
F1 title race tightens 
after Qatar drama
• McLaren’s strategy 
error costs them victory

AFP | Doha

After another bungled 
team performance from 
McLaren, Max Verstap-

pen is now within reach of what 
seemed to be an improbable 
fifth consecutive drivers’ world 
championship.

Lando Norris, after two dom-
inant and polished triumphs in 
Latin America,  has rediscov-
ered his self-doubts and will 
make the short trip from Doha 
to Abu Dhabi with a lead of only 
12 points ahead of Red Bull’s 
Verstappen.

His McLaren team-mate Os-
car Piastri, the fastest driver, 
also lost out in his team’s stra-
tegic pit-stop blunder and fell 
to third, a further four points 
adrift, ahead of a three-way 
showdown in the desert on 
Sunday.

Here we look at three things 
we learned from the Qatar 
Grand Prix:

  McLaren contorted by 
‘papaya rules’

After two weekends of self-in-
flicted damage to their driv-
ers’ championship ambitions, 
McLaren have one chance left to 
avoid ultimate sporting disaster 
at the Yas Marina circuit by gift-
ing the drivers’ crown to a rival 
after clinching the teams’ title 
with months to spare.

But, confined as they seem to 
be by their own “papaya rules” 
that require complete equality 
in support and opportunity for 
both Norris and Piastri, they 
cannot allow for any more mis-
takes.

Or they have to abandon 
equality and issue team orders 
that require Piastri to support 
Norris.

They had both cars disquali-
fied for a technical error in Las 
Vegas and then, in Qatar, took 
the decision not to pit both cars 
at the same time under the safe-
ty car on lap seven when every 
other driver pitted.

It was a basic blunder made 

because they wanted to main-
tain fairness and a two-car stop 
with race leader Piastri coming 
in first ahead of Norris, who was 
third on track behind Verstap-
pen, would have disadvantaged 
the Briton.

“Potentially, I would have 
lost time,” said Norris. “A bit of 
time, maybe. I wouldn’t have 
lost a position, I don’t think. But 
there’s nothing I can do about 
it.”

Piastri said: “On a personal 
level, I feel like I’ve lost a win. 
In hindsight, it’s pretty obvi-
ous what we should have done. 
It’s gut-wrenchingly painful for 
me.”

Team chief Andrea Stella ad-
mitted it was a team mistake and 
had cost them a win and a po-
dium finish as the pair finished 
second and fourth.

But Zak Brown, the chief ex-
ecutive officer who has champi-
oned giving both drivers equal 
backing, was unusually quiet.

Verstappen has composure 
and momentum

Described by Brown as com-
parable to a horror movie mon-
ster, Verstappen has laughed 
at McLaren’s mistakes and 
claimed last week that, if he 

drove one of their cars, he would 
have won the title already with 
weeks to spare.

He wrote his own chances off 
when he was 104 points adrift of 
the leader at the end of August, 
but goes to Abu Dhabi – where 
he has won four times in five 
years – with a real chance.

Norris can take the title if he 
finishes on the podium, but to 
judge from his jittery weekend 
in Qatar it may not be as simple 
as that. Verstappen, who invited 
them to call him “Chucky”, after 
the serial-killer doll, has got un-
der McLaren’s corporate skin.

“On pure pace, it will be tough 
in Abu Dhabi,” he said. “But a 
race like today shows that it’s 
not always straightforward at 
a Grand Prix and a lot can hap-
pen.

“So, I’m probably relying a bit 
on that. It’s all possible now, of 
course. We’ll see... I don’t really 
worry about it too much.”

Relaxed, joking and enjoying 
teasing his rivals, Verstappen 
has a chance to complete a re-
markable run with a spectacular 
title triumph.

Hamilton downcast, Ferrari in 
disarray

Lewis Hamilton and Charles 
Leclerc were equally despond-
ent after finishing 12th  and 
eighth, vanquished by all their 
main rivals and left with little 
optimism for the future even 
if Hamilton, humiliated in 
qualifying for the second con-
secutive Grand Prix, spoke of  
hope.

Both lacked confidence in 
the car and with other teams 
like Aston Martin, with Adrian 
Newey appointed as team chief, 
and Mercedes, with an envied 
new power unit on the way for 
2026, on the march, the outlook 
is bleak.

Thunder down Blazers to avenge lone defeat of season
AFP | Los Angeles

The NBA champion Oklaho-
ma City Thunder avenged 

their only defeat of the season 
on Sunday, using a fourth-quar-
ter surge to beat the Portland 
Trail Blazers 123-115 and im-
prove to 20-1.

Shai Gilgeous-Alexander 
scored 26 points to lead six 
Thunder players to score in 
double figures.

With their 12th straight win 
Oklahoma City are off to the 
best start since the 2015-16 
Golden State Warriors opened 
the season 21-0.

Reigning NBA Most Valuable 
Player Gilgeous-Alexander’s 
93rd straight game with at least 
20 points is the second-longest 
such streak behind Wilt Cham-
berlain’s 126 straight set from 
October 1961-January 1963.

He surpassed a 92-game 
streak set by Chamberlain from 

February 1963-March 1964.
Center Chet Holmgren added 

19 points, nine rebounds, three 
blocked shots and a steal for 
the Thunder, who opened the 
final period on an 8-0 scoring 
run to gain the upper hand in a 
tense clash that featured 15 lead 
changes.

OKC suffered their only defeat 
of the season against the Blazers 
on November 5, when the Thun-
der squandered a 22-point lead 
and fell 121-119 at Portland.

The Blazers again put them to 
the test, emerging from a back-
and-forth first half with a 55-54 
lead and taking an 87-85 lead 

into the final period.
Deni Avdija led the Trail Blaz-

ers with a triple-double of 31 
points, 19 rebounds and 10 as-
sists, but the Thunder wouldn’t 
be denied.

Aaron Wiggins came up with 
a steal and a basket to launch the 
fourth-quarter opening burst. 
Holmgren produced a mas-
sive block then made a layup.

Jalen Williams threw down 
a dunk, Ajay Mitchell came up 
with another steal and a layup 
and suddenly the Thunder had 
a six-point lead less than two 
minutes into the final frame.

“(We) got a lot of turnovers 
in that stretch, which goes 
down to playing hard, being in 
the right spots, really crack-
ing down on the game plan,” 
said Williams, who played his 
second game since returning 
from off-season wrist surgery. “I 
think that kind of opened up the  
game.

Oklahoma City’s Jalen Williams flies for a dunk

McLaren’s British driver Lando Norris makes a pit stop

McLaren’s “papaya 
rules” of strict driver 

equality prevented 
them from pitting both 
cars effectively under 
the safety car, a deci-
sion that cost them a 

likely 1-2 finish
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MISTER MACHINE B.S.C c has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SHOVEL OPERATOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 17705050 
or MUSTAFA@MISTER-MACHINE.COM
AL BESAT CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39861400 or AL-BE-
SAT@HOTMAIL.COM
JANA GENTS SALON has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BARBER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39648070 or JAFFARSAL-
MAN1963@GMAIL.COM
MOIZ IFTIKHAR TRADING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38404056 or 
FIAZ.FIZZY@GMAIL.COM
SPRAY FOAM CAR WASHING & POLISHING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CAR 
WASHER/CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39055567 or SALMANAL-
TAWASH67@GMAIL.COM
BAIROOZA SUPPORT SERVICES CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35935010 or 
SERVICEMONICA9@GMAIL.COM
MAZE RUNNER CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38242281 or SUDHAD-
HARANI2121@GMAIL.COM
ALBAKRI JEWEL PERFUMES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39184270 or RABI.ALEASSA@GMAIL.COM
DREAM PLAN BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COM-
PANY has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES AGENT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33247950 or ADILGULRAGE@
GMAIL.COM
NBA CARS PAINTING AND BODY REPAIR has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MECHANI-
CAL HELPER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33775772 or ALI.FARDAN.50@
GMAIL.COM
KONATA FOR GOODS RE-EXPORT BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER/PACKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32154605 or 
SMARTBOY620716@GMAIL.COM
PROJECX CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38991448 or 
ALHADDBM@YAHOO.COM
ALTARHEEB PALACE FASHIONS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39677640 or 
ZAHRAAEBRAHIM305@GMAIL.COM
SHABEBA CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17716710 or SHABEBACO@
HOTMAIL.COM
NILE EGYPT FOR GENERAL TRADE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36973343 or QATHAM.BH@GMAIL.COM
ALDURRA ALHIJAZIA FOR EVENTS has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CO-ORDINATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33918404 or PRINCESS-000@LIVE.COM
ADNAN MAINTENANCE SERVICES CO BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33282098 or KASAD2845@GMAIL.COM
RAJPOT BAKERY has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BREAD BAKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39888023 or 
CHSHAFIQ581@GMAIL.COM
ZAKI STAR GENTS SALON W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38868178 or 
ZAKISTARDOCUMENTS@GMAIL.COM
DEEP INTERIOR DECORATION  W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37113450 or SHARMADEEP20032@
GMAIL.COM
RSJB CONSTRUCTION INSTALLATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17200118 or RIZWAN.
SIDHU@YAHOO.COM
MAYAR CARGO HANDLING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32299648 or UBAIDMAYAR5625@GMAIL.COM
TYLOS BAHRAIN PLASTIC FACTORY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MACHINE 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36901444 or ABURIYDH144@GMAIL.
COM
Abdulaal Cleaning & Maintenance Compa-
ny W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17404101 or SMALACME@GMAIL.COM
CRUMBLES CAFE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33550228 or CRUMBLE-

SADM@GMAIL.COM
ITALIAN CORNER RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 38061060 
or PASHAREALESTATE101@GMAIL.COM
SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM 
SCAFFOLDS- SIMPLE COMMANDITE COMPA-
NY has a vacancy for the occupation of EM-
PLOYEE(OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17552722 or 
SIAM7373@BATELCO.COM.BH
AL RAYAN MEDICAL COMPLEX W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SPECIALISED 
DOCTOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17366990 or CEO@ALRAYANMEDI-
CALCOMPLEX.COM
SKY MARKET has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39459406 or FALAH.Q11@
GMAIL.COM
ALJIDAN SUPERMARKET has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17292940 or 
tar3q@live.com
RANWA STONE CONSTRACTION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DRIVER(HEAVY VEHI-
CLE), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36361228 or ALIJMAA16@GMAIL.COM
FARYAB SCRAP has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(CRUSHING), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34633301 or 
Hamadali346333@gmail.com
LULU CONTRACTING CLEANING AND MAIN-
TENANCE W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17720648 or 
INFO@LCMWLL.COM
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. l. l has 
a vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17717730 or rsuresh@alazzamgroup.com
AALOO GATE SHABIR CAFETERIA W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(GRILL-
ING), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36651705 or ASIM4022@GMAIL.COM
MY PETS has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17536617 or MYPETS.WLL@
GMAIL.COM
MOVE UP STEP REAL ESTATE. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39484066 or GULFBAHRAIN33@GMAIL.COM
SILVER SHINE JEWELRY W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17215541 or 
SHINEJEWEL@HOTMAIL.COM
ZENJ EXCHANGE CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of COMPUTER PROGRAM-
MER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17343813 or hr@zenjex.com
GALLERY 21 W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of RECEPTIONIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36843013 or tariq.
sharif@ritzcarlton.com
TALAL MARKETS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33496925 or 
HHASHIMPP@GMAIL.COM
.PRO SPORT MASSAGE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17760191 or NOOORA.
S91@GMAIL.COM
SINAN TEXTILES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33311919 or NEWSKY-
BAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
AL HILAL HOSPITAL COMPANY - BSC 
(CLOSED) has a vacancy for the occupation 
of MEDICAL CONSULTANT, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17344700 or HRD@
ALHILALHEALTHCARE.COM
MHA SANDWICHES has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33889759 or 
HUSSAINALBANAY1982@GMAIL.COM
TRIO MANPOWER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER(FOOD DISTRIBUTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
77288886 or YAQOOBI@HOTMAIL.COM
SADAF ASLAM PERVEZ FOR CONTRACTING 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33879006 or PINK-
SADAF91@GMAIL.COM
synergic facility services has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER(FOOD DISTRIBUTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66637663 or HESSAHESSAHESSA@YAHOO.COM
LAVANDA SPA has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33246611 or lavandaspa@
yahoo.com
804 GENTS SALON W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38316218 or 
AHMEDCHAND775@GMAIL.COM
DUST TO SHINE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER-CLEANING-(HAND 
& CHEMICAL SOLUTIONS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38831980 or ZOHAIB-
KHALID447@GMAIL.COM
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