
GOD GIVES THE NUTS, BUT HE DOES 
NOT CRACK THEM
FRANZ KAFKA
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Happy International 
Day of Older Per-

sons! On this day and 
every day, @WHO and @
UNDecadeAgeing part-
ners call on all countries 
to ensure older people 
receive the opportuni-
ties, respect and care they 
deserve. Let’s commit to 
#HealthyAgeing for all!

@DrTedros

Europe has everything 
it needs to break free 

from Russian fossil fu-
els. The inauguration of 
the Bulgaria-Greece in-
terconnector is a game 
changer. Together, let’s 
shape a strong and resil-
ient energy Union.

@vonderleyen

We’re beginning to 
see the scale of 

the devastation in Flor-
ida which is likely to 
rank among the worst in 
the nation’s history. Our 
hearts break for the folks 
whose lives have been 
devastated by this storm. 
We are with you. And 
we’ll stay at it for as long 
as it takes.

@POTUS

Half of all climate 
finance must go to 

adaptation & resilience, 
to protect people & econ-
omies. Unless funds are 
disbursed now, climate 
tragedies will multiply, 
with devastating con-
sequences for years to 
come.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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Russia abandons Ukrainian bastion
Russian forces withdraw from Lyman in eastern Ukraine to avoid being surrounded by Ukraine’s army

• Lyman is key 
logistics hub in eastern 
Donetsk region

Reuters | Kyiv

After being encircled by 
Ukrainian forces, Russia 
pulled troops out yester-

day from an eastern Ukrainian 
city that it had been using as a 
front-line hub. It was the latest 
victory for the Ukrainian coun-
teroffensive that has humiliated 
and angered the Kremlin.

Russia’s withdrawal from 
Lyman complicates its interna-
tionally vilified move to annex 
four regions of Ukraine and paves 
the way for Ukrainian troops to 
potentially push further into land 
that Moscow now illegally claims 
as its own.

The fighting comes at a piv-
otal moment in Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s war. Fac-
ing Ukrainian gains on the bat-
tlefield — which he frames as a 
US-orchestrated effort to destroy 
Russia — Putin this week height-
ened his threats of nuclear force 
and used his most aggressive, an-
ti-Western rhetoric to date.

Russia’s Defense Ministry 
claimed to have inflicted damage 
on Ukrainian forces in battling to 
hold onto Lyman, but said out-
numbered Russian troops were 
withdrawn to more favorable po-
sitions. The Russian announce-
ment came soon after Ukraine’s 
air force said it had moved into 
Lyman and the Ukrainian presi-
dent’s chief of staff posted photos 
of a Ukrainian flag being hoisted 
on the town’s outskirts.

Lyman, a key transport hub, 
had been an important node in 
the Russian front line for both 

ground communications and 
logistics. Located 160 kilometers 
(100 miles) southeast of Kharkiv, 
Ukraine’s second-largest city, 
Lyman is in the Donetsk region 
near the border with Luhansk 
region, both of which Russia an-
nexed Friday after an “referen-
dum vote” was held at gunpoint.

Ukrainian forces have retak-
en vast swathes of territory in a 
counteroffensive that started in 
September which saw them push 
Russian forces out of the Kharkiv 
area and move east across the 
Oskil River toward Lyman and 

other strategic points.
Meanwhile, Russian bombard-

ments have intensified in recent 
days as Moscow moved swiftly 
with the annexation and ordered 
a mass mobilization at home to 
bolster its forces.

In the northeast, Ukrainian 
officials accused Russian forc-
es of attacking a civilian evacu-
ation convoy, killing 20 people 
including children. In the south, 
Ukraine’s nuclear power provider 
said yesterday that Russian forc-
es blindfolded and detained the 
head of Europe’s largest nuclear 
plant.

Despite Putin’s land-grab Fri-
day of four regions, Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
and his military have vowed to 
keep on fighting to liberate the 
annexed regions and other Rus-
sian-occupied areas.

Ukrainian authorities yesterday 
accused Russian forces of target-
ing two humanitarian convoys 
in recent days, killing dozens of 
civilians.

The governor of the Kharkiv 
region, Oleh Syniehubov, said 24 
civilians were killed in an attack 
earlier this week on a convoy of 
people trying to flee the Kupi-

ansk district, calling it “cruelty 
that can’t be justified.” He said 13 
children and a pregnant woman 
were among the dead.

“The Russians fired at civilians 
almost at point-blank range,” Syn-
iehubov wrote on the messaging 
app Telegram.

The Security Service of Ukraine, 
the secret police force known by 
the acronym SBU, posted photo-
graphs of the attacked convoy. 
At least one truck appeared to 
have been blown up, with burned 
corpses in what remained of its 
truck bed. Another vehicle at the 
front of the convoy also had been 
ablaze. Bodies lay on the side of 
the road or still inside their vehi-
cles, which appeared pockmarked 
with bullet holes.

Russia’s Defense Ministry said 
its rockets destroyed Ukrainian 
military targets in the area, but has 
not commented on accusations 
that it targeted fleeing civilians. 
Russian troops have retreated 
from much of the Kharkiv region 
amid the successful Ukrainian 

counteroffensive but have con-
tinued to shell the area.

In an apparent attempt to se-
cure Moscow’s hold on the newly 
annexed territory, Russian forc-
es seized the director-general of 
the Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Pow-
er Plant, Ihor Murashov, around 
4 p.m. Friday, according to the 
Ukrainian state nuclear company 
Energoatom. That was just hours 
after Putin signed treaties to ab-
sorb Moscow-controlled Ukraini-
an territory into Russia, including 
the area around the nuclear plant.

Energoatom said Russian 
troops stopped Murashov’s car, 
blindfolded him and then took 
him to an undisclosed location.

Russia did not publicly com-
ment on the report. The Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency 
said yesterday that Russia told 
it that “the director-general of 
the Zaporizhzhia nuclear power 
plant was temporarily detained 
to answer questions.” The Vien-
na-based agency did not imme-
diately elaborate.

The power plant repeatedly has 
been caught in the crossfire of the 
war. Ukrainian technicians con-
tinued running it after Russian 
troops seized the power station, 

and its last reactor was shut down 
in September as a precautionary 
measure amid ongoing shelling 
nearby.

In its heaviest barrage in weeks, 
Russia’s military on Friday pound-
ed Ukrainian cities with missiles, 
rockets and suicide drones, with 
one strike in the Zaporizhzhia 
region’s capital killing 30 people 
and wounding 88.

In its daily briefing yesterday, 
the British Defense Ministry said 
the Russians “almost certainly” 
struck a humanitarian convoy 
there with S-300 anti-aircraft 
missiles. Russian-installed of-
ficials in Zaporizhzhia blamed 
Ukrainian forces, but gave no ev-
idence.

In other fighting reported yes-
terday, four people were killed 
and six wounded by Russian 
shelling Friday in the Donetsk 
region, governor Pavlo Kyrylenko 
reported.

The Russian army struck 
the southern Ukrainian city of 
Mykolaiv twice overnight, once 
with drones and the second time 
with missiles, according to re-
gional Gov. Vitaliy Kim. Five 
people were injured, including a 
3-month-old baby, he said.
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Egypt 515,645 24,613 442,182 48,850

Saudi 
Arabia

816,575 +77 9,353 +1 803,694 3,528

UAE 1,027,502 2,345 1,006,731 18,426

Kuwait 658,520 2,563 655,316 641

Oman 397,993 4,260 384,669 9,064

Qatar 451,168 682 444,174 6,312

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 98,232,353 1,084,803

2 India 44,592,289 528,655

3 France 35,437,807 155,112 

4 Brazil 34,715,149 686,097

5 Germany 33,386,229 150,064

6 S. Korea 24,796,014 28,445

7 UK 23,672,855 190,317

8 Italy 22,500,346 177,130

9 Japan 21,301,280 44,894

10 Russia 21,018,942 387,372

11 Turkey 16,873,793 101,139 

12 Spain 13,422,984 114,179

13 Vietnam 11,480,028 43,149

14 Australia 10,239,653 15,221
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News in brief 
 u Gunfire was 
heard in Burkina 
Faso’s capital 

yesterday a day after President Paul-
Henri Damiba was declared ousted in the 
second coup the West African country has 
seen this year. Amid reports of rifts within 
the army, there was no update from self-
declared leader Captain Ibrahim Traore, who 

was installed by the same group of army officers who helped Damiba seize power 
in a Jan. 24 coup. “I have nothing to say,” Damiba’s government spokesperson 
Lionel Bilgo said in response to a request for comment. A foreign security source 
in Ouagadougou said there were reports of gunfire in several parts of the city as a 
result of forces loyal to Damiba clashing with those supporting Traore.

 u A Tanzanian 
doctor working 
in Uganda who 
contracted Ebola has died, the first health 
worker killed by the disease in the latest 
outbreak in the country, Uganda’s health 
minister said yesterday. “I regret to 
announce that we have lost our first doctor, 
Dr. Mohammed Ali, a Tanzanian national, 
37-year-old Male,” the health minister, Jane 
Ruth Aceng, tweeted. She said Ali had tested 
positive for Ebola on Sept. 26 and died while receiving treatment at a hospital in 
Fort Portal, a town about 300 kilometres west of the capital Kampala.

 u Antonio 
Inoki, a Japanese 
professional 

wrestling star turned politician, widely 
known for his match with Muhammad Ali and 
ties to North Korea, has died aged 79, after 
years of battling a rare disease, the company 
he founded said yesterday. “New Japan Pro-
Wrestling is deeply saddened at the passing of our 
founder, Antonio Inoki,” the company he started in 

1972 posted on Twitter. “His achievements, both in professional wrestling and the 
global community are without parallel and will never be forgotten.”. The lantern-
jawed, 1.9-metre (6-foot-three-inch) performer entered politics, winning a seat in 
the upper house of Japan’s parliament in 1989. He made headlines the next year 
going to Iraq during the Gulf War and intervening on behalf of Japanese hostages, 
who were subsequently released.

 u Nicaragua suspended 
diplomatic ties with the 
Netherlands, according to a 
statement published by the Central American 
country’s foreign ministry. The Nicaraguan 
government took the decision because the 
“interventionist and neo-colonial” European 
country had “offended and keeps offending 
Nicaraguan families,” the statement said. Earlier this week, Nicaraguan officials 
declared the European Union ambassador “persona non grata” and also said that 
the country would not accept the new U.S. ambassador, fueling tensions between 
President Daniel Ortega and the international community..

Gunfire and confusion hit 
Burkina Faso capital day after coup

Antonio Inoki, Japanese pro-wrestler 
politician with N.Korea ties, dies

Ebola kills doctor in Uganda, first 
health worker killed in latest outbreak

Nicaragua cuts diplomatic 
ties with Netherlands

Florida, Carolinas count 
the cost of Hurricane Ian
Reuters | Fort Myers

Florida, North and South 
Carolina faced a massive 

clean-up yesterday from the 
destruction wrought by Hurri-
cane Ian, after one of the most 
powerful storms ever to hit the 
U.S. mainland caused tens of 
billions of dollars in damage 
and killed dozens.

New images from the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration showed 
several beach cottages and a 
motel building that lined the 
shores of Florida’s Sanibel Is-
land were wiped away by Ian’s 
storm surge. Even though most 
homes were still standing, they 
appeared to have roof damage, 
the images showed.

Ian, now a post-tropical cy-
clone, continued to weaken 
yesterday morning but is still 
forecast to bring treacherous 
conditions to parts of the Cen-
tral Appalachians and Mid-At-
lantic, according to the National 
Hurricane Center, which added 
that flood watches were in ef-
fect across southwest Virginia 
and southern West Virginia.

“Major to record river flood-
ing will continue across cen-
tral Florida through next week. 
Limited flash, urban and small 
stream flooding is possible 
across the central Appalachians 
and the southern Mid-Atlantic 
this weekend, with minor riv-
er flooding expected over the 
coastal Carolinas,” it said.

The storm struck Florida’s 
Gulf Coast on Wednesday, turn-
ing beach towns into disaster 
areas. On Friday, it pumme-
led waterfront Georgetown, 
north of the historic city of 
Charleston in South Carolina, 
with wind speeds of 85 mph 
(140 kph).

Roads were flooded and 
blocked by trees while a num-

ber of piers were damaged.
Over 1.6 million homes and 

businesses were without power 
in the Carolinas, Virginia and 
Florida at 11:00 am ET (1500 
GMT) yesterday, according to 
tracking website PowerOutage.
us.

Both the number of casualties 
and repair costs remain unclear, 
but the extent of the damage 
was becoming apparent as Flor-
ida entered its third day after 
Ian first hit.

There were at least 35 deaths 
in Florida’s Lee County alone 

that were attributable to the 
hurricane, the county sheriff ’s 
office said in a Facebook Post 
yesterday morning. Many of the 
deceased across Florida were 
elderly citizens, including a 
92-year-old man, the Florida 
Department of Law Enforce-
ment said earlier.

Thousands of people were 
still unaccounted for, officials 
said, but many of them were 
likely in shelters or without 
power.

“Those older homes that just 
aren’t as strong built, they got 
washed into the sea,” Governor 
Ron DeSantis said on Friday.

“If you are hunkering down 
in that, that is something that I 
think would be very difficult to 
be survivable.”

A destroyed gas station is seen after Hurricane Ian caused widespread 
destruction in Fort Myers, Florida

One dead, dozens injured after 
earthquake hits Indonesia’s Sumatra
Reuters | Jakarta

A 5.9-magnitude earthquake hit 
Indonesia’s Sumatra island 

early yesterday, according to the 
US Geological Survey, killing at 
least one person and injuring doz-
ens as locals rushed out of build-
ings seeking safety.

The quake hit at a relatively 
shallow depth of 13 kilometers 
(eight miles) just before 2:30 am 
(1930 GMT), about 40 kilometers 
from the town of Sibolga in North 
Sumatra province, according to 
the USGS.

A man in his 50s died from 
a heart attack triggered by the 
quake and at least 25 other people 
were injured, regional disaster 
mitigation agency official Febrina 
Tampubolon said.

Authorities are still gathering 
reports on damage but electrici-
ty poles and telecommunication 
towers have been hit, knocking out 
services, said Tampubolon.

More than 50 aftershocks were 
recorded by the Indonesian Me-
teorology and Geophysics Agency.

BMKG head Dwikorita Karnawa-
ti advised residents to watch for 
further tremors and urged people 
to seek shelter on safe ground.

“For those whose houses were 
damaged, it is advised to not stay 
inside as possible aftershocks 
could worsen the damage,” Kar-
nawati said in a virtual press con-
ference.

Aftershocks could also trigger 
landslides, she added.

Indonesia experiences frequent 
earthquakes due to its position on 
the Pacific “Ring of Fire”, an arc 
of intense seismic activity where 
tectonic plates collide.

Medical workers treating a survivor 
injured by falling debris

Local residents cross the Donets river next to a destroyed bridge in Staryi Saltiv, 
east of Kharkiv Ukrainian soldiers training in the Chernihiv region

Lyman is important 
because it is the 

next step towards 
the liberation of the 
Ukrainian Donbas. It 

is an opportunity to go 
further to Kreminna and 
Sievierodonetsk, and it 
is psychologically very 

important
SERHII CHEREVATYI, SPOKESPERSON FOR 

UKRAINE’S EASTERN FORCES

Russia has used Lyman 
as a logistics and 

transport hub for its op-
erations in the north of 
the Donetsk region. Its 
fall would be Ukraine’s 

biggest battlefield 
gain since a lightning 

counteroffensive in the 
northeastern Kharkiv 
region last month

KNOW WHAT

We’re just beginning 
to see the scale of that 
destruction. It’s likely 

to rank among the 
worst ... in the nation’s 

history
US PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN

Afghan women protest Hazara ‘genocide’ after Kabul bombing
AFP | Kabul

Dozens of women from Af-
ghanistan’s minority Haz-

ara community protested in the 
capital yesterday after a suicide 
bombing a day earlier killed 20 
people -- mostly young women 
from the ethnic group.

A bomber blew himself up on 
Friday at a Kabul study hall as 
hundreds of pupils were taking 
tests in preparation for univer-
sity entrance exams in the city’s 
Dasht-e-Barchi area.

The western neighbourhood 
is a predominantly Shiite Mus-
lim enclave and home to the 
minority Hazara community -- 
a historically oppressed group 
that has been targeted in some 
of Afghanistan’s most brutal 
attacks in recent years.

Police said at least 20 people 
were killed but the United Na-
tions has put the number at 24.

Yesterday about 50 women 
chanted, “Stop Hazara gen-
ocide, it’s not a crime to be a 
Shiite”, as they marched past 
a hospital in Dasht-e-Barchi 
where several victims of the 

attack were being treated.
Dressed in black hijabs and 

headscarves, angry protesters 
carried banners that read: “Stop 
killing Hazaras”, an AFP corre-
spondent reported.

Witnesses have told AFP that 
the suicide attacker detonated 
in the women’s section of the 
gender-segregated hall.

“Yesterday ’s attack was 
against the Hazaras and Hazara 
girls,” protester Farzana Ahma-
di, 19, said.

“We demand a stop to this 
genocide. We staged the protest 
to demand our rights.”

Afghan women display placards and chant slogans during a protest

The Taliban regard 
the Hazara commu-

nity as heathens, and 
rights groups often 

accused the Islamists 
of targeting them 

during their 20-year 
insurgency against 

the former US-backed 
government

KNOW WHAT

North Korea fires fourth missile in a 
week as South flexes military muscle
Reuters | Seoul

North Korea fired two short-
range ballistic missiles to-

ward the sea off its east coast 
yesterday, hours before South 
Korea staged a large military 
show, displaying stealth fighters 
and its own missiles.

Pyongyang’s fourth launch 
in a week comes amid a flurry 
of military muscle-flexing by 
countries in the region, includ-
ing joint anti-submarine exer-
cises on Friday by the navies of 
South Korea, the United States 
and Japan.

US Vice President Kamala 
Harris visited the region this 
week, meeting with South Ko-
rean President Yoon Suk-yeol 
in Seoul on Thursday.

The rival Koreas are in a re-
gional arms race that has seen a 
major increase of weapons and 
military spending.

Marking South Korea’s 74th 
Armed Forces Day, Yoon con-
demned what he called recent 
military provocations by the 
North and vowed to strength-

en joint military drills with the 
United States.

“The government will further 
strengthen the Korea-US joint 
exercises, will respond strongly 
to North Korean provocations 
and threats by showing them 
the ‘Alliance in Action’,” Yoon 
said in a televised speech.

He and military officials 
observed a major show of ad-
vanced weaponry, including 

multiple rocket launchers, bal-
listic missiles, main battle tanks, 
drones and F-35 fighter aircraft, 
among other systems.

The US military demonstrated 
fighter jets and attack aircraft. 
Images of the event showed 
Yoon saluting from the back of 
a convertible car while driv-
ing by rows of tanks and other 
weapons.

He has said his country’s con-
ventional weapons are key to 
deterring the North, and Seoul 
has also been seeking more ma-
jor arms sales around the world.

South Korean President Yoon Suk Yeol salutes as he inspects honor guard 
during the 74th anniversary of Armed Forces Day

The government will 
further strengthen 
the Korea-U.S. joint 

exercises, will respond 
strongly to North 

Korean provocations 
and threats by showing 

them the ‘Alliance in 
Action

SOUTH KOREAN PRESIDENT YOON SUK-YEOL

The North has com-
pleted preparations 
for a nuclear test, a 
window which could 

open between China’s 
Communist Party Con-
gress this month and 

US mid-term elections 
in November

Insurers braced for 
a hit of between $28 

billion and $47 billion, 
in what could be the 

costliest Florida storm 
since Hurricane An-

drew in 1992
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More than 50 after-
shocks were recorded 

by the Indonesian Mete-
orology and Geophysics 
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1187 1492 1789 1928
Sultan Saladin cap-
tures Jerusalem from 
Crusaders

King Henry VII of 
England invades 
France

George Washington transmits the 
proposed Constitutional amend-
ments (The United States Bill of 
Rights) to the States for ratification

“Prelature of the Holy Cross 
and the Work of God”, known 
as Opus Dei, founded by Saint 
Josemaría Escrivá


