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Ford Motor Company institutes 
the world’s first moving assembly 
line for the Model T Ford

Leningrad mayor Sergei Kirov is 
assassinated, Joseph Stalin uses 
it as an excuse to begin his Great 

Purge of 1934-38

Rosa Parks is arrested for refusing 
to move to the back of a bus and 
give her seat to a white passenger in 
Montgomery, Alabama

Benazir Bhutto is named 
Prime Minister of 

Pakistan, the first female 
leader of a Muslim country
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On Commemoration 
Day, we remember 

those who gave their 
lives for the UAE with 
courage and pride. In 
recognising the immense 
sacrifices of our heroes 
and their families, we 
affirm our deep-rooted 
belief that dedication 
and service continue to 
safeguard our beloved 
nation.

@MohamedBinZayed

@AlboMP, am pleased 
to share my warm-

est congratulations on 
your wedding!

@DrTedros

Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
/@ZelenskyyUa·20h 

The Ukrainian delega-
tion should already be in 
the United States by this 
evening, U.S. time. The 
dialogue based on the 
Geneva points will con-
tinue. Diplomacy remains 
active.

@ZelenskyyUa

Rapid developments 
in science & tech-

nology threaten to make 
the acquisition & use of 
chemical weapons easier. 
We cannot allow this. As 
we pay tribute to the vic-
tims of chemical warfare, 
I urge States to reaffirm 
their commitment to a 
world free of these re-
pugnant weapons.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u The health ministry in 
Hamas-run Gaza on Saturday said 
more than 70,000 people have been 
killed since the war between Israel 
and Hamas erupted more than two 
years ago. The milestone comes as a 
fragile US-brokered ceasefire largely 
holds, but with both sides accusing 
the other of violating the terms of the 
deal. In a statement, Gaza’s health ministry 
said the death toll from the war had risen 
to 70,100. The ministry said that since the 
ceasefire came into effect on October 10, 354 
Palestinians had been killed by Israeli fire. 
Two bodies arrived at hospitals in the Gaza 
Strip in the past 48 hours, the ministry said, one of which had been recovered 
from beneath the rubble.

u Pakistan dismissed yesterday a warning by the UN rights chief of 
potential “far-reaching consequences” for the rule of 
law in granting the head of the all-powerful military 
legal immunity. The foreign ministry said Pakistan 
was “fully committed to protecting... basic freedoms 
and the rule of law as enshrined in the constitution”, 
responding to criticism from UN rights chief Volker 
Turk. A constitutional amendment approved by 
parliament earlier this month, shielding Field Marshal 
Asim Munir and other top officials from prosecution for 

life, has raised alarm among rights group. The change also created a new Federal 
Constitutional Court, stripping the Supreme Court of some of its powers and 
tightening oversight of judges. “These changes, taken together, risk subjugating 
the judiciary to political interference and executive control,” Turk said in a 
statement on Friday. He warned of a risk of “far-reaching consequences for the 
principles of democracy and rule of law which the Pakistani people hold dear”

u Iran’s Revolutionary Guards have 
seized a ship flying the flag of Eswatini and carrying 
“smuggled fuel”, state media reported yesterday.  
Iranian forces regularly target tankers illegally 
transporting fuel in the Strait of Hormuz, a key 
chokepoint for global oil and liquefied natural 
gas shipments. “A vessel carrying 350,000 litres of 
smuggled fuel operating under the flag of Eswatini 
was seized and taken to Bushehr” in the south-west, 
state television said, quoting a local Revolutionary 
Guards commander. “There are 13 crew members on 
board, all from a neighbouring country and India,” it 
added. Earlier this month, the Revolutionary Guards -- 
the ideological arm of the Islamic republic’s military -- confirmed they had seized 
a Marshall Islands-flagged oil tanker in the Gulf. The company managing the ship 
later said Iran had released the tanker and its 21 crew members were safe.

Pakistan 
rejects UN 
warning 
over lifetime 
immunity for 

military chief

Iran Guards 
seize foreign ship 
carrying ‘smuggled’ 

fuel

Death toll from 
Gaza war surpasses 
70,000: health 

ministry

The annual monsoon season, 
typically between June and 

September, often brings 
heavy rain, triggering land-

slides and flash floods.

KNOW WHAT

Netanyahu submits pardon 
request in Israel corruption cases
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu, on trial 

facing corruption charges, 
announced yesterday he had 
submitted a pardon request, 
saying the long-running cases 
were tearing the country apart.

US President Donald Trump 
wrote to Israeli President Isaac 
Herzog earlier this month, 
asking him to pardon Netanya-
hu, who has repeatedly denied 
wrongdoing in the ongoing 
court cases.

“The trial in my case has 
been ongoing for nearly six 
years, and is expected to con-
tinue for many more years,” 
Netanyahu said in a video 
statement.

He said he wanted to see 
through the process until ac-
quittal, “but the security and 
political reality -- the national 
interest -- dictate otherwise. 

The State of Israel is facing 
enormous challenges”.

“The continuation of the 
trial is tearing us apart from 
within, arousing fierce divi-
sions, intensifying rifts,” he 
added.

The cases against Netanyahu 
have exposed divisions in Is-
raeli society between his sup-
porters and opponents.

Netanyahu’s backers have 
dismissed the trials as politi-
cally motivated.

The premier and his wife 
Sara are accused in one 
case of accepting more than 
$260,000 worth of luxury 
goods such as cigars, jewellery 
and champagne from billion-
aires in exchange for political  
favours.

He is also accused of at-
tempting to negotiate more 
favourable coverage from two 
Israeli media outlets in two 
other cases.

People look at the aftermath of a major fire that swept through several 
apartment blocks at the Wang Fuk Court residential estate in Hong Kong’s 
Tai Po district

Hong Kong in mourning as fire 
death toll climbs to 146

AFP | Hong Kong, China

Crowds of mourners gath-
ered yesterday across 

Hong Kong including thou-
sands near the apartment 
blocks that were engulfed in 
flames earlier this week, kill-
ing at least 146 people in the 
city’s deadliest fire in decades.

Police as well as Hong Kong’s 
anti-corruption watchdog 
have launched investigations 
into the blaze at Wang Fuk 
Court, but a petition calling 
for greater accountability and 
demanding an independent 
probe was swiftly shut down 
as an organiser was reportedly 
arrested for sedition.

The first Sunday since the 
deadly inferno saw thousands 
flock to a small park next to 
the charred residential estate, 
which has become a focal 
point for grief over what was 
the world’s deadliest residen-
tial building fire since 1980.

The queue of people, many 
dressed in dark colours and 
holding flowers, stretched 
more than 1.2 kilometres (0.75 
miles) in the Tai Po neigh-
bourhood, an AFP reporter 
saw, meaning some mourners 
had to wait hours to pay their 
respects.

Police said on Sunday that 
the death toll had risen to 146, 
up from 128 recorded the day 
before, as officers of the Disas-
ter Victim Identification Unit 
broadened their search in the 
estate and recovered addition-
al bodies.

“As of 4:00 pm (0800 GMT), 
the latest death toll stands at 
146. We cannot rule out the 
possibility of further fatali-
ties,” Chief Superintendent 
Tsang Shuk-yin of the police’s 
casualty enquiry unit told a 
news conference.

The 18 additional bodies 
were found in flats, staircases, 
hallways and rooftops, police 
said, adding that the wrecked 
building interiors complicated 
the search.

Hong Kong officials have set 
up an interdepartmental task 
force to look into the cause of 
the blaze.

The city’s anti-corruption 
watchdog has arrested 11 
people in connection to the 
fire, three of whom were also 
arrested by police for man-
slaughter.

Hong Kong media have 
widely reported, citing un-
named sources,  that po-
lice have made one sedi-
tion arrest in relation to the  
fire.

Reports said the person ar-
rested was 24-year-old student 
Miles Kwan, who was among 
those handing out flyers on 
Friday calling for governmen-
tal accountability and an inde-
pendent probe.

Police told AFP on Saturday 
that it “will take actions ac-
cording to actual circumstanc-
es and in accordance with the 
law” and said they had noth-
ing further to add on Sunday 
evening.

Kwan could not be reached 
by phone on Sunday.

People gather around the Deduru Oya Bridge, which collapsed after floods in Kurunegala

Floods hit Sri Lanka’s 
capital as cyclone 
death toll rises to 334

AFP |Colombo, Sri Lanka

Sri Lankan authorities bat-
tled rising floodwaters in 
parts of the capital yes-

terday after a powerful cyclone 
left a trail of destruction, killing 
at least 334 people across the 
country.

The northern part of Colom-
bo was facing a major flood, as 
the water level in the Kelani 
River continued to rise, the 
Disaster Management Centre 
(DMC) said.

The death toll had reached 
334, with several people miss-
ing, the DMC reported, fol-
lowing a week of heavy rains 
brought on by Cyclone Ditwah, 
which moved away from Sri 
Lanka on Saturday.

“Although the cyclone has 
left us, heavy rains upstream are 
now flooding low-lying areas 
along the banks of the Kelani 

River,” a DMC official said.
President Anura Kumara 

Dissanayake declared a state 
of emergency on Saturday to 
deal with the aftermath of the 
cyclone and appealed for inter-
national aid.

India was the first to respond, 
sending relief supplies and two 
helicopters with crew to carry 
out rescue missions.

Japan said it will send a 
team to assess immediate 
needs and pledged further  
assistance.

While the rains have sub-
sided across the island, sev-
eral roads in the worst-af-
fected central province re-
mained inaccessible, the DMC  
said.

The extreme weather sys-
tem has destroyed more than 
20,000 homes and sent 122,000 
people into state-run tempo-
rary shelters.

Another 833,000 people re-
quired assistance after being 
displaced by the floods.

Troops from the army, navy, 
and air force have been de-
ployed alongside civilian work-
ers and volunteers to assist with 
the relief effort.

Officials reported that about 
a third of the country remains 
without electricity or running 
water due to collapsed pow-
er lines and inundated water 
purification facilities. Internet 
connections have also been dis-
rupted.

The cyclone has become Sri 
Lanka’s deadliest natural dis-
aster since 2017, when flooding 
and landslides claimed more 
than 200 lives and displaced 
hundreds of thousands.

The worst flooding since the 
turn of the century occurred in 
June 2003, when 254 people 
were killed.

‘End of an era’
 MTV pulling plug on music channels
AFP | London, United Kingdom

MTV kick-started a new era 
of music and pop culture 

in 1981, when it went on air 
for the first time, emblemati-
cally playing “Video Killed the 
Radio Star” as its debut music 
video.

More than 
f o u r  d e c -
ades later, the 
channel, now 
owned by US 
media  giant 
P a r a m o u n t 
Skydance, will 
wind down its international 
music broadcasting by the end 
of the year as it struggles to 
compete with online stream-
ing and social media.

MTV Music, MTV Hits and its 
80s and 90s music shows will 
be shut down in the UK and 
other European countries in 
the coming months, sources at 
Paramount confirmed to AFP.

These music channels will 
stop broadcasting at the end 
of the year in France, Germany, 
Poland, Australia and Brazil 
as well, according to various 
media reports.

It has been declared the 
“end of an era” by dismayed 
fans and former MTV video 
jockeys -- the beloved mu-

sic presenters known as VJs 
who appeared on millions of 
screens at the the height of the 
network’s popularity.

However, the conditions 
that made MTV “revolution-
ary” simply “don’t exist any-
more”, said Kirsty Fairclough, 

a professor 
o f  s c r e e n 
s t u d i e s  a t 
Manchester 
Metropoli-
tan Univer-
sity.

T h e  r i s e 
o f  d i g i t a l 

streaming platforms like You-
Tube and TikTok has “com-
pletely refigured how we en-
gage with music and images”, 
the researcher on popular cul-
ture told AFP.

Viewers or listeners now ex-
pect “immediacy” and “inter-
activity” that sitting in front of 
the television to watch rolling 
music videos cannot provide, 
she added.

James Hyman, who direct-
ed and produced MTV Eu-
rope’s dance music shows in 
the 1990s, agrees the network 
thrived before the internet was 
ubiquitous.

“It was so exciting, because 
that’s mainly all people had,” 
Hyman told AFP.

Indonesia, Thailand race to find 
missing as flooding toll tops 600
Heavy monsoon rain overwhelmed swaths of Indonesia, Thailand and Malaysia

• Death toll in 
Indonesia rose to 442

• In Thailand, at least 
162 people were killed

AFP | Padang, Indonesia

Indonesian and Thai author-
ities raced yesterday to clear 
debris and find hundreds 

of missing people as the death 
toll from devastating floods and 
landslides across Southeast Asia 
topped 600.

Heavy monsoon rain over-
whelmed swaths of Indonesia, 
Thailand and Malaysia this week, 
leaving thousands of people 
stranded without shelter or crit-
ical supplies.

At least two areas of Indone-
sia’s worst-affected Sumatra is-
land were still unreachable on 
Sunday, and authorities said they 
had deployed two warships from 
Jakarta to deliver aid.

Central Tapanuli and Sibolga 
city “require full attention due to 
being isolated”, National Disas-
ter agency head Suharyanto said 
in a statement, adding that the 
ships were expected in Sibolga 
on Monday.

The death toll in Indonesia 
rose to 442, while 402 were still 
missing, according to a tally pub-
lished on Sunday by the disaster 
authority.

It said at least 646 people had 
been injured.

In Sungai Nyalo village, about 
100 kilometres (62 miles) from 
West Sumatra’s capital Padang, 
floodwaters had mostly receded 
on Sunday, leaving homes, ve-
hicles and crops coated in thick 

grey mud.
Authorities had not yet begun 

clearing roads, residents told AFP, 
and no outside assistance had 
arrived.

“Most villagers chose to stay; 
they didn’t want to leave their 
houses behind,” said Idris, 55, 
who, like many Indonesians, goes 
by one name.

Across the island towards the 
north coast, an endangered Su-
matran elephant lay buried in 
thick mud and debris near dam-
aged buildings in Meureudu 
town.

Public criticism
In Thailand, where at least 162 

people were killed in one of the 
worst floods in a decade, author-

ities continued to deliver aid and 
clear the damage.

Relief measures rolled out by 
the Thai government include 
compensation of up to two mil-
lion baht ($62,000) for house-
holds that lost family members.

However, there has been grow-
ing public criticism of Thailand’s 
flood response, and two local of-
ficials have been suspended over 
their alleged failures.

Two people were killed in Ma-
laysia after floods left stretches of 
northern Perlis state underwater.

A tropical storm has exacer-
bated conditions, and the tolls 
in Indonesia and Thailand rank 
among the highest in floods in 
those countries in recent years.

Climate change has affected 

storm patterns, including the du-
ration and intensity of the season, 
leading to heavier rainfall, flash 
flooding and stronger wind gusts.

Vehicles parked on an elevated road to keep them out of flood waters in Hat Yai in Thailand’s southern Songkhla province

Iran, Turkey agree to build 
key trade rail link

AFP | Tehran, Iran

Iran and Turkey have agreed 
to begin constructing a new 

joint rail link to serve as a stra-
tegic gateway between Asia and 
Europe, Iranian Foreign Minister 
Abbas Araghchi said yesterday. 

The planned route, known in 
Iran as the Marand–Cheshmeh 
Soraya railway transit line and 
running towards Turkey’s Aralik 
border region, will cover around 
200 kilometres (120 miles}.

It will cost roughly $1.6 billion 
and is expected to take three to 
four years to complete, Iranian 
authorities have said.

Earlier this month, Iran’s 
transport minister Farzaneh 
Sadegh said the rail line would 

transform the southern section 
of what was once the Silk Road 
into an “all-rail corridor ensuring 
the continuity of the network be-
tween China and Europe”.

It would also ensure “fast and 
cheap transport of all types of 
cargo with minimal stops”, she 
added. At a joint press conference 
on Saturday with his Turkish 
counterpart Hakan Fidan, Aragh-
chi said “emphasis was placed 
on the need to remove barriers 
to trade and investment be-
tween the two countries”. “The 
two countries also stressed the 
importance of the rail link ... in 
the region and expressed hope 
that the construction of this line 
can start as soon as possible,” he 
added.

Swiss right-to-die group says 
founder dies by assisted suicide
AFP | Geneva, Switzerland

The head of Swiss right-to-
die organisation Dignitas 

has died through assisted sui-
cide, the group said in a state-
ment yesterday. 

Ludwig Minelli, who found-
ed the group in 1998, died on 
Saturday just days before 
his 93rd birthday, Dignitas  
said.

Dignitas said it would “con-
tinue to manage and develop 
the association in the spirit of 
its founder as a professional 
and combative international 
organisation for self-determi-
nation and freedom of choice 
in life and at the end of life”.

Minelli, a lawyer by trade, 
faced plenty of legal challenges 
and made several successful 
appeals to the Swiss supreme 
court and the European Court 
of Human Rights (ECHR).

Dignitas said his work had a 
lasting influence on Swiss law, 
pointing to a 2011 ECHR ruling 
that recognised the right of a 
person to decide the manner 
and time of their own end of 
life.

Swiss law does not allow for 
euthanasia, where a doctor 
or other person administers 
a lethal injection for example.

But assisted dying -- when a 
person who articulates a wish 
to die commits the lethal act 
themselves -- has been legal 
for decades.

Unlike some similar organ-
isations in Switzerland, Dig-
nitas, which says it has more 
than 10,000 members, also of-
fers its services to people living 
outside the country.

Ludwig Minelli

Members of historical clubs dressed as 1812 French and Russian soldiers take part in a staged battle to mark the 213th 
anniversary of Napoleon’s army retreat from Russia across the Berezina River, near the village of Studenka, in Barysaw 

When history marches back into battle
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