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Speakers at IISS 
Manama Dilogue

• Dr Abdullatif bin Rashid Al 
Zayani, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Bahrain

• Qasim Al Araji, National 
Security Adviser, Iraq

• Hon. Dr Anne Aly MP, 
Minister for International 
Development, Australia

• Sayyid Badr bin Hamad 
bin Hamood Al Busaidi, 
Foreign Minister, Oman

• Hon. Thomas J. Barrack, 
Ambassador to Türkiye and 
Special Envoy for Syria, US

• Admiral Sir Keith Blount, 
NATO Deputy Supreme 
Allied Commander Europe

• Ana Birchall, Former 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
Romania

• Ruben Brekelmans, 
Minister of Defence, 

Netherlands

C-SIPA: A Model for Gulf Cooperation
HH Shaikh Nasser, US Intelligence Chief Discuss Gulf Security Framework

• Investments in 
energy, cybersecurity, 
and space pave 
way for growth

• Dialogue highlights 
multilateral defense, 
investment, and 
innovation deals

 Ashen Tharaka 
TDT | Manama 

His Highness Lieutenant 
General Shaikh Nasser 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 

National Security Adviser and 
Royal Guard Commander, un-
derscored Bahrain’s commit-
ment to regional security, sta-
bility, and prosperity during the 
opening session of the 21st IISS 
Manama Dialogue. The session 
featured a high-profile side-
line panel discussion with US 
National Intelligence Director 
Tulsi Gabbard, focusing on the 
Comprehensive Security Inte-
gration and Prosperity Agree-
ment (C-SIPA) and its broader 
implications.

HH Shaikh Nasser emphasized 
that C-SIPA, signed following 
Bahrain’s participation in the 
Abraham Accord, represents a 
comprehensive framework ex-

tending beyond defense cooper-
ation to science, technology, and 
economic investment. “C-SIPA 
is not just a defense agreement; 
it is a multilateral platform that 
addresses regional conflicts 
while fostering a global frame-
work for cooperation,” he said.

Key Security Enhancements
Bahrain has strengthened its 

military capabilities with the in-
tegration of F-16 Block 70 fighter 
jets and upgraded Patriot air de-
fense systems, delivered ahead 
of schedule. These measures 
enhance Bahrain’s air power 
and preparedness amid rising 
regional tensions, particularly 
recent incidents involving Iran 
and Qatar. HH Shaikh Nasser 
noted that collaboration with 
the United States through Op-
eration Posterity Guardian 
demonstrates a shared commit-

ment to stability in a turbulent 
Middle East.

Economic and Technological 
Gains

Beyond defense, C-SIPA is 
driving investment deals and 
innovation. Bahrain has signed 
multi-million-dollar agreements 
in energy, cybersecurity, and 
space sectors, including small 
modular nuclear reactors and 
satellite technology projects. 
HH Shaikh Nasser highlighted 
the trilateral cooperation with 
the United States and the Unit-
ed Kingdom, signaling a move 
toward a broader multilateral 
approach to regional security 
and economic prosperity.

Regional Challenges
Both HH Shaikh Nasser and 

Tulsi Gabbard reflected on the 
complexities of engaging with 

Iran, noting that diplomacy and 
intelligence collaboration are 
essential in navigating threats 
and fostering long-term peace. 
“True security and prosperity 
cannot be forged in isolation but 
through collective efforts among 
peacemakers,” said Gabbard, 
stressing the importance of 
pragmatic, deal-driven foreign 
policy in preventing conflicts 
and stabilizing the region.

US-Bahrain Cooperation
The dialogue highlighted the 

United States’ role as a com-
mitted partner, facilitating both 
defense and economic collabo-
ration across the Gulf. Gabbard 
praised Bahrain’s leadership in 
leveraging strategic partner-
ships to advance regional sta-
bility, noting that initiatives like 
C-SIPA link military prepared-
ness with economic and tech-

nological development, creating 
a holistic approach to security.

HH Shaikh Nasser concluded 
his remarks by reaffirming Bah-
rain’s commitment to dialogue, 
collaboration, and multilateral 
cooperation as the foundation 
for regional peace and prosper-
ity, reinforcing the Kingdom’s 
vision of stability amid a chal-
lenging geopolitical landscape.

Today
The summit opens 
at 8:25 a.m. with 
welcome remarks by 
Dr Bastian Giegerich, 
Director-General and 
Chief Executive of the 
IISS.
The first plenary session 
(8:30–10:00) explores The 
Future of Global Security 
Governance, featuring 
speakers from Jordan, 
Germany, and the United 
Kingdom.

A special address on 
National Security and 
Energy – The US Approach 
follows at 10:00 a.m., 
delivered by US Interior 
Secretary Doug Burgum.

After a short break, the 
second session (11:15–12:30) 
focuses on Securing the 
Gulf, with ministers from 
Bahrain, Oman, Greece, and 
the European Union.

The Geopolitics of Energy 
session (2:30–3:45) 
featuring senior officials 
from the Czech Republic, 
the Netherlands, the US, 
and the East Mediterranean 
Gas Forum.

The day concludes with 
US Policy in the Levant, 
featuring Ambassador Tom 
Barrack.
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Cost-of-Living allowance 
rules under review to 
reassess ‘Actual Income’
Mohammed Darwish
TDT |Manama

BD1,000 income cap and 
‘single CR’ rule for Bah-

rain’s cost-of-living allow-
ance are under review, with 
ministers re-measuring ‘actu-
al income’, especially for the 
self-employed.

In a written reply to Par-
liament, Minister of Parlia-
mentary Affairs Ghanim Al 
Buainain said the review looks 
at how eligibility is set so sup-
port reaches those who qualify 
while keeping social aims and 
the public purse in balance. 
The work centres on how 
‘actual income’ is defined for 
people whose earnings vary 
and may not be captured by 
the current tests.

Current rules were agreed 
by the executive and legisla-
ture in 2013 and have been 
used since. Sup-
port  goes to 
e v e r y  B a h -
raini head of 
h o u s e h o l d 
o n  B D 1 , 0 0 0 
or less. The 
a l l o w a n c e 
is split into 
three in-
c o m e 

bands. Beneficiaries may hold 
one commercial registration.

On 20 December 2021 the 
Cabinet raised the allowance 
for low-income groups by 10 
per cent. The present review, 
run with the relevant bodies, 
seeks clearer and fairer ways 
to gauge income across differ-
ent groups, including free-pro-
fession workers.

While the reply stops short 
of backing the motion outright, 
the government says it agrees 
with its aims and is finishing 
a technical study that takes in 
all related factors, including 
sharper tests for ‘actual in-
come’. Any changes are meant 
to improve how the scheme 
works and better match sup-
port to people’s circumstances.

The reply closes by saying 
the government will keep 
working with MPs to meet 

citizens’ expectations and 
uphold social justice 

within a wider plan 
for steady economic 

and social progress.

Ghanim Al 
Buainain, Minister 
of Parliamentary 

Affairs

‘Ali Bahar Night’ fills the theatre and the Soul
Ashen Tharaka 
TDT | Manama

It was more than a concert 
— it was a homecoming for 

the soul of Bahraini music. The 
Bahrain National Theatre came 
alive last night as the Bahrain 
Philharmonic Orchestra, under 
the masterful baton of Maestro 
Mubarak Najeeb, presented the 
highly anticipated encore of “Ali 
Bahar Night.”

The audience, a sea of emo-
tion and admiration, filled 
every seat — a reflection of 
how deeply the late Ali Bahar 
still resonates with the nation’s  
heart. 

Tickets for this extra per-
formance had vanished in re-
cord time, gone within three 
hours of release, proving that 
Bahar’s voice, even years after 
his passing, still calls people  
together.

From the moment the first 
note echoed through the hall, 
nostalgia swept over the crowd. 
Familiar melodies — once heard 
on radios, at family gatherings, 
and along the Bahraini coast-
line — returned transformed, 
elevated by sweeping orchestral 
arrangements that carried both 
reverence and renewal. Under 
Dr. Mubarak Najeeb’s direc-
tion, Bahar’s songs gained new 
color — strings danced, brass 
soared, and percussion pulsed 
with the rhythm of Bahraini  
pride.

Each piece drew thunderous 
applause. Some in the audience 
smiled through tears; others 

swayed gently, caught between 
memory and melody. It was as 

if the spirit of Ali Bahar him-
self hovered above the stage — 

guiding, blessing, and singing 
through every note.
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