported USD 7.2 billion 
worth of goods from Oman in 
fiscal 2026, dominated by crude 
oil (USD 1.6 billion), liquefied 
natural gas (USD 1.2 billion), and 
fertilizers (USD 843 million).

The implementation of the 
CEPA is expected to further 
deepen economic engagement, 
enhance supply chain integra-
tion and create new opportu-
nities for trade, investment and 
services cooperation between 

the two countries.
Nearly 7 lakh Indian nation-

als reside in Oman, including 
Indian merchant families with 
a presence of over 200–300 
years, with annual remittances 
of around $2 billion. Over 6,000 
Indian establishments operate 
across sectors in the West Asian 
country. The agreement is part 
of India’s strategy to sign trade 
agreements with developed 
economies that don’t compete 
with its labour-intensive inter-
ests as well as provide opportu-
nities for businesses.

With India’s export share in 
Oman’s global imports basket at 
5.31% out of the latter’s global 
services imports of $12.52 bil-
lion, India’s Commerce Min-
istry has projected significant 
untapped potential for Indian 
service providers in sectors 
like Computer Related Servic-
es, Business and Professional 
Services, Audio-visual Services, 
Research and Development, 
Education and Health Servic-
es to promote high-value job 
creation and support commer-
cial engagement between both 
countries.

For the first time, Oman has 
offered wide-ranging commit-
ments like an increase in quota 
for Intra-Corporate Transfer-
ees from 20% to 50%, with a 
longer permitted duration of 
stay for Contractual Service 
Suppliers extended from the 
existing 90 days to two years, 
and the possibility of a further 
two-year extension.

WHO reports 
sharp drop 
in suspected 
Ebola cases 
from 906 to 
116
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The WHO yesterday dra-
matically scaled back 

the number of suspect-
ed Ebola cases in central 
Africa to 116, down from 
more than 900 previous-
ly, with 330 cases now  
confirmed.

As of May 31, the World 
Health Organization said 
116 suspected cases of the 
deadly virus had been 
registered in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo 
-- down from 906 late last  
week.

Some 321 cases have now 
been confirmed in the DR 
Congo, including 48 deaths, 
while nine confirmed cas-
es have been registered in 
neighbouring Uganda, in-
cluding one fatality.

While some suspected 
cases have been confirmed, 
many more “have been 
cleared out” from the data 
after having been shown to 
have other diseases with 
similar early symptoms or 
an unlinked fever, said WHO 
spokesman Christian Lind-
meier.

Despite explosion Blue Origin CEO 
says rocket to fly before year-end
AFP | Washington, United 
States

The CEO of Blue Origin 
vowed its New Glenn 

rocket “will fly again before 
the end of this year” after a 
recent ground test ended in a 
massive fireball that damaged 
the launch platform.

That ambitious promise 
from CEO David Limp, an-
nounced in a post late Monday 
on X, follows last week’s colos-
sal explosion at Cape Canaver-
al, Florida.

It was a major setback for 
Blue Origin, the company 
founded by billionaire Jeff Be-
zos, but also NASA, which was 
counting on the firm to col-
laborate on upcoming Moon 
missions.

NASA administrator Jared 
Isaacman meanwhile told 
CNBC that it would “take some 
serious time to repair” the 
launch pad.

He later said on X that 2028, 
when New Glenn is slated to 
carry out lunar rover deliv-
eries, “should be well within 
what is possible for pad re-
covery.”

Blue Origin’s setback came 
at a crucial moment for the 
company, which is seeking to 
rival Elon Musk’s SpaceX.

The Bezos company’s New 

Glenn rocket is meant to par-
ticipate in NASA’s Artemis lu-
nar program, delivering both 
landers and cargo.

SpaceX has seen its own 
challenges in recent months, 
and Blue Origin had emerged 
as a promising alternative for 
NASA.

But New Glenn is key. With 
its explosion coming shortly 
after a malfunction that caused 
a recent satellite mission 
failure, the anomalies could 
disrupt NASA’s tight mission 
schedule.

NASA is aiming to test an 
in-orbit rendezvous between 
a spacecraft and one or two 
lunar landers in 2027 as part 
of Artemis III, and carry out a 
crewed lunar landing before 
the end of 2028, before the 
end of US President Donald 
Trump’s time in office.

Hong Kong arrests parents 
who refused DNA test for baby
AFP | Hong Kong, China

Hong Kong authorities 
have arrested a couple on 

suspicion of child neglect after 
they refused to provide DNA 
test results for a baby boy they 
said had been born at home, 
the city's security chief said 
on Tuesday.

The unmarried couple said 
the child had been born two 
months ago but had not yet re-
ceived a birth certificate, local 
media reported.

They had previously said 
they refused to provide DNA 
test results for birth registra-
tion, citing privacy and reli-
gion as reasons.

On Tuesday Secretary for 
Security Chris Tang denied it 
was a privacy issue and called 
on the couple to provide evi-
dence that they are the boy's 
biological parents.

"At this point, the mother 
has not been able to provide 
any records of her prenatal 
checkups or any medical con-
sultations," he told reporters.

She had also refused to pro-
vide photos taken while she 
was pregnant, he added.

"With the baby's welfare as 
a starting point, we will first 
send the baby to the hospital 
for a medical exam," Tang said.

The couple have also said 
that Swedish authorities have 
taken custody of their older 
daughter during an illegal stay 
in Sweden in 2023.

Their Facebook page cam-
paigning for her return drew 
attention to the current Hong 
Kong case.

Newborns must be regis-
tered within 42 days after birth 
under Hong Kong law.

Anyone found guilty of child 
neglect faces up to 10 years in 
prison.

CEO David Limp

UK sets target to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions by 87% by 2040
AFP | London, United Kingdom

The UK government yes-
terday set a legal target of 

cutting greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 87 percent by 2040, an 
additional intermediate goal.

The country has already 
fixed an objective of reduc-
ing emissions by 68 percent by 
2030 and at least 81 percent by 
2035, compared to 1990 levels, 
and is aiming to be carbon neu-
tral by the middle of the centu-
ry. The announcement comes 

as Energy Security and Net 
Zero Minister Ed Miliband 
said the UK faced “the second 
fossil fuel shock of the dec-
ade”, a reference to Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine in 2022 
followed in February by the 
United States war with Iran.

The government would set 
out its plan for implement-
ing the objective in coming 
months, in line with the Paris 
Agreement aim to keep global 
warming to 1.5C, a ministry 
statement added.

Israel, Hezbollah trade blows despite Trump declaring deal

Rubio says Mojtaba Khamenei 
alive and ‘increasingly engaging’
AFP | Washington, United States

US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said yesterday that 

Iran’s supreme leader Mojtaba 
Khamenei, who was wounded 
in US-Israeli attacks and has not 
been seen in public since assum-
ing office, is alive and increasing-
ly active.

“I think there are indications 
out there that he is increasingly 
engaging at some level,” Rubio 
told the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee.

Mojtaba Khamenei, 56, suc-
ceeded his father Ali Khame-
nei, who was killed in the first 
wave of US-Israeli strikes that 
launched the war on February 
28.

Rubio was testifying in front 
of the Senate panel as talks on 
ending the three-month-old war 
that has engulfed the Middle 
East and triggered a global en-
ergy crisis have stalled.

Rubio expressed hope for a 
deal with Iran, while insisting 

that Tehran must severely limit 
its nuclear program in order to 
see sanctions lifted.

“There is the prospect before 
us, which could happen today, it 
could happen tomorrow, it could 
happen next week,” Rubio said.

Rubio said that Tehran must 
agree to reopen the Strait of Hor-
muz, a key shipping channel for 
Gulf oil and gas.

“They have to announce very 
clearly ‘The straits are now open, 
we’re not charging a toll’.”  We 
will help remove the mines that 
they put in there, and they will 
not fire on ships.”

Additionally, he said: “They 
have to agree on negotiating se-
vere and long-term limitations 
and/or cancellation of enrich-
ment activity.”

Rubio continued: “Iran is be-
ing sanctioned because they’ve 
highly enriched uranium, Iran 
is being sanctioned because of 
their nuclear activities, if they 
agree to give up those things, 
there will be sanctions relief.”

25 km
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STRAIT OF HORMUZ
Iran claims area of control
extending to Emirati waters
Map data: OSM, Jaxa, Gebco, NASA
Source: map of Persian Gulf Strait Authority (PGSA)
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Trump signs AI order giving government access to powerful models
Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
signed an executive order 

Tuesday creating a voluntary 
framework under which AI de-
velopers could share advanced 
models with the government 
before public release.

The central provision allows 

companies such as OpenAI, 
Google or Anthropic to give the 
government access to their most 
powerful models for up to 30 
days before planned release.

The order was triggered 
by concerns over Anthropic’s 
Mythos model, which the AI 
startup has refused to release 
publicly due to its ability to ex-

pose vulnera-
bilities in com-
puter systems 
-- including 
t h o s e  o f 
banks, gov-
e r n m e n t s 
and hospi-
tals.

The order was triggered by concerns over 
Anthropic’s Mythos model, which the AI startup 

has refused to release publicly.
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Dutch West India Company 
receives charter for the West 
Indies (the Americas, Caribbean 
and West Africa)

A mob of 60 from the Los Angeles Na-
val Reserve Armory beats up every-

one perceived to be Hispanic, starting 
the week-long Zoot Suit Riots

Ixtoc I rig in the Gulf of Mexico 
blows out, spilling 3 million bar-
rels of oil in one of the worst oil 
spills in history

Start of the Tiananmen Square 
crackdown as Chinese troops 

open fire on pro-democracy 
supporters in Beijing
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I’d like to express my 
deep appreciation to 

@cindymccain for her 
dedicated service as she 
steps down from her 
role as @WFPChief. I’m 
grateful for her steadfast 
commitment to the fight 
against global hunger & 
malnutrition, and I wish 
her all the very best in 
the future.

@antonioguterres

Ending #DRC’s Ebola 
outbreak will require 

sustained and close col-
laboration and coordina-
tion among all health and 
humanitarian partners to 
help the government and 
community overcome the 
health emergency.

@DrTedros

More than 500 per-
sonnel of the State 

E m e rg e n c y  S e r v i c e 
have been involved in 
dealing with the after-
math of Russia’s over-
night attack on our cit-
ies and communities. 
The main strike was 
on Kyiv, where dozens 
of residential buildings 
and other purely civil-
ian infrastructure were 
damaged again. Tragi-
cally, four people have 
been reported killed. My 
condolences to all their 
families and loved ones. 
At this moment, 38 peo-
ple are in hospitals in the 
capital, and all of them 
are receiving the neces-
sary care.

@ZelenskyyUa

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Israel-Lebanon talks 
begin in Washington

• Lebanon’s health 
ministry said on Tuesday 
that Israeli attacks had 
killed at least 3,468 
people since March 
2 -- an increase of 35 
compared to Monday.

• At least 26 Israeli 
soldiers and one 
civilian contractor 
have been killed over 
the same time frame.

AFP | Washington, United States

The ambassadors of Israel 
and Lebanon began a new 
round of direct talks in 

Washington yesterday after US 
President Donald Trump said he 
had received commitments from 
both sides to de-escalate.

The fourth meeting between 
representatives of the two coun-
tries, which do not have diplo-
matic relations, is taking place 
at the State Department and is 

scheduled to last two days.
Participants include Israel’s 

ambassador to the United States 
Yechiel Leiter and Lebanese en-
voy Nada Hamadeh Moawad, 
as well as Daniel Holler, a sen-
ior advisor to Secretary of State 
Marco Rubio.

None of the officials made any 
statements.

The talks come as Hezbollah 

and Israel continue to exchange 
fire, despite Trump announcing 
an agreement Monday to halt 
attacks.

Israel on Tuesday said it would 
continue targeting Hezbollah’s 
bastions in Beirut’s suburbs if 
the Iran-backed group continues 
to attack northern Israeli towns.

Recent days have seen a dra-
matic escalation in fighting 

and bombardment as Israeli 
troops stage their deepest in-
cursion into Lebanon in two  
decades.

Lebanon’s health ministry 
said Tuesday that Israeli strikes 
a day earlier near a hospital in 
the southern city of Tyre killed 
four people and wounded 127 
others, including 39 staff from 
the facility.

US Ambassador to Israel Mike Huckabee, State Department Chief of Staff Daniel Holler, Deputy National Security Advisor 
Mike Needham, and US Ambassador to Lebanon Michel Issa attend a meeting with Israeli and Lebanese delegations at the 
State Department in Washington, DC

UN warns world to prepare 
for El Nino extreme weather

• The WMO says 
that even a moderate 
El Nino makes some 
weather and climate 
extremes more likely.

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

There is an 80-percent 
chance of the warming 
El Nino phenomenon 

developing between June and 
August, increasing the risk of 
extreme weather events, the 
World Meteorological Organi-
zation said Tuesday.

"Fuelled by unusually warm 
ocean waters in the tropical 
Pacific, El Nino conditions are 
developing and are set to influ-
ence global temperature and 
rainfall patterns," the United 
Nations' WMO weather and cli-
mate agency said.

Forecasts from the WMO 
global network "indicate a 
pronounced shift toward El 
Nino conditions, with prob-
abilities reaching 80 percent 
for June-August", the Gene-
va-based organisation said.

El Nino is a natural climate 
phenomenon that warms sur-

face temperatures in the central 
and eastern equatorial Pacif-
ic Ocean, bringing worldwide 
changes in winds, pressure and 
rainfall patterns.

It typically takes place every 
two to seven years and lasts 
around nine to 12 months.

Conditions oscillate between 
El Nino and its opposite La 
Nina, with neutral conditions 
in between.

The likelihood of El Nino de-
veloping by November is "near 
or above 90 percent", and most 
forecast models suggest it will 
be "at least moderate -- and pos-
sibly strong", the WMO said in 
its quarterly El Nino/La Nina 
update.

WMO chief Celeste Saulo said 
the world needed to get ready 
for an El Nino which could 
"exacerbate drought and heavy 
rainfall and increase the risk of 
heatwaves both on land and in 
the ocean".

The WMO says that even a 
moderate El Nino makes some 
weather and climate extremes 
more likely. The last El Nino 
contributed to making 2023 the 
second-hottest year on record 
and 2024 the all-time high at 
around 1.55C above the 1850-
1900 pre-industrial average.

India-Oman CEPA comes into force 
Trade between two countries expected to rise

ANI | New Delhi

The India-Oman Compre-
hensive Economic Partner-

ship Agreement (CEPA) comes 
into force from today, marking 
a significant milestone in bi-
lateral economic relations and 
providing Indian exporters 
with duty-free access across 
98.08 per cent of Oman’s tariff 
lines, covering 99.38 per cent of 
India’s export value.

The trade pact is expected 
to boost merchandise exports 
from India by improving market 
access for key sectors including 
engineering goods, pharma-
ceuticals, agriculture and pro-
cessed food products, marine 
products, textiles, chemicals, 
electronics, plastics, gems and 
jewellery.

Under the agreement, several 
Indian products will enjoy im-
mediate duty-free access to the 
Omani market. These include 
natural honey, cashew, boneless 
meat, bakery products, choc-
olate and sugar confectionery, 
mineral water, cheese, curd, 
milk, cream, frozen fish and 
butter.

The CEPA is also expected 
to benefit India’s exports of 
animal and vegetable fats and 
oils, which currently attract im-
port duties ranging between 5 
and 100 per cent in Oman. The 
agreement will further con-
solidate India’s position in the 
Omani market, including in sec-
tors such as egg exports, where 
duty-free access will strengthen 
competitiveness.

Beyond trade in goods, the 
agreement contains substantial 
commitments in services and 
mobility. It provides enhanced 
mobility provisions for Indian 
professionals, including tem-
porary stay commitments for 
intra-corporate transferees, 
contractual service suppliers, 
business visitors and independ-
ent professionals.

The pact also liberalises entry 
and stay norms for profession-
als in sectors such as account-
ancy, taxation, architecture 
and healthcare. In a major in-
vestment-related commitment, 
Oman has agreed to provide 
100 per cent foreign direct in-
vestment (FDI) access for In-
dian companies in key services 
sectors.

According to the provisions 
of the agreement, Oman has 
also made its first-ever commit-
ment on traditional medicine in 
any trade pact. The deal further 
provides for faster marketing 
authorisations for pharmaceu-
tical products already approved 
by major international regula-
tors such as the US Food and 
Drug Administration (USFDA), 
the European Medicines Agen-
cy (EMA) and the UK Medicines 
and Healthcare Products Regu-
latory Agency (MHRA).

The CEPA is expected to gen-
erate gains for consumers and 
businesses in both countries. 
India has agreed to provide du-
ty-free access for up to 2,000 
tonnes of Omani dates annually, 
while concessions have also 

been extended to products such 
as Gum Arabic, used in food 
and medicines, frankincense 
used in the perfume industry, 
petrochemicals and marble  
blocks.

India and Oman have wit-
nessed steady growth in bilat-
eral trade over recent years. 
India imported USD 7.2 billion 
worth of goods from Oman in 
fiscal 2026, dominated by crude 
oil (USD 1.6 billion), liquefied 
natural gas (USD 1.2 billion), and 
fertilizers (USD 843 million).

The implementation of the 
CEPA is expected to further 
deepen economic engagement, 
enhance supply chain integra-
tion and create new opportu-
nities for trade, investment and 
services cooperation between 

the two countries.
Nearly 7 lakh Indian nation-

als reside in Oman, including 
Indian merchant families with 
a presence of over 200–300 
years, with annual remittances 
of around $2 billion. Over 6,000 
Indian establishments operate 
across sectors in the West Asian 
country. The agreement is part 
of India’s strategy to sign trade 
agreements with developed 
economies that don’t compete 
with its labour-intensive inter-
ests as well as provide opportu-
nities for businesses.

With India’s export share in 
Oman’s global imports basket at 
5.31% out of the latter’s global 
services imports of $12.52 bil-
lion, India’s Commerce Min-
istry has projected significant 
untapped potential for Indian 
service providers in sectors 
like Computer Related Servic-
es, Business and Professional 
Services, Audio-visual Services, 
Research and Development, 
Education and Health Servic-
es to promote high-value job 
creation and support commer-
cial engagement between both 
countries.

For the first time, Oman has 
offered wide-ranging commit-
ments like an increase in quota 
for Intra-Corporate Transfer-
ees from 20% to 50%, with a 
longer permitted duration of 
stay for Contractual Service 
Suppliers extended from the 
existing 90 days to two years, 
and the possibility of a further 
two-year extension.

WHO reports 
sharp drop 
in suspected 
Ebola cases 
from 906 to 
116
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The WHO yesterday dra-
matically scaled back 

the number of suspect-
ed Ebola cases in central 
Africa to 116, down from 
more than 900 previous-
ly, with 330 cases now  
confirmed.

As of May 31, the World 
Health Organization said 
116 suspected cases of the 
deadly virus had been 
registered in the Demo-
cratic Republic of Congo 
-- down from 906 late last  
week.

Some 321 cases have now 
been confirmed in the DR 
Congo, including 48 deaths, 
while nine confirmed cas-
es have been registered in 
neighbouring Uganda, in-
cluding one fatality.

While some suspected 
cases have been confirmed, 
many more “have been 
cleared out” from the data 
after having been shown to 
have other diseases with 
similar early symptoms or 
an unlinked fever, said WHO 
spokesman Christian Lind-
meier.

Despite explosion Blue Origin CEO 
says rocket to fly before year-end
AFP | Washington, United 
States

The CEO of Blue Origin 
vowed its New Glenn 

rocket “will fly again before 
the end of this year” after a 
recent ground test ended in a 
massive fireball that damaged 
the launch platform.

That ambitious promise 
from CEO David Limp, an-
nounced in a post late Monday 
on X, follows last week’s colos-
sal explosion at Cape Canaver-
al, Florida.

It was a major setback for 
Blue Origin, the company 
founded by billionaire Jeff Be-
zos, but also NASA, which was 
counting on the firm to col-
laborate on upcoming Moon 
missions.

NASA administrator Jared 
Isaacman meanwhile told 
CNBC that it would “take some 
serious time to repair” the 
launch pad.

He later said on X that 2028, 
when New Glenn is slated to 
carry out lunar rover deliv-
eries, “should be well within 
what is possible for pad re-
covery.”

Blue Origin’s setback came 
at a crucial moment for the 
company, which is seeking to 
rival Elon Musk’s SpaceX.

The Bezos company’s New 

Glenn rocket is meant to par-
ticipate in NASA’s Artemis lu-
nar program, delivering both 
landers and cargo.

SpaceX has seen its own 
challenges in recent months, 
and Blue Origin had emerged 
as a promising alternative for 
NASA.

But New Glenn is key. With 
its explosion coming shortly 
after a malfunction that caused 
a recent satellite mission 
failure, the anomalies could 
disrupt NASA’s tight mission 
schedule.

NASA is aiming to test an 
in-orbit rendezvous between 
a spacecraft and one or two 
lunar landers in 2027 as part 
of Artemis III, and carry out a 
crewed lunar landing before 
the end of 2028, before the 
end of US President Donald 
Trump’s time in office.

Hong Kong arrests parents 
who refused DNA test for baby
AFP | Hong Kong, China

Hong Kong authorities 
have arrested a couple on 

suspicion of child neglect after 
they refused to provide DNA 
test results for a baby boy they 
said had been born at home, 
the city's security chief said 
on Tuesday.

The unmarried couple said 
the child had been born two 
months ago but had not yet re-
ceived a birth certificate, local 
media reported.

They had previously said 
they refused to provide DNA 
test results for birth registra-
tion, citing privacy and reli-
gion as reasons.

On Tuesday Secretary for 
Security Chris Tang denied it 
was a privacy issue and called 
on the couple to provide evi-
dence that they are the boy's 
biological parents.

"At this point, the mother 
has not been able to provide 
any records of her prenatal 
checkups or any medical con-
sultations," he told reporters.

She had also refused to pro-
vide photos taken while she 
was pregnant, he added.

"With the baby's welfare as 
a starting point, we will first 
send the baby to the hospital 
for a medical exam," Tang said.

The couple have also said 
that Swedish authorities have 
taken custody of their older 
daughter during an illegal stay 
in Sweden in 2023.

Their Facebook page cam-
paigning for her return drew 
attention to the current Hong 
Kong case.

Newborns must be regis-
tered within 42 days after birth 
under Hong Kong law.

Anyone found guilty of child 
neglect faces up to 10 years in 
prison.

CEO David Limp

UK sets target to cut greenhouse 
gas emissions by 87% by 2040
AFP | London, United Kingdom

The UK government yes-
terday set a legal target of 

cutting greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 87 percent by 2040, an 
additional intermediate goal.

The country has already 
fixed an objective of reduc-
ing emissions by 68 percent by 
2030 and at least 81 percent by 
2035, compared to 1990 levels, 
and is aiming to be carbon neu-
tral by the middle of the centu-
ry. The announcement comes 

as Energy Security and Net 
Zero Minister Ed Miliband 
said the UK faced “the second 
fossil fuel shock of the dec-
ade”, a reference to Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine in 2022 
followed in February by the 
United States war with Iran.

The government would set 
out its plan for implement-
ing the objective in coming 
months, in line with the Paris 
Agreement aim to keep global 
warming to 1.5C, a ministry 
statement added.

Israel, Hezbollah trade blows despite Trump declaring deal

Rubio says Mojtaba Khamenei 
alive and ‘increasingly engaging’
AFP | Washington, United States

US Secretary of State Marco 
Rubio said yesterday that 

Iran’s supreme leader Mojtaba 
Khamenei, who was wounded 
in US-Israeli attacks and has not 
been seen in public since assum-
ing office, is alive and increasing-
ly active.

“I think there are indications 
out there that he is increasingly 
engaging at some level,” Rubio 
told the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee.

Mojtaba Khamenei, 56, suc-
ceeded his father Ali Khame-
nei, who was killed in the first 
wave of US-Israeli strikes that 
launched the war on February 
28.

Rubio was testifying in front 
of the Senate panel as talks on 
ending the three-month-old war 
that has engulfed the Middle 
East and triggered a global en-
ergy crisis have stalled.

Rubio expressed hope for a 
deal with Iran, while insisting 

that Tehran must severely limit 
its nuclear program in order to 
see sanctions lifted.

“There is the prospect before 
us, which could happen today, it 
could happen tomorrow, it could 
happen next week,” Rubio said.

Rubio said that Tehran must 
agree to reopen the Strait of Hor-
muz, a key shipping channel for 
Gulf oil and gas.

“They have to announce very 
clearly ‘The straits are now open, 
we’re not charging a toll’.”  We 
will help remove the mines that 
they put in there, and they will 
not fire on ships.”

Additionally, he said: “They 
have to agree on negotiating se-
vere and long-term limitations 
and/or cancellation of enrich-
ment activity.”

Rubio continued: “Iran is be-
ing sanctioned because they’ve 
highly enriched uranium, Iran 
is being sanctioned because of 
their nuclear activities, if they 
agree to give up those things, 
there will be sanctions relief.”

25 km

QeshmQeshm

STRAIT OF HORMUZ
Iran claims area of control
extending to Emirati waters
Map data: OSM, Jaxa, Gebco, NASA
Source: map of Persian Gulf Strait Authority (PGSA)
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Trump signs AI order giving government access to powerful models
Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
signed an executive order 

Tuesday creating a voluntary 
framework under which AI de-
velopers could share advanced 
models with the government 
before public release.

The central provision allows 

companies such as OpenAI, 
Google or Anthropic to give the 
government access to their most 
powerful models for up to 30 
days before planned release.

The order was triggered 
by concerns over Anthropic’s 
Mythos model, which the AI 
startup has refused to release 
publicly due to its ability to ex-

pose vulnera-
bilities in com-
puter systems 
-- including 
t h o s e  o f 
banks, gov-
e r n m e n t s 
and hospi-
tals.

The order was triggered by concerns over 
Anthropic’s Mythos model, which the AI startup 

has refused to release publicly.
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'I can't breathe'
Outrage after UK police handcuff dying student

• A judge on Monday 
jailed his killer, 23-year-
old Sikh Vickrum Digwa, 
for at least 21 years

• One officer can be 
heard asking Nowak: 
“You’ve been stabbed, 
whereabouts?” before 
adding: “Don’t think 
you have, mate.”

• American tech 
tycoon Elon Musk 
has posted on X an 
offer to fund a private 
prosecution against 
the police over its 
handling of the murder.

AFP | Southampton, United 
Kingdom

Body camera footage of a 
dying student who was 
handcuffed by British 

police after being stabbed by a 
Sikh man and falsely accused 
of racially abusing his murderer 
sparked outrage yesterday. 

Eighteen-year-old Henry 
Nowak is heard repeatedly tell-
ing police "I can't breathe" in 
the footage captured as he lay 
mortally wounded in December 
after a night out with his foot-
ball team members.

A judge on Monday jailed his 
killer, 23-year-old Sikh Vickrum 
Digwa, for at least 21 years for 
stabbing Nowak to death with a 
ceremonial knife with a 21cm (8 
inch) blade.

When police arrived at the 
scene in the south coast city of 
Southampton, Digwa lied to of-
ficers, telling them Nowak had 
racially insulted him and that he 

was the victim.
The footage, which was 

played during Digwa's trial, 
shows police accepting the ag-
gressor's accusation, and rather 
than helping Nowak initially 
placing him in handcuffs de-
spite his pleas that he had been 
stabbed and could not breathe.

One officer can be heard 

asking Nowak: "You've been 
stabbed, whereabouts?" before 
adding: "Don't think you have, 
mate."

Moments later the young 
student collapsed and became 
unconscious.

Speaking after Digwa was 
sentenced at Southampton 
Crown Court, Nowak's father 
Mark described the police treat-
ment of his son as "shocking".

He called Nowak's treatment 
"inhumane and degrading... his 
murderer, however, was afford-
ed decency. He was believed".

The family gave permission 
for police to release the bodyc-
am footage.

Prime Minister Keir Starmer 
condemned the "awful, shock-
ing case" on X on Monday, say-
ing it was right the independent 
police complaints watchdog was 
investigating officers' "response 
to (Nowak's) senseless murder".

Main opposition Conservative 
Party leader Kemi Badenoch 
and far-right Reform UK leader 

Nigel Farage called for changes 
to police diversity policies.

Farage said there needed to be 
an end to "anti-white prejudice" 
and recognition that "white 
lives matter".

American tech tycooon Elon 
Musk has posted on X an offer 
to fund a private prosecution 
against the police over its han-
dling of the murder.

Digwa was due in court again 
Tuesday with his brother, Gur-
preet Digwa, 27, and his father, 
Moga Singh, 52, on weapons of-
fences. All three face charges of 
possession of offensive weapons 
including a flick knife, an ex-
tendable baton, knuckledusters, 
a machete, swords and kusaris.

Digwa's family apologised to 
Nowak's family for the killing 
and for bringing the Sikh com-
munity into "disrepute".

The convicted killer's moth-
er, Kiran Kaur, 53, will be sen-
tenced on July 17 for assisting 
an offender by taking the knife 
back to the family home.

18-year-old student Henry Nowak being handcuffed by police before his death, following a false claim of racial abuse, in 
Southampton, south England.

Vickrum Digwa

Trump names inexperienced ally 
as intelligence director
AFP | Washington, United 
States

US President Donald Trump 
appointed a loyalist with 

no national security experi-
ence as head of US intelligence 
on Tuesday -- and said he 
would also retain his existing 
jobs overseeing federal hous-
ing and mortgage policies.

Federal Housing Finance 
Agency chief Bill Pulte, who 
also leads the mortgage giants 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, 
was named as the acting di-
rector of national intelligence, 
replacing Tulsi Gabbard.

Gabbard, herself a contro-
versial pick for the job, re-
signed in late May, ending a 
tenure that saw her appear to 
be at odds with Trump over his 
war on Iran.

“William has deep expe-
rience managing the most 
sensitive matters in America, 
the safety and soundness of 
the Markets,” said Trump in a 
post on his Truth Social plat-
form, adding that Pulte would 
continue to serve in his hous-
ing-related roles.

Pulte, 38, is an outspoken 
ally of the president who has 
been known for publicly at-
tacking Trump’s political ene-
mies, with some US media de-
scribing him as the president’s 
“attack dog.”

Pulte has accused Trump’s 
political enemies, including 
Democratic Senator Adam 
Schiff and New York Attorney 
General Letitia James, of falsi-
fying documents on mortgage 
applications.

He has also championed the 
mortgage fraud case against 
US Federal Reserve Governor 
Lisa Cook, based upon which 
Trump attempted to fire the 
monetary policy maker.

Bill Pulte

Pope names first lay woman to 
head Vatican department
AFP | Vatican City, Holy See

Pope Leo XIV yesterday 
named a Mexico-born 

news executive to head up the 
Vatican's powerful communi-
cations department -- the first 
lay woman to hold a post in the 
Roman Curia.

Maria Montserrat Alvara-
do, currently president of the 
Catholic media outlet EWTN 
News, will take up her post on 
November 1, the Vatican 
said in a statement.

She was born in 
Mexico City and 
studied in the Unit-
ed States.

Va t i ca n  New s 
said the appoint-
ment was "con-
t i n u i n g  t h e 
path of reform 
and renewal 
initiated by 
Pope Francis", 
Leo's prede-
cessor.

"Alvarado 
is  the  f irst 
non-religious 
wo m a n  t o  b e 
appointed pre-

fect of a dicastery of the Holy 
See," the Vatican news service 
report said.

The Dicastery for Commu-
nication oversees the Vatican's 
vast print, radio and television 
services, which broadcast to a 
global audience.

It also runs the Vatican press 
office.

In the months before he died 
on April 21 last year, Francis 
named two nuns to key Vatican 

positions and criticised a 
"chauvinistic mentali-

ty" within the Catholic 
Church.

S i s t e r  R a f f a e l l a 
Petrini became presi-
dent of the governo-
rate of the Vatican 

City state and 
Sister  Simo -

na Brambilla 
was named 
head of the 
Vatican de-
p a r t m e n t 
overseeing 
the world's 
C a t h o l i c 
r e l i g i o u s 

orders  and 
congregations.

Bear goes on rampage in 
Japan, injuring four people
AFP | Tokyo, Japan

A bear attack left four peo-
ple injured in two facto-

ries and a residential area in 
northern Japan’s Fukushima 
on Tuesday, police and media 
reports said.

A record 13 people were 
killed by bears in Japan last 
year, and there has been a 
jump in sightings as the ani-
mals emerge hungry from hi-
bernation.

“A bear-related human 
injury incident... 
occurred in Fukus-
hima City, injuring 
four people,” the 
prefectural police 
said in a statement.

The bear was first 
spotted in a car parts 

factory, prompting an emer-
gency call explaining that 
“employees had been bitten”, 
the Yomiuri Shimbun daily 
reported citing police and fire 
department officials.

As the bear continued its 
rampage, two other people 
were injured, one in a resi-
dential area and the other on 
the premises of an electronic 
equipment manufacturer near-
by, the Yomiuri said, adding 
that the animal was thought 

to have remained inside 
the factory.

The report said 
one of those attacked 
was heavily injured, 
while the rest suf-
fered only mild in-
juries.

Exoplanets can have magnetic fields, 'hot Jupiter' winds reveal
AFP | Paris, France

Planets beyond our solar sys-
tem can have magnetic fields 

similar to those closer to home, 
astronomers said Tuesday after 
observing extreme winds on 
scorching worlds known as "hot 
Jupiters".

The observations offer the 
strongest evidence yet of mag-
netic fields outside our cosmic 
backyard, a subject which has 
long eluded scientists.

"It's the first time we can com-
pare the magnetic environments 
of other worlds -- a key step to-
ward ultimately understanding 
which planets can stay alive, 
keep their water, and perhaps 
even, one day, host life as we 
know it," said astronomer Julia 
Seidel of France's Cote d'Azur 
Observatory.

By deflecting the charged 
particles that bombard plan-
ets, magnetic fields play a "very 
complex role in atmospheric 
retention," Seidel, the lead au-
thor of a new study in Nature 
Astronomy, told AFP.

In our solar system, Earth, 
Jupiter and Saturn have active 
magnetic fields -- but Venus and 
Mars do not.

However exactly what is 

happening on far-away worlds 
known as exoplanets is difficult 
to measure.

Seidel and her colleagues did 
not originally intend to measure 
magnetic fields, but instead set 
out to look into wind.

The team studied seven "hot 
Jupiters", gas giants where 
temperatures can hit nearly 

2,000 degrees Celsius. They 
have "compositions completely 
unknown in our solar system," 
Seidel explained.

These planets are so close to 
their stars that they are tidally 
locked.

This means they always have 
one side facing their star -- sim-
ilar to how the same side of the 

Moon always faces Earth.
So it will always be a blis-

teringly hot day on one side of 
these planets, while the other 
sits in eternal night.

This extreme difference cre-
ates very violent winds, ranging 
from 7,200 to 25,000 kilometres 
(4,475 to 15,500 miles) an hour, 
the scientists found.
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    Australia became 
the first country to 

pass a nationwide law 
banning social media 

access for children 
under 16 in 2025.

KNOW

BETTER

Venezuela’s 
Rodriguez to 
visit India as 
oil imports 
rise
AFP | New Delhi, India

Venezuela ’s  interim 
President Delcy Rodri-

guez will travel to India to-
day for a five-day visit, the 
foreign ministry said, as 
New Delhi scales up crude 
imports from Caracas.

I n d i a ,  t h e  w o r l d ’ s 
third-largest oil buyer, has 
revived crude supplies 
from Venezuela to blunt a 
sharp crude shortfall from 
the crisis-ridden Middle  
East.

Rodriguez will be accom-
panied by several ministers 
and will hold meetings with 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, said foreign min-
istry spokesman Randhir 
Jaiswal.

“Acting President Rod-
riguez will hold bilateral 
discussions with the Prime 
Minister covering the full 
spectrum of India-Venezue-
la relations and exploring 
avenues for further coop-
eration in energy, trade, in-
vestment, pharmaceuticals, 
healthcare, transportation, 
and renewable energy,” 
Jaiswal told reporters Tues-
day.

‘Endless scrolling’: Sweden 
mulls under-15s social media ban
• The Scandinavian 
country’s government 
appointed the 
commission in the 
autumn to assess 
introducing a 
minimum age for 
social media access

AFP | Stockholm, Sweden

A Swedish government 
commission proposed 
on Tuesday banning 

under-15s from accessing so-
cial media, adding to the list of 
countries considering similar 
measures to tackle the harms of 
the internet on children.

“We are in the process of los-
ing an entire generation to end-
less scrolling,” Public Health 
Minister Jakob Forssmed told a 
press conference.

The Scandinavian country’s 
government appointed the com-

mission in the autumn to assess 
introducing a minimum age 
for social media access, which 
would affect platforms includ-
ing Snapchat, Instagram, Face-

book, TikTok and YouTube.
Commission head Lisa Eng-

lund Krafft recommended set-
ting the age floor at 15, with the 
body proposing the limit come 

into force on January 1, 2028.
While the likes of Facebook 

and TikTok would be required 
to verify their users’ ages, video 
games popular with children 

such as Roblox, Minecraft and 
Fortnite would be exempt.

In December 2025, Australia 
became the first country to ban 
social media for children in a bid 
to protect them from the effects 
of the internet on their mental 
health -- so far to mixed results.

Brazil and Indonesia are 
among the countries to have 
followed suit, while many Eu-
ropean nations are considering 
similar bans.

Anthropic expands access to powerful Mythos AI model
AFP | New York, United States

Anthropic yesterday gave ap-
proximately 150 organiza-

tions around the world access 
to Mythos, its powerful new AI 
model whose rapid ability to 
identify weaknesses in comput-
er security has sparked global 
concern.

The California AI company 
had initially restricted access 
to Mythos in early April, after 
tests showed the model was 
extraordinarily good at finding 
security holes in software code 
-- identifying thousands of them 
in a short period of time.

At first, only around 50 part-
ners -- mostly US companies 
-- were brought into the pro-
gram called Project Glasswing 
to test the model’s powers be-
fore it could be weaponized by 
hackers.

Among them were major tech 

companies including Amazon, 
Google, Nvidia, Apple and Mi-
crosoft, along with cybersecu-
rity firms CrowdStrike and Palo 
Alto Networks.

By late May, those early part-
ners had already used Mythos 
to uncover more than 10,000 
serious security weaknesses that 
hackers could exploit to cause 
real damage.

Now Anthropic is opening the 
program to groups from more 
than 15 countries.

Most of them run software 
that millions of other organ-

izations -- including govern-
ments -- depend on every  
day.

A successful cyberattack on 
any one of them, Anthropic says, 
could affect “more than 100 mil-
lion people, with important ram-
ifications for both global and 
national security.”

The new participants cover 
industries that were missing 
from the original group, includ-
ing power grids, water systems, 
hospitals, phone networks and 
hardware manufacturers.

The company declined to 

name the new partners.
When Project Glasswing 

launched, some critics ac-
cused Anthropic of overhyp-
ing the threat to generate  
attention.

The company, which is also 
behind the popular Claude chat-
bot, announced on Monday that 
it had filed confidentially for an 
initial public offering (IPO).

But companies that have test-
ed Mythos have since backed 
up its capabilities, with the 
US government, which had 
been in a legal dispute with 
Anthropic, eventually test-
ing the model over security  
concerns.

Some observers link that 
government shift to a broader 
policy change from the Trump 
administration, which struck 
deals with Google, Microsoft 
and Elon Musk’s xAI in early 
May to have their most powerful 

AI models reviewed for safety 
before going on sale.

A presidential order to make 
that policy official was drafted 
but then put on hold after dis-
agreements inside the White 
House.

On Monday, a European 
Commission spokesperson con-
firmed to AFP that Anthropic 
had invited ENISA -- the Europe-
an Union’s cybersecurity agency 
-- to join Project Glasswing.

150
Anthropic yesterday 

gave approximately 150 
organizations around the 
world access to Mythos,

EU holds crunch talks on flight delay compensation
• The European 
Union’s 27 countries 
would like to trim 
the compensation air 
carriers currently have 
to pay out for cancelled 
flights and long delays

AFP | Brussels, Belgium

The EU was holding crunch 
talks yesterday on whether 

to ban airlines from charging 
for carry-on luggage -- but let 
them incur longer flight delays 
before passenger compensation 
kicks in.

A marathon meeting in Brus-
sels was hoping to break an 
impasse over a long-planned 
reform of air passenger rights, 
with European lawmakers and 
member states locking horns.

Discussions got underway 
at around 1:00 pm (1100 GMT) 
and are expected to run into 
the night.

The European Union’s 27 
countries would like to trim the 
compensation air carriers cur-
rently have to pay out for can-
celled flights and long delays -- a 

move opposed by lawmakers.
At present, passengers in Eu-

rope have a right to between 
250 and 600 euros ($291-$699) 
in compensation, depending 
on flight distance, for delays of 
three hours or more.

Airlines complain that leaves 
them with a hefty bill and of-

ten leads them to cancel flights 
rather than run them with a long 
delay, due to knock-on effects on 
flight schedules.

Most EU states agreed last 
year to extend the threshold to 
four hours for flights of up to 
3,500 kilometres (2,175 miles) 
or for any flights within the 
bloc, and to six hours for longer 
 journeys.

Payout amounts were also re-
vised to between 300 and 500 
euros.

The scheme came with extra 
carrots including a “right to be 
rerouted” at the earliest oppor-
tunity and a system for passen-
gers to be automatically com-
pensated for flights cancelled 
within 14 days of departure.

But that was not good enough 
for parliament.

Lawmakers pushed back on 
changes to the allowed delays 
-- and doubled down with addi-

tional measures broadly disliked 
by flight operators.

They pushed for airlines to 
be mandated to include a seven 
kilogramme carry-on luggage, 
as well as a small personal bag, 
in the price of the ticket and 
banned them from charging par-
ents to get seats next to their 
children.

Lawmakers and governments 
have to agree on the same text 
for a reform to move forward, 
but months of talks have so far 
failed to produce a deal.

As member states initially 
tried to ram through the chang-
es with rarely-used expedited 
procedure, the two parties have 
only weeks left to strike a com-
promise.

A no-deal would simply leave 
in place the current rules -- 
which the EU has been seek-
ing to reform for more than a 
decade.

 Mythos AI reportedly helped 
uncover more than 10,000 

high-severity software vulner-
abilities, making it one of the 
most powerful cybersecuri-

ty-focused AI systems devel-
oped to date.

KNOW WHAT

Press gala halted 
by alleged Trump 
assassination bid to 
be held July 24
Washington, United States

A gala media dinner halt-
ed by an alleged assas-

sination attempt against US 
President Donald Trump 
has been rescheduled for 
July 24, the White House 
Correspondents Associa-
tion said yesterday. 

The new dinner will be 
a “more intimate gather-
ing” than the April 25 event, 
WHCA President Weijia 
Jiang said in a statement. It 
did not say if Trump himself 
would attend the resched-
uled dinner.

Britons jailed in 
Iran lose appeal, 
son says
London, United Kingdom

A British couple jailed in 
Iran have lost an appeal 

against their 10-year pris-
on sentences for espionage, 
their son said yesterday. 

Lindsay Foreman and 
her husband Craig Fore-
man were detained during a 
round-the-world motorbike 
trip at the start of 2025.

The couple were sen-
tenced in February to 10 
years in prison on espionage 
charges that they deny.

"It is now emerging that 
their appeal against a ten-
year espionage conviction 
has failed," their son, Joe 
Bennett, said in a statement.

He said the couple were 
"not permitted to attend 
their own appeal hearing" 
and were asked to sign doc-
uments in Farsi, but had so 
far refused as they did not 
understand them.
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the occupation of WORK-
ER(FISH CUTTING), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 33323995 or 
c learance@jaradahf ish .
com
Real Value Contracting 
WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
36767312 or INFO@REAL-
VALUECONTRACTING.COM
MEDICI EUROPEAN TRAIN-
ING CENTER W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation 
of ADMINISTRATOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 66900427 or 
L E IL A A MBULO @ GM A IL .
COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUC-
TION & DEVLOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MA-
SON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
17226618 or ACKR007@
GMAIL.COM
AMNON DIGITAL CONSULT-
ING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MAN-
AGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
38888682 or COLAZIZHS@
HOTMAIL.COM
Eastern Asphalt & Mixed 
Concrete Co. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation 
of ESTIMATOR(COST), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 17252078 or 
S.RADHI@EAMCO.BH
YATEEM AIRCONDITION-
ING COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can 
contact 17000996 or hr@
yateemac.net
CERAMIC DELMON CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PORTER 
(STORES), suitably qual-
ified applicants can con-
tact 17608208 or md.delm-
on@gmail.com
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of 
CLEANER (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 17822228 or 
hrdept@circle.bh
TARIQ GENTS SALON S.P.C 
has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BARBER, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 33636744 or 
TARIQJEE684@GMAIL.COM
City Point Hotel W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WAITER/BAR-
TENDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
17500794 or ayman@sev-
enleisure.net
DELMON POLYFORMS 
PLASTIC . has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ME-
CHANICAL HELPER, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 39635505 or 
ESSAVMAX@GMAIL.COM
ATLAS ALUMINUM W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRI-
CIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
34130996 or S.HUSSAIN.
ISM A IL @AT L A S - A LU MI -
NUM.COM
XPRESS MAJID FAST 
LAUNDRY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(LAUNDRY), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 33441347 or 
SHYAMRAJ8748@GMAIL.
COM

of CHEF, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
39347757 or 709572642@
QQ.COM
AIMAN SAKHI SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
36484758 or JASIMBH72@
GMAIL.COM
BLUE OCEAN MACHIN-
ERY&EQUIPMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can con-
tact 35483872 or BOG-
CRANES@GMAIL.COM
AL HELLI SUPERMARKET 
B.S.C CLOSED has a va-
cancy for the occupation 
of WORKER/PACKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 33572333 or 
hanan@ALHELLI.COM
QASR AL HADEEL CON-
STRUCTION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can 
contact 32162723 or AXA-
DOCLE AR ANCE@GMAIL.
COM
AL MDAWI SHOES has a 
vacancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can 
contact 39933550 or ALM-
DAWI75@GMAIL.COM
BETOON CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can 
contact 17211232 or info@
manamarealty.net
CREATIVE STYLE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CARPENTER, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 17464443 or 
H R 2 @ C R E AT I V E S T Y L E .
COM.BH
MANOS RESTAURENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
17695809 or renababs2@
gmail.com
AL ASHAD PACKAGING 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OF-
FICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can 
contact 35314227 or NA-
DEEM.6038@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED AHMADI CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
17268111 or hrd1@macbh.com
Seven Energy W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ELECTRICAL FIT-
TER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
17500791 or hr@seven-en-
ergy.com
RAGAM GENERAL TRAD-
ING CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 
33539617 or ISMAILKAV-
ERY2003@YAHOO.COM
AL NAWRAS WATER DIS-
TRIBUTION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of 
TANKER DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 17879923 or 
ADRAJ1@YAHOO.COM
MARSEILLE BEAUTY CEN-
TER has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAU-
TICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 

SILVER LANE MANAGE-
MENT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation 
of ACCOUNTANTS, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 33719149 or 
mohd.h.na@gmail.com
SAMRA PARVEEN BEAUTY 
SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAU-
TICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
39932361 or FASHAFEEZ.
AH@GMAIL.COM
TEBODIN MIDDLE EAST 
LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OPER-
ATOR(GAS PRODUCTION 
EQUIPMENTS), suitably 
qualified applicants can 
contact 17700544 or TE-
BODIN@BATELCO.COM.BH
ABU FAJER RESTAURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(AS-
SISTANT), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 
33129919 or ZUBAIRP797@
GMAIL.COM
CREATIVE CLOSETS has a 
vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES EXCUTIVE, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 17466539 or 
amr.baraka@aljasser.co
TIMELINE SOLUTIONS 
TRAVELS AND SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
38713871 or
ANSU GENERAL CLEAN-
ING OF BUILDINGS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DATA ENTRY OP-
ERATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
33332012 or CAPETA320@
GMAIL.COM
ALMANAR TYERS CENTRE 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN 
WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can con-
tact 39967747 or JIFRAJA-
FAR@GMAIL.COM
HAMF ENERGY SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of GENERAL 
MANAGER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can con-
tact 35400112 or salman.
aljassem@hamf-es.com
HOUSE GATE KARAK - 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP 
COMPANY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of 
WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
39867872 or HASH2H2@
GMAIL.COM
ALLDAY MARKET W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 35617939 or 
A C C O U N T S . B A H R A I N @
ALLDAYUAE.COM
MANAMA STEEL INDUS-
TRIES CO. W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation 
of OPERATOR-FURNACE-
MAN-(METAL RE-HEAT-
ING), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
17500266 or Fadhel@ma-
namasteel.com
monsoon restaurant W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of COOK(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17710271 
or habib@alghalia.com
KASHGAR FOOD SERVICES 
COMPANY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation 

33300058 or MBC.JOB88@
GMAIL.COM
MANAMA STEEL INDUS-
TRIES CO. W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation 
of OPERATOR(HOT STEEL 
ROLLING MACHINE), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 17500266 or 
F a d h e l @ m a n a m a s t e e l .
com
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a 
vacancy for the occupation 
of FITTER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can con-
tact 32376386 or ALTRAD-
M E N A . M A I L B A H R A I N @
ALTRAD.COM
ALNEMRAN CONTRACT-
ING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(-
C O N S T R U C T I O N ) . G E N -
ERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
39456488 or info@alnem-
ranbh.com
CRUST CULTURE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CHEF, suitably qual-
ified applicants can con-
tact 33130926 or SALMA.
WAHAIBI94@GMAIL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a 
vacancy for the occupation 
of SAFETY OFFICER, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 32376386 or 
ALTRADMENA.MAILBAH-
RAIN@ALTRAD.COM
Cigna Life Insurance Com-
pany of Europe S.A. - N.V. 
- Bahrain Bra has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of 
HEAD OF FINANCE & COL-
LECTION AFFAIRS, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 16161447 or 
FAIROOZ.ALASFOOR@CIG-
NA.COM
NADEEM TARIQ  MAN-
AGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
COMPANY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation 
of SALES EXECUTIVE REP-
RESENTATIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can 
contact 33264595 or NA-
DEEMBLOGSBH@GMAIL.
COM
KENTUCKY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 36051050 
or ssaleh@AMERI-
CANA-FOOD.COM
ARROW EXPRESS W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of HEAVY DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
38787504 or ARROWEX-
PRESS.BH@GMAIL.COM
SOUTH GATE CONSTRUC-
TION AND CLEANING has a 
vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can con-
tact 77061717 or YKHAL-
FAN@GMAIL.COM
TEAM4 FIT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation 
of TRAINER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 
36679111 or TESLAFIT-
NESS70@GMAIL.COM
C T A AIR CONDITIONER 
MAINTENANCE AND SER-
VICES CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation 
of A/C MECHANIC, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 38170017 or 
CHTANZEEMBH@GMAIL.
COM
ABU ADIL COOL POINT 
MAINTENANCE CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 
39631903 or abuadilcool-
point@gmail.com
TEAM CONSTRUCTION 
has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORK-
E R ( O R C H A R D ) . G E N E R -
AL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
39289289 or teamco98@
gmail.com
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 17700211 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 17700211 or 
hrd@dreamgroup.bh
EXHIBITION LIGHT CAF-
ETERIA has a vacancy 
for the occupation of 
WORKER(JUICE & SAND-
WICHES), suitably qual-
ified applicants can 
contact 33655559 or LAM-
LOOM555@GMAIL.COM
NAZAR MAHMOOD COM-
PANY W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR(INTERNAL 
WORKS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
33656873 or DREAMEY-
ES444@HOTMAIL.COM
ANORA DESIGN STUDIO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RECEP-
TIONIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
17870023 or PHUONGSER-
VICES.BH@GMAIL.COM
TRIO MANPOWER W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DRIVER(FOOD 
DISTRIBUTION), suitably 
qualified applicants can 
contact 33348546 or YA-
QOOBI@HOTMAIL.COM
HIMALAYAN TOP CLEAN-
ING & MAINTENANCE W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 13115811 or 
KARANLAMA716@GMAIL.
COM
PIZZA HUT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 17272883 
or ssaleh@AMERI-
CANA-FOOD.COM
KENTUCKY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 17262998 or 
SSALTH@AMERCIANA.BH
SPY CUT SALOON W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of HAIRDRESS-
ER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
33100572 or NISANOO-
RI2013@GMAIL.COM
RAMSIS ENGINEERING 
CO. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of 
WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
17830801 or Abbas@ram-
sis.com.bh
ELITE FACILITY MANAGE-
MENT CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 17382228 or 
MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.COM
SARAVANA KUMAR CON-
TRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation 
of ELECTRICAL TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 
34618173 or RSK.SARAN@
GMAIL.COM
BURNI ELECTRONIC has a 
vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(SALES), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 39722444 or 
ALI_ ALBARNI@HOTMAIL.
CO.UK
Hardee;s has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CA-
SHIER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
17262998 or SSALEH@
AMERICANA.BH
Georgia bay Communica-
tion has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PURCHAS-
ING EXCUTIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can 
contact 38061060 or RAB-
DULLA778@GMAIL.COM
PRO  KLEEN  SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
36845820 or PADAM1739@
GMAIL.COM
NEW SKB CONSTRUC-
TION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON 
ASST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 
33311247 or baig.clc@
gmail.com
LULU BAHRAIN HYPER 
MARKET W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of 
BUTCHER (ANIMALS), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 17558558 or 
CAREERS@BH.LULUMEA.
COM
MONISH CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 33664969 or 
ANANTHMONISH@GMAIL.
COM
la ville coldstore has a va-
cancy for the occupation 
of SALESMAN (GROCERY 
OR COLDSTORE), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 39409901 or 
AJAFFAR42@GMAIL.COM
AL MOHAMMEDIA RESTAU-
RANT BAHRAINI PART-
NERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 39016666 or 
Sjbreel5@gmail.com
MUHAMMAD RASHID CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 36410369 or 
VISTOCONSULTANCY80@
GMAIL.COM
MIRZA WAQAS  SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 34668800 
or MUSAMIRA445678@
GMAIL.COM
EDSAR TECHNICAL SER-
VICES AND TRADING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of ELECTRICAL 
SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can 
contact 33199120 or SA-
RUN.N@EDSARTECH.COM
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of 
CLEANER (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants 
can contact 17822228 or 
hrdept@circle.bh
BLUE SWIMMING CRAB 
FACTORY FOR PRESERV-
ING FISH has a vacancy for 
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Most members back call for de-escalation as violence 
forces mass displacement

Aid routes under pressure, UNICEF says
Middle East war strains global logistics

Qatar, Indonesia 
Boost Defence Ties

UN Security Council Urges Israel to 
Withdraw from Southern Lebanon

The United Nations 
children’s agency has 
warned that escalat-

ing disruption to global trans-
port networks, driven in part 
by conflict in the Middle East, 
is threatening the delivery of 
life-saving supplies to vulner-
able children.

UNICEF said rising shipping 
costs, insecurity along key Gulf 
maritime routes, and severe 
congestion at alternative ports 
are combining to slow human-
itarian operations and sharply 
increase logistics expenses.

Nearly 100 days into the 
conflict in the Middle East, 
the agency said heightened 
risks to shipping in the region 
had driven up fuel prices and 
insurance premiums. At the 
same time, diversion of cargo 
to alternative ports has created 
bottlenecks, further delaying 
deliveries.

UNICEF warned that it is in-
creasingly forced to rely on 
air transport to move essential 
supplies, as sea freight becomes 
slower and less predictable. In 
the first quarter of the year 
alone, the agency said it had 
almost exhausted the annual 
contributions from logistics 
partners that typically provide 
donated charter flights.

It said it had been airlifting 
aid to Lebanon and Gaza, with 
delays in the supply chain now 
stretching between four and 
six weeks – a disruption it de-
scribed as unprecedented.

The agency also said it had 
been relying on air freight to 
support its response to an Eb-
ola outbreak in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, as conges-
tion continues at major ports 
including Mombasa in Kenya 
and Dar es Salaam in Tanzania.

UNICEF estimates that some 

shipments are now taking up 
to six months to reach their 
destinations, raising concern 

over the impact on emergency 
response efforts in multiple 
regions.

His Excellency Shai-
kh Saud bin Abdul-
rahman bin Has-

san Al Thani, Qatar’s Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister 
of State for Defence Affairs, 
met Indonesia’s Defence Min-
ister, Sjafrie Sjamsoeddin, 
during an official visit to the 
Republic of Indonesia.

An official reception cer-
emony was held for Sheikh 
Saud upon his arrival at the 
headquarters of Indonesia’s 
Ministry of Defence in Jakarta.

During the talks, both sides 
reviewed the latest regional 
security developments and 

discussed ways to strengthen 
military cooperation and coor-
dination amid current regional 
challenges.

The meeting also saw the 
signing of a contract between 
Barzan Holding Group and In-
donesia’s Ministry of Defence. 
In addition, Barzan Holding 
Group signed a partnership 
agreement with Replek Corp.

The discussions were at-
tended by Qatar’s Ambassa-
dor to Indonesia, Dr Sultan 
Mubarak Al-Dosari, along 
with senior military officers 
and officials from both coun-
tries.

An emergency meeting 
of the United Nations 
Security Council saw 

near-unanimous support — 
with the exception of the Unit-
ed States — for calls urging Is-
rael to withdraw its forces from 
southern Lebanon and avoid 
further military escalation.

The session, requested by 
France, came amid growing 
unrest in Lebanon, where tens 
of thousands of residents have 

reportedly fled their homes. 
Shelters have become over-
crowded as panic spread fol-
lowing Israeli warnings of a 
possible imminent strike on 
Beirut’s southern suburbs.

During the meeting, some of 
the strongest criticism of Isra-
el came from France, Britain, 
Russia and China, all perma-
nent members of the Security 
Council. The United States, 
however, focused its remarks 

on holding Iran and Hezbollah 
responsible for the escalation.

Martha Pobee, the UN As-
sistant Secretary-General for 
Peace Operations and Political 
Affairs, told the council that 
the increase in hostilities since 
2 March had resulted in a “dev-
astating human toll”.

Citing figures from Lebanon’s 
Ministry of Public Health, she 
said Israeli attacks had killed 
at least 3,412 people and in-

jured more than 10,000 others 
in Lebanon.

Pobee also stressed that “Is-
rael’s presence north of the 
Blue Line constitutes a clear 
violation of Lebanon’s sover-
eignty and territorial integri-
ty, as well as a violation of UN 
Security Council Resolution 
1701”.

“These hostilities are rever-
berating across the region,” she 
added. Prophet’s Mosque sees smooth 

flow of post-Hajj pilgrims 

Thousands of pil-
grims arriving in 
Madinah after 

completing this year’s Hajj 
have been welcomed at the 
Prophet’s Mosque, where 
crowd movement has re-
mained smooth under a 
comprehensive service 
system.

According to the Saudi 
Press Agency, the mosque’s 
courtyards and corridors 
witnessed a steady flow, 
supported by field and 
organisational plans de-
signed to manage entry 
and exit points and reg-
ulate visitor movement, 
particularly in the Raw-
dah area.

Authorities deployed 
guidance and support ser-
vices, including wayfin-
ding assistance, information 
centres, and multilingual sup-
port to assist visitors.

Digital platforms and elec-
tronic guidance boards were 
also activated to enhance 
awareness and improve the 

overall experience.
Field teams continue to op-

erate around the clock, pro-
viding Zamzam water and 
assisting elderly visitors and 
people with disabilities as part 
of ongoing post-Hajj services.

TDT | Manama

Hasan BarakatCall for greater global support for peaceful dispute 
resolution

Qatar urges stronger preventive diplomacy

The State of Qatar has 
reaffirmed its com-
mitment to media-

tion, dialogue and preventive 
diplomacy, saying such efforts 
are essential to de-escalating 
conflicts and maintaining in-
ternational peace and security.

The position was outlined in 
a statement to the United Na-
tions General Assembly in New 
York by Sheikha Alia Ahmed 
bin Saif Al Thani, Qatar’s Per-
manent Representative to the 
United Nations.

Speaking during a meeting 
focused on enhancing the role 
of mediation in the peaceful 
settlement of disputes, she said 
mediation remains one of the 
most effective tools for pre-

venting conflict and building 
sustainable peace. She warned 
that growing global instability, 
including an increase in armed 
conflicts, has made strength-
ening diplomatic tools more 
urgent than ever.

She added that mediation 

and preventive diplomacy are 
central pillars of Qatar’s foreign 
policy, rooted in constitution-
al principles and aligned with 
United Nations resolutions.

Qatar also highlighted its in-
volvement in several interna-
tional mediation efforts. These 
include joint work with Egypt, 
the United States and Türkiye 
that contributed to a ceasefire 
agreement in Gaza signed in 
October last year. The state-
ment called on all parties to ful-
ly honour their commitments, 
implement the agreement, and 
ensure continued humanitarian 
access through border cross-
ings.

The country also referred to 
its ongoing engagement in east-

ern Congo through the Doha 
framework for a comprehen-
sive peace agreement signed 
in November 2025. It further 
pointed to its earlier mediation 
role in Afghanistan, which led 
to the 2020 agreement between 
the United States and the Tali-
ban in Doha.

In addition, Qatar expressed 
support for Pakistan’s media-
tion efforts between the United 
States and Iran, saying it backs 
all initiatives aimed at reducing 
tensions and strengthening re-
gional stability.

The statement concluded 
with a call for renewed inter-
national commitment to medi-
ation as global conflicts become 
increasingly complex.

HH Shaikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum visits the 
Department of Economy and Tourism in Dubai to review progress and plans 
aimed at accelerating economic growth and strengthening the emirate’s 
position as a global hub for trade, tourism, and investment.

Dubai Economy



BRAVE Hearts initiative and 3DB events join forces to strengthen 
business communities through strategic collaboration
 Manama

BRAVE Combat Federation™ 
(BRAVE CF), the world’s fast-

est-growing and most global 
mixed martial arts organization, 
proudly announces that BRAVE 
Hearts has officially signed a 
strategic partnership agreement 
with 3DB Events, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in its mission 
to deliver tangible relief and 
high-quality event experiences 
to the business community.

The agreement was formal-
ly signed by Matt Dale, Gen-
eral Manager of 3DB Events, 
and Jabran Zakariya, Director 
of BRAVE Hearts, reinforcing 
a shared commitment to em-
powering organizations through 
meaningful collaboration and 
practical support.

 Jabran Zakariya, Director of 
BRAVE Hearts, stated:  “Partner-
ships such as this are essential to 
expanding the impact of BRAVE 
Hearts. By bringing together 
complementary expertise and 
a shared vision, we can provide 
stronger support systems for 
businesses and communities 
seeking growth, stability, and 
opportunity.”

 Under this new alliance, 3DB 

Events aligns with the Initia-
tive’s core pillars: Empower-
ment, Resilience, and Commu-
nity. Created to address critical 
corporate challenges with real 
and actionable solutions, the 
initiative provides specialized 
assistance across four essential 
areas: Technology, Marketing, 
Finance, and Business Devel-
opment.

 Through this collaboration, 
BRAVE Hearts will further 
strengthen its ability to deliver 
outstanding technical event pro-
duction and ensure operational 

continuity, helping organiza-
tions navigate challenges with 
greater confidence and stabili-
ty. By combining expertise and 
resources, both organizations 
aim to create lasting value for 
businesses while encouraging 
a culture rooted in compassion, 
innovation, and sustainable eco-
nomic progress.

  Established in 2003 and 
headquartered in Dubai, 3DB 
Events is a premier technical 
event production company 
operating throughout the GCC 
region. Serving as the crucial 

bridge between traditional 
event agencies and technical 
production houses, the com-
pany delivers comprehensive 
360-degree solutions tailored 
to a wide range of requirements.

 Its expertise includes world-
class audio-visual services, 
immersive experience design, 
creative staging, and meticulous 
technical management that en-
sure seamless event execution.

  On the other hand, BRAVE 
Hearts remains dedicated to 
fostering empowerment, re-
silience, and community by 
connecting pressing corporate 
needs with practical assistance. 
Through its focus on Technol-
ogy, Marketing, Finance, and 
Business Development, the ini-
tiative continues to help organ-
izations overcome challenges, 
unlock opportunities, and build 
stronger foundations for long-
term success.

 Together, BRAVE Hearts and 
3DB Events are setting a new 
benchmark for purpose-driven 
collaboration, demonstrating 
how strategic partnerships can 
create meaningful impact while 
supporting business continuity, 
growth, and collective prosper-
ity.

From Rocafonda to the World Cup: 
Lamine Yamal’s meteoric rise

Spanish teenage prodigy prepares for a historic debut on the world stage

• Rocafonda 
celebrates local hero

• Barcelona spotted 
talent early

• Euro 2024 elevated 
global profile

AFP | Mataró

Lionel Messi and Cristiano 
Ronaldo will play at a re-
cord sixth World Cup in 

2026, but years from now the 
tournament may instead be re-
membered as Lamine Yamal’s 
first.

From the concrete square in 
Mataro the Spanish 18-year-old 
used to play in, to the biggest 
stages in world football, his rise 
has been dazzling.

His uncle Abdul Nasraoui used 
to keep a small replica World 
Cup trophy in his bakery in the 
humble neighbourhood of Roca-
fonda, a 20-mile (32-kilometre) 
crawl up the Catalan coast from 
Barcelona, telling people it was 
for when his nephew wins it.

Abdul had the trophy before 
Yamal even debuted for Spain, 
because he knew something spe-
cial was coming. Many claim 
they did, in Rocafonda, but im-
portantly for Barca it was Jordi 
Roura who got there first.

Alerted to Yamal by a scout, 
Barcelona’s then youth football 
chief Roura and close colleague 
Aureli Altimira pounced. In the 
chaos of a trial match, Lamine 
stood out.

“We were there with Aureli 
and at the beginning we saw him 
and he looked a bit odd, kind of 
scrawny, he moved a bit strange-
ly, and we said, ‘hmm let’s see...’,” 
Roura tells AFP.

“Then once they start play-
ing, it’s difficult, right? Because 
imagine 20 kids of seven, eight 
years old, all chasing the ball.

“Even so, Lamine would 
sometimes do something 
where you’d go, ‘Damn!’. In-
stead of just running after the 
ball, sometimes he would 
find space, wait, look for 
his left foot, execute really 
quickly.”

One attribute, honed on 
the square where if your 
feet aren’t fast enough 
to swerve defenders you 
can end up on the con-
crete, marked out little 
Lamine.

“Dribbling might 
be the most innate 
technical  act ion, 
right?” says Roura. 
“It’s hard to train 
a dribbler. He had 
that .  He would 
feint, do things 
which made you 
say ‘wow’.

“We thought 
t h i s  k i d  h a d 
something spe-
c i a l ,  e v e n  i f 
he looked a bit 
slight, and decid-
ed to sign him.”

Negotiations 
were quick with 
Lamine’s father Mounir 
Nasraoui from Morocco, 

and his mother Sheila Ebana, 
from Equatorial Guinea.

He was a quiet, even shy child, 
who loved to play football and 
spent a lot of time with his pa-
ternal grandmother, Fatima.

She was the first of the family 
to move to 

Spain, arriving on a ferry from 
Tangier in 1990 and slowly 
bringing across her children in 
the following years.

Fatima settled in Rocafonda 
and remains there, although 
Mounir, after being stabbed dur-
ing an altercation in 2024, has 
since relocated to the upmar-
ket Barcelona neighbourhood 
of Sarria.

After Lamine’s parents split 
up when he was three, he also 

lived with his mother in 
Roca del Valles, north of 
Mataro, but Rocafonda was 
always home.

It is represented in his 
goal celebra-

t i o n ,  u s i n g 
his hands 
to show the 
n u m b e r s 
3 0 4 ,  t h e 

last  dig-
its of the 
n e i g h -
b o u r -
h o o d ’ s 
postcode.

N o w 
e v e n  i n 
the more 
well-to -
do parts 
of Mata-
r o  t h e 
n u m b e r 

appears.
Rocafon-

da is north-
east of the el-
egant centre, 

a neighbour-
hood with a 
negative rep-
utat ion  for 

crime and 
p ove r t y, 

although now 
it is famous for 

being where Lamine 
came from.

Glance down the right street 
and you can catch a narrow 
glimpse of sweet Mediterrane-
an blue.

The winger and his father are 
spotted less frequently there 
now, but the games go on, with 
players duking it out in front 
of a mural of Lamine, painted 
in 2025.

“With all these great play-
ers... they’re capable of doing 
the same, or more than they did 
when they were children, and 
that’s very difficult, very rare, 
and that’s why they’re the cho-
sen ones,” said Roura.

“(Lamine) enjoys playing, and 
I think that even when he was 
very little, when the challenge 
was greater, when a game was 
harder, that’s when he liked it 
the most, you know?”

 ‘No limits’ 
Not everyone has the accuracy 

of the neighbourhood’s “idol” 
and an “example” as youngsters 
sitting and waiting for a chance 
to play describe him.

The ball is lashed high over 
the fence that divides the con-
crete pitch from the road, to 
howls of frustration.

The kids call to a passer-by, 
before one player zips past on 
an electric scooter to retrieve it.

But for the interception, it 
may have rolled down the road 
and past the bar run by Lamine’s 
uncle, ‘Familia LY 304’, since he 
gave up his bakery.

Over the past three years 
Abdul has answered plenty of 
questions about Lamine, but 
with concerns over the winger’s 
fitness heading into the World 
Cup, he doesn’t feel like speak-
ing for now.

On a shelf behind the bar, 
sits his replica trophy. Abdul’s 
dream, just three years after 
Lamine made his professional 

debut aged just 15, could come 
true remarkably quickly.

“When you see the resume he 
already has at 18, it’s scary, so 
what this kid can achieve has no 
limits,” added Roura.

Yamal was still studying for 
his exams during Spain’s run 
to Euro 2024 glory, where he 
captured the world’s attention 
with a sensational strike against 
France.

That moment is memorialised 
on one wall of the bar, along with 
others from the winger’s short 
yet glittering career for club and 
country, along with two framed 
shirts.

Nearly three decades after ar-
riving from Morocco, Abdul is 
still happy working. He sits and 
eats a few mouthfuls of vegeta-
bles before a shout comes from 
the kitchen and he is on his feet 
again, bringing dishes, olive oil 
and bread to customers.

“Ojala -- I hope -- ojala,” he 
says on the prospect of Lamine 
bringing the real thing back to 
Rocafonda. “If we win the World 
Cup, then I’ll talk.”

NBA star Curry signs 10-year 
deal with China’s Li-Ning

AFP | San Francisco

Four-time NBA champion 
Stephen Curry ended his 

sneaker free agency on Mon-
day, announcing a 10-year 
deal with Chinese company 
Li-Ning after leaving Under 
Armour last November.

Curry, 38, revealed the deal 
on social media and called it 
“the partnership of a lifetime” 
that will include global expan-
sion of his Curry Brand, bas-
ketball products, a golf line, 
leisure clothing and the ability 
to sign other athletes to his 

brand.
“This is bigger than a show 

deal, bigger than a signature 
series,” Curry said in a vid-
eo, saying Li-Ning will deliver 
“sneakers that I believe in that 
will continue to deliver at the 
highest level.”

Other Li-Ning athletes with 
their shoes include Dwyane 
Wade and Jimmy Butler, Cur-
ry’s Golden State Warriors 
teammate. Curry had been a 
partner with Under Armour 
for 13 years before the split 
and had worn various brands 
through the NBA season.

Stephen Curry reacts during a game (file photo)

Lamine Yamal honors 
his roots by flashing 
the number 304 dur-
ing goal celebrations, 
representing the last 
digits of the postcode 

for Rocafonda, the 
humble neighborhood 

where he grew up 
playing street football
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15
years old was Lamine 

Yamal’s age when he made 
his professional debut, 

beginning one of football’s 
most remarkable rises

Lamine Yamal



Liverpool close to 
hiring Iraola: reports

AFP | London

Liverpool are in advanced 
talks with former Bourne-

mouth manager Andoni Iraola 
as they seek a replacement for 
Arne Slot, according to reports 
yesterday.

Iraola has emerged as Liv-
erpool’s top target to replace 
Slot, who was sacked on Sat-
urday after a turbulent second 
season in charge.

Liverpool have reportedly 
agreed a deal in principle to 
bring the Spaniard, who left 
Bournemouth at the end of this 
season, to Anfield.

Sporting director Richard 
Hughes was heavily involved 
in hiring Iraola during his time 
at Bournemouth and is again 
spearheading the recruitment 
of the highly rated coach.

The Reds are believed to be 
keen to wrap up a deal with 
Iraola before the start of the 
World Cup next week, which 
would allow the 43-year-old a 
lengthy acclimatisation period 
before pre-season training.

Slot was sacked last week-
end after Liverpool finished 
fifth in the Premier League, 25 
points behind champions Ar-
senal.

The Dutchman had led Liv-
erpool to the Premier League 
title in his debut season, but 
his follow-up campaign quick-
ly turned into a nightmare.

The death of Liverpool 
forward Diogo Jota  last year 

had a huge impact at Anfield, 
while the club’s £450 million 
($606 million) spending spree 
on new signings failed to pay  
off.

Slot’s relationship with star 
forward Mohamed Salah also 
deteriorated, while Liverpool 
fans turned on the former 
Feyenoord manager due to his 
team’s lifeless performances 
and poor results.

Liverpool’s pursuit of Iraola 
is in line with the club’s desire 
to move back towards the ag-
gressive, attacking style used 
by Slot’s predecessor Jurgen 
Klopp.

Iraola earned plaudits for 
Bournemouth’s impressive 
sixth-place finish this season, 
which secured the club’s first 
qualification for Europe in the 
Europa League.

He arrived at Bournemouth 
from Raya Vallecano in 2023, 
having previously managed 
Mirandes and AEK Larnaca.

Bournemouth improved 
each year under Iraola, finish-
ing 12th, ninth and sixth.

Seef open 2026 campaign in Bulgaria
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Seef 3×3 basket-
ball team will kick off 
their 2026 international 

season this weekend by taking 
part in the Sofia Open 3×3 Palms 
Lite Quest in Bulgaria, marking 
their first appearance on this 
year’s global circuit.

The tournament is official-
ly sanctioned by FIBA and sits 
within the organisation’s “Road 
to the World Tour” structure, 
bringing together a wide inter-
national field and offering teams 
a pathway into higher-tier 
events.

This year’s Sofia competition 
features 24 teams from across 
Europe, North America and be-
yond. While the event does not 
grant direct access to a World 
Tour Masters, it carries added 
significance as a Lite Quest; the 
winning side earns qualification 
to the Caceres Challenger in 
Spain, set for July 11–12. Only 
the title winners will secure that 
progression.

Seef will line up with Bogdan 
Dragovic, Austin Ajukwa, Uros 
Ilic, and Isa Jassim forming the 
squad for the Bulgarian chal-

lenge, as the team looks to build 
early-season rhythm against 
strong international opposition.

As part of their build-up, the 
Bahraini outfit has already set 
up a training base in Serbia, 

where they are undergoing a 
short preparatory camp focused 
on conditioning, tactical work, 
and team coordination ahead of 
the competition.

Once their Sofia Open cam-
paign concludes, Seef will re-
main in the region and return to 
Serbia to continue preparations 
for their next assignment on the 
FIBA 3×3 calendar — the Lion 
City Challenger in Singapore 
on June 20–21. That event also 
serves as a qualifying stop on the 
Road to the World Tour, with 
the top three teams earning 
places in the Lausanne Mas-
ters in Switzerland later in the 
season.

The FIBA 3×3 system contin-
ues to grow as a structured glob-
al pathway, featuring tiers rang-
ing from Quest and Lite Quest 
events through to Challeng-
ers and elite Masters tourna-
ments that make up the World  
Tour.

Bahrain has established a 
steady presence in the format 
in recent years, regularly com-
peting in and hosting interna-
tional stops, helping raise the 
country’s profile within the 
fast-growing 3×3 scene.

Bahrain U18 gear up 
for Gulf Championship
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s national under-18 
basketball team have be-
gun preparations for the 

Gulf Championship qualifiers, 
which serve as the pathway to 
the FIBA U18 Asian Cup and will 
take place in Qatar from July 
17 to 22.

The team opened their cam-
paign with a training camp in 
Umm Al Hassam, attended by 
Bahrain Basketball Associa-
tion vice-president Salman 
Hubail, board member Ahmed 
Kaldari, and the technical 
staff led by head coach Salman  
Ramadan.

All selected players were 
present for the first session, 
marking the start of the national 
team’s build-up for the regional 
qualifiers and their bid to reach 
the continental stage.

Hubail and Kaldari observed 
the opening training session 
and met with players and staff, 
stressing the importance of the 
preparation phase and urging 

full focus to ensure peak phys-
ical and technical readiness 
ahead of the competition.

Under Ramadan’s guidance, 
the coaching staff have begun 
implementing a structured 
training programme focused 
on improving fitness, tactical 

discipline, and overall team per-
formance in the lead-up to the 
tournament.

The Gulf Championship rep-
resents Bahrain’s qualification 
route to the FIBA U18 Asian 
Cup, with the team aiming to 
compete strongly against the 

region’s top youth sides and se-
cure a place at the continental 
event.

Preparations will continue 
in the coming weeks as the 
squad steps up its build-up to-
wards the July competition in  
Qatar.
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25
points separated Liverpool 

from Premier League 
champions Arsenal leading 
to Arne Slot’s sacking after 

just two seasons

Bogdan Dragovic in action during a training session

Coach Ramadan guides his players during training

Andoni Iraola

Sotheby’s to auction Pele jersey 
worn in 1958 World Cup

AFP | New York

The jersey worn by late 
football legend Pele dur-

ing Brazil’s 1958 World Cup 
victory will headline an auc-
tion set to coincide with this 
year’s tournament, Sotheby’s 
announced yesterday.

Pele, then just 17 years old, 
scored two of Brazil’s five goals 

in the 1958 final against host 
nation Sweden.

The victory marked Brazil’s 
first of a record five World Cup 
titles, three of which were won 
under the man who would be-
come known as “The King.”

Pele, born Edson Arantes do 
Nascimento, died in Decem-
ber 2022 at the age of 82 after 
being diagnosed with colon 
cancer.

17-year-old Pele cries on the shoulder of the goalkeeper Gilmar after Brazil’s 
5-2 victory against Sweden in the 1958 World Cup final in Stockholm

Bahrain Begin Georgia Training Camp
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s senior men’s na-
tional football team have 

begun their overseas training 
camp in Tbilisi after arriving in 
Georgia to continue prepara-
tions for upcoming internation-
al commitments.

The squad’s European base 
follows their departure from 
Manama on Monday evening, 
marking the start of a prepara-
tory phase that includes two 
friendly matches against strong 
opposition as part of their 
build-up for major tournaments 

ahead.
Head coach Dragan Talajic 

is overseeing the camp, which 
comes as Bahrain continue their 
structured preparation for the 
27th Gulf Cup, where they will 
enter as defending champions, 
as well as the AFC Asian Cup 
2027.

Upon arrival, the team have 
already begun their initial 
training sessions, focusing on 
ball work and tactical organ-
isation as the coaching staff 
look to fine-tune both physi-
cal and technical aspects of the  
squad.

The delegation includes a 
30-man roster, with players 
continuing to link up with the 
group in phases. A number of 
overseas-based professionals 
are expected to join direct-
ly in Georgia, strengthening 
the squad ahead of the first  
friendly.

Bahrain are scheduled to face 
hosts Georgia, ranked 72nd in 
the world, on Friday at Mikheil 
Meskhi Stadium in Tbilisi. The 
team will then travel to Antalya, 
Türkiye, for a second friendly 
against Syria on Tuesday at the 
Gloria Sports Arena.

Waleed Al Hayyam in action on the 
training ground



Zverev powers into French Open 
semis, Kostyuk to face Andreeva

• Zverev defeats 
teenager Rafael Jodar

• Kostyuk beats 
compatriot Svitolina

AFP | Paris

Alexander Zverev breezed 
past Rafael Jodar to stay on 

course for an elusive Grand Slam 
title at the French Open, where 
Marta Kostyuk and Mirra An-
dreeva will meet for a place in 
the women’s final.

Zverev, the highest-ranked 
player left in the men’s draw, 
put an end to Spanish teenager 
Jodar’s impressive Roland Gar-
ros debut, easing to a 7-6, (7/3), 
6-1, 6-3 win yesterday.

The 29-year-old Zverev is 
the clear favourite for a maiden 
Grand Slam title. He has finished 
runner-up on three occasions, 
including at the 2024 French 
Open.

“I want to win the matches 
that are ahead of me, that is my 
goal, that is my aim,” said Zverev, 

who has only dropped one set en 
route to the last four.

It is the fifth time in six years 
he has made it to this stage in 
Paris.

“I’m happy to be in the semi-fi-
nals, for now,” he added.

Zverev will play the winner 
of the night-time encounter be-
tween Brazilian sensation Joao 
Fonseca and Czech youngster 
Jakub Mensik.

For Jodar, the grind of back-
to-back five-setters appeared 
to take its toll as he struggled to 
cope after blowing a 5-2 lead in 
the opening set.

The 19-year-old Jodar was 
featuring at just his second ma-
jor. He was ranked 707th in the 
world this time last year, losing 
in the first and second rounds of 
second-tier Challenger events 
in the United States during the 
2025 French Open.

 ‘Flashbacks’ 
Earlier, the in-form Kostyuk 

held her nerve to withstand a 
comeback from compatriot Elina 
Svitolina in the first all-Ukrain-
ian women’s quarter-final at a 
Grand Slam in the Open era, 

winning 6-3, 2-6, 6-2.
The 23-year-old Kostyuk ex-

tended her unbeaten run on 
clay this season to 17 matches 
to reach her first Grand Slam 
semi-final.

“I’m very happy I found a way. 
It was very difficult in the first 

two sets,” said Kostyuk, who 
again dedicated her victory to 
the people of Ukraine.

The country was hit by hun-
dreds of Russian drones and 
dozens of missiles early Tuesday, 
killing at least 18 people.

“We had another difficult 

night in Ukraine, especially in 
Kyiv where so many people died, 
so I want to give this match to 
Ukraine,” said Kostyuk.

Svitolina, 31, fell at the quar-
ter-final stage at Roland Gar-
ros for the sixth time. It is the 
only major where she has not 
reached the last four.

Kostyuk has been an outspo-
ken supporter of Ukraine during 
the ongoing war with Russia. 
Her next opponent is Russian 
teenager Andreeva, who she 
beat in the Madrid Open final 
last month.

“I usually never care who is 
on the other side of the net. I’m 
there to play tennis and do my 
job, and that’s it,” said Kostyuk.

Andreeva breezed into her 

second French Open semi-final 
earlier in the day with a 6-0, 6-3 
rout of Romania’s Sorana Cirst-
ea, who plans to retire at the end 
of the season.

The eighth seed needed less 
than an hour to dispatch the 
36-year-old Cirstea, appearing 
in the last eight in Paris for the 
first time since 2009.

Andreeva beat Cirstea en 
route to the title in Linz earlier 
this year, but made short work 
of her opponent under the roof 
on Philippe Chatrier as rain and 
strong winds arrived in Paris 
after last week’s heatwave.

“I’m super happy that I’m go-
ing to be playing in semis again,” 
said Andreeva.

“I felt like it was one of my 
best matches so far this tour-
nament.”

Andreeva atoned for the dis-
appointment of her quarter-fi-
nal loss to French outsider Lois 
Boisson 12 months ago.

“I was just trying to have 
flashbacks only about the weath-
er and only about the court with 
closed roof, not about how I 
played. I’m happy that I could 
turn it around,” she said.

Barbar End Seven-Year Wait 
for Seventh League Crown

TDT | Manama

Barbar were crowned 
champions of the 2025–26 
Khalid bin Hamad Bah-

rain Handball League yesterday 
after defeating Al Ahli 28–26 in 
a gripping final played before a 
sold-out crowd at Khalifa Sports 
City Arena.

The victory secured Barbar’s 
seventh league title and their 
first since the 2018–19 season, 
ending a seven-year wait to re-
turn to the summit of Bahraini 
handball. Meanwhile, Al Ahli’s 
wait for a record-extending 20th 
league title continues after a 10-
year drought.

Barbar, who finished fourth in 
the regular season, booked their 
place in the final after a stunning 
best-of-three semi-final sweep 
over defending champions Al 
Najma. Al Ahli, who ended the 
regular season just one point 
ahead of them in third, also pro-
gressed with a sweep over Al 
Shabab.

The final also highlighted the 
contrasting leadership on the 
sidelines. Barbar were guided by 
Bahraini coach Hussam Madan, 
while Al Ahli were led by Serbi-
an tactician Predrag Petljanski.

The championship clash at-
tracted several notable sporting 
figures, including Ali Mohamed 
Isa Eshaqi, President of the Bah-
rain Handball Federation, HH 

Shaikh Salman bin Mohammed 
Al Khalifa, Vice President of the 
General Sports Authority, and 
HH Shaikh Isa bin Ali Al Khalifa, 
President of the Bahrain Olym-
pic Committee.

Also in attendance were H.E. 
Abdulrahman Sadiq Askar, Chief 
Executive Officer of the Gener-
al Sports Authority, as well as 
Bahrain basketball stars Mustafa 
Rashid, his brother Ali Rashid, 
and Ali Meelad.

The opening stages were 
fiercely contested. Mahmood 
Al Jawhar and Salman Al Show-
aikh both threatened early for 
Barbar, but Al Ahli goalkeeper 
Hussain Mahfoudh produced 
several important saves to keep 
them at bay.

Abdulla Ali opened the scor-
ing for Ahli in the third minute 
before Al Showaikh responded 
from the wing. He then struck 
again moments later to put Bar-
bar ahead, while goalkeeper Isa 
Khalaf added to the lead with an 
impressive goal-to-goal effort af-
ter Ahli left their net unattended.

The momentum swung re-
peatedly throughout the first 
half. Ali Mirza helped Ahli draw 
level at 3–3, while Mohammed 
Ayyad and Al Jawhar kept Bar-
bar in front during a tight open-
ing period.

Ahli gradually found their 
rhythm and, after trailing for 
much of the half, moved ahead 
through Yousif Al Qassimi. Young-
ster Qassim Qambar then con-

tinued his strong form from the 
semi-finals and helped Ahli estab-
lish a three-goal cushion at 10–7.

Despite several key stops from 
the Barbar goalkeeper, Ahli 
maintained control late in the 
half and carried a 12–10 advan-
tage into the break.

Ali Mirza extended Ahli’s lead 
to 13–10 shortly after the restart, 
but Barbar refused to allow the 
game to drift away. Mohammed 
Ayyad and Al Showaikh led the 
fightback, while strong defen-
sive work and key saves kept the 
contest within reach.

Barbar eventually erased the 
deficit when Al Showaikh lev-
elled the score at 14–14 with 
an emphatic penalty throw. 
Moayyed Samir then completed 

the turnaround on a fast break, 
while Hassan Al Fardan and 
Ayyad kept the pressure firmly 
on Ahli.

The contest remained dead-
locked entering the final quarter. 
Mohamed Al Maqabi was shown 
a red card for Barbar after an 
accidental defensive challenge, 
but the dismissal did not disrupt 
their momentum.

Ali Mirza briefly gave Ahli 
a 22–21 lead with just over 10 
minutes remaining, only for Al 
Showaikh to respond from the 
penalty line. Barbar then re-
gained the initiative as the match 
entered its decisive stages.

With the tension rising, Al 
Showaikh fired home to make 
it 25–23 before Moayyed Samir 

struck at a crucial moment to re-
store a one-goal advantage after 
Ahli had narrowed the gap.

Youngster Ahmed Ayyad then 
scored to make it 27–25 be-
fore Ali Abdulqader effectively 
sealed the title with a powerful 
strike for 28–26 with less than a 
minute remaining.

A huge late save preserved 
Barbar’s advantage as the closing 
seconds ticked away, with celebra-
tions already beginning to build 
among the club’s supporters.

When the f inal  whist le 
sounded, Barbar’s players and 
fans erupted in celebration as 
the club completed a memo-
rable campaign and secured a 
long-awaited return to the top 
of Bahraini handball.

17
matches is Marta 

Kostyuk’s unbeaten run 
on clay this season after 
reaching her first Grand 

Slam semi-final

Germany’s Alexander Zverev plays a backhand return to Spain’s Rafael Jodar
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Madan, Showaikh, and Abdulqader lift the league title


