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Talks Halt Violence
US President Donald
Trump says he held
calls with Israeli Prime
Minister and Hezbollah
leadership, claiming
agreement to halt troop
deployment to Beirut and
stop all shooting. What’s
next in Middle East
escalation?| P8

Kuwait resumes international flights after airport upgrade works

THE

DAILY

Title glory at stake as giants clash in Khalifa Sports City

BUSINESS e Faster internet services planned for Bahrain Post branches and maritime office

hity Over Outside Threats

Cabinet meeting highlights resilience and national solidarity

TDT | Manama

is Majesty King Ham-
H ad bin Isa Al Khalifa
chaired the week-

ly Cabinet meeting held at Al
Sakhir Palace, in the presence
of His Royal Highness Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa,
the Crown Prince and Prime
Minister.

His Majesty the King de-
livered an address expressing
deep gratitude and appreciation
to all those who have demon-
strated, in word and deed, their
patriotism and support for the
Kingdom of Bahrain, including
their responsible backing of the
recent measures taken to safe-
guard the kingdom’s unity and
stability against any threat to
national unity and the process
of achieving further develop-
ment and prosperity. His Maj-

esty thanked members of state
institutions, community figures,
writers, authors and poets for
their valued support.

His Majesty praised the sin-
cere expression of unity and
loyalty shown by Bahraini cit-
izens and families, describing
them as a powerful reflection of
national cohesion. His Majesty
said it was an honour to reaffirm
the Kingdom’s commitment
to its people and renew the

pledge to defend the homeland
and preserve the values that
unite the nation. His Majesty
expressed appreciation, respect
and gratitude for the steadfast
positions demonstrated by
the people of Bahrain, noting
that their support strengthens
confidence in the future and
reinforces the nation’s deter-
mination to move forward with
optimism and purpose.
Addressing the Iranian ag-

gression, His Majesty the King
said it has sought to harm the
efforts of development in the re-
gion, disregarding international
conventions and laws, and the
principles of good neighbourli-
ness. His Majesty said that Bah-
rain’s resilience and restraint
during an unprecedented war of
defence reflected a longstand-
ing national commitment to
consolidating regional stability
and supporting international
peace, security and prosperity.

Royal Gratitude
Document

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khal-
ifa signed a document of
thanks and loyalty in the
presence of His Royal
Highness Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa and
senior members of the
Royal Family. The doc-
ument expressed pride
in the people of Bahrain,
highlighting their unity,
patriotism, and endur-
ing commitment to the
Kingdom.

Strategic
Partnership Talks
Advance

The Minister of Finance and
National Economy, H.E. Shaikh
Salman bin Khalifa Al Khalifa,
met with France’s Minister of
Europe and Foreign Affairs,
Jean-Noél Barrot, on the side-
lines of the “Choose France”
investment conference in Paris
on June 2.

The minister highlighted
the steady progress in Bah-
rain-France relations across
all sectors, underpinned by a
distinguished partnership that
enjoys the personal support
of His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa and French
President Emmanuel Macron.

Prices are effective
from today

+ Jayyid (91): BD 0.233 per litre

+  Mumtaz (95): BD 0.269 per litre

* Super (98): BD 0.362 per litre

+ Diesel: BD 0.229 per litre

+ Continued diesel subsidy for
Bahraini fishermen, supporting
the fishing sector and national
economy

220 fils (includes VAT)

6"084010"110021

Bahrain Expands Investment
Cooperation with France

ahrain’s
Minister
of Finance
and Nation-
al Economy, H.E. Shai-
kh Salman bin Khalifa
Al Khalifa, Bahrain’s
Minister of Finance
and National Econo-
my, participated in the
“Choose France” in-
vestment summit held
at the Palace of Ver-
sailles in Paris, high-
lighting the Kingdom’s
efforts to expand in-
ternational investment part-
nerships and attract strategic
economic opportunities.

The summit, inaugurated
by French President Emma-
nuel Macron, brought together
global leaders, senior officials
and major investors to discuss
investment opportunities and
international economic coop-
eration.

During a gala dinner hosted
by President Macron, Shaikh
Salman conveyed the greetings
of His Majesty King Hamad
bin Isa Al Khalifa to the French
President. Macron extended
his wishes for Bahrain’s con-
tinued progress and prosperity.

Shaikh Salman underscored
the strength of Bahrain-France
relations and the growing co-
operation between the two

countries in economic and
investment sectors. He said
Bahrain’s participation in the
summit reflects the King-
dom’s commitment to building
strong global partnerships that
support sustainable economic
growth and national develop-
ment objectives.

He added that the visit builds
onrecent high-level exchanges
between Bahrain and France

and reflects Bahrain’s drive to
deepen bilateral cooperation
and unlock new investment
opportunities of mutual in-
terest.

The Bahraini delegation
included Ambassador Essam
Al Jasim, Aluminium Bahrain
(Alba) Chairman Khalid Al Ru-
maihi, and Mumtalakat Chief
Executive Officer Shaikh Ab-
dullah bin Khalifa Al Khalifa.

ALBA’s €2.2 Billion European Power Move

luminium Bahrain

(Alba), the world’s

largest single-site

aluminium smelt-
er, has agreed to acquire Al-
uminium Dunkerque—the
European Union’s biggest alu-
minium smelter—in a deal val-
ued at $2.2 billion. The agree-
ment was announced on June
2 at the prestigious “Choose
France” investment summit
in Paris.

The Memorandum of Un-
derstanding was signed in the
presence of Bahrain’s Minister
of Finance and National Econ-
omy, H.E Shaikh Salman bin

Khalifa Al Khalifa, and French
Minister of Foreign Trade
Nicolas Forissier. The MOU was
formally executed by Alba’s
Chairman Khalid Amro Al-Ru-
maihi, alongside partners from
American Industrial Partners
and French public investment
bank BPI France.

Alba will acquire 100% of
Aluminium Dunkerque, fully
financed through a consortium
of partner banks. BPI France
will also inject €100 million
in equity, securing a 6% stake
and a board seat — pending
regulatory approvals.

TRAIL to Open
Manama Office as
Mumtalakat Deal
Unlocks

ahrain’s sovereign wealth

fund, Mumtalakat, has an-
nounced a strategic partnership
with French investment firm
TRAIL, investing in the SLAM
Fund — the world’s first private
equity fund dedicated exclu-
sively to Sports, Luxury, Arts,
and Music.

The agreement was signed
in Paris, on the sidelines of the
prestigious “Choose France” in-
vestment summit.

The signing was witnessed by
H.E. Shaikh Salman bin Khalifa
Al Khalifa, Bahrain’s Minister of
Finance and National Economy
and Chairman of Mumtalakat,
alongside H.E. Nicolas Foresier,
France’s Minister Delegate for
Foreign Trade and Economic
Attractiveness.

The partnership combines
TRAIL’s deep sector expertise
with Mumtalakat’s regional
reach and long-term invest-
ment strategy. It aims to expand
SLAM’s portfolio across Bahrain
and the wider Gcc, through di-
rect investments and supporting
regional growth of fund com-
panies.

As part of the deal, TRAIL will
open a Manama office — its GCC
hub for capital raising and busi-
ness development.
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Bahrain, Cyprus Discuss Trade Ties

TDT | Manama

is Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Ham-

H ad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime
Minister, met the Ambassador of the Re-

public of Cyprus to Bahrain, Dr Andreas Eliades, at

Riffa Palace.

During the meeting, HRH the Crown Prince stressed
the importance of further strengthening bilateral co-
operation, particularly in economic and trade sectors,
to create new opportunities that support mutual goals

and aspirations.

The two sides also discussed regional and interna-
tional developments and issues of common concern.

The Cypriot Ambassador expressed his appreciation
for the meeting and for Bahrain’s efforts to enhance
coordination and cooperation between the two coun-
tries. He also wished the Kingdom continued progress

European investment
promotion tour

TDT | Manama

delegation from Bah-
rain’s Economic Devel-
pment Board has begun

a five-day strategic visit to Spain
and Switzerland as part of ef-
forts to promote the kingdom
as a leading destination for in-
ternational investment.

The delegation is led by Noor
bint Ali Alkhulaif, Minister of
Sustainable Development and
Chief Executive of the Econom-
ic Development Board. The tour
includes stops in Barcelona, Zu-
rich, and Geneva, where offi-

ecutives and strategic partners
across key global industries.
The visit forms part of a wid-
er, ongoing strategy to highlight
Bahrain’s flexible investment
environment and strengthen its
presence in major international

~

( Parliament voices strong backing for royal address

ahraini MPs voiced

B support for His Maj-

esty King Hamad

bin Isa Al Khalifa’s address

during Monday’s Cabinet

meeting, praising its focus

on national unity, security
and regional stability.

MPs said the speech re-
flected Bahrain’s commit-
ment to peace, restraint and
protecting the home front
amid regional tensions.

MP Maryam Al Saigh said
the King’s remarks high-
lighted the strong bond be-
tween the leadership and
the people, while praising
citizens for their unity and

- MARYAM AL SAIGH, MP

- DR MARYAM AL DHAEN, MP

- MOHSEN AL ASBOOL, MP

- ZAINAB ABDULAMEER, MP

measures.

Dr Maryam Al Dhaen de-
scribed the royal address as a
message of loyalty and reas-
surance, saying it reinforced
trust between the leader-
ship and the public while
stressing the importance of
peace, dialogue and national
cohesion.

MP Mohsen Al Asbool
said the speech outlined a
clear path for safeguard-
ing Bahrain’s stability and
protecting the country’s
achievements, adding that
Parliament fully supported
the steps taken to preserve
national security and region-

al peace.
J

Bahrain Puts Its Land Management
Model on the World Stage

Kingdom shares urban growth expertise at major international forum in Russia

TDT | Manama

ahrain’s Survey and

Land Registration

Bureau took its land

management ex-
pertise to Moscow this week,
participating in the Global Land
Forum (MASTOR) at the invita-
tion of the Republic of Mordo-
via. The forum brought together
government officials, experts,
and international organisations
focused on land administration,
investment, and geospatial tech-
nologies.

During the session “Territory
of Growth: Integrating Construc-
tion, Investment and Interna-
tional Practices”, the Bureau
presented how Bahrain uses
land administration as a tool for
sustainable development and
investment.

Abdulrahman Ali Showait-
er, Director of the Cadastral
Survey Directorate, delivered
the keynote presentation titled
“Land Administration as Driver

of Growth” — making the case
that smart land governance is
not just a technical matter, but
an economic one.

What Bahrain Told the World

Showaiter stressed that sus-
tainable development goes be-
yond buildings and infrastruc-
ture. Accurate, transparent, and
reliable property data is what

makes government services
function and development plan-
ning possible.

He outlined Bahrain’s ap-
proach to managing the pres-
sures of rapid urban growth
— particularly in complex mul-
ti-use and multi-ownership de-
velopments —using advanced
geospatial and property infor-
mation systems. These systems

sharpen decision-making,
streamline land management,
and balance development with
long-term resource sustaina-
bility.

Bahrain’s presence at a forum
of this scale signals its growing
role as aregional reference point
for modern land governance — a
model other nations are now
looking to learn from.

Aali Disability Complex Upgraded

ngineer Shaikh Mishal
Ebin Mohammed Al Khal-
ifa, Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Works, and Ziyad
Adel Darwish, Undersecretary
of the Ministry of Social Devel-
opment, conducted an inspec-
tion visit to the Comprehensive
Disability Complex maintenance
project in the A’ali area.
During the visit, the Undersec-
retary of the Ministry of Works
affirmed that the Comprehen-

sive Disability Complex serves
as an integrated centre housing
several specialised facilities ca-
tering to different disabilities.

He stated that the mainte-
nance project reached 100 per-
cent completion. The works in-
cluded a comprehensive package
of civil, structural, electrical and
mechanical upgrades carried
out according to the highest ap-
proved technical standards and
specifications.

Roadmap for Stability

TDT | Manama

he chairman of Bah-

rain’s Shura Council
described a speech by His
Majesty King Hamad bin
Isa Al Khalifa as a compre-
hensive national roadmap
aimed at strengthening
unity, safeguarding sover-
eignty and sustaining the
kingdom’s development.

He said the speech car-
ried “deep national messag-
es” that reinforced values
of loyalty and belonging
while highlighting the role
of Bahraini citizens as key
partners in the country’s
development journey.

Al Saleh praised the pa-
triotic positions shown by
Bahraini citizens, institu-
tions and community fig-
ures during recent regional
developments, saying they
demonstrated the strength
of national unity and the

close ties between the lead-
ership and the people.

He added that the King’s
recognition of Bahraini
families and citizens was a
source of pride and reflect-
ed mutual loyalty and soli-
darity, which he described
as one of the kingdom’s
main sources of resilience
in facing challenges.

Loyalty Strengthens Nation

peaker of the Coun-
cil of Representatives,
Ahmed bin Salman Al Mus-
allam, expressed deep pride
and gratitude to His Maj-
esty King Hamad bin Isa
Al Khalifa for signing the
“Document of Gratitude
and Loyalty” and delivering
the Royal Address during
today’s Cabinet meeting.
Al Musallam described
the speech as a comprehen-
sive national charter outlin-
ing the features of the next
phase for the Kingdom of
Bahrain. He said the address
reaffirmed Bahrain’s steady
path of unity between the

leadership of His Majesty
the King and the people,
built on a long-standing leg-
acy of cohesion and nation-
al belonging.
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.  Exclusive |
Hope After Medical Breakthrough

Bahrain’s first CRISPR bone marrow transplant patient shares recovery journey

TDT | Manama
Ghadeer Alkumaish

mjad Kazem Ahmed, the
Afirst Bahraini to undergo

bone marrow transplan-
tation using CRISPR gene-editing
technology for sickle cell dis-
ease, is now navigating a new
phase of life—one that lies be-
tween illness and full recovery,
shaped by gradual progress,
physical limitations, and re-
newed hope.

While much attention has
been given to the medical
milestone itself, Amjad’s story
extends beyond treatment. It
highlights the often-overlooked
phase of transition, where re-
covery is not immediate, and re-
building life takes time, patience,
and resilience.

Speaking to The Daily Trib-
une, Amjad described his expe-
rience as physically and emo-
tionally demanding, “The illness
was extremely exhausting, and
it had no specific timing... even
the treatment period was dif-
ficult, but hope and positivity
were stronger than the fatigue,”
he said.

Living with sickle cell disease
since childhood, a hereditary
condition, meant that daily life
was shaped by limitations. Sim-
ple activities such as swimming,
running, or playing football were
often out of reach due to the risk
of triggering complications. “I
was deprived of many things,

His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, met with Amjad Kazem Ahmed.

Q

“This accomplishmen
belongs to Bahrain

before it belongs to me

personally.”
- AMJAD KAZEM AHMED

because pushing myself could
make me sick,” he added.

Now, Amjad finds himself in
what he calls a transitional stage.
“It’s a transition from illness to
recovery,” he said, noting that
while his condition has im-
proved, his body is still regaining
strength.

This phase is marked by a
strong sense of enthusiasm
to reclaim what was once
lost, but also by moments
of realization. “Sometimes I
get excited to do things, but
then I'm surprised that my
energy doesn’t allow it,” he
explained.

Determined to move

forward, Amjad has begun

t focusing on rebuilding his
physical strength.

“Right now, I'm training
and strengthening my body
so I can do the things that
sickle cell once prevented
me from doing.”

The illness’s impact extend-
ed beyond physical health, af-
fecting his academic journey as
well. “Even in my studies, I've
become more ambitious... the
illness affected me and delayed
me significantly,” he said.

Throughout his treatment
journey, Amjad expressed deep

Robotic surgery success strengthens
Bahrain’s medical standing

TDT | Manama

oyal Medical Services
has strengthened its
position as a regional

and international leader in ad-
vanced healthcare, highlighting
major achievements in organ
transplantation, robotic sur-
gery, and cardiac care.

The Commander of the Roy-
al Medical Services, Brigadier
General Doctor Shaikh Fahad
bin Khalifa, said hospitals and
medical centres under the or-
ganisation continue to deliver
“qualitative medical achieve-
ments” that reflect the grow-
ing sophistication of Bahrain’s
military health system.

He said the system has re-
inforced its status as a leading
regional hub for specialised
healthcare, operating in line
with the highest international
medical standards.

According to the statement,
the military hospital has re-
corded significant progress in
robotic surgery, carrying out
around 200 advanced proce-
dures across several specialties.
These included orthopaedic
operations, urology procedures,
and tumour removals using cut-
ting-edge robotic technologies.

Officials said the use of robot-
ic systems has improved surgi-
cal precision, increased success

“We are proud that the
Shaikh Mohammed bin

Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa

Spe

cialist Heart Centre has

surpassed 100,000 successful

cardiac catheterisation
procedures since its
establishment.”

- BRIGADIER GENERAL DOCTOR SHAIKH FAHAD BIN KHALIFA

rates, reduced complications,
and shortened patient recovery
times.

In another major develop-
ment, King Hamad Universi-
ty Hospital has continued to
expand its specialised servic-
es and organ transplant pro-
gramme. Around 100 trans-

plant operations have been
performed, including kidney
and liver transplants.

The Royal Medical Servic-
es said this reflects strong na-
tional medical expertise and
the growing capability of Bah-
rain-based specialists in com-
plex surgical fields.

appreciation for the medical
team, emphasizing their con-
tinuous care and dedication. He
noted that their support played
a significant role in helping him
navigate the most challenging
stages.

He also received personal sup-
port from HRH Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, who vis-
ited him before treatment and
continued to follow up on his
condition. After a year, Amjad
met him again under improved
circumstances. “The last meet-
ing was even better than the
first... I visited him when I was
in good health,” he said.

Amjad’s journey is not defined
by a single medical breakthrough,
but by the ongoing process of
rebuilding a life once limited by
illness. As he continues through
this transitional phase, his story
reflects resilience, patience, and
the quiet determination to move
forward step by step.

Bahrain and France
review financial and
industrial partnership

TDT | Manama

ahrain and France

reaffirmed their

economic part-

nership during
high-level talks in the French
capital, focusing on expanding
cooperation across finance,
industry, energy and digital
sectors.

H.E. Shaikh Salman bin
Khalifa Al Khalifa, Bahrain’s
Minister of Finance and Na-
tional Economy and Chairman
of Mumtalakat Holding Com-

pany, met Roland Lescure,
who also oversees industrial,
energy and digital policy port-
folios, during a visit linked to
the “Choose France” summit
hosted by France.

During the meeting, the two
sides reviewed current areas
of financial and economic co-
operation and discussed ways
to further strengthen them.
They also exchanged views
on regional and international
economic developments, along
with other issues of mutual
interest.

“Riaya” initiative supports 32
vulnerable cases in early 2026

Multi-agency approach strengthens welfare and
rehabilitation efforts

TDT | Manama
Neethu v

he Public Prosecution’s
TSocial Care Initiative,
known as “Riaya,” re-
ported supporting 32 cases in-
volving women, men, children
and families between January
and April 2026, as part of its
ongoing welfare and protection
programme.

Launched in December 2021,
the initiative aims to ensure
that while courts deal with of-
fenders, victims and vulnera-
ble groups receive coordinated
social, psychological and legal
support.

Fahad Al-Ramihi, Deputy
President and Director of the
initiative, said the latest figures
reflect its expanding reach and
growing impact across different
segments of society. He noted
that the programme assisted
409 cases in 2025 alone, under-
lining its broader community
footprint.

“Riaya” focuses on protecting
children, women and families
through an integrated approach
that addresses social, economic
and psychological factors linked
to crime. Support services in-
clude legal aid, healthcare, ed-
ucation assistance, financial
support, and rehabilitation pro-
grammes.

Among the highlighted cases,
the initiative supported a child
who had suffered abuse by a
relative, providing a tailored re-
covery plan in coordination with
the Ministry of Education and
the Ministry of Health, along-
side continuous psychological

“The figures reflect
its expanding reach
and growing impact
across vulnerable
groups”

- FAHAD AL-RAMIHI, DEPUTY PRESIDENT
AND DIRECTOR OF THE INITIATIVE

care.

In another case, a 14-year-old
girlliving in unstable conditions
and forced into begging received
a structured intervention in-
volving financial support, legal
protection, and improved edu-
cational access through relevant
government bodies.

The programme also assisted

a woman and her children who
had faced abuse and threats of
eviction, securing temporary
housing and legal representa-
tion while improving their safe-
ty and stability.

In a separate case, a family
dealing with financial hardship
alongside a child’s cancer di-
agnosis received coordinated
medical, legal and financial sup-
port to stabilise their situation.

Other cases included a young
man suffering severe psycholog-
ical trauma following a family
tragedy and fire incident, who
later received rehabilitation,
financial assistance and safe
housing arrangements for his
family.

Another individual, left
homeless due to inheritance
disputes, received temporary
housing, financial aid, health-
care follow-up and employment
assistance.

The initiative said these cases
reflect its holistic model, com-
bining legal, social, psycholog-
ical and financial interventions
to protect vulnerable individu-
als and support long-term re-
covery and reintegration into
society.
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Diving for Destiny

One pearl could change a family’s future. One dive could cost a life

TDT | Manama
Neethu Vv

ong before oil trans-
Lformed Bahrain’s
economy in 1932, the
kingdom’s fortunes were tied to
the sea. Pearl diving served as
the main source of income for
generations of Bahrainis, as the
country’s natural pearls earned
areputation among the finest in
the world.

This rich maritime legacy was
brought to life during a recent
guided tour at the Bahrain Na-
tional Museum as part of In-
ternational Museum Day cele-
brations.

Guide Yusuf Alsaeed de-
scribed the remarkable skill
required of traditional pearl
divers, who would descend as
deep as 12 metres on a single
breath in search of oyster beds.
More experienced divers could
go even deeper, while others
used weighted stones tied to
ropes to help them sink quick-
ly to the seabed before begin-
ning the painstaking search for
pearls.

“It is a very hard profession,”
he explained, noting that a single
necklace could take decades or
even generations to complete
as families searched for pearls
with the perfect shape, size and
colour.

For centuries, Bahrain’s natu-
ral pearls were among the most

sought-after treasures
in the world. Their ex-
ceptional quality was
attributed to a unique
environmental phe-
nomenon found in
Bahraini waters, where
freshwater springs
emerge beneath the sea
and mix with saltwater.
Divers referred to these
underwater freshwater
sources as “Chocheb,”
believing they contrib-
uted to the formation of
the finest pearls.

Among the most
prized finds was the
perfectly round white
pearl known as “Dana”
- arare gemregarded as
the pinnacle of natural
pearl quality. Finding
one could transform a
family’s fortunes overnight.

Pearling was once the back-
bone of Bahrain’s economy.
Historical accounts show that
around 2,500 pearling vessels
would head out during diving
seasons each year. Every boat
carried a full crew, including
divers, rope pullers, assistants
and even singers whose tradi-
tional songs helped sustain mo-
rale during months spent away
from home.

Yet the rewards came with
enormous risks.

The Gulf waters presented

tudents of New Millen-

S nium School Bahrain

donated BD500 to the

Migrant Workers Protection

Society (MWPS) as part of a

charity initiative aimed at sup-
porting community welfare.

The funds were raised
through a Charity Book Sale
organised by the school’s Stu-
dent Council, with participa-
tion from students, parents
and staff members.

The amount was handed
over to MWPS representatives
during a ceremony held at the
school campus. The organisa-

The programme introduced

- A
NMS Bahrain Donates BD500 to
Migrant Workers Protection Society

New Volunteers Join Bahrain Red
Crescent Initiative

The Bahrain Red Crescent Society (BRCS) organised a two-
day orientation event titled “Volunteer with Impact” for newly
joined volunteers as part of efforts to promote humanitarian
and volunteer work in Bahrain.

of humanitarian action, the history of the International Red
Cross and Red Crescent Movement, and the importance of
volunteering in supporting communities.

tion thanked the school com-
munity for its support towards
the welfare of migrant work-
ers in Bahrain.

Principal Dr. Arun Kuumar
Sharma praised the students
for promoting humanitarian
values and social responsibil-
ity through the initiative.

Chairman Dr. Ravi Pillai and
Managing Director Mrs. Gee-
tha Pillai also commended the
students, parents and teachers
for encouraging compassion,
generosity and community
engagement among young
learners.

participants to the principles

J

constant dangers, from power-
ful currents and storms to ma-
rine life. Divers faced encoun-
ters with sharks, swordfish and
other hazards while spending
long hours underwater with
minimal equipment. According
to stories passed down through
generations, fatalities were
common, and some pearling
expeditions never returned.

The guide recounted tales of
large vessels disappearing at
sea, taking hundreds of crew
members with them - tragedies
that became part of Bahrain’s
collective memory.

Inside Bahrain’s remarkable pearling heritage at the Bahrain International Museum

Today, the dangers of the
profession are minimal, but its
legacy remains deeply woven
into Bahrain’s national iden-
tity. Museums, heritage sites
and cultural programmes con-
tinue to preserve the stories of
the men who ventured into the
Gulf’s depths in search of na-
ture’s most valuable treasures.

For visitors, the experience
offers more than a history les-
son. It serves as a reminder of
the resilience, sacrifice and de-
termination that helped shape
modern Bahrain - one pearl at
a time.

Move to Regulate
Animal Pens

Authorities aim

to improve public

health and environmental safety in
residential areas

TDT | Manama
Rehab Mohammad

he Capital Trustees
TBoard welcomed gov-
ernment support for a
proposal aimed at regulating
the spread of animal and poul-
try pens in residential areas to
protect public health and the
environment.

Eng. Eng. Mohammed Taw-
fiq Al Abbas, Chairman of the
Services and Public Utilities
Committee at the Capital
Trustees Board, said the Min-
istry of Municipalities Affairs
and Agriculture backed the
proposal, which the Board
unanimously approved.

He said the ministry’s re-
sponse reflected a shared com-
mitment among authorities
to regulate animal breeding
activities in residential neigh-
bourhoods and strengthen en-
vironmental and health safety
standards.

Al Abbas noted that the re-
sponse from the Undersecre-
tary for Agriculture and Ani-
mal Wealth Affairs, Eng. Asim
Abdulatif Abdullah, supported
efforts to enhance biosecurity
measures and reduce the envi-
ronmental and health impacts
linked to livestock and poultry

breeding in populated areas.

The ministry also confirmed
that the Animal Wealth Affairs
sector operates under Reso-
lution No. 141 of 2024, which
sets licensing and technical
requirements for livestock
production facilities.

Under the regulations, live-
stock facilities must operate
with official licences and com-
ply with approved veterinary,
environmental and health
standards.

The rules also require regu-
lar veterinary inspections and
monitoring to ensure compli-
ance, improve public health
protection and reduce prac-
tices that may negatively affect
the quality of life in residential
communities.

Heatstroke Warning Ahead of Summer Ban

TDT | Manama
Ghadeer Alkumaish

he dangers of work-

ing under direct

sunlight during the

summer months
should not be underestimated,
a Bahraini doctor has warned
ahead of the start of this year’s
midday work ban.

Speaking exclusively to The
Daily Tribune, Dr Iman Cheffi
said the health risks associated
with working under direct sun-
light during the summer months
should not be underestimated,
warning that extreme heat can
quickly escalate into a medical
emergency.

Dr Cheffi warned that pro-
longed exposure to high tem-
peratures can lead to severe
dehydration, heat exhaustion
and potentially life-threatening
heat stroke, particularly among
outdoor workers.

According to Dr Cheffi, work-
ers exposed to excessive heat
are also at risk of developing
skin conditions such as severe
sunburn and heat rash. In ad-
dition, dizziness and reduced
concentration caused by high
temperatures can increase the
likelihood of workplace acci-
dents and injuries.

She further noted that repeat-
ed exposure to extreme heat
may have long-term effects on
health, including chronic strain
on kidney function.

The warning comes as the
Labour Ministry announced the
implementation of its annual
midday work ban from June
15 until August 31. Under the
regulation, outdoor work under
direct sunlight will be prohibit-
ed between 12pm and 4pm.

Explaining the difference
between heat exhaustion and

“Many people
underestimate the
dangers of working

in extreme heat. The
body loses significant
amounts of fluids
and salts through
sweating, which
can quickly lead to
dehydration if these
are not adequately
replaced.”

- DR IMAN CHEFFI

heat stroke, Dr Cheffi said heat
exhaustion is a serious condi-
tion that occurs when the body
struggles to cool itself.

Symptoms include excessive
sweating, headaches, dizziness,
muscle cramps and fatigue,
while body temperature gener-
ally remains below 40°C.

Heat stroke, however, is a
medical emergency that re-
quires immediate treatment.

“When body temperature ex-
ceeds 40 degrees Celsius, the
body’s cooling system can fail
completely,” she explained.
“This can lead to confusion,
delirium, seizures and loss of
consciousness. Without urgent
medical intervention, the con-
dition can become life-threat-
ening”

Dr Cheffi urged workers and
employers to pay close attention
to early warning signs, includ-
ing intense thirst, dry mouth,
headaches, sudden fatigue and
dark-coloured urine.

To reduce the risk of heat-re-
lated illnesses, she advised
workers to drink water regu-
larly throughout the day with-

How to Stay Safein

the Heat
« Drink plenty of water.

« Wear light-coloured
clothing.

» Take breaks in shaded
areas.

+ Avoid direct sun expo-
sure.

« Watch for signs of heat
exhaustion.

* Seek medical help if
symptoms worsen.

out waiting to feel thirsty, take
frequent breaks in shaded and
well-ventilated areas, and wear
light-coloured clothing that
helps reduce heat absorption.
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Bahrain Tourism Sees Surge

ahrain’s tourism

sector continued to

record growth fol-

lowing the launch
of a recent tourism campaign
targeting the GCC, which saw
a resumption in entertainment
programmes and attractions, Her
Excellency Fatima bint Jaafar
Al Sairafi, Minister of Tourism,
said. These activities contributed
to an increase in visitor arrivals
during the Eid Al Adha holiday,
particularly from Gulf countries.

Al Sairafi highlighted Bahrain’s
readiness for the summer season
amid growing interest from local
and GCC visitors. “The Kingdom
offers a diverse range of experi-
ences that cater to different inter-
ests and age groups, supported by
the launch of tourism packages in
collaboration with travel agen-
cies across the region. Recent
indicators reflect the strong mo-
mentum of Bahrain’s tourism
sector, reinforcing the Kingdom’s
position as a preferred destina-
tion for families.”

She added that the resumption
of tourism programmes in part-
nership with the private sector
has helped stimulate tourism ac-
tivity and enhance the visitor ex-
perience. “These achievements

reflect the continued collabora-
tion between the public and pri-
vate sectors, supported by joint
efforts to develop tourism prod-
ucts, enhance service quality, and
attract events and investments

Q

‘Bahrain’s tourism

sector records
significant growth
during Eid Al Adha

as GCC arrivals rise’

FATIMA BINT JAAFAR AL SAIRAFI
MINISTER OF TOURISM

that contribute to the sector’s
growth and competitiveness.”
Al Sairafi underscored the role
of Bahrain’s advanced tourism
infrastructure, ease of access,
and diverse tourism and enter-

Bahrain Court Jails Man 10 Years
in Drug Parcel Case

irst High Criminal
F Court of Appeal sen-
tenced a defendant to
10 years in prison and fined
him BD5,000 in a drug traf-
ficking case linked to a postal
parcel containing marijua-
na shipped from the United
States.
The court also ordered the
third defendant’s permanent
deportation after completion

of his sentence, while up-
holding the acquittal of two
other defendants in the case.
Authorities said the case
began after customs officers
at Bahrain International
Airport intercepted a parcel
containing 560.27 grams of
marijuana concealed inside
layers of clothing.
According to court pro-
ceedings, customs officials

became suspicious of the
shipment after it was scanned
through an X-ray machine,
leading to the discovery of
the hidden narcotics.
Investigators said the first
defendant arrived to collect
the parcel and was arrested
at the scene, while the sec-
ond defendant was detained
outside the collection area.

Poet Convicted for Offensive Snapchat
Posts Targeting Singer

ahrain’s Court of Cas-

B sation upheld a ruling

convicting a poet of

harassing a well-known Bah-

raini singer through a series of
offensive Snapchat posts.

The court confirmed that the
defendant intentionally caused
distress to the singer by pub-
lishing insulting and deroga-
tory remarks on her Snapchat
account during 2024.

The Public Prosecution

charged the defendant with
misusing communication de-
vices to cause annoyance and
emotional harm to the com-
plainant.

A lower court initially ac-
quitted the defendant and dis-
missed the related civil case.
However, the High Criminal
Court of Appeal later over-
turned the ruling and sen-
tenced the defendant to six
months in prison.

The custodial sentence
was replaced with a formal
undertaking preventing the
defendant from approaching,
contacting, or harassing the
complainant in any form.

In its judgment, the Court
of Cassation said the appel-
late court relied on sufficient
evidence proving the singer
was the intended target of the
posts, despite her name not
being directly mentioned.

tainment offerings, reaffirming
the Ministry’s commitment to
working with sector partners
to further strengthen the King-
dom’s position as a leading tour-
ism destination.

She added that Bahrain con-
tinues to host a diverse calendar
of cultural, entertainment, and
sports events, as well as exhi-
bitions and conferences, which
sustain tourism activity year-
round, support the objectives
of Bahrain’s Tourism Strategy
2022-2026, and increase the sec-
tor’s contribution to the national
economy.

Drunk Driver Fined
BD2,000 After Crash
on Zallaq Highway

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Darwish

A driver was fined BD2,000 after
crashing into a pavement, road sign
and tree while driving under the
influence of al-
cohol on Zallaq
Highway.

The court
found the de-
fendant guilty
of drink-driv-
ing, damaging
public proper-
ty and failing
to drive with
due care and
attention.

According to court proceedings,
the driver lost control of his vehi-
cle before colliding with the pave-
ment, an advisory traffic sign and
a tree, causing significant damage.

The vehicle suffered damage to
its front, rear and left side, while
the pavement, road sign and tree
were also damaged in the crash.

The defendant appeared in court
through his lawyer, who requested
leniency.

The Public Prosecution charged
him under Bahrain’s Traffic Law
No. 23 of 2014, as amended.

The court said the charges were
supported by the defendant’s con-
fession, the traffic accident report
and the results of an alcohol test.

Taqi Hussain, lawyer

Shura Committee Reviews Key Laws in Busy Legislative Session

TDT | Manama
Mohammed Darwish

he Shura Council’s

I Legislative and Legal

Affairs Committee

held 38 meetings in the fourth

session of the sixth legisla-

tive term, studying three de-

cree-laws and eight bills and
filing 11 reports.

The committee, chaired by
lawyer Dalal Jassim Al Zayed,
also gave 79 constitutional and
legal opinions to other Shura
Council committees on draft
laws, final accounts and finan-
cial statements.

of the council’s internal regula-

Dalal Al Zayed, Head of Shura
Council’s Legislative and Legal

ing bills, checking them against
the Constitution and helping
the council and its committees
with the wording of draft laws.

Representatives of the con-

Its work falls under Article 21 tions, which tasks it with study- cerned bodies, along with spe-

cialists, attended the meetings
to answer questions and give
their views on the texts before
the committee.

The committee completed
reports on Decree-Law No. 8
of 2024, which ratifies and ap-
proves Bahrain’s accession to
several international treaties
and agreements linked to judi-
cial affairs.

It also reported on De-
cree-Law No. 9 of 2024 on the
Bahrain International Commer-
cial Court, and Decree-Law No.
13 of 2024 amending Article 7
of the Judicial Authority Law
issued by Decree-Law No. 42
of 2002.

Insurance revenue
Insurance service expenses

Amount recovered from reinsurers

Insurance service result

Net financial results

Share of profit from associate
Investment income
Income from investment

General and administrative expenses
Other income

Profit/(loss) before tax for the year
Taxation

Net profit/(loss) for the year

Insurance service result before reinsurance contracts held

Allocation of reinsurance premiums paid

Insurance finance expenses for insurance contracts issued
Reinsurance finance income for reinsurance contracts held

Net financial results from insurance operations

Other comprehensive income/(loss) to

be reclassified subsequently to profit or loss

Change in fair value of financial assets at FVOCI

Share of other comprehensive income from associate
Total other comprehensive income/(loss) for the year
Total comprehensive income/(loss) for the year

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION AS AT DECEMBER 31,2025

Saudi Arabian Insurance Company B.S.C. (c)
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2025

STATEMENT OF PROFIT OR LOSS AND OTHER COMPREHENSIVE INCOME
FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2025

Net income/(expense) from reinsurance contracts held (2,092,712)

Audited Audited
2025 2024

BD BD
28,184,575 23985484
(27,687,167)  (31,021963)
497,408 (7,036,479)
(6,079,196)  (6,840,520)
3986484 10,612,122
3,771,602

(1,595,304)  (3,264,877)
(632552)  (539572)
349,287 203,168
(283,265)  (336,404)
(1,878,569)  (3,601,281)
068,837 1,487,381
2,717,333 242189%
3,386,170 3,909,275
(1712628)  (1,298931)
490,132 411,246
285,105  (579,691)
(9,142) (98,468)
275963  (678,159)
621273 (3089,029)
338,022 570,367
959,295 (2,518,662)
1,235,258  (3,196,821)

31 December 31 December

2025 2024
BD BD
Assets
Property and equipment 220,458 318,754
Right-of-use assets 893,525 1,141,955
Investment properties 4,526,523 4,540,026
Investment in associates 12797531 11,790,672
Financial assets at FVOCI 744,808 119,347
Guarantee deposits 4,811,201 4,801,585
Other receivables and prepayments 1,486,947 1,675,647
Insurance contract assets 332,060 139,872
Reinsurance contract assets 6,146,802 13,026,057
Amounts due from related parties 1333 5512
Cash and bank balances 48072228 47883945
Total assets 80,033,416 85,443,372
Equity and liabilities
Equity
Share capital 20,000,000 20,000,000
Statutory reserve 5,654,637 5,527,041
Fair value reserve 646,700 25427
Share in Fair value reserve of investment in associate 2,300,369 1,962,347
Reinsurance reserve 55,106 38513
Retained earnings 20833728 20,601,954
49,390,540 48,155,282
Liabilities
Employees’ terminal benefits 912,753 872,206
Accounts and other payables 1615430 1,953,903
Amounts due to related parties 266,138 324,628
Zakat and income tax payable 22,466 120,616
Insurance contract liabilities 25425374 30,529,962
Reinsurance contract liabilities 1,485,933 2347783
Lease liabilities 914,782 1,138992
Total liabilities 30,642,876 37,288,090
Total equity and liabilities 80,033,416 85,443,372

This summary of financial information has been extracted from the audited
financial statements on which the auditors M/S Grant Thornton - Abdulaal has
issued an unqualified audit opinion. Interested parties may obtain a copy of
the full annual reports at the office of the company at PO. Box 60139, Building
852, Road 3618, Al Seef District, Manama 436, Kingdom of Bahrain.

Among the bills before the
committee were Parliament’s
decision on the Shura Council’s
decision regarding a draft law
amending Article 2 of Law No.
60 of 2006 on the reorganisa-
tion of the Legislation and Legal
Opinion Commission.

It also studied Parliament’s
decision on the Shura Coun-
cil’s decision over a draft law
amending Article 11 of the Civ-
il Service Law issued by De-
cree-Law No. 48 of 2010.

The committee reviewed a
draft law amending Article 219
of Decree-Law No. 54 of 2002
on Parliament’s internal regu-
lations, as well as another draft

law amending parts of the Civil
Service Law.

Other texts before it included
a draft law amending parts of
the Evidence Law in Civil and
Commercial Matters, issued by
Decree-Law No. 14 0f 1996.

Two further bills dealt with
Article 40 of the Civil and Im-
plementation of Commercial
Law issued by Decree-Law No.
22 of 2021.

The committee also studied
the draft Legal Profession Law,
attached to Decree No. 16 of
2025, and a draft law amending
parts of Decree-Law No. 54 of
2002 on Parliament’s internal
regulations.
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Al Baraka Group Sponsors the 3rd Global Islamic
Economy Summit in Istanbul as a Global Partner

TDT | Manama

1 Baraka Group B.S.C
(C) “Group” announced
its Sponsorship as a

Global Partner in the 3rd Global
Islamic Economy Summit in Is-
tanbul, which will be held under
the theme: “Capital in the Islam-
ic Economy: Structuring Wealth
for Sustainable Development”,
from 3rd to 6th June 2026 at the
Istanbul Financial Center in the
Republic of Tiirkiye.

with sustainable development.

The Summit will witness
broad participation from govern-
ment leaders, central bank gov-
ernors, international financial
institutions, leading economists,
and decision-makers.

The Summit’s program in-
cludes strategic sessions and spe-
cialized workshops discussing
the future of the Islamic econ-
omy and capital, in addition to
the “Islamic Banking CEOs Panel

nearly five decades in supporting strengthening the position of Discussion”, and a high-level
This sponsorship comes as an and advancing the global Islam- Islamic Banking as a model that “Central Banks and Ministers
extension of the Group’s role for ic economy, ecosystem, and in combines economic efficiency Level Panel” on re-engineering

capital flows and enhancing eco-
nomic integration. The agenda
also features specialized sessions
on sustainability, fintech innova-
tion, and artificial intelligence, as
well as the signing of a number of
strategic Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoUs).

On this occasion, Mr. Houssem
Ben Haj Amor, Board Member
and Group Chief Executive Of-
ficer, stated:

“Our sponsorship of this
Summit stems from Al Baraka
Group’s firm commitment to
supporting the advancement of

the global Islamic economy and
strengthening its role as a key
driver for achieving sustainable
development and financial in-
clusion.”

He further emphasized that
the Summit represents an impor-
tant global platform for enhanc-
ing dialogue and cooperation
among financial institutions, reg-
ulatory authorities, and academ-
ic circles, thereby contributing
to the development of a more
sustainable economic ecosystem
that remains closely linked to the
real economy.

Connecting Government, Powering the Future

Zain Bahrain and Ministry Renew Partnership to Power Government Digital Services

TDT | Manama

ahrain’s Ministry of
BTransportation and
Telecommunica-
tions and Zain Bahrain have
renewed their strategic part-
nership to upgrade internet
services across Bahrain Post
branches and the Small Vessel
Registration Office, reinforc-
ing the Kingdom’s push toward
seamless digital government
services.

The renewed agreement aims
to deliver faster, more reliable
connectivity across key govern-
ment service points, improv-
ing the experience for citizens
and residents. It reflects both
parties’ shared commitment
to advancing Bahrain’s digi-
tal infrastructure—with an eye

toward integrating emerging
technologies, including artifi-
cial intelligence.

Dr. Khalid Al-Haydan, Assis-
tant Undersecretary for Postal
Affairs, described the renew-
al as a natural extension of a
successful collaboration. “This
partnership supports our vision
of expanding digital transfor-
mation,” he said, adding that
the Ministry is actively explor-
ing broader cooperation with
Zain Bahrain to adopt the latest
technologies.

Captain Mohammed Al-Mur-
bati, Assistant Undersecretary
for Maritime Affairs, high-
lighted the direct impact on
the Small Vessel Registration
Office, where the upgraded in-
frastructure will enable faster
electronic transactions — mak-

Chery Bahrain Celebrates Eid
with Family-Friendly Hiya
Biya Activation

TDT | Manama

hery Bahrain, op-
erating under The
Bahraini Asian Mo-

tors W.L.L by Motorcity, wel-
comed families and children
to its showroom for a special

Eid activation centered around
the traditional Bahraini Hiya
Biya. The initiative reflect-
ed the brand’s commitment
to celebrating local traditions
and creating meaningful ex-
periences that bring people
together in a family-friendly
environment.

During the event, children
were invited to paint and plant
their own Hiya Biya, creating
an interactive experience filled
with creativity and celebration.
The activation gave families
the opportunity to enjoy the
Eid festivities together while
creating lasting memories and

strengthening Chery Bahrain’s
connection with the commu-
nity.

Abdulelah Burashed, Dealer
Principal of Chery Bahrain,
commented: “We were delight-
ed to welcome families and
children to our showroom for
this special Eid activation. Our
aim is to create enjoyable and
meaningful experiences that
celebrate Bahraini traditions
while bringing people together.
These moments reflect the im-
portance we place on culture,
connection, and building last-
ing relationships with our cus-
tomers and the community”

ing maritime services more ac-
cessible and flexible for users.

Zain’s Digital Commit-
ment

Ali Mustafa, CEO of Business
and Wholesale at Zain Bahrain,
said the partnership reflects
the company’s firm commit-
ment to supporting government
entities with advanced, reliable
connectivity solutions. He add-
ed that the collaboration aligns
with Zain Group’s 4 WARD -
Advancing with Purpose strat-
egy, which focuses on acceler-
ating innovation and strength-
ening the digital economy. He
noted that Zain Bahrain holds
its position as the Kingdom’s
most award-winning network,
as independently ranked by

OpenSignal.

ital partner to the public sec- efficiency and bring Bahrain
This agreement positions tor — delivering integrated ICT closer to its national digital
Zain Bahrain as a trusted dig- solutions that boost operational transformation goals.

Ebrahim K. Kanoo Supports Bahrain
Polytechnic Apprenticeship Programmes

TDT | Manama

s part of its ongo-
ing commitment
to supporting

education and developing
local talent, Ebrahim K.
Kanoo contributed train-
ing equipment to Bahrain
Polytechnic in support of
the Automotive Technol-
ogy and Body & Paint Ap-
prenticeship programmes.

The contribution was
marked during a handover
ceremony held at Ebrahim
K. Kanoo’s Training Center
in Tubli, attended by rep-
resentatives from both the
company and Bahrain Pol-
ytechnic.

The equipment will help
enhance the students’
hands-on learning experi-
ence and further strength-
en the apprenticeship pro-
grammes by supporting

practical training aligned
with current industry re-
quirements and technical
standards.

This initiative reflects
the strong partnership be-
tween Ebrahim K. Kanoo
and Bahrain Polytechnic
in preparing the next gen-
eration of automotive pro-
fessionals and equipping
students with the skills and
experience needed to suc-
ceed in the industry.

“supporting education and
talent development remains

a key priority for us. By

providing industry-relevant
training equipment to Bahrain
Polytechnic, we aim to help
students gain the practical
skills and experience needed to
meet the evolving demands of
the automotive industry.”
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Nvidia launches Windows
laptop chip for Al era

RTX Spark-powered laptops and desktops will be available this autumn

AFP | Taipei, Taiwan

vidia unveiled a pow-

erful laptop chip for

Windows machines
yesterday, staking its claim in
the market for next-generation
consumer PCs integrated with
artificial intelligence.

The US hardware titan’s move
challenges the likes of Apple,
Intel and AMD in the PC domain,
although the new devices will
likely carry a hefty price tag.

It also represents an attempt
by Nvidia -- which the A1 boom
has made the world’'s most val-
uable company -- to diversify
into the consumer market, even
as it reaps record profits from
sellingdata centre processors to
global tech giants.

"Microsoft and Nvidia are go-
ing to reinvent the PC,” Nvidia’'s
chief executive Jensen Huang
said in Taipei as he launched the
RTX Spark chip ahead of Com-
putex, amajor technology show.

"If you want to run digital bi-
ology, no problem. If you want
to do seismic processing, no
problem. You want astrophysics,
no problem,” Huang added, call-
ing it "an incredible computer”.

It is "as big of a deal as the
reinvention of the phone into
what we now know as the
smartphone”, he said.

RTX Spark-powered laptops
and desktops, made by the likes
of Dell and Lenovo, will be avail-
able this autumn, Nvidia said.

It is not the first time Nvidia
chips have powered Windows
devices -- a range of tablets did
so in the early 2010s.

But the new PCs are posi-
tioned as tools that can easily
run Al services such as agents,
which can carry out tasks for
users.

’Existential threat’

Nvidia is best known for its
GPUs, specialised chips origi-
nally designed to render gaming
graphics at high speed, which
have more recently become the
engine for chatbots and other
Al tools.

As governments and compa-
nies pour hundreds of billions
of dollars into AI infrastructure,
the company’s value has topped
$5 trillion, more than the gross
domestic product of Japan or
India.

Monday’s announcement in-
stead focuses on a new CPU, or
central processing unit, which
acts like the brain of a personal
computer.

"Nvidia is bypassing the tra-
ditional PC supply chain to
build an end-to-end hardware
monopoly,” said Stephen Wu, a
former Al software engineer and
founder of the Carthage Capital

investment fund.

Wu told AFP that the develop-
ment, long awaited in the indus-
try, represents an "existential
threat” to current laptop chip
designs, with Intel and AMD "the
immediate casualties”.

It is also a strategic attempt
by Nvidia to get programmers
to build new tech products
on their hardware, which will

boost demand for data centre
GPUSs, he said.

But with a memory chip
shortage pushing up the cost of
consumer electronics, "the big-
gest question... may not be how
powerful the next wave of PC
hardware is, but whether buy-
ers can still afford it,” PC World
magazine senior editor Alaina
Yee wrote last week.

Bangladesh raises fuel prices
second time in six weeks

AFP | Dhaka, Bangladesh

B angladesh raised fuel pric-
es yesterday, six weeks af-
ter the previous increase, as
the government seeks to ease
pressure on state finances af-
fected by the conflict in the
Middle East.

The country imports about
95% of its fuel requirements,
with most coming from the
Middle East.

Kerosene was raised to 135

taka ($1.09) per litre, up from
130, while petrol raised to 140
taka ($1.14) from 135. Diesel
was unchanged.

Authorities are also consid-
ering another increase in elec-
tricity tariffs.

After a slight decline, infla-
tion stood at 9.04% in April.

Bangladesh’s first nuclear
power plant at Ruppur is near-
ing operational readiness, with
the first phase of uranium fuel
loading already completed.

SoftBank overtakes Toyota as
Japan’s most valuable company

AFP | Tokyo, Japan

apan’s tech investor Soft-
Bank Group overtook Toy-
ota on Monday to become the
country’s most valuable com-
pany, as the benchmark Nikkei
index briefly reached a new
high amid the AT boom.
SoftBank, a major back-
er of ChatGPT maker Ope-
nAlI, soared more than 11% in
the afternoon trade, after its
founder announced a 75-bil-
lion-euro ($87.5 billion) invest-
ment in AI infrastructure in
France.
Masayoshi Son told La
Tribune Dimanche weekly on
Saturday that it “will be the

largest investment in Europe
in infrastructure related to ar-
tificial intelligence”.

SoftBank said last month its
annual net profit quadrupled
to more than $30 billion, main-
ly thanks to its investment in
OpenAlL

The company’s market cap-
italisation swelled on Monday
to more than 47 trillion yen,
while that of Toyota fell to
just under 46 trillion yen after
its shares dropped nearly five
percent.

The third largest is chipmak-
er Kioxia, formerly the semi-
conductor unit of engineering
giant Toshiba. It jumped more
than 8%.

QOil prices jump

Key figures at around 1100 GMT

Brent North Sea Crude: 3.2% at $94.03 a barrel
West Texas Intermediate: 3.7% at $90.60 a barrel
London - FTSE 100: ¥ 0.2% at 10,391.07 points
Paris - CAC 40: 0.1% at 8,194.02
Frankfurt - DAX: 0.4% at 25,209.30

Hang Seng Index: 1.1% at 25,452.47

Tokyo - Nikkei 225: 1.0% at 67,020.75
Shanghai - Composite: 0.4% at 4,084.46

New York - DOW:

0.7% at 51,032.46 points (close)

Euro/dollar: v at $1.1650 from $1.1663 on Friday
Pound/dollar: v at $1.3463 from $1.3464
Dollar/yen: at 159.46 yen from 159.27 yen
Euro/pound: v at 86.52 pence from 86.63 pence

London, United Kingdom

Oil prices jumped and eq-
uity markets diverged
Monday as Middle East peace
talks stalled and investors con-
tinued to pour into Al-linked
stocks.

Crude futures won more
than 3% after the United States

and Iran traded strikes and
Tehran again insisted that any
deal must cover Israel’s esca-
lating offensive into Lebanon.

European stock markets
traded mixed after gains for
main equity indices in Asia.

The dollar firmed against
main rivals as focus fixed on
the Us-Iran conflict.

Outgoing chair Powell delivers defense of Fed independence

AFP | Washington, United States

Outgoing US Federal Reserve
chair Jerome Powell on
Sunday delivered a staunch de-
fense of the need for the central
bank to maintain independence
and credibility, as it comes un-
der assault from President Don-
ald Trump.

“Like many other institutions,
the Fed has been undergoing
a stress test,” he said as he ac-
cepted an award from the John
F. Kennedy Library Foundation.

“If any administration finds a
way to remove Fed officials over
policy differences, then future
administrations will do so as
well,” Powell said, in a barely

veiled reference to the Trump
administration’s attempt to fire
Fed Governor Lisa Cook.

“The public would lose faith
that the central bank will make
decisions based only on what’s
best for all Americans.”

In his second term in power,
Trump has frequently criticized
and insulted Powell, alleging he
was too slow to lower interest
rates.

Trump’s Justice Department
went so far as to pursue crim-
inal charges against the Fed
chair over abuilding renovation
project. The probe was even-
tually dropped to smooth the
path towards Powell’s successor

being confirmed by the Senate.

Separately, Trump also sought
to remove Cook over mortgage
fraud allegations. The Supreme
Courtis due to rule on the legal-
ity of the move.

“Our credibility has been
built and sustained over many
decades, and we have a duty
to safeguard that priceless as-
set for our fellow citizens and
for generations to come,” said
Powell.

The former Fed chair re-
ceived the John F. Kennedy
Profile In Courage Award “for
protecting the independence
of the Federal Reserve,” the
foundation said. Powell stepped

down as chair at the end of his
term earlier this month, and
has been succeeded by Trump
nominee Kevin Warsh.

In an unusual move for out-
going Fed chiefs, Powell chose
to remain on the board for the
remainder of his term as a gov-
ernor, which ends in 2028. He
did so citing threats to the Fed’s
independence, and promised to
keep a “low profile.”

Trump has welcomed
Warsh’s taking over the Fed --
after a protracted and divisive
Senate confirmation process
-- and hosted a lavish ceremo-
ny at the White House for his
swearing-in.
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GEORGE ELIOT

Innovation holds the key
to a prosperous future

. _____ ___ e |
H.E. MR. VINOD K JACOB, AMBASSADOR OF INDIA TO THE
KINGDOM OF BAHRAIN

I ndia is ranked third globally in AT competitiveness accord-

ing to Stanford University’s 2025 Global AT Vibrancy Tool.

Further, India is also among the world’s largest start-up
ecosystems with more than 200,000 recognized startups and
more than 120 unicorns. Frontier capability is rising across
healthcare, energy/climate, biotech, space, defence, advanced
computing, semiconductors, agritech, mobility, materials and
other areas. The national initiatives include Atal Incubation
Centres which have established support centres in more than

100 institutes and Atal
Tinkering Labs in more The ﬁrst edition
of “Bharat

than 10,000 schools
which engage more than
Innovates” is
scheduled to be

11 million students.
India’s innovation eco-
held in Nice,
France from 14

system has been fortified
by the annual Smart India
Hackathons which bring
in 800,000 students in
each edition and yield
technology intensive
solutions to real world

and real world problems.
Also worth mentioning is
KAPILA through which 1P
creation in universities
has been mainstreamed
with over 2000 registra-
tions every year. The key
enablers over the past

to 16 June 2026.
All our friends
in the Kingdom
of Bahrain

are invited to

decade include the Start-
up India Initiative, Start-
up India Fund of Funds
2.0, the India AI Mission,
a strengthened national
research architecture, the
Research, Development
and Innovation Fund,
sector specific pathways
focused on DeepTech in
defence, biotech, space,
innovation and entrepre-
neurship.

Building on this strong
and decades long foun-
dation, an ambitious pro-
gramme called “Bharat
Innovates 2026” was an-
nounced by Indian Prime
Minister, Mr. Narendra
Modi on 17 February this
year at the inauguration of the India-France Year of
Innovation. The programme is designed as a global accelerator
for innovations from Indian Higher Education Ecosystem (HEI),
thereby, building a long-term collaboration bridge between
the country’s innovation ecosystem (startups, HEIs, labs and
research parks) and global stakeholders (corporates, inves-
tors, incubators/accelerators, universities, research institutes,
governments and overseas research parks and deeper industry
linkages.

The first edition of “Bharat Innovates” is scheduled to be
held in Nice, France from 14 to 16 June 2026. All our friends
in the Kingdom of Bahrain are invited to participate in this
global event which will showcase India’s top 100 Deep Tech
startups across 13 critical technology themes, namely, ad-
vanced computing, advanced materials, agriculture and food
technologies, biotech, blue economy, disaster management
and resilient infrastructure, energy, sustainability and climate
change, healthcare and medtech, manufacturing and industry
4.0, next-gen communications, semiconductors, smart cities
and mobility as well as space and defence. The event will also
be attended by more than 15 of India’s premier educational
institutions including the Indian Institutes of Technology and
Indian Institute of Science at Bengaluru which are enabling 1P
backed venture creation. More details on the programme can
be obtained from: https://bharatinnovates.in/

The benefits of participation in “Bharat Innovates 2026”
for global stakeholders are expected to include investor grade
deal flow, problems to solution access, fast track partnerships
with market ready ventures, global soft-landing routes through
incubators/ accelerators, a steady stream of R&D opportunities
as well as privileged access to a continuous pipeline of industry
specific development through India’s research parks and tech-
nology labs at top institutions

participate

in this global
event which will
showcase India’s
top 100 Deep
Tech startups
across 13 critical
technology
themes,

(The author is Ambassador of India to the Kingdom of Bahrain since August
2023.)

Russia bans
aviation fuel
exports

Moscow, Russia

ussia yesterday banned

the export of aviation
fuel until the end of Novem-
ber as Ukraine escalates its
strikes on Russian refiner-
ies, depots and pipelines.

Kyiv has increased attacks
on Russian energy facilities
in recent weeks, hitting tar-
gets as far as the Urals.

The attacks often cause
major fires but their impact
has been difficult to assess.

But in a sign of tension
in the sector, the Russian
government announced a
"temporary ban on the ex-
port of jet fuel from Russia.”

"The purpose of this deci-
sion is to ensure stability in
the domestic fuel market,”
it said.

It clarified that the ban
does not apply to shipments
made under intergovern-
mental agreements.

Russia, one of the world’s
oil and gas giants, had al-
ready restricted the export
of car fuel, as pressures on
the market mount during
the Ukraine war.

Ukraine -- facing daily
Russian barrages of missiles
and drones -- has increased
its campaign on Russian en-
ergy infrastructure in recent
weeks.

Suspected WWII ordnance
explodes in Indonesia, five dead

AFP | Jakarta, Indonesia

suspected shell left over

from World War 11 explod-
ed under a stilt house in an In-
donesian fishing village, killing
five people and wounding nearly
20, police said yesterday.

The blast in Indonesia’s res-
tive eastern Papua region star-
tled locals with a thunderous
boom on Sunday afternoon,
emitting a ball of flames fol-
lowed by a thick smoke column,
according to footage broadcast
on Kompas TV.

Nine homes were destroyed.

“The source of the explosion
is strongly suspected to have
been abomb or mortar left over
from World War 11,” Papua po-
lice spokesman Cahyo Sukarnito
told AFP.

Three people are still record-
ed as missing, but Cahyo said
several body parts have yet to
be identified.

Atleast 19 people were treated

Residents inspect the debris of houses that collapsed after a World War Il bomb
accidentally exploded in Biaf Numfor Regency, Papua,

for minor injuries, he added.

“We will provide further up-
dates once the search for victims
and the investigation have been
completed,” said Cahyo.

Last year, nine civilians were
among 13 people killed in West
Java province when an explo-
sion occurred as Indonesian

troops attempted to dispose of
rejected munitions by detonat-
ing them in a pit.

Indonesia was a major battle
zone during WwII when Japa-
nese forces occupied what was
then the Dutch East Indies, and
Allied forces fought to retake
control.

UK government bans two US political commentators

AFP | London, United Kingdom

ritain’s interior ministry on

Monday said it had blocked
two US-based political com-
mentators from entering the
country.

Left-wing Israel critics Cenk
Uygur, 56, and his nephew
Hasan Piker, 34, had been due
to speak at the SXSW London
festival this week.

"These individuals'Electronic
Travel Authorisation (ETA) has
been cancelled on the grounds
that their presence in the UK
may not be conducive to the
public good,” the ministry said
in a statement.

Hasan Piker (left) and his uncle, Cenk
Uygur

Piker, 34, described by the fes-
tival’s website as a streamer and
creator, had been expected to to
speak at an event entitled "How
The American Left Learned To
Speak The Internet”.

Turkish-American Cenk Uy-
gur, 56, the founder and host of
The Young Turks, a left-wing
YouTube channel, meanwhile,

had been scheduled to take part
in a discussion called "Tech-
no-Feudalism Is Here. Who Are
The Lords?” on Wednesday.

In a livestream in 2019, Piker
sparked controversy when he
reportedly said "America de-
served 9/11”, a comment he later
called "inappropriate”.

Uygur condemned the gov-
ernment’s decision to refuse
him entry. Piker added in his
post: “the uk has revoked my
visa as well. Last month, the
British government also blocked
US rapper Kanye West from en-
tering the country for another
festival due to his past antise-
mitic outbursts.

Conrtlict flares anew

US military said it had carried out “self-defence strikes

Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards said they had
targeted an airbase
used by US forces

® Washington is
seeking an agreement
with Tehran to end
the conflict that began
in late February

Agencies

he United States and Iran
Ttraded strikes on Monday

as weeks of indirect talks
failed to secure an end to the war
or the reopening of the Strait of
Hormuz, the vital shipping route
for Gulf oil and gas.

The latest exchange came af-
ter the US military said it had car-
ried out “self-defence strikes” on
Iranian radar and drone-control
sites over the weekend, its third

such operation in just over a
week, in response to the down-
ing of a US MQ-1 drone.

Shortly afterwards, Iran’s Rev-
olutionary Guards said they had
targeted an airbase used by US
forces from where the attack had
originated. While the Guards

did not identify the host coun-
try, Kuwait’s military said its air
defences had intercepted hostile
missile and drone attacks.
Washington is seeking an
agreement with Tehran to end
the war launched in late Febru-
ary, reopen Hormuz and impose

controls on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme. However, negotiations
have remained deadlocked de-
spite several rounds of indirect
talks marked by threats and re-
peated air strikes.
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France seizes Russia-linked oil tanker
with ties to Iranian magnate

The Tagor was
detained on Sunday
morning in international
waters with the
help of Britain and
other partners

AFP | Brest, France

rance said on Monday it had
detained a Russia-linked oil
tanker in the Atlantic, with the
Kremlin comparing the latest
seizure aimed at tackling Mos-
cow’s sanctions-busting shadow
fleet to "international piracy”.
Since September, France has
boarded three other ships be-
lieved to belong to the shadow
fleet, used by Russia to circum-
vent Western sanctions on its
fossil fuel exportsimposed over

Military personnel hovering in a helicop

ter ahove the Tagor, a sanctioned

Russian oil tanker, some 400 nautical miles west of France’s Brittany coast.

the Kremlin’s 2022 invasion of
Ukraine.

Sunday morning in international

sian captain refused to comply
with orders, prosecutors said.

President Emmanuel Macron
posted a video of the seizure,
which showed commandos rap-
pelling from a helicopter onto
the ship.

"We consider these acts il-
legal. They border on interna-
tional piracy,” said President
Vladimir Putin’s spokesman,
Dmitry Peskov.

"Russia is taking measures to
ensure the safety of its cargo”.

Suspected of carrying Russian
or Iranian oil despite interna-
tional sanctions, the Tagor is
linked to petroleum shipping
magnate Mohammad Hossein
Shamkhani, according to open-
source database Opensanctions.
org.

According to French author-

waters with the help of Britain ities, the Tagor was on its way
The Tagor was detained on and other partners, after its Rus- from Murmansk in northwest-

Nearly 600 ships
suspected of belonging to
Russia’s shadow fleet are
subject to European Union
sanctions.

ern Russia when it was boarded.

The ship was falsely flying
a Cameroonian flag and was
heading toward Limbe, a seaside
city in the west of the African
country, said a spokesperson for
France’s Atlantic maritime pre-
fecture. Shadow fleet vessels fre-
quently change the flags they fly,
a practice known as flag-hop-
ping, or use invalid registrations
in an attempt to escape tracking.

Russia summons Lithuania envoy over
‘desecration’ of Soviet soldiers

AFP | Moscow, Russia

Rtssia yesterday summoned
ithuania’s charge d’affair-

es in Moscow to condemn the
"barbaric” exhumation of the
bodies of Soviet soldiers buried
in the Baltic country as a "des-
ecration”.

Jolanta Tubaite was issued "a
vigorous protest regarding the
new barbaric projects of the
Lithuanian authorities aimed
at destroying, in the town of
Vievis, the cemetery of Soviet
soldiers and officers who fell in

Russian troops in Vilnius in 1992

battle for the liberation of Lith-
uania from the fascist yoke”,
Moscow’s foreign ministry
said.

"It was pointed out... that the

destruction, damage, or dese-
cration of military graves, in-
cluding those located abroad, is
a criminal offence in Russia,” it
added.

Tubaite had already been
summoned on April 30 fol-
lowing the exhumation of Red
Army graves in the city of Siau-
liai.

According to Lithuanian me-
dia, the exhumations are linked
to a law, which came into force
in 2023, on the "de-Sovietisa-
tion” of the EU and NATO mem-
ber.

German, Norwegian ministers in
abortive Beirut trip

Berlin, Germany

Ministers from Germany
and Norway had to call

off a trip to Beirut on Monday
as Israel continued its assault
on the city, the pair’s press ser-
vices said.

German minister for inter-
national development Reem
Alabali Radovan and Nor-
wegian counterpart Asmund
Aukrust had to abort and head
back to Berlin "for military rea-
sons” as they approached Bei-
rut airport owing to a "rapidly
worsening situation,” a spokes-

person for Alabali Radovan
told AFP.

The ministers had hoped to
make the visit to show soli-
darity with the Lebanese peo-
ple, but their German military
aircraft finally had to land in
Cyprus ahead of a return to
Berlin, Norwegian daily VG
reported.

A Norwegian government
spokesman confirmed to AFP
the trip had been scrapped.

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu earlier had
called on the Israeli army to
hit southern Beirut.

Deal stalls on Lebanon

Agencies

he renewed hostilities

I coincided with Israel

expanding its offensive

in Lebanon. Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu vowed to

push deeper into the country

and ordered strikes on what he

described as “terror targets” in a
southern district of Beirut.

The United States has backed
Israel’s operations against the
Iran-backed Hezbollah group,
but Iran insists that any wider
agreement to end the conflict
must also address the situation
in Lebanon.

Tehran said no nuclear ne-
gotiations had resumed and
stressed that ending the war re-
mains its priority. Foreign min-
istry spokesman Esmaeil Baqa-
ei said a ceasefire in Lebanon
was an “essential condition” for
any deal, adding that the Unit-
ed States was also violating the
ceasefire.

Iran’s chief negotiator, Mo-
hammad Bagher Ghalibaf, ac-

Israel military issues evacuation warnin

Iranian media says Tehran suspends
negotiations via mediators with US

Tehran, Iran

Iran was suspending all
exchanges with the Unit-
ed States via mediators yes-

terday, Iranian news agency
Tasnim reported, as the two
sides remained apart on a
deal to end the Middle East
war.

Iran Guards threaten ‘new fronts’ over
Israel’s Lebanon offensive: state TV

AFP | Tehran, Iran

ran’s Revolutionary Guards

threatened to open “new
fronts” and keep the Strait of
Hormuz closed over Israel’s
offensive in Lebanon, state
media reported on Monday.

“Iran considers crossing the
red lines in Lebanon and Gaza
to mean direct war,” state TV

cused Washington of non-com-
pliance, citing the US naval
blockade of Iranian ports and

quoted the Guards’ intelli-
gence organisation as saying,
adding: “in return, it is deter-
mined to carry out defensive
operations by taking mean-
ingful actions and opening
new fronts, in addition to pre-
serving the Strait of Hormuz
equation”.

the escalation in Lebanon as
evidence that the ceasefire was
not being respected.

UN alarmed over Lebanon, calls
for ceasefire to be respected

AFP | United Nations, United
States

he United Nations yester-

day expressed its alarm
and called for all sides to re-
spect the ceasefire as Israel
expanded its offensive into
Lebanon, while negotiations to
end the US-Tran war appeared
in peril.

“We are deeply alarmed by
the escalation in military ac-
tivities across southern Leb-
anon and beyond,” Stephane
Dujarric, spokesman for UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres, said.

“We urge all actors to re-
spect the cessation of hostil-
ities and avoid further esca-
lation.”

First responders inspect the damage at the site of an Israeli strike

for Beirut’s southern suburbs

Coronation of Queen
Elizabeth 11 in
Westminster Abbey;,
London, England
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ater is life. Yet,

lack of investment
& gaps in governance are
keeping millions of Af-
ricans from safely man-
aged water & sanitation
services. If we work to-
gether, we can put this
basic human right with-
in reach for all & ensure
Africa’s water wealth is
developed, managed &
protected.

@antonioguterres

02

Even without vaccines
or specific therapeu-
tics, people can survive
#Ebola disease caused
by the Bundibugyo vi-
rus if they receive time-
ly healthcare and seek
treatment as soon as
symptoms appear. @
WHO and many partners
are supporting the estab-
lishment of Ebola treat-
ment centres in #DRC.
Yesterday, I witnessed
the opening of one such
centre in Bunia, which
will ensure that patients
in the community can
access lifesaving care.
Together, we will stop
this outbreak.
@DrTedros

03

ad a productive
meeting with Presi-
dent U Min Aung Hlaing
of Myanmar. We in In-
dia are honoured that he
has chosen India for his
first foreign visit as Pres-
ident. Equally gladdening
is the fact that he began
the visit from Bodh Gaya,
with the blessings of Lord
Buddha. We reviewed the
full range of India-Myan-
mar relations. Myanmar
is vital to India’s policies
of ‘Neighbourhood First’,
‘Act East’ and Indo-Pa-
cific.
@narendramodi

Disclaimer: (Views expressed
by columnists are personal and
need not necessarily reflect our

editorial stance)
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Survey fin
Split over

Rapid advances in
artificial intelligence
have led more people to
interact with chatbots
for companionship

® Among respondents
aged 18-24, 48%

said AT companions
could improve

human happiness

Older generations
were consistently less
optimistic about AI’s role
in personal relationships.

AFP | Shanghai, China

Imost halfof youngadults
Ain six major economies
believe Al-powered com-
panions could improve human
happiness through emotional
support over the next decade,
according to a large internation-
al survey released on Monday.
The percentage declined
steadily among older age
groups, falling to around a quar-
ter among respondents aged 55
and above, the research shared
exclusively with AFP showed.
Rapid advances in artificial
intelligence have led more peo-
ple to interact with chatbots
for companionship, advice and
emotional support, raising ques-
tions about the future role of
technology in human relation-
ships.
The survey of nearly 10,000

Al

Representative image

Those

people across the United States,
Japan, Germany, Britain, In-
donesia and Hong Kong offers
a snapshot of what pollster
YouGov described as a “rapidly
changing moral landscape”.

It also revealed a significant
divide between Western and
Asian markets, with Asian re-
spondents generally showing
greater acceptance of Al-ena-
bled companionship.

Among respondents aged 18-
24, 48% said AT companions
could improve human happi-
ness through emotional support
during the next decade. The
figure was 47% among those
aged 25-34.

Weis

ds generational

companions

When asked whether AT com-
panions could enhance deep-
er personal connections and
overall wellbeing, support was
lower, at 32% among younger
respondents aged 18-24 and 38%
among those aged 25-34.

Older generations were con-
sistently less optimistic about
AT’s role in personal relation-
ships.

The psychological effects of
Al chatbots have also attracted
increasing attention, particu-
larly regarding their impact
on vulnerable individuals and
young people.

Geographic divide

YouGov and Tokyo-based me-
dia company Star X Gen, which
commissioned the research,
said they were surprised by the
scale of regional differences.

In Indonesia, 50% of respond-
ents said AI companions could
improve personal connection
and wellbeing. The figure was
34% in Hong Kong and 24% in
Japan.

The percentages were lower
in Western countries, including
20% in the United States, 15% in
Germany and just 9% in Britain.

“While Western audiences
largely view Al-enabled com-
panionship as a threat to au-
thentic human closeness, Asian
audiences appear increasingly
ready to integrate AI into their
personal lives,” said YouGov’s
Philippe Chan.

Across all 9,912 respondents,
only 17% said they would con-
sider using advanced AI-pow-
ered companion devices, while
59% said they would not.

Younger adults were general-
ly more open to emerging forms
of AT companionship than older
generations. In Japan and Ger-
many, the proportion of younger
respondents willing to try such
technologies was nearly double
the national average.

“While the global population
remains cautious, younger gen-
erations are actively redefining
the boundaries of companion-
ship,” the report said.

In Japan, more than a third
of younger adults said Al-pow-
ered companion devices could
provide a sense of affection and
emotional connection, outnum-
bering those who disagreed.

Al giant Anthropic
confidentially files for IPO

The IPOs would
likely follow Elon
Musk’s SpaceX
to Wall Street.

® Anthropic’s
near-trillion-dollar
valuation puts it
ahead of ChatGPT
maker OpenAl

AFP | San Francisco, United
States

I giant Anthropic, the mak-

er of the Claude chatbot,
announced yesterday that it
had filed confidentially for an
initial public offering (1P0), as
Silicon Valley AI companies
look to raise the enormous
sums needed to fuel the sec-
tor’s rapid expansion.

A confidential filing lets a
company submit its IPO paper-
work to the Securities and Ex-
change Commission for review
without making its financials
and business details public un-
til much later in the process.

"This gives us the option to
go public after the Securities
and Exchange Commission
completes its review,” the
company said in a statement.
"The proposed initial public
offering will depend on market
conditions and other factors.”

The filing came just days af-
ter the company said it raised
$65 billion in a new funding
round that valued the Claude
maker at $965 billion, putting
it on the cusp of a trillion-dol-
lar valuation.

The latest fundraising round
confirmed Anthropic’s place
as one of the most significant
players in AlI, having built its
reputation by focusing on de-

Anthropic CEO Dario Amodei

The filing came just
days after the company
said it raised $65 billion
in a new funding round

livering generative Al to enter-
prise clients.

Anthropic’s near-tril-
lion-dollar valuation puts it
ahead of ChatGPT maker Ope-
nAl, which was valued at $852
billion in March and is also
aiming to go public as early as
this year, with a filing expected
imminently.

The 1P0Os would likely follow
Elon Musk’s SpaceX to Wall
Street.

SpaceX, which absorbed his
AI company, XAI, in February,
could see shares begin trading
as early as June 12, targeting
a valuation of approximately
$1.75 trillion in what would be
the largest IPO in history.

The 1PO filing comes as An-
thropic navigates a high-pro-
file legal dispute with the Pen-
tagon, having sued the Defense
Department after the agency
designated the company a sup-
ply chain risk.

~

AFP | Paris, France

France has banned the dis-
play of Israeli offensive
weapons at the 2026 edition
of the Eurosatory international
Ldefence and security exhibi-

tion, the organisers told AFP on
Monday.

"Only Israeli exhibitors pre-
senting anti-ballistic and an-
ti-air defence systems are au-
thorised,” said the president
of COGES Events, Charles

Beaudouin, responding to an
Israeli defence ministry state-
ment that protested the re-
strictions.”This is a decision by
the French government, by the
Defence Council,” Beaudouin
added. "There is no room for

ambiguity: if an exhibitor is also
arocket manufacturer, they will
not be allowed to display them.
This ensures that no offensive
weapons are present,” he said.
The Israeli ministry de-
nounced the move, saying it

France bans Israeli offensive weapons at trade show

~\

would "be unable to participate
in the exhibition or establish a
national pavilion”.

"This is a disgraceful decision,
one that reeks of political and
commercial calculation, and
regrettably, it comes as no sur-

prise. It fits a deeply troubling
pattern in French conduct in
recent years,” it added.

Paris has repeatedly con-
demned since late February
Israel’s attacks on Lebanese

territory. y

China issues new rules to bust ‘chost’ takeout deliveries

Fierce competition
among food delivery
apps has led to the
spread of “ghost”
merchants that lack
dine-in premises
and are accused of
unsanitary conditions

® Some merchants,
labelled “transparent
kitchens” on the
platforms, have begun
offering live broadcasts
from their premises

Platforms will now
also face fines of between
one and 10 times their
annual revenue

AFP | Beijing, China

ood sellers on Chinese de-

livery platforms must have
physical shopfronts and indicate
if they do not offer dine-in ser-
vices under new rules unveiled
on Monday to stamp out “ghost”
takeout merchants.

Fierce competition among
food delivery apps has led to
the spread of “ghost” mer-
chants that lack dine-
in premises and are
accused of unsan-
itary conditions
and bypassing
food safety reg-
ulations while
posing as regu-
lar restaurants
online.

They often
operate out
of residential
buildings and
use rented
business li-
censes or
fake details to
get listed on the

delivery platforms.

($532 million) in April for vio-

The new regulations compel

The State Administration for lations mostly related to ghost delivery platforms to review
Market Regulation (SAMR) fined deliveries.

seven major e-commerce
platforms a total of

3.6 billion

yuan

their listed merchants at least
once every six months to ensure
they are legitimate and have
the correct business licenses,
shifting more onus for food
safety onto the apps.

Merchants on food deliv-
ery platforms must now
have physical shopfronts
and label themselves if
they do not offer dine-
in services, according to

the SAMR’s new rules.
Platforms will now
also face fines of be-
tween one and 10 times
their annual revenue
for violations if they
involve the platform’s
leadership, were delib-
erate, and are judged to

be serious.
Merchants, on the
other hand, face max-
imum penalties of
200,000 yuan if they flout
the rules.

Some merchants, labelled
“transparent kitchens” on the
platforms, have begun offer-
ing live broadcasts from their
premises to allay consumer fears
about food preparation condi-
tions.

Taobao, which operates one
of China’s largest food delivery
platforms, will boost the in-app
visibility of merchants that im-
plement “transparent kitchens”,
arepresentative for the platform
told communist party media out-
let Guangming Daily on Monday.

“Food delivery platforms...
cannot simply collect commis-
sion without taking responsi-
bility, and cannot only focus on
traffic while neglecting quali-
ty,” the SAMR’s Director of Food
Safety, Sun Huichuan, was quot-
ed Monday as saying by state
news agency Xinhua.

“Food delivery platforms must
truly assume the primary re-
sponsibility of being ‘gatekeep-
ers’ of food safety in the food
delivery industry,” Sun said.
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The escalating
nature of the outbreak
has sparked a race
to find a vaccine

® CEPI also said it had
committed $50 million
to a vaccine candidate
being developed by US
pharma giant Moderna
whichuses the mRNA
technology pioneered
in its Covid vaccine.

AFP | Paris, France
everal non-profit organisa-
S tions announced Monday
they are ramping up ef-
forts to rapidly develop a vac-
cine for the rare strain of Ebola
driving a deadly outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of Congo.
Nearly 250 people are sus-
pected to have died and more
than 1,100 infected with the
strain in the DRC and neigh-
bouring Uganda, though the
true spread of the virus is feared
to be much wider.
While it marks the 17th Ebola

250

Nearly 250 people are
suspected to have died and
more than 1,100 infected
with the strain in the DRC
and neighbouring Uganda

WOrld

Race to develop Ebola vaccine heats up

Workers from the Uganda Red Cross Society don protective suits as they prepare to evacuate the hody of a suspected

Ebola victim in Kampala

outbreak in the DRC, it is just
the third caused by the Bundi-
bugyo strain, for which there
are no approved vaccines or
treatments.

The escalating nature of the
outbreak has sparked a race
to find a vaccine that can be
quickly developed, manufac-
tured then tested in humans
during clinical trials in the af-
fected region.

The World Health Organiza-
tion said on Saturday that its ex-
perts had determined “the most
promising candidate vaccine”
was a single-dose shot using the
rvsv platform.

The only licensed Ebola vac-
cine, which targets the more
common Zaire strain, uses the
same platform.

Al gains must benefit
workers, says UN

AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

of the UN’s International La-

bour Organization.

he gains generated by ar-

tificial intelligence must
benefit workers and do so
in a fair manner, the United
Nations’ labour agency said
Monday.

Al is transforming the world
of work, changing how value is
created and how decisions are
made, at speed and at scale,
said Gilbert Houngbo, the head

“Workers everywhere must
be able to share the produc-
tivity gains generated by Al
Those gains must be distribut-
ed fairly through better wages,
stronger labour protections,
and more inclusive growth,”
he told the annual Interna-
tional Labour Conference,
which sets the 1LO’s broad
policies.

The non-profit International
AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI)
announced Monday it had
reached a deal with the Uni-
versity of Texas Medical Branch
to develop the rvsv candidate.

The university’s Thomas
Geisbert led work on both the
Bundibugyo candidate and the
licensed Zaire jab.

Geisbert told AFP last month
that 2013 research demonstrat-
ed his jab provided very strong
protection against Bundibugyo
in monkeys.

However the vaccine “just sat
there” for more than a decade
because of a lack of interest, in
particular from pharmaceutical
firms, the virologist added.

The WHO estimated it would
take seven to nine months be-

fore the rvsv vaccine is ready
to be tested in humans.

‘Fast-track’

Also on Monday, the Coali-
tion for Epidemic Preparedness
Innovations (CEPI) announced
funding to “fast-track” develop-
ment of three Bundibugyo vac-
cine candidates, including $3.2
million towards the rvsv jab.

WHO chief Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus, who visited the
epicentre of the outbreak in the
DRC on the weekend, said in a
statement the funding was “an
important step forward”.

Another vaccine candidate
receiving CEPI funding was de-
veloped on the University of
Oxford’s ChAdOx1 platform,
which also underpinned Astra-

‘We need to act now

Zeneca’s Covid vaccine.

This viral vector jab -- which
will be manufactured by the
huge Serum Institute of India --
could become available for clin-
ical trials within two to three
months, the WHO said.

CEPI also said it had com-
mitted $50 million to a vaccine
candidate being developed
by US pharma giant Moderna
which uses the mRNA technol-
ogy pioneered in its Covid vac-
cine.

In apreprint paper published
online last week, researchers at
France’s INSERM institute called
for trials to see if the licenced
Zaire vaccine could also help
fight Bundibugyo.

$50 million pledge

Also on Monday, the Gavi
vaccine alliance announced it
would make up to $50 million
available for Bundibugyo vac-
cine efforts.

“We need to act now to ensure
that, once one or more vaccine
candidates are ready, manu-
facturers are in a position to
start producing doses at scale,”
Gavi CEO Sania Nishtar said in
a statement.

IAVI president Mark Feinberg
told a press conference on Mon-
day that Gavi’s new commit-
ment could fund the production
of roughly 500,000 doses.

It also provided a “signal to
manufacturers they can make
this investment and not carry
excessive risk,” he added.

Even once doses for a trial
are ready, there will be chal-
lenges in deploying them in a
vast, remote area of the DRC
that is already suffering crises
including hunger, malaria and

conflict.

Gaining the trust of commu-
nities where vaccines will be
trialled will be crucial, the WHO
emphasised.

And once a trial is finally car-
ried out, there is no guarantee
it will demonstrate the vaccine
works.

“We have reasons to be-
lieve that we can generate ef-
fective vaccines, but we don’t
want to downplay at all that
we have to treat them as in-
vestigational products,” CEPI
CEO Richard Hatchett said last
week.

There are also several efforts
to quickly trial several Bundib-
ugyo treatments, including an-
tivirals called remdesivir and
obeldesivir, and the monoclonal
antibody MBP134.

SAIC to build first European EV plant in Spain

AFP | Madrid, Spain

hinese automaker SAIC Mo-

tor will build its first elec-
tric vehicle factory in Europe
in the northwestern Spanish
region of Galicia, regional au-
thorities said yesterday.

The plant is expected to begin
construction in the port of A Co-
runain 2027 and start operation
at the end of the following year,
with a yearly production tar-
get 0f 120,000 vehicles, said the
head of the regional government
of Galicia, Alfonso Rueda.

The project will involve an
initial investment of around 200
million euros ($215 million) and
is expected to create 2,300 jobs,
he told a news conference.

Spain is particularly attractive
to Chinese investors because its
economy is growing at one of
the fastest rates in Europe and
energy costs remain relatively
low due to the country’s bet on
renewable power.

Bilateral ties have strength-
ened in recent years, with
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez visiting China four

times over in the past three
years,

The closer times some as
relations between Europe and
the United States have strained
under President Donald Trump.

Chinese carmakers have
quickly built up their presence
in the lucrative European auto
market, buoyed by technologi-
cal advances and EU rules that
call for 90 percent of all cars
sold in the bloc to be elec-
tric by 2035.

SAIC has been selling
hybrid and Evs in Eu-

rope under the MG brand for
several years.

In recent weeks, several Chi-
nese car brands have said they
plan to manufacture in Europe,
a move that would allow them
to avoid EU customs duties and
reduce transport issues.

Chinese relive ‘wonderful’ youth in viral sneak-eating contest

AFP | Beijing, China

itting in a fake classroom
mocked-up in a Beijing mall,
hundreds of Chinese adults

spent the weekend reliving their
rebellious childhoods as they

took part in a "school sneak-eat-
ing” contest.

Using everything from text-
books and water bottles to piec-
es of paper as cover, participants
competed to see if they could
scoff a variety of snacks right
under the teacher-referee’s nose.

Sunday’s competition, organ-
ised by the mall and publicised
online, is just one iteration of a

nostalgia-driven craze that has
taken Chinese social media by
storm in recent weeks.

"I used to sneak-eat snacks
during class when I was a kid
too, though not very often,” ad-
mitted contestant An Dahua, 22.

"It really brought back child-
hood memories... I just kept my
eyes glued to the teacher the
whole time.”

For An, seeing adults in their
40s and 50s act as sneakily
snacking youths "really stirred
something”.

"I couldn’t help but think
about how wonderful our child-
hood was,” she told AFP.

Peckish participants sat in
pairs at classroom desks, avoid-
ing the watchful eye of the ref-
eree, who organisers said was a
teacher in real life.

A sign above the chalkboard
urged students to "study hard
and make progress every day”
-- a common slogan in Chinese
classrooms.

As the mock class progressed,
participants used various items
to hide their chewing.

Those who managed to finish
all their snacks within 10 min-
utes without being caught were
declared victors and progressed
to the next round.

Outside a perimeter marked
with red ropes, onlookers
snapped pictures and chuckled
to each other while other shop-
pers at the mall simply walked
by. "Everyone is usually so busy
with their everyday life, and hav-
ing activities like this on week-
ends or holidays can really help
people unwind,” said An.

For 24-year-old Kang Wei-
jing, another contestant inter-
viewed by AFP, the event offered
a chance to experience the more
simple pleasures of being a kid.

"This event allowed us to re-
live that same childhood joy all
over again,” he said.
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INTERNATIONAL MARKETING
COMPANY W.L.L CLEANTEC
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER (GENERAL),
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 36636640 or HAN-
ANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM

EYE LINE CONTRACTING has
a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION),
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33391968 or WAB-
DULLA979@GMAIL.COM

CROWN GOLD W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of
JEWELRY GOLDSMITH (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 37733893 or
HIMANSHU@SCSGOLD.COM

INTERNATIONAL MARKETING
COMPANY W.L.L CLEANTEC
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER (GENERAL),
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 36636640 or HAN-
ANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM

WADI SAFA SAMOSA has a
vacancy for the occupation of
SANDWICHES MAKER, suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 39307032 or WADI.ALSA-
FA@YAHOO.COM

JOSEPHINE FARROVINCE
CRUZ COMBINED FACILITIES
W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of CARPENTER,
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 36484758 or AT-
TAU3421@GMAIL.COM

CIRCLE INTEGRATED SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER (GENERAL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
17822228 or hrdept@circle.bh

DESHDASHTI TAILORING has a
vacancy for the occupation of
TAILOR, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 36581119
or SUANAHI41@GMAIL.COM

AHMED ALl YAQOOB AL-
HAMAR ( BAHAR ALGHAZAN 1
/ 11720 ) has a vacancy for the
occupation of SEAMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 17675135 or ahmedal-
hamar10@gmail.com

LOTUS HOTEL has a vacancy
for the occupation of CON-
CIERGE(HOTEL), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
17251444 or NAMALCO@
BATELCO.COM.BH

Geolog Surface Logging DMCC
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SUPERVISOR, suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 35106646 or M.TEBBAL@
GEOLOG.COM

FLOW SAFE MECHANICAL
W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALES REP-
RESENTATIVE  (INDUSTRIAL
PRODUCTS), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact
39549744 or FSMBAHRAIN@
GMAIL.COM

BAHRAIN TRUST CAR CARE
W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of TECHNICIAN
WORKER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33133078
or Autocare.bh@gmail.com

AVENUE DESIGN W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER(SALES), suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 34199634 or AVENUEDE-
SIGN.BH@GMAIL.COM

EVER SHINE FAST WAY CON-
TRACTING CO. W.LL has a
vacancy for the occupation of
OFFICE HELPER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
66627665 or FASTWAYBAH@
GMAIL.COM

Al Sahel Resort B.S.C. (Closed)
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of RECEPTIONIST (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17561327 or
hr@edamah.com

TRIPLE SEVEN SALON has a
vacancy for the occupation
of HAIR DRESSER, suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 36626993 or ZAKARIYAA-
LI777@GMAIL.COM

WHITE LIFE SERVICES W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
39183582 or ELVISLUSIBA@
GMAIL.COM

ALPHA PRO CHOICE SERVICES
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
13115433 or SADIYAGROUP-
BH22@GMAIL.COM

FOOD CORNER CITY CO. W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of COOK(ASSISTANT),
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17535982 or BUTA-
LAL1953@YAHOO0.COM

VV  TECHNICAL SERVICES
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 34251370 or VISHNUVART-
HANGANESHAN@GMAIL.COM

City Point Hotel W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of
TECHNICIAN(MAINTENANCE),
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17500794 or
ayman@sevenleisure.net

Plastico Bahrain W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of
WORKER/PACKER, suitably
qualified applicants can contact
39011118 or hr@plasticobh.com

Aburi restaurant wll has a va-
cancy for the occupation of
COOK(GENERAL), suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 17382838 or MOHAMED.
ZUBAIR@BHOLDRESTAU-
RANTS.COM

EBENEZER BUILDING CON-
TRACTS has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL,  suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 33130880 or hanan.
adel3313@gmail.com

Advisor Gate Information Tech-
nology has a vacancy for the
occupation of REPAIRER(ELEC-
TRONIC EQUIPMENTS), suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 17340455 or witsolu-
tions@ymail.com

YASIR [QBAL CONSULTANCY
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE HELPER,
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 34354463 or INFO.
TRUEOUTH@GMAIL.COM

NK RESHMA INTERIOR DECO-
RATION W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of PAINT-
ER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 38280018
or MANOJANVADAKARA615@
GMAIL.COM

SANAD 2 PHARMACY W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ACCOUNTANTS, suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 33560613 or tabarak.
Imra@gmail.com

BO DOUMA FOR CONSULTANT
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE WORKER HELP-
ER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34465069 or
SAEEDYAQOOB86@GMAIL.COM

ABU RIAZ COLD STORE has
a vacancy for the occupation
of SALESMAN (GROCERY OR
COLDSTORE), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact

66698690 or RASHAIDKHAD-
AM@YAH00.COM

Real Value Contracting WLL has
avacancy for the occupation of
QUANTITY SURVAIR, suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 36767312 or INFO@REAL-
VALUECONTRACTING.COM

Devji & Co. has a vacancy for
the occupation of JEWELRY
GOLDSMITH (GENERAL), suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 17104751 or dharma-
jith.tm@devji.com

APEX FUND SERVICES BAH-
RAIN WLL has a vacancy for the
occupation of ACCOUNTANTS,
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 37111326 or bh_
admin@apexgroup.com

TEA TIME W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WAITER,
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39867872 or
HASH2H2@GMAIL.COM

JUPITER TRADING W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER(SALES), suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 33166430 or skynewsy5@
GMAIL.COM

TASHYEED HOSPITALITY W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER (GENERAL),
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 17729935 or man-
nai.hr@mannaitrading.com

UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for
the occupation of FITTER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 17491190 or usmc@
batelco.com.bh

RUFAIDA SANDWICHES has
a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKERS(FOOD & BEV-
ERAGES INDUSTRY), suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 33608566 or angelemari-
yam5@gmail.com

GEO STAR CONSTRUCTION
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SUPERVISOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 33375865 or samerilt-
af@gmail.com

AFTER CHAI CATERING SER-
VICES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORK-
ER(JUICE & SANDWICHES),
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 39966670 or
AMEERKNASAB786@GMAIL.
COM

S PLAZA SUITES HOTEL W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLERK(HOTEL RECEP-
TION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39992285 or
SAEEDRADHI52@GMAIL.COM

SVITZER BAHRAIN W.L.L has
a vacancy for the occupation
of MECHANIC, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
66958580 or ahmad.hamdy@
svitzer.com

LUXURY COMMUNICATION
EQUIPMENT EST has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35418281 or
SYEDNAVEEDO0011@GMAIL.COM

ALBAROON WORLD SMART
SYSTEMS & TRADING has a
vacancy for the occupation of
TECHNICIAN WORKER, suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 17681757 or XBAHRAIN@
HOTMAIL.COM

BLUE OCEAN MACHIN-
ERY&EQUIPMENT W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
35483872 or BOGCRANES@
GMAIL.COM

Jassim Kowaitan Services has
a vacancy for the occupation of
TECHNICIAN WORKER, suitably

qualified applicants can con-
tact 36969484 or KOWAITAN@
OUTLOOK.COM

AL HELLI SUPERMARKET B.S.C
CLOSED has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33572333 or
hanan@ALHELLI.COM

TRIDENT CLEANING SOLUTION
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 37707040 or
MOHAMMEDMOBEE@GMAIL.
COM

Riffa Kirk has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(JUICE
& SANDWICHES), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
39457868 or mr-adnan999@
hotmail.com

CREATIVE STYLE W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation of
ESTIMATOR(COST),  suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 17464443 or HR2@CRE-
ATIVESTYLE.COM.BH

Dream World Construction Co.
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the
occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact
34111999 or sharef.works@
gmail.com

GULF CITY CLEANING W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
39641612 or yousif@aanass.
net

2003 AUTO SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation
of MECHANIC, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
66708118 or info@awtadi.com

COLORS OF FRUITS FOOD
TRADING W.L.L. has a vacancy
for the occupation of SALES
AGENT, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33132556 or
OMSAIF342@GMAIL.COM

SEVEN HILLS BAHRAIN W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suit-
ably  qualified applicants
can contact 17403548 or in-
fo@7hills-group.com

AMSTER CONSULTANCY W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of SALES OFFICER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 66337911 or parvathi.
amster@gmail.com

RED AND GREEN JUICE W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(JUICE), suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 13105727 or BAHRAIN-
HOPE22@GMAIL.COM

QUANTUM AUTO SERVICES
has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MECHANIC, suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 33060461 or QUANTU-
MAUTSERVICE.BH@GMAIL.COM

PARKMATE SERVICES BAH-
RAIN W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 37157449
or info@parkmatebh.com

GOLDEN BOOR CHIMNEY
CLEANING SERVICES has a
vacancy for the occupation of
DRIVER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39950399
or MAHMOOD.BOOR1986@
GMAIL.COM

CIAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17211188 or
LAYLA.HAJI@JOSEPHGALLA-
GHER.CO.UK

AL ANSARI GLOBAL BUSINESS
SOLUTION has a vacancy for
the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39009991
or ALANSARIBUSINESSSOLU-
TION@GMAIL.COM

BLUE ROSE AUTO ACCESSO-
RISES & UPHOLSTERY W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 33346825 or DAILY-
TASK605@GMAIL.COM

DAR AL BARAKA MARKET
W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 39679967 or NAZARH-
ALAB@GMAIL.COM

KENTUCKY has a vacancy for
the occupation of COOK(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36051050
or ssaleh@AMERICANA-FOOD.
CcoM

ALHILAL MEDICAL CENTER
MANAMA BSC CLOSED has a
vacancy for the occupation of
NURSE(GENERAL),  suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 39338879 or HRD@AL-
HILALHEALTHCARE.COM

SOUTH GATE CONSTRUCTION
AND CLEANING has a vacancy
for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 77061717 or
YKHALFAN@GMAIL.COM

HEALTH WELLNESS BY NISHA
W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of MASSEUR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 33612936 or INFO@
HEALTHWELLNESSBYNISHA.
COoM

ABU ARHAM ELECTRONICS RE-
PAIRS W.L.L has a vacancy for
the occupation of TECHNICIAN,
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 34360407 or BAH-
RAINACREPAIR@GMAIL.COM

AL SHARIF HOT AND FRESH
W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of COOK(ASSIS-
TANT), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35495060 or
SAJIDAMJAD786@GMAIL.COM

TEAM CONSTRUCTION has a
vacancy for the occupation of
MASON, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39289289
or teamco98@gmail.com

QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has
a vacancy for the occupation
of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact
17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.
bh

QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has
a vacancy for the occupation
of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact
17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh

Al Muneeb Cool Repairing
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of REPAIRMAN (GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33157153 or
zubairhunjra781@gmail.com

NAZAR MAHMOOD COMPANY
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DRIVER, suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 33656873 or DREAMEY-
ES444@HOTMAIL.COM

HANA BEAUTY SALON has a
vacancy for the occupation of
BEAUTICIAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact
36166237 or AYSHABSLR27@
GMAIL.COM

Joseph Gallagher Limited- for-
eign branch has a vacancy for
the occupation of ELECTRI-

MANAMA BEAUTY SALON
W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of HAIRDRESSER,
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33993272 or NEW-
BLUEMOONTRADING@GMAIL.
CcoM

HARDEEZ & KENTUCKY
RESTAURANT has a vacancy

for the occupation of COOK(-
GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact
17262998 or ssaleh@ameri-
cana-food.com

DISCOUNT CARGO HANDLING
COMPANY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of
DRIVER(HEAVY VEHICLE), suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 37329044 or UMAR-
BHH6@GMAIL.COM

KENTUCKY has a vacancy for
the occupation of COOK(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17262998 or
SSALTH@AMERCIANA.BH

LAYALPUR MAINTENANCE
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GEN-
ERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36902258 or
AHMRAZA134@GMAIL.COM

RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO.
W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SUPERVISOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 17830801 or Abbas@
ramsis.com.bh

MIDAC COMPUTER has a va-
cancy for the occupation of
TECHNICIAN(COMPUTER),
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 38888675 or AB-
DUL-MUNEER@HOTMAIL.COM

SPARKLE SHINE CLEANING
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy
for the occupation of OFFICE
ASSISTANT, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact
37181821 or sparkleshineser-
vices.bh@gmail.com

AL BURNI COLD STORE has
a vacancy for the occupation
of WORKER(SALES), suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 37377474 or ALI_ALBAR-
NI@HOTMAIL.CO.UK

Hardee;s has a vacancy for the
occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17262998 or
SSALEH@AMERICANA.BH

REEF PERFUMES TRADING
BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COM-
PANY has a vacancy for the
occupation of SALES SUPERVI-
SOR (RETAIL TRADE), suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 39888163 or MAHMOUD.
RADWAN@REEF.SA

HOUSE OF HAPPINESS FOR
WOMEN  MASSAGE has a
vacancy for the occupation
of MASSEUR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact
37777853 or MONAAMINS60@
GMAIL.COM

REZIA KHATUN RESTAURANT
W.L.L has a vacancy for the
occupation of WAITER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can
contact 36046889 or ARIZONA-
SERVICES33@GMAIL.COM

KARZKAN COAST BAKEARY
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of BREAD BAKER, suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 39939974 or samialmul-
la15@gmail.com

MONISH CONSTRUCTION W.L.L
has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33664969 or
ANANTHMONISH@GMAIL.COM

VISIT BAHRAIN W.L.L has a
vacancy for the occupation
of MANAGER (OPERATIONS),
suitably qualified applicants
can contact 33334274 or ac-
counts@visitbahrain.bh

AL MOHAMMEDIA AUTO-UP-
HOLSTERY W.LL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of
UPHOLSTERER(CAR), suitably
qualified applicants can con-
tact 34103333 or Sjbreel5@
gmail.com
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WHO Praises Saudi
Arabia for Safe 2026 Hajj

lobal health leaders
have praised Saudi
Arabia’s manage-
ment of the 2026
Hajj season after the pilgrimage
concluded without any con-
firmed or suspected cases of
epidemic disease, despite ongo-
ing international health threats.
Saudi Health Minister Fahad
bin Abdulrahman AlJalajel said
the Kingdom’s efforts to pro-
tect pilgrims also contributed
to wider global health security.
“Health security for the Hajj
is global health security,” he
said, noting that the protec-
tion of millions of pilgrims from
around the world depended on
prevention, preparedness, rap-
id response and international
cooperation.
The World Health Organi-
zation’s Director-General, Dr.
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus,

congratulated Saudi Arabia on
delivering a safe pilgrimage and
praised the work of the King-
dom’s healthcare teams.

Saudi authorities said the
remarks reflected growing in-
ternational confidence in the
country’s ability to safely man-
age one of the world’s largest
annual gatherings.

Dr. Hanan Balkhy, WHO Re-
gional Director for the East-
ern Mediterranean, also com-
mended Saudi Arabia’s use of
advanced technology during
the season, including robotics,
drones and health-monitoring
systems used to track pilgrims
throughout their journey.

She said WHO teams moni-
tored disease risks throughout
the Hajj period and described
the outcome as evidence of a
strong system capable of han-
dling the health risks linked to

mass gatherings.

The praise followed the Min-

istry of Health’s announcement
that the Hajj season passed
without any epidemic outbreak,
which resulted from one of the
Kingdom’s largest-ever health-
care operations.

Authorities strengthened
health entry requirements
before the pilgrimage and ex-
panded disease surveillance
across ports and holy sites.
Rapid-response teams, field ep-
idemiology units and advanced
laboratory systems were also
activated throughout the sea-
son.

Multilingual awareness cam-
paigns and heat-stress preven-
tion initiatives were launched

to support pilgrims during the
summer pilgrimage period.

no cases of Ebola, Hantavirus or

Saudi officials confirmed that

YOU

KNOW WHAT

e 2026 Hajj Health
Operation

« 52,000+ healthcare
workers deployed
during Hajj

e 7,700 paramedics
stationed across
pilgrimage sites.

e 20,000+ hospital
beds prepared for
pilgrims

» 3,800 beds dedicated
to the holy sites

e 2.46 million medical
services delivered
during the season

e 1 million+ hotline
calls handled through
the Ministry’s “937”
service

* No epidemic disease
cases detected
among pilgrims

any other epidemic disease
were detected among pilgrims.

The Ministry of Health said

the successful season high-
lighted Saudi Arabia’s growing
leadership in mass gathering
medicine and reaffirmed its
commitment to protecting pil-
grims and global public health.

GCC condemns ‘Iranian attacks’ on Kuwait

Secretary-General calls incidents a “serious escalation” and violation
of sovereignty

he Secretary-General
Tof the Gulf Cooper-
ation Council (Gco),
Jasem Mohamed Albudaiwi,
strongly condemned what he
described as continued Iranian
hostile attacks targeting Ku-
wait, calling them a dangerous
escalation and a violation of
international law.
In a statement issued by
the Gcc General Secretariat

in Riyadh, Albudaiwi said the and irresponsible escalation” community and the UN Security
incidents represented “a serious and a “blatant breach” of Ku- Council to assume their respon-

wait’s sovereignty, as well as of
international laws and norms.
He warned that such actions
pose a direct threat to regional
security and stability.

uation of these attacks reflects
a rejected pattern of behaviour
that undermines ongoing re-
gional and international efforts
to maintain peace and security.

The Gcc chief said the contin-

He urged the international

sibilities and take a firm and de-
terrent stance against what he
described as serious violations
that threaten both regional and
global peace.

Albudaiwi also stressed that
Kuwait’s security is an integral
part of the security of all Gcc
member states. He added that
the Gulf states stand united in
full solidarity with Kuwait and
support all measures it takes
to safeguard its security and
sovereignty.

Kuwait, IAEA discuss
nuclear safety

uwait’s Foreign
Minister Sheikh
Jarrah Jaber Al-Ah-

mad Al-Sabah has held talks
with the Director General
of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA), Rafael
Grossi, during an official visit
to the country on Monday.
The meeting in Kuwait City
highlighted cooperation be-
tween the Gulf state and the
UN nuclear watchdog, with
discussions focused on the
peaceful use of nuclear ener-
gy, as well as strengthening
international standards for
nuclear safety and security.
During the talks, Sheikh
Jarrah praised the IAEA’s
technical and profession-
al role in supporting global
efforts to promote safe and

peaceful nuclear applica-
tions. He also reaffirmed
Kuwait’s support for inter-
national frameworks aimed
at preventing nuclear risks.

Both sides reviewed areas
of existing cooperation and
explored ways to further
strengthen ties between Ku-
wait and the agency. Regional
developments were also dis-
cussed during the meeting,
according to officials.

Following the discussions,
the Kuwaiti Foreign Minister
hosted a luncheon in honour
of Mr Grossi and his accom-
panying delegation.

The visit comes amid on-
going international focus on
nuclear governance and re-
gional stability in the Middle
East.

Explosion Hits Cargo
Ship Near Iraq Waters

cargo vessel transit-
ing in the Arabian
ulf was struck by an

unknown projectile near Iraqi
waters, prompting an investi-
gation by maritime authorities,
according to the United King-
dom Maritime Trade Operations
(UKMTO).

UKMTO received a report of
an incident approximately 40
nautical miles southeast of Umm
Qasr, Iraq, where a large explo-
sion occurred after the vessel
was hit on its starboard side.

The nature of the projectile

has not yet been confirmed, and
authorities have not attributed
responsibility for the incident.

No environmental impact has
been reported at this stage, UK-
MTO added.

Investigations are currently
under way to determine the
circumstances surrounding the
explosion.

Maritime authorities have ad-
vised all vessels operating in the
area to proceed with caution
and to report any suspicious ac-
tivity to UKMTO as monitoring
continues.

Bahrain Condemns Iranian Missile

and Drone Attacks

he Ministry
of Foreign
Affairs ex-

pressed the Kingdom
of Bahrain’s strong
condemnation and de-
nunciation of the tar-
geting of the State of
Kuwait by hostile Ira-
nian missile and drone
attacks. Bahrain considers this
a dangerous escalation that
threatens regional security and
stability, a blatant violation of
the sovereignty of the State
of Kuwait, a clear violation
of the rules of international
law, the Charter of the Unit-
ed Nations and the principles
of good neighborliness, and
a serious breach of Security

Targeting Kuwait

Council Resolution

No. (2817).
The Ministry of
Foreign Affairs af-
firmed Bahrain’s
full solidarity with
Kuwait and its com-
plete support for the
legitimate measures
it is taking to pre-
serve its sovereignty, security
and the safety of its citizens
and residents on its territory,
commending in this regard
the capabilities of the Kuwaiti
air defenses and armed forces
in confronting the repeated
and heinous Iranian attacks,
wishing Kuwait and its broth-
erly people continued security,
peace, stability and prosperity.

Kuwait airport resumes flights after upgrade works

uwait has resumed re-
ceiving and operating
flights from Arab and

international carriers at its main
airport following the completion
of repair and upgrade works,
according to the Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA).

The reopening marks the start
of a phased return to full oper-
ations at Kuwait International
Airport, with passenger services
restarting at Terminal 1. Author-
ities said the move is part of a
structured plan to restore full
capacity while maintaining op-
erational efficiency.

A series of measures have been
introduced to streamline air traf-
fic flow and improve passenger
procedures, as airport operators
prepare for an increase in flight

activity in the coming weeks.
Officials said these steps are in-
tended to ensure smooth opera-
tions across all services during
the transition period.

The phased reopening follows
the completion of infrastructure
improvements and readiness
upgrades designed to enhance
overall airport performance. Au-
thorities emphasised that the
gradual return of operations
aims to balance efficiency with
safety standards for both travel-
lers and airlines.

Officials added that the re-
opening is also intended to
strengthen Kuwait’s air trans-
port sector and improve the
airport’s ability to meet rising
demand from passengers and
international carriers.
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Bahrain name 27-player squad for

Georgiaand T

TDT | Manama

ational team head
coach Dragan Talajic
has named a 27-player

squad for the team’s upcoming
overseas training camp in Geor-
gia and Tiirkiye as preparations
continue for abusy international
calendar.

The camp will run from today
until June 10 and forms part of
Bahrain’s preparations for the
27th Gulf Cup, scheduled to be
held in Saudi Arabia from Sep-
tember 23 to October 6, as well
as the AFC Asian Cup 2027.

The squad includes goalkeep-
ers Omar Salem, Mohammed Al
Gharabli, Abdulla Al Ahmed and
Godwill Chia, alongside Abbas
Al Asfoor, Abdulla Al Khala-
si, Ahmed Bughammar, Ali Al
Doseri, Ali Madan, Ebrahim
Al Khattal, Hassan Al Karani,
Hashim Sayed Isa, Hussain Ab-
dulkarim, Komail Al Aswad,
Mahdi Abduljabbar, Mahdi Hu-
maidan, Mohammed Marhoon,
Mohammed Abdulgayoom,
Omar Saber, Saleh Al Zubaidi,
Sayed Dhiya Saeed, Sayed Mah-
di Sharaf, Vincent Emmanuel,

1l

-@

Dragan Talajic leads a training session

Waleed Al Hayyam, Mohammed Ahmed Rabeea.

Al Romaihi, Ahmed Dhiya and

urkiye training camp

where Bahrain will begin the
first phase of their preparations
with a series of training sessions
before taking on Georgia in an
international friendly on June
5 during the FIFA international
window.

Following that match, the
squad will travel to Antalya, T{ir-
kiye, to continue their training
camp ahead of a second friendly
against Syria on June 9.

The two matches will pro-
vide Talajic and his staff with
an opportunity to assess players
and further develop the squad’s
tactical and physical readiness
ahead of their upcoming com-
petitive commitments.

Bahrain will enter the Gulf
Cup later this year as defend-
ing champions after lifting the
regional title in the previous
edition. They have been drawn
in Group B alongside the UAE,
Qatar and Yemen.

The nationals are also contin-
uing their preparations for the
AFC Asian Cup 2027, which will
be held from January 7 to Febru-
ary 5. Bahrain have been drawn

departed yesterday evening for in Group B alongside Jordan,
The national team delegation the Georgian capital, Tbilisi, Uzbekistan and North Korea.

Sooryavanshi
sweeps IPL
awards, but is too
young to drive
prize

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi is awarded
the “Orange Cap” in the IPL

AFP | Ahmedabad

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi
swept the end-of-sea-
son IPL awards and in do-
ing so won an SUV, but the
15-year-old cricket prodigy
will have to wait three years
to drive it.

The Indian batting sen-
sation plundered 776 runs
at an average of 48.50 and
a punishing strike-rate of
237.30 in 16 matches.

On Sunday he was named
most valuable player, de-
spite his team Rajasthan
Royals narrowly failing to
reach the final, and he also
scooped the Orange Cap for
leading the batting charts.

He was also named
emerging player of the sea-
son, among other prizes.

Kohli dubbed ‘heartbeat’ of IPL
champions in coach Flower tribute

AFP | New Delhi

Virat Kohli was hailed as the
“heartbeat” of the Royal
Challengers Bengaluru dress-
ing room after his unbeaten 75
secured a second straight 1PL
championship.

The 37-year-old Kohli was
there at the end as Bengaluru
chased 156 to beat Gujarat Ti-
tans by five wickets in Sunday’s
final in Ahmedabad.

Dubbed the “chase master”,
Kohli finished with a six and
a total of 675 runs in the T20
tournament.

“Virat, I know you get a lot
of attention and quite rightly,”
head coach Andy Flower said
in a Royal Challengers Ben-
galuru video tribute released
yesterday.

“But I don’t want to downplay
that, because you are a heartbeat
in this dressing room.”

Kohli got the team off to a
flying start in a 62-run opening

Royal Challengers Bengaluru’s Indian cricket player Virat Kohli (C) and team

head coach Zimhabwe’s Andy Flower (L) celebrate with the trophy

stand with Venkatesh Iyer and
later anchored the chase.

He hammered Gujarat pace
bowler Kagiso Rabada for two
fours and a six to set the tone
for his team’s domination at
the 130,000-capacity Naren-
dra Modi Stadium, which was

packed with Kohli fans.

“He relishes these situations,
he looks forward to these situ-
ations where he can show how
good a player he is,” former In-
dia captain Sunil Gavaskar told
Sports Today.

“What kind of a temperament

he has, the winning mindset
that he has.”

IPL chairman Arun Dhumal
said: “Virat doesn’t need any
trophies. He is a trophy him-
self”

Bengaluru and Kohli have
been on a roll in the T20 tour-
nament since winning their first
IPL crown at the 18th attempt
last year.

Bengaluru finished top of the
10-team table after the league
stage and hammered Gujarat
in the first play-off for a direct
entry into the final.

A majority of the 90,000
crowd seemed to be wearing
Kohli’s number 18 shirt, with
chants of “Kohli, Kohli” filling
the air.

“T always say we don’t have
seven home games, we probably
have 14,” Kohli said after being
named player of the match.

“Everywhere we go, we have
fans cheering the team and re-
ally getting behind us.

Brazil thrash Panama 6-2 in World Cup send-off

AFP | Rio de Janeiro

Brazil turned on the style
with a 6-2 drubbing of
Panama on Sunday in a lopsid-
ed World Cup send-off at the
Maracana Stadium in Rio de
Janeiro.

Real Madrid star Vinicius Jr
fired the Brazilians into the lead
inside the opening minute, col-
lecting a pass from veteran mid-
fielder Casemiro before lashing
in a thunderous strike from 25
yards.

The five-time World
Cup-winners were jolted
though in the 14th minute when

Brazil’s players celebrate Vinicius Jr's opening goal

past Brazil keeper Alisson.

The combination of Vinicius
and Casemiro restored Brazil’s
advantage six minutes before
half-time.

Vinicius jinked into space on
the left hand side of the pen-
alty area, and what looked like
a curling shot destined for the
far corner was helped into the
net by a glancing header from
Casemiro.

Brazil coach Carlo Ancelotti
rang the changes at half-time,
replacing his entire starting
line-up with the exception of

Panama grabbed a freak equal- kick taking a wicked deflection Leo Pereira as the second half
iser, Michael Murillo’s free- off Matheus Cunha and sailing got under way.

Slot says he is leaving Liverpool
‘among Europe’s elite’

Arne Slot reacts during a match (file photo)

AFP | London

rne Slot says he is leaving

Liverpool “exactly where
it belongs: amongst Europe’s
elite”, in an emotional letter to
fans after his sacking as head
coach.

The Dutchman was fired
on Saturday, 12 months after
winning the Premier League,
following a miserable title de-
fence which ended in a fifth-
placed finish, 25 points behind
champions Arsenal.

Despite suffering 20 defeats
in all competitions, Liverpool
secured a place in next sea-
son’s Champions League.

The club are reportedly set
to open formal talks with for-
mer Bournemouth manager
Andoni Iraola over the Anfield
vacancy this week.

In an open letter to fans pub-
lished in the Liverpool Echo
yesterday, Slot, who replaced
Jurgen Klopp in 2024, said
winning the Premier League
title in his first season was “be-
yond special”.

“Liverpool’s 20th league title
belongs to all of us and it will
remain an important chapter
in its history,” said Slot. “For
that we should all be proud.

ARNE SLOT

“This club will always judge
itself by the biggest honours.
That is how it should be.

“But I also leave knowing
the club is exactly where it be-
longs: amongst Europe’s elite.
Securing Champions League
football was an important re-
sponsibility.”

Slot, 47, said he was “priv-
ileged to witness first-hand
your spirit of compassion and
unity” after Paul Doyle drove
his car through crowds in the
city centre during last year’s
title celebrations, injuring
scores of supporters.

Doyle was jailed for more
than 21 years after he pleaded
guilty to 31 offences.

Slot also paid tribute to Por-
tuguese forward Diogo Jota,
who died in a car crash in
Spain just weeks after Liver-
pool’s title triumph.
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Ahli and Barbar bhattle

for handball crown

Al Fardan scores Barbar’s match-winner in the semi-final

TDT | Manama

1 Ahli and Barbar will
Ago head-to-head tonight

for the 2025-26 Khalid
bin Hamad Bahrain Handball
League title, with the cham-
pionship match scheduled for
7pm at Khalifa Sports City Are-
na in Isa Town.

Both teams booked their plac-
es in the final after completing
two-game sweeps in the Golden
Square semi-finals, setting up a
clash between two sides aiming
to end lengthy waits for league
glory.

Barbar are chasing their sev-
enth league title and first since
the 2018-19 season, while Al

Ahli are seeking a record-ex-
tending 20th championship and
their first league crown since
2015-16.

Barbar secured their place in
the title decider with a 25-24
victory over defending cham-
pions Al Najma, sealed by Has-
san Al Fardan’s winner in the
dying seconds. Goalkeeper Isa
Khalaf was instrumental in the
triumph, producing several key
saves in the closing stages.

Al Ahli, meanwhile, pro-
gressed after edging Al Shabab
35-33 on penalties following a
31-31 draw in regulation time.
Goalkeeper Hussain Mahfoudh
starred for Ahli, making a series
of crucial saves both late in the

Mohammed Mirza during Al Ahli training session

match and during the shootout.

The final pits Bahraini coach
Hussam Madan’s Barbar against
an Ahli side led by Serbian tacti-
cian Predrag Petljanski in what
is expected to be a closely con-
tested encounter between two
in-form teams.

Ahli will look to key perform-
ers including Ali Eid, Sayed
Ahmed Faeq, Abdulla Ali, Jassim
Al Salatna, Ali Mirza, and Qas-
sim Qambar, along with goal-
keepers Hussain Mahfoudh and
Salah Abduljaleel.

Barbar, meanwhile, will be
spearheaded by Salman Al
Showaikh, Hasan Alfardan,
Maitham Mahdi, Ali Madan,
Ali Abdulgader, Mohamed

Abdulla, and goalkeeper Isa
Khalaf.

Al Shabab have officially
secured third place after the
Bahrain Handball Federation
awarded them the position fol-
lowing Al Najma’s forfeiture of
the classification match. Najma
opted not to play the fixture as
they continue preparations for
the Asian Men’s Club League
Handball Championship, which
will be held in Kuwait from June
6 to 15.

With the domestic season set
to conclude tonight, either Ahli
will celebrate a long-awaited
return to the summit or Barbar
will end a seven-year wait to
reclaim the league title.

Bahrain confirm participation
in West Asian Championship

Bahrain celebrate West Asian Championship triumph in 2019

TDT | Manama

he Bahrain Football Asso-

ciation has confirmed that
the national team will take part
in the West Asian Champion-
ship, scheduled to be held in
Oman next November.

The tournament falls within
the FIFA international match
window, ensuring full availa-
bility of national team players
for the competition.

The 2026 West Asian Foot-
ball Federation (WAFF) Cham-
pionship will mark the 10th
edition of the regional tourna-
ment, bringing together all 12
member associations for the
first time.

The competition has un-
dergone several scheduling
changes in recent years, orig-
inally planned for 2021 before

being postponed multiple
times and later rescheduled,
with Oman ultimately con-
firmed as hosts.

Bahrain will be making their
fifth appearance in the com-
petition, having last featured
in 2019.

The national team’s best
performance remains their
most recent triumph, when
they clinched the ninth edition
title last August in Iraq after a
1-0 win over the hosts in the
final, courtesy of Isa Musa’s
goal.

The expanded format will
feature a strong field including
Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon,
Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Syria, the United Arab
Emirates and Yemen, setting
up a highly competitive edition
of the tournament.

Serena Williams announces return to tennis at Queen’s Club

AFP | London

erena Williams confirmed

her return to tennis after
an absence of nearly four years
yesterday, with the American
great set to play women’s dou-
bles at Queen’s club later this
month.

The 44-year-old, a 23-time
Grand Slam singles champion,
has not played since a third-
round loss at the 2022 US Open.

The former world number
one posted the message, “Good
news travels fast” along with
a video of her on court in an
all-white Nike tennis dress and
with her phone buzzing rapidly
in the background.

Her imminent return has been
touted since it was revealed in
December she had re-entered
the anti-doping programme -- a
prerequisite to play on the tour
again.

At the time she denied she
was planning a return to com-

Serena Williams reacts during a match (file photo)

petitive tennis by posting on
social media: “Omgyall, 'm NOT
coming back. This wildfire is
crazy.”

But the American has been
given a wild card for the wom-
en’s doubles at Queen’s in Lon-
don, reportedly alongside young

Canadian Victoria Mboko.

“Queen’s Club feels like the
perfect place to begin this next
chapter,” said Williams, who
won the Wimbledon singles title
seven times.

“Grass has given me some of
the most meaningful moments

of my career, and I’'m excited to
be back competing on one of the
sport’s most iconic stages.”

The women’s event at Queen’s
starts on June 8.

“Serena Williams is one of the
greatest athletes the world has
ever seen, and we’re delighted
that she will be making her re-
turn to tennis at the LTA’s HSBC
Championships,” said WTA tour-
nament director Laura Robson.

“Women’s tennis made a his-
toric return to the Queen’s Club
last year, and now we have an
icon of the game stepping back
on to court.”

Williams said in 2022 she did
not want to use the word “retir-
ing” but instead explained she
was “evolving” away from ten-
nis. The American’s 23 Grand
Slam singles titles are the most
by a woman in the Open era and
put her second on all the all-
time list in the women’s behind
Australian Margaret Court’s
tally of 24.

Kalinskaya and Cobolli
reach French Open quarters

Italy’s Flavio Cobolli plays a forehand return to US Zachary Svajda

AFP | Paris

nna Kalinskaya and Flavio

Cobolli booked their plac-
es in the French Open quar-
ter-finals on Sunday, while
Paris Saint-Germain’s Cham-
pions League heroes received
awarm reception from the Ro-
land Garros crowd.

Russian Kalinskaya ad-
vanced after a dramatic 6-4,
2-6, 7-6 (10/7) victory over
28th seed Anastasia Potapo-
va, who was unable to capital-
ise after stunning defending
champion Coco Gauff in the
previous round.

Potapova twice served for
the match in the deciding set
but failed to close it out as Ka-
linskaya fought back to prevail
in a tense match tie-break.

Polish qualifier Maja Chwa-
linska also continued her im-
pressive run in Paris, defeat-
ing France’s Diane Parry 6-3,
6-2 to end home hopes in the
women’s singles draw.

Parry’s exit left the French
crowd disappointed, but fans
were later treated to a cele-

bratory appearance by Paris
Saint-Germain stars Ousmane
Dembele, Desire Doue, War-
ren Zaire-Emery and Bradley
Barcola.

The quartet paraded the
club’s two Champions League
trophies on Court Philippe
Chatrier after PSG secured a
second consecutive European
title on Saturday.

In the men’s draw, Italian
10th seed Flavio Cobolli sur-
vived a late wobble to defeat
American Zachary Svajda 6-2,
6-3,6-7 (3/7), 7-6 (7/5).

Cobolli appeared to be cruis-
ing to victory when he opened
a4-0lead in the fourth set and
later moved 5-1 ahead, only for
Svajda to stage a remarkable
fightback and force a tie-break.

The Italian eventually re-
gained his composure to seal
victory and reach the second
Grand Slam quarter-final of his
career after last year’s Wim-
bledon Championships.

“The match is never done
and today I almost shit in my
pants,” Cobolli said. “I’'m hap-
py but I'm still nervous.”
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