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Bahrain set for
Estonia friendlies

Kingdom’s senior
men’s national handball
team to face off with
European counterparts
in three tune-up games
as part of preparations
for Tokyo Olympics
kicking off later this
month| P12
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WORLD 0 Xi hails ‘irreversible’ rise of China at party centenary
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130 countries back global minimum corporate tax of 15%
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KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN

Public Awareness
Campaign
to Combat

Coronavirus

(COVID-19)

Getting vaccinated, booster
shots and vaccines for 12-17
year olds protects everyone

Register
now

healthalert.gov.bh \/

VACCINATE

His Royal Highness
Prince Salman hin
Hamad Al Khalifa, the
Crown Prince and Prime
Minister, chairing the
387th meeting of the
Government executive
committee, held
remotely. The meeting
reviewed legislation
governing sustainable
development and
measures against the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Executive committee
I

Public Awareness
Campaign
to Combat
Coronavirus
(COVID-19)

KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN

Last update - 9:00 pm
1 July 2021
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paring for the future

HRH the CP & PM pledges to continue youth development initiatives

©® Meets 22nd
winners of CPISP

® HRH CP and PM
urges students to
take full advantage
of the opportunity

TDT | Manama

is Royal Highness
Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa

pledged yesterday to contin-
ue investing in Bahrain’s youth
development initiatives to en-
courage innovation, creative

thinking and boost Bahrain’s

development drive.

“This would help Bahrain
continue on its development
path and attain the desired pro-
gress in all areas in line with
the sustainable development
goals,” said the Crown Prince
and Prime Minister.

“Investing in youth initiatives
will open up quality opportu-
nities and new horizons for
Bahraini youth to achieve their
goals and support the develop-
ment drive of His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa,” add-

The Crown Prince International
Scholarship Programme allows
students to choose any majors
from universities they gain ac-
ceptance. So far, the programme
awarded 207 scholarships since
its establishment in 1999.

YOU

KNOW WHAT

ed HRH Prince Salman.

His Royal Highness was
speaking during a virtual ses-
sion with the winners of the
twenty-second batch of the
Crown Prince’s International
Scholarship Programme.

(Continued on page 3)

Britain’s William
and Harry put
feud aside to
unveil Princess

Diana statue @

Bahrain
maintains
tier-1 statusin
US Combating
Trafficking




Green level

When the average percentage of active cases
for a period of 14 days is less than 2%.

=
VACCINATE

The following activities are for vaccinated
and non-vaccinated individuals

«

©

Retail shops

)

Shops

@ Shopping malls

Sports centers

fﬂl Holding private @
events in and swimming
homes pools
Organising events @‘ Recreational
%> and conferences in activities

external spaces

% Entering

government centers

Public attendance
of sporting events
in outdoor areas

providing the option to
attend education and

training institutions centers

O

Shopping malls

Restaurants and
cafes

Barber shops, salons
and spas

Cinemas with up
to 50% of the
facility’s capacity

Those
Vaccinated H
@ Limited for: @ green shield : 'ec'ogz:—ed 3
holders COVID-19

Children under Children
under the age of 12
must be accompanied
by a vaccinated or
arecovered person

Events and
conferences

Organizing indoor
events and

i

Cinemas

©)

Attendance of
indoor sporting

&

Applying 50% work-from-home policy
across all government entities

Standalone government

Hypermarkets, supermarkets, grocery stores, and stores that sell meat products and fresh vegetables, bakeries, fuel
and gas stations, private health clinics, with the exception of some health services for which a circular is to be

Starting from
Friday, 2 July 2021

Providing the option to attend
education and training institutions

Holding of private events at home,
with no more than 30 attendees

™ Children under Children
0S¢ ' under the age of 12
recovered ' -
| must be accompanied
by a vaccinated or
arecovered person

Vaccinated
green shield |

: m
holders COVID-19

4

Sports centers
Restaurants and cafes P

and swimming
pools

Barber shops, salons
and spas

Recreational
activities

Audience attendance
at sporting events

Orange level

mnm : N
[E&) Work pollcy/)

When the average percentage of active cases
for 4 days is between 5% and less than 8

Applying 70% work-from-home policy

Red level

i) Work policy

Mandatory

Applying 70% work-from-home policy

==
VACCINATE

When the average percentage of active cases
for 3 days is 8% or more.

Mandatory

across all government entities rapid testing across all government entities rapid testing
1z . ) o R
@ Vaccinated and not-vaccinated individuals can /\ @ Closure of all below sectors

)

Hold home gatherings with
a limit of no more than 6 people

i

Have the option to attend
education and training institutions

distance learning, with

-

N

m

Vaccinated 'elzszre o
Limited for: green shield | " 0 i
holders | ootiN! o

Children under Children
under the age of 12
must be accompanied
by a vaccinated or
arecovered person

Shopping malls

Shops outside of
@ shopping malls

e

Holding outdoor events and
conferences for 50 people, and in
the indoor areas for 30 people

E3

Outdoor sports centers
@ and sports halls

Barber shops, salons and spa ﬁ Outdoor {ﬁm Outdoor
shops (services that do not cinemas recreational Enteri Vaccinated Those
require removing the mask) activities e . % ntering | recovered
) ‘ ) Limited for: government centers green shield . from
& Entering ) Public attendance of sporting events COVID-19

government centers

Restaurants and cafes outdoor
service for 50 people, and in
the indoor areas for 30 people
per reservation

Shops outside of
shopping malls

in outdoor areas

Salons and
spas

= at sporting events

Audience attendance

@ Suspending attendance at all educational and training institutions, activate

the exception of attendance for international examinations.

Restaurants and
cafes

Cinemas
Events and
conferences
\ Sports centers and
@; swimming pools

Shops outside of
shopping malls
Holding of private
events at home
Recreational
activities

ﬂ! Shopping malls

«

Limiting shop and restaurant services to external
orders and delivery

)

@ The essential sectors that will remain open are: )

~
J

@ The essential sectors that will remain open are:

)

Hypermarkets, supermarkets, grocery stores, and stores that sell meat products and fresh vegetables, bakeries, fuel
and gas stations, private health clinics, with the exception of some health services for which a circular is to be
issued by the National Health Regulatory Authority, banks and currency exchange services, administrative offices of
institutions and companies, whose activities are not directly customer facing, import and export distributors,
tomobile repair and spare parts shops, businesses operating in the processing, construction and maintenance

/

conferences events issued by the National Health Regulatory Authority, banks and currency exchange services, administrative offices of
| institutions and companies, whose activities are not directly customer facing, import and export distributors,
. y automobile repair and spare parts shops, businesses operating in the processing, and
. / “sectors, factories, telecom operators,
COVID-19 threat levels and re- not to turn on yellow, orange or
Bahrain moves to strictions. ‘ ‘ t‘ed lights, wh}c}} comes with
ellow level toda The greenlight comes with increased restrictions.
y y many perks like entrance for

TDT | Manama

ights will blink green on
your area if the COVID-19
test positivity rates for the
last 14 days are less than 2%.
The grading is as per a brand
new “COvVID-19 Alert Level Traf-
fic Light System”, which comes
into life today.
Other lights - yellow, orange
and red - indicate increasing

vaccinated and non-vaccinat-
ed people to shops, shopping
malls, restaurants and cafes, gov-
ernment centres, training pro-
grammes, barbershops, salons,
spas and more.

However, even in green light
areas, entry to cinemas, indoor
events and conferences, and
indoor sporting events are re-
served for those having a “green
shield” on the BeAware Bahrain
app. The key here is making sure

Introducing the system, the
National Medical Taskforce for
Combatting the Coronavirus
said green is the safest zone.

The yellow light indicates that
test positivity or the percentage
of active cases in that area is
between 2% and 5%.

Likewise, Orange blinks if the
active case percentage in an area
is between 5% and 8% for the
last four days.

Finally, Red light comes up
when the average percentage of

"\_sectors, factories, telecom operators,

acies

“\sectors, factories, telecom operators,

Hypermarkets, supermarkets, grocery stores, and stores that sell meat products and fresh vegetables, bakeries, fuel
and gas stations, private health clinics, with the exception of some health services for which a circular is to be
issued by the National Health Regulatory Authority, banks and currency exchange services, administrative offices of

| institutions and companies, whose activities are not directly customer facing, import and export distributors,
automobile repair and spare parts shops, businesses operating i the processing, construction and maintenance

for 4 days is

oo

Red

active cases in an area crosses
the 8% threshold for the last
three days. Meaning, an area
currently blinking green could

for & period of 14 da.}s g !E“-'E- than 2%

When the average percentage of
for 3 days 15 8% or more.

/B Ca58S

-"‘I" .’“""f of active cas

Cases

betweon 5% and less than B%

active cases

turn yellow, orange or red when
the test positivity rate breaches
the threshold set for each light.

Raising the threat level will be

immediate if active cases jump,
says the Taskforce team.

However, once slipped to yel-
low, orange, or red, turning it
back to green won’t be easy.

Taskforce says an area or lo-
cality should remain at least
a week at each level to reach
green. For example, a green sec-
tor could plunge to a red level
without touching yellow and
orange lights but will have to
go through all others to reach
green. The thresholds set for
each alert level are subject to
change according to data and
developments.

The dawn
of a new day.

Today marks a new beginning for Edamah. We are proud to share our brand-new identity

with you

- and the world. Established in 2006, we are the real-estate development arm

of Mumtalakat, the sovereign wealth fund of the Kingdom of Bahrain. Our track-record
includes an array of impactful developments, and we will continue to strive towards the
positive transformation of Bahrain’s diverse and dynamic property sector with iconic,
market-led solutions. Our new image symbolises our evolution and reflects our ability
to inspire, develop and stay true to our renewed purpose, ‘Building for Bahrain’.

Edamah

edamah.com

Apply for Liquidity support:
Government tells SMEs, cos

The fund offers
up to BD300,000 for
SMEs and BD1 million
for large companies

TDT | Manama

Private sector companies
and institutions could now
make financing requests to the
Liquidity Fund as part of an
economic stimulus package to
mitigate the impact of COVID-19.

The fund offers up to
BD300,000 for SMEs and BD1
million for large companies as
directed by His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa and
His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
the Crown Prince and Prime
Minister.

The National Bank of Bah-
rain, the Bank of Bahrain and
Kuwait, the Bahrain Islamic
Bank and the Bahrain Develop-
ment Bank are the participating
banks.

The applicant doesn’t need to
have an existing bank account
in one of the national banks to

apply.

Big Cos should apply through
nbbonline.com

Bahraini companies having
an annual income of BD3 mil-
lion and more should make
their applications from July 1
to August 1 via the nbbonline.
com website.

Eligible companies should
have an active Bahraini CR, au-
dited financial statements for
two fiscal years, including for
2018 and 2019, a positive profit

Apply for the Liguidity S

e i i

margin for 2019,
internally audited financial
statement for 2020, and interim
financial statements for 2021.

Besides, they should be in
one of the affected sectors, have
an operational history for four
consecutive years, and demon-
strate they are solvent with a
positive net worth.

SMEs through hdhb-bh.com

SMEs having an annual in-
come of less than BD3 million
should apply between July 1
and September 30 through bdb-
bh.com.

Companies that participated
in the previous rounds could re-
quest to extend the repayment
period or increase the facility
amount to the maximum al-
lowed. All support requests will
be subject to the discretion of
the banks.

Bank’s review and credit
evaluation will determine a
company’s financing facility
value.

upport Fund

pre g
a \‘Hm%}
lI‘:l.h“'
g
- -
Eligibility criteria for
SMEs (revenue less than
BD3 million):
Active Bahraini CR

Operating in Bahrain At least 12
months

Assessment showing sustainable
business and not filed for

bankruptcy

Possess audited financial
statements for three years,
including

2019, or less based on years in
operations (if less than three
years)

Positive gross margin at least
one year out of the last three

years, or based on years in
operations (if less than three
years)

Operates in one of the “impacted
sectors” announced in the
Minister of Labour & Social

Development decision No. 47 for
2021.
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ctine pass

,ﬂ//
ort?

Will It aftect Bahraini travellers?

TDT | Manama

ith the new ‘vaccine
passport’ programme
gets into force in the

European Union, concerns are
mounting for people all over
the globe, including those in
the Middle East, who had travel
plans to countries in the Euro-

pean Union.

The reason - only four vac-
cines are currently on the Eu-
ropean Union’s “green pass”,
which allows restriction-free
travel across Europe.

Only those who had inoculat-
ed using any of these vaccines,
the European Medicines Agency
says, are eligible for the “green

Does it matter which vaccine received?

o find out, let’s look at
the vaccines approved by
EMA. So far, the EMA list has
only four vaccines - Vaxzevria
(Oxford-AstraZeneca), Comir-
naty (Pfizer-BioNTech),
Spikevax
(Moderna)

and Janssen (Johnson & John-
son).

thorisation. Member States
may decide to extend this also

pass”, which acts as digital proof
that a person has either been
vaccinated against Covid-19 or
received a negative test result
or recovered from the infection.

What if a person took a jab not
approved by EMA and wants to
travel to EU countries? Will they
be banned?

No, is the answer.

How do you get
the certificate?

According to EMA, the cer-
tificate “is for facilitating free
movements of citizens in the
EU” during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, and it is not ‘absolutely’
compulsory.

They had made clear that the
certificate “will not be a pre-con-
dition to free movement, which
is a fundamental right in the EU.”

How will it help the
free movement?

Those who do not possess
the certificate will be subject
to the usual travel restrictions
and quarantine rules, in effect
in countries of the union.

As a case in point, Bahrainis
travelling to France will have to
produce a negative RT-PCR re-
port before boarding and repeat
the test after reaching France

for inoculating using one of the
vaccines not approved by EMA.

Bahrainis thus reached there
will also have to undergo “man-
datory quarantine supervised by
security.”

In a nutshell, the EU “green
pass” facilitates travel and not
rejects anyone.

How will it work?

The EU Digital COVID Certificate contains a
QR code with a digital signature to protect

However, the agency clari-
fies: “When it comes to waiv-
ing free movement restric-
tions, Member States will
have to accept vaccination
certificates for vaccines which

received EU mar-
keting au-

another vaccine.”

cycle”

certificate?

to EU travellers that received

“It is also for the Member
States to decide whether they
accept a vaccination certif-
icate after one dose or after
completing a full vaccination

\~ "' What details are on the

The green pass will have a name, date of birth,
date of issuance, the name of the vaccine or the details of the neg-
ative test result or recovery from Covid-19.

EMA says the nation-
al authorities are in
charge of the programme.
The document can be is-
sued by test centres or
health authorities or di-
rectly via an eHealth por-
tal.

The digital version is
storable on a mobile de-
vice while also available as
a paper version. The cer-
tificate contains a digital
signature which is verified
by scanning an enclosed
QR code.

tions.”

he European Commission
said it has a gateway through
which it is possible to verify the
signatures across the EU.
“When travelling, the EU Dig-
ital coviD Certificate holder
should in principle be exempt-
ed from free movement restric-

The Member States, the state-
ment says, should refrain from
imposing additional travel re-
strictions on the holders of an EU
Digital COVID certificate unless it
is necessary and proportionate to
safeguard public health.

it against

falsification.

verified.

The QR code is scanned and the signature

signature
database

Each issuing body (e.g. a hospital, a test
centre, a health authority) has its digital

key. All of these are in a secure
in each country.

The European Commission has built a
gateway to verify all digital certificates
across the EU. The personal data of the
certificate holder does not pass through
the gateway. The European Commission
also helped the Member States to develop
national software and apps to issue, store

and verify certificates.

Will it affect travellers from Bahrain to countries in the European Union?
Certainly not, is the answer.

here are hardly any reasons for concerns to Bahraini travellers, who are having travel plans covering the EU member states, for the vaccines on the EU list are also in use here in Bahrain.
In all, Bahrain had approved six vaccines for use in the Kingdom.
Now, let’s compare that with those on the EU list.

Authorised

One of six pw
vaccines
-n.-'-!
reportedly is 3 il
¢ EVID 19 eke

in use here is
the BNT162b2
the same as the ARy
Comirnaty ap- et e

Pfizer/BioNTech or
of Pfizer/Bi- 2
proved by the —

Comirnaty

oNTech, which Eémmm
£ conaE™

EMA.

Reports say both vaccines have
the same manufacturing process
and procedures and meet the iden-
tically finished product specifica-

tions.

Singapore said it has started la-
belling their BNT162b2 as Pfizer-Bi-
oNTech/Comirnaty in the records

to remain EU compliant.

This vaccine, the EU says, has a
95% efficacy against the virus, and
most side effects are mild to mod-
ern in severity and are gone within

a few days.

Authorised

ASTRAZENECA or Vaxzevria
((ChAdOx1-S [recombinant])

his vaccine is on

the EU list by its
new name Vaxzevria -
labelled previously as
the AstraZeneca COV-
ID-19 Vaccine, as in use
here in the Kingdom.

Authorised

Germany accepts
Pfizer, J&J, Covishield /

AstraZeneca
C aew

L e Rl I et
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Bonder Frpm gy of e shave mevtoned

Authorised

Janssen (Johnson & Johnson) Ad26.

cova.s

Johnson & Johnson’s COV-
ID-19 vaccine Janssen is on
the EMA “green list” and has
also been authorised for emer-
gency use in the Kingdom by
the National Health Regulatory
Authority in February this year.

qut'l.htu-tut'lluﬁ:l!. ‘
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tional COVAX alliance.

According to EMA, the main trials showed that the
vaccine has around 60% efficacy.

Why not Covishield?

hough Vaxzevria has been among the vaccines
approved by EMA, Covishield, derived from
AstraZeneca shot, is not on the list as the Serum
Institute of India has not applied for approval.
EMA says even if the vaccine is the same, differ-
ent manufacturers of the same product need to
submit separate applications for approval from
EMA. “This is because the EMA takes into consid-
eration local manufacturing facilities.”
However, the German embassy in Bahrain has
tweeted that they will accept those who took the
Covishield jabs, which is also part of the interna-

wscrwas i recogriied DRLY o e o

he German embassy, in a tweet, clarified
that Bahraini citizens who had passed
14 days after taking the second dose of
Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson, Covishield/As-
traZeneca are eligible to receive the “green

pass”.

CONED BRODVERRD

only for “COVID recovered” travellers.

Germany would not provide a “green
pass” to travellers who had taken other
booster shots in combination with Sputnik
and Snopharm jabs, not recognised at the
moment.

Janssen was the fifth vaccine to be approved by the Kingdom

for emergency use.

Sputnik, Sinopharm

Kai Boeckmann, the German Ambassador
to Bahrain, said that the booster doses from
the EMA approved vaccines are accepted

dents in the Kingdom.

EMA says the jab offers 67% efficacy, and most of its side ef-
fects are mild to moderate in severity and last only a few days.

Unlike others, Janssen is a single-injection vaccine, usually
into the muscle of the upper arm.

Not Authorised

putnik is the next vaccine available for citizens and resi-

This vaccine is not on the EU approved list eligible for the

green pass.

on the EU list.

As of now, no word is available on when this would appear

The COVID-19 vaccine developed by Sinopharm/China Na-

tional Pharmaceutical Group is also not on the current EU list.

This year’s progr

(Continued from page 1)

haikh Mohammed bin Essa

Al Khalifa, the Advisor for
Political and Economic Affairs
at the Court of the Crown Prince
and Head of the Financial and
Administrative Committee of
the CcPISP, and members of the
Board of Directors of the Schol-
arship Programme were present.

Congratulating the students
on their selection to this year
programme, His Royal High-
ness praised them for passing

Bl .=
w7 bl .

amme had over 358 applicants, ten students win the

the assessment tests with flying
colours.

The Crown Prince and Prime
Minister highlighted the suc-
cess achieved by the programme,
since its inception, in empower-
ing young people, refining their

scholarship

skills, and helping them attain
top positions in serving the na-
tion.

This year’s programme had
358 Bahraini applicants who un-
derwent a comprehensive as-
sessment test to determine their
eligibility. The evaluation pro-
cess also considered their Grade
Point Average, IELTS score, SAT
score, leadership training, and a
critical thinking course by the
CPISP as part of the candidacy
training.
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news of bahrai

Existing cases dropped 88%: Dr Al Manea

Restrictions, booster dose brought down active cases, urges extreme caution against the pandemic

@ Sotrofimab used to
treat 223 COVID-19 cases

® All of them recovered

Urged to remain
cautious against
Delta variant

49% of the children
between 12 and 17
years got their jabs

® Senior citizens urged
to take a booster dose

TDT | Manama

ahrain witnessed an en-
Bcouraging dip in active

Coronavirus (COVID-19)
cases in the past few weeks,
thanks to the tough new restric-
tions and vaccination efforts,
said a top task force official.

“There is an 88% dip in the ac-
tive COVID-19 cases from 26,883
on 27th May 2021 to 3,188 on
30th June 2021,” said Dr Waleed
Khalifa Al Manea, Undersecre-
tary at the Ministry of Health
and Member of the National
Medical Taskforce for Combat-
ing the Coronavirus.

“The credit for this goes to
additional restrictions and deci-
sion to administer booster dose,”
he added.

He was addressing a press
conference held at the Crown

aklall dyhll Slosill puall glos 39
il Cigaullg wuyaill agsll s Bre

e Royal Medical Sarvices
¢ for Training and Madical Ressarch

Bahrain Defence Forc
The Cronm Prince Cenle

30,00

Prince Centre for Training and
Medical Research, Bahrain De-
fence Force Hospital on the
latest COVID-19 developments

along with other members Lt
Col Dr Manaf Al Qahtani, In-
fectious Disease Consultant &
Microbiologist at the BDF Hos-

2021 May 27

26,883
dalla dlla

«

pital, and Dr Jamila Al-Salman,
Consultant of Infectious and
Internal Diseases at Salmaniya
Medical Complex.

He, however, reminded all
not to fall into a false sense of
security and laxity, to cause the
infection to spike again.

Continue adhering to COV-
ID-19 preventive measures, ir-
respective of whether “we are
in red, yellow, orange or green
levels”

Maintaining the green level,
he said, is a shared responsibil-
ity, which all the citizens and
residents in the Kingdom should
take care of. “Opening up some
of the sectors does not mean that
we had overcome the virus.”

Sotrofimab effective

On the drug Sotrofimab, Lt
Col Dr Manaf Al Qahtani said
Bahrain is pursuing all effective
mechanisms and latest treat-
ments to reduce the risk of the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The National Health Regula-
tory Authority approved “Sotro-
fimab” by GlaxoSmithKline for
emergency use earlier in June
for COVID-19 treatment.

Sotrovimab-VIR-7831 by GSK
and Vir Biotechnology is an in-
vestigational single-dose mono-
clonal antibody. It is for treating
mild-to-moderate COVID-19 in
adults and paediatric patients
(12 years of age and older weigh-
ing at least 40 kg) with positive
results of direct SARS-CoV-2 vi-
ral testing and who are at high
risk for progression to severe
COVID-19, including hospitalisa-
tion or death.

Dr Al Qahtani said the King-
dom used the drug to treat more
than 223 COVID-19 patients, and

all of them recovered and re-
turned to their life activities.
“Monoclonal antibodies are
proteins that mimic the ability
of the human immune system to
fight viruses, which attacks the
spike of the virus to bar entry
into human cells in about 60
minutes,” said Dr Al Qahtani.
He also cautioned that the
coronavirus is constantly evolv-
ing, and the only way out is
adhering strictly to preventive
measures, taking vaccination
and booster dose. “We should
also ensure vaccination of chil-
dren to ensure their safety.”

Booster dose essential

On booster dose, Dr Jameela
Al-Salman said the authorities
would contact all those who are
registered to receive the boost-
er dose six months after taking
the second dose of Sinopharm
vaccine.

She said it is vital for all senior
citizens to register for the boost-
er dose to avoid complications.

Dr Al Salman further said that
they witnessed a remarkable
turnout of parents registering
their children for vaccination.
“49% of the children between
12 and 17 years of the age had
received their jabs,” she said.

“No complications of severe
side effects observed among
people in the age group 12 to
177 the doctor said.

Dr Al Salman also warned that
the Delta variant produces high
risks for people in all age groups,
especially children. “Vaccination
is the only way to protect them.”

lllegal massage
parlour: Police
arrest four
women

TDT | Manama

C apital police yesterday
arrested four women
for running an illegal mas-
sage centre in violation of
coronavirus (COVID-19) pre-
venting measures.

The suspects of Asian and
African nationalities were
taken into custody in a joint
operation by the Capital
Governorate Police Directo-
rate, Ministry of Health and
the Ministry of Industry.

The arrest followed a tip-
off received on the illegal
activities practised by the
suspects.

An investigation was
quickly opened, which re-
sulted in the identification
and arrest of the suspects.

Officers found the sus-
pects were practising vari-
ous massage services flout-
ing all coronavirus restric-
tions.

The case is now with the
Public Prosecution.

Salon closed

Separately, the Minis-
try of Industry, Trade and
Tourism announced closing
a men’s salon in the north-
ern governorate for violat-
ing COVID-19 restrictions.

During an inspection,
officers spotted several
customers inside the salon
flouting social distancing
and other mandatory re-
strictions.

Education Ministry Dr Majid Ali Al Nuaimi yesterday honoured 150 top-
achieving secondary education graduates during a virtual ceremony. The
minister stressed that the ceremony crowns the tremendous efforts exerted
by the students throughout the academic year, noting that the number of
visits to the portal EduNet has reached 68 million.

e

Labour and Social Development Minister and the Board of Directors Chairman of the Labour Market Regulatory

-

Authority, Jameel bin Mohammed Ali Humaidan, holding a meeting with the newly-appointed Japanese Ambassador to
Bahrain, Miyamoto Masayuki. Humaidan reviewed the efforts to develop human resources, reform the labour market,
ensure social protection for workers. The Japanese Ambassador expressed delight over representing his country in
Bahrain, praising the existing solid relations between the two friendly countries.

Bahrain maintains tier-1 status in
US Combating Trafficking report

TDT | Manama

iy

Ambassador of Bahrain to Jakarta, Dr Mohammad Ghassan Mohammed
Adnan Sheikho, holding a meeting at the headquarters of the Indonesian
President’s Office with Dr H Moeldoko, the Chief of Staff of the Indonesian
President’s Office and a retired general. They hailed the strong bilateral
ties and agreed to broaden bilateral relations to meet common interests.
Discussions also focused on other issues of common interest.

- 3 - .
Ambassador of Bahrain to Indonesia, Dr Mohammed Ghassan Mohammed
Adnan Sheikho, and Prof Dr Muhammad Syarifuddin, the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of Indonesia, holding a meeting. Deputy of non-
Judicial Affairs, Dr Sunarto, and Secretary, Dr Hasbi Hassan, were present.
Discussions focused on bilateral ties and ways to strengthen them. They also
discussed several issues of mutual interest.

ahrain has maintained its

tier-1 status in the annual
report of the US Department
of State for combating people
trafficking for the fourth year
in a row.

Congratulating His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
for the achievement, Labour
Market Regulatory Authority
Chief Executive Officer, Jamal
Abdulaziz Al Alawi, said the
annual report is considered the
highest international ranking in
this field.

“This achievement is the re-
sult of the guidance, wise vi-
sion, and care of His Majesty
the King in the promotion of
equality and human rights for
all citizens and residents with-
out discrimination,” the LMRA
Chief said.

Al Alawi further congratulat-
ed His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,

Labour Market Regulatory Authority
Chief Executive Officer, Jamal
Abdulaziz Al Alawi

the Crown Prince and Prime
Minister, noting that the in-
tegration of all public sector
efforts had made Bahrain an
inspiring global role model.

Al Alawi pointed out that the
US report hails Bahrain’s for es-
tablishing a regional centre for
training and capacity-building

to combat people trafficking
in cooperation with the United
Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime in the GCC countries.

The US Department of State’s
report also praises the opening
of labour claims registration of-
fices at the LMRA and providing
administrative assistance to ex-
patriate workers in filing labour
claims and following them up
through the electronic system
by The Ministry of Justice, Is-
lamic Affairs & Endowments.

The report also praises Bah-
rain’s Wage Protection System
- inaugurated last May - which
works on documenting the
workers’ salaries payment pro-
cess in institutions subject to
the Labor Law.

The report points out that
Bahrain has translated its work
in combating people trafficking
into a practical and institutional
system with the participation of
various ministries and private
entities.
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News of bahrair

Timely action averts huge tragedy in Tubli

TDT | Manama

imely action by civil defence

forces yesterday averted a
major tragedy, after a furniture
factory in the Tubli area was
engulfed in fire.

The blaze could have taken
several lives with it, but the ef-
ficient and quick action of the
authorities prevented it.

According to the General Di-
rectorate of Civil Defence, their
officers in the control room
received a report of a massive

blaze in Tubli yesterday morn- .r.'.!

ing.

Soon a team of officers rushed
to the scene with firefighting
mechanisms.

There was a threat of the fire
spreading to nearby facilities but
brought it under control quickly
with several teams working from
different directions to douse the
fire.

Quick actions prevented the
fire from spreading to other sec-
tions of the factory and nearby
shops.

The exact cause of the fire or
the extent of the damage is not
known.

An investigation is ongoing.

Register for
summer
programme

TDT | Manama

Registrations are open for
a virtual summer pro-

gramme for students from
July 11 to August 12, said the
Education Ministry.

To register, log on to the
“Summer Club Registra-
tion” service on the e-gov-
ernment website between
July 1 and 6.

The programme, sched-
uled from Sunday to Thurs-
day, 10 am to 2 pm, includes
48 diverse fields for stu-
dents of all levels.

Specialists and teachers
from the education ministry
are participating.

The event has the partici-
pation of the Electricity and
Water Authority (EWA), the
Supreme Council for Envi-
ronment (SCE), the Bahrain
Voluntary Society (BVS),
Ministry of Interior, Fine
Artist Mohsen Al-Ghar-
ib, University of Bahrain
(UoB), National Space
Sciences Authority (NSSA),
Arabian Gulf University
(AGU), Bahrain Stargazers
Astronomical Club, Bahrain
Mind and E-Sports, and
Bahrain Chess Academy.

Minister of
parliament affairs
responsible for

tender board
TDT | Manama

is Royal Highness

Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, the
Crown Prince and Prime
Minister, yesterday named
the Minister of Parliament
Affairs as the Minister re-
sponsible for the Tender
Board before the legislative
branch. The appointment is
effective upon its publica-
tion in the Official Gazette.

Global award for Women’s empowerment

TDT | Manama

pplications are open for the

second round of Princess
Sabeeka Bint Ibrahim Al-Khal-
ifa’s Global Award for Women
Empowerment.

The award aims at high-
lighting the contribution of the
public and private sector, civ-
il society and women’s rights
champions to worldwide efforts
for gender equality and the em-
powerment of women and girls
in partnership with UN Women
and Bahrain.

It also aims to promote wom-
en’s empowerment and equality
between men and women, en-
courage innovative approaches
and solutions to achieve wom-
en’s empowerment in policy
and programming and provide
a global space to celebrate these
achievements.

P? L
Women

The award is in partnership with the UN Women and Supreme Council for Women

The announcement was dur-
ing the Generation Equality
Forum, hosted by the Govern-
ment of France and co-organ-
ised with the Government of
Mexico, under the supervision

of UN Women.

“The international commit-
ment to the award not only con-
firms the global efforts towards
enhancing the status of women
but also contributes directly to

achieving the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals, particularly
gender balance and equal op-
portunities,” said the Supreme
Council for Women in a state-
ment.

Nasser Bin Hamad
Youth Award
registration opens
TDT | Manama

outh Ministry Assis-
tant Undersecretary

for Support and Initiatives
Sarah Ishaq announced that
registration is open for the
Nasser Bin Hamad Inter-
national Youth Creativity
Award. To register, log on
to www.nbhaward.bh

“The award is for three
age groups, the first from
14-17 years, the second from
18-24 years, and the third
from 25-35,” said Ishaq.

Architecture, Art, Film
Making, Graphic Design,
Photography and Science
are the award categories.

The award, she said, aims
at achieving justice and
competitiveness among all

age groups.

Desperate attempts to tarnish Bahrain

Interior Ministry rejects Al Jaze

TDT | Manama

Interior Ministry yesterday
rejected reports by the Qatari
Al Jazeera channel against “re-
form and rehabilitation centre”
as misleading and “desperate
attempts” to tarnish Bahrain’s
national and civilised accom-
plishments.

Interior Ministry said that
Bahrain’s human rights institu-
tions are in the league of profes-
sional rights institutions in the
World, and attempts to tarnish
its reputation is unacceptable.

Al Jazeera, the ministry said,
is broadcasting programmes
with the help of suspicious or-
ganisations claiming to be in the
field of rights and several others
funded by external parties.

“These systematic and delib-
erate attempts, which includ-
ed many fallacies, represents a
continuation of the aggressive

approach against Bahrain and
politicisation of media content
against the Kingdom and its
people,” the statement said.

The Interior Ministry points
out that a report by Police Media
Centre reveals the depth and
dimensions of the channel’s in-
cendiary approach during the
past ten years.

The channel, the ministry

el

said, not even aired a piece of
single positive news about Bah-
rain during this period, contra-
dicting the standards of media
professionalism.

The ministry said that an
analysis of the channel’s con-
tent points out that it is target-
ting Bahrain with fabricated and
false information to create chaos
and destabilise the Kingdom.

“They seldom understand the
principles of good neighbour-
liness and the outcomes of the
Al-Ula Summit.”

Fair trial ensured

The Interior Ministry also
clarified that those serving
their terms in the Correction
and Rehabilitation centres are
convicted in various criminal
and terrorist cases and reached
there after exhausting all legal

' options.

“They all underwent a fair
trial with legal bodies to defend
them and in the presence of
representatives of civil socie-
ty organisations and Bahraini
human rights institutions,” the
ministry said.

Speakers of the Al Jazeera
programme accuses Bahrain of
misconduct without providing
any material evidence, the min-
istry said. “Such programmes

era reports as false and systematic hostile approach

are not unusual for the channel
which specialises in interfering
in the affairs of others by re-
peating false allegations that has
absolutely nothing to do with
the established rules of law and
criminal justice.

“What a fugitive speaker
mentioned through the channel
about his father, who is serv-
ing life in prison, and claims
of torture denies the truth and
reality.” The health conditions
of the person in question are
stable, and he is under regular
monitoring.

Interior Ministry said that it
would continue its approach
based on law enforcement and
the promotion of human rights.

The incitements campaigns,
the ministry said, would only
increase its adherence and com-
mitment to preserving the se-
curity and safety of citizens and
residents.
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Bahrain Chamber holds
symposium on industrial
property control

A

Over 30 thousand
counterfeit products
seized in 2020

TDT | Manama

he Bahrain Chamber, in
cooperation with the Min-
istry of Industry, Commerce,
and Tourism, recently held a
virtual symposium on Indus-
trial Property Control.
Commencing the symposi-
um, acting director of foreign
trade and industrial property
of the Ministry of Industry,
Commerce and Tourism Rana
Al Ahmed stressed the impor-
tance of protecting industrial
and intellectual property to
safeguard the rights of both
producers and consumers.
He pointed out that trade-
marks, patents, and industrial

b QL

N

designs can be registered and
protected locally via the min-
istry’s website. International
protection is available via the
World Intellectual Property
Organisation.

The symposium also shed
light on the difference be-
tween industrial property and
intellectual property and out-
lined the merits of registering
patents, industrial designs and
trademarks.

The symposium highlighted
Bahrain’s efforts in combating
counterfeiting, the role of the
trademark, patent, and indus-
trial design in curbing coun-
terfeiting.

It was revealed that author-
ities seized 35015 counterfeit
products from 29 enterpris-
es in 2020. The symposium
comes in line with the Bah-
rain Chamber’s efforts to raise
awareness and encouraging
best practices.

130 countries back global
minimum corporate tax

Tax of at least 15%
could yield around $150
billion in additional
global tax revenues

® Nine countries
that did not sign
include low-tax EU
members Ireland,
Estonia and Hungary

Reuters | Paris

ost of the countries
negotiating a global
overhaul of cross-bor-

der taxation of multinationals
have backed plans for new rules
on where companies are taxed
and a tax rate of at least 15%,
they said on Thursday after two
days of talks.

The Paris-based Organisation
for Economic Cooperation and
Development, which hosted the
talks, said a global minimum
corporate income tax of at least
15% could yield around $150
billion in additional global tax
revenues annually.

It said 130 countries, repre-
senting more than 90% of global
GDP, had backed the agreement
at the talks.

It added that new rules on

The new minimum tax
rate of at least 15%
would apply to com-
panies with turnover

above a 750-million-eu-
ro ($889-million)

threshold, with only

the shipping industry

exempted.

where the biggest multination-
als are taxed would see taxing
rights on more than $100 billion
of profits shifted to countries
where the profits are earned.
“With a global minimum tax
in place, multinational corpora-
tions will no longer be able to pit
countries against one another in
a bid to push tax rates down,”

US President Joe Biden said in

a statement.

“They will no longer be able
to avoid paying their fair share
by hiding profits generated in
the United States, or any other
country, in lower-tax jurisdic-
tions,” he said.

The Group of Seven advanced
economies agreed in June on
a minimum tax rate of at least
15%. The agreement will go
to the Group of Twenty major
economies for political endorse-
ment at a meeting in Venice next
week.

Technical details are to be
agreed by October so that the
new rules can be implemented
by 2023, a statement from coun-
tries that backed the agreement
said.

The nine countries that did

of 15%

not sign include low-tax EU
members Ireland, Estonia and
Hungary.

Welcoming the deal as the
most important international
tax deal reached in a century,
French Finance Minister Bruno
Le Maire said he would try to
win over those holding out.

“I ask them to do everything
to join this historical agreement
which is largely supported by
most countries,” he said, adding
that all big digital corporations
would be covered by the agree-
ment.

The new minimum tax rate
of at least 15% would apply to
companies with turnover above
a 750-million-euro ($889-mil-
lion)threshold, with only the
shipping industry exempted.

The new rules on where mul-
tinationals are taxed aims to di-
vide the right to tax their profits
in a fairer way among countries.

Companies considered in
scope would be multination-
als with global turnover above
20 billion euros and a pre-tax
profit margin above 10%, with
the turnover threshold possibly
coming down to 10 billion euros
after seven years following a
review.

Extractive industries and reg-
ulated financial services are to
be excluded from the rules on
where multinationals are taxed.

Facebook
partners with
‘Assassin’s
Creed’ maker in
cloud-gaming
push

Reuters

Facebook Inc has teamed
up with French video-
game maker Ubisoft En-
tertainment SA to bolster
its cloud-gaming platform
with popular titles such
as “Assassin’s Creed”, the
social media giant said on
Thursday.

Facebook Gaming cur-
rently has more than 25
games including “Roller
Coaster Tycoon Touch”
by Atari, and “Lego Lega-
cy Heroes Unboxed” and
“Dragon Mania Legends”
by Gameloft.

With the Ubisoft tie-up,
Facebook said its users will
now have access to titles
including “Hungry Shark
Evolution”, “Hungry Drag-
on” and the blockbuster
“Assassin’s Creed” fran-
chise.

The San Francisco-based
company also said its cloud-
streamed games are now
available to more than 98%
of the population in the
United States, adding that
the roll-out has begun in
Canada and Mexico, and
will reach Western and Cen-
tral Europe by early next
year. In October, Facebook
had launched a free-to-play
cloud gaming feature on its
social media platform, al-
lowing users to stream and
play games without down-
loading them.

World Bank gives $150 million to
Yemen projects amid aid shortfall

Around 80% of
Yemen’s population,
or 24 million people,
rely on humanitarian
relief to survive

® The United States
last week called on

the international
community, especially
Yemen’s neighbours, to
fulfil pledges to increase
humanitarian funding

Reuters | Dubai

he World Bank will give

Yemen $150 million in
grants for health, nutrition and
sanitation projects, helping ad-
dress a funding shortfall facing
the war-torn country.

A serious gap in funding for
aid appeared last year. More
funds started flowing since
April after U.N. officials said
Yemen could see the world’s
worst famine in decades, but
aid groups say the humanitari-
an operation still does not have
enough cash to see out 2021.

“The project will provide
much needed emergency funds
to help deliver quality health-
care for the poorest and most
vulnerable, including those liv-
ing in remote areas, said Tania
Meyer, the World Bank’s Yemen
country head.

The World Bank’s Yemen
Emergency Human Capital

KNOW WHAT

Yemen had been the poorest
country in the World Bank’s Mid-
dle East and North Africa region
before war broke out more than
six years ago, plunging the coun-
try into what the United Nations
describes as the world’s largest

humanitarian crisis.

Yemen’s $3.85 billion
2021 humanitarian

response plan stood
at only 43% funded
earlier this month.

Project (YEHCP) works with health, nutrition, water and
UN agencies and Yemen’s lo- sanitation services to 3.65 mil-
cal authorities. The funding lion Yemenis, the World bank
boost will go towards essential said.

The war has killed tens of
thousands of Yemenis, mostly
civilians, and left millions on
the brink of famine. Around
80% of Yemen’s population, or
24 million people, rely on hu-
manitarian relief to survive.

The United States last week
called on the international
community, especially Yemen’s
neighbours, to fulfil pledges to
increase humanitarian fund-
ing, warning that aid programs
could otherwise be forced to
close.

Yemen’s $3.85 billion 2021
humanitarian response plan
stood at only 43% funded ear-
lier this month.

UAE bans citizens from travelling to India,
Pakistan and some other countries, - WAM

Reuters | Cairo

he United Arab Emirates

announced yesterday a
travel ban on citizens to India,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Vietnam, Namibia, Zambia,
Congo, Uganda, Sierra Leo-
ne, Liberia, South Africa and
Nigeria, state news agency
(WAM) reported.

The Foreign Ministry and
the National Emergency, Crisis
and Disaster Management Au-
thority stressed that, with the
start of the travel season, citi-
zens need to comply with all
precautionary and preventive
measures related to COVID-19,
WAM added.

IMF approves $200 million
increase in financing for Jordan

Washington

he International Mon-

etary Fund yesterday
said its executive board had
approved a $200 million in-
crease in financing available
to Jordan under its Extend-
ed Fund Facility after com-

pleting a second review of the
programme.

The IMF said completion of
the second review under the
EFF would allow Jordan to
immediately access $206 m,
bringing total disbursements
to around $900 million since
the start of 2020.

Jordan’s King Abdullah heads
to US to meet Biden

Reuters | Amman

ordan’s King Abdullah left

for the United States yes-
terday for a three-week visit
that includes the first meeting
by an Arab leader with Pres-
ident Joe Biden at the White
House since he took office, a
palace statement said.

The statement said the mon-
arch, accompanied by his wife
Queen Rania, would attend an
investors meeting followed by
a private itinerary ahead of a
working visit to Washington
for talks with congressional
leaders and administration
officials.

F_

An official said the king’s
talks with Biden were expect-
ed some time after mid-July.
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Xi hails ‘irreversible’ rise
of China at party centenary

Chinese president says only the Communist Party could ‘save’ China and that
people and party cannot be separated

Xi warns against
foreign bullying at
100th birthday of
Communist Party

AFP | Beijing

resident Xi Jinping hailed
China’s “irreversible”

course from humiliated

colony to great power at the %

centenary celebrations for the
Chinese Communist Party yes-
terday, in a speech reaching
deep into history to remind pa-
triots at home and rivals abroad
of his nation’s -- and his own
-- ascendancy.

Speaking above the giant
portrait of Mao Zedong, which
dominates Tiananmen Square,
from the podium where the fa-
mous chairman proclaimed the
People’s Republic of China in
1949, Xi said the “era of China
being bullied is gone forever”
praising the party for uplifting
incomes and restoring national
pride.

Drawing a line from the sub-
jugation of the Opium Wars to
the struggle to establish a so-
cialist revolution in China, Xi
said the party has brought about
“national rejuvenation” lifting
tens of millions from poverty
and “altered the landscape of
world development.”

Xi, wearing a ‘Mao-style’ jack-
et, added the “great rejuvena-
tion of the Chinese nation has
entered an irreversible histor-
ical course” and vowed to con-

.

Participants wave national and party flags before the event marking the 100th
founding anniversary of the Communist Party of China, on Tiananmen Square in

Beijing

tinue to build a “world-class”
military to defend national in-
terests.

In the summer of 1921 Mao
and a clutch of Marxist-Leninist
thinkers in Shanghai founded
the party which has since mor-
phed into one of the world’s
most powerful political organ-
isations.

It now counts around 95 mil-
lion members, garnered over a
century of war, famine and tur-
moil, and more recently a surge
to superpower status butting
up against western rivals, led
by the Us.

In a ceremony of pomp and
patriotism, thousands of sing-
ers, backed by a marching band,
belted out stirring choruses in-
cluding “We Are the Heirs of
Communism” and “Without the
Communist Party there would
be no New China” as maskless
invitees cheered and waved

flags in a packed Tiananmen
Square.

A fly-by of helicopters in for-
mation spelling ‘100’ -- a giant
hammer and sickle flag trailing
-- and a 100-gun salute followed,
while young communists in uni-
son pledged allegiance to the

party.
Power, popularity and purges

Xi, whose speech braided the
economic miracle of China with
the longevity of the party, has
cemented his eight-year rule
through a personality cult, end-
ing term limits and declining to
anoint a successor.

He has purged rivals and
crushed dissent -- from Uyghur
Muslims and online critics to
pro-democracy protests on
Hong Kong’s streets.

The party has pivoted to new
challenges; using tech to renew
its appeal for younger genera-

XIJINPING

tions -- 12.55 million members
are now aged 30 or younger
-- while giving a communist
finish to a consumer economy
decorated by billionaire entre-
preneurs.

On Beijing’s streets, praise
for the party was effusive from
those willing to speak to foreign
media.

“We should thank the party
and the motherland,” said Li
Luhao, 19, a student at Beihang
University performing in the
celebration.

A man surnamed Wang,
42, said: “When I was a child
there was a blackout for one
hour every night and electricity
shortages.”

“Now the streets are full of
light. Food, clothes, education,
traffic are all better.”

Xi has presented a defiant
face to overseas rivals led by
the US, revving up nationalist
sentiment, batting back criti-
cism of his government’s actions
in Hong Kong, towards Taiwan
and the treatment of the Uy-
ghurs.

Former US Defence
Secretary Rumsfeld
dead at 88

Donald Rumsfeld

Reuters | Washington

onald Rumsfeld, a
forceful Us defence
secretary who was the main
architect of the Iraq war
until President George W.
Bush replaced him as the
United States found itself
bogged down after 3-1/2
years of fighting, has died
at age 88, his family said in
a statement on Wednesday.
“It is with deep sadness
that we share the news
of the passing of Donald
Rumsfeld, an American
statesman and devoted hus-
band, father, grandfather
and great grandfather,” the
statement said. “At 88, he
was surrounded by family
in his beloved Taos, New
Mexico.”
The statement did not say
when Rumsfeld died.

Biden in Florida to see condo

collapse site, de

Reuters | Miami

resident Joe Biden flew
to Florida yesterday to
“comfort” families of people
killed or still missing in the
rubble of a beachfront apart-
ment building, where hopes of

finding survivors had all but _

evaporated.
Biden and First Lady Jill Bid-

en left the White House early &
for the flight to Miami, and then §

traveled by motorcade to near-

by Surfside, where the death §

toll in the tragedy now stands
at 18, and more than 140 still
unaccounted for.

Aboard Air Force One,
deputy spokeswoman Ka-
rine Jean-Pierre said the first
couple would convey empa-
thy to heartbroken families
and thanks to the emergen-
cy crews sifting through the
wreckage.

“The president and the first
lady will meet with the families
who have been forced to endure
this terrible tragedy, offer them
comfort during this unimagi-
nable, difficult time,” she told
reporters.

Asked about dwindling
chances of anyone being found
alive, Jean-Pierre said the

4 - o

Emergency worker

ath tll at 18

s conduct search and rescue efforts at the site of a partially

collapsed residential building in Surfside

YOU

KNOW WHAT

Investigators have
not concluded what
caused nearly half of
the 40-year-old condo
complex to crumble in
one of the deadliest
building collapses in

us history

White House was “hoping for
the best.”

“This is a rescue operation,”
she said. “We haven’t got any
indication of it not being ex-
actly that -- search and rescue,
looking for loved ones.”

The dead confirmed so far
include two children, aged four
and 10, Miami-Dade County
Mayor Daniella Levine Cava
said late Wednesday.

Yesterday, Levine Cava said
the search and rescue oper-
ation had been temporar-
ily halted due to “structural
concerns” about the pile of
debris.

News in brief
Hundreds evacuated as firesaddto > . .
deadly Canada heat wave people were

‘:‘ evacuated in western Canada as
fires added to the unprecedented
heat wave in the region, which for

o days has been baking in record-
breaking temperatures. The village
"1 of Lytton, 250 kilometers (155 miles)

“U8 northeast of Vancouver, was evacuated

that spread quickly.

4 The US House of .
Representatives voted House approves committee

along party lines to to probe US Capitol assault
investigate the deadly Capitol insurrection —
of January 6, green-lighting a Democratic- '
controlled select committee after Senate
Republicans blocked an independent,
9/11-style commission. Only two Republicans
joined Democrats in the 222-190 vote to create i
the panel, which House Speaker Nancy Pelosi said ;
will report on “conclusions and recommendations g
for preventing any future assault.”

- o & The
Zuma foundation says jail sentence . ..

unconstitutional as his arrest100ms  oresenting south

Africa’s ex-president Jacob Zuma, sentenced

to jail for defying a top court, condemned the
judgment as unconstitutional, as loyalists
travelled to their ex-leader’s home ahead of

a deadline to turn himself in by the end of the
week or face arrest. In an unprecedented ruling, the
Constitutional Court on Tuesday convicted Zuma for
“egregious” and “aggravated” contempt of court after
he refused to comply with an order to appear before graft investigators.

:1 The US 5‘:‘: After pandemic-related reprieve,
ot Texas execute Texas executes death row inmate

aman convicted
of a violent triple murder, who was
the first to get a stay of execution
due to the pandemic. John Hummel,
45, received a lethal injection at the
Huntsville penitentiary in the southern
state and was pronounced dead at 6:49
pm local time (2349 GMT). Hummel
was handed the death penalty after he =
stabbed his pregnant wife and father-in- W
law to death in 2009, and then beat his five-year-old daughter to death with a
haseball bat before setting fire to their home in Fort Worth, Texas.

Philippines onalert & The Philippine seismological
. agency called for the evacuation of
after Taal volcano eruptlon thousands of people near a volcano

—

south of Manila after an eruption sent steam
and rock fragments hundreds of metres into
the sky. Taal volcano, which sits in a picturesque
~ lake, has been belching sulphur dioxide for several
days, creating a thick haze over the capital and
several surrounding provinces, and prompting
health warnings.

Country Total cases  Total
deaths

1 USA - 620,274
2 India 30453526 | 400,265 183’2009380
3 Brazl 18559164 518,246
4 France 5775301 | 111,082
5  Russia 5538142 | 135886 3,966,198
6  Turkey sa0940 497 (Recovered: )
7 UK 4828463 128,162
8  Argentina 4470374 94,304
9 ltaly 4260788 127587 ~INew cases
10 Colombia 4240982 106,544
11 Spain 3821305 80,883 +237,336
2 Germany 376424 91487 | New deaths
13 lran 3218860 84,389
14 Poland 2,880,010 75,044 +3’688

Figures as of closing

New Total Active
Deaths | recovered | cases

16,169 211,384

Middle East

Country | Total Total

deaths

Egt 281282

Saudi 487,592 7,819 467,633

Arabia

WAE (634582 1675 1819 LR 612998 (#1556
Kuwait 356,687 Loy I i B
oman 20504 +1959 3140 B 36988 1s2127
Qatar 222,071  +118 500 219799
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VACANCIES
AVAILABLE

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO.
W.LL has a vacancy for the

occupation of  MECHANICAL
HELPER , suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17830801
or HR@RAMSIS.COM.BH
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO.
W.LL has a vacancy for the
occupation of  MECHANICAL
HELPER , suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17830801
or HR@RAMSIS.COM.BH

Al Hekma International
School Company W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation
of ADMINISTRATOR , suitably
qualified applicants can contact
39669704 or AHIMS@BATELCO.
COM.BH

M1 CONTRACTING has a vacancy
for the occupation of LABOURER
, Suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17009161 or M.L75@
HOTMAIL.COM

Healthy Vibes Restaurant has
a vacancy for the occupation of
KITCHEN AIDE , suitably qualified
applicants can contact 38977605
or MAHMOODALMAGHRABI95@
HOTMAIL.COM

a vacancy for the occupation
of  MARKETING SPECIALIST
, Suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17325339 or
ENGAMR332@GMAIL.COM
MISTER GIFT SERVICES W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation
of OFFICE HELPER , suitably
qualified applicants can contact
33823634 or INFOMRGIFTSVS@
gmail.com

ESNAD REAL ESTATE
PROJECTS MANAGEMENT W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation
of SALES REPRESENTATIVE ,
suitably qualified applicants can
contact 17341117 or skooheji@
esnadmanagement.com

Arcadis  Consulting  Middle
East Limited (Foreign Branch
Company) has a vacancy for the
occupation of CONSTRUCTION
MANAGER , suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17564755
or eman.albanna@ARCADIS.COM
MINAL TRADE has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER
, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33556626 or
MOHD18279@GMAIL.COM
MACDONALDS has a vacancy
for the occupation of WAITER

ALLAQ RESORT COMPANY BSC
CLOSED SOFITEL BAHRAIN
ZALLAQ THALA has a vacancy for
the occupation of RESERVATIONS
CLERK , suitably  qualified
applicants can contact 17636363 or
ahmed@jazayani.com

NOOR AL KERAM RESTAURANT
has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER , suitably qualified
applicants can contact 38873842 or
WORDEXPE64@GMAIL.COM
California pets has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALESMAN
, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33593737 or AL_
ASAD62@HOTMAIL.COM

FUL FLOWERS WL.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of
FLORIST/FLOWER SETTER
, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39617788 or
ABBAS86Z88@HOTMAIL.COM
AL MANSOORI AUTOMATIC
MARKETING has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALESMAN , suitably
qualified applicants can contact
39966665 or FAISALYOUSIF2009@
HOTMAIL.COM

TATWEER PETROLEUM -
BAHRAIN FIELD DEVELOPMENT
COMPANY WL.L. has a
vacancy for the occupation of

applicants can contact 17148003 or
RECRUITMENT_DONOTREPLY@
TATWEERPETROLEUM.COM
ALDEERAH PHARMACY W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation
of SALESMAN , suitably qualified
applicants can contact 77207730
or INFO@ALDEERAH.INFO
RAM MEDICAL CENTER W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupation
of ADMINISTRATIVE MANAGER
, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33389339 or GM@
RAMCLINICS.COM

FUN HOUSE PARTY EVENTS
PLANNERS has a vacancy for the
occupation of DRIVER , suitably
qualified applicants can contact
33659844 or NOORA34049385@
GMAIL.COM

Kotta villa contracting w.l.I has
a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER , suitably qualified
applicants can contact 77305030
or khanptpm1@gmail.com
SEPCOIIl BAHRAIN
CONSTRUCTION  COMPANY
W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER , suitably
qualified applicants can contact
66330096 or DUXIAOMING@
SEPC03.COM
ST.CHRISTOPHER'S SCHOOL

qualified applicants can contact
17605424 or  Recruitment@
school.st-chris.net

Malmo Massage has a vacancy
for the occupation of MASSEUR
, suitably qualified applicants can
contact 33166119 or M.ADEL@
YAOOTDEIGN.COM

Inaba for Cleanings and
Services has a vacancy for the
occupation of CLEANER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
34092727 or HASSANJASSIM16@
GMAIL.COM

Silicon Valley of Interior
Decoration W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORKER
, Ssuitably qualified applicants
can contact 36778740 or
MZOOM2020@GMAIL.COM
Gulf  Certification Office
(GCO) W L L has a vacancy
for the occupation of MEDIA/
AWARENESS  SPECIALIST
suitably qualified applicants can
contact 39485858

ELYA LAND CONTRACTING
has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER , suitably qualified
applicants can contact 33088558
or ELYALANDCONTRACTING@
GMAIL.COM

Kingdom Security Protection

GUARD , suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17822228
or RASHEED@SECURICORE.BH
M.B.C.E SPECIALIZED
CONSTRUCTION OWNED BY
AWAL COMMERCIAL SERVIC
has a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER , suitably qualified
applicants can contact 17230808
or NAEEM6683@GMAIL.COM
Geolog Surface Logging DMCC
has a vacancy for the occupation
of  TECHNICIAN , suitably
qualified applicants can contact
17568173

DELPHINE CEANING SERVICES
W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation  of WORKER
suitably  qualified  applicants
can contact 35966274 or
DELPHINEMAKEHEBUA@
GMAIL.COM
ST.CHRISTOPHER"'S
SCHOOL 'ISA TOWN' has a
vacancy for the occupation of
TEACHER(HISTORY) , suitably
qualified applicants can contact
17605424  or  Recruitment@
school.st-chris.net
ST.CHRISTOPHER'S SCHOOL
'ISA TOWN' has a vacancy for the
occupation of TEACHER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact

Al Magsad Contracting and
General Trading W.L.L has

, suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17220000 or HR@
FAKHRO.COM

SUPERVISOR,FOREMAN(GAS
DISTRIBUTION) , suitably qualified

'ISA TOWN' has a vacancy for the
occupation of TEACHER, suitably

Services W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of SECURITY

17605424  or  Recruitment@
school.st-chris.net

Britain’s William and Harry put feud aside to unveil Princess Diana statue

AFP | London

B ritish Princes William and Harry
put their differences aside yester-
day when they unveiled a statue to their
late mother Princess Diana on what
would have been her 60th birthday,
saying they hoped it would be a lasting
memorial to her life and legacy.

The brothers, whose falling-out has
been the subject of intense media scru-
tiny, looked relaxed together as they re-
vealed the statue they commissioned in
honour of Diana in the Sunken Garden
of Kensington Palace in central London,
her former home.

The bronze statue depicts Diana, who §
was killed in a Paris car crash in 1997,

surrounded by three children, which
Kensington Palace said represented
“the universality and generational im-
pact” of her work.

“Today, on what would have been our
mother’s 60th birthday, we remember
her love, strength and character - qual-
ities that made her a force for good
around the world, changing countless
lives for the better,” the brothers said
in a statement.

“Every day, we wish she were still
with us, and our hope is that this statue
will be seen forever as a symbol of her
life and her legacy.”

William and Harry were joined by
their mother’s brother Charles Spencer

i

Britain’s Prince William, The Duke of Cambridge, and Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex, look at a
statue they commissioned of their mother Diana

and her sisters Sarah McCorquodale
and Jane Fellowes for the small, private
event at the Sunken Garden, one of
Diana’s favourite places.

Tribute

The statue, which is blueish green
in colour and designed by sculptor Tan

Rank-Broadley whose effigy of Queen
Elizabeth has been used on British
and Commonwealth coins, was com-
missioned by the princes in 2017 as a
tribute to their mother.

William’s office said they wanted it
to reflect her positive impact in Britain
and globally, and to help future gener-

The statue is the second me-
morial to Diana in London,
after a 210-metre (689-foot)
long fountain was unveiled
in Hyde Park in 2004 after
years of bureaucratic wran-
gling and squabbling over

the design

ations understand “the significance of
her place in history”.

Beneath the statue is a plinth bear-
ing Diana’s name and the date of the
unveiling, while in front lies a paving
stone engraved with an extract inspired
by the poem “The Measure of A Man”.

William was 15 and Harry 12 when
the limousine carrying their mother
and her lover Dodi al-Fayed crashed in
a tunnel in Paris as it sped away from
chasing photographers.

Both brothers have spoken of the
deep trauma her death caused, and
how it affected their mental health for
years afterwards. Almost a quarter of

PRINCES WILLIAM AND HARRY

a century since the fatal crash, Diana
remains a captivating figure for many.

Footage from the unveiling ceremo-
ny showed William and Harry talking
together, with no sign of the rows that
have so clouded their relationship in
recent years that the once close siblings
now barely speak to each other.

Since giving up royal duties last year,
Harry has launched some barbed at-
tacks on his family and the royal institu-
tions, including an accusation of racism
that he and his wife Meghan made in
an interview with US chat show host
Oprah Winfrey. Media reports have said
the claim infuriated William.

The brothers last saw each other in
April at the funeral of their grandfather
Prince Philip, the queen’s husband of
more than 70 years, after which they
are reported to have argued.

permanent residence at
A-47 Inderjeet Colony,
100ft Road, Amritsar
India, presently residing

Turkey formally

L, ARJUN RAJPUT s/o
Amarnath Rajput holding Ankara says women
Indian Passport No. are protected by laws,
R3721014 dated 23/9/2017 .
issued at Amritsar having not Istanbul Convention

AFP | Istanbul

quits

treaty to

prevent violence against women

i —— W

of the Federation of Turkish
Women’s Associations, said on
Wednesday. “Turkey is shoot-
ing itself in the foot with this
decision.”

She said that since March,
women and other vulnerable
groups had been more reluctant
to ask for help and less likely to

at Building No 273, Block
No 309 Road 919 Segaya,
Kingdom of Bahrain,
will henceforth be
known as (given name)

Arjun (surname) Rajput.

Objection(s), if any, may
be forwarded to Embassy
of India, P.O. Box 26106 Al
Seef, Kingdom of Bahrain.

Turkey officially withdrew
yesterday from an interna-
tional treaty to prevent violence
against women, enacting a de-
cision that drew condemnation
from many Turks and Western
allies when President Tayyip
Erdogan announced it in March.

Thousands were set to protest
across Turkey, where a court

Activists participate in a protest against Turkey’s withdrawal from Istanbul
Convention

Femicide has surged in
Turkey, with one mon-
itoring group logging
roughly one per day in
the last five years

appeal to halt the withdrawal
was rejected this week.

“We will continue our strug-
gle,” Canan Gullu, president

receive it, with COVID-19 fuelled
economic difficulties causing a
dramatic increase in violence
against them.

The Istanbul Convention, ne-
gotiated in Turkey’s biggest city
and signed in 2011, committed
its signatories to prevent and
prosecute domestic violence and
promote equality.
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James Franco pays $2.2M to settle sexual misconduct lawsuit

Fox | Los Angeles

ames Franco has signed
J off on paying $2,235,000 to

settle an Oct. 2019 lawsuit
alleging he and his associates co-
erced students into performing
explicit sex scenes on camera.
The proposed figure was re-
vealed in court filings that were
made public on Wednesday, and
a Los Angeles judge will need to
approve it.

In 2019, Sarah Tither-Kaplan
and Toni Gaal filed a class ac-
tion complaint in Los Angeles
County Superior Court, alleg-
ing that Franco and his partners
“engaged in widespread inap-
propriate and sexually charged
behavior towards female stu-

dents by sexualising their power
as a teacher and an employer
by dangling the opportunity for
roles in their projects.”

They argued they were victims
of fraud, paying $300 a month
for an acting school opened by
Franco and his business partner
Vince Jolivette in 2014 at which
they claimed they were intimi-
dated and sexually objectified.

They further alleged that
those who were willing to dis-
robe in front of Franco and his
friends were given special treat-
ment.

Franco’s attorneys have pre-
viously denied the claims in the
suit as “false and inflammatory,
legally baseless and brought as
a class action with the obvious

goal of grabbing as much public-
ity as possible for attention-hun-
gry Plaintiffs”

The settlement would mean
Tither-Kaplan and Gaal would
drop their claims without preju-
dice, with other members of the
class given roughly two months
to opt out should they choose
to further pursue their case.
Any unclaimed money would
be contributed to the National
Women’s Center.

Because the lawsuit is a class
action, details of the settlement
that are usually hidden from
public record were disclosed
in the filing. Of the $2,235,000
in the agreement, $894,000
would go to the named plaintiffs,
and $1,341,000 would go into

As part of the agree-
ment, all parties to
the suit would release
ajoint statement in
which Franco could
continue to deny the
allegations in the com-
plaint. It reads in full

a common fund for the rest of
the members of the class action.
Tither-Kaplan would receive
$670,500, and Gaal would re-
ceive $223,500 — both minus
attorney fees.

As part of the agreement, all
parties to the suit would release
ajoint statement in which Fran-
co could continue to deny the
allegations in the complaint. It
reads in full:

“The parties and their counsel
are pleased to have resolved por-
tions of this dispute and pend-
ing lawsuit. While Defendants
continue to deny the allegations
in the complaint, they acknowl-
edge that Plaintiffs have raised
important issues; and all parties
strongly believe that now is a

James Franco

critical time to focus
on address the mis-
treatment of women in
Hollywood. All agree
on the need to make
sure that no one in
the entertain-
ment industry
— regardless
of sex, race,
religion,
disability,
ethnicity,
background,
gender or
sexual orien-
tation — faces
discrimination,
harassment or
prejudice of
any kind.”

Demi Lovato’s talk show
gets premiere date, set to
air on Roku Channel

ANI | Washington

Singer—actor Demi Lovato’s
upcoming talk show, titled
“The Demi Lovato Show’ orig-
inally ordered by now-defunct
startup Quibi, will finally pre-
miere next month on Roku’s
free, ad-supported streaming
channel.

As per Variety, all nine ep-
isodes of the show with the
pop star hosting a range of
celebrity guests and experts,
are scheduled to be premiere
on July 30 exclusively on the
Roku Channel.

Lovato’s show will address
“some of today’s edgiest social
topics in frank and honest dis-
cussions,” according to Roku.

Guests on the short-form
series include Jameela Jamil,
Lucy Hale and transgender
beauty icon Nikita Dragun,
with more to be announced.

In each 10-minute episode,
Lovato will lead discussions
across a range of topics includ-
ing, police reform, feminism,
trans rights, sex positivity, and
mental health.

‘The Demi Lovato Show’ is
the first of more than a dozen
Quibi programs (rebranded as
Roku Originals) to premiere
for the first time anywhere.

“Some conversations can be
difficult, but I’ve never been
one to shy away from speak-
ing candidly about things. We

normalizes living your own
truth -- where people can
speak, engage and more
importantly, learn, to-
gether,” Lovato said in
a statement about the
talk show.

“There’s something ther-
apeutic about having
raw discussions that
people can relate
to and with ‘The
Demi
Show’ no topics
are off limits
and opinions are
welcome. I'm so
excited for peo-
ple to see how these
conversations unfold on

Some conversations
can be difficult, but
I've never been one
to shy away from
speaking candidly
about things. We
wanted to create a
space that normalizes
living your own truth
-- where people can
speak, engage and
more importantly,
learn, together

DEMI LOVATO

The star added,

Lovato

The Weeknd joins forces with ‘Euphoria’
creator for HBO drama series

ANI | Washington

rammy-winning singer The

Weeknd has landed his next
big gig. The ‘Starboy’ hitmaker
is set to develop a series for HBO
alongside ‘Euphoria’ creator
Sam Levinson.

As per Variety, the singer will
star in the forthcoming series
currently titled ‘The Idol’. How-
ever, it’s unclear at this time
which character the star will
portray on the show.

The Weeknd will also serve as
a co-writer and executive pro-
ducer on the upcoming project.

The series will follow a fe-
male pop singer who starts a

romance with an enigmatic L.A.
club owner who is the leader of
a secret cult.

The Weeknd, whose real
name is Abel Tesfaye, will
serve as co-writer and execu-
tive producer along with Lev-
inson and Reza Fahim, with all
three credited as creators of the
show.

Joseph Epstein will also write
and executive produce in ad-
dition to serving as showrun-
ner. Mary Laws will write and
co-executive produce. Levin-
son will executive produce via
Little Lamb along with Ash-
ley Levinson and Kevin Turen.
Aaron L. Gilbert will execu-

The Weeknd will serve as a
co-writer and executive producer
on the upcoming project

tive produce via Bron Studios.
Wassim “SAL” Slaiby and La
Mar C. Taylor will co-executive
produce.

This would not be the first
time The Weeknd has written
for television. He wrote and
starred in an episode of the cult
hit animated series ‘American
Dad’ on TBS in 2020. He also
played himself in the critical-
ly-acclaimed film ‘Uncut Gems’
opposite Adam Sandler.

The Weeknd
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Britney Spears has
slammed photogra-

. phers for pursuing her
during a Hawaiian va-

The pop star shared
her frustration with her
lack of privacy amid her
% public battle to end
the restrictive 13-year
conservatorship man-

wrote.

Spears, in an angry Instagram post.

“So being here in Maui is pretty cra-
zy now... the paps (paparazzi) know
where I am and it’s really not fun!!!!
It’s pretty hard going anywhere cause
these silly faces keep popping up
to take my picture,” the Toxic singer

“But not only do they take my picture...
they distort my body and mess with the

my body is not perfect but I definitely
do NOT look like how they portray me.
It’s rude and it’s mean so paps kindly

rude.”

F**K YOU AND F**K
OFF (sic).” F
A video linked
to the post opens
with the message,
“Dos and Don’t
if you are a pap,
fan, or ANYONE
in my space,”
which included
the tip: “Don’t W
talk to me while
I’'m texting.

Britney Spears blasts paparazzi for
} body shaming her on vacation

Cover Media | Los Angeles

G
It’s

Britney Spears

Across

wanted to create a space that The Roku Channel.” aged by her father, Jamie
Demi Lovato
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Scrappy Barty battles into
Wimbledon third round

Roger Federer oldest man in Wimbledon third round for 46 years

Murray fights back
to beat Otte in five sets

AFP | London

shleigh Barty’s bid to win
Athe Wimbledon singles

title on the 50th anni-
versary of fellow indigenous
Australian Evonne Goolagong
Cawley’s first victory stayed on
course yesterday.

However, Barty produced a
far from perfect performance
in her 6-4, 6-3 win over Rus-
sia’s Anna Blinkova as she pro-
gressed to a third round meeting
with Czech Katerina Siniakova.

“She pushed me incredibly
hard,” said Barty.

“A few points here and there
it could have been a different
story.”

Barty is seeded to meet this
year’s French Open champion
Barbora Krejcikova in the last
16.

Krejcikova brushed aside sec-
ond round opponent German
veteran Andrea Petkovic 7-5,
6-4.

Barty is popular on Centre
Court but nothing compared to
Coco Gauff due to her exploits
aged 15 in 2019 reaching the
Last 16 as a qualifier.

‘Coco Mania’ has not dimin-
ished on Centre Court despite a
two-year hiatus and the 17-year-
old did not let the crowd down
with a 6-4, 6-3 win over former

Ashleigh Barty hits a return

semi-finalist Elena Vesnina.

“It feels like I have changed
and grown a lot,” said Gauff.

“Two years ago not many
people knew my name at least
before I beat Venus and now
it (Wimbledon) feels more like
home.”

Two fewer seeds will be
standing in Barty’s way as she
looks to add the senior singles
title to her 2011 junior Wimble-
don win.

Third seed Elina Svitolina, a
Wimbledon semi-finalist two
years ago, said she needs a rest
after losing 6-3, 6-4 to Poland’s
Magda Linette.

“I think mentally today I was
not really in a good place,” said
Svitolina.

Frenc Open sem-finalist Ma-
ria Sakkari, the 15th-seeded
Greek, lost to Shelby Rogers of
the United States 7-5, 6-4.

Cameron Norrie awaits the
winner of the Federer and
Gasquet clash after the fast-im-
proving Briton swept aside Aus-
tralian wildcard Alex Bolt 6-3,
6-1, 6-2.

Roger Federer became the
oldest man in 46 years to reach
the Wimbledon third round
with a straight sets win over
Richard Gasquet.

Federer, 39, defeated his
French rival 7-6 (7/1), 6-1, 6-4
to make the last 32 for the 18th
time.

Australia’s Ken Rosewall was
40 when he made the third
round at the All England Club
in 1975.

Federer, who has eight Wim-
bledon titles, beat Gasquet for
the 19th time in 21 meetings and
will take on Cameron Norrie of
Britain for a place in the last 16.

“I know Richard really well,

ASHLEIGH BARTY

we’ve played so many times
against each other. It’s always a
pleasure playing against him,”
said Federer.

“It was a wonderful match,
I’'m happy with my perfor-
mance. A tough first set, I was
happy with the second set and
I was better in the third, so I’'m
very, very happy.”

Norrie joins fellow Britons
Dan Evans and two-time Wim-
bledon champion Andy Murray
in the third round.

It is the first time three Brit-
ish men have reached the third
round since 1999, when Tim
Henman, Greg Rusedski and
Danny Sapsford reached the
last 32.

“Come on Gasquet,” joked
Norrie.

“If there’s a time to play Rog-
er, now’s the time I guess, but
he’s still a decent player.”

Norrie was followed onto
Court One by men’s second
seed Daniil Medvedev and the
Russian made short work of
18-year-old Spaniard Carlos Al-
caraz, the youngest player in the
men’s draw.

Tour de France withdraws complaint

AFP | Paris

he Tour de France has

withdrawn its legal com-
plaint against the spectator
who caused a spectacular mass
pileup on the opening day of
the race, its director Christian
Prudhomme said yesterday.

The woman was arrested
Wednesday at a police station
in Landerneau in Brittany,
where stage one finished on
Saturday, and is still in custody.

“The incident has been
blown out of all proportion,”
Prudhomme said.

“So we’d like to calm things
down now that the message
has got across that the road-
side fans need to be careful.”

The accident happened be-
tween Brest and Landerneau
when the woman, facing away
from the riders and towards
the cameras, held up a card-
board sign which read “Allez
Opi-Omi”, which translates
as “Go, grandpa and granny”.

German cyclist Tony Martin,
positioned on the edge of a
group of tightly packed riders,
hit the sign and fell, bringing

against spectator who cau,se_d pileup

KTM rider Cyril Lemoine of France receives medical attention (file photo)

The accident hap-
pened when the wom-
an, facing away from

the riders and towards
the cameras, held up a
cardboard sign which
read “Allez Opi-Omi”,
which translates as

“Go, grandpa and

granny”

down dozens of others who
were following behind him.

The pileup delayed the stage
for five minutes while bikes
and bodies were untangled.

Amid the chaos, the wom-
an was seen reeling away in
horror before disappearing
into the roadside crowd, her
sign folded away beneath her
arm.

Dortmund agree Sancho transfer
to Man Utd for 85 mn euros

AFP | London

undesliga side Borussia

Dortmund confirmed yes-
terday that they have agreed a
deal to allow England winger
Jadon Sancho to join Manches-
ter United for a fee of 85 mil-
lion euros ($100 million, £73
million).

In a statement, Dortmund
said they had reached an agree-
ment for the English club to pay
a “fixed transfer fee of 85 mil-
lion euros” for the 21-year-old.

“The contractual details now
have to be coordinated and
completed,” Dortmund said in
their statement.

“Moreover, the formal pro-
cessing of the transfer is still
subject to the successful com-
pletion of all necessary medical
tests and examinations.”

Dortmund did not give de-
tails on the length of the con-
tract, but reports have said it
would last five years.

Sancho will become the sec-
ond most expensive English
footballer when he joins Unit-
ed, who signed Harry Maguire
two years ago from Leicester
for £80 million.

United have been keen to
bring Sancho to Old Trafford
since last year.

After failing to meet Dort-
mund’s £100 million asking
price last year, the Premier
League club have been in pro-
tracted negotiations since the

Jadon Sancho of England in action during an England training session

goals were scored by
Sancho in 137 appearances
in all competitions for
Dortmund

end of the season in a bid to tie
up the transfer.

United’s initial £67 million
offer was rejected but they im-
proved the bid sufficiently to
convince Dortmund to sell, al-
beit at a lower price than they
wanted 12 months ago due to
the financial fall-out from the
coronavirus pandemic.

Sancho’s contract with Dort-
mund had been due to run to
June 30, 2023 and his transfer
is one of the most expensive in
Bundesliga history.

The 100-million-euro mark
had been smashed by the 2017
transfer of French forward Ous-
mane Dembele from Dortmund
to Barcelona for 105 million
euros.

Attacking midfielder Kai
Havertz was transferred last
summer for 80 million euros
from Bayer Leverkusen to Chel-
sea.

It will be a return to Man-
chester for the 21-year-old,
who was a graduate of Man-
chester City’s academy before
joining Dortmund in search
of regular first-team action in
2017.

New Messi deal delayed by La Liga
financial controls, says president

AFP | London

arcelona’s attempts to offer

Lionel Messi a new con-
tract are being held up because
of La Liga’s financial control
measures, the club’s president,
Joan Laporta, said yesterday
after the Argentine became a

free agent.

Messi, who joined Barca aged
13 in September 2000, has no
current contractual link with
the Catalans after his deal ex-
pired on June 30 and while
Laporta said the club’s all-time
top scorer wishes to stay, he
added their attempts to tie him
to a new deal had to fit with the

league’s requirements.

JOAN LAPORTA

hl:_

- e

(N

Barcelona’s Lionel Messi reacts during a match (file photo)

“It’s going well, he wants to
stay and we’re making all the ef-
forts to ensure he does. But we
have to balance it with financial
fair play,” Laporta told Spanish
radio station Onda Cero yes-
terday.

“There are many options and
we’re contemplating which is
the best for both parties. But we
want him to stay and so does he,
we want to give him the most
competitive team possible.”

La Liga introduced financial
control measures in 2013 estab-
lishing a maximum amount of
money each club can spend on
its playing squad and coaching
staff each season, conditioned
by their income.

Barca have the highest rev-
enues in world soccer accord-
ing to this year’s Deloitte Mon-

ey League, although income
dropped by 125 million euros
last year due to the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic.

At the start of the 2019-20
season Barca were allocated a
maximum budget of 1.47 bil-
lion euros by La Liga which
shrank to 733 million for the
last campaign and is expected
to fall even further after a whole
season without ticket sales and
a depressed transfer market.

Messi had the most lucrative
contract in world sport, accord-
ing to a January report in El
Mundo, and if Barca are to get
anew deal for him over the line
they will have to further reduce
their wage bill, which Laporta
said last month contained many
players on salaries “out of sync
with the current market”.
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Djokovic and
Federer named
in Olympic
tournament

Novak Djokovic and Roger Federer

Reuters | Tokyo

World number one No-
vak Djokovic and 20-
time Grand Slam champion
Roger Federer were both
named on the list of players
for the Tokyo Olympics yes-
terday -- a boost for a tour-
nament hit by high-profile
withdrawals.

Women’s world number
one Ashleigh Barty and Ja-
pan’s Naomi Osaka head the
field in the women’s singles.

A first-time gold-medal
winner is assured in the
women’s singles with Puer-
to Rico’s defending cham-
pion Monica Puig unable to
compete because of injury.

Two-time champion
Andy Murray, whose rank-
ing has slipped to 118 as he
battles to come back from
hip surgery, will be aiming
to win gold for the third
Olympics in succession.

Djokovic, who is bidding
at Wimbledon to match
Federer and Rafael Nadal’s
record Grand Slam haul,
won a singles bronze med-
al at the 2008 Olympics in
Beijing when Federer won
doubles gold.

Hamilton heads to Austrian GP facing
uphill battle to revive F1 title defence

Lewis Hamilton will not let ‘negative bubble’ derail his F1 title hopes

World champion
refusing to let car
worries ruin his focus

@ Verstappen leads
standings by 18 points
in dominant Red Bull

AFP | Vienna

ewis Hamilton faces an

I uphill battle to keep his

title defence alive and to

slow Max Verstappen’s momen-

tum this weekend when the For-

mula One circus reassembles at

the Red Bull Ring for Sunday’s
Austrian Grand Prix.

Just five days after the Styrian
event in which the Dutchman
drove to a commanding lights-
to-flag triumph at the same sce-
nic circuit -- finishing more than
35 seconds clear of Mercedes’
seven-time champion -- Ver-
stappen is hoping for a repeat.

Another win would be Ver-
stappen’s fifth of the season
and extend his 18-point lead on
the 36-year-old Briton, who has
gone four outings without a vic-
tory and called on his team to
rekindle the form that earned
them the last seven constructors
championship titles.

“I don’t accept anything,” said
Hamilton in response to sugges-
tions that Mercedes’ decision
to develop next year’s car at the
expense of the current one will

Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes reacts after the Styrian Grand Prix (file photo)

condemn him to a performance
deficit for the rest of this season.

“I think we’ve still got many
races ahead of us and we’ve got
to keep pushing. We’re world
champions... and we can defi-
nitely improve if we put our
minds to it.

“If we’re not going to devel-
op and improve our car for the
rest of the year, this is the result
you’re going to see, because, as I
said, they’ve really eked out per-
formance in the last few races.

“I’m not going to question the
team’s logic and how they go
through their process, (but) give
us an upgrade. We would love
an upgrade, but I don’t think it’s
in the pipeline at the moment.”

Mercedes team chief Toto
Wolff made clear no major up-
grades were planned this year

following last Sunday’s race in
which Hamilton and teammate
Valtteri Bottas finished second
and third behind Verstappen.

But technical boss James Al-
lison revealed on the F1 Nation
podcast that the team would be
upgrading their W12 car.

“What Toto points out is that
next year’s rules are a big and
hairy affair and demand a huge
amount of attention,” said Al-
lison.

“So, most of the focus of our
factory has switched over, but
that doesn’t mean that there
aren’t things still in the food
chain from prior to that focus
switch.”

He added that Mercedes
“have a reasonable number of
things that are going to make our
car faster in the coming races”.

BETTER

YOU

KNOW

Mercedes’s focus
has already shifted
to developing the
2022 model which
is being built to new
regulations and under
the constraints of the
budget cap

‘Never good enough’

Verstappen, mindful that
Mercedes are expected to fight
back, has encouraged Red Bull
to keep developing their car as
much as possible.

“Yes, we do have a very good
package, but I want to see it
every weekend because each
track is different,” he said. “It’s
still about finding the perfect
set-up because it can be quite
sensitive in some areas to make
it work -- and it’s never good
enough.

“I always want to improve
every week because even after a
weekend like we had, of course,
when it looks amazing and we
won with a big margin, it’s never
good enough.”

As the season unfolds, both
teams’ number two drivers are

LEWIS HAMILTON

likely to play an increasingly
important role and this weekend
will see Red Bull’s Sergio Perez
seeking to mark his 200th race
with a “special” result, while
Bottas bids to consolidate his
recovery after a run of faltering
performances.

Rumours that the Finn is set
to be replaced by Briton George
Russell, currently at Williams,
have swirled around him all sea-
son, but Allison defended him
staunchly.

“He is worthy of his place in
the team -- a top-rank driver,
very keen to show his determi-
nation to succeed,” he said.

Bottas is one of only three
drivers to have won at the Aus-
trian track. He won in 2017 and
2020 while Hamilton, in 2016
and 2020, and Verstappen in
2018, 2019 and 2021 have also
triumphed.

Unless the weather inter-
venes, it is unlikely that another
name will be added the list this
weekend.

Machaev to take on Magomedov in pivotal  Two huge additions made to BRAVE
Bantamweight bout at BRAVE CF 52

TDT | Manama

RAVE Combat Federation
has announced three more

fights for its upcoming trip to

Ttaly, in association with The
Golden Cage. Leading the pack
for BRAVE CF 52: Bad Blood
fight announcements is a tre-
mendous Bantamweight bout
between Gamzat Magomedov
and Mochamed Machaeyv.

Gamzat Magomedov is com-
ing off perhaps the biggest
win of his pro career when he
avenged his teammate Hussein
Ayyad against Matiss Zaharovs
at BRAVE CF 49. An amateur
world champion for IMMAF in
2017, Magomedov is riding a
three-fight win streak coming
into the Machaev fight.

“The Beast” Mochamed
Machaev, meanwhile, is rid-
ing high after being named the
Breakout Fighter of The Year
for BRAVE CF in 2020. He was
the only fighter to compete -
and win - three times last year,
with all bouts coming at Feath-
erweight. Now Machaev will
make his Bantamweight debut
against one of the top fighters
in the division in Magomedov.

Aside from Magomedov vs
Machaev, BRAVE CF 52: Bad
Blood will also feature two huge
Lightweight bouts. Valeriu Mir-
cea will look to bounce back at
155lbs when he takes on promo-
tional newcomer Ayub Gaziev,
while Husein Kadimagomaev
takes on Agshin Babayev.

CF 52 Bad Blood stacked card

LEWEREH T
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GAMZAT MAGOMEDOV:
MOCHAMED MACHAEV

SUN IST AUG | MILAN, ITALY

VALERILU MIRCEA
AYUB GAZIEV
BRAVE CF 52: Bad Blood will
be headlined by a vacant Light
Heavyweight title bout between
Middleweight world champi-
on Mohammad Fakhreddine

(TR PR

KADIHAEHHAE‘J
BABAEV

and top contender Mohamed
Said Maalem. Italy will become
the eighth european country to
host a BRAVE Combat Federa-
tion show, and 23rd overall.

ENRICO EI]RITESE
RUSTAM CHSIEV

TDT | Manama

RAVE Combat Federation’s first show in Italy
has two welcome additions in the Feather-
weight and Middleweight divisions. BRAVE CF
52: Bad Blood takes place August 1st, in Milan,
in association with The Golden Cage and two
more bouts have been announced for the show.
Middleweight sensation Enrico Cortese will
make his much-anticipated return to action at
home as he looks for his third win in as many
outings for BRAVE CF when he meets Rustam
Chsiev, one of the division’s finest grapplers
worldwide.

In Featherweight action, former world cham-
pion Elias Boudegzdame returns to BRAVE Com-
bat Federation after nearly three years away as
he meets Declan Dalton, one of the standouts
145-pound fighters in Ireland.

BRAVE CF 52: Bad Blood will be headlined by
a hotly-contested match-up for the vacant Light
Heavyweight belt between Middleweight world
champion Mohammad Fakhreddine and top
contender Mohamed Said Maalem,

ELIAS BIJI.IDEEIZDAM
DECLAN DALTON

Current BRAVE CF 52 fight card

Light Heavyweight: Mohammad Fakhreddine (MW-C) vs
Mohamed Said Maalem

Middleweight: Enrico Cortese vs Rustam Chsiev

Featherweight: Elias Boudegzdame vs Declan Dalton

Bantamweight: Gamzat Magomedov vs Mochamed Machaev
Lightweight: Husein Kadimagomaev vs Agshin Babaev

Lightweight: Valeriu Mircea vs Ayub Gaziev

Fakhreddine aims to become BRAVE Combat
Federation’s first-ever double-weight world
champion, and Arab MMA’s most accomplished
fighter ever with a win over arch-rival Said
Maalem.

The show will also feature a pair of big Light-
weight bouts as Husein Kadimagomaev and
Ayub Gaziev look for victories against Agshin
Babaev and Valeriu Mircea, respectively, as
well as a Bantamweight battle between IMMAF
world champion Gamzat Magomedov and BRAVE
CF Breakout Fighter of The Year Mochamed
Machaev.
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Bahrain national
team continue daily
preparations under head
coach Aron Kristjansson

@ Estonia scheduled
to arrive today for
warm-up matches, set
to be played at Khalifa
Sports City in Isa Town

TDT | Manama

ahrain’s senior men’s na-
B tional handball team are
all set to take on their
counterparts from Estonia in
three friendly matches over the
coming week, to be held in the
Kingdom.
The tune-ups are part of their
preparations for the Tokyo
Olympic Games kicking off later

SPOITS
Bahrain set for Estonia friendlies

Kingdom’s senior men’s national handball team to face off with European counterparts in three tune-up games as part of
preparations for Tokyo Olympics kicking off later this month

Bahrain’s players during a scrimmage in training

this month, where the nation-
als will be making an historic
first-ever appearance in a team
sport at any Olympiad.

The Estonians are scheduled
to arrive in Bahrain today. The
first friendly will be played to-

morrow at the Khalifa Sports
City arena in Isa Town. The two
teams will then also face off once
again on Monday and Wednes-
day at the same venue.

The Bahrainis have been con-
ducting daily training at the Bah-
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Bahrain booked their
berth at the Tokyo
Olympic Games after
winning the Men’s
Asian Qualification
Tournament held in
Doha in October of
2019, defeating South
Korea in the final

rain Handball Association arena
in Um Al Hassam.

Head coach Aron Kristjans-
son has been supervising their
training programme ever since
his arrival last week.

A roster of 24 players have

been taking part, including
Hussain Al Sayyad, Mohammed
Mirza, Mohammed Abdulhus-
sain, Hassan Shehab, Hassan Al
Samaheeji, Ali Mirza, Jassim Al
Salatna, Ahmed Almagqabi, Ali
Eid, Mahdi Saad, Mohammed
Habib, Mohammed Abdulredha,
Ali Abdulgader, Ajmed Jalal, Be-
lal Basham, Kumail Mahfoodh,
Hasan Madan, Qassim Al Shu-
waikh, Hussain Mahfoodh,
Mohammed Nasser, Qassim
Qambar, Hassan Mirza, Hish-
am Ahmed Isa and Muntadher
Ebrahim.

Aside from their warm-up
games against Estonia, the na-
tionals are also set to face off
with Argentina upon their arriv-
al in Tokyo. They are hoping to
play further friendlies, with the
other possible opponents being
Brazil, Germany and Norway.

For the men’s handball tour-
nament at the Olympics, Bahrain
will be playing in Group B of

the preliminary stage. They will
be up against Egypt, Portugal,
hosts Japan, world champion-
ship silver-medallists Sweden,
and reigning world and Olympic
champions Denmark.

Group A consists of Norway,
France, Germany, Brazil, Spain
and Argentina.

Action kicks off on July 24 and
will continue until August 8.

The Bahrainis open their
tournament campaign against
Sweden on day one. They then
take on Portugal on July 26, and
then face Denmark two days
later. Bahrain then square off
with fellow-Asian side Japan on
July 30, before completing the
preliminaries against Egypt on
August 1.

The Bahrainis booked their
berth at the Tokyo Games after
winning the Men’s Asian Qualifi-
cation Tournament held in Doha
in October of 2019, defeating
South Korea in the final.

No sign of Ronaldo leaving
Juventus, says football director

Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo reacts during a match

AFP | Milan

here are no signs Cristiano

Ronaldo will leave Juven-
tus, the club’s football direc-
tor said yesterday, dismissing
speculation that the prolific
goalscorer could move to an-
other club.

“We are very happy that
Ronaldo will rejoin the team
once the rest period after the
European Championship is
over,” Federico Cherubini said.

Ronaldo, current top scor-
er at Euro 2020 after his five
goals for Portugal, has scored
101 for Juventus in three sea-
sons.

“There has been no sign
from Ronaldo about a possi-
ble move ... and no sign from
Juve,” Cherubini said.

Ronaldo remains “pivotal”
for Juventus, Cherubini added
at a news conference, saying,
however, that he did not have
a crystal ball to predict the fu-
ture.

“But let me reaffirm I’ll be
happy if he stays.”

Cherubini said Juventus
were already “competitive”
and would not be very active
on this summer’s transfer win-
dow.

FEDERICO CHERUBINI

“But we’ll stay vigilant to
pick opportunities in line with
the technical and financial pa-
rameters of our plan,” he said.

Juventus Chairman Andrea
Agnelli added he was “abso-
lutely certain” the club will
participate in the 2021-2022
Champions League despite
fallout from the club’s back-
ing of a controversial Super
League in Europe.

On Wednesday the Serie A
club said it planned to raise
up to 400 million euros ($475
million) in a new share issue to
offset the hit to finances from
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Juventus also said on
Wednesday it had appointed
former Ferrari racing team
principal Maurizio Arrivabene
as its chief executive officer for
football as part of a broader
revamp of its sporting manage-
ment structure.

Rivals Ahli, Manama to meet in basketball Super Cup

Bahrain Basketball
Association announces
2021/2022 season

calendar of competitions g

® Zain Bahrain
Basketball League set
to tip off in September
and continue until
April next year

TDT | Manama

he 2021/2022 national bas-
ketball season will tip off in
September with the Super Cup
between Al Ahli and Manama.
The single-game affair will
take place on September 9, and it
pits Ahli, who are the defending
back-to-back league champions,
against Manama, the Khalifa bin
Salman Cup runners-up.
The Super Cup is the tradi-
tional start to a new campaign.

Al Ahli players celebrate with the Super Cup from last season’s game (file photo)

This year’s game will be a re-
match of last year’s clash, which
was won by Ahli 82-80 follow-
ing a Mohammed Qurban buzz-
er-beater.

The season calendar was re-
leased yesterday by the Bahrain
Basketball Association (BBA).

The Zain Bahrain Basketball
League will get underway a few

days later on September 14 and
will continue until December 15
to complete a single round-rob-
in. Following this, the top six
teams qualify for the ensuing
stage, which will be held next
year from January 22 to March
8.

The final four is then sched-
uled for March 13 to 22, after

which the best-of-three finals
will take place from March 26
to April 2.

The bottom six clubs will be
in the Silver League, in which
games will be held from January
23 to March 9.

Meanwhile, the first phase of
the BBA Cup will take place be-
tween October 27 and Novem-

L ber 17, to be followed by phase

two from February 4 to 24.

The Khalifa bin Salman Cup
knockout tournament will tip
off on January 14 and conclude
with the final, scheduled for
April 18.

The local season will also fea-
ture three breaks to allow for
Bahrain’s national team players
to focus on their representa-
tion of Bahrain in international
play. These include Bahrain’s
preparations for the two stag-
es of qualifying for the FIBA
World Cup, as well as the Gulf
Games which are scheduled to
be held in December later this
year.

Cavendish closing on Merckx record after new Tour de France win
. .

AFP | Paris

he Mark Cavendish come-

back gathered pace yester-
day as he won his second stage
in three days with a triumph on
a day for pure sprinters along
a 1.7km home straight at Cha-
teauroux.

After a barren five-year spell
on the Tour, the win on stage
six took Cavendish’s tally on
the world’s greatest bike race
to 32, just two short of Belgian
great Eddy Merckx’s all-time
record of 34.

“Please don’t ask me that
question,” Cavendish said at
the line when asked about the
record.

On a pancake flat sixth stage
run over a scenic 160km run
through the Loire Valley, Dutch
rookie Mathieu van der Poel
kept hold of the yellow jersey on
arace that, for this first time on

this edition, passed off without
any major incident.

The stage finished in the actor
Gerard Depardieu’s hometown,
a town Cavendish knows well
after two previous stage victo-
ries in 2008 and 2011 on a finale
that suits out-and-out sprint-
ing and yesterday he once again

Mark Cavendish celebrates as he crosses the line

produced a deadly last-second
pounce for the line.

Two days ago Cavendish
shook his head in disbelief
after winning stage four, but
he was all grace and smiles
after launching his 70km/h
(43.5mph) finish after a sign
from world champion teammate

The Manx Missile
claimed his 32nd
sprint win and is now
just two short of Eddy
Merckx’s all-time re-

cord of stage wins

Julian Alaphilippe.

The Isle of Man rider also
kept the green jersey although
he came outside the top three
in the intermediate sprint won
by Italian Sonny Colbrelli, who
wagged his finger at Cavendish
after what he felt was running
across his line.
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