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Talks were ‘very 
good’  
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too far apart for direct 
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Infrastructure 
Progress

New U-Turn Opens 

Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Shaikh Khalid bin 

Abdullah Al Khalifa chaired 
the 309th meeting of the 
Ministerial Committee for 
Development Projects and 
Infrastructure, where mem-
bers reviewed key national 
projects and infrastructure 
initiatives.

The committee praised 
cooperation between gov-
ernment service entities 
and municipal councils, 
while highlighting progress 
in the Bahrain Smart Cities 
Conference 2026 and the 
development of roads lead-
ing to Bahrain International 
Airport. It also reviewed the 
operation of 42 new smart 
parking meters in the Dip-
lomatic Area and directed 
an assessment to expand 
the initiative to other areas 
across the Kingdom.

Youth City 2030 
to Launch Largest 
Edition

The Ministry of Youth 
Affairs announced 

that the 15th edition of 
Youth City 2030 will begin 
on July 12, featuring 256 
training programmes and 
10,650 opportunities — the 
largest edition since its 
launch.

The programme is expect-
ed to attract more than 6,000 
young participants and will 
focus on future skills through 
five key areas: entrepreneur-
ship, arts and culture, science 
and technology, media and 
digital innovation, and sports. 
The initiative is organised in 
partnership with Tamkeen 
and more than 105 public, 
private and civil sector part-
ners.

The Ministry of Works 
has opened a new 

two-lane U-turn at the Shai-
kh Khalifa bin Salman High-
way and Zallaq Highway 
junction to improve traffic 
movement and reduce con-
gestion.

The 1.3-kilometre route 
provides easier access to 
nearby communities, in-
cluding Al Raffa, while re-
ducing travel distances and 
improving road efficiency. 
The project also included 
expanding the right-turn 
connection from Zallaq 
Highway and upgrading re-
lated infrastructure works.

Faster Water 
Connection Service

The Electricity and 
Water  Authority 

(EWA) has introduced a 
fully electronic inspection 
service for new water con-
nection requests, reducing 
processing time from five 
working days to two.

The digital service allows 
citizens, residents, busi-
nesses and institutions to 
apply for new water con-
nections and meter installa-
tions without traditional in-
spections in eligible cases. 
The upgrade has reduced 
service procedures, low-
ered documentation re-
quirements by 50 percent 
and improved processing 
efficiency.

Fight Against Drugs
Interior Minister highlights community role in combating drug threats and 

protecting future generations

Minister of Inte-
rior and Chair-
m a n  o f  t h e 
National  An-

ti-Drug Committee, General 
Shaikh Rashid bin Abdullah Al 
Khalifa, stressed that combating 
drugs is a shared national re-
sponsibility requiring collective 
efforts across society.

Speaking during a ceremony 
marking the International Day 
Against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking, the minister reaf-
firmed Bahrain’s commitment 
to international cooperation and 
regional coordination in tack-
ling drug-related crimes.

He said the Kingdom contin-
ues to enhance efforts against 
illegal drug trafficking and 
psychotropic substances by im-
proving security capabilities, 
strengthening coordination be-
tween authorities, and expand-
ing community partnerships.

General Shaikh Rashid high-

lighted the importance 
of cooperation be-
tween security, educa-
tion, health, media and 
religious institutions to 
address evolving smug-
gling methods and pro-
tect society.

The minister re-
vealed that 2,006 drug 
cases were recorded in 
2025, while 475 cases 
were registered dur-
ing the first quarter 
of 2026, stressing the 
importance of aware-
ness campaigns in safe-
guarding future gen-

erations.
The ceremony featured a doc-

umentary showcasing national 
anti-drug efforts, recognition 
of outstanding personnel and 
supporting organisations, and 
the presentation of the Stevie 
Award received by the “Ta’afi” 
(Recovery) programme for sup-
porting drug recovery initia-
tives.

The minister also visited an 
exhibition displaying artworks 
by students who participated in 
an anti-drug awareness compe-
tition organised by the Ministry 
of Interior in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Education.

July fuel prices
Jayyid (91) : 0.222 BD
Mumtaz (95) : 0.247 BD
Super (98) : 0.362 BD 
Diesel : 0.229 BD

12 Nations, One Shield
CENTCOM Leads Landmark Regional Security Dialogue in Bahrain

The U.S. Central Command 
(CENTCOM), in coordina-
tion with the Bahrain De-

fense Force, led a regional secu-
rity dialogue in Bahrain, bringing 
together senior defense leaders 
from 12 nations to discuss evolv-
ing security challenges in the 
Middle East.

The meeting, chaired by CENT-
COM Commander Admiral Brad 
Cooper, included military offi-
cials from Bahrain, Egypt, Jor-
dan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Syria, the 
United Arab Emirates, and Yem-
en.

Discussions focused on the 
current regional security envi-
ronment and ways to strength-
en defense cooperation across 
participating countries. Lead-

ers also reaffirmed their shared 
commitment to ensuring the free 
flow of commerce through the 
Strait of Hormuz, a critical global 
shipping route.

“We continue to stand shoul-
der to shoulder with our regional 
partners,” Admiral Cooper said, 
noting that the discussions high-
lighted a collective commitment 

to regional stability and security.
Officials also reviewed on-

going security frameworks, in-
cluding a multinational air and 
missile defense coordination sys-
tem operating across the Mid-
dle East. CENTCOM and partner 
nations previously established 
a regional coordination cell to 
enhance information sharing, 

threat warnings, and response 
readiness.

The dialogue was particularly 
significant as it marked the first 
participation of military repre-
sentatives from Syria and Leba-
non in a U.S.-led regional defense 
conference, underscoring ex-
panded engagement in regional 
security cooperation.

A Nation of Achievers
The Minister of Education, 

Dr. Mohammed bin Mubarak 
Juma, met additional batches 
of top-performing students who 
scored 99% and above, bringing 
the total number of honorees 
to 300 students across Bahrain. 
The latest sessions were held at 

the Ministry of Education Bah-
rain headquarters in Isa Town, 
with 120 students participating 
over the second and third days 
of scheduled meetings.

The recognition program 
grouped students based on ac-
ademic performance ranges, 

from 100% down to 99% cate-
gories. A separate session for 
private school students is also 
planned in the coming days. The 

initiative highlights the coun-
try’s emphasis on celebrating 
academic excellence across all 
education streams.

Education Minister Honors Exceptional Students


