
Philippines needs to find 
ways to exploit South China 
Sea resources, says Marcos
Reuters | Manila

The Philippines must find a 
way to explore for oil and gas 

in the South China Sea even with-
out a deal with China, President 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr said yester-
day, emphasising his country’s 
right to exploit energy reserves in 
the contested waterway.

“That’s a big thing for us, that is 
why we need to fight (for what is 
ours) and take advantage if there 
really is oil there,” Marcos told 
reporters.

Talks over joint energy explora-
tion between Manila and Beijing 
in the South China Sea had been 
terminated, the previous govern-
ment said in June, citing consti-
tutional constraints and issues of 
sovereignty.

“That’s the roadblock, it is hard 
to see how we can resolve that. I 
think there might be other ways 
so it does not have to be G-to-G 
(government-to-government),” 
Marcos said.

Marcos’ remarks came after his 
foreign affairs secretary said in 
August Manila was open to new 
talks with China on oil and gas 
exploration and that a deal with 
China or any other country must 
comply with Philippine laws.

The Philippines relies heavily 
on imported fuel for its energy 
needs, making it vulnerable to 
supply shocks and rising oil pric-
es, which have helped push up 
inflation to a near 14-year high.

During a three-day visit last 
week, US Vice President Kamala 

Harris affirmed American defence 
commitments to the Philippines 
and reiterated support for a 2016 
arbitration ruling that invalidated 
Beijing’s expansive South China 
Sea claims.

Modi urges unity on ‘greatest challenges’ 
as India assumes G20 presidency
Reuters | Mumbai

The world must cooperate 
to tackle the greatest chal-

lenges of climate change, ter-
rorism, and pandemics, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi said 
yesterday as India began its 
year-long presidency of the 
Group of 20 (G20).

The Ukraine conflict, which 
started with a Russian invasion 
in February, dominated a two-
day G20 summit in Indonesia 
last month, to the frustration 
of some members that wanted 
more attention on global eco-
nomic woes.

“Today, we do not need to 
fight for our survival - our era 
need not be one of war. Indeed, 
it must not be one,” Modi said 
in a declaration published in 
Indian newspapers to mark the 
start of the G20 presidency.

“Today, the greatest challeng-
es we face - climate change, ter-
rorism, and pandemics - can be 
solved not by fighting each oth-
er, but only by acting together.”

His comment on war echoed 

a remark he made to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin at a 
regional conference in Septem-
ber, when he told him now was 
not a time for war, widely inter-
preted as a mild rebuke of what 
Russia calls its “special military 
operation” in Ukraine.

Modi, in the Thursday decla-
ration, said India would aim to 
depoliticise the global supply 
of food, fertilizers and medical 
products, so that geo-political 
tensions do not lead to global 
disruptions.

“As in our own families, those 
whose needs are the greatest 

must always be our first con-
cern,” Modi said.

G20 members agreed at last 
month’s summit, on the Indo-
nesian island of Bali, to pursue 
efforts to limit the rise in glob-
al temperatures to 1.5 Celsius, 
including speeding up efforts 
to phase down unabated use 
of coal.

India,  the world’s  sec-
ond-biggest consumer of coal, 
said it would prioritise a phased 
transition to cleaner fuels and 
the slashing of household con-
sumption to achieve net zero 
emissions by 2070 to meet its 
decarbonisation pledge.

“Our G20 priorities will be 
shaped in consultation with 
not just our G20 partners, but 
also our fellow-travellers in the 
global South, whose voice often 
goes unheard,” Modi said.

“We will encourage an honest 
conversation among the most 
powerful countries - on mitigat-
ing risks posed by weapons of 
mass destruction and enhanc-
ing global security.”

Tunisia’s spicy Harissa gets 
UNESCO heritage status

AFP | Tunis

UNESCO yesterday added 
Tunisia’s spicy national 

condiment Harissa to its list 
of intangible cultural heritage, 
saying it was part of the North 
African country’s identity.

The United Nations’ cultural 
agency is meeting in Morocco 
to examine proposals for its 
list of Intangible Cultural Her-
itage, which aims to protect 
cultural traditions, practices 
and knowledge.

“Just inscribed on the #In-
tangibleHeritage List: Harissa, 
knowledge, skills and culinary 

and social practices,” it tweet-
ed yesterday.

Harissa is a paste made with 
sun-dried hot peppers, freshly 
prepared spices and olive oil, 
which preserves it and slight-
ly reduces its spiciness. It is 
found in almost every restau-
rant in Tunisia and also ex-
ported worldwide.

Tunisia’s application for the 
status notes that Harissa is “an 
integral part of domestic pro-
visions and the daily culinary 
and food traditions of Tuni-
sian society”, usually prepared 
in a family or community  
setting.
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This #WorldAIDS -
Day, let’s reaffirm 

our commitment to end 
AIDS by 2030. @WHO 
calls on all countries to 
implement global health 
sector strategies on HIV, 
hepatitis and sexually 
transmitted infections. 
With bold leadership, 
we can deliver care for 
everyone!

@DrTedros

Peace is never easy — 
but it is always nec-

essary. The @UN will 
continue working with 
the @_AfricanUnion to 
deliver the peace, pros-
perity and climate jus-
tice that the people of 
Africa deserve.

@antonioguterres

As a reminder, tap the 
stars icon on upper 

right of screen to switch 
between latest people you 
follow and recommended 
tweets

@elonmusk

I firmly believe now 
is the best time to go 

further still and catalyse 
a fundamental mindset 
shift, to benefit humanity 
as a whole. #G20India @
MohamedBinZayed @
AlsisiOfficial @RishiSu-
nak @vonderleyen

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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China set to loosen COVID curbs after week of historic protests
Reuters | Beijing

China is set to announce an 
easing of its COVID-19 quar-

antine protocols in the coming 
days and a reduction in mass 
testing, sources said, a marked 
shift in policy after anger over 
the world’s toughest curbs 
fuelled widespread protests.

Cases nationwide remain 
near record highs but the 
changes come as some cities 
have been lifting their lock-
downs in recent days, and a 
top official said the ability of 
the virus to cause disease was 
weakening.

Health authorities announc-
ing the easing in their areas 
have not mentioned the pro-
tests - the biggest show of civil 
disobedience in China for years 
- which ranged from candle-lit 
vigils in Beijing to street clashes 
with police in Guangzhou.

The measures due to be un-
veiled include a reduction in 
the use of mass testing and reg-
ular nucleic acid tests as well as 
moves to allow positive cases 
and close contacts to isolate at 
home under certain conditions, 
the sources familiar with the 
matter said.

That is a far cry from earli-
er protocols that led to public 
frustrations as entire commu-
nities were locked down, some-
times for weeks, after even just 
one positive case.

The frustration boiled over 
last week in demonstrations 
of public defiance unprec-

edented in mainland China 
since President Xi Jinping 
took power in 2012. The un-
rest comes as the economy is 
set to enter a new era of much 
slower growth than seen in  
decades.

Yesterday night, Shanghai 
train commuters reported wire-
lessly receiving an unsolicited 
document onto their phones 
saying that life in China would 
only get better if there was a 
full lifting of lockdown and that 
Xi step down - an apparently 

new tactic amid a heavy police 
presence in some cities ahead 
of the weekend.

Less than 24 hours after vio-
lent protests in Guangzhou on 
Tuesday, authorities in at least 
seven districts of the sprawl-
ing manufacturing hub, said 
they were lifting temporary 
lockdowns. One district said 
it would allow schools, restau-
rants and businesses including 
cinemas to reopen.

Cities including Chongqing 
and Zhengzhou also announced 
easings.

The sense of official momen-
tum towards a landmark shift 
built yesterday as Vice Premier 
Sun Chunlan, who oversees 
COVID efforts, told a meeting 
of frontline experts that the 
Omicron variant was weaken-
ing in its ability to cause dis-
ease, allowing China to improve 
prevention efforts.

Six letter bombs detected in Spain
Spain tightens security after prime minister’s office, five other sites receive explosive packages

• US embassy 
latest target in spate 
of letter bombs

• Ukraine embassy 
official slightly injured 
by one device

• Defence ministry, 
arms manufacturer, air 
base also targeted

Reuters | Madrid

Bomb disposal experts de-
fused a letter bomb at the 
US Embassy in Madrid yes-

terday, the sixth such device sent 
to high-profile targets in a wave 
that prompted Spain to step up 
security and vow not to be de-
terred from supporting Ukraine.

The campaign began with a 
package sent to Prime Minister 
Pedro Sanchez on Nov. 24, spur-
ring Madrid to tighten security 
around public buildings. Since 
Wednesday, similar devices have 
also been sent to the defence min-
istry, an air force base, a weapons 
manufacturer and the Ukrainian 
embassy - where a security officer 
was slightly injured.

Defence Minister Margari-

ta Robles, who was visiting the 
Ukrainian port city of Odesa yes-
terday and met her Ukrainian 
counterpart Oleksii Reznikov, 
said the letter bombs would not 
deter Spain from supporting 
Ukraine’s “just cause”.

“What must be very clear is that 
none of these deliveries or any 
other violent action will change 
the clear and firm commitment 
of Spain, NATO countries and 
the European Union to support 
Ukraine,” she said.

The latest package was inter-
cepted at the U.S. Embassy by 
security officials and was later 
detonated in a controlled explo-
sion by Spanish police.

On Wednesday, a package ad-
dressed to the Ukrainian ambas-
sador to Spain detonated at the 
country’s embassy as a security 
official investigated it, causing 
him to suffer minor injuries to his 
hands and a concussion. Security 
has now been stepped up around 
embassies as well.

Later on Wednesday, Instalaza, 
an arms manufacturer in Zarago-
za, northeastern Spain, that has 
send more than 1,000 C90 rocket 
launchers to Ukraine received 
another package. Yesterday an 
air force base housing a Europe-
an Union satellite centre, Spain’s 
defence ministry and the U.S. Em-
bassy also received packages.

Ukraine points finger at Moscow

After the package sent to the 
Ukrainian embassy detonat-
ed, Ukrainian Foreign Minister 
Dmytro Kuleba ordered all of Ky-
iv’s embassies abroad to “urgent-
ly” strengthen security.

Ukraine’s ambassador to Spain, 
Serhii Pohoreltsev, appeared to 
blame Russia.

“We have instructions from the 
ministry in Ukraine that given the 
situation we have to be prepared 
for any kind of incident... Russian 
activities outside the country,” he 
told Spanish television station 
TVE on Wednesday.

Russia invaded Ukraine nine 
months ago in what it calls a “spe-
cial military operation” that Kyiv 
and the West describe as an un-
provoked, imperialist land grab.

Spain has sent or committed to 
send military and humanitarian 

equipment to support Ukraine in 
the conflict, including surface-to-
air missile launchers, a battery of 
six light howitzers, ammunition 
and body armour and light weap-
ons as well as offering its airmen 
training in air defence in Spain.

Yesterday, the Twitter account 
of the Russian Embassy in Spain 
posted a statement condemning 
“any threat or terrorist act” in 
relation to the five letter bombs, 
“particularly directed at a diplo-
matic mission”.

The delivery of letter bombs 
across the Spanish capital caused 
road closures and traffic chaos 

around major diplomatic and 
public buildings.

Speaking before the latest pack-
age was found at the US Embassy, 
Spain’s deputy interior minister 
said early indications suggested 
the first five packages were sent 
from within Spain.

Rafael Perez, the junior minis-
ter responsible for security, told a 
news conference that the home-
made devices were sent in brown 
packages containing a flammable 
powder and tripwire that would 
generate “sudden flames” rather 
than an explosion.

The packages were addressed 
to the heads of the institutions 
they were sent to.

One device had been kept intact 
for investigative purposes, Perez 
said, while the others were det-
onated by the security forces in 
controlled explosions.

“It appears that they were all 
sent from within the country but 
we are basing this on early visual 
inspections without yet having 
an in-depth technical report,” 
he said.

Perez said it did not yet ap-
pear necessary to convene the 
security committee that would 
evaluate stepping up Spain’s ter-
rorist threat level, already at the 
second-highest level following 
Islamist attacks around Europe 
over the past decade.

News in brief 
 u Pope Francis will 
visit the Democratic 
Republic of Congo 

and South Sudan early next year, 
a trip previously postponed due to 
problems with his knee, the Vatican said 
yesterday. The 85-year-old pontiff will visit 
Kinshasa during his trip to DRC from January 
31 to February 3. He will then be joined by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, 
and the Moderator of the General Assembly 

of the Church of Scotland, Iain Greenshields, in heading to Juba in South Sudan 
from February 3-5. It will be the pontiff’s fifth visit to the African continent since 
being elected head of the worldwide Catholic church in 2013..

 u North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un has called a key party 
meeting for December that will 
lay out the isolated country’s policy direction 
for the year ahead, state media reported 
yesterday. Kim made the announcement at 
a Wednesday politburo gathering, according 
to a report carried by the official KCNA news 
agency, telling senior leadership that 2023 
would be a “historic year”. The announcement 
of the meeting comes after months of warnings from Seoul and Washington that 
Pyongyang is poised to conduct another nuclear test, the country’s seventh.

 u A landslide in the 
southern Brazilian state 
of Parana killed at least 

two people and left dozens missing 
on Wednesday, according to 
officials. A landslide, which followed 
heavy rainfall, affected Brazil’s BR-376 
highway, CNNE reports. Authorities 
believe mud buried six trailers, and 
up to 15 vehicles on the highway, as 
it tumbled on a 200 meter (656 foot) 

stretch of the road. A fire department representative told local media that they 
estimate that between 30 and 50 people could be missing.. The representative 
added that military police, firefighters, civil defense teams and rescue dogs are 
assisting with rescue efforts and the cleaning of embankments.

 u South African president 
Cyril Ramaphosa is facing a 
possible impeachment threat 
over the “Farmgate” scandal. The president 
has been accused of covering up a $4m 
(£3.3m) theft from his farm in 2020, including 
kidnapping and bribing the burglars into 
silence. A leaked report from an independent 
panel has found that Ramaphosa abused 
his position and may have broken an anti-
corruption law. He has denied wrongdoing, and 
said the money was from selling buffalo. The panel’s findings have been handed 
to parliament, which is set to examine them and decide whether or not to launch 
impeachment proceedings next week.

Pope to visit DR Congo, S. 
Sudan in early 2023

Landslide leaves at least two 
dead and dozens missing in Brazil

North Korea to hold key 
party meeting in December

South African president 
faces impeachment threat

Ukraine says Russia pulls back forces from river towns opposite Kherson
Reuters | Beijing

Ukraine’s military said yes-
terday Russia had pulled 

some troops from towns on the 
opposite bank of the Dnipro 
River from Kherson city, the 
first official Ukrainian report of 
a Russian withdrawal on what 
is now the main front line in 
the south.

The statement gave only limit-
ed details and made no mention 
of any Ukrainian forces having 
crossed the Dnipro. Ukraini-
an officials also stressed that 
Russia had intensified shelling 
across the river, knocking out 
power again in Kherson where 
electricity had only begun to be restored nearly three weeks after Russian troops vacated the 

city and fled across the river.
Since Russia abandoned 

Kherson last month, nine 
months into its invasion of 
Ukraine, the river now forms 
the entire southern stretch of 
the front.

Russia has already told civil-
ians to leave towns within 15 km 
of the river and withdrawn its 
civilian administration from the 
city of Nova Kakhovka on the 
bank. Ukrainian officials have 
previously said Russia pulled 
back some artillery near the 
river to safer positions further 
away, but until now had stopped 
short of saying Russian forces 
were quitting towns.

Modi’s home state Gujarat votes, seen as easy mid-term test for India’s leader
Reuters | Ahmedabad

Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s home state of 

Gujarat began voting yesterday 
with his party expected to win 
a seventh straight term, but any 
unexpected slip could herald a 
tighter contest in national polls 
due by 2024.

The Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) has not lost in the western 
industrial state since 1995 and 
Modi served as its chief minister 
for nearly 13 years before be-
coming prime minister in 2014 
after trouncing the Congress 
party.

Opinion polls conducted 
in the lead-up to the Gujarat 
polls projected the BJP to com-
fortably retain power in the  
state.

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP), 

which was formed only a decade 
ago and has claimed power in 
Delhi and the state of Punjab, is 
set to become one of the main 
opposition parties in Gujarat at 
the expense of Congress.

Early yesterday, voters in Su-
rat, the state’s second largest 

city and a diamond cutting and 
polishing hub, lined up to cast 
their ballot in the first of the 
two-phase election.

The city is expected to wit-
ness a three-way contest with 
Congress and AAP also looking 
to make inroads in the BJP bas-

tion. The second phase of voting 
is on Tuesday and results are 
due on Dec. 8.

In the last state election five 
years ago, the BJP won 99 seats 
in the 182-member assembly 
while Congress got 77.

Ukrainian servicemen fire with a Bureviy multiple launch rocket system at a 
position in Donetsk region

A woman arrives as others wait in a queue to cast their vote

A health worker in a protective suit waits at a traffic light in Beijing

Archaeological Survey of India workers project the logo of G20 on to 
Safdarjung’s tomb, in New Delhi

A shopkeeper shows a plate of Tunisian Harissa at the central market of the 
capital Tunis

Police officers stand guard as other officers in yellow vests walk back at the 
cordoned off area next to the Ukrainian embassy in Madrid

It appears that they 
were all sent from 

within the country but 
we are basing this on 

early visual inspections 
without yet having an in-

depth technical report
RAFAEL PEREZ, THE JUNIOR MINISTER RESPON-

SIBLE FOR SECURITY

News of the letter 
bombs broke on 

Wednesday lunchtime 
after police said a 

security official at the 
Ukrainian embassy 
in Madrid had been 

slightly injured after 
opening a package
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Today, we do not need 
to fight for our survival 

- our era need not be 
one of war. Indeed, it 

must not be one. Today, 
the greatest challenges 

we face - climate 
change, terrorism, and 

pandemics - can be 
solved not by fighting 

each other, but only by 
acting together

NARENDRA MODI

After nearly three 
years fighting against 

the epidemic, our 
country’s medical and 
healthcare system has 

withstood the test
CHINESE VICE PREMIER SUN CHUNLAN
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Modi’s BJP to comfort-

ably retain power in 
the state
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1804 1823 1929 1976
General Napoleon Bonaparte is 
crowned Emperor of the French 
at the Notre Dame de Paris in a 
ceremony officiated by Pope Pius VII

US President James Monroe declares the “Monroe Doc-
trine” opposing European colonialism in the Americas, 
arguing any European political intervention in the New 
World would be a hostile act against the United States

First skull of Peking man found in 
the caves of Zhoukoudian, 50 km 
outside of Peking, China. Later 
dated roughly 750,000 years old

Communist revolutionary 
Fidel Castro becomes Pres-
ident of Cuba, replacing 
Osvaldo Dorticós Torrado
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