THREADS
newsofbahrain_
TWITTER
@newsofbahrain

‘ INSTAGRAM ) SUNDAY
ewsofbah

© anmm ron- MAY, 2026

. 220 FILS

@ newsofbahain |sSUE NO. 110641
WHATSAPP
38444692

FACEBOOK
/NEWSORBAHRANT

MAIL
@ mail@newsofbahrain.com

WEBSITE
@ newsofbahrain.com

‘Vessel Diversions’
Tensions appear to be
rising in the Strait of
Hormuz amid increased
U.S. maritime activity and
vessel monitoring in the
Arabian Sea. | P6

US approves $8.6bn arms deals for Gulf allies under emergency powers
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Title race tightens as the league picture takes shape in Matchweek 20

BUSINESS @ Banking sector pledges to keep financial services running smoothly at all times
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Media is not just a
voice, but a force
that strengthens
unity, safeguards
achievements and
shapes a peaceful
future.

DR. ABDULLATIF BIN RASHID AL ZAYANI IS THE
MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

GCC Stands
With Bahrain

Jassim Mohammed Al-Budaiwi
TDT | Manama

GCC Secretary-Gener-
al Jassim Mohammed
Al-Budaiwi affirmed the
Gulf Cooperation Council’s
full support for Bahrain in
all measures taken to pro-
tect its security and stability.

He stressed that Bahrain’s
security remains a top pri-
ority for GCC states, high-
lighting their united stance
in facing threats.

UAE Voices Support

TDT | Manama

bdullah bin Zayed Al

Nahyan, Deputy Prime
Minister and Minister
of Foreign Affairs of the
United Arab Emirates, re-
affirmed his country’s full
support for the sovereign
measures taken by Bahrain
to safeguard its security,
sovereignty, and national
achievements.
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Media Builds Peace

Uphold professionalism, integrity, and support peacebuilding
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is Majesty King Hamad

bin Isa Al Khalifa issued a
message marking World Press
Freedom Day, reaffirming Bah-
rain’s commitment to responsi-
ble press freedom and freedom
of expression as cornerstones of
constitutional governance and
democratic development.

In his message, the King ex-
tended appreciation to journal-
ists and media professionals,
stressing that free and respon-
sible journalism remains a vital
pillar of modern societies and a
reflection of their vitality and
conscience.

He noted that this year’s UN-
ESCO theme, “Shaping a Future
of Rights,” highlights the role of
ethical and objective journalism
in promoting peace, describ-
ing the media as a key force in
building stability when guided
by professionalism and integrity.

His Majesty also highlight-
ed Bahrain’s national unity
and social cohesion, noting the
country’s inclusive society that
brings together diverse commu-
nities in both prosperity and ad-
versity. He reaffirmed Bahrain’s

\
HM the King
consistent approach based on
good neighbourliness, cooper-
ation, and balanced diplomacy.

Referring to recent regional
developments, the King com-
mended the readiness of Bah-
rain’s armed forces and secu-
rity institutions, and expressed
pride in the unity and loyalty of
the Bahraini people, describing
them as a strong pillar of nation-
al defence.

HRH Prince Salman

The Commander-in-Chief of
the Bahrain Defence Force re-
affirmed the military’s loyalty
to HM King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa, praising his leadership
and stressing that national unity
and security are “non-negotia-
ble priorities,”

In a message addressed to the
King, the defence leadership
expressed “deep loyalty and al-
legiance,” describing the mon-

14

arch’s recent guidance to the
media as a “historic moment”
that reflects a clear national
doctrine placing the homeland
above all considerations.

The statement highlighted the
importance of strong national
cohesion in safeguarding Bah-
rain’s stability and development,
and warned against any attempts
to undermine the country’s se-
curity or sovereignty.

Press Earns
Royal Praise

TDT | Manama

r. Ramzan bin Abdulla Al
Noaimi, Minister of In-
formation,said the continued
development and elevated
status of Bahrain’s press re-
flect the vision of His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khal-
ifa and his firm support for
responsible press freedom.
He also highlighted the
backing of His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin

Dr. Ramzan bin Abdulla Al Noaimi

Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown
Prince and Prime Minis-
ter, noting his efforts to
empower national media
professionals and enhance
their role in development
through key initiatives and
programmes.

Dr. Al Nuaimi was com-
menting on the King’s mes-
sage on World Press Free-
dom Day, which this year
carries the theme “Shaping
a Future of Peace”.

Expulsion Motion Filed Against Three MPs

Request under consideration in line with parliamentary procedures

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

hirty MPs have submitted a

formal request to the Speak-
er seeking the expulsion of three
fellow MPs over statements
made during a parliamentary
debate on amendments to the
judiciary law.

The MPs named in the request
are Abdulnabi Salman Nasser,
Mamdouh Abbas Al Saleh, and
Mehdi Abdulaziz Al Shuwaikh.

The signatories allege that the
three MPs breached their consti-
tutional oath and lost the trust
required to continue in office
following remarks made during
the parliamentary session on
28 May 2026, which discussed
Decree-Law No. 13 of 2024
amending Article 7 of the Judi-
cial Authority Law (Decree-Law
No. 42 0f 2002).

According to the request, the

Lawmakers in session

three MPs criticised state meas-
ures taken against individuals
accused of glorifying Iranian
attacks on Bahrain, including
the revocation of citizenship in
certain cases. The signatories

argue that these remarks ques-
tioned the legitimacy of such
measures and contributed to the
rejection of the draft law.

The MPs behind the motion
further claim that the state-

Mamdouh Abbas Al Saleh

ments caused public anger and
undermined national unity,
while also contradicting direc-
tives attributed to the leadership
regarding safeguarding national
security.

The request cites Article 78 of
the Constitution, which outlines
the oath of MPs, and Article 99,
which allows for the withdraw-
al of membership if a member
loses trust or violates parlia-
mentary duties. It also refers to
Article 191(b) of the parliamen-
tary bylaws, which provides for
disciplinary measures, including
removal from membership.

While acknowledging an apol-
ogy later issued by the three
MPs, the signatories said it was
insufficient and maintained that
resignation would have been the
appropriate course of action.

The request has been submit-
ted by Mohammed Salman Al
Ahmed, Hamad Farooq Al Doy,
Jameel Mulla Hassan, Bader
Al Tamimi, Mohammed Al Ba-
looshi, Ali Saqr Al Dosari, Ab-
dulla Al Rumaihi, Mohammed
Al Olaiwi, Abdulla Al Dhaen,
and Mohammed Al Rifai.
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Media Drives National Progress

Journalists lauded for promoting Bahrain’s achievements globally

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

li bin Saleh Al Saleh, Chair-

man of the Shura Council,
said the progress and profes-
sionalism of the Bahraini press
reflect the vision of King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa.

Marking World Press Freedom
Day, he highlighted the role of a
free and responsible media as akey
partner in national development,
supported by royal directives pro-
moting openness, transparency,
and freedom of expression.

Al Saleh praised journalists
for strengthening national iden-
tity and showcasing Bahrain’s
achievements globally, while
commending government sup-
port led by Salman bin Hamad
Al Khalifa in empowering media
institutions and talent.

He reaffirmed that continued
support for the press will en-
hance its role in advancing the
Kingdom of Bahrain’s develop-
ment and progress.

The unwavering
commitment of media
professionals to truth,

responsibility, and
national progress is
truly admirable.

ALI BIN SALEH AL SALEHALI BIN SALEH AL
SALEH

Defends Nation

Shura Council

its key role in supporting the
Kingdom’s development and
strengthening social cohesion.

The Council said the media
serves as the first line of defence
in raising public awareness,
highlighting its responsibility to
deliver accurate reporting and
counter misinformation that
could affect national security
and stability.

It commended Bahraini

On the occasion of Bahraini journalists for their dedica-

Press Day and World Press
Freedom Day, the Shura Coun-
cil praised the national press for

tion to defending the coun-
try’s image locally and inter-
nationally, and for their pro-

fessional response to attempts
that target national unity and
achievements.

The Council also highlighted
the progress of Bahrain’s me-
dia sector, noting its adapta-
tion to digital transformation,
including the use of artificial
intelligence and advanced visual
content production.

Reaffirming its support for
journalists, the Council stated
that responsible media remains
essential for protecting the na-
tion and promoting its positive
image globally.

Journalists Day
Supported

TDT | Manama

F inMark Communications
announced its support
for World Press Freedom
Day and Bahraini Press Day
celebrations, organised by
the Bahrain Journalists As-
sociation with support from
Motivate and hosted at Seef
Mall.

On the occasion, Zahraa Ta-
her, Managing Director and
Co-Founder of FinMark Com-
munications, said the compa-
ny is pleased to support initi-
atives that recognise Bahraini
media and its contribution to
society.

She noted that FinMark has
consistently marked the occa-
sion since 2002, highlighting
the importance of media work
and its continued influence.

Taher also expressed appre-
ciation to the Bahrain Journal-
ists Association for its efforts
in organising the event, and to

Zahraa Taher, Managing
Director and Co-Founder of
FinMark Communications

Motivate for its support in fa-
cilitating the celebration. She
invited media professionals to
attend the gathering on Sun-
day, May 3, at 6:30pm at Seef
Mall.

FinMark Communications
further emphasised the im-
portance of strengthening co-
operation between the private
sector and media institutions
to support a dynamic media
landscape aligned with nation-
al development.

Youth Empowerment Drive Expands

Al Focus in Lamea 6

TDT | Manama

outh Affairs Minister
Rawan Najeeb Tawfeeqi
announced the launch of the
sixth edition of the nation-
al youth development initia-
tive “Lamea,” which aims to
strengthen youth empowerment
and nurture future leaders.
The programme reflects the
vision of HH Shaikh Nasser bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, the King’s
Representative for Humani-
tarian Work and Youth Affairs,
which places Bahraini youth
at the centre of national devel-
opment as a key driver of the
future.

Tawfiqi said the new edi-
tion introduces an upgraded
format aligned with evolving
global trends, including more
advanced challenges and a
stronger focus on modern tech-
nologies and future skills.

The programme will also ex-
pand its scope to include institu-
tional governance concepts and
broader applications of artificial
intelligence, while linking aca-

The programme evolves through continuous
assessment, ensuring it delivers impact
while expanding partnerships with leading
institutions.”

MINISTER RAWAN NAJEEB TAWFEEQI

demic knowledge with practical
training through modern meth-
odologies.

Since its launch in 2021,
the programme has attract-
ed around 2,260 applicants
through its first five editions,
producing a pool of young Bah-
raini talents who have demon-
strated excellence across vari-
ous sectors.

The initiative aims to

identify high-potential youth
through merit-based selec-
tion and develop their capa-
bilities via advanced training
programmes that simulate
real-world challenges, ensur-
ing a steady pipeline of skilled
national talent.

Registration for the sixth edi-
tion opened on Saturday and
will run until May 17 via the
programme’s official website.

Productivity and innovation on Workers’ Day

A
o
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Shaikh Khalid bin Hamood Al Khalifa, Governor of Capital Governorate, described International Workers’ Day as a milestone renewing appreciation for labour. He
stressed workforce development, skills, and opportunity expansion to boost competitiveness and sustainable growth. On a visit to Ibrahim Khalil Kano Training
Centre, he praised workers and Bahraini youth.
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English
Week at

The New Millennium
School, Bahrain
marked English Week
from April 26 to 29,
2026, with vibrant
student participation
across all grades
under the theme
“Connect, Create &
Communicate.”

Unity First Line
of Defence

Hasan Barakat
TDT | Manama

emarks by His Majesty
ing Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa highlight a firm na-
tional stance against aggres-
sion and betrayal, reinforcing
the importance of unity in
safeguarding Bahrain’s securi-
ty and sovereignty, a municipal
leader said.

Sayed Shubar Ibrahim Al
Wadaei, Chairman of the
Northern Municipal Council,
said the King’s message serves
as a clear call for collective
responsibility, stressing that
national unity is essential in
confronting challenges facing

-

—_—
Sayed Shubar Ibrahim Al
Wadaei

the Kingdom.

He described Bahrain’s sov-
ereignty as a “red line” that
cannot be compromised, urg-
ing citizens to stand together
with the leadership to protect
the country’s stability.

Loyalty Over All
e

TDT | Manama

senior official at the
Rashid Equestrian and
Horseracing Club, Yusuf Osa-
ma Bubhijji, said that the con-
tent of His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa’s media
remarks reflects a firm nation-
al approach focused on pro-
tecting Bahrain’s security and
preserving its achievements.
Buhijji, who is also Acting
CEO of the club, said the royal
message demonstrates a clear
and decisive vision in address-
ing challenges, stressing that
safeguarding Bahrain’s sta-
bility is a shared national re-
sponsibility that requires unity,
loyalty, and commitment to the

Yusuf 0sama Buhijji

leadership.

He added that the King’s re-
marks reinforce national con-
stants, strengthen citizen unity,
and reject any actions threat-
ening the Kingdom’s security
or sovereignty, emphasizing
that the nation’s interest re-
mains above all considerations.

DIAE N E N ETS

The Governor of the Northern Governorate, Hassan bin Abdullah Al

Madani, called workers in Bahrain a “fundamental pillar” of the country’s
comprehensive development drive, praising their role in national growth and
productivity. In a statement marking International Workers’ Day, Al Madani
extended his congratulations to workers.
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Families Moved Safely

Affected residents moved to Madinat Salman as repairs continue in Sitra

Residents praise swift
government response

@® No families left in
makeshift shelters

Community unity
highlighted during
recovery efforts

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Darwish

amilies whose homes were
Fdamaged in the recent at-

tack on Sitra have been
relocated to temporary seafront
flats in Madinat Salman, as re-
pair work continues on affected
properties.

The Ministry of Housing
provided the units as part of
emergency support measures,
offering residents fully serviced
apartments with parking and
coastal views until their homes
are restored. Residents say the
move has eased the impact of
displacement, with many de-
scribing the accommodation as
a significant improvement over
temporary shelter conditions.

Several residents expressed
gratitude for the swift response,
highlighting the sense of safe-
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ty and reassurance provided.
One resident praised the lead-
ership of King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa and the efforts of
government teams that re-
sponded on the ground fol-
lowing the incident.

Others noted that author-

ities acted quickly to assess
damage and arrange alterna-
tive housing, ensuring families
were not left in makeshift con-
ditions. Residents described
the flats as spacious and well-
equipped, with access to es-
sential services.

“Even after the
damage, we feel
safe in our own
country.”

COMMUNITY

g

“They came,
1 they worked, and
- they did not fall
short.”

COMMUNITY

“Bahrain stands
% together-people
ii  and leadership as
; one.”

COMMUNITY

Some families have begun
adapting to their new surround-
ings; the seafront location offers
opportunities for leisure activities
such as walking and fishing. One
resident said he shared images
of the area with relatives abroad,
describing it as one of the best
temporary housing arrangements
provided.

Officials said the relocation is
temporary and part of ongoing
efforts to support affected com-
munities while reconstruction
work in Sitra is completed.

Motorcycle
Licences Double
Since 2018

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Darwish

otorcycle driving
licences in Bahrain
rose from 2,387 in

2018 to 5,350 in 2025, the high-
estnumber recorded across the
eight years covered by figures
from the General Directorate
of Traffic.

The data, published through
Bahrain’s Open Data Portal,
covers private, public and
motorcycle licences issued

between 2018 and 2025.

—
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Private licences stayed

far ahead of the other two
groups each year, while public
licences remained the smallest
category.

Private licences stood at
56,125 in 2018, before falling
to 53,892 in 2019 and 40,430
in 2020. The number then rose
to 42,385in 2021 and 43,409 in
2022, dipped to 41,796 in 2023,
and moved up again to 42,054

in 2024 and 44,433 in 2025.

Motorcycle licences moved
unevenly at first, then climbed
more sharply in the later years.
They rose from 2,387 in 2018
to 2,433 in 2019 and 2,512 in
2020, before slipping to 2,380
in 2021. They then jumped to
4,044 in 2022, fell to 3,584 in
2023, rose to 3,986 in 2024 and
reached 5,350 in 2025.

Public licences stayed
low throughout the
same span. The figure
fell from 342 in
2018 to 245 in
2019 and 118
in 2020, before

rising to 166 in

2021. It reached 158 in 2022,
226 in 2023, 275 in 2024 and
254 in 2025.

The figures point to a wide
gap between the three licence
types. Private licences made
up the largest share of those
issued each year. Motorcycle
licences ended the period well
above their 2018 level, while
public licences remained in
the low hundreds.

Combat Drug Threats

Authorities Unveil New Prevention Strategy

n awareness drive
aimed at strengthen-
ing community pro-

tection against drug abuse was
launched at Country Mall in the
Northern Governorate, in the
presence of Governor Hassan
Abdullah Al Madani.

The exhibition, organised by

the governorate in cooperation
with the Drug Control Directo-
rate at the General Directorate
of Criminal Investigation and
Forensic Science and the “To-
gether” programme for com-
bating violence and addiction,
focuses on highlighting the
health, psychological, and social
dangers of drug use.

Al Madani said the initiative
supports broader community

safety efforts and aligns with
the governorate’s Healthy Cities
Programme in partnership with
the World Health Organization,
underlining the role of collec-
tive action in protecting youth
and preventing addiction.

The event included inter-
active awareness tools such
as a virtual reality experience

demonstrating the impact of
drugs, as well as educational
electronic games designed to
build decision-making skills
among young people. It also
featured awareness materials
from the Criminal Information
Section and introduced the “Re-
covery” programme under the
national anti-drug strategy.

Family’s Crash Payout Raised to BD20,270

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Darwish

A family whose son was in-
jured in aroad crash has had its
court award raised to BD20,270
after an appeals medical panel
assessed his permanent disa-
bility at 30pc instead of 20pc.

The Civil Appeals Court
changed the earlier ruling and
ordered the driver and her
insurer to pay the sum joint-
ly. The award now includes
BD18,000 for the injured son,
BD1,000 for his father, BD1,000
for his siblings, and BD270 in
treatment costs.

The court also ordered the
driver and the insurance com-
pany to pay the medical panel

fees, court costs and lawyers’
fees.

Lawyer Maryam Al Shaikh,
acting for the injured son’s fa-
ther and family, said the case
followed a road crash caused
by the driver, whose car was in-
sured by the second defendant.

She said the driver had
failed to drive with due care
and attention before hitting the
claimant. The father then filed
an urgent application asking
for a medical panel to assess
the injury.

The first medical report as-
sessed the son’s permanent dis-
ability at 20pc. The family said
the crash had left them with
financial loss and psychological
harm.

A final criminal judgment
was later issued against the
driver. The family then filed
a civil claim against the driv-
er and insurer, asking for
BD18,000 for the injured son,
statutory interest, BD1,500 for
the father, BD1,500 for the sib-
lings to be divided equally, and
BD270 in treatment costs.

The court of first instance
awarded BD15,000 to the father
as his son’s legal guardian. It
also awarded BD770 to the fa-
ther personally and BD600 to
be divided among the injured
son’s three siblings.

It further ordered the driver
and insurer to pay statutory
interest, lawyers’ fees and the
medical panel fee.

Focus on education,
health, AI, and

human capital

® Non-oil sector
exceeds 86% of
GDP (2025).

Aligned with Vision
2030 and Vision 2050.
recovery efforts

TDT | Manama

ahrain delivered
its key messages
ahead of its third
Voluntary Nation-
al Review on the
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), reaffirming its commit-
ment to accelerating progress
toward the 2030 Agenda.
Minister of Sustainable De-
velopment and Chief Executive
of the Economic Development
Board, Noor bint Ali Alkhulaif,
said Bahrain remains firmly
committed to achieving the 17
SDGs under the comprehensive
development path led by His
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa, and guided by His
Royal Highness Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown
Prince and Prime Minister.
She said the Kingdom contin-
ues to advance through flexible
and integrated policies, invest-
ment in human capital, infra-
structure development, and

strategic partnerships, while
also working on Bahrain Eco-
nomic Vision 2050 to ensure
long-term sustainability and
alignment with global changes.

The key messages highlight-
ed Bahrain’s response to un-
lawful Tranian attacks targeting
civilians and critical infrastruc-
ture, stressing that priority was
given to protecting citizens and
residents, maintaining health-
care services, and safeguarding
national achievements in line
with the principle of leaving no
one behind.

They also outlined nation-
al progress across key sectors,
particularly education and
health, including curriculum
development, expanded digi-
tal and creative learning, and
training programmes in mod-
ern fields such as artificial intel-
ligence to enhance workforce
competitiveness.

In healthcare, Bahrain’s ef-
forts in precision medicine
were highlighted, including
the use of AI and genome se-
quencing to reduce genetic and
chronic diseases.

The statement also empha-
sized environmental protec-

Resilience Amid
Challenges

Presentation will
be at the UN in
New York in July
2026.

 Focus: education,
health, Al, and
human capital.

« Non-oil sector ex-
ceeds 86% of GDP
(2025).

« Aligned with Vision

2030 and Vision

2050.

tion, cultural preservation,
and national identity as pillars
of sustainable development,
alongside continued economic
diversification efforts under
Bahrain Economic Vision 2030.
Non-oil sectors now account
for more than 86% of GDP based
on preliminary 2025 figures.

The submission serves as a
preparatory step for Bahrain’s
presentation of its third Vol-
untary National Review at the
UN High-Level Political Forum
on Sustainable Development in
New York in July.
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Security Not Open
to Bargaining

Lawmakers stress unity and national sovereignty

“Red line” with no

room for bargaining
or compromise.

@ Unity, national
loyalty, and

accountability

Public trust
tied to protecting
national interests.

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Darwish

Ps backed remarks

by HM King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa,
stressing that na-

tional security and sovereignty
are “not open to bargaining”
following recent tensions linked
to Iran.

Lawmakers said the King’s
speech set firm red lines on
protecting the country, warn-

“The King spoke
clearly about the
nation’s challenges
and everyone’s

duty.

MARYAM AL SAYEGH, MP

ing that any cooperation with
external threats would face le-
gal action. They described the
message as reinforcing unity,
loyalty and the rule of law.MPs
also underlined Parliament’s

T

“Unity at home is the
strongest guarantee
of security and
stability.”

JALAL KADHEM, MP

“parliamentary duty
is a public trust, not
a privilege.”

HISHAM AL AWADHI, MP

responsibility to uphold nation- ship of HRH Prince Salman bin
al interests and avoid conduct Hamad Al Khalifa, as well as
that harms public trust, calling the armed forces and securi-
representation a “public duty, ty agencies, for their response

not a privilege.”

and efforts to safeguard the

They praised the leader- country.

Sports Clubs Face KPI-
Linked Funding

Parliament is set to debate
proposals to tighten gov-
ernance in sports clubs and fed-
erations, linking funding to per-
formance while preserving their
independence.

A committee report recom-
mends clearer accountability,
measurable targets and im-
proved training for board mem-
bers to raise standards across
the sector. It also backs drafting
a new sports law to replace the
current framework, which of-
ficials say is outdated and too
broad.

s
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The General Sports Authority
said it is preparing a governance
charter and new rules, includ-
ing performance-based funding
and stricter oversight of private
sports academies.

Clubs and federations have
broadly supported the move,
calling for transparent reporting,
annual assessments and stronger
financial controls, while urging
a gradual rollout to help smaller
organisations adapt.

Lawmakers are expected to
review the proposal in the com-
ing sessions.

s Parliament reviewed
the state of sports
lubs and federa-

tions, lawmakers heard calls to
strengthen job security, educa-
tion support and social protec-
tion for athletes.

During committee hearings,
participants urged authorities
to treat athletes not only as com-
petitors but as workers with
long-term careers, highlight-
ing gaps in employment rights,
university access and legal pro-
tections.

A key concern raised was the
lack of coverage for athletes un-
der Bahrain’s Social Insurance
Law, alongside calls to expand
professional contracts and for-
malise sporting leave policies.

Stakeholders said national
team players often face diffi-
culties securing time off from
employers, affecting both their
careers and Bahrain’s participa-
tion in international events. The

Stronger Rights for
Bahraini Athletes

issue extends to coaches, admin-
istrators and technical staff in-
volved in overseas competitions.

Education support also fea-
tured prominently, with propos-
als for university scholarships
and flexible study arrangements
to help athletes balance sport
and academics.

Officials pointed to ongoing
efforts to improve sports infra-
structure, including neighbour-
hood pitch projects and plans to
allocate space for facilities in fu-
ture developments. Meanwhile,
reforms to professionalise sports
clubs — including converting
them into companies — are un-
der way to provide more stable
environments for athletes.

Lawmakers were told that
athlete welfare requires a co-
ordinated approach, linking
employment rights, education,
infrastructure and governance
reforms to ensure sustainable

sporting careers

Betrayal of nation
‘unacceptable’

ahrain’s Housing

and Urban Planning

Minister said the re-

marks of the coun-
try’s leadership underscore a
firm commitment to national
stability and sustainable devel-
opment, while stressing that
betrayal of the nation consti-
tutes an unacceptable breach of
national values.

Minister Amina bint Ahmed
Al Romaihi said the statements
of His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa reflect a
“clear national vision” aimed
at safeguarding security, pre-
serving development gains and
strengthening social cohesion.

She said the King’s remarks
demonstrate a “deep awareness
of current challenges” while
reaffirming Bahrain’s policy of
protecting its achievements and
reinforcing unity between lead-
ership and citizens.

Al Romaihi added that any
justification or tolerance of ac-
tions that undermine national
security amounts to a violation
of responsibility and loyalty to
the country.

She noted that the govern-
ment’s approach, under the
directives of His Royal High-
ness Crown Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, focuses on
translating royal guidance into
practical policies that reinforce

“Bahrain remains
committed to
safeguarding national
stability, strengthening
unity and advancing
sustainable
development while
protecting the nation’s
achievements and
security.”

stability and ensure the continu-
ity of development.

The minister said Bahrain’s
stability during the current era
reflects the strength of its na-
tional institutions and its abil-
ity to safeguard achievements
while balancing security re-
quirements with development
goals.

Reaffirms rejection of
external interference

Minister of Oil and Envi-
ronment and special cli-
mate envoy Dr. Mohammed bin
Mubarak bin Dainah said that
remarks by HM King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa underscored
the kingdom’s “national con-
stants” and reaffirmed that the
homeland is a trust carried by
all its citizens.

Dr. bin Dainah said the
King’s media remarks clearly
reinforced state sovereignty, the
protection of national security
and stability, and the principle
that loyalty to the nation over-
rides all other considerations.

He added that the message
carried “firm and clear” signals
reflecting the depth of Bah-
rain’s leadership approach in
addressing regional challenges,
stressing that pivotal moments
distinguish genuine national be-
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longing from attempts at doubt
or betrayal.

The minister also highlighted
the King’s affirmation of the
readiness and vigilance of Bah-
rain’s armed forces, describing it
as evidence of the state’s stead-
fast policy in safeguarding sov-
ereignty and deterring external
interference.

He said the call for national
unity against external threats
and interference reflected a de-
cisive stance that betrayal of the
nation is unacceptable under
any justification.

Parliament Urges Better Jobs for Bahrainis

ahrainis should be the
Bﬁrst choice for jobs and

training, Parliament said,
marking International Workers’
Day with a call for better work
openings for young people.

The Council said labour policy
must put citizens first while keep-
ing laws and oversight in step
with the needs of the jobs market.

In a statement, Parliament
thanked workers across all fields
and sectors for their part in Bah-
rain’s growth, output and public
life.

It said their work had helped
the country’s building and devel-
opment under His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, with
the follow-up of His Royal High-
ness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, Crown Prince and Prime
Minister.

Parliament said it would sup-

IHANRN

port efforts to create quality jobs
for young Bahrainis and make
citizens the preferred choice in
hiring and training.

It also called for stronger laws,
closer parliamentary oversight
and better schemes to meet the
needs of the labour market as it
changes.

The Council praised the gov-

ernment’s work with the private
sector and its handling of unem-
ployment and jobseekers.

It said workers’ rights must be
protected, their gains preserved
and their role in the economy
recognised.

Workers, it said, remained one
of the main pillars of Bahrain’s
economy across all sectors.

Disability Sport Seeks Stronger Backing

isability and grassroots

D sports sectors are call-

ing for stronger sup-

port, warning that future suc-

cess depends on clearer talent

pathways, trained coaches and
better media access.

A parliamentary committee
report, based on meetings with
federations, clubs and journal-
ists, highlighted gaps in athlete
development — from school-lev-
el discovery to elite competition

— particularly for disabled and 4

deaf players, as well as women
and youth.

Sports bodies stressed the
need for early talent identi-
fication, specialised training,
family support and improved
transport, noting that logistical
barriers often prevent athletes
from reaching training.

Federations also called for

fair evaluation systems, more
competitions, and better-trained
staff able to work with athletes’
specific needs. Journalists,
meanwhile, urged improved
communication and transpar-
ency from clubs and federations.

The report concluded that
stronger links between schools,
clubs and national teams are
essential to ensure young talent
is not lost, as Bahrain looks to
build a sustainable pipeline for
future sporting success.
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abeel Khalid Kanoo, Chair-

man of the Bahrain Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry,
affirmed that the directives of
His Majesty Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa reflect a firm national
stance aimed at safeguarding
the security and stability of the
Kingdom of Bahrain and pre-
serving its national unity against
all threats targeting the nation
and its achievements.

He noted that His Majesty’s
emphasis on the importance
of national unity, strengthen-
ing awareness of responsibility,
and standing united behind the
kingdom and its wise leadership
represents a well-established
approach that places Bahrain’s
security and stability at the fore-
front of priorities. He also high-
lighted His Royal Highness Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the
Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister’s, continuous follow-up to
implement the Royal directives

lity fuels growth

Nabeel Khalid Kanoo, Chairman of the Bahrain Chamber of Commerce and

Industry

and translate them into initia-
tives and policies that support
national security, stability, and
sustainable development.
Kanoo explained that Bah-
rain’s security and stability are
the fundamental pillars of eco-
nomic development, continued
growth, investor confidence,

and a strong business envi-
ronment. He stressed that the
Bahraini private sector stands
firmly in support of all national
efforts and measures aimed at
protecting the nation and pre-
serving its stability and unity.
He added that the Chamber
fully supports all efforts that

reinforce security and stability
and confront anything that may
threaten national security or
undermine unity and cohesion,
thereby preserving Bahrain’s
achievements and enhancing its
position as a regional model of
stability and development.

Kanoo also praised the na-
tional foundations established
by His Majesty the King, which
have strengthened Bahrain’s re-
gional and international stand-
ing, as well as the ongoing ef-
forts led by His Royal Highness
the Crown Prince and Prime
Minister to drive economic de-
velopment and improve govern-
ment performance. He empha-
sized that Bahrain’s strength
will always lie in the unity of its
people and their solidarity with
their wise leadership.

He concluded by praying to
Almighty God to protect the
Kingdom of Bahrain, its leader-
ship, and its people, and to grant
it continued security, stability,
and prosperity.

Unity secures future

Manama

halid Ali Al Ameen, a

member of the Bahrain
Economic Development
Board, underscored that na-
tional unity under the lead-
ership of King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa remains a key pillar
in strengthening security and
stability in the Kingdom of
Bahrain.

Al Ameen said the cohesion
between leadership and citi-
zens reflects a high level of na-
tional awareness and a shared
commitment to safeguarding
the country’s achievements
while advancing comprehen-
sive development. He noted
that unity is essential in ad-
dressing security challenges
and reinforcing national sov-
ereignty, particularly amid on-
going regional changes.

He added that Bahrain con-
tinues to maintain a balanced
approach between security
and development, supporting
economic initiatives and en-
hancing the investment cli-
mate to ensure sustainable sta-
bility and create opportunities

KHALID ALI AL AMEEN, MEMBER- BAHRAIN
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BOARD

for future generations.

Al Ameen concluded that
strong solidarity between the
leadership and the people will
remain the foundation for con-
tinued progress and prosperity,
enabling the nation to confront
challenges with a responsible
national spirit.

Spirit Airlines

begins ‘wind-

downy’, cancels all flights

— - -

Spirit Airlines jets sit on the tarmac as operations ceased for the company at

Logan Airport in Boston, Massachusetts

AFP | Washington

ow-cost US carrier Spirit

Airlines said yesterday that
all of its flights have been can-
celled as it started an “order-
ly wind-down of operations,”
citing spiking fuel prices in
recent weeks as a key factor.

The troubled carrier, which
was looking to emerge from
its second bankruptcy in a
year, announced it was ceas-
ing operations after a poten-
tial White House bailout fell
through.

Spirit Airlines’ parent com-
pany, Spirit Aviation Holdings,
said in an early yesterday press
release that it has “started an
orderly wind-down of opera-
tions, effective immediately.”

“All Spirit flights have been
cancelled, and Spirit Guests
should not go to the airport,”
said the company.

US Transportation Secretary
Sean Duffy scrambled to de-
fend the Trump administra-
tion’s position as a rescue plan
that was said to be in the works
never materialized.

“The President was like a
dog on a bone trying to figure
out a way to keep Spirit afloat,”
Duffy said in a morning press
conference at Newark Liberty
International Airport in New
Jersey.

“In the end, this was a cred-
itor issue. Again, they have the
final say of whether they want
to do a deal with the govern-
ment,” he said. “But also from

Spirit Airlines began
flying in 1992 with
its signature yellow
planes and bargain
no-frills model that

forced larger carriers
to compete on price
for decades

the government’s perspective,
we oftentimes don’t have a half
a billion dollars laying around
in a spare account that we can
putinto a bailout of an airline.”

Spirit, which launched over
30 years ago with its bargain
no-frills offering that put pres-
sure on larger airlines, was the
ninth-largest US carrier by pas-
senger count as of December
2025, according to the Depart-
ment of Transportation.

The company’s webpage dis-
played a message telling guests
that “customer service is no
longer available.” The airline
said it will process refunds for
purchased flights.

Jet fuel prices have more
than doubled since the conflict
with Iran began in February,
prompting major US airlines
to lower their profit forecasts,
trim back on capacity growth
plans or both.

Banking sector pledges
full support to leadership

Manama

he Bahrain Banks Associ-

ation has stressed that the
Kingdom’s security, stability,
and sovereignty remain firm na-
tional constants, underscoring
unified support from the bank-
ing sector behind the country’s
leadership.

In a statement, the associa-
tion said remarks by HM King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa clear-
ly reflect a steadfast national
approach, affirming that safe-
guarding Bahrain’s security and
protecting its sovereignty are
non-negotiable priorities. It
added that the Kingdom is ad-
dressing challenges with a firm
strategy, particularly in light
of what it described as Iranian
aggression targeting national
security.

Chairman Yasser Al-Sharifi
said the King’s statements high-
light the importance of unity
across all segments of society,
noting that any actions under-

mining national security or loy-
alty to the Kingdom are unac-
ceptable and cannot be justified.

He reaffirmed the banking
sector’s full support for the
leadership’s position, stress-
ing its continued commitment
to strengthening the national
economy and maintaining fi-
nancial stability under the su-
pervision of the Central Bank
of Bahrain. He added that the

sector remains dedicated to en-
suring uninterrupted financial
services and system efficiency
under all circumstances.
Al-Sharifi emphasized that
Bahrain’s strength lies in the
unity of its people and their
alignment with the leadership,
renewing loyalty to the King
and support for the directives of
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa in
safeguarding national security

and advancing development.

Chief Executive Officer
Zeba Majid Askari described
the King’s remarks as firm and
reflective of a national stance
that places the country’s inter-
ests above all else. She said cit-
izenship represents a binding
commitment that must not be
compromised.

Askari added that the King’s
condemnation of Iranian ag-
gression demonstrates a clear
approach to protecting national
sovereignty, highlighting that
public awareness and responsi-
bility among Bahrainis remain
key pillars in confronting chal-
lenges.

She concluded by reaffirming
the banking sector’s resilience
and readiness to support eco-
nomic stability, ensuring the
continuity of financial services
while renewing full loyalty to
the Kingdom’s leadership and
its vision for sustained growth
and prosperity.

Korean Air bans roosters on US-Philippine

routes amid cockfi

AFP | Manila

Animal rights advocates were
crowing yesterday after Ko-
rean Air banned transporting
roosters on flights from the
United States to the Philippines,
which has a huge cockfighting
industry.

Filipinos wager tens of mil-
lions of dollars daily by some in-
dustry estimates as they watch
two roosters armed with metal
spurs fight to the death in clash-
es that can end in less than a
minute.

The United States is an impor-
tant source of roosters for these
fights, according to activists as
well as local breeder Eduardo
Eugenio, who told AFP shutting

ghting outcry
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down US imports would have a
“huge impact”.
The South Korean carri-

er said in a statement yester-
day that it had “suspended
the transportation of roost-

ers of all ages on routes from
the United States to the
Philippines”.

“Korean Air is committed to
the lawful and safe transport
of live animals, in accordance
with applicable laws and regu-
lations,” it added.

US campaigner Animal Well-
ness Action said Korean Air was
“in our estimation, the biggest
global air carrier of illegally traf-

BE ficked fighting birds”.

The company did not spe-
cifically mention cockfight-
ing roosters in its statement,
but animal rights groups
said the ban was the result
of their campaigning against
what they describe as a cruel
sport.
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Israel says two
Gaza flotilla
activists
brought in for
questioning

o jl
7

AFP | Jerusalem

wo activists who par-

ticipated in a Gaza-
bound aid flotilla have been
brought to Israel for ques-
tioning, the foreign minis-
try said yesterday, after the
vessels were intercepted by
Israeli forces.

The flotilla of more than
50 vessels had set sail from
ports in France, Spain and
Italy with the aim of break-
ing an Israeli blockade of
Gaza and bringing supplies
to the devastated Palestini-
an territory.

They were intercepted
by Israeli forces overnight
Wednesday to Thursday.

Israel said it had removed
around 175 activists from
the flotilla, but organisers
accused Israeli personnel
of “kidnapping” 211 people.

Two of the activists, Saif
Abu Keshek, from Spain,
and Thiago Avila, a Bra-
zilian, were in Israel and
would “be transferred for
questioning by law enforce-
ment authorities”, the for-
eign ministry said on X.

lllegal rave
draws 20,000
to ‘dangerous’
military site in
France

AFP | Paris

round 20,000 par-

tygoers gathered
yesterday for an illegal
rave at a military site in
France, defying warn-
ings about the risk of un-
exploded ordnance and
possible blasts.

The rave near the
town of Bourges in cen-
tral France kicked off on
Friday and organisers
expect as many as 30,000
people from France and
neighbouring countries
to arrive at the peak of
the event this weekend.

“Despite its illegal na-
ture, the government has
mobilised to ensure the
safety of this event and
limit any disturbances,
particularly for nearby
residents,” the prefec-
ture said in a statement.

Speaking to AFP,
Philippe Le Moing
Surzur, the top regional
official, said the site was
“extremely dangerous
due to the unexploded
ordnance it may con-
tain.”

QUOTE
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DAY ANSWER
BRUCE LEE

A WISE MAN CAN LEARN MORE
FROM A FOOLISH QUESTION THAN
A FOOL CAN LEARN FROM A WISE

us soldiers stand in front of military tanks at the United States Army military training base in Grafenwoehr, southern Germany (file photo)

NATO seeks details as U
slashes Germany troop

Washington’s troop cut and tariffs strain ties with Europe amid security concerns

US to withdraw 5,000
troops from Germany

® Trump-Merz
tensions escalate

EU faces new
auto tariffs

AFP | Washington

ATO said yesterday it was
| \ | working with the Unit-
ed States to understand
Washington’s decision to with-
draw 5,000 troops from Germany
as ariftin transatlantic ties deep-
ens over the Middle East war.
The Pentagon’s announcement
of the troop withdrawal follows a
spat between US President Don-

ald Trump and German Chancel-
lor Friedrich Merz, who said on
Monday Iran was “humiliating”
Washington at the negotiating
table. Trump fired back by saying
that Merz “doesn’t know what
he’s talking about.”

It also came as Trump an-
nounced that tariffs on cars and
trucks from the European Union
will increase to 25 percent next
week over accusations that the
bloc did not comply with a trade
deal signed last summer.

Pentagon spokesman Sean Par-
nell said on Friday the withdraw-
al of around 5,000 troops from
Germany was expected “to be
completed over the next six to
twelve months.”

“This decision follows a thor-
ough review of the Department’s
force posture in Europe and is in
recognition of theater require-

ments and conditions on the
ground,” Parnell said in a state-
ment.

There were 36,436 active-duty
US troops in NATO ally Germany
as of December 31, 2025, com-
pared to 12,662 in Italy and 3,814
in Spain.

German Defense Minister Bo-
ris Pistorius said yesterday the US
troop withdrawal “from Europe
and also from Germany was to be
expected.”

NATO said it was “working with
the U.S. to understand the details
of their decision on force posture
in Germany.”

“This adjustment underscores
the need for Europe to continue
to invest more in defense and
take on a greater share of the re-
sponsibility for our shared secu-
rity,” NATO spokeswoman Allison
Hart wrote on X.

36,436

US troops were stationed
in Germany as of late
2025 before the planned
withdrawal

‘Why shouldn’t I’

Trump has made a number of
threats to slash US troop numbers
in Germany and other European
allies during both his terms in
office, saying he wants Europe to
take on greater responsibility for
its defense rather than depend-
ing on Washington.

He now appears determined to

punish allies who have failed to
back the Middle East war or con-
tribute to a peacekeeping force
in the crucial Strait of Hormuz
waterway, which Tehran’s forces
have effectively closed.

Trump also accused German
automakers such as Mercedes-
Benz and BMW of ripping off
Americans, saying on Friday that
Germany and “other European
nations have not adhered to our
trade deal”

Germany would likely be hit
hard by a sharp vehicle tariff be-
cause itis responsible for a signif-
icant portion of EU auto exports.

Such tariffs would impose
“enormous costs on the Germa-
ny and European automobile in-
dustry,” the head of Germany’s
VDA lobby group for the sector,
Hildegard Mueller, said in a
statement.

AFP | Washington

President Donald Trump said
on Friday the US Navy was
acting “like pirates” as he de-
scribed an operation seizing a
ship amid the tit-for-tat Amer-
ican blockade of Iranian ports.
“We... land on top of it and
we took over the ship. We took
over the cargo, took over the oil.
It’s a very profitable business,”
Trump said at a rally in Florida.
“We’re like pirates,” he add-
ed to cheers from the crowd.
“We're sort of like pirates. But
we’re not playing games.”
Trump’s comparison of US

Trump says US Navy acting like ‘pirates’ during Iran blockade

naval activity to piracy comes
as legal experts raise alarms
about Iran’s blockade of the vital
Strait of Hormuz and its plans
to charge a fee for ships passing
through it.

Tehran effectively closed the
waterway -- a key route for oil
and gas shipments -- after the
start of the US-Israeli air cam-
paign against Iran on February
28.

The United States announced
a blockade of Iranian ports last
month after peace talks in Pa-
kistan failed to achieve a break-
through.

The Us Central Command,

responsible for US forces in the
Middle East, said it has redi-
rected 45 vessels to “ensure
compliance” with its blockade
as of Friday.

Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth
told reporters in April that the
blockade will last “as long as
it takes,” while top US military
officer General Dan Caine said
it “applies to all ships, regardless
of nationality, heading into or
from Iranian ports.”

Meanwhile Iran has vowed
to maintain its chokehold on
the strait as long as Washing-
ton continues to blockade its
ports.
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1797

Constitution of May 3 is proclaimed
by the Great Sejm (Parliament) of the
Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, the
first modern constitution in Europe

18083

Day depicted by Spanish
painter Francisco Goya
in his “The Third of May,”
which he paints in 1814

AFP | Dubai

Unidentified attackers hi-
jacked an oil tanker yes-
terday off the coast of Yemen
in the Gulf of Aden and directed
it towards Somalia, the Yemeni
coast guard said.

According to the agency, the
tanker EUREKA was seized off
Yemen’s Shabwa province by a
group who “boarded, took con-
trol of it, then steered it... in the
direction of the Somali coast”.

The coast guard, which is
affiliated with Yemen’s inter-

Oil tanker hijacked off Yemen, diverted
towards Somalia: Yemen coast guard

nationally recognised govern-
ment, vowed to investigate the
attack.

“The location of the tanker
hasbeen determined, and work
is under way to monitor it and
take the necessary measures
in an attempt to recover it and
ensure the safety of its crew,”
it said, without identifying the
crew’s numbers or nationality.

According to the website Ma-
rine Traffic, the EUREKA is a
Togolese-flagged oil products
tanker that was reported to

have been in the UAE port of
Fujairah in late March.

Piracy was rampant off the
coast of Somalia in the 2000s,
peaking in 2011 with hundreds
of attacks, but was significantly
reduced by international naval
deployments and new tactics by
commercial shipping.

But in recent weeks attacks
have increased again, according
to areport by the European Un-
ion naval mission deployed off
the shores of the troubled east
African country.

Iran military official
says renewed war
with US ‘likely’

US dissatisfaction with proposal fuels fears of war resumption

Trump rejects
latest proposal

® Talks stalled
since April 8

Iran inflation surges
past 50 percent

AFP | Washington

senior Iranian military
officer said yesterday that

renewed fighting with the
Us was “likely”, hours after Pres-
ident Donald Trump said he was
not satisfied with an Iranian ne-
gotiating proposal.

Iran delivered the new draft to
mediator Pakistan on Thursday
evening, state media reported,
without detailing its contents.

The war, launched by the Unit-
ed States and Israel in late Febru-
ary, has been on hold since April
8, with one failed round of peace
talks having taken place in Paki-
stan since then.

“At this moment I’m not satis-
fied with what they’re offering,”
Trump told reporters, blaming
stalled talks on “tremendous dis-
cord” within Iran’s leadership.

“Do we want to go and just
blast the hell out of them and
finish them forever -- or do we
want to try and make a deal?” he

Iran says ‘ball

Employees of Basra 0il Company, work at the Nahr Bin Umar Oil and Gas Field on

the outskirts of the southern Iraqi city of

in Iranian oil exports have
been blocked by the US
naval blockade during the
conflict

added, saying he would “prefer
not” to take the first option “on a
human basis”.

Yesterday morning, Moham-
mad Jafar Asadi, a senior figure
in the Iranian military’s central
command, said “a renewed con-

in US court’,

but ready for talks or war

AFP | Tehran

ran said Saturday that it

was up to the United States
whether to pursue a negotiated
settlement or to return to open
war, but that Tehran was ready
for either outcome.

“Now the ball is in the Unit-
ed States’ court to choose the
path of diplomacy or the con-

tinuation of a confrontation-
al approach,” deputy foreign
minister Kazem Gharibabadi
told diplomats in Tehran, ac-
cording to state broadcaster
IRIB.

“Iran, with the aim of secur-
ing its national interests and
security, is prepared for both
paths,” he said.

Basra

flict between Iran and the United
States is likely”, in quotes pub-
lished by Iran’s Fars news agency.

He questioned US commitment
to agreements.

Rising tensions

Iran’s judiciary chief Ghola-
mhossein Mohseni Ejei said on
Friday that the country remained
open to negotiations, but said it
would not accept imposed terms.

The White House has declined
to provide details on the latest
Iranian proposal, but news site
Axios reported that US envoy Ste-
ve Witkoff had submitted amend-
ments to a previous one putting
Tehran’s nuclear programme
back on the negotiating table.

The changes reportedly in-
clude demands that Iran not
move enriched uranium from

ombed sites or resume activity
there during talks.

News of the Iranian proposal
briefly pushed oil prices down
nearly five percent, though they
remain about 50 percent above
pre-war levels amid the ongo-
ing restrictions on the Strait of
Hormuz.

Despite the ceasefire in the
Gulf, fighting has continued in
Lebanon, where Israel has car-
ried out deadly strikes despite
a separate truce with the Iran-
backed armed group Hezbollah.

1926

Britain’s Trade Union Congress calls for N % hﬁ&; 5 § Margaret Mitchell
the country’s first-ever general strike, % "“":_..9 \ wins the Pulitzer
begins at 1 minute to midnight in support ' . ) Prize for her novel
of striking coal miners and lasts 9 days % "M | “Gone with the Wind”
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Mercosur is an eco-
nomic trading bloc
worth more than $4 tril-
lion. Today, I spoke with
President @JMilei about
recent progress toward
the Canada-Mercosur
trade deal, and how Can-
ada and Argentina can
deepen our partnership
in mining, energy, and de-
fence.

@MarkJCarney

02

Great work by @01GUS-
DA and @SecRollins

to go after the rampant
fraud in our SNAP pro-
grams that the Biden
Admin let surge. SNAP
benefits should be used
by Americans who need
help buying food, not by
fraudsters with enough
cash to buy Bentleys and
Ferraris.

@JDVance

03

yphoon Sinlaku has
hit Micronesia, dam-
aging critical infrastruc-
ture and affecting over
34,000 people. T've allo-
cated $1M from the UN’s
Global Emergency Fund
CERF for urgent life-sav-
ing aid - including wa-
ter, shelter and essential
support.
@UNReliefChief

rom the @UN to the
lunar South Pole, Ar-
temis is about more than
just footprints. It’s about
the economic benefits of
space and the partner-
ships rooted in American
leadership like the Arte-
mis Accords that make it

possible.
@USAmbUN

Building respect
and dignity into
the workplace

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

in labour reform, consistently prioritising the dignity

and mobility of its diverse workforce. Its track record is
defined by a series of ‘firsts’ that have fundamentally reshaped
the employer-employee dynamic in the Gulf.

Central to this progress was Bahrain’s landmark decision to
dismantle the restrictive traditional sponsorship system. By
granting foreign employees the right to change jobs without
their employer’s consent, the Kingdom became the first in the
region to institutionalise the freedom of movement. This shift
transitioned the labour market towards a contract-based sys-
tem, empowering workers and reducing the risk of exploitation.

The government’s commitment to human rights is further
evidenced by its proactive collaboration with civil society. It
enabled the establishment of the Migrant Workers Protection
Society (MWPS), a key partner in advocating for expatriate
welfare. Building on this, the government launched the Expa-
triates’ Protection Center, a dedicated mechanism providing
immediate intervention for victims of abuse or workplace
injustice. Furthermore, Bahrain’s inclusive approach extends
to organised labour; expatriate workers are legally permitted
to join, contest elections, and hold leadership positions within
labour unions, ensuring their voices are heard at the highest
levels of advocacy.

This framework aligns seamlessly with Bahrain’s commit-
ment to the UN Sustainable Development Goals, particularly
those championing decent work and reduced inequalities. By
upholding diversity and inclusivity, the Kingdom transforms
these time-honoured values into a modern economic strength,
ensuring every individual, regardless of origin, contributes to
a thriving, equitable society.

As we mark this Labour Day this May, Bahrain is looking
towards the future of the 21st-century workplace. The entry of
a tech-savvy younger workforce, coupled with the rapid inte-
gration of Artificial Intelligence (AI), presents both challenges
and opportunities. The Kingdom is currently setting new goals
to ensure labour laws remain agile—balancing technological
efficiency with the protection of human workers. By focusing
on upskilling and digital literacy, Bahrain aims to maintain its
status as a progressive hub where innovation and workers’
rights coexist seamlessly.

B ahrain has long distinguished itself as a regional pioneer

(Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-in-Chief
of The Daily Tribune and the President of the Arab-African
Unity Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and Counter-
terrorism)

Truth-tellers at risk, warns UN

TDT | Agencies
economic challenges, tech-

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stances)
/\

ournalists are increasing-

ly under threat world-
wide, with many facing vi-
olence, censorship and legal
harassment as they report on
those in power, a statement
marking World Press Free-
dom Day said yesterday.

The message highlighted
that media workers are often
among the first victims in
times of conflict and crisis,
as well as in environments
where scrutiny is resisted. In
recent years, the number of
journalists killed—frequent-
ly in targeted attacks—has
risen sharply, it said.

It added that around 85
percent of crimes against
journalists go uninvestigat-
ed and unpunished, under-
scoring what it described as
an “unacceptable” level of
impunity.

Beyond physical threats,
the statement pointed to
growing pressures from

nological disruption and the
deliberate spread of misin-
formation, all of which are
straining press freedom
globally.

“When access to reliable
information erodes, mistrust
takes root, public debate is
distorted, and social cohe-
sion weakens,” the statement
said, warning that under-
mining journalism makes
crises harder to prevent and
resolve.

Reaffirming the role of a
free press as a cornerstone
of democracy, it stressed that
press freedom is essential
for protecting human rights,
achieving sustainable de-
velopment and maintaining
peace.

The statement called for
stronger protections for
journalists and renewed
global efforts to ensure that
truth and those who report
it are safeguarded.
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8.6 hillion in US arms exports

US fast-tracks major arms packages for Gulf allies

he administration of
US President Donald
Trump has approved
more than $8.6 billion in
arms sales to key Middle Eastern
allies, using emergency powers to
bypass congressional review, the
State Department said Friday.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio
determined that an “emergency”
situation required immediate
action, allowing the administration
to waive the standard process in
which Congress can review and
potentially block major foreign
military sales.

The package includes multiple
defence agreements across the
region. Qatar will receive the
largest share, a $4.01 billion
deal for Patriot air and missile
defence support services intended
to strengthen its defensive
capabilities.

Kuwait has been cleared to
purchase an integrated battle
command system valued at

e

ight vehicles account-

I ed for the largest share

of traffic accidents in

the UAE last year, according to

data released by the Ministry

of Interior, highlighting ongo-

ing road safety concerns in the
country.

A total of 3,834 accidents in-
volved light vehicles, signifi-
cantly higher than any other
category. Motorcycles ranked
second with 1,224 incidents,
while heavy trucks were linked
to 325 accidents.

Smaller but notable figures
were recorded across oth-
er transport modes. Bicycles
were involved in 158 accidents,
heavy buses in 131, and electric
scooters in 120 cases. Light bus-
es accounted for 115 incidents,
followed by e-bikes with 62.
Vehicles of unknown type were
involved in 31 accidents, while
heavy and light mechanical

$2.5 billion, aimed at improving
coordination across its military
operations.

Additional approvals include
$992.4 million in Advanced
Precision Kill Weapon Systems
(APKWS) for Israel, and $147.6

X

' Al-S

atth

equipment were linked to 13
and one incident respectively,
according to figures reported
by Al Khaleej newspaper.

In total, the UAE recorded
6,014 traffic accidents during
the year. Collisions between
vehicles made up the majority
with 4,085 cases, while 1,102
involved pedestrians and 800
were rollovers. A further 27 in-
cidents were classified under
other categories.

Authorities identified sudden

swerving as the leading cause,

" military culture examination for
- candidates applying to the 2027-
2028 Command and Staff Courses

Command and Staff College.

. During the visit, the minister re-
- viewed organisational and admin-
istrative arrangements in place to

million worth of similar systems
for the United Arab Emirates.

US officials said the sales
reflect Washington’s commitment
to reinforcing the defence
capabilities of regional allies amid
ongoing geopolitical tensions.

uwait Defence Minister Shai-
kh Abdullah Ali Abdullah
alem Al-Sabah inspected the

e Mubarak Al-Abdullah Joint

=4 g

responsible for 1,074 accidents.
Driver distraction followed
with 948 cases, while failing to
maintain a safe distance caused
849 incidents. Negligence and
lack of attention contributed to
661 accidents.

The Ministry of Interior
said it had identified up to 160
contributing factors to road
accidents, including failure to
yield to pedestrians, unsafe
overtaking, running red lights,
excessive speed relative to road
conditions, and tyre blowouts.

Care and Recovery

DUBAI

Her Excellency Dalal Saeed Al
Shamsi, Assistant Undersecretary
for the Labour Protection Sector,
conducted an inspection visit to
Rashid Hospital on International
Workers’ Day to check on work-
ers and review their health con-
ditions.

The visit was part of the min-
istry’s efforts to support and care
for workers, reflecting what offi-
cials described as a humanitarian
approach that prioritises human
safety and dignity.

Authorities extended wishes
for the workers’ speedy recovery
and safe return to their duties,
while also marking International
Workers’ Day with messages of
appreciation for the labour force.

he President of the

I Dubai Civil Aviation
Authority and senior
aviation leaders welcomed

However, the use of emergency
authority is expected to trigger
scrutiny in Congress, where
lawmakers may question both
the scale of the deals and the
decision to bypass legislative
oversight.

Kuwait Defence Minister highlights officer training standards

ensure the smooth conduct of the
assessments. He was also briefed
on the evaluation mechanisms
and the criteria used in selecting
candidates.

Shaikh Abdullah stressed the
importance of such examinations
in preparing and qualifying future
military leaders, and in enhancing
the overall efficiency and readi-
ness of armed forces personnel.

the President of the Repub-
lic of Seychelles, Dr. Patrick
Herminie, to Dubai for talks
focused on strengthening air
connectivity and economic
cooperation.

The meeting, also attended
by Seychelles Ambassador to
the UAE Gervais Moumou and
UAE Ambassador to Seychelles
Ahmed Saeed Al Neyadi, un-
derscored the strategic im-
portance of aviation links in
supporting tourism, trade and
long-term economic resilience
for island nations.

Officials highlighted the
long-standing role of Emir-
ates Airline & Group in con-
necting Seychelles to global
markets, with flights to Mahé

Dubai—Seychelles
Connectivity Talks

“Enhanced Dubai-
Seychelles air
connectivity

will support
tourism, trade

and sustainable
economic growth.”

first launched in 2005. They
reaffirmed commitment to ex-
panding connectivity through
Dubai, working alongside
Air Seychelles and Tourism
Seychelles to diversify source
markets and support sustain-
able growth.

The discussions come as
Seychelles continues to pri-
oritise aviation and tourism
as key pillars of its economic
strategy.

Pakistan, Kuwait discuss
regional stability

akistan’s Deputy
P Prime Minister and

Foreign Minister
Mohammad Ishaq Dar
held a phone call with
Kuwait’s Foreign Minis-
ter Shaikh Jarrah Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah to
discuss regional develop-
ments and their broader
economic implications,
officials said.

During the conversation,
Dar underscored Pakistan’s
continued efforts to promote
constructive engagement and
diplomacy aimed at supporting
peace and stability in the region

and beyond.

Kuwait’s Foreign Minister
Sheikh Jarrah Jaber Al-Ah-
mad Al-Sabah commended
Pakistan’s diplomatic efforts,
describing them as sincere in-
itiatives contributing to last-
ing peace and security for the

Sea Hawk Maintenanc

- Y

U.S. Navy Sailors conduct routine maintenance on MH-60 Sea Hawk
helicopters aboard USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN 72). The MH-60 is U.S. Navy’s
primary shipboard helicopter and operates from destroyers, amphibious
ships, and carriers in the region.

wider Muslim world and the
international community.

Both sides reaffirmed the
longstanding fraternal relations
between Pakistan and Kuwait
and agreed to maintain close
coordination on issues of mu-
tual interest.

“Life teaches me that re-
sponsibility is a trust.

Aleader whois concerned
only with his own personal
success is not trustworthy.

A leader who does not
care about the success of
other leaders in the nation
is not trustworthy.

Selfishness in public ser-
vice is a betrayal of that
trust, because the nation is
indivisible.

True responsibility is to
carry the burden of the en-
tire nation — all of it — so
that you are not a burden
upon it.”

— Shaikh Mohammed bin Rashid
Al Maktoum, Ruler of Dubai
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VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

RIVER VIEW CONTRACTING W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 38398065 or
SHABANGUJJAR3002@GMAIL.COM

GREY MAN DOCUMENT CLEARANCE
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36319083 or alab-
sarinfo@GMAIL.COM

HEALTH WELLNESS BY NISHAW.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of MAS-
SEUR, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 66656707 or INFO@HEALTH-
WELLNESSBYNISHA.COM

BU MUAZ IT SERVICES has a vacancy for
the occupation of COMPUTER TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 38353530 or nadia.mohammed.
anwar@gmail.com

HARAEF SHAWARMA W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
38087449 or MOHAMEDZAKIO1986@
GMAIL.COM

DEEKO BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of MACHINE OPERATOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17458999 or hr.recruitment@deekobah-
rain.com

ADAS SWAMI AUTO SPARE PARTS has
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39228801 or AEA_76@OUT-
LOOK.COM

ALWARDI TRANSPORT CO. W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL,  suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17730626 or TURKI_ALWARDI@HOT-
MAIL.COM

JEREH GROUP MIDDLE EAST BAHRAIN
Branch of a Foreign Company has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSTRUC-
TION TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 77904677 or
ZHONGSHU.GAN@JEREH.COM

GLOBAL KITCHENS has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17217775 or
UGBCBAH@GMAIL.COM

MUHAMMAD SADIQ ELECTRICAL AND
MACHINE REPAIRING W.L.L has avacan-
cy for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
37127741 or m113642@gmail.com

ARROW EXPRESS W.L.L. has a vacancy
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
38787504 or ARROWEXPRESS.BH@
GMAIL.COM

NEMCO BUILDING CLEANING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
38814230 or CHSHAFIQ581@GMAIL.
COM

ZAM ZAM TRAVELS & TOURS W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33227168 or ZAMZAM.
TOURSS@GMAIL.COM

BLUE SWIMMING CRAB FACTORY FOR
PRESERVING FISH has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(FISH CUTTING),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33323995 or clearance@jaradahfish.
com

BLUE SWIMMING CRAB FACTORY FOR
PRESERVING FISH has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(FISH CUTTING),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33323995 or clearance@jaradahfish.
com

QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

ABU ZAINAB ANIMAL FEED CO W.LL
has a vacancy for the occupation of
SALES WORKER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39441637 or AQEEL.
RAWALIA@GMAIL.COM

QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39641612 or yousif@aanass.net

pany W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36937988 or
MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

Almoayyed Air Conditioning W.L.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of AIR-CON-
DITIONING TECHNICIAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17400407 or
proffice@almoayyedcg.com

MR.RIGHT GENERAL CLEANING OF
BUILDINGS has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CLEANER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 32212919 or JAF-
FAR.BINASHOOR@GMAIL.COM

Eazy Financial Services B.S.C. (C) has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL,  suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17565559 or layal.ebrahim@eazy.bh

ARANOS FOR JUICES & ICE CREAM has
avacancy for the occupation of KITCHEN
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17484815 or HAWRA@EDA-
MABH

ADNAN BUILDING CONTRACTING CO.
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation
of CARPENTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17701569 or NAWAKH-
DHA2058@GMAIL.COM

Water Color Interiors (Middle East) W.L.L.
has a vacancy for the occupation of
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 13699000 or gov@watercolorme.
com

ARABIAN GULF CAPITAL B.S.C CLOSED
has a vacancy for the occupation of
SALES MANAGER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33554001 or AC-
COUNTS@3YZ.COM

ALAMEED STREET GENTS SALON has a
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33999068 or HAAK20@HOTMAIL.COM

WADI ALQAMAR FOOD TRANSPORTA-
TION W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(SALES), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33223734 or
CH.MUHAMMADMUNAWAR22@GMAIL.
CoM

INNOVATEMINDS MANAGEMENT CON-
SULTANCY W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36347399 or MUHAMMADTAN-
VEERG2024@GMAIL.COM

AL SANAM CARGO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY /
FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33381465 or MATIUL
LAHSHAIQ786@GMAIL.COM

NASEEM COLOURS PAINTS has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES WORKER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17344024 or NASEEMCO@GMAIL.COM

ALSABAH ALUMINIUM WORKSHOP has
a vacancy for the occupation of ALU-
MINIUM TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33945756 or INFO@ALSABAHAC.COM

ALHAJ HASSAN GROUP B.S.C CLOSED
has a vacancy for the occupation of MA-
SON ASST, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17551111 or hr.admin@haji-
hassan.com

SALAH MOHAMED ABDULQADER AL
THAALAB has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 34196737 or Wa-
heedbashi8890@gmail.com

CLEAR VISION OPTICAL W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17257400 or ACCOUNTS@CLEARVI-
SIONME.COM

WE ONE FOOD COURT COMPANY W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(JUICE & SANDWICHES), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
38020740 or KURUDIVEED@GMAIL.COM

GEORGEINA ELECTRCAL CONTRACT-
ING has a vacancy for the occupation of
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39168636 or itsjalba-
ni523@gmail.com

SALON ABU SHANAB has a vacancy for
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36353593 or
GARMANYM3@GMAIL.COM

CALICUT JEWELLERS WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36141525 or AZAZAYAN@GMAIL.COM
LOTUS HOTEL has a vacancy for the
occupation of WAITER (HOTEL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17251444 or NAMALCO@BATELCO.COM.
BH

Mechanical Contracting & Services Com-

BLANCHE LAUNDRY has a vacancy
for the occupation of MANAGER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
39620660 or NAZARHALAB@GMAIL.COM

AHMED OMAR TRADING & CONTRACT-
ING EST W L L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CARPENTER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17258545 or
admin@ahmedomer.com

ALAMALI REAL ESTATE CO WLL has a
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33911540 or OSAMA.IMF@GMAIL.COM

SARFAN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
SERVICES W.LL has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36902060 or
MESHMESHDON@GMAIL.COM

ELCHAPO W.LL has a vacancy for the
occupation of WAITER (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
36994343 or SALMAN.BUKHARI@LIVE.
COM

KHAMAH BEAUTY has a vacancy for the
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39266204 or
SAEEDA306S@ICLOUD.COM

Metal Tech Contracting W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of AIR-COND.
SHEET-METAL INSTALLER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17295455 or
BASSEM@3CSBAHRAIN.COM

DR.THAI WOMEN MASSAGE has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASSEUR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
37777604 or FREEDOMPLUS82@HOT-
MAIL.COM

Almoawdah Const has a vacancy for
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17400386 or KHALEDHASAN@ALMAW-
DAH.COM

CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17822228 or hrd-
ept@circle.bh

NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(-
CLOSED) has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17700888 or ad-
min@nasserco.net

Q8 GLOBAL W.LL has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALES EXCUTIVE, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
39441181 or OTHMAN@TRIWLL.COM

ROYAL BAHRAIN HOSPITAL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17532010 or hussain.alali@royalbhm.
com

ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & DEVLOP-
MENT CO. W.LL. has a vacancy for the
occupation of MASON, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17226618 or
ACKR007@GMAIL.COM

Fabb Dekhor W.LL has a vacancy for
the occupation of MACHINE OPERATOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33215520 or fabbdekhorwll@gmail.com

NASS MECHANICAL CONTRACTING
COMPANY W.L.L. has a vacancy for the
occupation of STEEL FABRICATOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17725522 or yousif@aanass.net

NAJD PALACE RESTAURANT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of COOK(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33939005 or ALSAHEER746@
GMAIL.COM

DARWISH AHMED ABDULLA ALMAN-
NAI has a vacancy for the occupation
of TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact

17697800 or F-D-MANNAI@HOTMAIL.
COM

Long Range Building Construction Com-
pany W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION),
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39082115 or Muhammadirfan3372@
gmail.com

NATIONAL HOTELS COMPANY B.SC.
(DIPLOMAT HOTEL) has a vacancy for the
occupation of THERAPIST, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17530838 or
zalajjawi@nhcbahrain.com

MILANO GARAGE has a vacancy for
the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
39339792 or JASSIM.KHALIFA@SULB.
COM.BH

ANGIE S S CONSULTING W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLERK,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36205666 or ANGELINA.STRO@ICLOUD.
CoM

ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com

Manama Packaging Industry W.L.L. has
a vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17675246 or MFIAKRAM@
GMAIL.COM

FANTASTIC FIXERS REAL ESTATE CO
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33368677 or GA-
NESH.SHIKARL@GMAIL.COM

GULF EAGLE TRADING CO. W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of CARPEN-
TER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17300399 or info@gulfeg.com

ALQAYSARIYA SWEETS W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39025069 or MUNAWARADC@GMAIL.
CoM

ALRAMLA GRILLS & SANDWICHES has
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(KEBAB), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 37777271 or MEITRA2@
HOTMAIL.COM

ANANDA BHAVAN INDIAN RESTAURANT.
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
SUPERVISOR ASSISTANT, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 38992555 or
ANAND@ALRIYADHGROUP.COM

NOOR ALWLAYA RESTAURANT & GRILLS
COWLL has a vacancy for the occupation
of CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17630089 or NOOR.
ABDULLA2018@GMAIL.COM

AMWALWLL has a vacancy for the
occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33235458 or SHAJEEMMC@BFI.CO

GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39641612 or yousif@aanass.net

TAIBAT ALZALAQ Vegetables has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
36175737 or JAMALALTHAWADIZAL-
LAQ@GMAIL.COM

REDFAN TRADING EST has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
33404445 or THE-HOMARA@HOTMAIL.
CoM

CRYSTAL CORNER RESTAURANT has a
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17290276 or GOLDENCRYSTAL76@
GMAIL.COM

ICG SERVICES CO W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.COM

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.
com.bh

SAADAH ABBAS YAHYA THAAMER
has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER(LAUNDRY), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 36052408 or
MOHSEN_COMP@HOTMAIL.COM

FIVE TO THIRTY MINUTES SERVICES
W.LL has a vacancy for the occupation
of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33523852 or
ZUBAIR1122@GMAIL.COM

Bin Sadad performance shop has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MECHANIC,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33704447 or SADADI.PERFORMANCE@
GMAIL.COM

MANDARIN  CHINESE RESTAURANT
CO has a vacancy for the occupation of
WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17259775 or ARAMANAT7RTS@
GMAIL.COM

ABAYAT DAFIF has a vacancy for the
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33868104 or
H1H2H3333@GMAIL.COM

ALAMWAJ ALHADAAT LAUNDRY W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
WORKERS(LAUNDRY), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33392625 or
SHAMEEMKP@GMAIL.COM

NESTO HYPERMARKET W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CASHIER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17227206 or WESTERNBAHRAIN2021@
GMAIL.COM

GUARDUS SECURITY CO. W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of SECURI-
TY GUARD, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17400407 or HRD@AL-
MOAYYEDCG.COM

Intertech Trading W.LI has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17680566 or sshakeeb@batelco.com.bh

AMERICAN SCHOOL OF BAHRAIN W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of
TEACHER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17211800 or jobs@asb.bh

ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com

PORTER EXPRESS W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of MESSENGER(EST.
MAIL DISTRIBUTION), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 77999910 or
ahmed@PORTEREX.COM

NADEYA MARKET BAHRAINI Partnership
Company has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALESMAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 34229626 or LAL.
LAMA@YAHO00.COM

Security Solutions Co. W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SECURITY
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 77996666 or GOVERNMENT@
MRE.CO

SILENT POWER RENEWABLE ENERGY
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
ACCOUNTANTS, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39977833 or MOHD@
MESMM.COM

TIKKA BABA W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of MANAGER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39994932 or
Sameera@hoorholding.com

PATRICK YORK IRELAND INSURANCE
AND REINSURANCE BROKERS CO. W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation of AC-
COUNTANTS, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17587031 or finance@
pybahrain.com

MUHARRAQ THATTUKADA FOODS has
a vacancy for the occupation of COOK(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 66707072 or AHMED-
88BUSHAQUR@GMAIL.COM

HIRALAL RAMJI KALIDAS CO. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of JEWELRY
GOLDSMITH (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39622368 or
SEEFCMJ@YAHOO.COM

B2B TRADING W.LL. has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
36006162 or dailytask3962@gmail.com

MANGAL REPAIRING WORKSHOP BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a
vacancy for the occupation of MECHAN-
ICAL FITTER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 66924558 or MAN-
GAL4979@GMAIL.COM

NEW WORLD WIDE CAR SPARE PARTS
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17273525 or ALI.ALTOBAJI@
GMAIL.COM

SEEF CORNER CAFE W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SANDWICHES
MAKER, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33491717 or RAYANDAYMART@
GMAIL.COM

Al Mustafa Construction Co. W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR FOR OPERATIONS, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33447761 or
INFO@MUSTAFA-CONSTRUCTION.COM

GULF CITY CLEANING W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39641612 or yousif@aanass.net

GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39641612 or yousif@aanass.net

GULF CITY CLEANING W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39641612 or yousif@aanass.net

MAHE GENERAL TRADING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CASHIER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
39602040 or SALWE1970@HOTMAIL.
COM

CARPI SERVICES EST has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
34111343 or kawkab.914@hotmail.com

BUKEN EVENT CENTER W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DECORATOR,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
33041556 or BUKENYAHASSAN93@
GMAIL.COM

STARBELLY CAFE W.LL W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can contact
38036414 or RANJANS770@GMAIL.
COM

Reckitt Benckiser Bahrain W L L has a
vacancy for the occupation of MACHINE
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17468555 or johain.dalmei-
da@reckitt.com

NUY has a vacancy for the occupation
of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33677322 or FLY-
CITYDOCUMENT@GMAIL.COM

ALKOMED ENGINEERING ~ SERVICES
CO. has a vacancy for the occupation
of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17698500 or AL
KOMED@BATELCO.COM.BH

UNIQUE FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33306469 or CHIRIVELLA-
HARIKZ@GMAIL.COM

RAMADA HOTEL has a vacancy for the
occupation of ROOM ATTENDANT, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17742000 or Ramada@ramadabahrain.com

DRAGON AUTO SERVICES has a vacancy
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17611939 or dragongarage2015@gmail.
com

JOHNNY & CO. W.LL has a vacancy
for the occupation of MASSEUR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17313373 or  JOHNNY.COMPANY@
GMAIL.COM

JASSIM  ABDULLA JUMA ALRUMAI-
HI(WARAHM - 10899 ) has a vacancy
for the occupation of FISHERMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
17840031 or JAALRUMYHI@GMAIL.
COM
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THE REYNARDS INTERIOR DECORA-
TION W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).
GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 38430819 or HAR-
RISKHAN222@GMAIL.COM

Al Hekma International School Com-
pany W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of TEACHER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17620820 or
AHIMS@BATELCO.COM.BH

MUHAMMAD [IHTESHAM COMBINED
FACILITIES  SUPPORT  ACTIVITIES
COMPANY W.LL has a vacancy for
the occupation of OFFICE HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33891761 or SHAHBA-
ZAHMEAD565666@GMAIL.COM

7 STAR CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 66627665 or FASTWAYWORLD@
GMAIL.COM

NEW IDEA CONTRACTING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified
applicants can contact 39822392 or
j6j36065102@gmail.com

MIRAI RESTAURANT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17713113 or SHARIFALSAMAHI-
JI22@GMAIL.COM

MOHSIN PERVEZ COMPANY W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36563904
or MOHSINPERVEZ532@GMAIL.COM

Mechanical Contracting & Services
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of SUPERVISOR (SITE),
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36937988 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.
CoM

EBRAHIM KHALIL KANOO CO. B.S.C.
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17262262 or
hr.s@ekkanoo.com.bh

HAJAR TRADING AND TECHNICAL
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of SUPERVISOR (SITE),
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17551377 or SALES@hajartech.
com

ALSHEHAB ALUMINIIUM AND
WROUGHTIRONS W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER(GLASS
CUTTING), suitably qualified applicants
can contact 36644449 or alshehabalu-
minium@gmail.com

PAKKISTAN TEA HOUSE has a vacancy
for the occupation of DISH WASHER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33240566 or AMINASHAH9412@
GMAIL.COM

space creators Carpentry wll has a
vacancy for the occupation of CAR-
PENTER, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 34335118 or SPACECRE-
ATORS.BH@GMAIL.COM

FUTURE OASIS MANAGMENT CO WLL
has a vacancy for the occupation of
ADVERTISING CLERK, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 39479876
or FUTUREOASIS.BH@GMAIL.COM

ZAWEYAT QAWS AL MATAR SHA-
WARMAW.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WAITER, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33058476 or
ACHIKKKANAVAS@GMAIL.COM

BAWA SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of PAINTER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact
35429659 or  NUFAILSIMAMAT9@
GMAIL.COM

YOUSIF DARWISH SERVICES has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PAINTER,
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17780032 or yousifdarwish978@
gmail.com

L M C S CARGO SERVICES W.LL has
a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE ASSISTANT, suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33479339 or
WAGARHASHMI86G@YAH00.COM

Ipswich seal Premier League return

McKenna achieves third promotion as Wrexham fall short

Ipswich beat QPR 3-0

® Promotion secured
with second place

Millwall settle
for play-offs

Wrexham miss
out on top six

AFP | London

diate return to the Premier

League as they beat QPR
3-0 yesterday to hold off the
challenge of Millwall as Holly-
wood-backed Wrexham missed
out on the play-offs.

The Tractor Boys had the
destiny of second place in the
Championship in their own
hands and two goals in the
opening 10 minutes from George
Hirst and Jaden Philogene al-
lowed the party to start early at
Portman Road.

Kasey McAteer rounded off
victory five minutes from time
as Ipswich join Coventry in the
top flight next season.

Ipswich struggled last season
on their return to the Premier
League for the first time in 22
years, but will hope that experi-
ence serves them better for the
challenge ahead.

Despite winning just four of

I pswich secured an imme-

Dara 0’Shea of Ipswich Town lifts the Sky Bet Championship runners up trophy

their 38 league games last sea-
son, the club have been reward-
ed for keeping faith with Kieran
McKenna.

The former Manchester Unit-
ed assistant boss has now led the
club to three promotions in four
campaigns.

“This has probably been the
hardest one, if I'm honest, so it
means an awful lot,” said McK-
enna.

“We’ve had to try and rebuild
this team under difficult circum-
stances and you know everyone’s
stuck at it. I think we deserve to
be where we are today.”

3

promotions in four
seasons highlight Ipswich’s
remarkable rise under
manager Kieran McKenna

Ipswich’s cruise to victory
spoiled Millwall’s hopes of pro-
motion back to the top flight for
the first time since 1990.

The Lions did their job by

beating Oxford 2-0 to secure
third place and will meet Hull
for the first leg of their play-off
semi-final on Friday.

Wrexham were denied the
shot at a fourth consecutive pro-
motion under the ownership of
Hollywood actors Ryan Reyn-
olds and Rob McElhenney in
agonising fashion.

The Welsh side were held 2-2
at home by Middlesbrough, al-
lowing Hull to leapfrog them
into sixth thanks to a 2-1 win
over Norwich.

Southampton are the favour-
ites to also bounce straight back

Sheffield Wednesday
ended the season on
zero points after an
18-point deduction but
celebrated a takeover
by US consortium
Arise Capital Partners
that avoided a further
15-point penalty

to the top tier in the play-offs
after a19-game unbeaten league
run.

A 3-1 win over Preston lift-
ed the Saints up to fourth and
secured home advantage for
the second leg of their play-
off semi-final against Mid-
dlesbrough.

Derby’s hopes of climbing into
the top six were dashed by a 2-1
home defeat to Sheffield United.

Sheffield Wednesday’s rele-
gation to the third tier was con-
firmed way back in February,
but there was double cause for
celebration for the Owls on the
final day.

They beat West Brom 2-1 to
win for the first time since Sep-
tember and end the season on
zero points after an 18-point
deduction.

Real Madrid’s
Carvajal suffers
toe fracture
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Dani Carvajal

AFP | Madrid

R]e)al Madrid defender
ani Carvajal will miss
the Clasico on May 10 after
suffering a toe fracture, his
club said yesterday.

The veteran right-back
is set to miss the next two
weeks according to Span-
ish media and could return
for the club’s final game of
the season against Athletic
Bilbao.

Real Madrid, second, are
11 points behind league lead-
ers Barcelona who could
clinch La Liga this weekend
with a win at Osasuna, if
Los Blancos drop points at
Espanyol on Sunday.

Carvajal will be out for
the Clasico clash at Barca
next Sunday, which may be
his last as a Madrid player.

The defender, who has
won six Champions League
titles and four La Liga ti-
tles with Madrid, is out of
contract at the end of the
season.

The 34-year-old had
hoped to form part of
Spain’s World Cup squad
this summer but after an in-
jury-hit season his chances
were already slim before his
latest setback.

Joy for Norris i in Mlam1 as McLaren end Mercedes run

AFP | Miami

orld champion Lando

Norris beamed in the
Florida sunshine Friday after
steering his upgraded McLaren
to pole position for yesterday’s
sprint race at the Miami Grand
Prix.

The 26-year-old Briton made
the most of the extensive up-
grades on his car to outpace
Mercedes’ Italian teenager Kimi
Antonelli, at 19 the youngest
man to lead the drivers’ cham-
pionship in F1 history, and end
Mercedes’ early season domi-
nation.

“I’ve always loved Miami,
both on and off the track,” said
Norris, who claimed his maiden
F1 triumph at the compact cir-
cuit built around the Hard Rock
Stadium in Miami Gardens in
2024. “And this is a good result
for us, but still only at the begin-
ning of the weekend.

“There’s still along way to go,

.

British driver Lando Norris steers his upgraded McLaren

but it’s nice to kick off by doing
this. We’ve got a lot of new up-
grades on the car and it is nice
to feel some grip again -- and
nice to reward the guys and girls
who have put a lot of work into
this.”

Asked if he felt this indicated
that the defending constructors’
champions had regained the

initiative from McLaren, Norris
was cautious.

“It’s so tough to know because
every track is different. We’ve
known that this track has always
been good to us, but we knew
that what we were bringing was
hopefully going to be a good step
so it’s nice that our estimations
have proved to be correct.

LANDO NORRIS

“The team deserve that...
Since the first lap today, I felt
very comfortable and I thought
I had a bit of rear grip, so it is
good to start with pole.”

McLaren team-mate Oscar
Piastri, who won last year’s race,
was a close third ahead of Fer-
rari’s Charles Leclerc, four-time
Max Verstappen of Red Bull and
early season leader George Rus-
sell of Mercedes.

Leclerc offers hope to Ferrarl fans in Miami

AFP | Miami

harles Leclerc offered Fer-

rari fans a message of hope
on Friday after the Italian team
were outpaced by McLaren’s
world champion Lando Nor-
ris in qualifying for yesterday’s
sprint race at the Miami Grand
Prix.

Leclerc, who was fastest ear-
lier in practice, qualified fourth
behind both McLarens and
Mercedes’ teenage world cham-
pionship leader Kimi Antonelli.

“We struggled with tires to-
day in the heat,” Leclerc said.
“On mediums, we were working
very well, but it was not such a
nice feeling on the softs, so we

have to look at that.

“We know that we’re stronger
in race pace but we have work to
do in qualifying.

“I’m sure we have the pace to
get back to the front in the race
and we just have to see if we can

.~ find a way to overtake.”

Leclerc added that he was im-
pressed by the big improvement
in McLaren with their extensive

| upgrades package.

“Our upgrades are fine, but it’s

3 just that everybody has brought

Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc races during Sprint qualifying

upgrades here,” he said.

“We kind of expected this
situation where Mercedes is
probably still the car to beat,
but McLaren made a big step
forward.
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Spurs still in
relegation zone

® West Ham lose
3-0 to Brentford

Brentford boost
European hopes

Newcastle end
losing streak

AFP | London

est Ham’s 3-0 defeat
at Brentford offered
Tottenham a lifeline

in the battle for Premier League
survival yesterday.

Spurs remain in the relegation
zone, two points from safety,
but can move out of the bottom
three with victory at Aston Villa
on Sunday after the Hammers
succumbed to just their third
defeat in 11 league games.

Brentford boosted their
chances of European qualifica-
tion for the first time with a first
win in eight matches.

Konstantinos Mavropanos

SDOIES

Brentford victory reshapes relegation and European qualification battles

#28 Tomas Soucek

was left to rue his luck in two
key first-half incidents.

The Greek defender was un-
fortunate not to be awarded a
free-kick as he turned the ball

Brentford’s Danish midfielder #24 Mikkel Damsgaard jumps to head the ball with West Ham United’s Czech midfielder

into his own net to open the
scoring.

Mavropanos thought he had
made amends moments later
with a bullet header, but was

ruled marginally offside by a
VAR review.

Brentford had another call go
in their favour early in the sec-
ond half when Dango Ouattara

YOU

KNOW WHAT

Mavropanos had goal
disallowed by VAR
seconds after own-
goal opened Brent-

ford scoring

won a penalty and Igor Thiago
coolly converted his 22nd Pre-
mier League goal of the season.

Mikkel Damsgaard’s strike
rounded off a damaging day for
West Ham, who face title-chas-
ing Arsenal next weekend.

Brentford move up to sixth,
which could be enough to secure
Champions League qualifica-
tion.

Newcastle eased any lingering
fears of being drawn into the
relegation battle with a 3-1 win
over Brighton to end a five-game
losing streak.

William Osula and Dan Burn
scored in the opening 24 min-
utes as Newcastle edged up to

West Ham defeat gives Spurs hope

goals have been scored by
Brentford’s Igor Thiago
this season

13th.

Jack Hinshelwood pulled a
goal back, but defeat could prove
costly to Brighton’s European
ambitions as having started the
weekend in sixth, they could end
it outside the top half.

Harvey Barnes rounded off
the scoring in stoppage time
to bring some relief to the un-
der-fire Eddie Howe.

Sunderland’s bid for Europe
was also dented by a 1-1 draw at
bottom-of-the-table Wolves.

Nordi Mukiele put the Black
Cats in front early on, but Sun-
derland played for over an hour
a man down after a red card for
Dan Ballard.

Santiago Bueno levelled but
Wolves could not muster just a
fourth league win of the season.

Struggling Nantes deepen Marseille’s woes in Ligue 1

TDT | Manama

Marseille’s troubled sea-
son in Ligue 1 continued

with a comprehensive 3-0 de-

feat away to Nantes yesterday
which is a further blow to their
prospects of Champions League
qualification but gives their
opponents’ renewed hope of

avoiding relegation.

Ignatius Ganago, Remy Cabel-
la and Matthis Abline all scored
in the space of nine minutes
early in the second half at the

Stade de la Beaujoire as Nantes
claimed a first win in nine
matches and just a fifth victory
all season -- but their second
against Marseille.

Historic Awali cricket clash ends in dramatic tie

TDT | Manama

he historic Awali Cricket

Club’s annual President
vs Captain match ended in a
dramatic tie, marking another
chapter in a 90-year tradition
that began in 1935.

Played in a 30-over format,
the contest between the Pres-
ident’s X1 and the Captain’s X1
delivered a closely fought en-
counter filled with competitive
cricket and strong team perfor-
mances, finishing level after the
final delivery.

The President’s XI was led
by Kumar Nair, while Jigar
Brahambhatt captained the op-
posing side. Both teams trad-
ed momentum throughout the
match, which officials described
as a “perfect reflection” of bal-
anced competition within the
club.

“This historic match is part of
Bahrain cricket’s legacy,” Nair
said. “Today’s tied result shows
its fierce competitiveness, and
that is exactly the spirit that has
kept this tradition alive for nine
decades.”

The match drew several for-
mer Awali players and club
veterans, underscoring the
deep-rooted community behind
one of Bahrain’s oldest cricket
institutions. Among those pres-
ent were Raman, Deepak Nair,
Ahmed Ismail, Kushal, Neeraj
Mukhiya, Stanly Fernandes, and
Hemanta Bora.

Prachur Shukla officiated the
match, and both sides praised
the standard of umpiring and
the spirit in which the game

was played.

Founded in 1935, Awali Crick-
et Club remains one of the Gulf’s
oldest cricket clubs, with its an-

X AWALI RICKET CLUB

nual President vs Captain fix-
ture considered a cornerstone
of its sporting calendar.

The 2025 edition, ending in a

tie, was widely seen as a fitting
symbol of continuity, balance,
and tradition in Bahrain’s crick-
eting landscape.

Arsenal Send Title
Message With

imirates
1Y BETTER

Fulham Win

Gyokeres celebrates with Gabriel after finding the net
TDT | Manama

Arsenal moved six points
clear at the top of the Pre-
mier League with a 3-0 win
over Fulham at the Emirates
Stadium yesterday. Manches-
ter City, who are neck and neck
with them in the title race, still
have two games in hand and
face Everton away tomorrow
at 10pm Bahrain time, keep-
ing the pressure firmly on the
Gunners.

Arsenal took the lead in the
9th minute when Viktor Gyok-
eres finished from close range
after Bukayo Saka drove into
the box and cut the ball back.
The second goal arrived in the
40th minute, with Gyokeres
turning provider as he slipped
Saka through to calmly slot
past the goalkeeper. Just be-
fore half-time, Arsenal struck
again as Gyokeres headed
home from a Leandro Trossard
cross to complete a dominant
first-half display.

The home side’s intensi-
ty remained high through-
out the opening 45 minutes,
with Ebere Eze and Trossard
heavily involved as Arsenal
repeatedly stretched Fulham’s
defence.

Fulham showed more re-
sistance after the interval, but
Mikel Arteta’s side managed
the game comfortably. David
Raya was rarely tested as the
visitors struggled to create
clear chances.

Gyokeres came close to
completing a hatrick late on,
denied by Bernd Leno, while
Riccardo Calafiori also struck
the crossbar, but the scoreline
remained unchanged.

Despite a quieter second
half, Arsenal saw out the win
professionally to strengthen
their position in the title race
and build momentum ahead of
a crucial week, with a Champi-
ons League semi-final second
leg against Atlético Madrid
coming up next.
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Dar Kulaib, Bani Jamra
Advance in Crown Prince’s Cup

N

Celebration from Dar Kulaib players after a set win

TDT | Manama

Dar Kulaib and Bani Jam-
ra booked their places in
the semi-finals of the 2025-26
His Royal Highness the Crown
Prince’s Cup after contrasting
victories at the Isa Bin Rashid
Volleyball Arena yesterday.

Dar Kulaib were in ruth-
less form, sweeping A’ali 3-0
(25-12,25-16,25-17) in a com-
fortable display from start to
finish. The defending league
champions controlled every
set, reinforcing their status as
one of the main contenders for
the title.

Bani Jamra, meanwhile, sur-
vived a dramatic five-set battle
against Nabih Saleh, edging a
3-2 win (25-23, 24-26, 21-25,
25-23, 15-9). After trading
momentum throughout the
match, they held their nerve
in the decider to seal a hard-
fought victory.

The remaining semi-final
spots will be decided today,

with Muharraq facing Al
Tadhamun at 7pm and Al Ahli
taking on Al Najma at 8:30pm,
both at the Isa Bin Rashid Vol-
leyball Arena.

The tournament features all
14 Bahrain Volleyball Associa-
tion teams, with both reigning
Crown Prince’s Cup holders
Muharraq and league cham-
pions Dar Kulaib still in con-
tention.

Muharraq begin their title
defence against an in-form
Tadhamun side, who recently
impressed with a straight-sets
win over Busaiteen (25-21,
25-17, 25-18). Al Ahli reached
the last eight with a 3-0 win
over Al Shabab (25-16, 25-15,
25-20), while Al Najma de-
feated Al Dair (25-18, 25-19,
25-17), setting up a balanced
quarter-final clash.

The semi-final lineup will
be completed after tonight’s
double-header, with the final
four set to resume the knock-
out stage on Wednesday. The
final is scheduled for Saturday.

Al Ittifaq, East Riffa
Earn Promotion

TDT | Manama

I Ittifaq and East Riffa

Club have both secured
promotion to the Nasser bin
Hamad Premier League for the
2026-2027 season following
a thrilling conclusion to the
Bahrain First Division cam-
paign.

Al Ittifaq finished top of the
table on 47 points after a dra-
matic 3-2 win over Al Hala,
sealed by a stoppage-time
strike from Abdulghafour
Mahri. The match swung re-
peatedly throughout the night.
Mahri opened the scoring in
the 15th minute before Mo-
hammed Fikri levelled almost
immediately. Ahmed Kouri
restored Al Ittifag’s lead ear-
ly in the second half, but Al
Halarefused to fade, with Fikri
striking again in the 82nd min-
ute to make it 2-2. Just when
it looked like points would be

Al Ittifaq’s players line up before a match

shared, Mahri delivered again
in the 91st minute to complete
his brace and confirm promo-
tion as champions.

Their season also featured
a strong cup run, including a
penalty shootout defeat to Al
Ahli in the King’s Cup quar-
ter-finals, underlining their
competitiveness against top-
tier opposition.

Meanwhile, East Riffa se-
cured their return to the Pre-
mier League in equally deci-
sive fashion, finishing second
on 46 points after a 1-1 draw
with Manama. Needing only a
point to guarantee promotion,
they held firm under pressure
to complete their comeback
to the top flight following rel-
egation in the 2024-25 sea-
son. Their return also restores
one of Bahrain football’s most
anticipated fixtures, the Riffa
Derby against Al Riffa sc, back
to the Premier League stage.

Hussain Almaskati
TDT | Manama

he Nasser bin Hamad

I Premier League enters

a decisive phase today

with Matchweek 20, as the sea-

son edges closer to its conclu-

sion. Only two rounds remain

after this, and the picture is still

far from settled. The title race is

tight at the top, while the fight to

avoid relegation and the playoff

zone unfolds across the bottom
half.

The round kicks off with two
matches today, both at 7 PMm. At
Khalifa Sports City, league lead-
ers Al Khaldiya face Budaiya.
In just a few seasons since their
2020 formation, Al Khaldiya
are already in position to chase
a third league title, sitting top
on 48 points and just two ahead
of second-placed Muharragq.
The margin at the top leaves no
room for error, with next week’s
meeting between the two sides
shaping up as a potential title
decider.

Al Khaldiya won the reverse
fixture 1-0 in January, an edge
that may prove important if the
teams finish level on points, as
head-to-head record is the pri-
mary tiebreaker. If still insepa-
rable, goal difference would ap-
ply, where Muharraq currently
hold a +10 advantage.

Meanwhile, Budaiya sits ninth
with 21 points and occupies the
relegation playoff zone, where
the ninth- and 10th-placed
teams must face First Division
opposition to preserve their top-
flight status.

Elsewhere, Bahrain Club will
take on Al Malkiya at Bahrain
National Stadium. Bahrain Club
have already been relegated af-
ter last week’s results and sit
bottom on 7 points; their fate
is sealed. Al Malkiya are fourth

—— e

on 30 points and aiming to con-
solidate a strong top-half finish.

Tomorrow, attention shifts
back to Khalifa Sports City,
where Al Najma meet Muharraq
at 7 PM. Al Najma are 10th and
in the relegation playoff zone,
but a win could lift them as high
as eighth depending on other
results. Muharraq, second on
46 points, continue their pur-
suit of a record-extending 36th
title after a crucial 1-0 win over
Budaiya last week.

Also at 7 PM at Bahrain Na-
tional Stadium, Al Hidd meet

Al Khaldiya players celebrate a goal in a previous round

A’ali. Hidd are sixth on 24
points, just one behind fifth-
placed Aali on 25, with both
sides looking to improve their
standing in the table.

The round concludes on
Tuesday with two more fixtures.
At Khalifa Sports City, Riffa take
on Al Shabab Club at 7 pm. Riffa
remain third after a thrilling
3-2 win over Al Ahli and appear
set to finish in that position. Al
Shabab are 11th on 14 points and
could be relegated this round if
they lose and Al Najma avoid
defeat.

- Al Khaldiya on verge
of third league crown

At the same time, Sitra Club
face Al Ahli Club at Bahrain
National Stadium. Al Ahli are
seventh on 23 points, while Sitra
are eighth on 21, just above the
relegation playoff line.

Alongside the league action,
the individual honours battle
adds another layer of intrigue.
Mubharraq’s Edimar Ribeiro da
Costa leads the Golden Boot
standings on 12 goals, just one
ahead of Al Khaldiya’s Joel Beya,
while Al Ahli’s Abdulla Al Ha-
shash remains in contention on
10.

Second-string Bayern held by
Heidenheim before PSG clash

AFP | Berlin

heavily-rotated Bayern

Munich were held to a 3-3
draw at home by last-placed
Heidenheim yesterday, days out
from their return Champions
League semi-final against Paris
Saint-Germain.

Bayern made seven changes
to the side who lost 5-4 in a wild
first leg in the French capital
on Tuesday and were down 2-0
in the first half to goals from
Budu Zivzivadze and Eren
Dinkci.

Bayern roared back from a
3-0 deficit to win 4-3 last week
at Mainz and this time round
Leon Goretzka scored twice to
level things up with half an hour
remaining,.

Zivzivadze scored again to
put Heidenheim back in front

Bayern Munich’s Leon Goretzka (C) scores his team’s second goal

but substitute Michael Olise
scored in the 10th minute of
stoppage time to snatch a point
for the hosts.

Coach Vincent Kompany once

again named a heavily changed
line-up, leaving seven starters
from Tuesday’s match includ-
ing Harry Kane, Olise, Joshua
Kimmich and Luis Diaz on the

bench.

With Heidenheim needing a
win to have any chance of beat-
ing the drop, the visitors started
frantically, pinning Bayern back
with a series of corners.

Heidenheim broke through af-
ter 22 minutes when Zivzivadze
turned the ball off the post and
in from a corner.

Dinkci added another nine
minutes later, storming into
the box and taking a touch on
a Marnon Busch pass to round
Bayern goalkeeper Jonas Urbig
and tap home.

Bayern were below their best
but pulled a goal back before
half-time from a set-piece. With
dead ball specialists Kimmich
and Olise cooling their heels on
the bench, Goretzka unleashed
a dipping shot into the top right
corner.
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