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Shrimp is a tasty morsel and it is con-
sidered a luxury seafood ingredient 
all over the world. This year in Bah-

rain, the annual six-month ban on fishing 
for shrimp was lifted just in time for fra-
grant shrimp biryani over the Eid break. 

Just before the ban was lifted though, 
we had headlines about how inspectors 
caught fishing boats returning loaded with 
illegally caught shrimp and the clear viola-
tion of rules which have banned trawling 
nets in the pro-
cess. Of the four 
main causes, fish-
ermen have over-
fishing as most 
detrimental to 
Bahrain’s marine 
life. Overfishing 
has led to the 
disappearance of 
some fish breeds 
as well as a 75% 
drop in the pop-
ulation of shrimp.

A l l  o f  t h i s 
points to a drastic 
lack of knowledge 
on the part of the 
fishermen as to 
why these rules 
are in place. Al-
ready overfishing 
has resulted in a 
drastic reduction 
in fish popula-
tions,  particu-
larly shrimp and 
fish breeds that 
are solely found 
in Bahrain. Sand 
extraction of the 
ocean bed is also 
continuously de-
stroying fisheries, 
habitats, corals, 
and killing ma-
rine organisms. 
As if this were 
not dangerous 
e n o u g h ,  t h e 
shoreline pollu-
tion is in a very bad state – one has to only 
visit any seashore in Bahrain to see the 
appalling heaps of garbage that damage 
our beaches.  

How can we stem the tide of marine 
wealth loss? It is not enough to regulate 
fishing with set time slots and equipment. I 
believe that we must launch an educational 
campaign to raise responsibility – and not 
just for fishermen. How about a campaign 
to teach consumers to respect the source of 
our marine wealth. Let’s say you are going 
to have a seafood meal in a restaurant – if 
you order fish that is not in the ‘overfished’ 
category, then the restaurant can give you a 
discount. Such a campaign helped to bring 
back the popular hammour from the brink 
of extinction in the UAE.

Bahrain has a rich legacy of coexisting 
with the sea. We must do everything we 
can to pass on this heritage to future gen-
erations.
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This means they were 
broadly advocates 
of a federated (or 

confederated), centralized 
European state, without 

ever having the necessary 
political debate that 

raged in the US in the 
1790s between the 

advocates of centralism 
(Alexander Hamilton) and 
decentralization (Thomas 

Jefferson). 
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DR. JOHN C. HULSMAN

I have long suspected that the 
endless undoubtedly boring Eu-
ropean summit meetings are so 

turgid for a reason. It is easy to get 
lost in the byzantine complexities of 
false agreements that actually solve 
nothing. And that is how the EU likes 
it: For us to have little idea that it is a 
paper tiger, so much less than meets 
the eye in terms of its geostrategic 
power.

But crises clarify. And there is 
absolutely no doubt that the coro-
navirus has made crystal clear that 
the old model governing the EU has 
finally, after a brilliant 70-year run, 
entirely run out of steam. The sup-
posed deal over emergency Europe-
an coronavirus funds pledged last 
week to the plague-ravaged south, 
far from being a concord, has ex-
posed the EU’s haplessness for all 
to see.

First, if you are brave enough to 
wade through the actual agreement 
reached, it becomes palpably clear 
that it is full of policy holes. The 
Eurogroup of finance ministers has 
recommended using the European 
Stability Mechanism (ESM), estab-
lished in the wake of the 2008 Great 
Recession, to meet the southerners’ 
needs.

A basic problem with this is that 
the ESM was set up in the wake of 
an asymmetric shock — the par-
ticular economic follies of Greece 
and possibly other southern econ-
omies — rather than the symmetric 
shock of a global pandemic. In other 
words, there can be no doubt that 
Greece was largely to blame for its 
own parlous situation. The same 

cannot now be said of the Southern 
European states ravaged by a global 
pandemic. The basic issue of fairness 
is in real question.

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe 
Conte rightly calls the proposed 
€540 billion ($587 billion) rescue 
plan “a trap.” The accord is there to 
only deal with the immediate impact 
of the virus. However, over the much 
larger rescue efforts necessary to 
revive the Italian and other south-
ern economies necessitated by the 
debilitating lockdown, normal con-
ditionality will be imposed.

This is understandably political-
ly toxic in Italy, where it is seen as 
surrendering basic sovereignty to 
the uncertain mercies of economic 
overlords the EU, the International 
Monetary Fund and the Europe-
an Central Bank. No Italian leader 
could accept such colonization and 
survive. In true Kafkaesque fash-
ion, no country in the south that 
truly needs the ESM can politically 
accept it. These design flaws have 
become so obvious that the deal has 
unraveled almost immediately upon 
delivery.

This amounts to more than Eu-
rope’s glaring inability to behave as 
a union when it truly counts; it also 
illustrates the limits of the guiding 
philosophy of the EU. The “Monnet 
method” — functionalism — is a pol-
icy strategy based on the advocacy of 
small, technocratic, apolitical agree-
ments being agreed to precisely be-
cause they seemed secondary, or 
technical, eventually amounting to 
decisive movement toward a con-
federated European state.

In the 1950s, rather than talking 
about grand visions of European 

union (a Valhalla that had far less 
than majority support), it was better 
to discuss seemingly inoffensive coal 
and steel union, even as the latter led 
to further economic union, and then 
to a degree of political union. Large 
political questions were to be pur-
posefully avoided in favor of getting 
to large political answers (always in 
the direction of ever closer union) 
through the backdoor of technical, 
apolitical initiatives. Over decades, 
functionalism met with the great-
est of success, as a broadly united 
Europe emerged, all without ever 
answering the basic question of what 
sort of political construct was truly 
being created.

While this seemed clever and it 
worked for a long while, in actuality, 
functionalism has stored up a great 
deal of trouble for Europe, which has 
come home to roost since the Great 
Recession of 2008. The founders of 
the EU wanted a powerful Hamilto-
nian Brussels without ever having 
their Hamiltonian moment..

This means they were broadly 
advocates of a federated (or confed-
erated), centralized European state, 
without ever having the necessary 
political debate that raged in the US 
in the 1790s between the advocates 
of centralism (Alexander Hamilton) 
and decentralization (Thomas Jef-
ferson). In the end, the federalist ad-
ministration of George Washington 
opted for Hamilton’s centralizing 
vision, won overwhelming re-elec-
tion and a popular mandate for the 
national government to assume state 
debt, while at the same time estab-
lishing a powerful national Treas-
ury, brilliantly headed by Hamilton 
himself.

Due to an overly clever function-
alism, present European leaders 
(with the honorable exception of 
President Emmanuel Macron of 
France) shied away from this diffi-
cult argument in the happier times 
that preceded the coronavirus. But 
the failure of functionalism over the 
past 70 years to decisively answer 
the question of what sort of union 
Europe was to become is now fatally 
handicapping basic and necessary 
efforts to combat the coronavirus 
— the political risk event of our gen-
eration.

The result is an EU built only for 
sunny weather, which trundles along 
nicely in good times, but is fatally 
overmatched in bad ones. A political 
union that no one really believes in 
and whose members are not willing 
to make the basic sacrifice of blood 
and treasure for is a union only in 
name. And, without the Hamiltoni-
an moment in these times of crisis, 
Europe will be increasingly unfit 
for purpose.

A FOOL THINKS HIMSELF TO 
BE WISE, BUT A WISE MAN 
KNOWS HIMSELF TO BE A 
FOOL.
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

Once again the leaders, the busi-
ness houses and the people of 
the Kingdom of Bahrain have 

come together in the spirit of patriot-
ism and unity to raise defenses against 
an unusual and unseen enemy – the 
COVID-19 virus pandemic.

In just 24 hours, these parties, led by 
the example of HH Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, have raised over BD 
21 million to help people and business-
es struck by the impact of the virus. 
The funds, under the project ‘Feena 
Khair’ (There is Good in Us) will be 
used for business support and medical 
support as well as humanitarian food 
and clothing aid. 

The Bahrain Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry also provided its spacious 
and centrally-located old premises for 
use by the COVID-19 task force. 

In the midst of our peculiar con-
dition of isolation, social dis-
tancing and despair, we must 
rejoice in this stream of com-
passion that has sprung from 
amidst us to counter the harsh 
reality of the crisis. It is praise-
worthy of the big businesses 
to have come forward to sup-
port the vision of the leaders 
of Bahrain and keep the hu-
manitarian consideration as 
the first priority in this crisis. 

Long after the dust has set-
tled around the world, those 
who will be remembered 
are leaders who led from 
the heart. Undoubtedly, the 
response of Bahrain’s lead-
ership will shed a beacon of 
light on our historic response. 
Inspired by His Majesty, our 
Crown Prince and First Dep-
uty Premier guided the gov-
ernment in the crucial early 
days to approach the sensi-
tive themes of quarantine and 
treatment with compassion. 
When he returned from his 

sojourn abroad, our beloved Prime 
Minister immediately galvanized the 
Cabinet and government officials, 
displaying his admirable energy and 
crisis management in managing the 
situation. 

I am sure you will all agree that this 
has inspired our business houses and 
individuals to donate so generously 
and tap the vein of goodness within us 
and reach out to help fellow-residents 
of Bahrain. The days are challenging 
but when we have great leaders, we 
all rise to the occasion and to greater 
heights of goodness than we ourselves 
thought possible. 

Yes indeed. There is good in us all..

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the  
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and 
the President of the Arab-African Unity 

Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and 
Counterterrorism)        

Great leaders 
inspire us to 

goodness

CAPT. MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD
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Bahrain. 

EU doomed without the 
Hamiltonian moment

Italian Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte calls the proposed €540 billion rescue plan a trap. 

HH Shaikh NasserPreserving 
our Bahraini 

marine 
legacy

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the
Editor-in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and
the President of the Arab-African Unity
Organisation for Relief, Human Rights and
Counterterrorism)

Bahrain has a 
rich legacy of 
coexisting with 
the sea. We must 
do everything 
we can to pass 
on this heritage 
to future 
generations.

New education policy 2020
Educational perestroika in the Indian system? 

By Anand Nair 

The Indian Cabinet ap-
proved the National Edu-
cation Policy 2020 on July 

29, 2020. The New Education 
Policy of India aims at an edu-
cation system that contributes to 
an equitable vibrant knowledge 
society, by providing high-quality 
education to all. It also aims at 
developing a deep sense of respect 
towards the fundamental rights 
and duties by instilling skills and 
adequate values. The new policy 
would see an overhaul of the sys-
tem in place in higher education. 
An educationist mentioned, “The 
preliminary findings lead to the 
possibility of less stress on boards, 
common college entrance test 
as part of sweeping education 
reforms. The Ministry of Human 
Resources in India will now be 
known as the Ministry of Edu-
cation. 

The current 10+2 structure in 
which the policy covered school-
ing from Class 1 to 10 (age 6-16 
years) and then Class 11-12 (age 
16-18 years) gives away to the 
5+3+3+4 pattern; first five years 
of study will be foundation stage. 
The curriculum will be designed 
by NCERT and all state boards will 
operate within the framework as 
prescribed by NCERT. The pre-pri-
mary stage which will begin at the 
age of 3 will have three years of 
study followed by 2 years of Grade 
1 and 2. The focus here will be art 
integrated education and play-
way method with less emphasis 
on the textbooks. Grade 3 and 
4 will prepare students for the 
future. They will be introduced 
to Science, Mathematics, Social 
Science, Environmental Sciences 
and Humanities based subjects. 
Class 6 to 8 will be considered as 
the Middle school. During this 
stage, the curriculum will be fixed 
as per the textbooks prescribed. 
Vocational training will be intro-
duced to the children during this 
stage of development. 

Logical thinking
Grade 9 to 12 will be the final 

stage in this process. Here the em-
phasis will be on establishing logi-
cal thinking, reasoning, and math-
ematical aptitude. Class 9 to 12 
will focus on the research-based 
aptitude of the student. Critical 
thinking will be primarily focused 
upon. Students will get to choose 
multidisciplinary and interdisci-
plinary subjects across the spec-
trum. There will be no separa-
tion like Science, Commerce or 
Humanities. Someone selecting 
Physics as a major can even select 
Psychology as a minor. A pool of 
subjects will be made, and stu-
dents can select subjects from the 
given pool. Another noteworthy 
feature has been that all stud-
ies till Grade 5 can be made in 
the regional or local language. 
There has been a lot of emphasis 
on regional language as a mother 
tongue or regional language to be 
a medium of instruction till Grade 
5 as per this policy. There will be 
at least nine bagless days in a year 
for the students. Computer cod-
ing and related subjects will be 
imparted to students from Grade 
6 onwards. This will pave the way 
for the introduction of AI courses 
at the Middle school itself. An 
i n - ternship can 

begin at this stage and the child 
can acquire practical knowledge 
too. Grade 9 to 12 exams will be 
based on Semester pattern. The 
core competencies of the children 
will be tested in the exams rather 
than their ability for rote learning. 
Exams will be based on questions 
that test the thinking skill of the 
child. The child will be free to 
answer the paper in the language 
of his choice, but this requires a 
lot of clarity before being imple-
mented. 

Holistic Progress Card
The Report Card will be reflec-

tive of a child’s overall progress 
with a 360-degree Holistic Pro-
gress Card. Progress card will 
include self-assessment, peer as-
sessment and teacher assessment. 
The assessment parameters are 
to be decided by a special think 
tank constituted for this purpose.  
Teachers will be prepared for a 
transformation in the assessment 
system by 2022-23. Schools will 
become nodal centres of learning 
and there will be enabled sharing 
of human and infrastructure re-
sources. The integration of voca-
tional education at all levels have 
been a major decision. This will 
be based on the practice-based 
curriculum. 

All admissions to higher edu-
cation (4 years) will be through a 
Common Aptitude Test (CAT) 
conducted by the National 
Testing Agency (NTA). The 
marks obtained by the student 
in Grade 12 and from CAT will 

be the criterion for ad-
missions for 

graduation. Credit Bank for mul-
tiple courses opted by a graduate 
student during graduation will 
be made. 

The policy targets all school 
and college dropouts to return to 
the mainstream. Graduation to be 
of three or four years. Multi entry 
and multi exit will be the fea-
ture of any graduate programme. 
Graduation dropouts to get a cer-
tification if the exit is after a year, 
Advance Diploma if the exit is 
after two years, Bachelor’s degree 
after three years and Bachelor’s 
degree with research if a student 
completes 4 years of graduation. 
There will be a lot of emphasis on 
research-based education. 

Paradigm shift
The policy aims at the over-

all holistic development of the 
child. It brings in practical and 
trade training to be a part of the 
education system and brings in 
better adoption of technology for 
learning. Subjects across the spec-
trum can be adopted as a major 
and a minor. Art integration in all 
subjects will be a challenging task. 
There will be a lot 
of  research 
and time 
spent 
on 

inventing new pedagogies to 
bring about a paradigm shift in 
the policy. The challenge is her-
culean and the road too long. In 
the days to come there will be 
various debates on the positives 
and negatives of NEP 2020 but let 
education lead to learning and 
bridge the gap between reality 
and fantasy. 

The schools have a daunting 
task ahead. School systems must 
adapt to the proposed multi-
disciplinary approach and this 
requires a change of attitude. 
Teacher training programmes 
must be inculcated at every nodal 
school level to prepare and equip 
the teaching fraternity for the 
sweeping changes. Reforms are 
not free from glitch or criticisms. 
The days ahead will no doubt be 
challenging for education in In-
dia, but implementation is the key.

(Writer is the Vice Principal 
of Indian School, Bahrain)

• Emphasis on regional language education

• Multiple pathways to learning; involving both 
formal and non-formal education modes

• To bring drop out children back to school

• Alternative and innovative education centres

• The focus will be on achieving desired learning outcomes at all levels

• Suitable for all categories business and personal presentation

• Common standards for public and private school education

• Curriculum and pedagogy to be transformed by 2022 to 
promote skill-based and minimize rote based learning 

• Revision of NCF for school education and NCF 
for teacher education 2009 by 2021
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