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HISTORY
Cnut the Great [Canute], 
King of Denmark, claims 
the English throne after the 
death of Edmund ‘Ironside’

The first German Beer Purity Law (Reinheits-
gebot), is promulgated in Munich by Albert IV, 
Duke of Bavaria stating beer should be brewed 

from only three ingredients – water, malt and hops

 English 
Parliamentary 
army captures 
King Charles I

Grand Duke of Tuscany Leopold II 
promulgates a penal reform, making his the 1st 

state to abolish the death penalty. November 
30 commemorated as Cities for Life Day.
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Thank goodness we 
have 5 constitution-

al conservatives on the 
Supreme Court. 

@Jim_Jordan

The United States has 
surpassed 13 million 

coronavirus cases. I’m 
thinking about all those 
who have lost a parent, a 
grandparent, or a loved 
one to this deadly pan-
demic. My heart goes out 
to each and every one of 
you.

@SenKamalaHarris

It’s easy for those living 
far outside the range 

of Iran’s nuclear capable 
missiles to downplay or 
ignore the danger they 
pose But those who lead a 
nation surrounded by Ira-
nian potential launching 
sites for a future attack 
don’t have the luxury of 
being delusional or naive

@marcorubio

I’m not fighting for 
me, I’m fighting for 

the 74,000,000 million 
people (not including the 
many Trump ballots that 
were “tossed”), a record 
for a sitting President, 
who voted for me!

@realDonaldTrump

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)
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63,231,139

1,467,928

43,724,713

Deaths

Recovered:

New cases 

New deaths 
+171,572

+3,077

Country Total 
cases

new 
cases

Total 
deaths

New 
Deaths

Total 
recovered

Active 
cases

Egypt 106,707 6,211 98,981 1,515

Saudi 
Arabia

345,631 +399 5,329 +16 332,117 8,185

UAE 127,624 +1,390 482 +2 122,458 4,684

Kuwait 123,092 +775 756 +7 114,116 8,220

Oman 113,820 +466 1,203 +13 99,997 12,620

Qatar 131,689 +257 230 128,617 2,842

Middle East

Country Total cases Total  
deaths

1 USA 13,757,807 273,152

2 India 9,449,093 137,397

3 Brazil 6,314,740 172,848

4 Russia 2,295,654 39,895

5 France 2,218,483 52,325

6 Spain 1,646,192 44,668

7 UK 1,617,327 58,245

8 Italy 1,585,178 54,904

9 Argentina 1,418,807 38,473

10 Colombia 1,308,37 36,584

11 Mexico 1,107,071 105,655

12 Germany 1,060,414 16,602

13 Poland 990,811 17,150

14 Peru 962,530 35,923

G l o b a l  t a l l y

C O V I D - 1 : 9  C o u n t r i e s  w o r s t  a f f e c t e d

Figures as of closing

News in brief 
 u Russia plans to begin 
mass trials of its second 
coronavirus vaccine, 
EpiVacCorona, on people aged 
over 18, the RIA news agency 
cited the consumer health 
watchdog Rospotrebnadzor 
as saying. EpiVacCorona, which is 
being developed by Siberia’s Vector 
Institute, was authorised this month to carry 
out trials on 150 volunteers over 60 and 3,000 
volunteers over 18, the watchdog has said. The 
trials will be conducted in Moscow and several 
other cities including Kazan and Kaliningrad, the 
TASS news agency cited it as saying.

u A Chinese court jailed 53 people 
on Monday after convicting them on charges including bribery and 
negligence over a massive chemical factory explosion in eastern China last year 
that killed 78 people. The blast in Jiangsu province in March 2019 was one of the 

worst industrial accidents in 
the country in recent years, and 
led to the closure of the plant. 
Executives and employees of 
Jiangsu Tianjiayi Chemical 
company received sentences 

ranging from 18 months to twenty years in prison, the official Xinhua news agency 
reported.

u Maritime border talks between Lebanon and Israel 
scheduled for Wednesday have been postponed, and U.S. mediators 
will now contact the two old foes separately, Israeli and Lebanese officials said on 
Monday. The 
negotiations 
were launched 
in October with 
delegations 
convening at a 
U.N. base to try to resolve a dispute about their maritime border that has held up 
hydrocarbon exploration in the potentially gas-rich area.

u US President-elect Joe Biden will 
nominate 
former Federal 
Reserve chair 
Janet Yellen to 
be his treasury 
secretary and 
announced other 
members of 
his economic team on Monday, the Biden 
transition team said in a statement. The 
Democrat’s picks include Wally Adeyemo as 
deputy treasury secretary, Neera Tanden 
as director of the Office of Management 
and Budget and Cecilia Rouse to lead 
the Council of Economic Advisers, the 
transition team said.

China 
jails 53 
for deadly 
factory blast

Israel-
Lebanon maritime 
border talks 
postponed

Biden 
taps Yellen 
for Treasury, 
announces other 
members of 
economic team

Russia 
begins mass 
trials of second 
coronavirus 

vaccine

Sri Lanka’s government said Monday that it was building 
trenches and erecting electric fences to stop elephants eating 
plastic trash at open garbage dumps. Plastic in Sri Lankan 
landfills is a major killer of elephants, with autopsies showing 
large quantities of it in the stomachs of animals who died in 
agony after rummaging at dumps. The Department of Wildlife 
Conservation said the number of open tips had been cut to 15 
from 54 since 2017, but that the problem persisted at nine sites.

E l e p h a n t s  e a t i n g  p l a s t i c  t r a s h

Thai police charged five key leaders of the country’s pro-democracy protest movement Monday under the kingdom’s 
tough royal defamation laws, the first such use of the controversial legislation in two years. Section 112 of the Thai 
penal code is one of the world’s toughest lese majeste laws, shielding the ultra-powerful King Maha Vajiralongkorn 
from criticism. But in recent months leaders of the pro-democracy movement have called for reforms to the monarchy 
-- including for the law’s abolition -- a move that has sent shockwaves through Thai society.

Royal defamationIt’s a complex operation
Iran says Israel, exile group killed Fakhrizadeh

• Attack had been 
carried out with the 
help of “a remote-
controlled automatic 
machinegun” mounted 
on a pickup truck

•  Iran Doubled the 
organisation’s budget to 
continue Fakhrizadeh’s 
path “vigorously”

AFP News

Iran said Israel and an exiled 
opposition group used new 
and “complex” methods to 

assassinate its leading nuclear 
scientist, as it buried him yester-
day in a funeral befitting a top 
“martyr”.

As it laid Mohsen Fakhrizadeh 
-- seen by Israel as the “father” 
of Iran’s nuclear weapons pro-
gramme -- to rest, the Islamic 
republic also vowed to redouble 
his work.

Fakhrizadeh died Friday after 
his car and bodyguards were tar-
geted in a bomb and gun attack on 
a major road outside the capital, 
heightening tensions once more 
between Tehran and its foes.

Iran’s top security official, 
Rear-Admiral Ali Shamkhani of 
the Supreme National Security 
Council, said the “operation was 
very complex, using electronic 
equipment and no one was pres-
ent at the scene”.

The People’s Mujahedeen of 

Iran (MEK) were “certainly” in-
volved, along with “the Zionist 
regime and the Mossad”, he said, 
referring to the Israeli govern-
ment and its spy agency.

Shamkhani’s comments came 
in video interviews broadcast by 
state television and the Fars news 
agency.

Without citing sources, Fars 

itself reported the attack had been 
carried out with the help of “a 
remote-controlled automatic ma-
chinegun” mounted on a pickup 
truck.

Iran’s President Hassan Rou-
hani had on Saturday accused 
Israel of acting as a “mercenary” 
for the United States by carrying 
out the assassination.

Iran weighs retaliation

Parliament on Sunday demanded a halt to international inspections of nuclear sites in the country, a step that could prove a fatal blow to the nuclear deal the Islamic republic agreed with world powers 
in 2015. The head of the Expediency Council, Mohsen Razai, hinted Iran should leave the global non-proliferation treaty.

Trump withdrew from the Iran nuclear deal in 2018 and began reimposing crippling sanctions, but US President-elect Joe Biden has promised a return to diplomacy.
Rouhani has emphasised Iran will seek its revenge for the assassination in “due time” and not be rushed into a “trap”. The US slapped sanctions on Fakhrizadeh in 2008 for “activities and transactions that 

contributed to the development of Iran’s nuclear programme”.
Around a year after the US withdrew from the nuclear deal, it began gradually abandoning most of its key commitments under the agreement.

 Enmity will ‘never cease’

The funeral was not open to the public in order to maintain 
health protocols over the novel coronavirus pandemic, the 
defence ministry said.

Some “say we can make the enemy not have enmity (towards 
us) through talking. That is not possible,” said the supreme lead-
er’s representative at the defence ministry, Ziaodin Aghajanpour, 
standing next to Fakhrizadeh’s coffin.

“Why? Because the enemies are against the basis of the Islamic 
republic system,” he added, emphasising that Iran’s foes “will 
never cease their enmity.”

As part of the procession before the funeral, Fakhrizadeh’s re-
mains were taken on Saturday and Sunday to holy Shiite shrines 
in the northeastern city of Mashhad and Qom in central Iran, as 
well as the shrine of the founder of the Islamic republic, Ruhollah 
Khomeini in Tehran.

The scientist’s coffin was buried at Imamzadeh Saleh, an im-
portant Shiite shrine in northern Tehran where two other slain 
nuclear scientists were buried in 2010 and 2011.

KNOW WHAT

Who was Mohsen Fakhrzadeh?
One of the most prominent scientists of Iran, 
Fakhrizadeh was also a member of the elite 

Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps and has been 
compared by The New York Times to J Robert 

Oppenheimer, the American theoretical physicist 
who was the director of the Los Alamos labora-
tory during the development of the world’s first 
atomic weapon. According to the BBC, he was a 
“key player” - Something that Israel has alleged 

in the past - especially since Iran started breaking 
its nuclear deal commitments.

Despite his high status, Fakhrizadeh maintained 
a low public profile. He was rarely mentioned in 
Iranian state media and was typically referred to 
as a university professor. This secrecy recently 
slipped when he appeared on Iranian websites with 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

Thousands flee 
as Indonesian 
volcano bursts
AFP News

Thousands have fled the scene of a rumbling 
Indonesian volcano that burst to life for the 

first time in several years, belching a massive 
column of smoke and ash, the disaster agency 
said Monday.

The evacuation of more than 4,400 resi-
dents came as Mount Ili Lewotolok erupted 
Sunday, spouting a thick tower of debris four 
kilometres (2.5 miles) into the sky, trigger-
ing a flight warning and the closure of a local  
airport.

The crater’s last major eruption was in 2017.
There were no reports of injuries or damage 

from the eruption in a remote part of the South-
east Asian archipelago.

Mount Ili Lewotolok erupts Turkish 
vessel back 
in port 
ahead of 
EU summit

Reuters | Ankara

Turkey’s seismic explo-
ration vessel Oruc Reis 

returned to port yesterday 
from disputed Mediterra-
nean waters, less than two 
weeks before a European Un-
ion summit where the bloc 
will evaluate possible sanc-
tions against Ankara.

NATO members Turkey 
and Greece have conflicting 

claims to continental shelves 
and rights to potential energy 
resources in the eastern Med-
iterranean. Tensions flared 
in August when Ankara sent 
Oruc Reis to map out energy 
drilling prospects in waters 
also claimed by Greece.

Turkey withdrew Oruc 
Reis from contested waters 
ahead of a previous EU sum-
mit in October to “allow for 
diplomacy”, but later sent 

it back after what it called 
unsatisfactory outcomes 
from the summit. Earlier this 
month, Turkey said Oruc Reis 
would operate in the region 
until Nov. 29. The energy 
ministry said on Monday the 
vessel had completed a mis-
sion which started on Aug. 10. 
“Our ship, which has collect-
ed 10,995 km of 2D seismic 
data, has returned to the An-
talya port,” it said in a tweet.

Pope cancels pre-Christmas 
ceremony due to COVID-19
Reuters | Vatican City

Pope Francis has cancelled 
a ceremony that tradition-

ally begins Rome’s Christmas 
season on Dec. 8 at the Spanish 
Steps because of coronavirus 
restrictions, the Vatican said 
on Monday.

The pope customarily places 
a wreath of flowers at the base 
of a 12-metre column bearing 
a statue of the Madonna and 
blesses from a distance another 
wreath already placed around 
the statue’s arm by firefighters 
using a ladder.

The Vatican said Francis 
would skip the ceremony, 
which popes have been car-
rying out on the feast of the 
Immaculate Conception since 
1953, “in order to avoid any risk 
of contagion caused by gather-
ings of people”.

Thousands of people usually 
line the streets near the area to 
see the pope and pray with him.

The Vatican said the pope 
would instead hold a private 
service to entrust the city, its 
people and the sick around the 

world to the Madonna.
It has already announced that 

access to all of the pope’s tra-
ditional Christmas activities, 
including his “Urbi et Orbi” 
(“To the city and the world”) 
blessing and message, will be 
restricted because of the COV-
ID-19 crisis.

Only a limited number of 
people will be allowed into St. 
Peter’s Basilica for papal Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day 
Masses, which will be broad-

cast on television and streamed 
on the internet.

Last month, the pope’s week-
ly general audiences were 
moved back indoors with pub-
lic participation after a period 
when a limited number of peo-
ple were allowed to take part.

Recently, more than a dozen 
Swiss Guards and one person 
who lives in the residence that 
houses the pope tested positive 
for the coronavirus and had to 
be quarantined.

Pope Francis leads the Immaculate Conception celebration prayer in Piazza di 
Spagna in Rome,


