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Co n g re s s  c a n  g e t 
us closer to a saf-

er America and future 
for our kids – By ban-
ning assault weapons, 
expanding background 
checks, and eliminating 
gun manufacturers’ im-
munity from liability. It’s 
common sense.

@POTUS

Don’t Look Up … but 
AGI instead of comet

@elonmusk

#COVID19 exacerbated 
long-standing health 

workforce challenges 
that continue to threat-
en health systems. Ahead 
of the 5th Global Forum 
on Human Resources for 
Health, my @LinkedIn 
piece reflects on how to 
go beyond applause & 
really support #health-
workers.

@DrTedros

As we mark the 75th 
anniversary of the 

Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, our 
worst enemy is compla-
cency. The story of hu-
man rights is only half-
told. We must continue 
to make human rights 
real in the lives of people 
everywhere. #StandU-
p4HumanRights

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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News in brief 
 u The lawyer of 
Suriname’s former 
dictator Desi Bouterse 

called Friday for a court to acquit him of 
a 20-year sentence over the deaths of 15 
political prisoners. Bouterse first seized 
power in a 1980 coup and in December 
1982 allegedly rounded up 15 political 
opponents -- including lawyers, journalists 
and businessmen -- for execution at the Fort 
Zeelandia military barracks in the capital 

Paramaribo. The 77-year-old had already been sentenced to 20 years in prison in 
2019, but he has been challenging that verdict and under Surinamese law cannot 
be arrested before he exhausts the appeals processes..

 u Fifteen people were injured 
Friday when two trains derailed as 
stormy winds lashed northwestern 
Switzerland, police said. The incidents, 
on regional passenger rail lines, took place 
within 20 minutes of each other, and about 
30 kilometres (18 miles) apart, north of 
the Swiss capital Bern. Three people were 
injured in the first derailment, including 
the driver, and 12 were hurt in the second, 
including one person with serious injuries. 
Wind speeds of 136 kilometres per hour were 
recorded nearby. One train carrying 16 people derailed in the lakeside village of 
Luscherz at around 4:30 pm (1430 GMT), police said.

 u The United States said 
Friday it planned to open an 
embassy in Vanuatu, its latest 

effort to beef up its presence in the South Pacific 
where China has been seeking to expand its clout. 
An embassy in the capital Port Vila “would allow the US 
government to deepen relationships” in the archipelago 
and to step up development assistance including on 
climate, a State Department statement said. President 

Joe Biden’s administration, with bipartisan support from Congress, has been 
expanding the US role in an area that once received limited attention after a 
shock last year when China reached a security pact with the Solomon Islands..

Lawyer of Suriname ex-
dictator calls for his acquittal

US to open Vanuatu 
embassy in new Pacific boost

Fifteen hurt as two 
Swiss trains derail in storm

Deadly storms, tornadoes 
sweep through central US
• Tornadoes 
leave devastation 
across Arkansas, 
Illinois and Iowa

AFP | Washington

A major storm system bore 
down on the US east 
coast yesterday, after 

producing tornadoes and dev-
astating winds across several 
central states that killed at least 
11 people.

Multiple tornadoes swept 
through Arkansas on Friday, 
including in the capital Little 
Rock, killing at least five people, 
the state’s governor said.

Dozens of others have been 
reported injured.

Daylight revealed extensive 
damage in impacted areas, with 
several homes torn apart, cars 
overturned, and trees ripped out 
of the ground.

Governor Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders has declared a state of 

emergency and activated the 
national guard to help with re-
covery efforts.

The city of Wynne, in the 
northeastern part of the state, 
was “cut in half by damage from 
east to west,” Mayor Jennifer 
Hobbs told CNN.

The National Weather Service 
had also issued tornado warn-
ings for several other states, 
from as far north as Iowa to the 
southern state of Mississippi, 
where a twister just last week 

killed 25 people and caused ex-
tensive property damage.

Calamity struck in the Illinois 
town of Belvidere, outside of 
Chicago, when severe weather 
caused the roof and part of the 
facade of the Apollo Theater 
to collapse while a heavy-met-
a l  b a n d  p l a ye d  o n  s t a g e  
inside.

TV footage showed emergency 
personnel carrying out injured 
concert-goers on stretchers, 
while video posted on social 

media showed rubble -- some 
nearly waist-high -- on the floor 
of the concert venue, and a gap-
ing hole in the roof.

Belvidere Fire Chief Shawn 
Schadle reported one death and 
28 injuries, including five people 
who were hospitalized with se-
rious injuries.

In the neighbouring state 
of Indiana, three people were 
killed by a storm in Sullivan 
County, several US media re-
ported, citing local authorities.

Overnight tornadoes also 
claimed one life in Pontotoc 
County, Mississippi, and one 
in Madison County, Alabama, 
emergency officials reported 
yesterday.

At least 154,000 homes were 
without power yesterday, ac-
cording to the US Poweroutage 
website.

As the system made its way 
to the US east coast yesterday, 
several mid-Atlantic states were 
under high wind warnings.

“Maximum wind gusts could 
approach 60 miles (100 kilome-
ters) per hour throughout much 
of the Appalachians, upper Ohio 
Valley and Mid-Atlantic today,” 
the National Weather System 
warned.

Tornadoes are common in the 
United States, especially in the 
centre and south of the country.

President Joe Biden on Friday 
visited the Mississippi city of 
Rolling Fork, one of the worst-
hit areas in last week’s tornado.

In December 2021, tornadoes 
killed about 80 people in Ken-
tucky.

Pope Francis leaves hospital, 
quips ‘I am still alive’

AFP | Rome

A jovial Pope Francis joked with 
well-wishers yesterday as he 

left hospital after a three-night 
stay for bronchitis, and headed 
back to the Vatican to prepare 
for Christianity’s most important 
week.

The 86-year-old pontiff, who 
was admitted to Rome’s Gemel-
li hospital on Wednesday with 
breathing difficulties, got out 
of the car transporting him and 
smiled and joked with the crowd.

Asked by someone how he felt, 
he quipped twice with a big smile 
“I am still alive!”

Francis will now begin prepa-
rations for Holy Week and Easter, 
the most important week in the 
Christian calendar.

The pontiff felt unwell Wednes-
day after a general audience in St 
Peter’s Square, but his condition 
improved after he was given an-
tibiotics.

On Friday, the pope visited the 
children’s cancer ward at the hos-
pital, handing out chocolate East-

er eggs and baptising a weeks-old 
baby boy.

As he left yesterday, he reached 
out to bless sick people, and 
stopped to hug and pray with 
distraught parents whose young 
daughter had just died.

The Argentine pope confirmed 
yesterday he will preside over 
Palm Sunday mass in St Peter’s 
Square, the start of a busy week of 
events leading up to Easter.

Musk’s AI letter is a ‘hot mess’ of hype, say critics
AFP | Washington

A letter signed by Elon Musk 
and hundreds of experts 

calling for a pause in the devel-
opment of artificial intelligence 
is a “hot mess” of “AI hype” that 
even misrepresents an academic 
paper, critics say.

Billionaire Tesla boss Musk 
and other luminaries wrote that 
“AI systems with human-com-
petitive intelligence can pose 
profound risks to society and 
humanity”.

But Timnit Gebru, whose 
academic paper was cited to 
support that claim, wrote on 
Twitter that her article actually 
warns against making such in-
flated claims about AI.

“They basically say the oppo-
site of what we say and cite our 
paper,” she wrote.

Her co-author Emily Bender 
said the letter was a “hot mess” 
and was “just dripping with AI 

hype”.
The risks of AI, she wrote, 

were never about AI being “too 
powerful” but rather they were 
“about concentration of power 
in the hands of people, about 
reproducing systems of oppres-

sion, about damage to the infor-
mation ecosystem”.

The open letter, published on 
Wednesday on the website of 
the Musk-funded Future of Life 
Institute, called for a six-month 
pause in development of power-
ful AI systems.

The signatories, who included 
academics and tech titans like 
Apple co-founder Steve Wozni-
ak, argued that the pause should 
be used to bolster regulation 
and ensure the systems were 
safe.

Climate activists turn landmark Rome fountain black
AFP | Rome

Climate activists in Italy 
turned a Baroque-style 

fountain at the foot of Rome’s 
Spanish Steps black yesterday, 
in a protest they said evoked an 
“end of the world” scenario.

Three activists from the an-
ti-climate change organisa-
tion Last Generation poured a 
vegetable-based carbon liquid 
into the landmark 17th-century 
fountain, known to Romans as 
La Barcaccia, before being es-
corted away by police.

The fountain, in the shape of 
a boat, was designed by famed 
Italian sculptor Pietro Bernini.

Popular tradition has it he 
was inspired by the discovery 

in 1598 of a boat in the square 
after it was washed inland by a 
flooding Tiber river, Last Gen-
eration said.

Turning the water black 
“foreshadows the ‘end of the 
world’ scenario we are heading 
for, as we increasingly step on 

the accelerator: drought alter-
nating with devastating floods, 
which will put an end to life on 
Earth, along with heat waves,” 
it said in a statement.

Last Generation began carry-
ing out peaceful but disruptive 
protests in Italy last year ahead 
of the general election, urging 
politicians from all parties to 
make climate change their pri-
ority.

The protests in Italy are part 
of a series of actions across Eu-
rope to focus attention on cli-
mate change.

Activists have thrown soup, 
cake, mashed potatoes or wash-
able paint at heritage and cul-
ture sites and artworks in mu-
seums.

The damaged remains of a neighbourhood is seen in Little Rock, Arkansas

Elon Musk

The Barcaccia Fountain at Piazza di Spagna in Rome’s historic centre, after the 
activists poured black liquid

Pope Francis leaves the Gemelli hospital

Andrew Tate moved from detention to house arrest in Romania
AFP | Bucharest

Controversial influencer An-
drew Tate and his broth-

er were released after three 
months detention in Romania 
and moved to house arrest 
while they are investigated for 
alleged human trafficking and 
rape.

Tate, a British-American for-
mer kickboxer with millions 

of online followers, along with 
his younger brother and two 
Romanian women, are under 
investigation for allegedly 
“forming an organised crimi-
nal group, human trafficking 
and rape”.

Tate, 36, and his brother 
Tristan, 34, were arrested in 
late December, and have been 
held in pre-trial detention ever 
since, which was again extend-
ed last week.

However, an appeals court 

“rejected the prosecution’s pro-
posal to extend the pre-trial 
detention” and ordered the pair 
be placed “under house arrest”, 
according to a court ruling.

Accompanied by their Ro-
manian lawyers, the brothers 
-- who deny all charges brought 
against them -- were released 
around midnight (2100GMT) 
from the police central arrest 
premises in Bucharest amid 
chaotic scenes, an AFP journal-
ist reported.

Mexico detains migrant accused of starting fire that killed 39
AFP | Mexico City

Mexican prosecutors said 
that they had arrested a 

migrant accused of starting a 
fire that killed 39 people at an 
immigration detention center 
near the US border.

Three immigration officials 
and a private security guard 
have also been detained as part 
of a homicide investigation into 
the blaze that started on Mon-
day night.

Authorities have accused the 
people in charge of the facility 
in Ciudad Juarez of doing noth-
ing to evacuate the detainees.

An arrest warrant was out-
standing for another guard 
wanted in connection with the 
tragedy, Sara Irene Herrerias, 
a prosecutor specializing in 
human rights, told a news con-
ference.

She did not identify the mi-

grant accused of starting the 
fire in a cell where he was be-
ing held with 67 other men, 
apparently in a protest against 
deportations.

According to the authorities, 
the deceased were 18 Guatema-

lans, seven Salvadorans, seven 
Venezuelans, six Hondurans 
and one Colombian.

The injured were 10 Guate-
malans, eight Hondurans, five 
Salvadorans and five Venezue-
lans.

Biden tells Russia to release US reporter
AFP | Washington

President Joe Biden on Friday 
called for Russia to release 

Wall Street Journal reporter 
Evan Gershkovich, who is be-
ing held on espionage charges, 
while rebuffing a call from the 
paper’s editorial board to expel 
Russian journalists from the 
United States.

Asked by White House re-
porters what his message was 
to Russia regarding Gershk-
ovich, a US citizen, Biden said: 
“Let him go.”

The Wall Street Journal’s 
board of opinion editors called 
in a piece published Thursday 
afternoon for the expulsion 
of Russia’s ambassador to the 
United States, as well as “all 
Russian journalists working 
here,” describing the move as 
“the minimum to expect.”

“The timing of the arrest 
looks like a calculated provo-
cation to embarrass the US and 
intimidate the foreign press still 
working in Russia,” it added.

The Journal’s editor in chief, 
Emma Tucker, sent a note to 

the newspaper’s staff Friday, 
saying that “we will carry on 
doing everything in our power 
to secure Evan’s release.”

“Your safety and security are 
what matters most to me, and 
we will continue to protect that 
no matter where you may be 
reporting from,” she added.

Speaking to reporters before 
leaving to view tornado dam-
age in Mississippi, Biden said 
that expelling Russian jour-
nalists was “not the plan right  
now.”

Gershkovich was detained 
in Yekaterinburg, around 1,100 
miles (1,800 kilometers) east of 
Moscow, and is being held in 

detention in Moscow until May 
29 pending trial.

He is believed to be the first 
foreign journalist held for spy-
ing in post-Soviet Russia, and 
his arrest is expected to escalate 
the Kremlin’s confrontation 
with the West amid Moscow’s 
war in Ukraine.

Kremlin spokesperson Dmit-
ry Peskov, responding to the ed-
itorial board’s demand that all 
Russian journalists be expelled, 
said “the newspaper can say 
that, but it should not happen. 
There’s just no reason for this.”

He said that Gershkovich had 
been caught “red-handed.”

US President Joe Biden

Andrew Tate (C) and his brother Tristan Tate (L) walk out of the central arrest 
centre of Bucharest police

An altar is seen outside the immigration detention center where 39 migrants 
died during a fire in Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua state, Mexico 

The targeting of 
American citizens by 

the Russian government 
is unacceptable. We 

condemn the detention 
of Mr. Gershkovich in 
the strongest terms

WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY KARINE 
JEAN-PIERRE

They basically say the 
opposite of what we 

say and cite our paper
TIMNIT GEBRU

The Gemelli hospital is 
the favoured choice of 
pontiffs to the point of 

being dubbed “Vatican 3” 
by pope John Paul II, who 
was treated nine times at 
Gemelli and spent a total 

of 153 days there

KNOW WHAT

The destructive weath-
er comes as President 

Joe Biden tours the 
aftermath of a deadly 

tornado that struck 
Mississippi a week ago

KNOW WHAT

US position with 
Assad regime has 
not changed

Ashen Tharaka
TDT | Manama

Assistant Secretary of State for 
Near Eastern Affairs Barbara 

Leaf, stressed that US position with 
the Assad regime has not changed.

Highlighting the new sanctions 
on 20th March that rely on export 
and production, she said, “We do 
not intend to normalize with the 
regime ourselves.” 

The US has already started regu-
lar discussion with their partners 
regarding this issue and exposed 
the focus of further sanctions 
against Syria. 

These facts were revealed at a 
recent virtual press briefing over 
Zoom with Assistant Secretary of 
State for Near Eastern Affairs Bar-
bara Leaf, about her recent travel 
to Jordan, Egypt, Libya, Lebanon, 
and Tunisia. 

From March 15 to 23, Leaf has 
travelled among those countries 
to reaffirm the US commitment in 
the region under President Biden’s 
vision. 

Assistant Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs Barbara Leaf

As part of the probe, 
Romanian police 

have raided several 
properties connected 
to the Tate brothers 
and seized many of 

their assets, including 
a collection of luxury 

cars

KNOW WHAT

1453 1513 1917 1982
Turkish forces under Sultan 
Mehmed II begin the siege of 
Constantinople (Istanbul), which 
falls May 29

Explorer Juan Ponce de 
León claims Florida for 
Spain as the first known 
European to reach Florida

US President Woodrow 
Wilson asks Congress 
to declare war against 
Germany

Several thousand Argentine 
troops seize the Falkland 
(Malvinas) Islands from Great 
Britain

Big tech companies 
like Google, Meta and 
Microsoft have spent 
years working on AI 

systems -- previously 
known as machine 

learning or big data 
-- to help with trans-
lations, search and 

targeted advertising

KNOW WHAT

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Those protruding T Rex teeth? 
They were covered by lips: study

AFP | Chicago

Sorry, “Jurassic Park” and 
toymakers everywhere.

Tyrannosaurus rex probably 
did not have those exposed 
jagged teeth.

The fearsome choppers of 
arguably the most celebrated 
of dinosaurs were likely cov-
ered by lips when the mouth 
was closed.

It’s not an open and shut 
case, but that’s the conclusion 
of a team of international re-
searchers whose findings are 
published in the journal Sci-
ence.

“Animals like T-Rex, thero-
pod dinosaurs, most likely had 
some sort of lips, like a soft 
tissue covering on their mouth 
to cover their teeth,” said one 
of the authors of the study, 
Thomas Cullen, an assistant 
professor of paleobiology at 
Auburn University.

“This is different than what 
a lot of prior assumptions had 
been -- which was that they 
looked more like crocodiles, 
having the teeth exposed when 

the mouths were closed and 
having no lips.”

To reach their conclusion, 
Cullen and the other research-
ers studied a range of different 
theropods from various muse-
ums and followed several lines 
of inquiry.

They looked at wear pat-
terns, for example, on the 
enamel of dinosaur teeth and 
crocodilians, the most closely 
related animals to theropods 
alive today.

The skeleton of “Sue” the Tyrannosaurus rex at the Field Museum of Natural 
History in Chicago

When we looked at 
enamel thickness 
on the inside and 

outside of the teeth in 
large Tyrannosaurs, 

they don’t show 
that pattern like a 

crocodile. They show 
a pattern more like an 

animal that has lips
THOMAS CULLEN, AN ASSISTANT PRO-

FESSOR OF PALEOBIOLOGY AT AUBURN 
UNIVERSITY


