
IT IS BETTER TO BE HATED FOR 
WHAT YOU ARE THAN TO BE LOVED 
FOR WHAT YOU ARE NOT.
ANDRE GIDE, AUTUMN LEAVES
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Continental Congress re-
solves “these United Colonies 
are and of right ought to be 
Free and Independent States”

Bahia Independence Day: End of 
Portuguese rule in Brazil, with the 

final defeat of the Portuguese crown 
loyalists in the province of Bahia

US President Lyndon B. Johnson 
signs Civil Rights Act and Voting 
Rights Act into law

1,426 pilgrims trampled 
to death after a panic in 

a tunnel in Mecca, Saudi 
Arabia
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Th e  E m p l o y m e n t 
Linked Incentive 

(ELI) Scheme cleared 
by Cabinet will boost 
job creation. The focus 
on manufacturing and 
incentives for first-time 
employees will greatly 
benefit our youth. 

@narendramodi

I spoke with President 
of Azerbaijan Ilham 

Aliyev @presidentaz  
and thanked him for his 
support of Ukraine, our 
people, and our territorial 
integrity. I also expressed 
Ukraine’s clear support 
in the situation where 
Russia is brutalizing 
Azerbaijani citizens and 
threatening the Republic 
of Azerbaijan.

@ZelenskyyUa

The era of govern-
ment-sanctioned in-

efficiency is OVER. From 
now on, our foreign as-
sistance programs will be 
accountable to the Amer-
ican taxpayer.

@SecRubio

From truckers and 
nurses to oilfield 

crews and moms of spe-
cial needs children—
these patriots came to 
the White House to say 
one thing: Pass the One 
Big Beautiful Bill. No tax 
on overtime. Bigger pay-
checks. A stronger mid-
dle class. LET’S GET IT 
TO PRESIDENT TRUMP’S 
DESK NOW! 🇺🇺🇺🇺

@POTUS

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Producing EV batteries cre-
ates more emissions upfront 
compared to making a regu-
lar car. But once on the road, 

EVs quickly make up for it. 
Over a typical lifetime, an EV 
can produce up to 60% fewer 

emissions than a petrol car 
— especially if charged using 

renewable energy.

So yes, EVs are cleaner over-
all, but their true environ-

mental benefit depends on:

How the electricity is gener-
ated (coal vs solar/wind)

Battery recycling practices
How long the car is used

KNOW WHAT

RAJIV KUMAR MISHRA, COUNSELLOR, EMBASSY OF INDIA, 
BAHRAIN

India's Remarkable Strides 
in Social Protection: A 
Global Benchmark

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

Trump says will ‘take 
a look’ at deporting Musk

DOGE may train its sights on the Tesla and SpaceX’s subsidies

• 1Musk was Trump’s 
biggest donor in the 
2024 election

• They had an 
acrimonious public 
falling out this month

• Musk has also 
renewed his calls for a 
new political party

AFP | Washington, United States

US President Donald Trump 
said Tuesday he could con-
sider deporting Elon Musk, 

after the South African-born bil-
lionaire slammed his flagship 
spending bill.

Trump also said the Depart-
ment of Government Efficiency 
(DOGE) -- which Musk headed 
before stepping down late May 
-- may train its sights on the Tesla 
and SpaceX founder’s govern-
ment subsidies.

“I don’t know. We’ll have to take 
a look,” Trump told reporters at 
the White House when asked if he 
would consider deporting Musk.

“We might have to put DOGE 
on Elon. You know what DOGE is? 
DOGE is the monster that might 
have to go back and eat Elon.”

Trump doubled down on 
the threat when he said he be-

lieved Musk was attacking 
h i s  s o - c a l l e d “One Big 
Beautiful Bill” 
b e c a u s e 
he was 
a n -
noyed 
that it 
h a d 

dropped measures to support 
electric vehicles (EV).

“He’s losing his EV mandate. 
He’s very upset about things, 
but you know, he could lose a lot 
more than that, I can tell you right 
now. Elon can lose a lot more than 
that.”

Trump made similar comments 
on his Truth Social network late 
Monday, saying that “without 

subsidies, Elon would prob-
ably have to close up shop 
and head back home to South 
Africa.”

Musk, the world’s richest 
person, was Trump’s biggest 
donor in the 2024 election 
and initially maintained a 
near constant presence at 
the newly elected presi-
dent’s side.

They had an acrimonious 
public falling out this month 

over the bill and the tycoon has 
reprised his criticisms in recent 
days, accusing Republicans of 
abandoning efforts to place the 

United States at the front of 
the EV and clean energy 

revolution.
Musk has also 
r e n e w e d  h i s 

calls for the 
formation of a 
new political 
party called 
the “America 
Party” if the 
bill passed.

A big puppet depicting US billionaire Elon Musk is 
seen priro to a protest march

Ceasefire in Gaza 
‘sometime next week’?
AFP | Washington, United States

The United States is push-
ing for a truce in Gaza by 
“sometime next week,” 

US President Donald Trump said 
Tuesday.

The Republican leader was 
asked by reporters if a ceasefire 
in the devastating war between 
Israel and Palestinians could be 
in place before a visit by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu to the White House, set 
for July 7.

“We hope it’s going to hap-
pen, and we’re looking for it to 
happen sometime next week,” 
Trump responded as he depart-
ed Washington for Florida.

The swift resolution of Israel’s 
12-day war with Iran has revived 
hopes for a halt to the fighting 
in Gaza, where more than 20 
months of combat have created 
dire humanitarian conditions 
for the population of more than 
two million.

Trump has previously urged 
Israel to “make the deal in 
Gaza,” but on the ground, Isra-
el has continued to pursue its 
offensive across the Palestinian 
territory. A Palestinian girl looks on near the rubble of a residential house in Deir el-Balah in the central Gaza Strip

Indian capital bans fuel for old 
cars in anti-pollution bid
New Delhi, India

India’s capital banned fuel 
sales to ageing vehicles yes-

terday as authorities try to tack-
le the sprawling megacity’s haz-
ardous air pollution.

The city is regularly ranked 
one of the most polluted cap-
itals globally with acrid smog 
blanketing its skyline every 
winter.

At the peak of the smog, 
levels of PM2.5 pollutants -- 
dangerous cancer-causing mi-
croparticles small enough to 
enter the bloodstream through 
the lungs -- surge to more than 
60 times the World Health Or-
ganization’s recommended dai-
ly maximum.

Petrol cars older than 15 

years, and diesel vehicles older 
than 10, were already banned 
from operating on New Delhi’s 
roads by a 2018 Supreme Court 
ruling.

But millions flout the rules.
According to official figures, 

over six million such vehicles 
are plying the city’s streets.

The ban that came into force 
on Tuesday seeks to keep them 
off the roads by barring them 
from refuelling.

Police and municipal workers 
were deployed at fuel stations 
across Delhi, where number 
plate-recognising cameras and 
loudspeakers were installed.

“We have been instructed to 
call in scrap car dealers if such 
vehicles come in,” said a traffic 
policeman posted at a fuelling 

station in the city.
From November, the ban will 

be extended to satellite cities 
around the capital, an area 
home to more than 32 million 
people. A study in the Lancet 
medical journal attributed 1.67 
million premature deaths in 
India to air pollution in 2019.

A fuel attendant displays a notice announcing the ban

Chemical factory 
blast toll rises to 36

AFP | Bengaluru, India

The death toll from a pow-
erful explosion at an Indi-

an chemical factory has risen 
to 36, as search and rescue op-
erations continued for a sec-
ond day Tuesday, officials said.

The blast in Sangareddy in 
India’s southern Telangana 
state on Monday turned parts 
of the building into rubble.

State Chief Minister Re-
vanth Reddy visited the site on 
Tuesday, with a video released 
by his office showing piles of 
twisted metal in the wreckage 
of the factory.

Reddy said there were 143 
people at the factory when the 

explosion happened.
“Rescue operations are go-

ing on” he told reporters, con-
firming that 36 people have 
died.

“We fear that several people 
might be under the debris, and 
others might have run away”.

Reddy’s office said a com-
mittee was investigating the 
cause of the explosion.

“The incident has unfor-
tunately resulted in the loss 
of human life,” factory owner 
Sigachi Industries said in a 
statement.

The company supplies phar-
maceutical, food, cosmetics 
and chemical industries. This 
factory made components to 
help make medical pills.

Rescue personnel inspect the debris of the gutted pharmaceutical unit 
of Sigachi Industries, a day after an explosion in Sangareddy, in India’s 
southern Telangana state

Palestinians say Israel army killed 
two in West Bank, including teen
AFP | Ramallah, Palestinian Ter-
ritories

The Palestinian health minis-
try said Israeli fire killed two 

people in the occupied West Bank 
yesterday, one of them a 15-year-
old boy.

"At dawn today, Tuesday, 
15-year-old child Amjad Nassar 
Abu Awad was martyred by Israeli 
gunfire in the city of Ramallah," 
the ministry said in a statement.

The Israeli military told AFP 
that during an overnight opera-
tion in the area, "several terror-
ists hurled rocks towards (Israeli) 
soldiers", prompting them to fire 
"warning shots".

"The incident is under review," 
it said.

Around 20 people, most of them 
boys, gathered at a Ramallah hos-
pital to mourn Abu Awad, an AFP 
journalist reported.

In tears, the boys touched Abu 
Awad's face in the white light of 
the hospital morgue.

Elsewhere in the West Bank, 
the ministry said "24-year-old 
Samer Bassam Zagharneh was 
martyred by Israeli gunfire near 
the town of Dhahiriya" at dawn 
on Tuesday.

The army told AFP that soldiers 
operating in the area overnight 

saw a man attempting to cross 
the border between Israel and the 
West Bank "in the area of al-Ram-
adin".

"The soldiers opened fire ac-
cording to standard operating 
procedures, and a hit was iden-
tified."

Two Palestinian teenagers, aged 
13 and 15, were killed last week 
in the West Bank towns of Al-
Yamoun and Kafr Malik respec-
tively.

Israel has occupied the West 

Bank since 1967.
Violence  in the territory has 

soared since the Hamas attack of 
October 2023 triggered the Gaza 
war.

Since then, Israeli troops or set-
tlers have killed at least 947 Pales-
tinians, including many militants, 
according to the health ministry.

Over the same period, at least 
35 Israelis have been killed in Pal-
estinian attacks or during Israeli 
military operations, according to 
Israeli figures.

Mourners carry the body of 16-year-old Amjad Hoshiyeh, who was reportedly killed 
during a raid by the Israeli army early this morning in Ramalla

BTS announces 
comeback for 
spring 2026
Seoul, South Korea

K- p o p  s u p e r g r o u p 
BTS on Tuesday an-

nounced their comeback 
in the spring of 2026 with 
an album and world tour, 
prompting a fan frenzy as 
millions eagerly await their  
return.

South Korea’s most lucra-
tive musical act has been 
on a self-described hiatus 
since 2022 as its members 
undertook the mandatory 
service required of all South 
Korean men under 30 due 
to tensions with the nucle-
ar-armed North.

With five members dis-
charged from military ser-
vice in June, many in the 
industry have been antici-
pating their comeback.

“Starting in July... we’re 
planning to make some-
thing massive, so from then 
(this month), we’ll proba-
bly gather together and stay 
focused on making music,” 
band leader RM said on their 
superfan platform Weverse.

“Our group album is offi-
cially set to be released next 
spring,” RM said during a 
live chat.

India's journey in expanding its social protection safety net 
stands as a testament to its commitment to inclusive growth 
and welfare. From covering just 24.4% of its population in 

2019, India has rapidly escalated its social security reach to an 
impressive 64.3% by 2025. This makes it one of the fastest global 
expansions in social protection, a monumental achievement 
now duly recognized and reflected in the International Labour 
Organisation’s (ILO) ILOSTAT database. This expanded cover-
age now benefits over 940 million people, a result of strategic 
central schemes and innovative, targeted state-level programs, 
particularly those focused on women and pensioners.

The ILO’s World Social Protection Report (WSPR) 2024-26 
provides further insights into India's success. The Targeted 
Public Distribution System (TPDS) is highlighted as one of 
the world’s largest in-kind social assistance programs, legally 
guaranteeing food security for nearly 800 million individuals. 
This underscores TPDS's central role in India's broader social 
protection framework, ensuring essential food supplies reach 
a vast segment of the population.

Beyond mere food distribution, the report also acknowledges 
the program's proactive efforts to combat micro-nutrient de-
ficiencies through initiatives like the distribution of fortified 
rice and the integration of millets into the public food system. 
A notable finding from the WSPR 2024-26 is that young em-
ployed women under 30, including those in self-employment, 
benefit from higher levels of social security coverage compared 
to their male counterparts in India. Furthermore, India stands 
out as one of the few nations providing universal, tax-financed 
maternity benefits, a significant stride in maternity protection.

India's robust social protection system is a culmination of 
various impactful welfare programs designed to provide finan-
cial security, healthcare, and food assistance. These initiatives 
have been instrumental in enhancing livelihoods and alleviating 
poverty nationwide. Some of the cornerstone schemes include:

Ayushman Bharat: As of March 26, 2025, the Pradhan Mantri 
Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) has issued nearly 400 million 
Ayushman Cards, offering free health coverage of up to 🇺🇺0.5 
million per family across 24,810 empaneled hospitals.

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY): This 
vital scheme, launched during the COVID-19 pandemic, provides 
free food grains to vulnerable populations. By December 2024, 
it reached over 806 million beneficiaries, nearing its ambitious 
target.

eShram Portal: Launched on August 26, 2021, this portal has 
created a National Database of Unorganised Workers (NDUW), 
providing a Universal Account Number (UAN) for enhanced 
social security. By March 3, 2025, over 306 million unorganised 
workers had registered, with women constituting 53.68% of 
them.

Atal Pension Yojana (APY): Launched in 2015, APY aims for 
universal social security, especially for the poor and unorgan-
ised sector workers. Alongside PMJJBY and PMSBY, it has sig-
nificantly strengthened the pension system, with 72.5 million 
beneficiaries enrolled by December 31, 2024, accumulating a 
corpus of over 🇺🇺433 billion.

Poverty Reduction: The past decade has seen a remarkable 
achievement: 248 million people have escaped multi-dimen-
sional poverty, underscoring the profound impact of these 
comprehensive social security measures.

To further refine its understanding of social security cover-
age, the Ministry of Labour & Employment launched Phase 01 
of India’s Social Protection Data Pooling Exercise on March 19, 
2025. This ambitious initiative seeks to consolidate data from 
various schemes, offering a holistic view of India's welfare land-
scape. The initial phase includes ten key states: Uttar Pradesh, 
Rajasthan, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Odisha, 
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka, and Gujarat.

Building on these efforts, India has already processed over 2 
billion records using encrypted Aadhaar as a unique identifier 
across 34 major central schemes, including Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA), Em-
ployees' Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO), Employees' State 
Insurance Corporation (ESIC), Atal Pension Yojana (APY), and 
Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman (PM POSHAN).

The Indian government's proactive engagement with the ILO, 
including recent bilateral discussions in Geneva, aims to ensure 
these extensive welfare measures are accurately reflected in 
future global assessments. The ILO has acknowledged housing 
and food security as part of the broader United Nations Sus-
tainable Development Goals and has agreed to consider such 
schemes in its evaluations.

With continued strong collaboration between the Centre, 
State Governments, and the ILO, India is poised to further re-
fine its social protection framework and present an even more 
accurate picture of its welfare reach to the world. As a nation, 
India also shares strong bilateral ties with Bahrain, and these 
achievements will undoubtedly open more avenues for coop-
eration between our two countries.


