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HISTORY
Alexander the Great de-
feats Darius III of Persia 
in the Battle of Gaugamela

Prince William of 
Orange accepts in-
vitation to take up 
the British crown

Opening of the Congress of 
Vienna redraws Europe’s 
political map after the de-
feat of Napoleon Bonaparte

Karl Marx publishes “Das Kapital” 
in Berlin, describing the capitalist 

system, its instability, and its 
tendency toward self-destruction
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Today, on the auspi-
cious occasion of 

Maha Ashtami, I went to 
Delhi’s Chittaranjan Park 
to take part in the Durga 
Puja celebrations. Chit-
taranjan Park is known 
for its strong association 
with Bengali culture. 
The celebrations truly 
reflect the spirit of unity 
and cultural vibrancy in 
our society. Prayed for 
everyone’s happiness 
and wellbeing.

@narendramodi

Chuck Schumer once 
recognized that it 

was disastrous to give il-
legal aliens rewards for 
breaking the law.  Now he 
wants to shut down the 
government unless we…
reward illegal aliens for 
breaking the law.

@VP

@POTUS has always 
been clear about 

his priorities regarding 
the Gaza conflict: bring 
the hostages home and 
end the war. His vision-
ary plan for peace makes 
both goals attainable. It 
is not only bold and com-
prehensive, but a means 
to securing lasting peace 
in the Middle East.

@SecRubio

I w e l c o m e  t h e  a n -
nouncement yesterday 

by @POTUS, intended to 
achieve a ceasefire & sus-
tainable peace for Gaza & 
for the region. I further 
appreciate the important 
role of Arab & Muslim 
states in working to this 
end. It is now crucial that 
all parties commit to an 
agreement and its imple-
mentation.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Afghanistan’s internet 
and telecommunications cut 
has “extremely serious” rights 
implications, with women and 
girls especially affected, the UN 
human rights office said yesterday.  
Mobile phone signal and internet 
service in Afghanistan, ruled by 
the Taliban government, weakened 
on Monday night until connectivity was 
less than one percent of normal levels. 
“Nationwide internet shutdown by (the) 
Taliban has extremely serious human rights 
ramifications across the country,” the UN 
rights office said on X. The shutdown has 
curtailed the free flow of information crucial to everyday activities, including 
access to essential services from health and education to banking. “Women 
and girls already excluded from public life are especially affected. “We call for 
immediate reconnection.”

u A 6.9-magnitude quake struck off the coast of central Philippines on 
Tuesday evening, the US Geological Survey said, with no immediate reports of 

casualties or damage. The local seismology office 
warned of a possible “minor sea-level disturbance” and 
urged residents of the central islands of Leyte, Cebu 
and Biliran to “stay away from the beach and not to go 
to the coast”. The epicentre of the quake was at sea off 
the northern tip of Cebu island and near Bogo, a city of 

more than 90,000 people, according to a Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology, adding it expected both damage and aftershocks.

u South Africa’s ambassador to France, formerly a long-serving 
cabinet minister, was found dead on Tuesday outside a Paris hotel after the 
window of his room in the high-rise building was forced open, prosecutors said. 
Nkosinathi Emmanuel Nathi Mthethwa, 58, usually known as Nathi Mthethwa, had 
“reserved a room on the 22nd floor whose secured 
window had been forced open”, the office of the 
Paris prosecutor told AFP. The body of Mthethwa, 
a close associate of former South African president 
Jacob Zuma, was found “directly by the hotel”, it 
added. A source close to the case, who asked not to 
be named, said the ambassador had depression and 
his death could have been suicide. An investigation 
has been opened. Mthethwa had been ambassador 
since December 2023. South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa called his death “untimely” and 
“a moment of deep grief in which government and 
citizens stand beside the Mthethwa family”.

Magnitude 
6.9 quake strikes 
off central 
Philippines: USGS

South African 
ambassador found 
dead outside Paris 

hotel

Afghanistan 
internet cut 
‘extremely serious’ 
for human rights: UN

The first Gaza war broke out 
in 1948, during the Arab–

Israeli War, when Egypt took 
control of the Gaza Strip 
after fighting with Israel. 

Gaza then remained under 
Egyptian administration until 
the 1967 Six-Day War, when 
Israel captured it along with 

the West Bank, Sinai, and 
Golan Heights.

KNOW WHAT

Hamas reviewing 
Trump's Gaza plan

The plan calls for a ceasefire, release of hostages by Hamas within 72 hours

• Trump unveiled 
a 20-point plan for 
an immediate halt 
to the war in Gaza

• Qatar said the 
group had promised 
to study the proposal 
"responsibly"

•  Trump described the 
announcement of the 
plan as a "beautiful day”

• The deal would 
demand Hamas fully 
disarm, excluded 
from future roles

• It would also 
see a phased Israeli 
withdrawal from Gaza

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

AFP | Hamas was review-
ing Donald Trump's plan 
for Gaza yesterday, while 

Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu said the Israeli military 
would stay in most of the territo-
ry after he gave the US president 
his backing.

The plan calls for a ceasefire, 
release of hostages by Hamas 
within 72 hours, disarmament of 
Hamas and gradual Israeli with-
drawal from Gaza, followed by a 
post-war transitional authority 
headed by Trump himself.

"Hamas has begun a series of 
consultations within its political 

and military leaderships, both 
inside Palestine and abroad," a 
Palestinian source said on con-
dition of anonymity.

"The discussions could take 
several days due to the complex-
ities."

Qatar, which hosts Hamas's 
exiled leadership, said the group 
had promised to study the pro-
posal "responsibly", and also said 
it would hold a meeting on the 
plan with Hamas and Turkey 
later on Tuesday.

"It is still too early to speak 
about responses, but we are truly 

optimistic that this plan, as we 
said, is a comprehensive one," 
foreign ministry spokesman Ma-
jed al-Ansari said.

On Monday in Washington, 
Trump described the announce-
ment of the plan as a "beauti-
ful day -- potentially one of the 
greatest days ever in civilisation".

The deal would demand Ha-
mas fully disarm and be excluded 
from future roles in the govern-
ment, but those who agreed to 
"peaceful co-existence" would 
be given amnesty.

It would also see a phased Is-

raeli withdrawal from Gaza, after 
nearly two years of war sparked 
by Hamas's unprecedented at-
tack on Israel on October 7, 2023.

But in a video statement posted 
on his Telegram channel after 
his joint press conference with 
Trump, Netanyahu said the mil-
itary would stay in most of Gaza, 
and also said he did not agree to a 
Palestinian state during his talks 
in Washington.

"We will recover all our hos-
tages, alive and well, while the 
(Israeli military) will remain in 
most of the Gaza Strip," he said.

Still, Israel's far-right Finance 
Minister Bezalel Smotrich, a 
member of Netanyahu's coalition 
government, blasted the plan as a 
"resounding diplomatic failure".

"In my estimation, it will also 
end in tears. Our children will 
be forced to fight in Gaza again," 
he said.

UN says ready for 
Gaza aid surge set 
out in Trump plan
Geneva, Switzerland

The United Nations said 
yesterday it remains 

ready to increase aid flows 
into the Gaza Strip once 
conditions allow, following 
the unveiling of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump's peace 
plan for the Palestinian ter-
ritory.

The UN declared a famine 
in Gaza last month, blaming 
"systematic obstruction" of 
humanitarian deliveries by 
Israel.

Trump's wide-ranging 
20-point plan, outlined 
Monday, says "full aid will 
be immediately sent into the 
Gaza Strip".

The proposal says the en-
try and distribution of aid 
will proceed "without in-
terference", via the United 
Nations, its agencies and 
the Red Crescent, among 
others.

Qatar says meeting 
on Gaza plan to be 
held with Hamas, 
Turkey later 
Tuesday
AFP | Doha, Qatar

Qatar said it was set to 
hold talks with Hamas 

negotiators, Egypt and Tur-
key yesterday to discuss US 
President Donald Trump's 
Gaza plan, adding that Ha-
mas would study it "respon-
sibly".

Qatar and Egypt hand-
ed the proposal to Hamas 
on Monday, and "the (Ha-
mas) negotiating delegation 
promised to study it re-
sponsibly," foreign ministry 
spokesman Majed al-Ansari 
told a press conference.

"There will also be an-
other meeting today, also 
attended by the Turkish 
side, with the negotiating 
delegation."

The head of Egyptian in-
telligence and his Turkish 
counterpart were in Doha 
he said, to take part in nego-
tiations. "It is still too early 
to speak about responses, 
but we are truly optimistic 
that this plan, as we said, 
is a comprehensive one," 
Ansari added.

Muslim states join European 
powers in backing Trump Gaza plan

• Israel’s Netanyahu 
says army ‘will remain 
in most of Gaza’

• Germany’s 
Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz calls Trump 
plan ‘best chance’ 
to end Gaza war

• China says backs 
all Gaza de-escalation 
efforts after Trump plan

• Israel far-right 
minister Bezalel 
Smotrich calls Trump 
Gaza plan ‘resounding 
diplomatic failure’

AFP | Doha, Qatar

Key Muslim nations have 
thrown their weight be-
hind a plan by US Presi-

dent Donald Trump to end the 
war in Gaza, even as some Pal-
estinians decried the proposal 
as a “farce”.

Eight Arab or Muslim-ma-
jority nations said they “wel-
come the role of the American 
president and his sincere ef-
forts aimed at ending the war 
in Gaza”.

In a joint statement, they said 
they “affirm their readiness to 
engage positively and construc-
tively with the United States 
and the parties toward finalising 
the agreement and ensuring its 
implementation”.

The countries include Egypt, 
Jordan, the United Arab Emir-
ates and Turkey -- which all 
recognise Israel, although some 
have turbulent relationships.

Another signatory was Qatar, 
which has played a key mediato-
ry role, and Saudi Arabia, whose 
future normalisation with Israel 
is a key goal for Trump and Ne-
tanyahu.

Indonesia and Pakistan, the 
world’s two most populous 
Muslim-majority countries, also 
signed.

However, Islamic Jihad, a Pal-
estinian armed group fighting 
alongside Hamas in Gaza, called 
the plan “a recipe for continued 
aggression against the Palestin-
ian people”.

“Through this, Israel is at-
tempting -- via the United States 
-- to impose what it could not 
achieve through war,” it said.

Residents in Gaza expressed 
scepticism, dismissing the plan 
as a trick to release hostages 
that would not end the war.

“We as a people will not ac-
cept this farce,” said Abu Mazen 
Nassar, 52.

Foreign backing
Several European leaders 

voiced support Tuesday for 
Trump’s Gaza plan, with Ger-
many’s Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz calling it the “best chance” 
to end the war as he met rela-
tives of German-Israeli hostages 
held by Hamas.

In Russia, Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov called the 
situation in Gaza an “ongoing 

tragedy”.
“We want this plan to be im-

plemented and for it to help 
bring events in the Middle East 
to a peaceful conclusion,” he 
told reporters.

Meanwhile, Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Guo Jiakun 
said Beijing “supports all efforts 
conducive to easing tensions 
between Palestine and Israel”.

Trump also won UK and 
French backing from Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer and Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron for his 
plan, which includes a call for 
a transitional body in Gaza in-
volving former British premier 
Tony Blair.

Blair, a former envoy for the 
diplomatic Middle East Quartet 
of the UN, United States, EU and 
Russia, called it a “bold and in-
telligent plan” that could bring 
“immediate relief” to Gaza and 
a “brighter and better future” 
if agreed.

European Council chief An-
tonio Costa urged all parties 
to “seize this moment to give 
peace a genuine chance”, adding 
that the situation in Gaza was 
“intolerable”.

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez -- who has accused Is-
rael of committing “genocide” in 
Gaza -- said Madrid “welcomes 
the peace proposal”, adding that 
a two-state solution was “the 
only one possible”.

Army will remain
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-

tanyahu said the Israeli military 
would stay in most of Gaza, after 
he gave his backing to a peace 
plan for the Palestinian terri-
tory unveiled by US President 
Donald Trump.

Hamas will ‘pay in hell’ 
unless it accepts plan 
within days: Trump

Washington, United States

US  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump said yesterday 

that Hamas will face severe 
consequences if it does not 
accept within a few days his 
Gaza peace deal that calls for 
the disarmament of the Pales-
tinian militant group.

“We have one signature that 

we need, and that signature 
will pay in hell if they don’t 
sign. I hope they sign for their 
own good and create some-
thing really great,” Trump 
told US generals and admirals 
in Quantico, Virginia.

He earlier told reporters he 
was giving Hamas “three or 
four days” to respond to the 
proposed deal.

Gaza civil defence says 
41 killed in Israeli attacks
Nuseirat, Palestinian Terri-
tories

Gaza’s civil defence agency 
and hospitals said yester-

day that Israeli forces killed 
at least 41 people across the 
territory, including 17 near an 
aid distribution centre.

The Israeli military has 
pressed on with its offensive 
even as Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu voiced sup-
port for US President Donald 
Trump’s plan to end the war.

Officials from Gaza’s civil 
defence agency -- a rescue 
force operating under Ha-

mas authority -- said 17 peo-
ple were shot dead by Israeli 
forces near an aid distribu-
tion site near the Wadi Gaza 
bridge in central Gaza.

Al-Awda hospital con-
firmed receiving 17 bodies 
and said 33 people were 
wounded.

The civil defence added 
that 15 more people were 
killed in several strikes in 
Gaza City, from where hun-
dreds of thousands have been 
forced to flee due to Israeli 
air and ground assaults. Nine 
others were killed elsewhere 
in the territory, it said.

The plan
 Gaza to become a terror-free, demilitarized zone posing no threat to neighbours.

 Gaza will be rebuilt for the benefit of its people.

 War ends if both sides agree; Israel halts operations and withdraws to agreed lines.

 Within 72 hours of Israel’s acceptance, all hostages, alive or deceased, will be returned.

 Israel to release 250 life prisoners and 1,700 post-Oct 7 detainees; remains exchanged 15:1.

 Hamas members disarming and pledging peace get amnesty or safe passage abroad.

 Immediate full aid into Gaza: infrastructure, hospitals, bakeries, rubble clearance.

 Aid distributed by UN, Red Crescent, and other neutral bodies; Rafah crossing opened.

 Temporary technocratic Palestinian committee to run Gaza, supervised by a “Board of Peace” led by 

Trump and international leaders.

 Trump’s economic plan: special panel to attract investment, jobs, and redevelopment.

 Special economic zone created with preferential trade terms.

 No forced displacement; people free to leave or return, encouraged to rebuild Gaza.

 Hamas and factions excluded from governance; all tunnels and weapons destroyed under monitors.

 Regional partners to guarantee Hamas compliance and Gaza’s non-threat status.

 International Stabilization Force to deploy, train Palestinian police, and secure borders with Egypt 

and Israel.

 Israel will not annex Gaza; IDF withdrawal tied to demilitarization milestones and ISF readiness.

 If Hamas rejects, aid and rebuilding proceed in IDF-ISF controlled terror-free areas.

 Interfaith dialogue launched to promote tolerance and peaceful coexistence.

 With PA reforms, conditions set for Palestinian self-determination and eventual statehood.

 U.S. to lead dialogue between Israel and Palestinians for lasting peace and prosperity.

Palestinians gather to receive food portions from a charity kitchen in Nuseirat, in the central Gaza Strip

Protesters shout slogans against the visit to the US of Israel Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu at Lafayette Square in Washington, DC

Assailant killed after 
West Bank ramming 
attack injures two: 
Israeli military, 
medics
Jerusalem, Undefined

The Israeli military said 
security forces killed an 

assailant who carried out a 
ramming attack in the occu-
pied West Bank yesterday, 
which medics said injured 
two people.

Israel 's  Magen David 
Adom (MDA) emergency 
services said it received a 
report of a ramming attack 
near the Al-Khader junction 
near Bethlehem at 2:25 pm 
(1125 GMT).

"We quickly arrived at the 
scene with large forces and 
saw two teenagers who had 
been hit by a vehicle," MDA 
said in a statement.

"A boy of about 15 was ly-
ing on the ground, semi-con-
scious, and the other was ful-
ly conscious," it said, adding 
that the teenagers were suf-
fering from head and limb 
injuries and were taken to 
hospitals.

The two were students in a 
Jewish religious seminary in 
Jerusalem, according to the 
Gush Etzion regional council 
where the attack took place.

Spain to probe firms tied to 
occupied Palestinian territories
AFP | Madrid, Spain

Spain's leftist government 
said yesterday it will inves-

tigate companies that adver-
tise products or services in the 
country that originate in the 
Israeli-occupied Palestinian 
territories.

The measure follows the 
approval of a decree last week 
that bans the promotion of 
such goods and services in 
Spain to prevent firms from 
benefiting from the occupa-
tion, the consumer ministry 
said in a statement.

The decree is part of a pack-

age of measures that includes 
an arms embargo on Israel 
aimed at halting what Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez called 
"the genocide in Gaza".

Consumer Affairs Minister 
Pablo Bustinduy said earlier 
this year his office would use 
"all necessary resources" to 
ensure no company operat-
ing in Spain profits from the 
occupation.

"No firm should have its 
balance sheet stained with 
the blood of the Palestinian 
people," the statement quot-
ed him as saying at an event 
in July.

Kremlin backs 
Trump’s Gaza plan
Moscow, Russia

The Kremlin said yes-
terday it supported US 

President Donald Trump's 
20-point plan to end the war 
in Gaza.

"Russia always supports 
and welcomes any efforts 
by President Trump aimed 
at ending this ongoing trag-
edy," Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov told report-
ers, including AFP, on a daily 
briefing call. "Of course, we 
want this plan to be imple-
mented and for it to help 
bring events in the Middle 
East to a peaceful conclu-
sion," he added.

AI tool helps researchers 
treat child epilepsy

AFP | Tokyo, Japan

An artificial intelligence 
tool that can detect tiny, 

hard-to-spot brain malforma-
tions in children with epilep-
sy could help patients access 
life-changing surgery quicker, 
Australian researchers said on 
Wednesday.

It is the latest example of 
how AI, which can crunch vast 
amounts of data, is changing 
healthcare by assisting doctors 
with diagnoses.

Epilepsy has several differ-
ent causes, and overall around 
three in 10 cases are down to 
structural abnormalities in the 
brain, experts say.

These are often missed on 
MRI scans -- especially the 
smallest lesions, sometimes 
hidden at the bottom of a brain 
fold.

A team led by Emma Mac-
donald-Laurs, a paediatric 
neurologist at the Royal Chil-
dren's Hospital in Melbourne, 

trained an AI tool on child 
brain images to find lesions the 
size of a blueberry or smaller.

"They're frequently missed 
and many children are not con-
sidered as surgical candidates," 
Macdonald-Laurs told a brief-
ing ahead of the publication of 
her team's study in the journal 
Epilepsia.

"The tool doesn't replace ra-
diologists or epilepsy doctors, 
but it's like a detective that 
helps us put the puzzle piec-
es together quicker so we can 
offer potentially life-changing 
surgery," she said.

Of the patients who took 
part, with conditions known 
as cortical dysplasia and focal 
epilepsy, 80 percent had pre-
viously had an MRI scan come 
back as normal.

When the researchers used 
the AI tool to analyse both MRI 
and another type of medical 
scan called a PET, its success 
rate was 94 percent for one 
test group and 91 percent for 
another.


