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Under Iran’s Islamic sharia law, imposed 
after the 1979 revolution, women are 
obliged to cover their hair and wear 
long, loose-fitting clothes to disguise 
their figures. Violators have faced public 
rebuke, fines or arrest. 

KNOW WHAT

Israeli police say 
killed man who 
fired shots at 
Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

A suspected assailant was 
killed by Israeli soldiers 

after a West Bank car ram-
ming yesterday, the army 
said, in an escalation that 
threatens to end a relative 
lull during the holy month 
of Ramadan so far.

The Palestinian’s death 
came less than 24 hours af-
ter an Arab Israeli allegedly 
snatched a gun from a po-
lice officer at Jerusalem’s 
Al-Aqsa mosque compound 
and fired it before being 
shot dead.

The army said a “terror-
ist” had conducted a “ram-
ming attack adjacent to the 
town of Beit Ummar” before 
being neutralised, with a 
spokesperson confirming 
the presumed assailant’s 
death.

Magen David Adom med-
ics said the three men were 
taken to hospitals in Jerusa-
lem with serious, moderate 
and light wounds.

In a statement, the Pales-
tinian Authority identified 
the dead man as Moham-
med Baradyah, 23.

Early yesterday, police 
said they shot dead 26-year-
old medical student Mo-
hammed al-Asibi, a resi-
dent of the Bedouin village 
of Hura in southern Israel.

A damaged vehicle is loaded on 
a flatbed truck at the site of a 
ramming attack near the town of 
Beit Ummar, north of Hebron city

Do not bring large 
sums of cash, Saudi 
advises Umrah 
pilgrims 

TDT | agencies 

The Saudi Arabian gov-
ernment had advised 

Umrah pilgrims to avoid 
carrying large sums of cash 
and valuables while travel-
ling to the Kingdom. 

In a Twitter post, the Min-
istry of Hajj and Umrah has 
recommended a cash limit 
of $16,000 (SAR 60,000) and 
cautioned against carrying 
gold bullion, precious met-
als, and stones. 

Additionally, the ministry 
advised pilgrims to down-
load banking apps from of-
ficial sources, avoid sharing 
bank details or transferring 
money to unknown sources, 
and report suspected fraud 
to relevant authorities. 

The advice comes af-
ter the ministry urged to 
perform Umrah only once 
during Ramadan to reduce 
crowding.

To perform the pilgrimag-
es, apply through the Nusuk 
app to organise the entire 
trip ranging from applying 
for an eVisa to booking ac-
commodation and flights.

Umrah can be undertak-
en at any time of the year, 
except during Hajj.

Worshipers stand around Maqam 
Ibrahim (Station of Abraham) as 
they pray around the Kaaba

‘Hijab is the law’
Iran president says hijab is legal as unveiled women face yoghurt attack 

• Arrest warrant 
issued for both 
attacker and women

TDT | agencies 

Two women attacked by 
a man for not wearing 
hijab in Iran have opened 

another war front in the coun-
try, with President Ebrahim Rai-
si also coming out to say that 
hijab was the law in Iran. 

His remarks came soon after 
a widely shared video footage 
appeared to show a man pour-
ing a bucket of what appears to 
be yoghurt on the two women’s 
heads before he is confronted by 
the shopkeeper.

The incident comes amid 
nationwide protests that fol-
lowed the death in September 
of a 22-year-old Iranian Kurdish 
woman in the custody of the 
morality police for allegedly vi-
olating hijab rules. 

Authorities later issued an 
arrest warrant against the man 

“on charges of committing an 
insulting act and disturbance 
of order”, the judiciary’s Mizan 
Online website reported.

But it added arrest warrants 
were also issued for the two 
women for “committing a for-

bidden act” by removing their 
headscarves.

“Necessary notices have been 
issued to the owner of the shop 
where this happened in order 
to comply with legal and Sharia 
principles according to the reg-

ulations,” it added.
Meanwhile, in live remarks 

on state television, Raisi said: 
“If some people say they don’t 
believe (in the hijab)... it’s good 
to use persuasion ... But the im-
portant point is that there is 
a legal requirement ... and the 
hijab is today a legal matter.”

Authorities said the owner 
of the dairy shop, who con-
fronted the attacker, had been 
warned. Reports on social media 
showed his shop had been shut, 
although he was quoted by a 
local news agency as saying he 
had been allowed to reopen and 
was due to “give explanations” 
to a court.

Activists from New York-based Iranian women’s rights group group Woman 
Life Freedom attend a rally condeming the mass poisoning of Iranian female 
students, in New York

Ending conflicts top priority 
 Bahrain, Jordan leaders support all efforts to resolve regional conflicts

TDT | Manama 

His Majesty King Hamad bin 
Isa Al Khalifa and Jordan 

King Abdullah II bin Al Hussein 
yesterday put their weight be-
hind all efforts aimed at finding 
permanent solutions to crises 
hurting the region. 

Their majesties said this while 
emphasising the importance of 
consolidating the foundations 
of security and stability and 
achieving development, peace 
and prosperity for the people in 
the region. 

This came as HM King and 
King Abdullah held talks yes-
terday on boosting bilateral ties 
at Sakhir Palace. 

In this regard, HM King 
praised Jordan’s pivotal role in 
defending Arab interests and 
advancing joint pan-Arab ac-
tion. 

HM also hailed Jordan for 
championing just causes, espe-
cially the Palestinian issue.

Discussions also focused on 
boosting bilateral ties, and joint 
works in all fields. 

The meeting was in the pres-

ence of HRH Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, 
HM the King’s Personal Rep-
resentative HH Shaikh Abdul-
la bin Hamad Al-Khalifa, HM 
the King’s Representative for 
Humanitarian Work and Youth 
Affairs HH Shaikh Nasser bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, HRH Prince 
Hashem bin Abdulla II, and 
Chairman of the Board of Trus-
tees of the Isa bin Salman Chari-
ty Educational Charitable Trust, 
His Highness Shaikh Isa bin 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa.

The Jordanian monarch 
thanked His Majesty for the 
warm reception, stressing the 
pride of Jordan and its people 
in the firm ties it has with the 
Kingdom of Bahrain.

Later, HM the King hosted 
an Iftar banquet in honour of 
King Abdullah II before bid-
ding farewell to the Jordanian 
monarch and his accompanying 
delegation.

Earlier, upon arrival, King Ab-
dulla II, accompanied by HRH 
Prince Hashem bin Abdulla II, 
were received by HM King. 

His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa receives Jordan King Abdullah II bin Al Hussein upon his arrival in the Kingdom yesterday

Public-
private 
partnerships 
key to 
Sustainable 
growth, HRH 
CP, PM

Avoid travel to 
Tanzania and 
Equatorial Guinea: 
Ministry
TDT | Manama 

Bahraini citizens are ad-
vised to avoid travel to 

Tanzania and Equatorial 
Guinea for their own safety, 
in light of the recent Mar-
burg virus outbreak in these 
countries. 

The Foreign Affairs Min-
istry issued a warning after 
receiving confirmation from 
health authorities in the af-
fected African nations. 

The ministry further ad-
vised citizens to comply 
with mandatory medical 
protocols if they must trav-
el, in order to ensure their 
safety. 

For additional informa-
tion, contact the ministry at 
+97317227555.

P2
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His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa holding talks with Jordan King Abdullah II Ibn Al Hussein in the presence of His Highness the Crown Prince and Prime Minister Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa. Below. His Majesty welcomes HM 
King Abdulla II ibn Al Hussein of Jordan upon his arrival in Bahrain, accompanied by His Royal Highness Prince Hashem bin Abdulla II. His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and Prime Minister, HM the King’s 
Personal Representative HH Shaikh Abdulla bin Hamad Al-Khalifa, HM the King’s Representative for Humanitarian Work and Youth Affairs HH Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa, and Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Isa bin Salman Charity 
Educational Charitable Trust His Highness Shaikh Isa bin Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa were present. 

HM King, Jordan King hold talks

Public-private partnerships key to 
sustainable growth, HRH CP, PM
TDT | Manama 

Bahrain is committed to im-
plementing initiatives and 

projects that deliver sustainable 
growth and development, de-
spite current global challenges, 
said His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
yesterday. 

In this regard, The Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister also 
emphasised the importance of 
establishing and nurturing pub-
lic-private partnerships. 

“This would ensure that Bah-
rain remains an ideal destina-
tion for investment,” stressed 
HRH also highlighting the need 
to adopt legislation that sup-
ports a business-friendly en-
vironment, which will create 
promising opportunities for 
citizens.

HRH was speaking as he 
visited the majlises of Farouk 
Yousuf Almoayyed and the late 
Ali bin Yousif Fakhro.

Prince Salman congratulated 
the Majlis participants, hailing 
the wide-ranging achievements 
of citizens, and describing them 
as a source of inspiration. 

“Their creativity and innova-
tion are the foundations of the 
Kingdom's comprehensive de-
velopment, led by His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa,” 
stressed HRH CP, PM.  

His Royal Highness also 
emphasised the importance of 
Ramadan majlises in furthering 
cultural bonds and preserving 
traditions across many gener-
ations. 

For their part, the majlis hosts 
and guests expressed their grat-
itude to HRH the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister for his visit 
and engagement with Bahrai-
nis in their Ramadan majlises 

across the Kingdom.
The Chairman of the Board of 

Trustees of the Isa bin Salman 
Charity Educational Charitable 
Trust, His Highness Shaikh Isa 
bin Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, the Minister of Finance and 

National Economy, HE Shaikh 
Salman bin Khalifa Al Khalifa, 
and several senior officials ac-
companied His Royal Highness 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister during the majlis vis-
its.

HRH CP, PM during Majlis visits yesterday
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In picture, the food festival organised by BTEA

Wife locks husband out of flat, 
Court orders to grant entry

TDT | Manama

A wife who locked her hus-
band out of the flat he 

owned has been ordered by the 
Lower Criminal Court to grant 
him entry while considering a 
case filed by the husband against 
the wife.

The husband also accused the 
wife of changing the locks of the 
main door, thus preventing him 
from accessing his own property. 

According to case documents, 
the couple, who got married in 
1998, were living together in the 

flat since then.  
“But, now, I had no access to 

my own home, where I lived for 
the past 25 years, as she sud-
denly changed the door locks 
for no reason,” the husband told 
the court. 

However, in a dramatic turn 
of events, the wife defended 
her action, claiming that she 
had changed the locks to evict 
strangers to whom her husband 
had leased the property. 

She said that she had been 
living abroad for five years with 
her family and found this atroc-

ity only upon returning to Bah-
rain. “So, I had to evict them and 
change the door locks consider-
ing our safety.”

She also told the court: “I 
don’t mind, if he comes and lives 
with us.”

The wife also informed the 
court that she had already hand-
ed over the keys to the new lock 
to her husband. 

However, the court ruled in fa-
vour of the husband, stating that 
a property owner has the right 
to access and use their property 
without any obstruction.

Man gets life in jail for smuggling drugs in stomach 
TDT | Manama 

A botched attempt to smuggle 
100 heroine-filled capsules 

in his stomach has landed a man 
in jail here for life. 

The man, who is a Pakistani 
national, was apprehended at 
the Bahrain International Air-
port by customs officers. 

Officers said they grew suspi-

cious of the man’s actions for he 
appeared increasingly nervous 
during customs procedures. 

“We removed him immediate-
ly to the red lane for a detailed 
examination, as he denied hav-
ing anything illegal with him. 

“Despite, not finding anything 
suspicious, we still decided to 
conduct an x-ray examination 

for he looked stressed and fa-
tigued. 

“The results showed that our 
suspicion was right with sev-
eral capsules lying inside his 
stomach.” 

According to customs officers, 
the capsules had over a kilogram 
of drugs inside them.  

The suspect was immediately 

transferred to Salmaniya Medi-
cal Complex for the retrieval of 
the capsules.

Further investigation re-
vealed the man’s involvement 
in an international drug smug-
gling network operating in the  
Kingdom. 

The Court also imposed a fine 
of BD10,000 on the suspect.

BD150 allowance claims on 
social media fake, warns Social 
Development ministry
TDT | Manama 

The Ministry of Social De-
velopment has dismissed 

rumours circulating on social 
media about the distribution of 
a BD150 financial allowance as 
false. In a statement released 
yesterday, the ministry warned 
that such fraudulent emails 
aim to deceive and steal per-
sonal and financial data from 
users. 

Further, the ministry con-
firmed it had already complet-
ed the disbursement of social 
assistance allowances which 
this year were double the usual 

amount to eligible beneficiar-
ies. 

Besides, the ministry also 
disbursed the disability allow-
ance to low-income families 
for the holy month of Ram-
adan.

Food Festival attracted 168,000 in 14 days, says BTEA

TDT | Manama 

The Bahrain Tourism and 
Exhibitions Authority has 

hailed the Food Festival, which 

recently came to a close, as a 
remarkable success.

The festival drew in an im-
pressive 168,000 attendees in 
just two weeks, which is a tes-

tament to its popularity and 
appeal. The event, one of the 
largest in the Kingdom, allowed 
visitors to discover and sam-
ple diverse cuisines and explore 

new flavours, ingredients, and 
cooking methods.

Dr Nasser Qaedi, CEO of the 
Bahrain Tourism and Exhibi-
tions Authority, expressed his 

satisfaction with the festival's 
growth, hailing it as the reflec-
tion of the progress of the King-
dom's restaurants and hospital-
ity sector.

He further stressed that BTEA 
is keen to build on this success 
by expanding venues and diver-
sifying food options by blending 
Bahraini and Gulf cuisines.

Representative picture

Representative picture

Youth Affairs 
Minister, Rawan 
Jajeeb Tawfiqi, 
yesterday 
received fashion 
designers, 
Sumaya Faisal 
and Talal Al-
Kaabi, two award 
winners at the 
Fashion Week, 
organised by the 
French Embassy 
in Bahrain. 
The minister 
commended 
the remarkable 
accomplishments 
of Bahraini 
youth and 
congratulated the 
two designers for 
their success in 
the competition.
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I am often told that I tend to focus 
on children’s upbringing and youth 
in my writings. That is possibly 

because they are the future generation 
and if we are to “future-proof ” our 
lives, we need to grasp every opportuni-
ty to set right the innumerable wrongs 
we, the older gen, have inflicted upon 
the world.

That said, the Gen X-ers too have 
their own share of issues to manage and 
we are often so busy caring for either 
the older generation of our parents or 
the younger generation of our children, 
that we leave any long-term planning of 
our own future till the very last. Many 
of us justify this lack of planning as self-
lessness but 
the truth is 
that it shows 
a complete 
c o n f u s i o n 
a b o u t  t h e 
21st century.

C o n s i d e r 
these facts: 
going by cur-
rent trends 
and health-
care advanc-
es, most of us 
enjoy a nat-
ural lifespan 
t h a t  i s  a t 
least 25 years 
m o re  t h a n 
our parents. 
And we live 
these years in 
relative good 
health physi-
cally. Along-
s i d e  t h i s 
l o n g e v i t y, 
we are faced 
w i t h  t h e 
chal lenged 
of managing 
the so-called 
‘lifestyle’ ail-
ments  l ike 
diabetes and 
h y p e r t e n -
s i o n ,  j o i n t 
stiffness because of too much sitting 
on desks. We need to balance the good 
fortune of our bonus years with the 
challenges of accompanying small set-
backs and draw up a life-plan that will 
not make us a burden to our children.

Of course, in Bahrain, most of us have 
excellent free health cover and expats 
are mostly covered by their employers. 
That leaves us with the question of 
what we can do with our time. The idle 
mind is the devil’s workshop and an idle 
older person can soon become a burden 
on his or her family or society. At the 
same time, the elderly are repositories 
of our heritage and our past and must 
be respected. In a fast-evolving society 
where the old joint family traditions 
have given way to nuclear units with 
husband and wife working, we have to 
find a meaningful role for our elderly if 
we are to avoid the pitfalls of care that 
other societies face when dealing with 
the aged. A proper care model will also 
assure us that we shall be well-cared 
for and can look forward to a meaning-
ful and emotionally satisfying old age 
when it is our turn.

In a fast-
evolving society 
where the old 
joint family 
traditions have 
given way to 
nuclear units 
with husband 
and wife 
working, we 
have to find a 
meaningful role 
for our elderly if 
we are to avoid 
the pitfalls of 
care that other 
societies face 
when dealing 
with the aged.

C A P T A I N S  C O R N E R

How to 
future-proof 
our old age

 (Captain Mahmood Al Mahmood is the Editor-
in-Chief of The Daily Tribune and the President 
of the Arab-African Unity Organisation for 
Relief, Human Rights and Counterterrorism)

CAPTAIN MAHMOOD AL MAHMOOD

Despite progress in education, women’s entrepreneurship in 
MENA lags behind, says Wilson Centre report
Julia Cassano
TDT | Manama

Women entrepreneur-
ship in the Middle 

East and North Africa is 
lagging behind, despite re-
cording significant progress 
in education, according to 
a new report by the Wilson 
Centre. 

The report on “Women 
and Entrepreneurship in 
MENA: The Cases of Bahrain, 
Lebanon and Tunisia” claims 
that only 23% of businesses 
in the region are owned by 
women, compared to 34% 
globally, and the average fe-
male business participation 
rate is only 19%, the lowest 
in the world. 

The report reviews cas-
es of Bahrain, Lebanon, and 
Tunisia, where the range of 
woman-owned businesses 
varies from 7% in Yemen to 
49% in Tunisia.

Wilson Centre claims 
that despite women grad-
uating at similar or higher 

rates than men at the sec-
ondary and university lev-
els in Bahrain, Lebanon, 
and Tunisia, their presence 
in the workforce are still  
low.

The lead researcher in the 
report, Lynn Mounzer, at-
tributed this to the “outdated 
curricula, sociocultural fac-
tors, and a lack of focus on 
entrepreneurship for women 
in the region.”

Mounzer also emphasised 
that legal protections for 
women in the private sector 
are critical for their advance-

ment.
A notable achievement 

for all these countries is 
the significant progress in 
criminalising workplace 
harassment,  the report  
highlights. 

However, the lack of child-
care remains a critical con-
cern for both women and 
men, which could inhib-
it women from building a 
lasting career or business, 
stressed MaryClare Roche, 
technology director at the 
Arab Barometer.  

“Although men recognise 

the importance of childcare, 
they do not recognise the 
importance of childcare for 
women,” Roche said, stress-
ing that burdening women 
with multiple responsibil-
ities, including household 
care, while operating a busi-
ness could “inhibit them 
from building a lasting ca-
reer or business.” 

Gender diversity is also 
lacking in venture capital 
(VC) organisations in the 
MENA region, where only 
1% of the USD 3 billion ven-
ture capital funding towards 

businesses went to women.
In the report, Faisal Ham-

mad, Chairman of the Equal 
Opportunity Committee at 
the Ministry of National 
Economy, stressed the im-
portance of equal opportu-
nity in promoting women’s 
advancement and gender 
equality in the Bahraini 
workforce. 

He notes that when wom-
en are allowed to enter lead-
ership positions in small, 
medium, and big businesses, 
there is a significant spike 
in productivity and profit-
ability. 

To address these issues, 
the report calls for increas-
ing financial inclusion, en-
couraging NGOs and gov-
ernments to collaborate on 
capacity-building for women 
focusing on entrepreneur-
ial skills, enhancing legal 
reforms with concrete en-
forcement mechanisms, and 
developing clear metrics to 
measure progress in sup-
porting women. 

Faisal HammadMaryClare RocheLynn Mounzer

Jalila bint Al-Sayed Jawad Hassan, the Minister of Health, yesterday stressed commitment to developing strategies to combat smoking and tobacco in the Kingdom. This came as she 
chaired a meeting of the National Committee to Combat Smoking and All Types and Products of Tobacco, which included representatives from various ministries and official authorities. 
The meeting addressed key issues on the committee's agenda and approved minutes from the previous session. 

Combatting smoking and tobacco

Bahrain to host 
GHEDEX 2023
TDT | Manama

Ba h r a i n  w i l l  h o s t 
the Global Higher Ed-

ucation Exhibition  2023 
(GHEDEX 2023) at the Exhi-
bition World Bahrain from 
May 6 to 8, said Dr Moham-
med bin Mubarak Juma’a, 
Education Minister. 

Dr Juma’a, who is also the 
Chairman of the Higher Ed-
ucation Council, said the 
event will feature a broad 
range of local, regional, and 
international higher educa-
tion establishments. 

GHEDEX will also have 
several activities, includ-
ing the technical education 
and vocational training ex-
hibition, the international 
innovation and entrepre-
neurship conference, and 
GHEDEX prizes for excel-
lence in higher education. 

 This marks the first time 
that GHEDEX will be held in 
Bahrain.

Dr Mohammed bin Mubarak 
Juma'a

Kamal bin Ahmed Mohammed, Chairman of the Electricity and Water Authority, highlighted Bahrain's commitment to resource development 
and sustainability in securing its energy future, during his visit to Dubai. In a series of meetings with industry leaders, including Saeed 
Mohammed Al Tayer, Managing Director and CEO of the Dubai Electricity and Water Authority, Raad Esmat Al-Saadi, Vice Chairman and 
Managing Director of Saudi company ACWA Power, and Hashim Ghobashi, CEO of the Noor Energy Project, Mohammed discussed the 
importance of sustainable energy practices. He also visited the Shuaa Energy 3 project, which produces solar photovoltaic energy, and met 
with Omar Al Hassan, CEO of the company, to learn about the United Arab Emirates' experience in solar panel technology and reducing 
production costs.

Two men arrested in Tubli 
for robbery and assault
TDT | Manama 

Two men, aged 25 and 
28, were arrested by 

the police yesterday for at-
tacking and stealing from 
another person in Tubli. 

The suspects, police said, 
who are both Asian nation-
als, are accused of force-
fully stealing from a fellow 

Asian national while he was 
walking in the neighbour-

hood. 
The General Department 

of Investigation and Crim-
inal Evidence said they 
initiated an investigation 
immediately after receiving 
a call and identified the sus-
pects using evidence from 
the crime scene and CCTV 
footage. 

The department is now 
preparing to refer the case 
to Public Prosecution.

Representative picture
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By implementing this 
updated version, security 

measures designed to 
protect cardholder data 

from a number of potential 
risks and attacks will be 
strengthened even more

ALI BESHARA

News media companies, firms and chari-
ties already lost their blue tick and were 

tagged as verified business accounts 
under Musk’s new system. According to 
Twitter’s website, these cost a hefty fee 
of $1,000 a month in the United States, 
and $50 for each additional affiliated 

account.

KNOW

BETTER

BENEFIT gets PCI DSS certification for security
• BENEFIT 
implementing controls 
that exceeded the 
standards of the 
previous version

TDT | Manama

BENEFIT, a prominent Fin-
tech and electronic financial 

transactions service provider, 
announced it has achieved the 
Payment Card Industry Data 

Security Standard (PCI DSS) Ver-
sion 4.0 Certification, making it 

one of the first companies in the 
Kingdom to do so.

This achievement follows 
BENEFIT implementing controls 
that exceeded the standards of 
the previous version, PCI DSS 
v.3.2.1. 

The new standard includes a 
range of enhancements, such as 
increased guidance on adopt-
ing security controls, stronger 
compliance activities, improved 
payment validation methods and 
procedures, updated password 
requirements, more rigorous 
testing procedures, a greater 
focus on cybersecurity activ-
ities, as well as an increased 

frequency of security controls  
testing. 

PCI DSS 4.0 aims to provide an 
increasingly robust and compre-
hensive framework for securing 
payment card data. 

Ali Beshara, Head of Informa-
tion Security and Risk Manage-
ment at BENEFIT, highlighted 
the significance of this achieve-
ment, stating, "This new stand-
ard gives our clients the assur-
ance that we fully comply with 
PCI DSS requirements and that 
their financial transaction data 
is processed securely.”

“By implementing this updat-
ed version, security measures 
designed to protect cardhold-
er data from a number of po-
tential risks and attacks will be 
strengthened even more,” he 
added. 

PCI DSS is a globally recognised 
information security manage-
ment standard that incorporates 
security policies, procedures, 
and technical controls to ensure 
that all businesses that receive, 
store, process, or transmit credit 
card information operate in a 
secure environment.

Musk defends paid Twitter as blue tick ultimatum looms
• Twitter Blue, costs 
$8 a month or $84 a 
year, or $11 a month 
if bought through 
Apple’s app store

Washington, United States

Elon Musk on Friday defend-
ed his controversial pay 

model for Twitter, claiming that 
any social media platform that 
didn’t follow suit would fail be-
cause they would be swarmed 
by bots.

Musk made his prediction on 
the eve of Twitter’s April 1 ul-
timatum that verified accounts 
with the cherished blue tick that 
had not forked over cash would 
lose it.

“The fundamental challenge 
here is that it’s (easy) to cre-

ate literally 10,000 or 100,000 
fake Twitter accounts using 
just one computer at home and 
with modern AI (artificial intel-

ligence),” Musk told a question 
and answer session on Twitter.

“That’s the reason for really 
pressing hard on verified where 

the verified requires a number 
from a reputable phone carrier 
and a credit card,” Musk said.

“My prediction is that any so-
called social media network that 
doesn’t do this will fail,” Musk 
added.

The change in system puts 
pressure on companies, jour-
nalists and celebrities who used 
Twitter as their main channel 
of communication and relied on 
the blue tick for credibility.

And it also raises the specter 
of imposters and jokesters pay-
ing for an officially verified, but 
totally fake account.

In the US, the subscription 
plan, known as Twitter Blue, 
costs $8 a month or $84 a year, 
or $11 a month if bought through 
Apple’s app store.

Since its creation in 2009, the 
blue tick or checkmark became 
a signature element that helped 
the platform become a trust-

ed forum for news makers and 
campaigners.

But Musk and his fans said 
the blue check was decided by 
fiat in a secretive procedure and 
called it a symbol of an unfair 
class system.

Opening the blue tick to pay-
ing subscribers was among the 
first decisions made by Musk 
when he took ownership of 
Twitter last year, but his over-
haul backfired.

Within hours, Twitter was 
flooded by fake yet verified ac-
counts impersonating celebri-
ties, major companies and even 

Musk himself.
Musk swiftly backtracked, but 

many advertisers fled the site, 
denying Twitter a major source 
of income that the CEO is strug-
gling to replace.

For now, blue checks of celeb-
rities -- including Justin Bieber 
and his 113 million followers or 
footballer Cristiano Ronaldo and 
his 108 million -- are tagged on 
the site as “legacy” accounts.

Last week Musk put the cur-
rent value of Twitter at $20 bil-
lion, less than half the $44 bil-
lion he paid for the social media 
platform just five months ago.

Elon Musk speaks during a press conference at SpaceX’s Starbase facility near 
Boca Chica Village in South Texas

Iraq launches new oil refinery to reduce imports

• Refinery has the 
capacity to refine 
140,000 barrels per day

• Refinery built 
by South Korean 
firm Hyundai

• Could produce 
nine million litres 
of fuel a day

• The refinery also 
has the capacity to 
produce 200 megawatts 
of electricity

Karbala, Iraq

Iraq inaugurated an oil re-
finery in the central city of 

Karbala yesterday, a project the 
government hopes will reduce 
its dependency on imports.

Oil Minister Hayan Abdel 
Ghani announced the refinery 
had begun "commercial pro-
duction" after a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony led by Prime 
Minister Mohammed Shia  
al-Sudani.

It has the capacity to refine 
140,000 barrels per day and 
"help meet local demand for 
petrol, kerosene and heating oil, 
while reducing imports", Abdel 
Ghani said.

Despite its immense oil and 
gas reserves, Iraq remains de-
pendent on imports to meet 
energy needs.

The minister said the refin-

ery, built by South Korean firm 
Hyundai, can produce nine 
million litres of fuel a day -- 
equivalent to more than half 
Iraq's daily imports of 15 mil-
lion litres.

The refinery also has the 
capacity to produce 200 meg-
awatts of electricity and "60 
megawatts of them will be al-
located to the national grid", 
Abdel Ghani added.

Iraq, the second largest pro-
ducer within the Organization 
of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC), exports an 
average of 3.3 million barrels of 
oil per day.

Crude exports represent 
around 90 percent of the gov-
ernment's revenue.

Ravaged by decades of con-
flict, Iraq's crumbling infra-
structure and endemic corrup-
tion have obstructed recon-

struction efforts.
The Karbala refinery is "the 

first to be built since the 1980s 
with such production capacity", 
an oil ministry official told AFP 
when tests were run in Sep-
tember.

Three other refineries in op-
eration across Iraq meet about 
half of the country's demand for 
refined products and the rest is 
imported.

In March, the prime min-
ister announced a campaign 
to combat the severe impacts 
of climate change on the wa-
ter-scarce country, including by 
promoting clean and renewable 
energy.

Sudani said Iraq was "moving 
forward to conclude contracts 
for constructing renewable en-
ergy power plants to provide 
one-third of our electricity de-
mand by 2030".

Representative picture (Courtesy of AL Monitor)

Long delays at UK port for 
travellers headed to France
London, United Kingdom

Passengers going by coach 
from the UK to France yes-

terday, the first day of the East-
er holidays, experienced huge 
delays due to lengthy French 
border checks, Dover port au-
thorities said.

Long waits for travellers at 
the port at the start of school 
holidays have become more fre-
quent since Brexit, which end-
ed free movement from Britain 
to EU member states.

Ferry firm DFDS said wait-
ing time for coaches to board 
ferries on Friday evening was 
around seven hours.

Dover Port on Saturday 
coaches said were now waiting 
“several hours but tourist cars 
are getting through OK”.

“The Port of   Dover is deep-
ly frustrated by last night’s 
and this morning’s situation,” 
a statement said, adding that 
freight traffic had not been af-
fected. Last summer, the UK 

government blamed France for 
failing to adequately staff their 
border posts at Dover port after 
two days of long delays for all 
travellers, prompting a swift 
denial from Paris.

Lorries queue on the A20 to get to the Port of Dover in Kent, England

Inflation at 50-year high in crisis-hit Pakistan
Islamabad, Pakistan

Pakistan’s year-on-year in-
flation hit 35.37 % in March 

-- the highest in nearly five 
decades -- as the government 
scrambled to meet Internation-
al Monetary Fund (IMF) condi-
tions to unlock a desperately 
needed bailout.

Month-on-month inflation 
was 3.72 %, according to gov-
ernment data released Satur-
day, while the average infla-
tion rate for the past year was 

27.26 %. Years of financial 
mismanagement and political 
instability have pushed Paki-
stan’s economy to the brink 
of collapse, exacerbated by a 
global energy crisis and devas-
tating floods that submerged 
a third of the country in  
2022.

The country needs billions of 
dollars of financing to service 
existing debt, while foreign ex-
change reserves have dwindled 
and the rupee is in freefall.

Poor Pakistanis are feeling 
the brunt of the economic tur-
moil, and at least 20 people 
have been killed since the start 
of Ramadan in crowd crush-
es at food distribution centres. 
The South Asian nation -- home 
to more than 220 million -- is 
deep in debt and must enact 
tough tax reforms and push up 
utility prices if it hopes to un-
lock another tranche of a $6.5 
billion IMF bailout and avoid 
defaulting.
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News in brief 
 u The lawyer of 
Suriname’s former 
dictator Desi Bouterse 

called Friday for a court to acquit him of 
a 20-year sentence over the deaths of 15 
political prisoners. Bouterse first seized 
power in a 1980 coup and in December 
1982 allegedly rounded up 15 political 
opponents -- including lawyers, journalists 
and businessmen -- for execution at the Fort 
Zeelandia military barracks in the capital 

Paramaribo. The 77-year-old had already been sentenced to 20 years in prison in 
2019, but he has been challenging that verdict and under Surinamese law cannot 
be arrested before he exhausts the appeals processes..

 u Fifteen people were injured 
Friday when two trains derailed as 
stormy winds lashed northwestern 
Switzerland, police said. The incidents, 
on regional passenger rail lines, took place 
within 20 minutes of each other, and about 
30 kilometres (18 miles) apart, north of 
the Swiss capital Bern. Three people were 
injured in the first derailment, including 
the driver, and 12 were hurt in the second, 
including one person with serious injuries. 
Wind speeds of 136 kilometres per hour were 
recorded nearby. One train carrying 16 people derailed in the lakeside village of 
Luscherz at around 4:30 pm (1430 GMT), police said.

 u The United States said 
Friday it planned to open an 
embassy in Vanuatu, its latest 

effort to beef up its presence in the South Pacific 
where China has been seeking to expand its clout. 
An embassy in the capital Port Vila “would allow the US 
government to deepen relationships” in the archipelago 
and to step up development assistance including on 
climate, a State Department statement said. President 

Joe Biden’s administration, with bipartisan support from Congress, has been 
expanding the US role in an area that once received limited attention after a 
shock last year when China reached a security pact with the Solomon Islands..

Lawyer of Suriname ex-
dictator calls for his acquittal

US to open Vanuatu 
embassy in new Pacific boost

Fifteen hurt as two 
Swiss trains derail in storm

Deadly storms, tornadoes 
sweep through central US
• Tornadoes 
leave devastation 
across Arkansas, 
Illinois and Iowa

AFP | Washington

A major storm system bore 
down on the US east 
coast yesterday, after 

producing tornadoes and dev-
astating winds across several 
central states that killed at least 
11 people.

Multiple tornadoes swept 
through Arkansas on Friday, 
including in the capital Little 
Rock, killing at least five people, 
the state’s governor said.

Dozens of others have been 
reported injured.

Daylight revealed extensive 
damage in impacted areas, with 
several homes torn apart, cars 
overturned, and trees ripped out 
of the ground.

Governor Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders has declared a state of 

emergency and activated the 
national guard to help with re-
covery efforts.

The city of Wynne, in the 
northeastern part of the state, 
was “cut in half by damage from 
east to west,” Mayor Jennifer 
Hobbs told CNN.

The National Weather Service 
had also issued tornado warn-
ings for several other states, 
from as far north as Iowa to the 
southern state of Mississippi, 
where a twister just last week 

killed 25 people and caused ex-
tensive property damage.

Calamity struck in the Illinois 
town of Belvidere, outside of 
Chicago, when severe weather 
caused the roof and part of the 
facade of the Apollo Theater 
to collapse while a heavy-met-
a l  b a n d  p l a ye d  o n  s t a g e  
inside.

TV footage showed emergency 
personnel carrying out injured 
concert-goers on stretchers, 
while video posted on social 

media showed rubble -- some 
nearly waist-high -- on the floor 
of the concert venue, and a gap-
ing hole in the roof.

Belvidere Fire Chief Shawn 
Schadle reported one death and 
28 injuries, including five people 
who were hospitalized with se-
rious injuries.

In the neighbouring state 
of Indiana, three people were 
killed by a storm in Sullivan 
County, several US media re-
ported, citing local authorities.

Overnight tornadoes also 
claimed one life in Pontotoc 
County, Mississippi, and one 
in Madison County, Alabama, 
emergency officials reported 
yesterday.

At least 154,000 homes were 
without power yesterday, ac-
cording to the US Poweroutage 
website.

As the system made its way 
to the US east coast yesterday, 
several mid-Atlantic states were 
under high wind warnings.

“Maximum wind gusts could 
approach 60 miles (100 kilome-
ters) per hour throughout much 
of the Appalachians, upper Ohio 
Valley and Mid-Atlantic today,” 
the National Weather System 
warned.

Tornadoes are common in the 
United States, especially in the 
centre and south of the country.

President Joe Biden on Friday 
visited the Mississippi city of 
Rolling Fork, one of the worst-
hit areas in last week’s tornado.

In December 2021, tornadoes 
killed about 80 people in Ken-
tucky.

Pope Francis leaves hospital, 
quips ‘I am still alive’

AFP | Rome

A jovial Pope Francis joked with 
well-wishers yesterday as he 

left hospital after a three-night 
stay for bronchitis, and headed 
back to the Vatican to prepare 
for Christianity’s most important 
week.

The 86-year-old pontiff, who 
was admitted to Rome’s Gemel-
li hospital on Wednesday with 
breathing difficulties, got out 
of the car transporting him and 
smiled and joked with the crowd.

Asked by someone how he felt, 
he quipped twice with a big smile 
“I am still alive!”

Francis will now begin prepa-
rations for Holy Week and Easter, 
the most important week in the 
Christian calendar.

The pontiff felt unwell Wednes-
day after a general audience in St 
Peter’s Square, but his condition 
improved after he was given an-
tibiotics.

On Friday, the pope visited the 
children’s cancer ward at the hos-
pital, handing out chocolate East-

er eggs and baptising a weeks-old 
baby boy.

As he left yesterday, he reached 
out to bless sick people, and 
stopped to hug and pray with 
distraught parents whose young 
daughter had just died.

The Argentine pope confirmed 
yesterday he will preside over 
Palm Sunday mass in St Peter’s 
Square, the start of a busy week of 
events leading up to Easter.

Musk’s AI letter is a ‘hot mess’ of hype, say critics
AFP | Washington

A letter signed by Elon Musk 
and hundreds of experts 

calling for a pause in the devel-
opment of artificial intelligence 
is a “hot mess” of “AI hype” that 
even misrepresents an academic 
paper, critics say.

Billionaire Tesla boss Musk 
and other luminaries wrote that 
“AI systems with human-com-
petitive intelligence can pose 
profound risks to society and 
humanity”.

But Timnit Gebru, whose 
academic paper was cited to 
support that claim, wrote on 
Twitter that her article actually 
warns against making such in-
flated claims about AI.

“They basically say the oppo-
site of what we say and cite our 
paper,” she wrote.

Her co-author Emily Bender 
said the letter was a “hot mess” 
and was “just dripping with AI 

hype”.
The risks of AI, she wrote, 

were never about AI being “too 
powerful” but rather they were 
“about concentration of power 
in the hands of people, about 
reproducing systems of oppres-

sion, about damage to the infor-
mation ecosystem”.

The open letter, published on 
Wednesday on the website of 
the Musk-funded Future of Life 
Institute, called for a six-month 
pause in development of power-
ful AI systems.

The signatories, who included 
academics and tech titans like 
Apple co-founder Steve Wozni-
ak, argued that the pause should 
be used to bolster regulation 
and ensure the systems were 
safe.

Climate activists turn landmark Rome fountain black
AFP | Rome

Climate activists in Italy 
turned a Baroque-style 

fountain at the foot of Rome’s 
Spanish Steps black yesterday, 
in a protest they said evoked an 
“end of the world” scenario.

Three activists from the an-
ti-climate change organisa-
tion Last Generation poured a 
vegetable-based carbon liquid 
into the landmark 17th-century 
fountain, known to Romans as 
La Barcaccia, before being es-
corted away by police.

The fountain, in the shape of 
a boat, was designed by famed 
Italian sculptor Pietro Bernini.

Popular tradition has it he 
was inspired by the discovery 

in 1598 of a boat in the square 
after it was washed inland by a 
flooding Tiber river, Last Gen-
eration said.

Turning the water black 
“foreshadows the ‘end of the 
world’ scenario we are heading 
for, as we increasingly step on 

the accelerator: drought alter-
nating with devastating floods, 
which will put an end to life on 
Earth, along with heat waves,” 
it said in a statement.

Last Generation began carry-
ing out peaceful but disruptive 
protests in Italy last year ahead 
of the general election, urging 
politicians from all parties to 
make climate change their pri-
ority.

The protests in Italy are part 
of a series of actions across Eu-
rope to focus attention on cli-
mate change.

Activists have thrown soup, 
cake, mashed potatoes or wash-
able paint at heritage and cul-
ture sites and artworks in mu-
seums.

The damaged remains of a neighbourhood is seen in Little Rock, Arkansas

Elon Musk

The Barcaccia Fountain at Piazza di Spagna in Rome’s historic centre, after the 
activists poured black liquid

Pope Francis leaves the Gemelli hospital

Andrew Tate moved from detention to house arrest in Romania
AFP | Bucharest

Controversial influencer An-
drew Tate and his broth-

er were released after three 
months detention in Romania 
and moved to house arrest 
while they are investigated for 
alleged human trafficking and 
rape.

Tate, a British-American for-
mer kickboxer with millions 

of online followers, along with 
his younger brother and two 
Romanian women, are under 
investigation for allegedly 
“forming an organised crimi-
nal group, human trafficking 
and rape”.

Tate, 36, and his brother 
Tristan, 34, were arrested in 
late December, and have been 
held in pre-trial detention ever 
since, which was again extend-
ed last week.

However, an appeals court 

“rejected the prosecution’s pro-
posal to extend the pre-trial 
detention” and ordered the pair 
be placed “under house arrest”, 
according to a court ruling.

Accompanied by their Ro-
manian lawyers, the brothers 
-- who deny all charges brought 
against them -- were released 
around midnight (2100GMT) 
from the police central arrest 
premises in Bucharest amid 
chaotic scenes, an AFP journal-
ist reported.

Mexico detains migrant accused of starting fire that killed 39
AFP | Mexico City

Mexican prosecutors said 
that they had arrested a 

migrant accused of starting a 
fire that killed 39 people at an 
immigration detention center 
near the US border.

Three immigration officials 
and a private security guard 
have also been detained as part 
of a homicide investigation into 
the blaze that started on Mon-
day night.

Authorities have accused the 
people in charge of the facility 
in Ciudad Juarez of doing noth-
ing to evacuate the detainees.

An arrest warrant was out-
standing for another guard 
wanted in connection with the 
tragedy, Sara Irene Herrerias, 
a prosecutor specializing in 
human rights, told a news con-
ference.

She did not identify the mi-

grant accused of starting the 
fire in a cell where he was be-
ing held with 67 other men, 
apparently in a protest against 
deportations.

According to the authorities, 
the deceased were 18 Guatema-

lans, seven Salvadorans, seven 
Venezuelans, six Hondurans 
and one Colombian.

The injured were 10 Guate-
malans, eight Hondurans, five 
Salvadorans and five Venezue-
lans.

Biden tells Russia to release US reporter
AFP | Washington

President Joe Biden on Friday 
called for Russia to release 

Wall Street Journal reporter 
Evan Gershkovich, who is be-
ing held on espionage charges, 
while rebuffing a call from the 
paper’s editorial board to expel 
Russian journalists from the 
United States.

Asked by White House re-
porters what his message was 
to Russia regarding Gershk-
ovich, a US citizen, Biden said: 
“Let him go.”

The Wall Street Journal’s 
board of opinion editors called 
in a piece published Thursday 
afternoon for the expulsion 
of Russia’s ambassador to the 
United States, as well as “all 
Russian journalists working 
here,” describing the move as 
“the minimum to expect.”

“The timing of the arrest 
looks like a calculated provo-
cation to embarrass the US and 
intimidate the foreign press still 
working in Russia,” it added.

The Journal’s editor in chief, 
Emma Tucker, sent a note to 

the newspaper’s staff Friday, 
saying that “we will carry on 
doing everything in our power 
to secure Evan’s release.”

“Your safety and security are 
what matters most to me, and 
we will continue to protect that 
no matter where you may be 
reporting from,” she added.

Speaking to reporters before 
leaving to view tornado dam-
age in Mississippi, Biden said 
that expelling Russian jour-
nalists was “not the plan right  
now.”

Gershkovich was detained 
in Yekaterinburg, around 1,100 
miles (1,800 kilometers) east of 
Moscow, and is being held in 

detention in Moscow until May 
29 pending trial.

He is believed to be the first 
foreign journalist held for spy-
ing in post-Soviet Russia, and 
his arrest is expected to escalate 
the Kremlin’s confrontation 
with the West amid Moscow’s 
war in Ukraine.

Kremlin spokesperson Dmit-
ry Peskov, responding to the ed-
itorial board’s demand that all 
Russian journalists be expelled, 
said “the newspaper can say 
that, but it should not happen. 
There’s just no reason for this.”

He said that Gershkovich had 
been caught “red-handed.”

US President Joe Biden

Andrew Tate (C) and his brother Tristan Tate (L) walk out of the central arrest 
centre of Bucharest police

An altar is seen outside the immigration detention center where 39 migrants 
died during a fire in Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua state, Mexico 

The targeting of 
American citizens by 

the Russian government 
is unacceptable. We 

condemn the detention 
of Mr. Gershkovich in 
the strongest terms

WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY KARINE 
JEAN-PIERRE

They basically say the 
opposite of what we 

say and cite our paper
TIMNIT GEBRU

The Gemelli hospital is 
the favoured choice of 
pontiffs to the point of 

being dubbed “Vatican 3” 
by pope John Paul II, who 
was treated nine times at 
Gemelli and spent a total 

of 153 days there
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The destructive weath-
er comes as President 

Joe Biden tours the 
aftermath of a deadly 

tornado that struck 
Mississippi a week ago

KNOW WHAT

US position with 
Assad regime has 
not changed

Ashen Tharaka
TDT | Manama

Assistant Secretary of State for 
Near Eastern Affairs Barbara 

Leaf, stressed that US position with 
the Assad regime has not changed.

Highlighting the new sanctions 
on 20th March that rely on export 
and production, she said, “We do 
not intend to normalize with the 
regime ourselves.” 

The US has already started regu-
lar discussion with their partners 
regarding this issue and exposed 
the focus of further sanctions 
against Syria. 

These facts were revealed at a 
recent virtual press briefing over 
Zoom with Assistant Secretary of 
State for Near Eastern Affairs Bar-
bara Leaf, about her recent travel 
to Jordan, Egypt, Libya, Lebanon, 
and Tunisia. 

From March 15 to 23, Leaf has 
travelled among those countries 
to reaffirm the US commitment in 
the region under President Biden’s 
vision. 

Assistant Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs Barbara Leaf

As part of the probe, 
Romanian police 

have raided several 
properties connected 
to the Tate brothers 
and seized many of 

their assets, including 
a collection of luxury 

cars

KNOW WHAT

1453 1513 1917 1982
Turkish forces under Sultan 
Mehmed II begin the siege of 
Constantinople (Istanbul), which 
falls May 29

Explorer Juan Ponce de 
León claims Florida for 
Spain as the first known 
European to reach Florida

US President Woodrow 
Wilson asks Congress 
to declare war against 
Germany

Several thousand Argentine 
troops seize the Falkland 
(Malvinas) Islands from Great 
Britain

Big tech companies 
like Google, Meta and 
Microsoft have spent 
years working on AI 

systems -- previously 
known as machine 

learning or big data 
-- to help with trans-
lations, search and 

targeted advertising

KNOW WHAT

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Those protruding T Rex teeth? 
They were covered by lips: study

AFP | Chicago

Sorry, “Jurassic Park” and 
toymakers everywhere.

Tyrannosaurus rex probably 
did not have those exposed 
jagged teeth.

The fearsome choppers of 
arguably the most celebrated 
of dinosaurs were likely cov-
ered by lips when the mouth 
was closed.

It’s not an open and shut 
case, but that’s the conclusion 
of a team of international re-
searchers whose findings are 
published in the journal Sci-
ence.

“Animals like T-Rex, thero-
pod dinosaurs, most likely had 
some sort of lips, like a soft 
tissue covering on their mouth 
to cover their teeth,” said one 
of the authors of the study, 
Thomas Cullen, an assistant 
professor of paleobiology at 
Auburn University.

“This is different than what 
a lot of prior assumptions had 
been -- which was that they 
looked more like crocodiles, 
having the teeth exposed when 

the mouths were closed and 
having no lips.”

To reach their conclusion, 
Cullen and the other research-
ers studied a range of different 
theropods from various muse-
ums and followed several lines 
of inquiry.

They looked at wear pat-
terns, for example, on the 
enamel of dinosaur teeth and 
crocodilians, the most closely 
related animals to theropods 
alive today.

The skeleton of “Sue” the Tyrannosaurus rex at the Field Museum of Natural 
History in Chicago

When we looked at 
enamel thickness 
on the inside and 

outside of the teeth in 
large Tyrannosaurs, 

they don’t show 
that pattern like a 

crocodile. They show 
a pattern more like an 

animal that has lips
THOMAS CULLEN, AN ASSISTANT PRO-

FESSOR OF PALEOBIOLOGY AT AUBURN 
UNIVERSITY
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News in brief 
 u The lawyer of 
Suriname’s former 
dictator Desi Bouterse 

called Friday for a court to acquit him of 
a 20-year sentence over the deaths of 15 
political prisoners. Bouterse first seized 
power in a 1980 coup and in December 
1982 allegedly rounded up 15 political 
opponents -- including lawyers, journalists 
and businessmen -- for execution at the Fort 
Zeelandia military barracks in the capital 

Paramaribo. The 77-year-old had already been sentenced to 20 years in prison in 
2019, but he has been challenging that verdict and under Surinamese law cannot 
be arrested before he exhausts the appeals processes..

 u Fifteen people were injured 
Friday when two trains derailed as 
stormy winds lashed northwestern 
Switzerland, police said. The incidents, 
on regional passenger rail lines, took place 
within 20 minutes of each other, and about 
30 kilometres (18 miles) apart, north of 
the Swiss capital Bern. Three people were 
injured in the first derailment, including 
the driver, and 12 were hurt in the second, 
including one person with serious injuries. 
Wind speeds of 136 kilometres per hour were 
recorded nearby. One train carrying 16 people derailed in the lakeside village of 
Luscherz at around 4:30 pm (1430 GMT), police said.

 u The United States said 
Friday it planned to open an 
embassy in Vanuatu, its latest 

effort to beef up its presence in the South Pacific 
where China has been seeking to expand its clout. 
An embassy in the capital Port Vila “would allow the US 
government to deepen relationships” in the archipelago 
and to step up development assistance including on 
climate, a State Department statement said. President 

Joe Biden’s administration, with bipartisan support from Congress, has been 
expanding the US role in an area that once received limited attention after a 
shock last year when China reached a security pact with the Solomon Islands..

Lawyer of Suriname ex-
dictator calls for his acquittal

US to open Vanuatu 
embassy in new Pacific boost

Fifteen hurt as two 
Swiss trains derail in storm

Deadly storms, tornadoes 
sweep through central US
• Tornadoes 
leave devastation 
across Arkansas, 
Illinois and Iowa

AFP | Washington

A major storm system bore 
down on the US east 
coast yesterday, after 

producing tornadoes and dev-
astating winds across several 
central states that killed at least 
11 people.

Multiple tornadoes swept 
through Arkansas on Friday, 
including in the capital Little 
Rock, killing at least five people, 
the state’s governor said.

Dozens of others have been 
reported injured.

Daylight revealed extensive 
damage in impacted areas, with 
several homes torn apart, cars 
overturned, and trees ripped out 
of the ground.

Governor Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders has declared a state of 

emergency and activated the 
national guard to help with re-
covery efforts.

The city of Wynne, in the 
northeastern part of the state, 
was “cut in half by damage from 
east to west,” Mayor Jennifer 
Hobbs told CNN.

The National Weather Service 
had also issued tornado warn-
ings for several other states, 
from as far north as Iowa to the 
southern state of Mississippi, 
where a twister just last week 

killed 25 people and caused ex-
tensive property damage.

Calamity struck in the Illinois 
town of Belvidere, outside of 
Chicago, when severe weather 
caused the roof and part of the 
facade of the Apollo Theater 
to collapse while a heavy-met-
a l  b a n d  p l a ye d  o n  s t a g e  
inside.

TV footage showed emergency 
personnel carrying out injured 
concert-goers on stretchers, 
while video posted on social 

media showed rubble -- some 
nearly waist-high -- on the floor 
of the concert venue, and a gap-
ing hole in the roof.

Belvidere Fire Chief Shawn 
Schadle reported one death and 
28 injuries, including five people 
who were hospitalized with se-
rious injuries.

In the neighbouring state 
of Indiana, three people were 
killed by a storm in Sullivan 
County, several US media re-
ported, citing local authorities.

Overnight tornadoes also 
claimed one life in Pontotoc 
County, Mississippi, and one 
in Madison County, Alabama, 
emergency officials reported 
yesterday.

At least 154,000 homes were 
without power yesterday, ac-
cording to the US Poweroutage 
website.

As the system made its way 
to the US east coast yesterday, 
several mid-Atlantic states were 
under high wind warnings.

“Maximum wind gusts could 
approach 60 miles (100 kilome-
ters) per hour throughout much 
of the Appalachians, upper Ohio 
Valley and Mid-Atlantic today,” 
the National Weather System 
warned.

Tornadoes are common in the 
United States, especially in the 
centre and south of the country.

President Joe Biden on Friday 
visited the Mississippi city of 
Rolling Fork, one of the worst-
hit areas in last week’s tornado.

In December 2021, tornadoes 
killed about 80 people in Ken-
tucky.

Pope Francis leaves hospital, 
quips ‘I am still alive’

AFP | Rome

A jovial Pope Francis joked with 
well-wishers yesterday as he 

left hospital after a three-night 
stay for bronchitis, and headed 
back to the Vatican to prepare 
for Christianity’s most important 
week.

The 86-year-old pontiff, who 
was admitted to Rome’s Gemel-
li hospital on Wednesday with 
breathing difficulties, got out 
of the car transporting him and 
smiled and joked with the crowd.

Asked by someone how he felt, 
he quipped twice with a big smile 
“I am still alive!”

Francis will now begin prepa-
rations for Holy Week and Easter, 
the most important week in the 
Christian calendar.

The pontiff felt unwell Wednes-
day after a general audience in St 
Peter’s Square, but his condition 
improved after he was given an-
tibiotics.

On Friday, the pope visited the 
children’s cancer ward at the hos-
pital, handing out chocolate East-

er eggs and baptising a weeks-old 
baby boy.

As he left yesterday, he reached 
out to bless sick people, and 
stopped to hug and pray with 
distraught parents whose young 
daughter had just died.

The Argentine pope confirmed 
yesterday he will preside over 
Palm Sunday mass in St Peter’s 
Square, the start of a busy week of 
events leading up to Easter.

Musk’s AI letter is a ‘hot mess’ of hype, say critics
AFP | Washington

A letter signed by Elon Musk 
and hundreds of experts 

calling for a pause in the devel-
opment of artificial intelligence 
is a “hot mess” of “AI hype” that 
even misrepresents an academic 
paper, critics say.

Billionaire Tesla boss Musk 
and other luminaries wrote that 
“AI systems with human-com-
petitive intelligence can pose 
profound risks to society and 
humanity”.

But Timnit Gebru, whose 
academic paper was cited to 
support that claim, wrote on 
Twitter that her article actually 
warns against making such in-
flated claims about AI.

“They basically say the oppo-
site of what we say and cite our 
paper,” she wrote.

Her co-author Emily Bender 
said the letter was a “hot mess” 
and was “just dripping with AI 

hype”.
The risks of AI, she wrote, 

were never about AI being “too 
powerful” but rather they were 
“about concentration of power 
in the hands of people, about 
reproducing systems of oppres-

sion, about damage to the infor-
mation ecosystem”.

The open letter, published on 
Wednesday on the website of 
the Musk-funded Future of Life 
Institute, called for a six-month 
pause in development of power-
ful AI systems.

The signatories, who included 
academics and tech titans like 
Apple co-founder Steve Wozni-
ak, argued that the pause should 
be used to bolster regulation 
and ensure the systems were 
safe.

Climate activists turn landmark Rome fountain black
AFP | Rome

Climate activists in Italy 
turned a Baroque-style 

fountain at the foot of Rome’s 
Spanish Steps black yesterday, 
in a protest they said evoked an 
“end of the world” scenario.

Three activists from the an-
ti-climate change organisa-
tion Last Generation poured a 
vegetable-based carbon liquid 
into the landmark 17th-century 
fountain, known to Romans as 
La Barcaccia, before being es-
corted away by police.

The fountain, in the shape of 
a boat, was designed by famed 
Italian sculptor Pietro Bernini.

Popular tradition has it he 
was inspired by the discovery 

in 1598 of a boat in the square 
after it was washed inland by a 
flooding Tiber river, Last Gen-
eration said.

Turning the water black 
“foreshadows the ‘end of the 
world’ scenario we are heading 
for, as we increasingly step on 

the accelerator: drought alter-
nating with devastating floods, 
which will put an end to life on 
Earth, along with heat waves,” 
it said in a statement.

Last Generation began carry-
ing out peaceful but disruptive 
protests in Italy last year ahead 
of the general election, urging 
politicians from all parties to 
make climate change their pri-
ority.

The protests in Italy are part 
of a series of actions across Eu-
rope to focus attention on cli-
mate change.

Activists have thrown soup, 
cake, mashed potatoes or wash-
able paint at heritage and cul-
ture sites and artworks in mu-
seums.

The damaged remains of a neighbourhood is seen in Little Rock, Arkansas

Elon Musk

The Barcaccia Fountain at Piazza di Spagna in Rome’s historic centre, after the 
activists poured black liquid

Pope Francis leaves the Gemelli hospital

Andrew Tate moved from detention to house arrest in Romania
AFP | Bucharest

Controversial influencer An-
drew Tate and his broth-

er were released after three 
months detention in Romania 
and moved to house arrest 
while they are investigated for 
alleged human trafficking and 
rape.

Tate, a British-American for-
mer kickboxer with millions 

of online followers, along with 
his younger brother and two 
Romanian women, are under 
investigation for allegedly 
“forming an organised crimi-
nal group, human trafficking 
and rape”.

Tate, 36, and his brother 
Tristan, 34, were arrested in 
late December, and have been 
held in pre-trial detention ever 
since, which was again extend-
ed last week.

However, an appeals court 

“rejected the prosecution’s pro-
posal to extend the pre-trial 
detention” and ordered the pair 
be placed “under house arrest”, 
according to a court ruling.

Accompanied by their Ro-
manian lawyers, the brothers 
-- who deny all charges brought 
against them -- were released 
around midnight (2100GMT) 
from the police central arrest 
premises in Bucharest amid 
chaotic scenes, an AFP journal-
ist reported.

Mexico detains migrant accused of starting fire that killed 39
AFP | Mexico City

Mexican prosecutors said 
that they had arrested a 

migrant accused of starting a 
fire that killed 39 people at an 
immigration detention center 
near the US border.

Three immigration officials 
and a private security guard 
have also been detained as part 
of a homicide investigation into 
the blaze that started on Mon-
day night.

Authorities have accused the 
people in charge of the facility 
in Ciudad Juarez of doing noth-
ing to evacuate the detainees.

An arrest warrant was out-
standing for another guard 
wanted in connection with the 
tragedy, Sara Irene Herrerias, 
a prosecutor specializing in 
human rights, told a news con-
ference.

She did not identify the mi-

grant accused of starting the 
fire in a cell where he was be-
ing held with 67 other men, 
apparently in a protest against 
deportations.

According to the authorities, 
the deceased were 18 Guatema-

lans, seven Salvadorans, seven 
Venezuelans, six Hondurans 
and one Colombian.

The injured were 10 Guate-
malans, eight Hondurans, five 
Salvadorans and five Venezue-
lans.

Biden tells Russia to release US reporter
AFP | Washington

President Joe Biden on Friday 
called for Russia to release 

Wall Street Journal reporter 
Evan Gershkovich, who is be-
ing held on espionage charges, 
while rebuffing a call from the 
paper’s editorial board to expel 
Russian journalists from the 
United States.

Asked by White House re-
porters what his message was 
to Russia regarding Gershk-
ovich, a US citizen, Biden said: 
“Let him go.”

The Wall Street Journal’s 
board of opinion editors called 
in a piece published Thursday 
afternoon for the expulsion 
of Russia’s ambassador to the 
United States, as well as “all 
Russian journalists working 
here,” describing the move as 
“the minimum to expect.”

“The timing of the arrest 
looks like a calculated provo-
cation to embarrass the US and 
intimidate the foreign press still 
working in Russia,” it added.

The Journal’s editor in chief, 
Emma Tucker, sent a note to 

the newspaper’s staff Friday, 
saying that “we will carry on 
doing everything in our power 
to secure Evan’s release.”

“Your safety and security are 
what matters most to me, and 
we will continue to protect that 
no matter where you may be 
reporting from,” she added.

Speaking to reporters before 
leaving to view tornado dam-
age in Mississippi, Biden said 
that expelling Russian jour-
nalists was “not the plan right  
now.”

Gershkovich was detained 
in Yekaterinburg, around 1,100 
miles (1,800 kilometers) east of 
Moscow, and is being held in 

detention in Moscow until May 
29 pending trial.

He is believed to be the first 
foreign journalist held for spy-
ing in post-Soviet Russia, and 
his arrest is expected to escalate 
the Kremlin’s confrontation 
with the West amid Moscow’s 
war in Ukraine.

Kremlin spokesperson Dmit-
ry Peskov, responding to the ed-
itorial board’s demand that all 
Russian journalists be expelled, 
said “the newspaper can say 
that, but it should not happen. 
There’s just no reason for this.”

He said that Gershkovich had 
been caught “red-handed.”

US President Joe Biden

Andrew Tate (C) and his brother Tristan Tate (L) walk out of the central arrest 
centre of Bucharest police

An altar is seen outside the immigration detention center where 39 migrants 
died during a fire in Ciudad Juarez, Chihuahua state, Mexico 

The targeting of 
American citizens by 

the Russian government 
is unacceptable. We 

condemn the detention 
of Mr. Gershkovich in 
the strongest terms

WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY KARINE 
JEAN-PIERRE

They basically say the 
opposite of what we 

say and cite our paper
TIMNIT GEBRU

The Gemelli hospital is 
the favoured choice of 
pontiffs to the point of 

being dubbed “Vatican 3” 
by pope John Paul II, who 
was treated nine times at 
Gemelli and spent a total 

of 153 days there

KNOW WHAT

The destructive weath-
er comes as President 

Joe Biden tours the 
aftermath of a deadly 

tornado that struck 
Mississippi a week ago

KNOW WHAT

US position with 
Assad regime has 
not changed

Ashen Tharaka
TDT | Manama

Assistant Secretary of State for 
Near Eastern Affairs Barbara 

Leaf, stressed that US position with 
the Assad regime has not changed.

Highlighting the new sanctions 
on 20th March that rely on export 
and production, she said, “We do 
not intend to normalize with the 
regime ourselves.” 

The US has already started regu-
lar discussion with their partners 
regarding this issue and exposed 
the focus of further sanctions 
against Syria. 

These facts were revealed at a 
recent virtual press briefing over 
Zoom with Assistant Secretary of 
State for Near Eastern Affairs Bar-
bara Leaf, about her recent travel 
to Jordan, Egypt, Libya, Lebanon, 
and Tunisia. 

From March 15 to 23, Leaf has 
travelled among those countries 
to reaffirm the US commitment in 
the region under President Biden’s 
vision. 

Assistant Secretary of State for Near 
Eastern Affairs Barbara Leaf

As part of the probe, 
Romanian police 

have raided several 
properties connected 
to the Tate brothers 
and seized many of 

their assets, including 
a collection of luxury 

cars

KNOW WHAT

1453 1513 1917 1982
Turkish forces under Sultan 
Mehmed II begin the siege of 
Constantinople (Istanbul), which 
falls May 29

Explorer Juan Ponce de 
León claims Florida for 
Spain as the first known 
European to reach Florida

US President Woodrow 
Wilson asks Congress 
to declare war against 
Germany

Several thousand Argentine 
troops seize the Falkland 
(Malvinas) Islands from Great 
Britain

Big tech companies 
like Google, Meta and 
Microsoft have spent 
years working on AI 

systems -- previously 
known as machine 

learning or big data 
-- to help with trans-
lations, search and 

targeted advertising

KNOW WHAT

C U R I O S E R  &  C U R I O S E R

Those protruding T Rex teeth? 
They were covered by lips: study

AFP | Chicago

Sorry, “Jurassic Park” and 
toymakers everywhere.

Tyrannosaurus rex probably 
did not have those exposed 
jagged teeth.

The fearsome choppers of 
arguably the most celebrated 
of dinosaurs were likely cov-
ered by lips when the mouth 
was closed.

It’s not an open and shut 
case, but that’s the conclusion 
of a team of international re-
searchers whose findings are 
published in the journal Sci-
ence.

“Animals like T-Rex, thero-
pod dinosaurs, most likely had 
some sort of lips, like a soft 
tissue covering on their mouth 
to cover their teeth,” said one 
of the authors of the study, 
Thomas Cullen, an assistant 
professor of paleobiology at 
Auburn University.

“This is different than what 
a lot of prior assumptions had 
been -- which was that they 
looked more like crocodiles, 
having the teeth exposed when 

the mouths were closed and 
having no lips.”

To reach their conclusion, 
Cullen and the other research-
ers studied a range of different 
theropods from various muse-
ums and followed several lines 
of inquiry.

They looked at wear pat-
terns, for example, on the 
enamel of dinosaur teeth and 
crocodilians, the most closely 
related animals to theropods 
alive today.

The skeleton of “Sue” the Tyrannosaurus rex at the Field Museum of Natural 
History in Chicago

When we looked at 
enamel thickness 
on the inside and 

outside of the teeth in 
large Tyrannosaurs, 

they don’t show 
that pattern like a 

crocodile. They show 
a pattern more like an 

animal that has lips
THOMAS CULLEN, AN ASSISTANT PRO-

FESSOR OF PALEOBIOLOGY AT AUBURN 
UNIVERSITY
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Across
1- Examine, search; 5- Bushy hairstyle; 9- Headland; 13- Andean country; 14- The Hunter; 15- Bread 
spread; 16- Wrinkle remover; 17- Tablets; 18- Word with French or English; 19- Off-campus local; 
21- ___ culpa; 22- Matures; 23- Goes wrong; 25- Hunk; 27- Falls back; 31- Magazine VIP; 35- Oil of 
___; 36- Diplomat’s forte; 38- Put away; 39- Small island; 40- Clear the boards; 42- Peke squeak; 
43- Author Dahl; 46- Pitfall; 47- Ship stabilizer; 48- Powerful; 50- Amicable; 52- DEA agent; 54- 
WWII battle site; 55- Smelting waste; 58- Boat propeller; 60- Nissan model; 64- Ethereal: Prefix; 
65- Chaplin persona; 67- Hardware fastener; 68- By and by; 69- Law of Moses; 70- Romain de 
Tirtoff, familiarly; 71- Firecracker sound; 72- Foreboding; 73- Consider;

Down
1- Roasting rod; 2- King mackerel; 3- Get one’s ducks in ___; 4- Convent; 5- Onassis, to pals; 
6- Thin layer; 7- Actor’s parts; 8- Marked down; 9- Live together; 10- Sleep like ___; 11- French 
father; 12- Seemingly forever; 14- Run; 20- Vexation; 24- Maze word; 26- Commercials; 27- Lion 
sounds; 28- Marner’s creator; 29- Golden Horde member; 30- Muffler; 32- Fiddled; 33- Bay 
window; 34- Answer; 37- Former Russian rulers; 41- Tomb inscription; 44- Craving; 45- Kind of 
fingerprint; 47- Entangled; 49- Cavern; 51- Building wing; 53- Billiards shot; 55- Swedish auto; 
56- Actress Olin; 57- Elvis’s middle name; 59- Steak order; 61- As to; 62- Trumpet accessory; 
63- Up and ___!; 66- Oh, brother!;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 

I n g r e d i e n t s

• 500 grams of baby red potatoes 
(halved)

• 2 tablespoons olive oil
• Zest of one lemon
• 2 tablespoons za’atar (herb spice)
• ¾ teaspoon fine sea salt

For Garnish/Serving
• 3-4 tablespoons tahini sauce
• ¼ cup pomegranate pearls
• 3 tablespoons pistachios (roughly 

chopped)
• fresh parsley (chopped)

M e t h o d :

1. Preheat the oven to 200°C and line 
the baking sheet pan with parch-
ment paper (or foil).

2. In a large bowl, places the red po-
tatoes, olive oil, lemon zest, za’atar 
seasoning and salt. Toss well to coat.

3. Now, spread the tossed potatoes on 
a lined baking sheet pan in a single 
layer. Roasted for 30-35 minutes or 
until golden and fork tender (last 
4-5 minutes of broiling gives nice 
crispy potatoes).

T o  s e r v e :

1. Take it out of the oven and allow 
it to rest for few minutes (you can 
dish out the potatoes, sprinkle pars-
ley and serve as is).

2. Transfer to a serving platter, driz-
zle tahini sauce, top with chopped 
pistachios and pomegranate pearls, 
sprinkle chopped fresh parsley and 
serve right away!

Za’atar roaster 
red potatoes

Tunisian coppersmiths bring 
fresh shine to Ramadan
AFP | Tunis

The eve of Ramadan is a fran-
tic time for Tunisian copper-
smith Chedli Maghraoui, who 

skilfully puts a new shine on fam-
ilies’ favourite kitchenware before 
the Muslim holy month starts.

From couscous pots to beloved tea 
sets, the metalware gets a profes-
sional polish from the 69-year-old 
craftsman who labours away solo at 
his workshop in the old city of Tunis.

So great is the pre-Ramadan rush 
that he has to politely tell customers 
he is just unable to work any faster: 
“I can’t do it -- I still have other or-
ders and, as you can see, I’m working 
alone.”

Maghraoui scrubs items and uses 
a method known as hot-dip tinning 
where he coats the copper with a 
thin layer of tin to stop metal oxi-
dation -- a process that makes pots 
gleam like new.

As he reconditions one well-loved 
pewter piece, he fans an oven fire 
that heats a pot with the object in-
side, before brushing it and plunging 
it into a large bucket of water.

Maghraoui says he is proud to be 
among the few still practicing the 
time-honoured craft in the ancient 
North African city: “It’s a tradition 
that has existed for centuries and 
it’s still alive.”

Tunisian women often receive 
copper or white copper gifts when 
they get married, or inherit the items 
from their mothers. Many bring their 
beloved heirlooms to Maghraoui to 
protect them a little longer.

“I get a special feeling when I use 
my shiny pot during Ramadan”, said 
Sana Boukhris, 49, an accountant. 

“The tradition reminds me of good 
times as a child, when my mother 
would prepare for the holy month.

“There is blessing in these things I 
inherited from my mother.”

Cracked skin 
Dalila Boubaker, a housewife, said 

she could only afford to get two pots 
polished up for Ramadan this year as 

households across Tunisia struggle 
with inflation and high unemploy-
ment.

“Everything has become so expen-
sive,” sighed Boubaker, with the cost 
for a polish job now ranging from 
20 to 200 dinars ($6-$65) per item, 
depending on the item’s size and  
shape.

Abdejlil Ayari, who has worked 
as a coppersmith in the medina for 
48 of his 60 years, said the run-up 
to Ramadan was intense every year.

“People prepare to have their 
kitchenware treated before Rama-
dan so it looks impeccable for the 
whole month, so the kitchen looks 
good and women enjoy their pots,” 
he said.

Trade is also brisk for beautiful 
old pieces in the Souk En-Nahhas 
(copper market) where around 50 
shops sell reconditioned coffee mak-
ers, teapots, incense burners and 

small cups.
Demand is so high that “we’re 

not taking orders anymore,” said 
Mabrouk Romdhane, who at the age 
of 82 owns three such stores in the 
market in the heart of the medina.

Ayari said he learnt the trade from 
his father and started before he was 
even a teenager, but he now worries 
that few young people want to follow 
in his footsteps.

Maghraoui, who bought his work-
shop 20 years ago from someone 
who had inherited it but didn’t want 
it, agreed.

“Each death among my colleagues 
is a loss for this profession and a step 
towards its disappearance,” he said.

Maghraoui held out the palms 
of his hands, the skin cracked and 
blackened from his trade, and 
said: “This generation wants an 
easy job and doesn’t like having  
this.”

Tunisian women often 
receive copper or white 
copper gifts when they 

get married, or inherit the 
items from their mothers. 
Many bring their beloved 
heirlooms to Maghraoui 
to protect them a little 

longer

KNOW

BETTER

Tunisian coppersmith Chedli Maghraoui (L), 69, holds cooking pots being polished at his 
workshop in Tunis

A coppersmith polishes a couscoussier at a workshop in the medina (old city) of TunisA man views freshly-polished cookware at a coppersmith’s workshop in Tunis

People prepare to have 
their kitchenware treated 

before Ramadan so it looks 
impeccable for the whole 

month, so the kitchen looks 
good and women enjoy 

their pots,
ABDEJLIL AYARI

Ramadan Recipe
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SEADU SALON DE STYLE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38490233 or HANIABATE@ICLOUD.COM
DS SMART SERVICES CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37734924 or SAJJAD.AKHTAR49@HOTMAIL.COM
ELSHADDAI REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33989293 or GIBIPH@GMAIL.COM
V LINE FOOD DELIVERY SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35357653 or MALIKRAEESBUSINESS@
GMAIL.COM
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
ABBAS ABDULLA MOHAMMED has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39672175 or 
TAWABB@YAHOO.COM
CHICAGO STEEL CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FITTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39668330 or 
CHISCONT@BATELCO.COM.BH
Sama trading and furniture has 
a vacancy for the occupation of 
UPHOLSTERER(FURNITURE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39616797 or 
samatfbah@gmail.com
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER/OPERATOR(SHOVEL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39334023 or 
sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.com
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36509129 or info@magicshinebh.com
CLEANING LEADERS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33347766 or 
PERWAIZ_I@HOTMAIL.COM
MERCURE GRAND HOTEL SEEF W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TRAINEE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17299511 or AHMED@JAZAYANI.COM
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17822218 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
MC 6 CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DIESEL MECHANIC, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17402050 or operation@mcsix.me
ALYOUSIFYA MECHANICAL WORK SHOP 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33448080 or ALYOUSIFYA@HOTMAIL.COM
SADIQ YUSUF YAQOOB has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17555558 or 
SADIQYYY@GMAIL.COM
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39334023 or sayedshubbar@
skaldurazi.com
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
SHINE TOWER CLEANING  CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36617007 or STCCONTRACTINGBH@
GMAIL.COM
AL FETIKH GARAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39673979 or 
ALAHMEDBAHRAIN1960@GMAIL.COM
TARGET POINT CONSULTANCY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33440122 or NSHARJEEL875@GMAIL.COM
SHABUDDIN REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36103555 or SHABUDDINROSHID657@
GMAIL.COM
UNICORP COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OPERATOR (FORKLIFT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38411180 or REZA@UNICORPWLL.COM
FLUID TECH TRADING EST has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17623583 or 
admnfluidtech@gmail.com
Atyab restaurant has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36889100 or HASAN@
ARABASIAN.COM
ALHAMAD CONSTRUCTION & 
DEVLOPMENT CO. W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOREMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17226618 or 
ACKR007@GMAIL.COM
ADON INTERNTIONNAL CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 

LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33003406 or AL_ASMER76@
HOTMAIL.COM
AL HILAL MULTI SPECIALTY MEDICAL 
CENTER - SALMABAD has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PHARMACIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17344700 or HRD@
ALHILALHEALTHCARE.COM
SUAAD RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33871600 or 
FAWAZOMERB@GMAIL.COM
AL KARAM AND AL KHAIR SERVICES 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35969113 or MUHAMMADBILALSAEED3@
GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED HASAN AHMED BUHMAID)
KHUDHUR(8601 has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39029606 or 
khalilbuhmaid@hotmail.com
Mechanical Contracting & Services 
Company W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of FITTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36937988 or MCSC@
MCSCWLL.COM
NASSER ABD MOHAMMED B.S.C(CLOSED) 
has a vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17700888 or NASSERAB@BATELCO.
COM.BH
BAHRAIN SERVICES & MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY B.S.C. (CLOSED) has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39468574 or 
aqeel@basma.com.bh
GULF LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17672227 or GULF.
LAUNDRY@HOTMAIL.COM
ARMAN HOTEL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SENIOR SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39655474 or 
NAMALCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17822218 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
MC 6 CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SHEETMETAL WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17402050 or operation@mcsix.me
SHABUDDIN REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36415755 or SHABUDDINROSHID657@
GMAIL.COM
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. close 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39334023 or sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.com
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17491190 or usmc@batelco.com.bh
ORIENTAL PRESS B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ESTIMATOR(COST), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17501000 or 
ORIENTAL@ORIENTALPRESS.COM
YUSUF BIN AHMED KANOO COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SERVICES SUPPORT MANAGER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17728151 or 
saba.mohd@kanoo.com
ALAMIN GARDENS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17732220 or 
ARALAMIN@BATELCO.COM.BH
KOOHEJI JEWELLERY OFFICE W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17530771 or ISHAQ@
KOOHEJI.NET
Nidukki Trading Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17456218 or 
OPERATIONS@NIDUKKI.BH
ALAHLAM TECHNICAL & CONSTRUCTION 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17785335 or HAMED_996@
HOTMAIL.COM
GULF ALUMINIUM ROLLING MILL 
(AUTHENTICATION ON REORGANIZATION 
PLAN) B.S.C CLOSED has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17731000 or CAREER@GARMCO.COM
BUREAU VERITAS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of INSPECTOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17877574 or BVBRN@
BATELCO.COM.BH
SEVENTIES KARAK has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39664667 or 
KARAK1977.BAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
BASHEER CAFETERIA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17333379 or s_hawaj@
hotmail.com
NOOH LAUNDRY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of LAUNDERER/
PRESSER(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39458577 or 
NOOHGROUP58@GMAIL.COM

Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. close 
has a vacancy for the occupation of LIGHT 
VEHICLE DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39334023 or sayedshubbar@
skaldurazi.com
MERCURY CONTRACTING CENTRE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of LABOURER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39667181 or mjmh69@hotmail.com
YATEEM AIRCONDITIONING COMPANY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17253177 or hr@yateemac.net
AL-AHLIA CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17737000 or 
h.s.m1111@gmail.com
MIRHA AND ERAJ GENERAL TRADING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37221311 or 
AL.KHABBAZ@HOTMAIL.COM
MAJEED & MOHAMMED TRADING 
ESTABLISHMENT has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39901000 or suresh@
hajigallery.com
ALNAJEH MART has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39520602 or 
JAFFARSJ66@YAHOO.COM
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. close 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39334023 or sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.com
GULF HOTELS GROUP - GULF HOTEL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PORTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17713000 or 
hussain.almajed@gulfhotelsgroup.com
SIYANA INDUSTRIAL SERVICES & SIAM 
SCAFFOLDS- SIMPLE COMMANDITE 
COMPANY has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SAFETY OFFICER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17552722 or SIAM7373@
BATELCO.COM.BH
TITOLO INTERIOR DESIGNING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17291010 or 
HUSSAINALHAMAR@GMAIL.COM
IBN SINA FOR PRODUCING MEDICAL 
EQUIPMENT FACTORY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17731677 or 
IBNSINABAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
BDC MANPOWER SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17180530 or mona.alnokhedha@bas.
com.bh
Alwadeah vegetables and fruits 
establishment has a vacancy for the occupation 
of LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39450770 or ALWDEEAH@GMAIL.
COM
ARAB SIGN ADVERTISING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33318810 or 
MOHAMMED@ARABSIGNS.COM
THE RITZ - CARLTON BAHRAIN HOTEL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17580000 or rc.bahrz.hr@ritzcarlton.com
MOHAMMED JAWAD ISA CONTRACTING 
GROUP . W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33141013 or jassimjawad98@gmail.
com
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER/OPERATOR(SHOVEL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39334023 or 
sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.com
A.AHMED NASS CONTRACTING CO. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ROAD-ROLLER 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
ALDANA ALUMINUM FACTORY W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ALUMINIUM 
TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17700911 or lmra@
mmetc.com
HOT SPOT MOBILE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39668880 or 
BUSALMAN2009@GMAIL.COM
ABLE CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39275734 or 
M-RAHMA@HOTMAIL.COM
Bahrain Specialist Hospital has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SPECIALISED DOCTOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34384075 or bshhr@bsh.com.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36094012 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
AL WAJAHA PAIACE TAILORING AND 
READYMADE DRESSES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17879715 or 
atyab202020@gmail.com
ALMATOOQ CONSTRUCTIONS EST has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32133133 or amirmatooq@icloud.com
Zain gate cold store has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39667687 or 
SUODLAYAN@GMAIL.COM

YOUSIF QASSIM ARTISTIC CENTRE 
WLL has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CARPENTER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33788877 or ELRUFA3I@GMAIL.
COM
AL REEM GATE CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39771192 or inter.island.bh@gmail.com
AL BARAKA INTERNATIONAL 
CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17740444 or 
ALBARAKACLEARING@GMAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36509129 or info@magicshinebh.com
ALGHALIA W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17710271 or hrvp@
alghalia.com
AL JENAN DOOR SYSTEM has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ACCOUNTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17100114 or 
ALJINAN@HOTMAIL.COM
AL ARAB ELECTRICAL WORKSHOP has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36654990 or ABUAMALOO5350@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED NOOR BUKHARI 
RESTUARANT` has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36061136 or 
sm.alkhabbaz1173@gmail.com
SANTY EXCAVATION AND CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER (MAINTENANCE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17401013 or SANTEC.GLORVS@GMAIL.
COM
BAHRAIN POLYMERS & STEEL FACTORY 
W L L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39660236 or bpolymer@batelco.com.bh
AMEERI INDUSTRIES (AMETECH) has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17166111 or HRAMEERI@AMEERI.COM.BH
BAHRIA FACILITIES SUPPORT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39605308 or SAYEDKHALIDGILLANI@
GMAIL.COM
Istankbake has a vacancy for the occupation 
of COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36357065 or azizya.
rental@gmail.com
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. close 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39334023 or sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.com
Hardees has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER/BARTENDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39025100 or ssaleh@
americana-food.com
FLORA CONTRACTING MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17623882 or accounts@
florabh.com
TEAM CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39289289 or 
teamco98@gmail.com
AL HELLI SUPERMARKET B.S.C CLOSED 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33572333 or hanan@ALHELLI.COM
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.
com
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36094012 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17556665 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
SUNLIGHT INTERIORS & EXHIBITIONS w.l.l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17785961 or ACCOUNTS@SUNLIGHTINTEX.COM
SMALCO CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33040002 or smalco.bh@hotmail.com
AL RAIHANA AL ARABIAH ABAYAT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR(MEN 
& WOMEN CLOAKS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17490182 or 
abdelmonem222222@gmail.com
AL HAIDARIYA HAVEY EQUIPMENTS 
HIRING has a vacancy for the occupation of 
HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17620672 or SKDGRPCO@
BATELCO.COM.BH
GLOBAL REMOTE BAHRAIN W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17811757 or INFO@PROCOAT.CO
WHITE WAY FREIGHT INTERNATIONAL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17810377 or WHITEWAY@BATELCO.COM.
BH

AL ASRIA CONSTRUCTION Co. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CIVIL ENGINEER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34461253 or ALASRIACONSTRUCTION@
GMAIL.COM
Al zubari for construction has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33774455 or 
ALZUBARI1968@GMAIL.COM
AKHTAR AMIN FOR INTERIOR 
DECORATION W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36415755 or 
SHABUDDINROSHID657@GMAIL.COM
BATH AND BODY WORKS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MANAGER (DEPARTMENT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17556555 or AYMAN.JAFAR@ALSHAYA.
COM
COPPER TRADING SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36699564 or 
CTSRADIATOR@CTSRADIATORS.COM
DIVA BEAUTY SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38883553 or NOOR@
DIVABAHRAIN.COM
EXCELLENCE INDUSTRIAL MAINTENANCE 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PLUMBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17532010 or 
a.jawahery@exibah.com
ALROWISH CONSTRCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17592120 or 
hani_814@hotmail.com
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.
com
ABU HANI ALUMINIUM has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39992799 or 
abuhanialuminium3@gmail.com
ALAALI CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17566444 or alaalico@batelco.com.bh
AL HILAL MULTI SPECIALTY MEDICAL 
CENTER - SALMABAD has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PHARMACIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17344700 or HRD@
ALHILALHEALTHCARE.COM
ALNAIZK CARGO has a vacancy for the 
occupation of DRIVER(HEAVY TRUCK), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66673333 or ALNAIZAKCARGO@HOTMAIL.
COM
ADIDA CONTRACTING CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
AGENT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39045234 or RAJU@
ADIDAINTERIORDECOR.COM
EVER FINE TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17227206 or 
GEEPASBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
DURRAT AL KHALEEJ MARINE SERVICES 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ELECTRICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17674316 or duratkhaleej@
hotmail.com
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17822218 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
MTQ OILFIELD SERVICES W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MACHINIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17166827 or ahmed@mtqos.com
Bahrain mechanical construction co. 
w.l.l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORK SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17725027 or BAMCO@
BAMCOGROUP.NET
WALAS STEEL AND ALUMINIUM 
FABRICATION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39699279 or 
WALASCONTRACTING2010@GMAIL.COM
ROMA CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66708118 or info@
awtadi.com
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36094012 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
PURE LINE AUTO CLEANING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39551319 or 
PURELINEBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
The K - Hotel has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WAITER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17360000 or hussain.abbas@
gulfhotelbahrain.com
MENMA FOR PACKING FOOD STUFF has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33336652
AL BAYYNAT CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39471271 or 
ALBAYYNAT@HOTMAIL.COM
BOX MAKER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33229021 or layla@

haridasp.com
CREATIVE STYLE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17464443 or HR2@
CREATIVESTYLE.COM.BH
ARABIAN DREDGING COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36727373 or h.almatrook@adco.bh
ALSABAGH CONTRACTING EST. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39072992 or ISAALI1956@GMAIL.
COM
SMALCO CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33040002 or smalco.bh@hotmail.com
Abdul Rahman Ali Al Saad Power Projects 
Co W l l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17273330 or BEENA.B@
ALSAADPROJECTS.COM
ORIAN CONTRACTING W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33318162 or 
ORIANCONTRACTING88@GMAIL.COM
BDC MANPOWER SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER/
PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17180530 or mona.alnokhedha@bas.
com.bh
ARMAN HOTEL has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WAITER (HOTEL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39655474 or 
NAMALCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
AL ALAYAN CARPENTRY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39337343 or 
ASIAALA7ZAN@GMAIL.COM
Arabian Building Support and Rehabilitation 
Co. LTD - Foreign Br has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36500443 or SABIR@
ABSAR.COM
ALMOASHER CAFETERIA - BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33448868 or MHMD_
ALARADI@LIVE.COM
SHINE TOWER CLEANING  CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36617007 or STCCONTRACTINGBH@
GMAIL.COM
Secure Me W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17749697 or 
secure.me@live.com
GULF RESEARCHER W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33055660 or MAHMOODALSALEH@
GMAIL.COM
BARANI RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33162999 or ADEL_
ALATTAR@HOTMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN GUARDING SOLUTIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37722884 or GOVERNMENT@mre.co
AMITY REAL ESTATE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33460901 or SAMEERA.
HAFEEZ6@GMAIL.COM
DAR AL BINAA BUILDING CONSTRUCTION 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77915555 or documents@dar-albinaa.com
THE ORANGERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SHIFT LEADER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36552208 or 
MBUSANDAL@THEPALACE.COM.BH
Abu Nawal Abayat has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35301525 or 
RMINHAS560@GMAIL.COM
AL Maghlooth and AL Kholeefi Real Estate 
Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33148255 or magstore731@gmail.com
SILVER STAR GATE LAUNDRY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66666432 or 
FAISALALSELAITI@HOTMAIL.COM
New Island Carpentry Company W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37777864 or account@nicbh.com
DANAT AL MUHARRAQ CLEANING AND 
SERVICES has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38843999 or GOLDENERA.S.BH@
GMAIL.COM
Turnkey Contracting W.L.L. has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34006930 or 
TURNKEYCONTRACTING.BH@GMAIL.COM
Fashion Room Tailoring has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66766069 or 
HWADAEI@MOIC.GOV.BH
SOFT LINE CONSTRUCTION & INTERIORS 
Bahraini partnership company has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34095029 or 
ABDULLAKA3882AB@GMAIL.COM
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ART OF CERAMIC CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33331141 or 
JASSIM@AWTADESTATE.COM
WALD ALBALAD SALON has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33364447 or 
DARKMAN81DARKMAN@GMAIL.COM
DORAR TAMMAM FOR TRADING AND 
CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33001108 or nader@dtc.sa
JAFFAR MOHAMMED ALSHUGHUL 
POTTERY FOCTORY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33641614 or ALSHUGEL.
CUSTOMS.CLEARING@GMAIL.COM
Raju Bhai Restaurant has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38001001 or 
MARYAM.BINJAAFAR@GMAIL.COM
Rapid Access Trading Bahrain W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DIRECTOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37778910
New Fog Advertising Services WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17874720 or BINGLYPC@GMAIL.COM
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER/OPERATOR(CRANE), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39334023 or 
sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.com
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY 
(W.L.L) has a vacancy for the occupation of 
LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39470985 or yousif@aanass.net
UMM ALSUBBAN MECHANICAL 
CONTRACTS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17491190 or usmc@batelco.com.bh

TAFCO BUILDING CONSTRUCTION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33217233 or naveelshahzad11@gmail.com
CAPITAL FACILITIES MANAGEMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 77132211 or jobcfmbah@gmail.com
The K - Hotel has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17360000 or hussain.abbas@
gulfhotelbahrain.com
TRADERS VICS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SERVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17586906 or TARIQ.
SHARIF@RITZCARLTON.COM
Glass Point Trading & Manufacturing Co. 
WLL has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39466277 or abdulla.alhiddi55@
gmail.com
Escon express lifts W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICAL ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17554808 or NOOH1916@GMAIL.COM
The 6 Beauty Lounge has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34388031 or 
ALZAYANIA@GMAIL.COM
TILT MARINE CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR(GEN.
MAINTENANCE WORKS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17786818 or sk@
highwavesmarine.com
Moon Beam Electromechanical Company 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17250913 or MOONBEAMWLL.BH@
GMAIL.COM
DFS Aviation Services Bahrain Co WLL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MANAGER 
(PROJECT), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36155121 or MORITZ.MANZEL@DFS-
AS.AERO
Drawing style construction has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 13663000 or 
drawingstylec@gmail.com
HOURIS FOR CLEANINGS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33211281 or Eman.
mirza92@gmail.com
REEM ALZAIN SALON has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66700086 or 
TAIMREEM@YAHOO.COM
R&B FASHION BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33868728 or 
STEFFI.DCRUZ@APPARELGROUPGLOBAL.COM
ALMERAH INTEGRATED SERVICES 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of PAINTER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34332333 or 
ALFWAZ101@HOTMAIL.COM
Sayed Kadhem aldurazi & sons B.S.c. 
close has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39334023 or sayedshubbar@skaldurazi.com
PANORAMA CONTRACTING & ENGINEERING 
SERVI has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17729935 or AHMED@PANORAMABH.COM
SHAW NASS PIPE FABRICATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of QUALITY 
INSPECTOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
AL MOAYYED LANDSCAPES AND SWIMMING 
POOLS has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39770606 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
LULU BAHRAIN HYPERMARKET W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of RETAIL TRADE 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17556665 or careers@bh.lulumea.com
INTERNATIONAL SECURITY SERVICES CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SECURITY GUARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38080801 or HR@issbh.com
THE ART HOTEL & RESORT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WASHING 
MACHINE OPERATOR, suitably qualified 

applicants can contact 16033100 or ABEER@
AMWAJ.BH
SAMEECO INTERNATIONAL TRADING CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ACCOUNTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33322207 or AHMED@BTSBAH.
COM
ORIGINAL OUD ASIA MARKETING & 
PROMOTION TRADING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
AGENT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37756666 or TIGER.REALSTATE.
CLEARANCE@GMAIL.COM
Abdul Rahman Ali Al Saad Power Projects 
Co W l l has a vacancy for the occupation 
of LABOURER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17273330 or BEENA.B@
ALSAADPROJECTS.COM
Al fateh cleaning and Maintenance 
Company w.l.l has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17830078 or kanakaraj.
pk@horizonintlgroup.com
SUPER PAGE ADVERTISING & MARKETING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35113085 or SUPERPAGE434@
GMAIL.COM
FSK Trading W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MANAGER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17216355 or SAMY@
RIMALELECTRONICS.COM
TBSGCC W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LABOURER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66666737 or khalid@
tbsgcc.com
EMPOWER ENTERPRISE PERFORMANCE 
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SALES SPECIALIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39209918 or a.alali@
enterperform.com
WESTON CLEANING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17702123 or 
CLEANING.WESTON@GMAIL.COM
LYFLYT ENERGY CONTRACTING W.L.L 

has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39278453 or SHAHINA.
MAYIN@GMAIL.COM
NORTH AIR CONDITIONING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36699894 or 
NORTHAIRCONDITIONING@GMAIL.COM
UNIQUE LINES PUBLIC RELATIONS 
COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35306808 or 
E3.F@HOTMAIL.COM
AAMIR NISAR REPAIR OF MACHINERY 
AND EQUIPMENT CO.. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37374493 or NISARAMIR878@GMAIL.COM
Davies & mills co. .wl.l has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TECHNICIAN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39725445 or MARTIN.STRATFORD@d-
millS.COM
Green days construction has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39445598 or 
cleangreenbh@gmail.com
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400407 or proffice@almoayyedcg.com
BEYON CONNECT COMPANY B.S.C 
CLOSED has a vacancy for the occupation 
of QUALITY STANDARDS SPECIALIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36363931 or AHMED.ALKHAYYAT@BTC.
COM.BH
RAMATH BICYCLES AND SERVICE 
CENTER W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of ACCOUNTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39839739 or 
SAIDHELPEGROUP@GMAIL.COM
MANAMA CENTER CAFETERIA 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 

34343495 or ABDULLAH33821112@GMAIL.
COM
ALTALHI TRADING AND CONTRACTING 
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(SALES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 35038162 or FAISALSAEED9964@
GMAIL.COM
THE GROVE RESORT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 16033105 or 
HRGROUP.BH@GMAIL.COM
KOCHI MIRCHI RESTAURANT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39276530 or SHOUKKATHALI85@GMAIL.COM
BAYET AL FARAH JEWELRY CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of JEWELRY 
GOLDSMITH (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33345044 or abdulraziq.
odetallah@arzojewelry.com
KURUMULAKH CAFETERIA W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39839739 or SAYEDHELPLINE888@GMAIL.COM
TASHYEED HOSPITALITY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17729935 or 
AHMED@PANORAMABH.COM
SABEEKAH HAUTE COUTURE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of EMBROIDERER(HAND), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38202111 or BALLAMINERAJAE1980@
HOMTMAIL.COM
DAIMOND SALON W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33590861 or 
DAIMOND.SALOON.BH@GMAIL.COM
A & M CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33725553 or 
ZAINAB-ALMANAMI@HOTMAIL.COM
MAGNA MIND HOME INTERIOR DESIGN 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36188644 or ABN.ALGHONIM@
GMAIL.COM

VACANCIES AVAILABLE 
CONTINUED
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Alonso hails best qualifying of 2023 after coming fourth
AFP | Melbourne

Veteran Spanish ace Fernan-
do Alonso missed out on 

the front row in qualifying for 
the Australian Grand Prix on 
Saturday, but hailed his fourth 
place as the best so far this year.

The Aston Martin star, who 
started second in Saudi Arabia 
and has clocked podium fin-
ishes in the two grand prix this 
season, was pipped at the top 
of the timesheets by Red Bull’s 
Max Verstappen.

He also finished behind re-
vived Mercedes pair George 
Russell and Lewis Hamilton, 
but it was a tight finish and the 

41-year-old said he was very 
happy.

“The circuit was difficult to 
judge at times, with changea-

ble temperatures and weather. 
We seemed to improve in every 
session though and the car felt 

good to drive,” said the two-time 
world champion.

“Overall, I think it was prob-
ably our best qualifying session 
so far this season and our closest 
gap to pole position.

“We will see what we can do 
tomorrow because our race pace 
seems to be one of our strengths. 
We are expecting it to be dif-
ficult to overtake, but in these 
cooler conditions it will be an 
interesting race with lots of un-
knowns.”

Teammate Lance Stroll will 
start sixth, sandwiched between 
Ferrari pair Carlos Sainz and 
Charles Leclerc, and described 
the qualifying session as “fun”.

Sinner downs Alcaraz to set up Miami final with Medvedev
AFP | Miami

Italy’s Jannik Sinner turned 
on the style to end Carlos Al-

caraz’s hopes of the “Sunshine 
Double” and his reign as world 
number one, triumphing 6-7 
(4/7), 6-4, 6-2 in their Miami 
Open semi-final on Friday.

Sinner will meet Russian Da-
niil Medvedev in Sunday’s fi-
nal while Alcaraz will lose his 
number one ranking to Novak 
Djokovic.

Medvedev reached his fifth 
straight ATP Tour final with a 
7-6 (7/5), 3-6, 6-3 win over fel-
low Russian Karen Khachanov.

The disappointment for the 
19-year-old Alcaraz, the de-
fending champion in Miami 
and coming off a title at Indian 
Wells, will be tinged with frus-
tration after he struggled in the 
third set with leg cramps.

It had been an enthralling 
and entertaining power-hitting 
performance from both men in 
the first set, with an incredible 
25-shot exchange in the seventh 
game, bring the crowd to their 
feet.

The intense, high quality 

set was eventually won by the 
Spaniard after a tie-break, but 
an inspired Sinner fought back 
in the second. Sinner broke in 
the first game and although Al-
caraz broke back to make it 2-2, 
the 21-year-old Italian sensed 
his moment was arriving and 
showed confidence in his pow-
erful groundstrokes.

The world number one was 
moving with difficulty and was 
broken on his first serve in the 
deciding set. Looking in discom-

fort, he crouched down on his 
baseline in between points and 
shot some worried and confused 
looks to his team in the stands.

Sinner chose some more con-
servative strokes and although 
Alcaraz appeared to recover a 
little, the Italian ran out the win-
ner in three hours.

Alcaraz said his problems had 
appeared during a bathroom 
break after the second set.

Kvitova downs Cirstea to 
reach Miami Open final

AFP | Miami

Petra Kvitova powered into 
the final of the WTA Miami 

Open on Friday with a straight 
sets victory over Romania’s 
Sorana Cirstea.

Czech veteran Kvitova ad-
vanced to a Saturday show-
down against Wimbledon 
champion Elena Rybakina 
with a 7-5, 6-4 win in 1hr 
41min.

In a battle of two of the 
WTA’s more experienced play-
ers, Cirstea, playing in her first 
WTA semi-final in a decade, 
was fastest out of the blocks, 
taking a 5-2 lead in the first  
set.

But the Romanian, who is 
enjoying a revival in form hav-
ing also reached the last eight 
at Indian Wells, failed to con-
vert on either of the two set 
points she had on serve at 5-4, 
with Kvitova breaking twice to 
take the set.

The Czech’s momentum 
carried over into the second 
set where she broke Cirstea in 
the opening game, her third 
straight break, and from then 
it was smooth sailing for the 
33-year-old.

The two-time Wimbledon 
winner lost just seven points 
in five service games in the 
second set as she advanced to 
the Miami final for the first  
time.

Petra Kvitova of Czechia celebrates a point against Sorana Cirstea of 
Romania

Aston Martin’s Fernando Alonso hops 
in his car ahead of qualifying

Jannik Sinner of Italy returns a shot to Carlos Alcaraz of Spain

We will see what we can 
do tomorrow because 

our race pace seems to 
be one of our strengths. 

We are expecting it to 
be difficult to overtake, 

but in these cooler 
conditions it will be an 
interesting race with 

lots of unknowns
FERNANDO ALONSO

When both players play 
tennis like this it is very 

nice to play, you can 
feel it with the crowds. 
There was just a great 

energy with everything. 
It is just nice to be part 

of matches like this
JANNIK SINNER

It’s 1-1 so we will see 
tomorrow who is going 
to take it. She’s playing 

very good, winning 
Indian Wells, returning 

here in the final. 
For sure it’s a great 

achievement
PETRA KVITOVA

Kvitova’s victory gives 
her the chance of 

a ninth career WTA 
1000 title in what will 

be her 13th final
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It had been an en-
thralling and enter-

taining power-hitting 
performance from 

both men in the first 
set, with an incredible 

25-shot exchange in 
the seventh game, 
bring the crowd to 

their feet
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Mercedes will take ‘huge’ 
confidence from Australia: Russell

AFP | Melbourne

George Russell said his 
Mercedes car was the 

“best” he had raced and the 
team took “huge” confidence 
from qualifying at the Austral-
ian Grand Prix regardless of 
what happens in the race.

The Briton will start from 
the front row in Melbourne 
on Sunday alongside domi-
nant Red Bull champion Max 
Verstappen, with his teammate 
Lewis Hamilton third.

Their efforts, outpacing As-
ton Martin’s Fernando Alonso 
and both the Ferraris, raised 
hopes that they could make 
the podium.

Team boss Toto Wolff said 
this week Mercedes had made 

“promising” progress since 
the first two grand prix of the 
season, and Russell said he 
couldn’t be happier.

“I think we’re learning more 
about this car, I don’t think 
it is where we want it to be, 
but it’s evolved, just for the set 
up, from Bahrain to Jeddah to 
here,” he said.

“For sure, the tyres played 
a big part this weekend ... but 
just to be two-and-half tenths 
(of a second) off (Verstappen) 
when we have been a second 
on other occasions.”

T h e  r e s u l t  m a r k e d 
Mercedes’ best Saturday this 
season, with significant up-
grades in the upcoming break 
after Australia set to improve 
its W14 car further.

Russell said he was excited 
by the prospect.

“I think the feeling of the car 
is not the limitation, it feels 
pretty decent,” he said.

Perez hoping Red Bull solve problem that ruined Australian qualifying
AFP | Melbourne

A dejected Sergio Perez said 
yesterday he was hoping 

Red Bull can fix the issue that 
wrecked his Australian Grand 
Prix qualifying so he can “min-
imise the damage” in the race.

The Mexican, who won in 
Saudi Arabia a fortnight ago, had 
a horror day in Melbourne as he 
struggled with grip and balance.

He joined the third practice 
session 20 minutes late as me-
chanics worked on his car, but 
left the track four times when he 
finally got on the circuit.

The problem persisted in 
qualifying when he locked up 
and careened into the gravel at 
Turn 3 on his first lap, beaching 
the car that had to be removed 

by a crane.
It means he will start last 

on Sunday, with a mountain to 

climb to get in the points on 
a track where overtaking isn’t 
easy.

He told reporters the issue 
seemed to be brake balance, 
which he thought had been 
sorted out.

“I hope we are able to fix the 
technical issue for tomorrow, 
otherwise it will be really hard 
to race like this,” he said.

“We are confident that to-
gether as a team we will be able 
to sort it out because it’s very 
important that we do so.

Verstappen on pole in Australia as Mercedes bounce back
AFP | Melbourne

Double world champion Max 
Verstappen claimed pole 

yesterday for the Australian 
Grand Prix ahead of Mercedes’ 
George Russell, but his Red Bull 
teammate Sergio Perez had a 
torrid time and will start last.

In overcast and cool condi-
tions, Lewis Hamilton in the 
other Mercedes was third ahead 
of Aston Martin’s Fernando 
Alonso in a tight session that 
went to the wire.

Last year’s winner Charles 
Leclerc came seventh in the Fer-
rari, with his teammate Carlos 
Sainz fifth.

It was a huge performance 
from Mercedes, whose W14 has 
struggled for speed but is clear-
ly improving as they bettered 
Ferrari.

Lance Stroll in the other As-
ton Martin will start sixth ahead 
of Leclerc with Williams’ Alex-
ander Albon a shock eighth.

Alpine’s Pierre Gasly was 
ninth with Nico Hulkenberg in 

a Haas rounding out the top 10.
It was a second pole of the 

year for Dutchman Verstappen, 
and the 22nd of his career, after 
the season-opening race in Bah-
rain, which he went on to win.

He started from 15th in Saudi 
Arabia a fortnight ago after me-
chanical problems, but sliced 
through the field to come sec-
ond behind Perez.

The 25-year-old knocked out 
his rivals with a flying lap at 
the death of one minute 16.732, 

0.236 secs ahead of Britain’s 
Russell.

“I think the last run was very 
good, the whole weekend has 
been tough to get the tyres in the 
right window,” said Verstappen, 
who has never won in Australia 
and will start on pole for the 
first time at Albert Park.

“Very happy to be on pole, 
already looking forward to to-
morrow. I think we have a good 
race car but it is tricky on the 
tyres, so going to be an interest-

ing race for sure.”
But Mexico’s Perez -- one 

point behind Verstappen in the 
championship standings -- had 
a horror of a day, struggling with 
grip and balance.

He left the track four times 
during the third practice and 
it didn’t get any better in qual-
ifying when he locked up and 
careened into the gravel at Turn 
3 on his first lap.

Ahli, Hala triumph in 
football league
Ahli battle past Budaiya, Hala edge Hidd in week 18 action of 2022/2023 Nasser bin Hamad Bahrain 
Premier League

• Abdulla Jassim Al 
Bahraini, Jamal Rashed 
on target for Ahli

• Abdulaziz Khaled 
Al Mansouri fires in 
both goals for Hala

TDT | Manama

Al Ahli and Al Hala were 
both victorious last night 
in their week 18 games 

of the 2022/2023 Nasser bin 
Hamad Bahrain Premier Foot-
ball League.

Ahli battled past Budaiya 2-1 
while Hala edged Hidd with a 
similar 2-1 score line.

Scoring for Ahli in their win 
were Abdulla Jassim Al Bahraini 
and Jamal Rashed. Al Bahraini 

opened their account in the 
sixth minute with a brilliantly 
hit volley from inside the box. 
Al Bahraini was on the receiv-
ing end of a cross from the right 
wing, and he showed his class 
with his stunning strike.

Budaiya then had a chance to 
equalise from penalty spot in 
the 29th minute, but Frederick 
Ofori Acheampong’s spot kick 
was saved by Ahli goalkeeper 
Ebrahim Luthfallah, who made 
a diving stop to his right.

After the break, Rashed made 
it 2-0 in the 54th minute with 
a spectacular curling free-kick 
from just outside the area. His 
left-footed effort flew to the top-
right corner of goal, past the out-
stretched arm of the opposing 
goalkeeper.

Budaiya were able to get a goal 

back six minutes after the hour-
mark when Acheampong scored 
on a one-on-one with Luthfallah 
in a quick counterattack.

Ahli claimed their seventh 
win and improved to 27 points 
on the league table. Budaiya suf-
fered their 14th loss and stayed 
in last place.

Bangladesh retain 
Shakib, Liton 
for Ireland Test 
despite IPL plea

AFP | Dhaka

Bangladesh have includ-
ed all-rounder Shakib Al 

Hasan and batsman Liton 
Das in the squad for their 
one-off Test against Ireland, 
ignoring their requests to join 
the Indian Premier League.

Shakib will lead the hosts 
in the game from April 4 to 
8 in Dhaka while Liton will 
act as his deputy, the Bang-
ladesh Cricket Board said.

Shakib and Liton are both 
in the Kolkata Knight Riders 
and had both requested a 
discharge from their nation-
al duties after Friday’s con-
clusion to the three-match 
T20 series against Ireland.

“We have been told by the 
board they are both avail-
able for the Test match. 
That’s why they have been 
included in the squad,” chief 
selector Minhajul Abedin 
told AFP.
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Shakib Al Hasan 

I think we’re learning 
more about this car, I 
don’t think it is where 

we want it to be, 
but it’s evolved, just 
for the set up, from 

Bahrain to Jeddah to 
here

GEORGE RUSSELL

I hope we are able to fix 
the technical issue for 
tomorrow, otherwise 

it will be really hard to 
race like this

SERGIO PEREZ

Verstappen knocked 
out his rivals with a 

flying lap at the death 
of one minute 16.732, 
0.236 secs ahead of 

Russell

KNOW

BETTER

Standings
  P W D L +/- Pts
Manama 16 9 4 3 15 31
Al Khaldiya 17 9 4 4 14 31
Sitra  17 8 7 2 10 31
Muharraq 16 8 6 2 15 30
Riffa  17 7 6 4 7 27
Al Ahli  18 7 6 5 1 27
Al Shabab 17 7 2 8 1 23
Al Hala 18 5 6 7 -5 21
Hidd  18 5 5 8 -11 20
East Riffa 17 4 6 7 -5 18
Bahrain Club 16 3 4 9 -8 13
Budaiya 17 1 2 14 -34 5

The result marked 
Mercedes’ best Satur-
day this season, with 
significant upgrades 

in the upcoming break 
after Australia set to 
improve its W14 car 

further

KNOW WHAT

Mercedes’ British driver George Russell in action at the Albert Park Circuit

Red Bull Racing’s Mexican driver Sergio Perez looks on as marshals remove his 
car from the side of the track

Red Bull Racing’s Dutch driver Max Verstappen reacts after taking pole position

Abdulla Jassim Al Bahraini, no. 9, celebrates with teammate Hassan Madan after 
scoring Ahli’s first goal



Man City thrash Liverpool but Jesus keeps Arsenal eight points clear
AFP | London

Manchester City thrashed 
Liverpool 4-1 yesterday 

but remain eight points adrift 
of Arsenal at the top of the Pre-
mier League after Gabriel Jesus 
scored twice in the Gunners 4-1 
win over Leeds.

In the clash between the two 
sides that have dominated Eng-
lish football over the past five 
years, City were a class apart 
despite the absence of Erling 
Haaland due to injury.

Liverpool went in front 
through Mohamed Salah’s 23rd 
goal of the season but were 
blown away in the second half 
after Julian Alvarez brought 
City level before the break.

Pep Guardiola’s men needed 
less than a minute in the second 
period to go in front as Kevin 
De Bruyne tapped home Riyad 
Mahrez’s cross.

Ilkay Gundogan slammed 
home the third before Jack 
Grealish rounded off his best 
performance in a City shirt with 
a fine finish for the fourth.

“Now it’s the Jack we thought. 
Aston Villa fans know this Jack,” 
said Guardiola of Grealish, who 
joined for a Premier League re-

cord £100 million in 2021.
“Nothing changed, it’s just a 

question of believing I am part 
of that, and I can be here.”

A sobering defeat is another 
blow to Liverpool’s hopes of a 
top-four finish as the Reds slip 
to eighth in the table.

Seventh heaven for Arsenal 
Arsenal did not feel the pres-

sure of City briefly cutting the 
gap before kick-off at the Emir-
ates as Jesus marked his first 

league start since November 
with a double.

Bukayo Saka was handed a 
rare rest by Mikel Arteta and 
Jesus took responsibility from 
the penalty spot in his absence 
to open the scoring 10 minutes 
before half-time.

Jesus was sidelined for three 
months after picking up a knee 
injury at the World Cup but the 
former City forward’s return 
for the run-in could deny his 
old club a fifth title in six years.

The Brazilian fired home his 
second goal of the game after 
Ben White doubled Arsenal’s 
lead early in the second half.

Rasmus Kristensen pulled a 
goal back for Leeds, but Granit 
Xhaka rounded off the scoring 
as Arsenal made it seven con-
secutive league wins for the first 
time under Arteta.

Brighton and Brentford 
shared the points after a thrill-
ing 3-3 draw.

Three times Brentford led 
at the Amex through Pontus 
Jansson, Ivan Toney and Ethan 
Pinnock.

But the Seagulls grabbed a 
deserved point thanks to Alexis 
Mac Allister’s late penalty af-
ter Kaoru Mitoma and Danny 
Welbeck also equalised in the 
first half.

A point apiece sees both sides 
edge above Liverpool and with-
in six points of the top four.

Madrid’s Ancelotti confirms ‘exciting’ Brazil interest
AFP | Madrid

Carlo Ancelotti confirmed 
the interest of the Brazilian 

national team in hiring him and 
his excitement at the prospect, 
but said yesterday he wanted 
to fulfil his contract with Real 
Madrid.

 The Italian said the Brazilian 
Football Federation (CBF) want 
him to replace Tite, after the 
coach stepped down following 
the Selecao’s World Cup 2022 
surprise quarter-final exit, with 
Ramon Menezes currently in 

charge on an interim basis.
Ancelotti’s contract with Real 

Madrid ends in June 2024 and 
the veteran Italian, 63, says he 
will respect his deal with the 

Spanish champions.
“Yes, the reality is that the 

Brazilian national team want 
me, I love that and it excites 
me,” Ancelotti told a news con-
ference.

“After that, you have to re-
spect the contract, a contract 
that I want to see out.”

Ancelotti said he is happy at 
Real Madrid in his second spell 
at the club, but that nobody 
knows what could happen in 
the future.

“Everyone can say what they 
want, and then there’s the real-

ity,” added Ancelotti.
“In my case, it’s quite simple. 

I have a contract and I want to 
see it out, because I like Real 
Madrid, I like this club and an-
ything that can happen after 
that is in the future, and nobody 
knows the future.”

Madrid are currently second 
in La Liga, trailing leaders Bar-
celona by 12 points.

Ancelotti’s side host Real Val-
ladolid on Sunday in the top 
flight before facing Barcelona 
in the Copa del Rey semi-final 
second leg on Wednesday.

Rajapaksa helps Punjab bag 
opening IPL win over Kolkata

AFP | New Delhi

Sri Lanka’s Bhanuka Ra-
japaksa smashed 50 to set 

up a seven-run win for Punjab 
Kings in their rain-hit opening 
Indian Premier League match 
against Kolkata Knight Riders 
yesterday.

The left-handed Rajapaksa’s 
32-ball knock and a late charge 
by big-buy Sam Curran, who 
hit an unbeaten 26, powered 
Punjab to 191-5 after being in-
vited to bat first in Mohali.

Left-arm quick Arshdeep 
Singh led the bowling charge 
with three wickets to restrict 
two-time champions Kolkata 
to 146-7 in 16 overs when rain 
stopped play and Punjab won 
by the DLS method.

Rajapaksa set the tone for 
the team’s domination with 
skipper Shikhar Dhawan, who 
made 40, in an 86-run sec-
ond-wicket stand before the 
Sri Lankan big-hitter departed.

Curra n,  a  le f t-h a nded 
all-rounder who became the 
most expensive IPL player 
when Punjab paid $2.23 mil-
lion in the December auc-

tion, proved his worth with 
a 17-ball blitz including two  
sixes.

Punjab replaced Rajapaksa 
with fast bowler Rishi Dhawan 
under the new “impact player” 
rule among other innovations 
in the T20 tournament.

The impact player, who can 
only be an Indian unless the 
team has fewer than four over-
seas players in their XI, is cho-
sen from one of five substitutes 
listed with the team.

Punjab Kings’ Shikhar Dhawan (L) and Bhanuka Rajapaksa run between the 
wickets

Manchester City’s English midfielder Jack Grealish (R) celebrates with 
teammates after scoring their fourth goal
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Ahli through to Khalifa 
bin Salman Cup semis
Three-time defending champions keep hopes alive for historic “four-peat” in prestigious basketball 
tournament

• Subah Hussain 
scores 30 to lead 
three Ahli players 
with over 20 points

• Ahli next to face 
winner of quarter-final 
between Manama 
and Bahrain Club

TDT | Manama

Th r e e - t i m e  d e f e n d -
ing champions Al Ahli 
punched their tickets to 

the semi-finals of the 2022/2023 

Khalifa bin Salman Cup last 
night following a resounding 
105-82 victory over Al Ettihad.

The game was played at 
Zain Basketball Arena in Um 
Al Hassam and the result kept 
Ahli’s hopes alive of securing 
an historic “four-peat” in the 
prestigious annual basketball 
tournament.

Ahli built a big lead early on 
and never looked back, going up 
by as many as 30 points the rest 
of the way.

Ahli are now through to the fi-
nal four where they will play the 
winner of the other quarter-final 
game between league champi-
ons Manama and Bahrain Club.

Ahli join Sitra as the two teams 

who have already qualified for 
the semis. Sitra await their op-
ponents who will emerge from 
the round-of-eight clash be-
tween Muharraq and Al Hala.

Three players scored over 20 
points for Ahli in their big win 
yesterday. Subah Hussain was 
their top man with 30. He also 
took down nine rebounds.

American professional Daka-
ri Johnson added 24 points, 18 
rebounds and six assists, while 
Hesham Sarhan chipped in 
with 23 points, including five 
three-pointers. Maitham Jameel 
also had a double-double for 
Ahli, contributing 14 points and 
10 rebounds while also register-
ing four steals.

Carlo Ancelotti
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Now it’s the Jack we 
thought. Aston Villa 
fans know this Jack

PEP GUARDIOLA

Punjab replaced 
Rajapaksa with fast 
bowler Rishi Dha-

wan under the new 
“impact player” rule 
among other inno-
vations in the T20 

tournament

KNOW

BETTER

Al Ettihad’s Sayed Kadhem Majed is guarded by Al Ahli’s Subah Hussain during 
their game last night

Ahli clinch 
volleyball 
league bronze 
medals
TDT | Manama

Al Ahli last night clinched 
the bronze medals in the 

2022/2023 Isa bin Rashid 
Bahrain Volleyball League.

Ahli secured their place 
on the podium after sweep-
ing past Muharraq 3-0 (25-
22, 25-20, 25-15) in the game 
for third place, held at the 
Isa bin Rashid Arena at the 
Bahrain Volleyball Associ-
ation headquarters at Isa 
Sports City in Riffa.

Ahli were the aggressors 
from the first serve and nev-
er wavered throughout the 
contest. They were spear-
headed by the likes of Ca-
nadian professional Jerome 
Cross, and local stars Naser 
Anan, Mohammed Anan, 
Abbas Al Khabbaz, Ali Al-
sairafi, Sayed Mohammed 
Alabbar and Mahmood Ab-
dulhussain, among others.

Muharraq were led by 
Nigerian Samuel Anthony 
Ogwuche, Abbas Ehsan, 
Hussain Khalifa, Hassan Al 
Haddad and Sayed Ali Mo-
hammed in the loss.


