
NATO seeks details as US 
slashes Germany troops 
Washington’s troop cut and tariffs strain ties with Europe amid security concerns

• US to withdraw 5,000 
troops from Germany

• Trump-Merz 
tensions escalate

• EU faces new 
auto tariffs

AFP | Washington

NATO said yesterday it was 
working with the Unit-
ed States to understand 

Washington’s decision to with-
draw 5,000 troops from Germany 
as a rift in transatlantic ties deep-
ens over the Middle East war.

The Pentagon’s announcement 
of the troop withdrawal follows a 
spat between US President Don-

ald Trump and German Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz, who said on 
Monday Iran was “humiliating” 
Washington at the negotiating 
table. Trump fired back by saying 
that Merz “doesn’t know what 
he’s talking about.”

It also came as Trump an-
nounced that tariffs on cars and 
trucks from the European Union 
will increase to 25 percent next 
week over accusations that the 
bloc did not comply with a trade 
deal signed last summer.

Pentagon spokesman Sean Par-
nell said on Friday the withdraw-
al of around 5,000 troops from 
Germany was expected “to be 
completed over the next six to 
twelve months.”

“This decision follows a thor-
ough review of the Department’s 
force posture in Europe and is in 
recognition of theater require-

ments and conditions on the 
ground,” Parnell said in a state-
ment.

There were 36,436 active-duty 
US troops in NATO ally Germany 
as of December 31, 2025, com-
pared to 12,662 in Italy and 3,814 
in Spain.

German Defense Minister Bo-
ris Pistorius said yesterday the US 
troop withdrawal “from Europe 
and also from Germany was to be 
expected.”

NATO said it was “working with 
the U.S. to understand the details 
of their decision on force posture 
in Germany.”

“This adjustment underscores 
the need for Europe to continue 
to invest more in defense and 
take on a greater share of the re-
sponsibility for our shared secu-
rity,” NATO spokeswoman Allison 
Hart wrote on X.

 

‘Why shouldn’t I?’ 
Trump has made a number of 

threats to slash US troop numbers 
in Germany and other European 
allies during both his terms in 
office, saying he wants Europe to 
take on greater responsibility for 
its defense rather than depend-
ing on Washington.

He now appears determined to 

punish allies who have failed to 
back the Middle East war or con-
tribute to a peacekeeping force 
in the crucial Strait of Hormuz 
waterway, which Tehran’s forces 
have effectively closed.

Trump also accused German 
automakers such as Mercedes-
Benz and BMW of ripping off 
Americans, saying on Friday that 
Germany and “other European 
nations have not adhered to our 
trade deal.”

Germany would likely be hit 
hard by a sharp vehicle tariff be-
cause it is responsible for a signif-
icant portion of EU auto exports.

Such tariffs would impose 
“enormous costs on the Germa-
ny and European automobile in-
dustry,” the head of Germany’s 
VDA lobby group for the sector, 
Hildegard Mueller, said in a  
statement.

Iran military official 
says renewed war 
with US ‘likely’

US dissatisfaction with proposal fuels fears of war resumption

• Trump rejects 
latest proposal

• Talks stalled 
since April 8

• Iran inflation surges 
past 50 percent

AFP | Washington

A senior Iranian military 
officer said yesterday that 
renewed fighting with the 

US was “likely”, hours after Pres-
ident Donald Trump said he was 
not satisfied with an Iranian ne-
gotiating proposal.

Iran delivered the new draft to 
mediator Pakistan on Thursday 
evening, state media reported, 
without detailing its contents.

The war, launched by the Unit-
ed States and Israel in late Febru-
ary, has been on hold since April 
8, with one failed round of peace 
talks having taken place in Paki-
stan since then.

“At this moment I’m not satis-
fied with what they’re offering,” 
Trump told reporters, blaming 
stalled talks on “tremendous dis-
cord” within Iran’s leadership.

“Do we want to go and just 
blast the hell out of them and 
finish them forever -- or do we 
want to try and make a deal?” he 

added, saying he would “prefer 
not” to take the first option “on a 
human basis”.

Yesterday morning, Moham-
mad Jafar Asadi, a senior figure 
in the Iranian military’s central 
command, said “a renewed con-

flict between Iran and the United 
States is likely”, in quotes pub-
lished by Iran’s Fars news agency.

He questioned US commitment 
to agreements.

Rising tensions
Iran’s judiciary chief Ghola-

mhossein Mohseni Ejei said on 
Friday that the country remained 
open to negotiations, but said it 
would not accept imposed terms.

The White House has declined 
to provide details on the latest 
Iranian proposal, but news site 
Axios reported that US envoy Ste-
ve Witkoff had submitted amend-
ments to a previous one putting 
Tehran’s nuclear programme 
back on the negotiating table.

The changes reportedly in-
clude demands that Iran not 
move enriched uranium from 
bombed sites or resume activity 
there during talks.

News of the Iranian proposal 
briefly pushed oil prices down 
nearly five percent, though they 
remain about 50 percent above 
pre-war levels amid the ongo-
ing restrictions on the Strait of 
Hormuz.

Despite the ceasefire in the 
Gulf, fighting has continued in 
Lebanon, where Israel has car-
ried out deadly strikes despite 
a separate truce with the Iran-
backed armed group Hezbollah.
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$6B
in Iranian oil exports have 

been blocked by the US 
naval blockade during the 

conflict

36,436
US troops were stationed 

in Germany as of late 
2025 before the planned 

withdrawal
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Typhoon Sinlaku has 
hit Micronesia, dam-

aging critical infrastruc-
ture and affecting over 
34,000 people.   I’ve allo-
cated $1M from the UN’s 
Global Emergency Fund 
CERF for urgent life-sav-
ing aid – including wa-
ter, shelter and essential 
support.

@UNReliefChief

From the @UN to the 
lunar South Pole, Ar-

temis is about more than 
just footprints. It’s about 
the economic benefits of 
space and the partner-
ships rooted in American 
leadership like the Arte-
mis Accords that make it 
possible.

@USAmbUN

Great work by @OIGUS-
DA and @SecRollins 

to go after the rampant 
fraud in our SNAP pro-
grams that the Biden 
Admin let surge. SNAP 
benefits should be used 
by Americans who need 
help buying food, not by 
fraudsters with enough 
cash to buy Bentleys and 
Ferraris.

@JDVance

Mercosur is an eco-
nomic trading bloc 

worth more than $4 tril-
lion. Today, I spoke with 
President @JMilei about 
recent progress toward 
the Canada–Mercosur 
trade deal, and how Can-
ada and Argentina can 
deepen our partnership 
in mining, energy, and de-
fence.

@MarkJCarney

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
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Building respect 
and dignity into 
the workplace

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

Bahrain has long distinguished itself as a regional pioneer 
in labour reform, consistently prioritising the dignity 
and mobility of its diverse workforce. Its track record is 

defined by a series of ‘firsts’ that have fundamentally reshaped 
the employer-employee dynamic in the Gulf. 

Central to this progress was Bahrain’s landmark decision to 
dismantle the restrictive traditional sponsorship system. By 
granting foreign employees the right to change jobs without 
their employer’s consent, the Kingdom became the first in the 
region to institutionalise the freedom of movement. This shift 
transitioned the labour market towards a contract-based sys-
tem, empowering workers and reducing the risk of exploitation.

The government’s commitment to human rights is further 
evidenced by its proactive collaboration with civil society. It 
enabled the establishment of the Migrant Workers Protection 
Society (MWPS), a key partner in advocating for expatriate 
welfare. Building on this, the government launched the Expa-
triates’ Protection Center, a dedicated mechanism providing 
immediate intervention for victims of abuse or workplace 
injustice. Furthermore, Bahrain’s inclusive approach extends 
to organised labour; expatriate workers are legally permitted 
to join, contest elections, and hold leadership positions within 
labour unions, ensuring their voices are heard at the highest 
levels of advocacy.

This framework aligns seamlessly with Bahrain’s commit-
ment to the UN Sustainable Development Goals, particularly 
those championing decent work and reduced inequalities. By 
upholding diversity and inclusivity, the Kingdom transforms 
these time-honoured values into a modern economic strength, 
ensuring every individual, regardless of origin, contributes to 
a thriving, equitable society.

As we mark this Labour Day this May, Bahrain is looking 
towards the future of the 21st-century workplace. The entry of 
a tech-savvy younger workforce, coupled with the rapid inte-
gration of Artificial Intelligence (AI), presents both challenges 
and opportunities. The Kingdom is currently setting new goals 
to ensure labour laws remain agile—balancing technological 
efficiency with the protection of human workers. By focusing 
on upskilling and digital literacy, Bahrain aims to maintain its 
status as a progressive hub where innovation and workers’ 
rights coexist seamlessly.

(Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief 
of The Daily Tribune and the President of the Arab-African 
Unity Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and Counter-
terrorism)

Illegal rave 
draws 20,000 
to ‘dangerous’ 
military site in 
France
AFP | Paris

Around 20,000 par-
tygoers gathered 

yesterday for an illegal 
rave at a military site in 
France, defying warn-
ings about the risk of un-
exploded ordnance and 
possible blasts.

The rave near the 
town of Bourges in cen-
tral France kicked off on 
Friday and organisers 
expect as many as 30,000 
people from France and 
neighbouring countries 
to arrive at the peak of 
the event this weekend.

“Despite its illegal na-
ture, the government has 
mobilised to ensure the 
safety of this event and 
limit any disturbances, 
particularly for nearby 
residents,” the prefec-
ture said in a statement.

S p e a k i n g  t o  A F P , 
P h i l i p p e  L e  Mo i n g 
Surzur, the top regional 
official, said the site was 
“extremely dangerous 
due to the unexploded 
ordnance it may con-
tain.”

Iran says ‘ball in US court’, 
but ready for talks or war
AFP | Tehran

Iran said Saturday that it 
was up to the United States 

whether to pursue a negotiated 
settlement or to return to open 
war, but that Tehran was ready 
for either outcome.

“Now the ball is in the Unit-
ed States’ court to choose the 
path of diplomacy or the con-

tinuation of a confrontation-
al approach,” deputy foreign 
minister Kazem Gharibabadi 
told diplomats in Tehran, ac-
cording to state broadcaster  
IRIB.

“Iran, with the aim of secur-
ing its national interests and 
security, is prepared for both 
paths,” he said.

Truth-tellers at risk, warns UN
TDT | Agencies

Journalists are increasing-
ly under threat world-

wide, with many facing vi-
olence, censorship and legal 
harassment as they report on 
those in power, a statement 
marking World Press Free-
dom Day said yesterday.

The message highlighted 
that media workers are often 
among the first victims in 
times of conflict and crisis, 
as well as in environments 
where scrutiny is resisted. In 
recent years, the number of 
journalists killed—frequent-
ly in targeted attacks—has 
risen sharply, it said.

It added that around 85 
percent of crimes against 
journalists go uninvestigat-
ed and unpunished, under-
scoring what it described as 
an “unacceptable” level of 
impunity.

Beyond physical threats, 
the statement pointed to 
growing pressures from 

economic challenges, tech-
nological disruption and the 
deliberate spread of misin-
formation, all of which are 
straining press freedom 
globally.

“When access to reliable 
information erodes, mistrust 
takes root, public debate is 
distorted, and social cohe-
sion weakens,” the statement 
said, warning that under-
mining journalism makes 
crises harder to prevent and 
resolve.

Reaffirming the role of a 
free press as a cornerstone 
of democracy, it stressed that 
press freedom is essential 
for protecting human rights, 
achieving sustainable de-
velopment and maintaining 
peace.

The statement called for 
stronger protections for 
journalists and renewed 
global efforts to ensure that 
truth and those who report 
it are safeguarded.

Oil tanker hijacked off Yemen, diverted 
towards Somalia: Yemen coast guard
AFP | Dubai

Unidentified attackers hi-
jacked an oil tanker yes-

terday off the coast of Yemen 
in the Gulf of Aden and directed 
it towards Somalia, the Yemeni 
coast guard said.

According to the agency, the 
tanker EUREKA was seized off 
Yemen’s Shabwa province by a 
group who “boarded, took con-
trol of it, then steered it... in the 
direction of the Somali coast”.

The coast guard, which is 
affiliated with Yemen’s inter-

nationally recognised govern-
ment, vowed to investigate the 
attack.

“The location of the tanker 
has been determined, and work 
is under way to monitor it and 
take the necessary measures 
in an attempt to recover it and 
ensure the safety of its crew,” 
it said, without identifying the 
crew’s numbers or nationality.

According to the website Ma-
rine Traffic, the EUREKA is a 
Togolese-flagged oil products 
tanker that was reported to 

have been in the UAE port of 
Fujairah in late March.

Piracy was rampant off the 
coast of Somalia in the 2000s, 
peaking in 2011 with hundreds 
of attacks, but was significantly 
reduced by international naval 
deployments and new tactics by 
commercial shipping.

But in recent weeks attacks 
have increased again, according 
to a report by the European Un-
ion naval mission deployed off 
the shores of the troubled east 
African country.

Israel says two 
Gaza flotilla 
activists 
brought in for 
questioning

AFP | Jerusalem

Two activists who par-
ticipated in a Gaza-

bound aid flotilla have been 
brought to Israel for ques-
tioning, the foreign minis-
try said yesterday, after the 
vessels were intercepted by 
Israeli forces.

The flotilla of more than 
50 vessels had set sail from 
ports in France, Spain and 
Italy with the aim of break-
ing an Israeli blockade of 
Gaza and bringing supplies 
to the devastated Palestini-
an territory.

They were intercepted 
by Israeli forces overnight 
Wednesday to Thursday.

Israel said it had removed 
around 175 activists from 
the flotilla, but organisers 
accused Israeli personnel 
of “kidnapping” 211 people.

Two of the activists, Saif 
Abu Keshek, from Spain, 
and Thiago Avila, a Bra-
zilian, were in Israel and 
would “be transferred for 
questioning by law enforce-
ment authorities”, the for-
eign ministry said on X.
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IN 

HISTORY

1791 1808 1926 1937
Constitution of May 3 is proclaimed 
by the Great Sejm (Parliament) of the 
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, the 
first modern constitution in Europe

Day depicted by Spanish 
painter Francisco Goya 
in his “The Third of May,” 
which he paints in 1814

Britain’s Trade Union Congress calls for 
the country’s first-ever general strike, 
begins at 1 minute to midnight in support 
of striking coal miners and lasts 9 days

Margaret Mitchell 
wins the Pulitzer 
Prize for her novel 
“Gone with the Wind”

US soldiers stand in front of military tanks at the United States Army military training base in Grafenwoehr, southern Germany (file photo)

Employees of Basra Oil Company, work at the Nahr Bin Umar Oil and Gas Field on 
the outskirts of the southern Iraqi city of Basra

Trump says US Navy acting like ‘pirates’ during Iran blockade
AFP | Washington

President Donald Trump said 
on Friday the US Navy was 

acting “like pirates” as he de-
scribed an operation seizing a 
ship amid the tit-for-tat Amer-
ican blockade of Iranian ports.

“We... land on top of it and 
we took over the ship. We took 
over the cargo, took over the oil. 
It’s a very profitable business,” 
Trump said at a rally in Florida.

“We’re like pirates,” he add-
ed to cheers from the crowd. 
“We’re sort of like pirates. But 
we’re not playing games.”

Trump’s comparison of US 

naval activity to piracy comes 
as legal experts raise alarms 
about Iran’s blockade of the vital 
Strait of Hormuz and its plans 
to charge a fee for ships passing 
through it.

Tehran effectively closed the 
waterway -- a key route for oil 
and gas shipments -- after the 
start of the US-Israeli air cam-
paign against Iran on February 
28.

The United States announced 
a blockade of Iranian ports last 
month after peace talks in Pa-
kistan failed to achieve a break-
through.

The US Central Command, 

responsible for US forces in the 
Middle East, said it has redi-
rected 45 vessels to “ensure 
compliance” with its blockade 
as of Friday.

Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth 
told reporters in April that the 
blockade will last “as long as 
it takes,” while top US military 
officer General Dan Caine said 
it “applies to all ships, regardless 
of nationality, heading into or 
from Iranian ports.”

Meanwhile Iran has vowed 
to maintain its chokehold on 
the strait as long as Washing-
ton continues to blockade its  
ports.US forces patrolling the Arabian Sea near the Iranian-flagged cargo ship Touska


