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SPOITS Of bahral

High-octane karting round

delivers thrilling action at BIKC

Rotax MAX karters step up intense battles as second half of season gets underway

Rashid Almahroos,
Rayyan Najjar, Shaikh
Ahmed bin Sager Al
Khalifa, Rashid Hilal,
and Abdulgader
Qasem take victories in
respective MAX classes

Manama

he Bahrain Rotax MAX

I Challenge (BRMC) kicked
off the second half of

its 2025/2026 season over the
weekend with an exciting fifth
round at Bahrain International
Karting Circuit (BIKC) in Sakhir.

Rashid Almahroos, Rayyan
Najjar, Shaikh Ahmed bin Sager
Al Khalifa, Rashid Hilal, and
Abdulqader Qasem were all
triumphant in their respective
competition categories.

The meeting featured plenty
of high-octane, wheel-to-wheel
battles along BIKC’s 1.414-kilo-
metre CIK-FIA track as the fight
for wins, podiums, and cham-

pionship points continued to
intensify.

The BRMC is the Kingdom’s
premier national karting cham-
pionship, and it features compet-
itors of various ages and nation-
alities racing in their very own
Rotax-powered machinery.

The championship is organ-
ised and run by Bahrain Interna-
tional Circuit and BIKC in coop-
eration with the Bahrain Motor
Federation and Bahrain Karting
Commission.

Rashid took his victory in
the Micro MAX category. Enzo
Younes started the day strong by
topping the practice timesheet,
but Rashid took pole position
in qualifying and charged to
the victory in the pre-final. He
then won the nine-lap final
from pole in a total race time
of nine minutes 14.157 seconds.
Enzo followed 2.937s behind as
the runner-up, while Sami Al-
bandak came third 7.773s from
first place.

Rayyan captured his win in the
Mini MAX class. Faisal Alnajjar
was the pace-setter in practice

and he also took pole in qualify-
ing. But in the pre-final, Rayyan
emerged victorious, and then
he led the final from start to fin-
ish to take the chequered flag
in 8:52.810 after nine laps. Leo
Saruhan followed 0.248s back,
while Faisal came third 0.363s
adrift.

Amongst the Junior MAX
fleet, Shaikh Ahmed claimed
the all-important win. Jude An-
drews began the meeting by out-
pacing Shaikh Ahmed by a mere
0.005s in practice, but Shaikh
Ahmed powered to the top in
qualifying and the pre-final.
He then rode his momentum
into the 15-lap final where he
secured a pole-to-flag victory in
13:45.907.

Leopold Juch came second
0.148s from the victor, while
Ryan Suckling rounded out the
podium 8.129s behind.

In a tight Senior MAX final,
Hilal inherited the victory de-
spite finishing fifth on the road
after 15 laps, with all four drivers
ahead of him being handed post-
race penalties.
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practice and qualifying before
Khaled Najjar won the pre-final.
But in the decisive stage, and
with the Senior MAX class fea-
turing a packed 17-karter grid,
the order was jumbled in the
first few laps and a series of pen-
alties were later issued by the
stewards.

Hilal was eventually promoted

to first with a winning time of
13:35.763, while his fellow-po-
dium finishers Yousif Alaali and
Mohammed Hilal also benefited
from the penalties. Alaali was
classified second overall 0.520s
behind Rashid Hilal after fin-
ishing eighth on the road, while
Mohammed Hilal rose to third
1.680s back after originally tak-
ing ninth.

In the DD2 MAX class, Rakan
Alfayez led practice and Abdulla
Sajjad took pole in qualifying,
but Qasem took charge in the
pre-final. He went on to win
the final from pole in 13:17.436
after 15 laps, followed by Al-
fayez 0.232s behind and Mo-
hammed Sajjad with a 14.030s
gap.
After all the action, the win-
ners and other top-three placers
were presented their respective
trophies in the podium cere-
monies.

The BRMC features a total of
eight rounds in its 2025/2026
calendar. Round six is scheduled
for 13 February, and then the sev-
enth and penultimate meeting
will then be held on 28 March.
That will pave the way for the
championship finale, slated for
18 April at BIKC.

For more information on the
BRMC or other events and ac-
tivities at BIC or BIKC, visit bah-
raingp.com, call the BIC Hotline
on +973-17450000, or follow the
circuit’s official social media
channels.

Ebrahim K Kanoo Drag and Drift Nights to bring twice the thrills to BIC today

Manama

he latest edition of the wide-

ly popular Ebrahim K Ka-
noo Drag and Drift Nights takes
place today at Bahrain Interna-
tional Circuit (BIC) in Sakhir.

“The Home of Motorsport in
the Middle East’ will once again
be a hive of activity with action
set to be held both along BIC’s
world-class, quarter-mile drag
strip and at the circuit’s vast ve-
hicles dynamics area.

Ebrahim K Kanoo Drag and
Drift Nights is a fan-favourite
experience that features two of
the most popular and adrena-
line-pumping forms of motor-
sport today, and participants will
be able to take part in their very
own cars or motorbikes.

Speed enthusiasts can push
their vehicles to their limit either
down the BIC strip or around the
vehicle dynamics area. There is

also the option to do both, mak-
ing for a fantastic double-header
over a single evening’s activity.
Today’s Ebrahim K Kanoo
Drag and Drift Nights is sched-
uled to take place from 5pm to

11pm.

Both the drag racing and the
drifting can be done for a single
fee of BD11. Participation in just
the drag racing or just the drift-
ing costs BDS.

Bookings can be made online
at BIC’s official website bah-
raingp.com or by calling the BIC
Hotline on +973-17450000.

Those who would like to expe-
rience the drag or the drift as a

passenger can get into a partici-
pant’s car for an additional fee of
BD4.500. Registration for those
wishing to join can be done on
site. Spectators who would like
to attend and watch the action in

the Ebrahim K Kanoo Drag and
Drift Nights can also purchase
their tickets online at BD2 apiece
at bahraingp.com.

The BIC drag strip is high-
ly regarded as one of the best
in the world, and it is a part of
the prestigious NHRA World-
wide Network of the US-based
National Hot Rod Association
(NHRA).

BIC’s vehicle dynamics area
features a specially configured
layout for drifters. It is sur-
rounded by safety barriers and
is one of the largest open tarmac
areas in Bahrain, ideal for an
amazing display of power sliding
within a secure environment.

For more information on
Ebrahim K Kanoo Drag and
Drift Nights or other events and
activities at BIC, visit bahraingp.
com, call the BIC Hotline, or fol-
low the circuit’s social media
channels.



