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Showcasing Bahrain’s energy leadership, Bapco Energies Group CEO Mark Thomas presents a memento to H.E. Dr. Mohamed bin Mubarak bin Daina, Minister of Oil and Environment, during his visit to the 
Bapco Energies stand after inaugurating the International Downstream Conference & Exhibition 2025, held under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister. (Picture by Anchalo Bensiger)
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Dignity Shield
Eighth consecutive Tier-1 ranking underscores a system built on  

law, enforcement, and worker protection

• Eighth straight 
Tier-1 ranking

• Region’s first referral 
and protection centres

• Strong labour and 
wage safeguards

Mahir Haneef
TDT | Manama

Bahrain has reaffirmed its 
global standing in human 
rights by maintaining its 

Tier-1 status in the U.S. Depart-
ment of State’s Trafficking in 
Persons (TIP) Report for the 
eighth consecutive year - a dis-
tinction recognising the King-
dom’s comprehensive and insti-
tutional approach to combating 
trafficking in persons.

The report, which monitors 
188 countries, awards Tier-1 sta-
tus to nations that fully meet 
standards for victim protection. 
Since 2018, Bahrain has stood 
alongside advanced economies 
for its sustained compliance 
and integrated response mech-
anisms.

Law and prevention
A strong legislative base un-

derpins this record. Law No. 
(1) of 2008 on Combating Traf-
ficking in Persons and Law No. 
36 of 2012 regulating the pri-
vate-sector labour market form 
the core of Bahrain’s framework, 
complemented by adherence to 
international conventions such 

as the UN Convention against 
Transnational Organised Crime 
and its protocols.

Protection network
At the institutional level, 

Bahrain created the Expatriate 
Protection Centre in 2015 - the 
first comprehensive facility of its 
kind in the Middle East - offer-
ing preventive, legal, and shelter 
services to victims. Two years 
later came the National Referral 
Mechanism, the region’s first, de-
signed to coordinate early identi-
fication and reintegration efforts 
across government bodies.

Oversight and justice
The Labour Market Regula-

tory Authority established the 
Preventive Monitoring Direc-
torate to detect workplace ex-
ploitation before it occurs, while 

the Wages Protection System 
and mandatory IBAN accounts 
for all expatriate workers re-
inforce transparency and help 

prevent wage disputes. A spe-
cialised Public Prosecution 
and Court handle trafficking 
cases, supported by a Victim 
Support Fund and an Office for 
the Protection of Victims and  
Witnesses.

Partnership and capacity
Through the ‘Working To-

gether’ initiative with the In-
ternational Organization for 
Migration, Bahrain continues to 
raise awareness among employ-
ers and workers. The Regional 
Centre for Training in Combat-
ing Trafficking in Persons fur-
ther strengthens prevention by 
building skills among frontline 
officials in both public and pri-
vate sectors.

This enduring Tier-1 ranking 
reflects an institutional system 
built on law, prevention, protec-

tion, and partnership - a model 
that keeps Bahrain among the 
world’s most consistent per-
formers in defending human 
dignity.

Chargé d’Affaires Elizabeth 
Litchfield of the U.S. Embassy 
in Manama commended Bah-
rain for once again earning Tier 
1 status in the U.S. Department 
of State’s 2025 Trafficking in 
Persons Report - its eighth 
consecutive year at the highest 
ranking. She noted that this ac-
complishment highlights Bah-
rain’s sustained dedication and 
leadership in the effort to end 
human trafficking, adding that 
the embassy looks forward to 
building on its strong partner-
ship with the Government of 
Bahrain and the Labour Market 
Regulatory Authority to further 
advance these vital efforts.

KNOW WHAT

The U.S. State Depart-
ment’s Trafficking in Per-

sons Report ranks 188 
countries, and Bahrain 
remains the only GCC 

nation to sustain Tier-1 
status for eight consecu-

tive years.

Royal leadership 
directives, visions 
hailed by LMRA

TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, received 
cables of congratulations 
from His Excellency Nibras 
Mohammed Talib, CEO of 
the Labour Market Regula-
tory Authority (LMRA) and 
Chairman of the Nation-
al Committee to Combat 
Trafficking in Persons, on 
Bahrain’s achievement in 
maintaining its Tier 1 sta-
tus ranking by the US State 
Department’s Trafficking 
in Persons (TIP) report for 
the eighth consecutive year.

Bahrain greetings
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, sent cables 
of congratulations to Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping 
on his country’s National 
Day.

HRH Prince Salman sent a 
similar cable to Prime Min-
ister Li Qiang.

Change in 3D 
marine survey 
area scheduled
TDT | Manama 

The Ministry of Interi-
or announced that the 

Coast Guard has indicated a 
change in the area designat-
ed for the 3D marine survey 
being conducted by Bapco 
Energies within Bahrain’s 
territorial waters.

The updated area will 
be in effect from October 
1, until December 1, in line 
with the approved project 
schedule.

H.E. Nibras Mohammed Talib
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Global trust
Eighth consecutive Tier 1 ranking in US Trafficking in 

Persons Report reinforces Bahrain’s standing
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s continued rec-
ognition in the US Traf-
ficking in Persons Report 

highlights the Kingdom’s com-
mitment to human rights and 
anti-trafficking efforts.

This was emphasised by His 
Excellency Yusuf bin Abdul-
hussain Khalaf, Minister of Le-
gal Affairs and Acting Minister 
of Labour, while commending 
Bahrain’s achievement securing 
Tier 1 status for the eighth year.

The minister said that under 
the leadership of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
and the follow-up of His Royal 
Highness Prince Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown 
Prince and Prime Minister, the 
Kingdom continues to advance 
its legislative framework in 
line with international labour 
standards to prevent all forms 
of exploitation and strengthen 
mechanisms for human rights 
protection.

Joint efforts
He praised the joint efforts 

of national institutions in ap-
plying best international prac-

tices, which have reinforced 
Bahrain’s standing as a model 
in addressing humanitarian is-
sues.

Khalaf commended the Min-
istry of Interior, led by H.E. 
General Shaikh Rashid bin Ab-
dullah Al Khalifa, for its role 
in building a comprehensive 
security framework that sup-
ports anti-trafficking measures.

The Acting Labour Minister 
also underscored the contribu-
tion of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, under H.E. Dr. Abdul-
latif bin Rashid Al Zayani, in 

promoting Bahrain’s human 
rights achievements interna-
tionally, while noting the efforts 
of Ministry of Justice, Islamic 
Affairs and Waqf, the Supreme 
Judicial Council, the Public 
Prosecution, and the Labour 
Market Regulatory Authority 
(LMRA) in implementing inte-
grated measures in line with 
national legislation.

“The Kingdom 
continues to 
advance its 
legislative 

framework in line 
with international 
labour standards 

to prevent all forms 
of exploitation 
and strengthen 
mechanisms for 

human rights 
protection.” 

- H.E. YUSUF BIN ABDULHUSSAIN 
KHALAF, MINISTER OF LEGAL AFFAIRS 

AND ACTING MINISTER OF LABOUR 

Triumph for human 
dignity and justice
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s eighth consecu-
tive Tier 1 ranking in the 

United States Department of 
State’s Trafficking in Persons 
(TIP) Report underscores the 
Kingdom’s commitment to 
safeguarding human dignity 
and upholding justice through 
advanced legislation, effective 
enforcement, and comprehen-
sive protection measures.

His Excellency Nibras Talib, 
Chief Executive of the Labour 
Market Regulatory Authority 
(LMRA) and Chairman of the 
National Committee for Com-
batting Trafficking in Persons, 
said: “The recognition is a tes-
tament to Bahrain’s pioneer-
ing efforts in creating a rights-
based framework that protects 
individuals, combats traffick-
ing, and reinforces justice at 
every level.”

Congratulations
Talib congratulated His Maj-

esty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa and His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, on the achieve-
ment.

Talib noted that the consist-
ent Tier 1 ranking — awarded to 
only a select group of countries 
— affirms Bahrain’s credibility 

on the international stage and 
strengthens its role as a model 
in protecting human rights.

“Our success in the TIP Re-
port, the foremost reference 
monitoring the efforts of 188 
countries, is proof of Bahrain’s 
credibility and the trust we 
have earned internationally,” 
he said.

Global reputation
He emphasised that this dis-

tinction also enhances Bah-
rain’s global reputation as a re-
gional hub for investment and 
a safe, fair work environment 
that attracts talent from around 
the world.

“By safeguarding rights and 
ensuring transparency in our 
labour system, Bahrain is not 

only protecting individuals but 
also building confidence in our 
economy,” he added.

Talib praised the Ministry of 
Interior, under the leadership of 
H.E. General Shaikh Rashid bin 
Abdullah Al Khalifa, for its crit-
ical role in maintaining social 
and economic stability through 
enforcement campaigns, as well 
as the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs, led by H.E. Dr. Abdullatif 
bin Rashid Al Zayani, for high-
lighting Bahrain’s achievements 
internationally.

He also acknowledged the 
contributions of the Ministry 
of Justice, Islamic Affairs and 
Waqf, the Supreme Judicial 
Council, and the Public Pros-
ecution in reinforcing the rule 
of law.

“By safeguarding 
rights and ensuring 

transparency in 
our labour system, 

Bahrain is not 
only protecting 

individuals but also 
building confidence 

in our economy.” 
- H.E. NIBRAS TALIB, CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
OF THE LABOUR MARKET REGULATORY 

AUTHORITY (LMRA)



His Excellency Nibras Talib, Chief Executive of the Labour Market Regulatory Authority (LMRA) and Chairman of the 
National Committee for Combating Trafficking in Persons, received H.E. Elizabeth Litchfield, Deputy Ambassador of 
the US to the Kingdom of Bahrain. During the meeting, both sides affirmed the depth of the longstanding friendship, 
cooperation, and strategic ties between Bahrain and the US across various fields. They praised the mutual commitment 
of the two friendly countries to strengthening bilateral cooperation frameworks in a way that serves common interests 
and reflects the strength of their existing partnership.

In line with the directive of His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, for the Ministry of Labour to present 
three job opportunities to every registered job seeker 
before the end of this year, His Excellency Yusuf bin 
Abdulhussein Khalaf, Minister of Legal Affairs and 
Acting Minister of Labour, conducted an inspection 
tour at the Ministry’s Employment Services Centre 
to review the workflow and the organizational 
procedures in place. During the tour, the Minister 
met with a number of job seekers registered with the 
Ministry and listened to their feedback regarding the 
employment procedures, with the aim of improving 
and developing the quality of services provided. 
He noted that the Ministry takes all feedback into 
account as a basis for enhancing mechanisms to 
complete employment processes smoothly and 
efficiently.

I n s p e c t i o n  v i s i t

Bahrain-US ties
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Crypto crime
Court convicts defendant for processing more than 

BD75,000 ‘dirty money’

• Six years in jail, 
fined BD105,000 in 
international fraud case

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

The First High Criminal 
Court has convicted a 
defendant of laundering 

more than BD75,000 obtained 
through international fraud 
schemes.

The court sentenced the de-
fendant to six years in prison 
and fined him BD105,000, in ad-
dition to confiscating BD75,299 
from his assets.

According to the Financial 
Crimes and Money Laundering 
Prosecution, the case began af-
ter a report from the National 
Financial 

Intelligence Center revealed 
the defendant’s involvement in 
an organized criminal network.

He received funds from 
multiple victims of fraudulent 
investment schemes into his 
two bank accounts, then trans-
ferred them to his account on 
the CoinMENA platform to pur-
chase cryptocurrency (USDT).

He later moved the funds to 
his account on Binance.com 
(outside Bahrain) before dis-

tributing them to several elec-
tronic wallets provided by the 
criminal network, taking a com-
mission for himself.

Investigations showed that 
the victims had been deceived 
by fraudsters posing as repre-
sentatives of various invest-
ment companies, luring them 
with promises of high returns.

Illicit proceeds 
Once the victims transferred 

their money to the defendant’s 

bank accounts, he knowingly 
processed and moved the illicit 
proceeds abroad, following in-
structions from the network’s 
leaders.

The Public Prosecution 
confirmed that, in light of the 
court’s ruling, further legal 
measures and internation-
al judicial cooperation re-
quests are being pursued to 
hold all accomplices account-
able and recover the illicit  
funds.

Image used for illustrative purposes only

Company owner 
sent to jail for 
withholding VAT

• Fined BD195,000

TDT | Manama

The High Criminal Court 
yesterday jailed a com-

pany owner for three years 
for withholding VAT he had 
collected, ordered repay-
ment of BD65,102.068 with 
a matching fine, and fined 
the company’s registration 
BD195,306.204.

The case began with a 
complaint from the Nation-
al Bureau for Revenue that 
the defendant filed VAT re-
turns while keeping the tax 
taken from customers.

Checks by the Bureau 
showed the company was 
registered for VAT and that 
returns were lodged with-
out paying over the sums 
collected.

Inquiry
The Public Prosecution 

opened an inquiry on re-
ceipt of the complaint.

It placed a travel ban on 
the defendant, took state-
ments from NBR staff and 
examined records and in-
voices tied to the transac-
tions.

When questioned and 
shown the file, the defend-
ant admitted the charge.

The Prosecution sent 
both the individual and the 
commercial registration (as 
the legal person) to the First 
High Criminal Court, which 
delivered the verdict.

The victims had been deceived by fraudsters 
posing as representatives of various investment 

companies, luring them with promises of high 
returns.

Three convicted 
in BD38,000 drug 
money laundering

• Five-year jail term, 
BD100,000 fine for 
each defendant

Rehab Mohammad
TDT | Manama

The First High Criminal 
Court has convicted three 

defendants of laundering more 
than BD38,000 derived from 
cultivating and trafficking nar-
cotic substances.

It sentenced each defend-
ant to five years in prison and 
fined them BD100,000, in ad-
dition to confiscating BD38,769 
from their funds and assets.

The first and third defend-
ants were also ordered to be 
deported permanently after 
serving their sentences.

The case began after the 
Public Prosecution received a 
report from the Anti-Narcot-

ics Directorate indicating the 
defendants’ involvement in cul-
tivating and trafficking drugs.

Investigations
Rarallel financial investiga-

tions were launched by the 
Prosecution and tasked the 
National Financial Intelli-
gence Center with tracing the 
illicit proceeds.

Investigations revealed that 
the defendants had acquired 
more than BD38,000 from 
drug trafficking and engaged 
in money laundering activi-
ties, including cash withdraw-
als, currency exchanges, and 
overseas transfers, in order to 
conceal the illicit origin of the 
funds and give them a legiti-
mate appearance.

Based on the collected evi-
dence and technical reports, 
the defendants were referred 
to the criminal court, which 
issued the above conviction 
and sentences.

Al-Dhaen: Tier 1 a Duty
MP says ranking proves Bahrain’s human rights system 
works in practice

• MP hails eighth 
Tier 1 ranking

• Credits vision of 
His Majesty, HRH 
Crown Prince

• Calls achievement a 
renewed responsibility

Mahir Haneef
TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s eighth straight Tier 
1 ranking in the U.S. State 

Department’s Trafficking in 
Persons Report has prompted 
MP Dr Maryam Al-Dhaen to call 
the recognition both a global 

endorsement and a national 
responsibility.

She said the ranking affirms 
international confidence in 
Bahrain’s system for safeguard-
ing rights and dignity, describ-
ing it as “an integrated frame-
work of prevention, protection, 

and justice.”
Al-Dhaen noted that Bahrain’s 

rights model includes the re-
gion’s first Labour Protection 
Centre for expatriate workers, 
the National Referral System 
for victims, the Wage Protection 
System, and specialised prose-
cution, court, and victims’ fund.

She credited the leadership 
of His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and the vision 
of His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister, for embedding human 
dignity at the core of national 
policy.

The MP said the milestone “is 
not an endpoint but a renewed 
national duty” to keep Bahrain 
at the forefront of justice and 
human rights.

MP Dr Maryam Al-Dhaen



His Excellency Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, Deputy Prime Minister, visited Diyar Al Muharraq to view the Al 
Naseem project on completion of villa construction. The visit was at the invitation of Abdulhakim Yaqoob Al Khayyat, 
Chairman of Diyar Al Muharraq Company. Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah was accompanied by senior officials including 
H.E. Kamal bin Ahmed Mohammed, President of the Electricity and Water Authority; H.E. Wael bin Nasser Al Mubarak, 
Minister of Municipalities Affairs and Agriculture; H.E. Ibrahim bin Hassan Al Hawaj, Minister of Works; H.E. Yasser bin 
Ibrahim Humaidan, Minister of Electricity and Water Affairs; H.E. Amna bint Ahmed Al Rumaihi, Minister of Housing and 
Urban Planning; and H.E. Essam bin Abdullah Khalaf, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Real Estate Regulatory 
Authority (RERA).

In implementation of the directives of His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, to expand afforestation across Bahrain’s governorates as part of the National Afforestation Plan, His 
Excellency Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah Al Khalifa, the Deputy Prime Minister, planted the 14,000th tree, marking the 
completion of the afforestation works on Muharraq Ring Road. The planting ceremony was attended by ministers 
and senior officials. Shaikh Khalid bin Abdullah emphasised that the Kingdom’s afforestation initiatives embody a 
comprehensive national vision that aims to enhance environmental security and achieve balance between economic 
development and the preservation of natural resources, in line with the Kingdom’s commitment to reach carbon 
neutrality by 2060. 

Al Naseem project 14,000th tree planted 
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Bahrain–Italy trade 
rises to $791mln
Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Trade between Bahrain 
and Italy reached $791 
million in 2024, up 20 

per cent on 2020. More than 130 
Italian firms now operate in the 
kingdom.

Racing Force anchors the in-
dustrial link. The Bell Racing 
Helmets plant in Sakhir opened 
in 2015 with $13 million.

Output
In November 2024, it add-

ed 12,000 square metres, dou-
bling output, and the group 
announced an OMP facility for 
racing safety gear. 

About 70 per cent of Formula 
1 drivers use helmets made in 
Bahrain.

Consumer brands have fol-
lowed the money.

Nadh Holding brought La Ro-
mana Gelato, founded in Rimini 
in 1947, to Bahrain with up to $5 
million of investment and plans 
to expand into other Gulf mar-
kets from a Bahrain base.

Energy and technology ties 
run through partnerships.

Eni has worked with Bahrain 
on exploration, production and 
technical exchange. Firms ac-
tive in metals and petrochemi-
cals have added projects.

Technology and services com-
panies have grown their foot-
print, helped by rules that allow 
100 per cent foreign ownership 
of companies and real estate in 
most sectors.

Demands
Trade flows in 2024 show 

where demand sits.
Aluminium fluoride led im-

ports from Italy at $31 million 
despite a 30 per cent fall on the 

year.
Leather handbags accounted 

for about 4 per cent of imports. 
Large-capacity passenger cars 
rose by 92 per cent compared 
with 2023.

On the export side,  un-
wrought aluminium to Italy to-
talled $145 million.

Exports
Aluminium alloys made up 

roughly 43 per cent of exports, 
and large-diameter non-alloy 
aluminium wire rose by 3,662 
per cent.

Scope for further trade is 
mapped out by the Internation-

al Trade Centre with Export 
Bahrain.

Potential Bahraini exports 
to Italy include direct reduced 
iron, aluminium wire and ag-
glomerated iron ores.

On the import side, open-
ings include pharmaceuticals, 
cheese and gas-turbine spare 
parts.

Diplomatic ties
The commercial track sits on 

long-running diplomatic ties.
Relations began in 1973. The 

Italian embassy opened in Ma-
nama in 2002.

An agreement on investment 
protection followed in 2006, 
then an accord on equal treat-
ment in port taxes and fees in 
2009.

A Bahrain–Italy Joint Com-
mittee was set up in 2021, met 
first in Rome in 2023 and adopt-
ed a three-year plan for eco-
nomic co-operation. 

In January 2025, Italian 
Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni 
visited Bahrain and signed dig-
ital and technology agreements, 
including Italian sovereignty 
over data stored in Bahraini data  
centres.

Image used for illustrative purposes only

ICAI Bahrain Hosts Second Technical Session on “Tools of the Future”

• Focus on innovations

Pradeep Puravankara 
TDT | Manama

The Bahrain Chapter of the 
Institute of Chartered Ac-

countants of India (ICAI) suc-
cessfully hosted its 27th Annual 
General Meeting (AGM) followed 
by its second technical session 
for the 2025-26 term, at The 
Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain.

The event, which brought to-
gether members and industry 
leaders, marked the formal clo-
sure of the Chapter’s 2024–25 
committee term before transi-
tioning into the new adminis-

trative year.
The subsequent technical ses-

sion was organized under the 
theme “Tools of the Future,” fo-
cusing on the latest innovations 
and technologies transforming 
the professional landscape and 

their essential implications for 
modern businesses.

Discussions
The session featured insightful 

discussions on innovation, tech-
nology adoption, and future-ready 

practices, emphasizing the critical 
role of Chartered Accountants in 
adapting to these changes. 

The proceedings were en-
riched by the participation of 
the event’s sponsors, includ-
ing Ziagram, Tally, Neurasix, 

and Aion IOS, who contribut-
ed to the dialogue on the im-
pact of these new professional  
tools.

The ICAI Bahrain Chapter was 
honored by the gracious pres-
ence of His Excellency Vinod 

K. Jacob, Ambassador of India 
to Bahrain, whose support and 
encouragement underscored the 
importance of the event to the 
Indian expatriate professional 
community.

Thanks
The Chapter extended its 

heartfelt thanks to all members 
and guests for their active par-
ticipation and engagement.

Special acknowledgment was 
given to ZIGRAM, the Diamond 
Sponsor, for their continued and 
valuable support of the Chap-
ter’s activities. 

The event concluded with 
the presentation of the newly 
formed Executive Committee 
for 2025-26.

H.E. Indian Ambassador Vinod K. Jacob with ICAI Bahrain Chapter officials and members

BCS inaugurates 
Sharodutsob 2025

Pradeep Puravankara 
TDT | Manama

The Bengal Cultural Society 
(BCS), Bahrain, officially 

inaugurated its much-antic-
ipated annual festival, Shar-
odutsob 2025, on Sunday at 
the Telegu Kala Samity Hall 
in Adliya.

The opening ceremony 
marked the beginning of a 
multi-day cultural celebration, 
bringing the spirit of Bengal to 
the Kingdom of Bahrain.

The inaugural event was 
graced by the presence of sev-
eral prominent figures, with 
Mr. Girish Pujari, Second Sec-
retary to the Indian Embassy 
in Bahrain, serving as the es-
teemed Chief Guest.

He was joined by Ms. Meera 
Ravi, Chief Editor of Salaam 
Bahrain magazine, who also 
attended as a special guest.

The evening featured a for-
mal inauguration ceremony 
and the traditional lighting of 
the lamp, followed by address-
es from the dignitaries. 

Festival

Keynote speeches empha-
sizing cultural exchange, com-
munity bonding, and the sig-
nificance of the festival were 
delivered by Mr. Pujari and 
Ms. Ravi, alongside Mr. Saikat 
Sarkar, President of the Bengal 
Cultural Society.

The speakers lauded the so-
ciety’s consistent effort to pro-
mote Indian cultural heritage 
within the Gulf region.

The Sharodutsob 2025 fes-
tival, which includes various 
cultural performances, art 
showcases, and community 
gatherings, is scheduled to run 
for several days and will con-
clude on October 2, 2025.

Distinguished guests with Bengal Cultural Society officials and members

The multi-day cultural 
celebration brings the 
spirit of Bengal to the 
Kingdom of Bahrain.
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The New York Stock 
Exchange (NYSE) 

began in 1792 under 
a buttonwood tree on 
Wall Street, when 24 
brokers signed the 

“Buttonwood Agree-
ment.” That simple 
pact to trade stocks 
together grew into 
the world’s largest 

stock exchange, now 
handling trillions of 
dollars in market 
capitalization.

KNOW WHAT

NBB signs framework 
deal with Banco BPM

To Strengthen Bilateral Trade and Investment between the Kingdom of Bahrain and Italy

• Signed during the 
official visit of His 
Royal Highness the 
Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister

Manama

The National Bank of Bah-
rain (NBB) has signed a 
landmark framework 

agreement with Banco BPM 
S.p.A., one of Italy’s leading 
joint stock banking institu-
tions, during the official visit 
of His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, to Italy. The agree-
ment formalises a strategic 
partnership aimed at support-
ing Italian entities seeking to 
establish or expand their busi-
ness in the Kingdom of Bahrain, 
Saudi Arabia, and the United 
Arab Emirates, while enabling 
Bahraini companies to explore 
commercial and investment op-
portunities in Italy.

Mrs. Hala Ali Husain Yateem, 
Chairperson of NBB, represent-

ed the Bank at the signing cere-
mony, which was also attended 
by representatives of Banco 
BPM and dignitaries from both 
countries.

On the occasion, Mrs. Yateem 
said, “This agreement marks 
an important step in advancing 
financial collaboration between 
the Kingdom of Bahrain and 
Italy. By combining NBB’s strong 
presence across the Kingdom 
of Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, and 
the United Arab Emirates 
with Banco BPM’s institution-
al reach in Italy, we are help-
ing companies and investors 
from both regions to pursue 
lucrative opportunities with 
greater ease and confidence. 
This partnership reflects NBB’s 
commitment to form strategic 
alliances that support broader 
economic growth and invest-
ment between our nations.”

The agreement reinforces 
NBB and Banco BPM’s roles as 
strategic banking partners for 
clients expanding across the 
Kingdom of Bahrain and Italy, 
aiming to facilitate cross-bor-
der transactions and support 
the growth of bilateral trade 
and investment between both 
countries.

Trump announces deal with Pfizer he 
says will lower certain drug prices

AFP | Washington, United 
States

The Trump administration 
yesterday granted Pfizer a 

three-year reprieve on planned 
tariffs in a deal that would see 
the pharmaceutical giant vol-
untarily lower the prices of 
unspecified drugs in the Unit-
ed States.

US President Donald Trump, 
flanked by top health officials, 
was scant on details regarding 
what or how many drugs were 
included in the deal.

The announcements are part 
of Trump's efforts to strike 
"Most Favored Nation" pricing 
deals with drug manufactur-
ers, which would see phar-
maceutical companies link 
US prices to the lowest cost 
of drugs that other wealthy 
countries pay.

The White House also said 

it would unveil a website -- 
called TrumpRx -- that would 
allow consumers to directly 
purchase some medications at 
discounted rates.

The announcement saw 
Pfizer's stock price rise by five 
percent.

Like Trump, Pfizer CEO Al-
bert Bourla heralded the deal 
as a great achievement, al-
though a statement from the 
company was equally vague 
on specifics.

The company did say a 
"large majority" of "primary 
care treatments and some se-
lect specialty brands" could 
be offered at savings from 50 
percent to 85 percent.

Trump also said Pfizer had 
agreed to "invest $70 billion 
to reshore domestic manufac-
turing facilities" to the United 
States.

 (L/R) Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla speaks as Medicare and Medicaid 
Administrator Mehmet Oz and US President Donald Trump look on

US stocks slip as government shutdown looms
AFP | London, United Kingdom

US stock markets edged 
lower and gold retreat-
ed from a record high 

on Tuesday as traders steeled 
themselves for a possible US 
government shutdown.

A White House meeting Mon-
day with congressional leaders 
ended without a breakthrough, 
raising the odds of a shutdown 
starting at midnight on Tuesday, 
Washington time (0400 GMT 
Wednesday).

While shutdowns are not usu-
ally painful in investor terms, 
markets remained cautious, an-
alysts said.

“Usually, markets ignore shut-
downs -- most last only a few 
days and investors seem to take 
a long-term view of the situa-
tion, and the short duration of 
most incidents has little impact 
on company profits,” said Neil 
Wilson, investor strategist at 
Saxo.

However, Wilson warned: 
“It could be different this time. 
Deep political divisions could 
see this drag on. A longer shut-
down could have serious conse-
quences for stocks.”

He pointed to the White 
House threatening mass firings 
while recent changes to eco-
nomic policy added to uncer-
tainty and raised the prospect 
of a potential recession.

Gold price surges
Gold, a safe haven investment 

in times of uncertainty, reached 

yet another peak above $3,871 
an ounce before falling later in 
the day.

Speculation is growing that 
it could soon hit $4,000, having 
piled on almost 50 percent since 
the turn of the year.

“The longer-term case is still 
supportive of further increases 
in the gold price,” said Kathleen 
Brooks, research director at XTB 
trading platform.

“Dollar weakness, rising in-
flation expectations and the 
prospect of Fed rate cuts are all 
driving this gold rally.”

There are concerns that a 
shutdown could delay this 
week’s release of government 
statistics on the labour market, 

including non-farm payrolls, 
which could provide clues about 
the Federal Reserve’s next move 
on interest rates.

Recent indicators have sup-
ported investor expectations 
that the US central bank will 
cut borrowing costs twice more 
this year after reducing them 
this month as the labour market 
softens.

“A delay to the release of the 
Non-Farm Payrolls report this 
week could trigger some vola-
tility as this report was consid-
ered the last piece of the puzzle 
before the October Fed rate cut,” 
Brooks said.

“However,” she added, “we do 
not think that it will derail a rate 

cut next month.”
Oil prices dropped further on 

fears of a glut amid talk of OPEC+ 
hiking output again when offi-
cials meet on Sunday.

Trump’s Gaza peace plan was 
also weighing on prices, analysts 
said.

Europe’s leading indices rose.
European Central Bank chief 

Christine Lagarde said Tues-
day US tariffs had not hit the 
eurozone as badly as feared, 
but warned: “New trade and 
geopolitical shocks will remain 
a constant feature of our envi-
ronment.”

Key figures at around 1530 GMT
New York - Dow:   0.4% at 46,138.55 points

New York - S&P 500:   0.3% at 6,664.63

New York - Nasdaq:   0.3% at 22,520.21

London - FTSE 100:   0.5% at 9,350.43 (close)

Paris - CAC 40:   0.2% at 7,895.94 (close)

Frankfurt - DAX:   0.6% at 23,880.72 (close)

Tokyo - Nikkei 225:  N 0.3% at 44,932.63 (close)

Hang Seng Index:   0.9% at 26,855.56 (close)

Shanghai - Composite:   0.5% at 3,882.78 (close)

Euro/dollar:   at $1.1730 from $1.1725 on Monday

Pound/dollar:   at $1.3445 from $1.3434

Dollar/yen:   at 147.97 yen from 148.68 yen

Euro/pound:   at 87.24 pence from 87.28 pence

Brent North Sea Crude:  N 1.6% at $66.01 per barrel

West Texas Intermediate:   1.6% at $62.43 per barrel



06
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2025

ASRY takes part in 
INMEX SMM India 2025

 Manama

The Arab Shipbuilding 
and Repair Yard Com-
pany (ASRY) took part 

in the 14th INMEX SMM India 
2025, one of South Asia’s largest 
specialized maritime industry 
exhibitions.   Held in Mumbai 
in September 2025, the event 
drew wide participation from 
leading names in logistics and 
sea freight, both regional and 
global.

  This participation formed 
part of ASRY’s drive to strength-
en its presence at global trade 
forums. The stand served as a 
meeting point for clients from 
across South Asia and the Far 
East, and as a platform to show-
case its products and longstand-
ing expertise in the maritime 
and industrial fields. ASRY’s 
presence drew strong interest 

from ship and marine-asset op-
erators, representatives of com-
panies active in the maritime 
field, and exhibition visitors.

  During his participation, 
ASRY’s Business Development 
Manager, Mohammed Sul-
tan, said: ‘Our presence here 
demonstrates our commitment 
to maintaining a strong foot-
hold on the global stage and 
expanding our long-term part-
nerships across the maritime 
sector. Exhibitions such as this 
are a key platform for building 
and strengthening relationships 
with our customers, including 
owners and operators of ma-
rine assets from around the  
world.’

  The exhibition hosted a 
record line-up this year with 
more than 250 exhibitors from 
20 countries, over 700 compa-
ny representatives, and about 
9,000 international visitors.

Gold delivers record returns for consumers 
- 85% increase in price in the last 21 months  
 

• Gold price increased 
by 37% in 2024

• Gold price increased 
by 36% in last 9 months

 Shamlal Ahamed, MD-Inter-
national Operations, Malabar 
Gold & Diamonds

Gold has reached an un-
precedented milestone by 

crossing USD 3,800 per ounce, 
marking an all-time record in 
the global markets. This devel-
opment is particularly signif-
icant because it validates the 
confidence that investors, in-
stitutions, and households alike 
have consistently placed in gold 
as a hedge against uncertain-
ty. The 36% hike in the last 9 
months demonstrates gold’s re-

silience and its ability to deliver 
consistent returns even in an 
environment where traditional 
assets are under pressure.

 For Indian consumers, this is 
especially heartening news, as 
gold continues to occupy a dual 
role — an adornment that carries 

immense cultural significance, 
and a safe, long-term investment 
that secures financial stability 
across generations. While con-
sumer demand remains steady, 
what is noteworthy in this cycle 
is that institutional investors, 
sovereign wealth funds, and 

central banks have emerged as 
the largest buyers of gold. Their 
significant participation under-
scores gold’s unique position as 
an asset that transcends bor-
ders, currencies, and economic  
cycles.

 Looking ahead, I am confident 
that the momentum will con-
tinue, driven by a combination 
of macroeconomic factors in-
cluding the imposition of tariffs, 
weakening of the U.S. dollar, and 
the persistent need for safe-ha-
ven assets in volatile markets. 
Given these dynamics, I fore-
see gold advancing towards the 
USD 5,000 per ounce mark in 
the coming years. This outlook 
reinforces what our customers 
have always believed — that gold 
is not merely ornamental, but a 
strategic and enduring invest-
ment.

Key Points
Gold has delivered record returns to consumers, rising by an impressive 
85% in the last 21 months. This makes it one of the strongest performing 
assets globally.

In 2024 alone, gold prices have increased by 37%. This demonstrates its 
ability to grow even when other investments face challenges.

Over the past 9 months, gold has risen by 36%. This steady climb shows 
its resilience and reliability as an asset.

For the first time in history, gold has crossed USD 3,800 per ounce today 
(22K per gram AED:424.25, INR:10,670). This milestone marks an all-time 
institutions (Central banks), Investors and households continue to trust 
gold as a safe-haven asset. It remains a proven hedge against uncertainty 
and volatility.

For Indian consumers, gold is both cultural pride and financial security. It 
serves as adornment while protecting wealth for generations.

Large purchases by central banks, sovereign wealth funds, and 
institutions have driven demand. Their participation reinforces gold’s 
universal appeal.

Global factors point to continued momentum for gold in the future. 
Experts see the potential for it to reach USD 5,000 per ounce by next 
year.
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BENEFIT and ATME announce sponsorship of Fintech Forward 2025
Manama

As Bahrain prepares to 
host the upcoming edi-
tion of Fintech Forward 

2025 (FF25), the Kingdom’s 
flagship fintech forum, BENEFIT 
Company (BENEFIT), leading 
Bahrain’s innovator in finan-
cial technology and electronic 

financial transaction services 
has confirmed its participation 
as a gold sponsor, and ATME, 
the Central Bank of Bahrain 
(CBB)-licensed digital assets 
exchange has joined as a silver 
sponsor.

The third edition of Fin-
Tech Forward will take place 
on October 8th and 9th 2025 

at Exhibition World Bahrain 
(EWB). Hosted by the Bahrain 
Economic Development Board 
(Bahrain EDB, this year’s forum 
will offer a dynamic platform 
to showcase innovation, fos-
ter collaboration, and explore 
emerging opportunities across 
the regional and global fintech  
landscape

As a gold sponsor, BENEFIT 
continues to demonstrate its 
leadership in shaping Bahrain’s 
digital economy. Over the years, 
BENEFIT has played a pivotal 
role in modernising the King-
dom’s payments infrastructure, 
driving financial inclusion, and 
introducing innovative solu-
tions that make transactions 

more secure, seamless, and 
accessible. Its achievements 
include pioneering Bahrain’s 
National Electronic Fund 
Transfer System (EFTS), ad-
vancing open banking services, 
and developing digital products 
that strengthen the country’s 
competitive edge as a fintech 
hub. Most recently, BENEFIT 

announced that the compa-
ny recorded a total volume of 
around 242.7 million transac-
tions, representing a value of 
BHD 18.2 billion in electronic 
financial transactions in the 
first half of 2025, an 11% in-
crease when compared to the 
same period in the previous 
 year. 

Inflation concerns send US consumer 
confidence to 5-month low

AFP | Washington, United States

US consumer confidence has 
slumped to its lowest level 

since President Donald Trump's 
sweeping tariffs came into effect 
in April, according to data pub-
lished Tuesday, with respond-
ents expressing growing con-
cern about inflation.

The Conference Board's con-
sumer confidence index slipped 
3.6 points to 94.2 in Septem-
ber, down from a revised 97.8 a 
month earlier.

This was worse than analysts 
expected, according to surveys 
of economists conducted by 
Dow Jones Newswires and The 
Wall Street Journal.

"Consumers' write-in re-
sponses showed that referenc-
es to prices and inflation rose 
in September, regaining its top 
position as the main topic influ-
encing consumers' views of the 
economy," Conference Board 
senior economist Stephanie 

Guichard said in a statement.
References to tariffs remained 

high, but were lower than a 

month earlier, she noted.
In slightly more positive news, 

consumers' average 12-month 

inflation expectations "inched 
down" to 5.8% from 6.1% in Au-
gust, she said, adding this was 

still notably above the figure at 
the end of last year.

US inflation has edged higher 
since Trump launched his tariff 
policy shortly after returning to 
the White House, hitting both 
allies and adversaries with steep 
duties in a bid to reshape Amer-
ica's trade relationships.

Trump and his economic 
allies continue to insist that 
any increase in inflation will 
be limited in scope, and have 
urged the US Federal Reserve to 
swiftly cut rates to support the  
economy.

At the same time as inflation 
has risen, the US labor market 
has slumped, with just 22,000 
jobs created last month, accord-
ing to Labor Department data.

Against that backdrop, the 
Fed cut its key lending rate by a 
quarter%age-point earlier this 
month, bringing its benchmark 
lending rate to between 4.00 
and 4.25%.

A parking lot adjacent to the Freedom Tower was voted by Florida officials to be donated as the potential site for President Donald Trump's future presidential 
library in Miami, Florida.

Spotify 
founder 
Daniel Ek 
to give up 
CEO role
Stockholm, Sweden

Spotify co-founder Dan-
iel Ek will step down as 

CEO on January 1 and be-
come executive chairman, 
handing the reins to two of 
his deputies in a leadership 
shake-up, the music stream-
ing giant said Tuesday.

Spotify said Gustav Sod-
erstrom, its chief product 
and technology officer, and 
chief business officer Alex 
Norstrom would take over 
as co-CEOs.

“This change simply 
matches titles to how we 
already operate,” Ek said.

“Over the last few years, 
I’ve turned over a large part 
of the day-to-day manage-
ment and strategic direc-
tion of Spotify to Alex and 
Gustav,” he said. The change 
would come into effect on 
January 1, 2026.

Startup founder sentenced to 7 
years in US fraud case
New York, United States

A federal judge sentenced 
former tech start-up high-

flier Charlie Javice to just over 
seven years in prison on Mon-
day after she was convicted of 
defrauding JPMorgan Chase on 
a $175 million deal.

Javice, who in 2021 sold her 
online business Frank to the 
US banking giant, was found 
guilty by a New York jury in 
March of charges the enter-
prise was built on millions of 
fabricated users.

US District Judge Alvin Hel-
lerstein sentenced Javice to 85 
months in prison, a Depart-
ment of Justice spokesman 
said.

In their complaint, US pros-
ecutors said Javice hired an 
outside data scientist to create 

a “synthetic data set” after a 
company engineer declined a 
request, citing concerns about 
illegality.

Javice had billed Frank as 
offering a way to simplify the 
process of filling out the US 
application for financial aid for 
higher education. JPMorgan 
was drawn to the platform as a 
means to market banking ser-
vices to younger consumers.

Javice perpetrated “an auda-
cious and multifaceted crimi-
nal scheme” that was “fueled 
by greed,” said Micah Festa 
Fergenson of the US Attorney’s 
office, which had sought a 12-
year sentence.

While the case showed “very 
poor” due diligence on the 
part of JPMorgan, Judge Hel-
lerstein said Javice’s conduct 
merited punishment.

People walk along 42nd St. in Manhattan on July 14, 2025, in New York City.

US cops pull over driverless car after illegal U-turn
Los Angeles, United States

US police thought they 
had their man when they 

watched a taxi make an ille-
gal U-turn right in front of 
them -- only to discover there 
was no-one in the driver’s  
seat.

Officers in San Bruno, Cali-
fornia pulled over the Waymo 
driverless car on Friday night, 
but -- despite its flagrant law 
breaking -- had to let it go.

“Since there was no human 
driver, a ticket couldn’t be is-
sued,” police in the city, south 
of San Francisco, said on social 
media.

“ O u r  c i t a t i o n  b o o k s 
d o n ’ t  h a v e  a  b o x  f o r  
‘robot.’”

Describing the situation as 
“a first” for law enforcement, 
the police department said they 
had spoken to Waymo about the 
problem.

“Officers... contacted the 

company to let them know 
about the ‘glitch.’”

Waymo told AFP its autono-
mous driving system has been 
designed to obey the rules.

“We are looking into this 
situation and are commit-
ted to improving road safety 
through our ongoing learnings 
and experience,” the company  
said.

Waymo operates fleets of 
driverless taxis in and around a 
small number of major US cities, 

including San Francisco and 
Los Angeles.

The vehicles -- white Jag-
uars equipped with an array 
of sensors -- navigate around 
known cityscapes using an on-
board mapping and computing 
system.

Despite their unnerving ap-
pearance, with an empty front 
seat and a steering wheel that 
turns on its own, the vehicles 
have proved popular with pas-
sengers.



NOT ALL OF US CAN DO GREAT 
THINGS. BUT WE CAN DO SMALL 
THINGS WITH GREAT LOVE
 MOTHER TERESA
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331 BC 1688 1814 1867 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Alexander the Great de-
feats Darius III of Persia 
in the Battle of Gaugamela

Prince William of 
Orange accepts in-
vitation to take up 
the British crown

Opening of the Congress of 
Vienna redraws Europe’s 
political map after the de-
feat of Napoleon Bonaparte

Karl Marx publishes “Das Kapital” 
in Berlin, describing the capitalist 

system, its instability, and its 
tendency toward self-destruction
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Today, on the auspi-
cious occasion of 

Maha Ashtami, I went to 
Delhi’s Chittaranjan Park 
to take part in the Durga 
Puja celebrations. Chit-
taranjan Park is known 
for its strong association 
with Bengali culture. 
The celebrations truly 
reflect the spirit of unity 
and cultural vibrancy in 
our society. Prayed for 
everyone’s happiness 
and wellbeing.

@narendramodi

Chuck Schumer once 
recognized that it 

was disastrous to give il-
legal aliens rewards for 
breaking the law.  Now he 
wants to shut down the 
government unless we…
reward illegal aliens for 
breaking the law.

@VP

@POTUS has always 
been clear about 

his priorities regarding 
the Gaza conflict: bring 
the hostages home and 
end the war. His vision-
ary plan for peace makes 
both goals attainable. It 
is not only bold and com-
prehensive, but a means 
to securing lasting peace 
in the Middle East.

@SecRubio

I w e l c o m e  t h e  a n -
nouncement yesterday 

by @POTUS, intended to 
achieve a ceasefire & sus-
tainable peace for Gaza & 
for the region. I further 
appreciate the important 
role of Arab & Muslim 
states in working to this 
end. It is now crucial that 
all parties commit to an 
agreement and its imple-
mentation.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Afghanistan’s internet 
and telecommunications cut 
has “extremely serious” rights 
implications, with women and 
girls especially affected, the UN 
human rights office said yesterday.  
Mobile phone signal and internet 
service in Afghanistan, ruled by 
the Taliban government, weakened 
on Monday night until connectivity was 
less than one percent of normal levels. 
“Nationwide internet shutdown by (the) 
Taliban has extremely serious human rights 
ramifications across the country,” the UN 
rights office said on X. The shutdown has 
curtailed the free flow of information crucial to everyday activities, including 
access to essential services from health and education to banking. “Women 
and girls already excluded from public life are especially affected. “We call for 
immediate reconnection.”

u A 6.9-magnitude quake struck off the coast of central Philippines on 
Tuesday evening, the US Geological Survey said, with no immediate reports of 

casualties or damage. The local seismology office 
warned of a possible “minor sea-level disturbance” and 
urged residents of the central islands of Leyte, Cebu 
and Biliran to “stay away from the beach and not to go 
to the coast”. The epicentre of the quake was at sea off 
the northern tip of Cebu island and near Bogo, a city of 

more than 90,000 people, according to a Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology, adding it expected both damage and aftershocks.

u South Africa’s ambassador to France, formerly a long-serving 
cabinet minister, was found dead on Tuesday outside a Paris hotel after the 
window of his room in the high-rise building was forced open, prosecutors said. 
Nkosinathi Emmanuel Nathi Mthethwa, 58, usually known as Nathi Mthethwa, had 
“reserved a room on the 22nd floor whose secured 
window had been forced open”, the office of the 
Paris prosecutor told AFP. The body of Mthethwa, 
a close associate of former South African president 
Jacob Zuma, was found “directly by the hotel”, it 
added. A source close to the case, who asked not to 
be named, said the ambassador had depression and 
his death could have been suicide. An investigation 
has been opened. Mthethwa had been ambassador 
since December 2023. South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa called his death “untimely” and 
“a moment of deep grief in which government and 
citizens stand beside the Mthethwa family”.

Magnitude 
6.9 quake strikes 
off central 
Philippines: USGS

South African 
ambassador found 
dead outside Paris 

hotel

Afghanistan 
internet cut 
‘extremely serious’ 
for human rights: UN

The first Gaza war broke out 
in 1948, during the Arab–

Israeli War, when Egypt took 
control of the Gaza Strip 
after fighting with Israel. 

Gaza then remained under 
Egyptian administration until 
the 1967 Six-Day War, when 
Israel captured it along with 

the West Bank, Sinai, and 
Golan Heights.

KNOW WHAT

Hamas reviewing 
Trump's Gaza plan

The plan calls for a ceasefire, release of hostages by Hamas within 72 hours

• Trump unveiled 
a 20-point plan for 
an immediate halt 
to the war in Gaza

• Qatar said the 
group had promised 
to study the proposal 
"responsibly"

•  Trump described the 
announcement of the 
plan as a "beautiful day”

• The deal would 
demand Hamas fully 
disarm, excluded 
from future roles

• It would also 
see a phased Israeli 
withdrawal from Gaza

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

AFP | Hamas was review-
ing Donald Trump's plan 
for Gaza yesterday, while 

Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu said the Israeli military 
would stay in most of the territo-
ry after he gave the US president 
his backing.

The plan calls for a ceasefire, 
release of hostages by Hamas 
within 72 hours, disarmament of 
Hamas and gradual Israeli with-
drawal from Gaza, followed by a 
post-war transitional authority 
headed by Trump himself.

"Hamas has begun a series of 
consultations within its political 

and military leaderships, both 
inside Palestine and abroad," a 
Palestinian source said on con-
dition of anonymity.

"The discussions could take 
several days due to the complex-
ities."

Qatar, which hosts Hamas's 
exiled leadership, said the group 
had promised to study the pro-
posal "responsibly", and also said 
it would hold a meeting on the 
plan with Hamas and Turkey 
later on Tuesday.

"It is still too early to speak 
about responses, but we are truly 

optimistic that this plan, as we 
said, is a comprehensive one," 
foreign ministry spokesman Ma-
jed al-Ansari said.

On Monday in Washington, 
Trump described the announce-
ment of the plan as a "beauti-
ful day -- potentially one of the 
greatest days ever in civilisation".

The deal would demand Ha-
mas fully disarm and be excluded 
from future roles in the govern-
ment, but those who agreed to 
"peaceful co-existence" would 
be given amnesty.

It would also see a phased Is-

raeli withdrawal from Gaza, after 
nearly two years of war sparked 
by Hamas's unprecedented at-
tack on Israel on October 7, 2023.

But in a video statement posted 
on his Telegram channel after 
his joint press conference with 
Trump, Netanyahu said the mil-
itary would stay in most of Gaza, 
and also said he did not agree to a 
Palestinian state during his talks 
in Washington.

"We will recover all our hos-
tages, alive and well, while the 
(Israeli military) will remain in 
most of the Gaza Strip," he said.

Still, Israel's far-right Finance 
Minister Bezalel Smotrich, a 
member of Netanyahu's coalition 
government, blasted the plan as a 
"resounding diplomatic failure".

"In my estimation, it will also 
end in tears. Our children will 
be forced to fight in Gaza again," 
he said.

UN says ready for 
Gaza aid surge set 
out in Trump plan
Geneva, Switzerland

The United Nations said 
yesterday it remains 

ready to increase aid flows 
into the Gaza Strip once 
conditions allow, following 
the unveiling of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump's peace 
plan for the Palestinian ter-
ritory.

The UN declared a famine 
in Gaza last month, blaming 
"systematic obstruction" of 
humanitarian deliveries by 
Israel.

Trump's wide-ranging 
20-point plan, outlined 
Monday, says "full aid will 
be immediately sent into the 
Gaza Strip".

The proposal says the en-
try and distribution of aid 
will proceed "without in-
terference", via the United 
Nations, its agencies and 
the Red Crescent, among 
others.

Qatar says meeting 
on Gaza plan to be 
held with Hamas, 
Turkey later 
Tuesday
AFP | Doha, Qatar

Qatar said it was set to 
hold talks with Hamas 

negotiators, Egypt and Tur-
key yesterday to discuss US 
President Donald Trump's 
Gaza plan, adding that Ha-
mas would study it "respon-
sibly".

Qatar and Egypt hand-
ed the proposal to Hamas 
on Monday, and "the (Ha-
mas) negotiating delegation 
promised to study it re-
sponsibly," foreign ministry 
spokesman Majed al-Ansari 
told a press conference.

"There will also be an-
other meeting today, also 
attended by the Turkish 
side, with the negotiating 
delegation."

The head of Egyptian in-
telligence and his Turkish 
counterpart were in Doha 
he said, to take part in nego-
tiations. "It is still too early 
to speak about responses, 
but we are truly optimistic 
that this plan, as we said, 
is a comprehensive one," 
Ansari added.

Muslim states join European 
powers in backing Trump Gaza plan

• Israel’s Netanyahu 
says army ‘will remain 
in most of Gaza’

• Germany’s 
Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz calls Trump 
plan ‘best chance’ 
to end Gaza war

• China says backs 
all Gaza de-escalation 
efforts after Trump plan

• Israel far-right 
minister Bezalel 
Smotrich calls Trump 
Gaza plan ‘resounding 
diplomatic failure’

AFP | Doha, Qatar

Key Muslim nations have 
thrown their weight be-
hind a plan by US Presi-

dent Donald Trump to end the 
war in Gaza, even as some Pal-
estinians decried the proposal 
as a “farce”.

Eight Arab or Muslim-ma-
jority nations said they “wel-
come the role of the American 
president and his sincere ef-
forts aimed at ending the war 
in Gaza”.

In a joint statement, they said 
they “affirm their readiness to 
engage positively and construc-
tively with the United States 
and the parties toward finalising 
the agreement and ensuring its 
implementation”.

The countries include Egypt, 
Jordan, the United Arab Emir-
ates and Turkey -- which all 
recognise Israel, although some 
have turbulent relationships.

Another signatory was Qatar, 
which has played a key mediato-
ry role, and Saudi Arabia, whose 
future normalisation with Israel 
is a key goal for Trump and Ne-
tanyahu.

Indonesia and Pakistan, the 
world’s two most populous 
Muslim-majority countries, also 
signed.

However, Islamic Jihad, a Pal-
estinian armed group fighting 
alongside Hamas in Gaza, called 
the plan “a recipe for continued 
aggression against the Palestin-
ian people”.

“Through this, Israel is at-
tempting -- via the United States 
-- to impose what it could not 
achieve through war,” it said.

Residents in Gaza expressed 
scepticism, dismissing the plan 
as a trick to release hostages 
that would not end the war.

“We as a people will not ac-
cept this farce,” said Abu Mazen 
Nassar, 52.

Foreign backing
Several European leaders 

voiced support Tuesday for 
Trump’s Gaza plan, with Ger-
many’s Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz calling it the “best chance” 
to end the war as he met rela-
tives of German-Israeli hostages 
held by Hamas.

In Russia, Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov called the 
situation in Gaza an “ongoing 

tragedy”.
“We want this plan to be im-

plemented and for it to help 
bring events in the Middle East 
to a peaceful conclusion,” he 
told reporters.

Meanwhile, Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Guo Jiakun 
said Beijing “supports all efforts 
conducive to easing tensions 
between Palestine and Israel”.

Trump also won UK and 
French backing from Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer and Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron for his 
plan, which includes a call for 
a transitional body in Gaza in-
volving former British premier 
Tony Blair.

Blair, a former envoy for the 
diplomatic Middle East Quartet 
of the UN, United States, EU and 
Russia, called it a “bold and in-
telligent plan” that could bring 
“immediate relief” to Gaza and 
a “brighter and better future” 
if agreed.

European Council chief An-
tonio Costa urged all parties 
to “seize this moment to give 
peace a genuine chance”, adding 
that the situation in Gaza was 
“intolerable”.

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez -- who has accused Is-
rael of committing “genocide” in 
Gaza -- said Madrid “welcomes 
the peace proposal”, adding that 
a two-state solution was “the 
only one possible”.

Army will remain
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-

tanyahu said the Israeli military 
would stay in most of Gaza, after 
he gave his backing to a peace 
plan for the Palestinian terri-
tory unveiled by US President 
Donald Trump.

Hamas will ‘pay in hell’ 
unless it accepts plan 
within days: Trump

Washington, United States

US  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump said yesterday 

that Hamas will face severe 
consequences if it does not 
accept within a few days his 
Gaza peace deal that calls for 
the disarmament of the Pales-
tinian militant group.

“We have one signature that 

we need, and that signature 
will pay in hell if they don’t 
sign. I hope they sign for their 
own good and create some-
thing really great,” Trump 
told US generals and admirals 
in Quantico, Virginia.

He earlier told reporters he 
was giving Hamas “three or 
four days” to respond to the 
proposed deal.

Gaza civil defence says 
41 killed in Israeli attacks
Nuseirat, Palestinian Terri-
tories

Gaza’s civil defence agency 
and hospitals said yester-

day that Israeli forces killed 
at least 41 people across the 
territory, including 17 near an 
aid distribution centre.

The Israeli military has 
pressed on with its offensive 
even as Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu voiced sup-
port for US President Donald 
Trump’s plan to end the war.

Officials from Gaza’s civil 
defence agency -- a rescue 
force operating under Ha-

mas authority -- said 17 peo-
ple were shot dead by Israeli 
forces near an aid distribu-
tion site near the Wadi Gaza 
bridge in central Gaza.

Al-Awda hospital con-
firmed receiving 17 bodies 
and said 33 people were 
wounded.

The civil defence added 
that 15 more people were 
killed in several strikes in 
Gaza City, from where hun-
dreds of thousands have been 
forced to flee due to Israeli 
air and ground assaults. Nine 
others were killed elsewhere 
in the territory, it said.

The plan
 Gaza to become a terror-free, demilitarized zone posing no threat to neighbours.

 Gaza will be rebuilt for the benefit of its people.

 War ends if both sides agree; Israel halts operations and withdraws to agreed lines.

 Within 72 hours of Israel’s acceptance, all hostages, alive or deceased, will be returned.

 Israel to release 250 life prisoners and 1,700 post-Oct 7 detainees; remains exchanged 15:1.

 Hamas members disarming and pledging peace get amnesty or safe passage abroad.

 Immediate full aid into Gaza: infrastructure, hospitals, bakeries, rubble clearance.

 Aid distributed by UN, Red Crescent, and other neutral bodies; Rafah crossing opened.

 Temporary technocratic Palestinian committee to run Gaza, supervised by a “Board of Peace” led by 

Trump and international leaders.

 Trump’s economic plan: special panel to attract investment, jobs, and redevelopment.

 Special economic zone created with preferential trade terms.

 No forced displacement; people free to leave or return, encouraged to rebuild Gaza.

 Hamas and factions excluded from governance; all tunnels and weapons destroyed under monitors.

 Regional partners to guarantee Hamas compliance and Gaza’s non-threat status.

 International Stabilization Force to deploy, train Palestinian police, and secure borders with Egypt 

and Israel.

 Israel will not annex Gaza; IDF withdrawal tied to demilitarization milestones and ISF readiness.

 If Hamas rejects, aid and rebuilding proceed in IDF-ISF controlled terror-free areas.

 Interfaith dialogue launched to promote tolerance and peaceful coexistence.

 With PA reforms, conditions set for Palestinian self-determination and eventual statehood.

 U.S. to lead dialogue between Israel and Palestinians for lasting peace and prosperity.

Palestinians gather to receive food portions from a charity kitchen in Nuseirat, in the central Gaza Strip

Protesters shout slogans against the visit to the US of Israel Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu at Lafayette Square in Washington, DC

Assailant killed after 
West Bank ramming 
attack injures two: 
Israeli military, 
medics
Jerusalem, Undefined

The Israeli military said 
security forces killed an 

assailant who carried out a 
ramming attack in the occu-
pied West Bank yesterday, 
which medics said injured 
two people.

Israel 's  Magen David 
Adom (MDA) emergency 
services said it received a 
report of a ramming attack 
near the Al-Khader junction 
near Bethlehem at 2:25 pm 
(1125 GMT).

"We quickly arrived at the 
scene with large forces and 
saw two teenagers who had 
been hit by a vehicle," MDA 
said in a statement.

"A boy of about 15 was ly-
ing on the ground, semi-con-
scious, and the other was ful-
ly conscious," it said, adding 
that the teenagers were suf-
fering from head and limb 
injuries and were taken to 
hospitals.

The two were students in a 
Jewish religious seminary in 
Jerusalem, according to the 
Gush Etzion regional council 
where the attack took place.

Spain to probe firms tied to 
occupied Palestinian territories
AFP | Madrid, Spain

Spain's leftist government 
said yesterday it will inves-

tigate companies that adver-
tise products or services in the 
country that originate in the 
Israeli-occupied Palestinian 
territories.

The measure follows the 
approval of a decree last week 
that bans the promotion of 
such goods and services in 
Spain to prevent firms from 
benefiting from the occupa-
tion, the consumer ministry 
said in a statement.

The decree is part of a pack-

age of measures that includes 
an arms embargo on Israel 
aimed at halting what Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez called 
"the genocide in Gaza".

Consumer Affairs Minister 
Pablo Bustinduy said earlier 
this year his office would use 
"all necessary resources" to 
ensure no company operat-
ing in Spain profits from the 
occupation.

"No firm should have its 
balance sheet stained with 
the blood of the Palestinian 
people," the statement quot-
ed him as saying at an event 
in July.

Kremlin backs 
Trump’s Gaza plan
Moscow, Russia

The Kremlin said yes-
terday it supported US 

President Donald Trump's 
20-point plan to end the war 
in Gaza.

"Russia always supports 
and welcomes any efforts 
by President Trump aimed 
at ending this ongoing trag-
edy," Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov told report-
ers, including AFP, on a daily 
briefing call. "Of course, we 
want this plan to be imple-
mented and for it to help 
bring events in the Middle 
East to a peaceful conclu-
sion," he added.

AI tool helps researchers 
treat child epilepsy

AFP | Tokyo, Japan

An artificial intelligence 
tool that can detect tiny, 

hard-to-spot brain malforma-
tions in children with epilep-
sy could help patients access 
life-changing surgery quicker, 
Australian researchers said on 
Wednesday.

It is the latest example of 
how AI, which can crunch vast 
amounts of data, is changing 
healthcare by assisting doctors 
with diagnoses.

Epilepsy has several differ-
ent causes, and overall around 
three in 10 cases are down to 
structural abnormalities in the 
brain, experts say.

These are often missed on 
MRI scans -- especially the 
smallest lesions, sometimes 
hidden at the bottom of a brain 
fold.

A team led by Emma Mac-
donald-Laurs, a paediatric 
neurologist at the Royal Chil-
dren's Hospital in Melbourne, 

trained an AI tool on child 
brain images to find lesions the 
size of a blueberry or smaller.

"They're frequently missed 
and many children are not con-
sidered as surgical candidates," 
Macdonald-Laurs told a brief-
ing ahead of the publication of 
her team's study in the journal 
Epilepsia.

"The tool doesn't replace ra-
diologists or epilepsy doctors, 
but it's like a detective that 
helps us put the puzzle piec-
es together quicker so we can 
offer potentially life-changing 
surgery," she said.

Of the patients who took 
part, with conditions known 
as cortical dysplasia and focal 
epilepsy, 80 percent had pre-
viously had an MRI scan come 
back as normal.

When the researchers used 
the AI tool to analyse both MRI 
and another type of medical 
scan called a PET, its success 
rate was 94 percent for one 
test group and 91 percent for 
another.



NOT ALL OF US CAN DO GREAT 
THINGS. BUT WE CAN DO SMALL 
THINGS WITH GREAT LOVE
 MOTHER TERESA

QUOTE 
OF THE 
DAY

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2025

331 BC 1688 1814 1867 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Alexander the Great de-
feats Darius III of Persia 
in the Battle of Gaugamela

Prince William of 
Orange accepts in-
vitation to take up 
the British crown

Opening of the Congress of 
Vienna redraws Europe’s 
political map after the de-
feat of Napoleon Bonaparte

Karl Marx publishes “Das Kapital” 
in Berlin, describing the capitalist 

system, its instability, and its 
tendency toward self-destruction
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Today, on the auspi-
cious occasion of 

Maha Ashtami, I went to 
Delhi’s Chittaranjan Park 
to take part in the Durga 
Puja celebrations. Chit-
taranjan Park is known 
for its strong association 
with Bengali culture. 
The celebrations truly 
reflect the spirit of unity 
and cultural vibrancy in 
our society. Prayed for 
everyone’s happiness 
and wellbeing.

@narendramodi

Chuck Schumer once 
recognized that it 

was disastrous to give il-
legal aliens rewards for 
breaking the law.  Now he 
wants to shut down the 
government unless we…
reward illegal aliens for 
breaking the law.

@VP

@POTUS has always 
been clear about 

his priorities regarding 
the Gaza conflict: bring 
the hostages home and 
end the war. His vision-
ary plan for peace makes 
both goals attainable. It 
is not only bold and com-
prehensive, but a means 
to securing lasting peace 
in the Middle East.

@SecRubio

I w e l c o m e  t h e  a n -
nouncement yesterday 

by @POTUS, intended to 
achieve a ceasefire & sus-
tainable peace for Gaza & 
for the region. I further 
appreciate the important 
role of Arab & Muslim 
states in working to this 
end. It is now crucial that 
all parties commit to an 
agreement and its imple-
mentation.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)

02

News in brief 
 u Afghanistan’s internet 
and telecommunications cut 
has “extremely serious” rights 
implications, with women and 
girls especially affected, the UN 
human rights office said yesterday.  
Mobile phone signal and internet 
service in Afghanistan, ruled by 
the Taliban government, weakened 
on Monday night until connectivity was 
less than one percent of normal levels. 
“Nationwide internet shutdown by (the) 
Taliban has extremely serious human rights 
ramifications across the country,” the UN 
rights office said on X. The shutdown has 
curtailed the free flow of information crucial to everyday activities, including 
access to essential services from health and education to banking. “Women 
and girls already excluded from public life are especially affected. “We call for 
immediate reconnection.”

u A 6.9-magnitude quake struck off the coast of central Philippines on 
Tuesday evening, the US Geological Survey said, with no immediate reports of 

casualties or damage. The local seismology office 
warned of a possible “minor sea-level disturbance” and 
urged residents of the central islands of Leyte, Cebu 
and Biliran to “stay away from the beach and not to go 
to the coast”. The epicentre of the quake was at sea off 
the northern tip of Cebu island and near Bogo, a city of 

more than 90,000 people, according to a Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
Seismology, adding it expected both damage and aftershocks.

u South Africa’s ambassador to France, formerly a long-serving 
cabinet minister, was found dead on Tuesday outside a Paris hotel after the 
window of his room in the high-rise building was forced open, prosecutors said. 
Nkosinathi Emmanuel Nathi Mthethwa, 58, usually known as Nathi Mthethwa, had 
“reserved a room on the 22nd floor whose secured 
window had been forced open”, the office of the 
Paris prosecutor told AFP. The body of Mthethwa, 
a close associate of former South African president 
Jacob Zuma, was found “directly by the hotel”, it 
added. A source close to the case, who asked not to 
be named, said the ambassador had depression and 
his death could have been suicide. An investigation 
has been opened. Mthethwa had been ambassador 
since December 2023. South African President 
Cyril Ramaphosa called his death “untimely” and 
“a moment of deep grief in which government and 
citizens stand beside the Mthethwa family”.

Magnitude 
6.9 quake strikes 
off central 
Philippines: USGS

South African 
ambassador found 
dead outside Paris 

hotel

Afghanistan 
internet cut 
‘extremely serious’ 
for human rights: UN

The first Gaza war broke out 
in 1948, during the Arab–

Israeli War, when Egypt took 
control of the Gaza Strip 
after fighting with Israel. 

Gaza then remained under 
Egyptian administration until 
the 1967 Six-Day War, when 
Israel captured it along with 

the West Bank, Sinai, and 
Golan Heights.

KNOW WHAT

Hamas reviewing 
Trump's Gaza plan

The plan calls for a ceasefire, release of hostages by Hamas within 72 hours

• Trump unveiled 
a 20-point plan for 
an immediate halt 
to the war in Gaza

• Qatar said the 
group had promised 
to study the proposal 
"responsibly"

•  Trump described the 
announcement of the 
plan as a "beautiful day”

• The deal would 
demand Hamas fully 
disarm, excluded 
from future roles

• It would also 
see a phased Israeli 
withdrawal from Gaza

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

AFP | Hamas was review-
ing Donald Trump's plan 
for Gaza yesterday, while 

Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu said the Israeli military 
would stay in most of the territo-
ry after he gave the US president 
his backing.

The plan calls for a ceasefire, 
release of hostages by Hamas 
within 72 hours, disarmament of 
Hamas and gradual Israeli with-
drawal from Gaza, followed by a 
post-war transitional authority 
headed by Trump himself.

"Hamas has begun a series of 
consultations within its political 

and military leaderships, both 
inside Palestine and abroad," a 
Palestinian source said on con-
dition of anonymity.

"The discussions could take 
several days due to the complex-
ities."

Qatar, which hosts Hamas's 
exiled leadership, said the group 
had promised to study the pro-
posal "responsibly", and also said 
it would hold a meeting on the 
plan with Hamas and Turkey 
later on Tuesday.

"It is still too early to speak 
about responses, but we are truly 

optimistic that this plan, as we 
said, is a comprehensive one," 
foreign ministry spokesman Ma-
jed al-Ansari said.

On Monday in Washington, 
Trump described the announce-
ment of the plan as a "beauti-
ful day -- potentially one of the 
greatest days ever in civilisation".

The deal would demand Ha-
mas fully disarm and be excluded 
from future roles in the govern-
ment, but those who agreed to 
"peaceful co-existence" would 
be given amnesty.

It would also see a phased Is-

raeli withdrawal from Gaza, after 
nearly two years of war sparked 
by Hamas's unprecedented at-
tack on Israel on October 7, 2023.

But in a video statement posted 
on his Telegram channel after 
his joint press conference with 
Trump, Netanyahu said the mil-
itary would stay in most of Gaza, 
and also said he did not agree to a 
Palestinian state during his talks 
in Washington.

"We will recover all our hos-
tages, alive and well, while the 
(Israeli military) will remain in 
most of the Gaza Strip," he said.

Still, Israel's far-right Finance 
Minister Bezalel Smotrich, a 
member of Netanyahu's coalition 
government, blasted the plan as a 
"resounding diplomatic failure".

"In my estimation, it will also 
end in tears. Our children will 
be forced to fight in Gaza again," 
he said.

UN says ready for 
Gaza aid surge set 
out in Trump plan
Geneva, Switzerland

The United Nations said 
yesterday it remains 

ready to increase aid flows 
into the Gaza Strip once 
conditions allow, following 
the unveiling of US Presi-
dent Donald Trump's peace 
plan for the Palestinian ter-
ritory.

The UN declared a famine 
in Gaza last month, blaming 
"systematic obstruction" of 
humanitarian deliveries by 
Israel.

Trump's wide-ranging 
20-point plan, outlined 
Monday, says "full aid will 
be immediately sent into the 
Gaza Strip".

The proposal says the en-
try and distribution of aid 
will proceed "without in-
terference", via the United 
Nations, its agencies and 
the Red Crescent, among 
others.

Qatar says meeting 
on Gaza plan to be 
held with Hamas, 
Turkey later 
Tuesday
AFP | Doha, Qatar

Qatar said it was set to 
hold talks with Hamas 

negotiators, Egypt and Tur-
key yesterday to discuss US 
President Donald Trump's 
Gaza plan, adding that Ha-
mas would study it "respon-
sibly".

Qatar and Egypt hand-
ed the proposal to Hamas 
on Monday, and "the (Ha-
mas) negotiating delegation 
promised to study it re-
sponsibly," foreign ministry 
spokesman Majed al-Ansari 
told a press conference.

"There will also be an-
other meeting today, also 
attended by the Turkish 
side, with the negotiating 
delegation."

The head of Egyptian in-
telligence and his Turkish 
counterpart were in Doha 
he said, to take part in nego-
tiations. "It is still too early 
to speak about responses, 
but we are truly optimistic 
that this plan, as we said, 
is a comprehensive one," 
Ansari added.

Muslim states join European 
powers in backing Trump Gaza plan

• Israel’s Netanyahu 
says army ‘will remain 
in most of Gaza’

• Germany’s 
Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz calls Trump 
plan ‘best chance’ 
to end Gaza war

• China says backs 
all Gaza de-escalation 
efforts after Trump plan

• Israel far-right 
minister Bezalel 
Smotrich calls Trump 
Gaza plan ‘resounding 
diplomatic failure’

AFP | Doha, Qatar

Key Muslim nations have 
thrown their weight be-
hind a plan by US Presi-

dent Donald Trump to end the 
war in Gaza, even as some Pal-
estinians decried the proposal 
as a “farce”.

Eight Arab or Muslim-ma-
jority nations said they “wel-
come the role of the American 
president and his sincere ef-
forts aimed at ending the war 
in Gaza”.

In a joint statement, they said 
they “affirm their readiness to 
engage positively and construc-
tively with the United States 
and the parties toward finalising 
the agreement and ensuring its 
implementation”.

The countries include Egypt, 
Jordan, the United Arab Emir-
ates and Turkey -- which all 
recognise Israel, although some 
have turbulent relationships.

Another signatory was Qatar, 
which has played a key mediato-
ry role, and Saudi Arabia, whose 
future normalisation with Israel 
is a key goal for Trump and Ne-
tanyahu.

Indonesia and Pakistan, the 
world’s two most populous 
Muslim-majority countries, also 
signed.

However, Islamic Jihad, a Pal-
estinian armed group fighting 
alongside Hamas in Gaza, called 
the plan “a recipe for continued 
aggression against the Palestin-
ian people”.

“Through this, Israel is at-
tempting -- via the United States 
-- to impose what it could not 
achieve through war,” it said.

Residents in Gaza expressed 
scepticism, dismissing the plan 
as a trick to release hostages 
that would not end the war.

“We as a people will not ac-
cept this farce,” said Abu Mazen 
Nassar, 52.

Foreign backing
Several European leaders 

voiced support Tuesday for 
Trump’s Gaza plan, with Ger-
many’s Chancellor Friedrich 
Merz calling it the “best chance” 
to end the war as he met rela-
tives of German-Israeli hostages 
held by Hamas.

In Russia, Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov called the 
situation in Gaza an “ongoing 

tragedy”.
“We want this plan to be im-

plemented and for it to help 
bring events in the Middle East 
to a peaceful conclusion,” he 
told reporters.

Meanwhile, Chinese foreign 
ministry spokesman Guo Jiakun 
said Beijing “supports all efforts 
conducive to easing tensions 
between Palestine and Israel”.

Trump also won UK and 
French backing from Prime 
Minister Keir Starmer and Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron for his 
plan, which includes a call for 
a transitional body in Gaza in-
volving former British premier 
Tony Blair.

Blair, a former envoy for the 
diplomatic Middle East Quartet 
of the UN, United States, EU and 
Russia, called it a “bold and in-
telligent plan” that could bring 
“immediate relief” to Gaza and 
a “brighter and better future” 
if agreed.

European Council chief An-
tonio Costa urged all parties 
to “seize this moment to give 
peace a genuine chance”, adding 
that the situation in Gaza was 
“intolerable”.

Spanish Prime Minister Pedro 
Sanchez -- who has accused Is-
rael of committing “genocide” in 
Gaza -- said Madrid “welcomes 
the peace proposal”, adding that 
a two-state solution was “the 
only one possible”.

Army will remain
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-

tanyahu said the Israeli military 
would stay in most of Gaza, after 
he gave his backing to a peace 
plan for the Palestinian terri-
tory unveiled by US President 
Donald Trump.

Hamas will ‘pay in hell’ 
unless it accepts plan 
within days: Trump

Washington, United States

US  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump said yesterday 

that Hamas will face severe 
consequences if it does not 
accept within a few days his 
Gaza peace deal that calls for 
the disarmament of the Pales-
tinian militant group.

“We have one signature that 

we need, and that signature 
will pay in hell if they don’t 
sign. I hope they sign for their 
own good and create some-
thing really great,” Trump 
told US generals and admirals 
in Quantico, Virginia.

He earlier told reporters he 
was giving Hamas “three or 
four days” to respond to the 
proposed deal.

Gaza civil defence says 
41 killed in Israeli attacks
Nuseirat, Palestinian Terri-
tories

Gaza’s civil defence agency 
and hospitals said yester-

day that Israeli forces killed 
at least 41 people across the 
territory, including 17 near an 
aid distribution centre.

The Israeli military has 
pressed on with its offensive 
even as Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu voiced sup-
port for US President Donald 
Trump’s plan to end the war.

Officials from Gaza’s civil 
defence agency -- a rescue 
force operating under Ha-

mas authority -- said 17 peo-
ple were shot dead by Israeli 
forces near an aid distribu-
tion site near the Wadi Gaza 
bridge in central Gaza.

Al-Awda hospital con-
firmed receiving 17 bodies 
and said 33 people were 
wounded.

The civil defence added 
that 15 more people were 
killed in several strikes in 
Gaza City, from where hun-
dreds of thousands have been 
forced to flee due to Israeli 
air and ground assaults. Nine 
others were killed elsewhere 
in the territory, it said.

The plan
 Gaza to become a terror-free, demilitarized zone posing no threat to neighbours.

 Gaza will be rebuilt for the benefit of its people.

 War ends if both sides agree; Israel halts operations and withdraws to agreed lines.

 Within 72 hours of Israel’s acceptance, all hostages, alive or deceased, will be returned.

 Israel to release 250 life prisoners and 1,700 post-Oct 7 detainees; remains exchanged 15:1.

 Hamas members disarming and pledging peace get amnesty or safe passage abroad.

 Immediate full aid into Gaza: infrastructure, hospitals, bakeries, rubble clearance.

 Aid distributed by UN, Red Crescent, and other neutral bodies; Rafah crossing opened.

 Temporary technocratic Palestinian committee to run Gaza, supervised by a “Board of Peace” led by 

Trump and international leaders.

 Trump’s economic plan: special panel to attract investment, jobs, and redevelopment.

 Special economic zone created with preferential trade terms.

 No forced displacement; people free to leave or return, encouraged to rebuild Gaza.

 Hamas and factions excluded from governance; all tunnels and weapons destroyed under monitors.

 Regional partners to guarantee Hamas compliance and Gaza’s non-threat status.

 International Stabilization Force to deploy, train Palestinian police, and secure borders with Egypt 

and Israel.

 Israel will not annex Gaza; IDF withdrawal tied to demilitarization milestones and ISF readiness.

 If Hamas rejects, aid and rebuilding proceed in IDF-ISF controlled terror-free areas.

 Interfaith dialogue launched to promote tolerance and peaceful coexistence.

 With PA reforms, conditions set for Palestinian self-determination and eventual statehood.

 U.S. to lead dialogue between Israel and Palestinians for lasting peace and prosperity.

Palestinians gather to receive food portions from a charity kitchen in Nuseirat, in the central Gaza Strip

Protesters shout slogans against the visit to the US of Israel Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu at Lafayette Square in Washington, DC

Assailant killed after 
West Bank ramming 
attack injures two: 
Israeli military, 
medics
Jerusalem, Undefined

The Israeli military said 
security forces killed an 

assailant who carried out a 
ramming attack in the occu-
pied West Bank yesterday, 
which medics said injured 
two people.

Israel 's  Magen David 
Adom (MDA) emergency 
services said it received a 
report of a ramming attack 
near the Al-Khader junction 
near Bethlehem at 2:25 pm 
(1125 GMT).

"We quickly arrived at the 
scene with large forces and 
saw two teenagers who had 
been hit by a vehicle," MDA 
said in a statement.

"A boy of about 15 was ly-
ing on the ground, semi-con-
scious, and the other was ful-
ly conscious," it said, adding 
that the teenagers were suf-
fering from head and limb 
injuries and were taken to 
hospitals.

The two were students in a 
Jewish religious seminary in 
Jerusalem, according to the 
Gush Etzion regional council 
where the attack took place.

Spain to probe firms tied to 
occupied Palestinian territories
AFP | Madrid, Spain

Spain's leftist government 
said yesterday it will inves-

tigate companies that adver-
tise products or services in the 
country that originate in the 
Israeli-occupied Palestinian 
territories.

The measure follows the 
approval of a decree last week 
that bans the promotion of 
such goods and services in 
Spain to prevent firms from 
benefiting from the occupa-
tion, the consumer ministry 
said in a statement.

The decree is part of a pack-

age of measures that includes 
an arms embargo on Israel 
aimed at halting what Prime 
Minister Pedro Sanchez called 
"the genocide in Gaza".

Consumer Affairs Minister 
Pablo Bustinduy said earlier 
this year his office would use 
"all necessary resources" to 
ensure no company operat-
ing in Spain profits from the 
occupation.

"No firm should have its 
balance sheet stained with 
the blood of the Palestinian 
people," the statement quot-
ed him as saying at an event 
in July.

Kremlin backs 
Trump’s Gaza plan
Moscow, Russia

The Kremlin said yes-
terday it supported US 

President Donald Trump's 
20-point plan to end the war 
in Gaza.

"Russia always supports 
and welcomes any efforts 
by President Trump aimed 
at ending this ongoing trag-
edy," Kremlin spokesman 
Dmitry Peskov told report-
ers, including AFP, on a daily 
briefing call. "Of course, we 
want this plan to be imple-
mented and for it to help 
bring events in the Middle 
East to a peaceful conclu-
sion," he added.

AI tool helps researchers 
treat child epilepsy

AFP | Tokyo, Japan

An artificial intelligence 
tool that can detect tiny, 

hard-to-spot brain malforma-
tions in children with epilep-
sy could help patients access 
life-changing surgery quicker, 
Australian researchers said on 
Wednesday.

It is the latest example of 
how AI, which can crunch vast 
amounts of data, is changing 
healthcare by assisting doctors 
with diagnoses.

Epilepsy has several differ-
ent causes, and overall around 
three in 10 cases are down to 
structural abnormalities in the 
brain, experts say.

These are often missed on 
MRI scans -- especially the 
smallest lesions, sometimes 
hidden at the bottom of a brain 
fold.

A team led by Emma Mac-
donald-Laurs, a paediatric 
neurologist at the Royal Chil-
dren's Hospital in Melbourne, 

trained an AI tool on child 
brain images to find lesions the 
size of a blueberry or smaller.

"They're frequently missed 
and many children are not con-
sidered as surgical candidates," 
Macdonald-Laurs told a brief-
ing ahead of the publication of 
her team's study in the journal 
Epilepsia.

"The tool doesn't replace ra-
diologists or epilepsy doctors, 
but it's like a detective that 
helps us put the puzzle piec-
es together quicker so we can 
offer potentially life-changing 
surgery," she said.

Of the patients who took 
part, with conditions known 
as cortical dysplasia and focal 
epilepsy, 80 percent had pre-
viously had an MRI scan come 
back as normal.

When the researchers used 
the AI tool to analyse both MRI 
and another type of medical 
scan called a PET, its success 
rate was 94 percent for one 
test group and 91 percent for 
another.
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During the 2013 U.S. 
government shutdown, 

even the panda cam 
at the Smithsonian’s 

National Zoo in Wash-
ington, D.C. was turned 
off because staff were 
furloughed. Millions of 
people who regularly 

watched the baby 
panda online suddenly 
lost access — and the 

“panda cam shutdown” 
became one of the 
most talked-about 

symbols of the political 
stalemate.

KNOW

BETTER

US on brink of government shutdown 
with funding talks stalled

A last-gasp meeting at the White House on Monday yielded no progres

• The 100-member 
Senate requires 
government funding 
bills to receive 60 votes

• A shutdown would 
see nonessential 
operations grind to a halt

• Republicans have 
proposed to extend 
current funding until 
late November

AFP | Washington, United States

The United States govern-
ment was barreling to-
wards its first shutdown 

in six years yesterday, with fund-
ing expiring at midnight barring 
a breakthrough on deadlocked 
negotiations between Demo-
crats and Republicans.

A last-gasp meeting at the 
White House on Monday yield-
ed no progress, with top Senate 
Democrat Chuck Schumer say-
ing afterward that "large differ-
ences" remained between both 
sides.

His party, in the minority in 
both chambers of Congress, is 
seeking to flex its rare lever-
age over the federal govern-
ment, eight months into Donald 
Trump's barnstorming second 
presidency that has seen entire 
government agencies disman-
tled.

The 100-member Senate re-
quires government funding bills 
to receive 60 votes -- seven more 
than the Republicans control.

With no sign of compromise, 
an afternoon Senate vote was 
expected on a short-term fund-
ing extension already passed by 
the House of Representatives, 
although there was little hope it 
would succeed.

Unless Congress passes a bill 
before midnight to fund federal 
operations, the government will 
partially close up shop -- and 
plunge Washington into a fresh 
political crisis.

A shutdown would see non-
essential operations grind to a 
halt, leaving hundreds of thou-
sands of civil servants temporar-
ily without pay, and payment of 

many social safety-net ben-
efits potentially disrupted.

Trump upped the ante 
Tuesday when he told 
reporters his admin-
istration may go be-
yond the usual practice 
of temporary furloughs 
and fire "a lot" of federal 
workers -- but he blamed 
Democratic demands for 
the looming crisis.

"It's like they don't change. 
They lost an election in a land-
slide, and they don't change," 
he said.

'On vacation'
US government shutdowns are 

deeply unpopular, and Demo-
crats and Republicans alike try 
to avoid the scenario -- 
while blaming the oth-

er camp in the event of a closure.
Republicans have proposed to 

extend current funding until late 
November, pending negotiations 
on a longer-term spending plan.

Democrats want to see hun-
dreds of billions of dollars in 
healthcare spending restored, 
particularly in the Obamacare 

health in-
s u r -

ance 

pro-

gram for low-income house-
holds, which the Trump admin-
istration is likely to eliminate.

They also want to block 
Trump and Republicans from 
cutting approved funds later 
through the so-called "rescis-
sions" process, as they did this 
summer. The process requires 
only a simple majority to pass.

Republican House Speaker 
Mike Johnson kicked off a pres-
sure-cooker final day of brink-
manship ahead of the midnight 
deadline by accusing Demo-
crats of weaponizing health 
care funding "to shut down 
the government and protect 
themselves from their radical 
base."

The House has already 
passed a seven-week stop-gap 
funding measure, and John-
son has sought to force Senate 

Democrats' hands by not 
b r i n g -

ing his chamber back to Wash-
ington this week.

But many Democrats have 
shown up and House Minority 
Leader Hakeem Jeffries assem-
bled dozens of his members 
in front of the US Capitol to 

berate Repub-
licans for be-

ing "on va-
cation" 

as the shutdown looms.
"We're ready, we're willing 

and able to find a bipartisan path 
forward to fund the government 
in a way that actually meets the 
needs of the American people 
in terms of their health, their 
safety and their economic well-
being," he told reporters.

"But here's what we're not 
going to do: We're not going to 
support a partisan Republican 
spending bill that continues to 
gut the health care of the Ameri-
can people -- not now, not ever."

The gridlocked Congress 
regularly runs into deadlines to 
agree on spending plans.

In March of this year, with 
the threat of another shutdown 
already looming, Republicans 
refused to engage in dialogue 
with Democrats over massive 
budget cuts and the layoffs of 
thousands of federal employees.

Senate Democrats reluctantly 
provided the votes to end the 
stand-off but the decision an-
gered the party base, which is 
calling on Democratic leaders 

to stand 
up to 

Who is im-
pacted

Hundreds of thousands 
of federal workers 

could be furloughed, but 
those considered essential 
would keep working.

P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump’s administration 
has also raised the stakes 
this time: it has directed 
agencies to consider firing 
staff rather than the usual 
practice of holding up their 
pay until lawmakers strike 
a deal.

The need to avoid a shut-
down has “reached a new 
level of urgency,” said the 
American Federation of 
Government Employees 
(AFGE).

AFGE President Everett 
Kelley urged lawmakers 
Monday to come to the ta-
ble, stressing that “federal 
employees are not bargain-
ing chips.”

Typically, many workers 
will be told not to report 
to work, except for those 
providing key services like 
air traffic control and law 
enforcement.

These workers, while 
staying on the job, are not 
paid until the shutdown 
is over -- meaning a pro-
longed closure could strain 
their finances.

Services af-
fected

Social Security and Medi-
care benefits will contin-

ue, as these programs are 
authorized by Congress via 
laws that do not require an-
nual approval.

The National Park Service 
(NPS) would likely also be 
hit. During a 2013 govern-
ment shutdown, the NPS 
turned away millions of vis-
itors to hundreds of parks, 
monuments and other sites.

But during a 2018-2019 
shutdown, the Trump ad-
ministration kept parks ac-
cessible to the public, even 
though many staff stayed 
home.

This resulted in damage 
to parks, said the National 
Parks Conservation Associ-
ation. It called for closures 
if there were a shutdown, 
warning that NPS areas 
would otherwise be vulner-
able and understaffed.

Length of 
shutdown -

It is unclear how long a 
shutdown could last.
Economists have warned 

that pressure would mount 
to reopen the government 
if a stoppage lasted for two 
weeks -- threatening missed 
paychecks as this is a typical 
US pay cycle.

There have been several 
shutdowns where opera-
tions were hit for more than 
one business day, including 
one lasting 35 days around 
December 2018 and January 
2019, during the first Trump 
administration.

That shutdown, also the 
most recent, was the longest 
in US history.

The damage of a shut-
down is often “more insid-
ious,” said Max Stier, presi-
dent of the Partnership for 
Public Service.

“It interrupts the longer-
term investments that are 
necessary to make our gov-
ernment run over time.”

Economic im-
pact

“A shutdown could re-
duce GDP growth by 0.2 

percentage points for each 
week it lasts,” said econo-
mists Kathy Bostjancic and 
Oren Klachkin of Nation-
wide.

If there are layoffs this 
time, “the path back to a 
functioning government 
will be longer, and rockier,” 
cautioned High Frequency 
Economics’ Carl Weinberg.

This risks prolonged dys-
function, analysts said.

A shutdown would also 
“cut the flow” of econom-
ic data supporting policy 
decisions and assessments 
on the economic outlook, 
Weinberg said.

A key concern is the close-
ly watched government re-
port on employment, due 
Friday. The Department of 
Labor is set to pause its pub-
lication -- and others -- if a 
shutdown occurs.

The department’s Bureau 
of Labor Statistics also col-
lects and refines data over 
the course of a month, and 
a shutdown could impair 
such operations.

While financial markets 
are not usually hit hard in a 
shutdown, SPI Asset Man-
agement’s Stephen Innes 
said the situation could get 
“noisier” without signals 
from fresh economic data.

“Markets hate uncertain-
ty more than bad news,” he 
warned.

Trump tells generals US faces ‘war from within’
AFP | Quantico, United States

President Donald Trump said 
yesterday that the United 

States faces a “war from within” 
from crime and immigration, in 
a darkly authoritarian speech 
to a rare meeting of the top US 
military officers.

Addressing generals and ad-
mirals summoned from around 
the world by Pentagon chief Pete 
Hegseth, Republican Trump 
warned that the military would 
be involved in his crackdowns 
on a number of Democratic-run 
cities.

“We’re going to straighten 
them out one by one, and this 
is going to be a major part for 
some of the people in this room. 
That’s a war too -- it’s a war from 
within,” Trump said in front of a 
huge American flag in in Quan-
tico, Virginia.

Trump added that he had 
signed an order to set up a mili-
tary quick reaction force to quell 
civil disturbances “because it’s 
the enemy from within, and we 
have to handle it before it gets 
out of control.”

Trump began his speech by 

talking about the US military in 
general terms, saying it was “re-
awakening the warrior spirit.”

But much of the extraordinary, 
hour-long address had a highly 
political tone, in a break with 
tradition by previous presidents 
who have tended to avoid overt 
domestic politics when address-
ing troops.

As the audience of officers 
remained silent, Trump also 
lashed out at the media, calling 
them “sleazebags.”

‘Fat generals'

Former Fox News host-turned 
Defense Secretary Hegseth sum-
moned the highly unusual gath-
ering of hundreds of officers 
last week before Trump then 
announced that he would also 
speak.

Striding the stage, the Penta-
gon chief said the military must 
fix “decades of decay” as he 
lashed out at so-called “woke” 
policies in the military.

Hegseth unveiled directives 
for US service members to get 
fit, cut their hair and shave their 
beards.

US military generals and senior officers wait for the arrival of US President 
Donald Trump
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Ryan Reynolds swore at his 
wife Blake Lively rather than 
miss a call from Bill Murray

Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Ryan Reynolds swore at his 
wife Blake Lively rather 

than miss a call from Bill Mur-
ray.

The Deadpool star, 48, who 
has been married to Blake, 38, 
since 2012, described his ef-
forts to reach Bill, 75, during 
an appearance in New Jersey 
to promote the documentary 
John Candy: I Like Me, relat-
ing a story about how he des-
perately worked to secure the 
actor’s involvement in the film 
about comedian John Candy.

Ryan said he left “40 mes-
sages” for Bill before finally 
obtaining the actor’s phone 
number through “a friend of a 
friend of a friend”.

He added: “I’ll come to 
you. I’ll do whatever it takes” 
while recalling the voicemail 
he left in which he asked to 
“pick (Bill’s) brain” about John 
Candy’s life.

Later, while attending a for-
mal event with Blake, his per-
sistence appeared to pay off.

He said: “I’m there with my 
wife and we’re about to walk 
in and my phone buzzes, and 
I look at it.

“It says Bill Murray and I go, 

‘Bill Murray!’”
According to Ryan, actress 

Blake whispered: “We have 
to go in!”

But Ryan replied: “F*** you!” 
before taking the call.

Ryan said Bill promised to 
get back to him about the pro-
ject.

The actor admitted he con-
tinued his pursuit by leaving 
“another 40 messages” in what 
he called a “desperate” attempt 
to finish the film.

Eventually, Ryan said he cre-
ated a video message while his 
children interrupted him.

He joked: “I said, ‘If you say 
no to a child like that, I don’t 
know what kind of monster 
you are’.”

The strategy succeeded, 
with Bill returning the call 
“two seconds later”.

Ryan recalled Bill asking: 
“What do you need from me 
for JC (John Candy)?”

The actor and Blake are par-
ents to four children – James, 
10, Inez, eight, Betty, five, and 
Olin, two.

Away from the documen-
tary, the couple are known 
for light-hearted exchang-
es on social media and red  
carpets.

Miley Cyrus ‘blended’ her hand in cooking mishap
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Mi l e y  C y r u s  w a s 
rushed to hospital 

after accidentally “blend-
ing” her hand while cook-
ing dinner for her family.

The 32-year-old pop star 
has recalled the harrowing 
incident in a joint interview 
with her mom Tish Cyrus 
and her sisters with her el-
der sibling Brandi recalling 
the year when Miley at-
tempted to take charge in 

the kitchen and ended up needing  
stitches.

Brandi told The Cut: “The one 
year you tried to cook [Thanks-
giving dinner], you cut your fin-
ger off ... “

Miley then explained: “True. 
That was forever ago. It was a 
handheld blender - I blended my 
hand. I cook every now and then. 
But I wouldn’t say it’s something 
Mom really likes to have happen 
at her house because she likes 
to keep the kitchen clean and it 
just makes a bigger mess than she 

would prefer. But dinners aren’t 
really our thing.”

The blender incident hap-
pened in 2012 and a represent-
ative for the singer confirmed 
to Us Weekly that she’d needed 
stitches, saying: “She cut her 
finger while cooking. Had to 
get a few stitches. She’s doing  
fine.”

Miley also addressed the 
cooking disaster on X - former-
ly known as Twitter - writing: 
“”I’m all stitched up and have on 
a splint so I’m good. As you can 

tell by my expression, didn’t feel 
so good. Curse u blender! [sic]”

The family has been dogged by 
rumours of a feud after the kids 
fell out with their dad Billy Ray 
Cyrus and after he divorced Tish 
in 2022.

Miley recently insisted the 
family rift is being repaired and 
in the interview with The Cut, 
she explained she still has a close 
bond with her mom and sisters 
because they are all so similar - as 
long as they don’t discuss politics 
or religion.

She said: “One thing I’ve al-
ways loved about our family is 
that we’re very honorable and 
respectful of each other’s dif-
ferences; I think a lot of fam-
ilies get torn apart from their  
differences.

“There are similarities be-
tween all of us - mostly Mom’s 
genetics. But when it comes to 
style, and even our ideas and our 
views and our opinions, all of us 
are really respectful toward each 
other and celebrate each of us 
having our own identity.

Kendall Jenner planning to quit modelling and TV
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Kendall Jenner is planning to 
give up her life in the spotlight 

and focus on designing houses.
The 29 year old shot to fame on 

her family’s reality TV show Keep-
ing Up With The Kardashians as a 
child before launching a career as 
a model and she now juggles her 
runway work with filming their 
latest show The Kardashians - but 
Kendall is adamant she’s planning 
to walk away from the entertain-
ment industry because she’s pre-
fers “the simple life”.

She told Vogue magazine: “I 
swear to God, I’m going to stop 
everything and just design homes. 
I’m not kidding ...

“I love my space in LA, but I 
also really love the simple life. 
I like getting up every morning 
and throwing on a bathing suit 
or sweatpants and no make-
up and just being free with my  
day ...

“I think about the future a lot, 
but I try not to overplan because 
you know I’m a planner.”

In the joint interview with pal 

Gigi Hadid, Kendall revealed she’s 
currently building a new house 
away from Los Angeles and 
Gigi admitted her friend is 
“one of the only people 
that I would let design 
a house for me”.

Despite growing 
up on TV, Kendall 
previously admit-
ted her childhood 
always felt “kind 
of normal”.

Miley Cyrus

Ryan Reynolds and wife Blake Lively

Nicole Kidman and Keith Urban ‘split 
after nearly two decades together’
Bang Showbiz | Los Angeles

Nicole Kidman and Keith 
Urban have reportedly 

separated after nearly two 
decades together.

Following months of living 
apart during conflicting work 
schedules, the 58-year-old 
actress and musician, 57, are 
said to have called it quits 
after marrying in 2006 and 
having two daughters.

Sources told the Daily Mail 
Nicole was left “blindsided” 
by the split.

One insider said: “Keith 
never sees Nicole, either she is 
filming or he is on tour. There 
was a lot of love between the 
two and they might not di-
vorce, but there is a world that 
they both live where neither of 
them are in it.

“Keith and Nicole have been 
together for decades and there 
is a world which they can recon-
cile, but the way their pairing is 

now, it is not a couple.”
Nicole and Keith are parents 

to Sunday Rose, 17, and Faith 
Margaret, 14.

The actress was previously 
married to Tom Cruise from 

1990 until 2001, with the couple 
adopting two children during 
their relationship.

Nicole and Keith were last 
photographed together in 

May 2025 at the Academy 
of Country Music Awards, 
where they appeared af-
f e c t i o n a t e  o n  t h e  r e d  
carpet.

They were also seen in 
June at a soccer match in 
Nashville.

In recent months, Nicole 
has been based in London 
while filming a sequel to 
Practical Magic.

She has been living in a 
Hampstead mansion once 
owned by Boy George, report-
edly paying $87,288 a month 
for the property.

According to Woman’s Day, 
she has become “comforta-
ble” in the house while Keith 
continues his High and Alive 
tour across the US and 
Canada, sched-
uled  to  run 
until October.

Kendall Jenner

Nicole Kidman and Keith Urban

Across
1- Kuwaiti bigwig; 5- Dish of raw vegetables; 10- Quote; 14- South American country, famous 
for Macchu Picchu; 15- Roomy dress cut; 16- Mine finds; 17- Oklahoma city; 18- Rings of a 
chain; 19- Misplace; 20- Curved letters; 22- Rudimentary component; 24- Couch; 27- Slips; 
28- Newspaper printings; 32- I cannot ___ lie; 35- Droop, sink; 36- Disinfectant brand; 38- 
Every 24 hours; 40- Very, in Versailles; 42- In shape; 44- Hourly rate; 45- Furry swimmer; 
47- Dressed to the ___; 49- Hurried; 50- “The Crucible” setting; 52- College grounds; 54- Dues; 
56- Tart; 57- Danced to the accordion, perhaps; 60- Titled; 64- Weak, as an excuse; 65- Clock 
faces; 68- ___ chance!; 69- Warts and all; 70- Available; 71- Provo’s state; 72- Fast jets, for 
short; 73- Like untended yards; 74- Exchange for money;

Down 
1- Duel tool; 2- Department store department; 3- Eye part; 4- Least polite; 5- Mule of song; 
6- Clay today; 7- ___ dancing is popular with cowboys!; 8- Slender part of the leg; 9- Barren 
place; 10- Cabbage salad; 11- Wrinkle remover; 12- Trial; 13- WNW’s reverse; 21- Dirty; 23- TV 
horse; 25- Four-time Indy 500 winner; 26- Baseball Hall of Famer Cap; 28- This, in Tijuana; 
29- Pub pastime; 30- ___ Kick Out of You; 31- ___ boom; 33- Perjurers; 34- Aquarium buildup; 
37- Horne and Olin; 39- Cravings; 41- Altruistic; 43- Audition tape; 46- Smell bad; 48- 
Twirled; 51- Lea; 53- Seventh planet; 55- River that flows through Paris; 57- Make the grade; 
58- Exclude; 59- Go with; 61- Speck of dust; 62- And others: Abbr.; 63- Wonka’s creator; 
64- Vegas opening; 66- Boy; 67- Engage in espionage;

S U D O K U C R O S S W O R D

Yesterday’s solution Yesterday’s solution

How to play
Place a number in the empty boxes in such 
a way that each row across, each column 
down and each 9-box square contains all 
of the numbers from one to nine. 
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SALTFIRE RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36738738 or HUS-
SEIN@THEMEATCO.COM
DESCON PUBLIC RELATIONS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR 
SALES, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34485519 or BESTOWSERVICESCO@
GMAIL.COM
EMPIRE RESTAURANT COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of RESTAURANT 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 65005198 or EMPIRE1BH@GMAIL.
COM
ALKOOHEJI BUILDING CARE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17710710 or info@koo-
hejibuildingcare.com
AL KUWAITI MART has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of PROMOTER(COMMERCIAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17700565 or 
HASHIM@ALKUWAITI.COM
PANORAMA CONTRACTING & ENGINEERING 
SERVI has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TOOL GRINDER, MACHINE TOOLS, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17729935 or 
AHMED@PANORAMABH.COM
PANORAMA CONTRACTING & ENGINEERING 
SERVI has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17729935 or AHMED@PANORAM-
ABH.COM
BEEKA MARKETING W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66372999 or AFSALARAMULLAN@GMAIL.
COM
DEVES GATE CAR WASH MANUAL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CAR WASHER/
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39464585 or YKHALFAN@GMAIL.
COM
SHADAB MENS SALOON BAHRAINI PART-
NERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33627526 or IMRANHA-
FEEZ455@GMAIL.COM
THC FACILITY MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17100190 or 
satish@cinqo-me.com
THC FACILITY MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17100190 or 
satish@cinqo-me.com
POLESTAR ESTATE & CONSULTATIONS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVI-
SOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34095598 or POLESTARBAHRAIN@GMAIL.
COM
ALKOOHEJI BUILDING CARE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17710710 or info@koo-
hejibuildingcare.com
HIGH GROW W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36020034 or HAFIZSADDAMCA@
GMAIL.COM
MJD CLEANING AND FACILITY SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 77087232 or info@mj-
dgroupbh.com
SEAM MASTERS TAILORING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASTER CUT-
TER(GENTS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34584631 or GHULAMHUS-
SAIN2916@GMAIL.COM
IBS OFFICE SUPPORT W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DATA ENTRY OPERA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39331003 or AISPACEBH@GMAIL.COM
I Print Puplic Relations W.l.l has a vacancy 
for the occupation of GRAPHIC DESIGNER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17252923 or sharaf3941@gmail.com
YELLOW PYRAMID CLEANING SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33719225 or MIF-
TIKHAR087@GMAIL.COM
NAFEES PERWAIZ FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39648698 or NABEEL1@LIVE.COM
KOOHEJI CONTRACTORS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17786500 or careers@kcbahrain.com
HUSAIN HABIB ALI KHAMIS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 

qualified applicants can contact 33875308 or 
BINHABIB56@GMAIL.COM
BABITA SUPER MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES AGENT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38783000 or 
Jahidbh@gmail.com
GULF HOTELS GROUP - GULF HOTEL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ASSISTANT 
MANAGER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17713000 or khalid.alawadi@gulfho-
telbahrain.com
BRIGHT INTERIORS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(GLASS CUTTING), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17879245 or BRIGHTGLASSWLL@GMAIL.
COM
GOLDEN HAND WOODWORKS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17447676 or GOLDENHAND.BH@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN THREADS UPHOLSTERY COMPANY 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33111877 or javedmohammed57@yahoo.com
SELEKA REPAIRING SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ELECTRICAL 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36130529 or TWOEURO.BH@GMAIL.
COM
GOLDEN TOUCH CLEANING CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17345150 or raihan@gtcbah.com
BBikers For General Trading and Services has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MECHAN-
IC(MOTORCYCLE), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33636625 or H.ASSIRI@
BBIKERS.COM
ONE STOP AUTO SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of EXECUTIVE DI-
RECTOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36188855 or SHAIKHAAMUFEEZ@
GMAIL.COM
KRYAD TRADING COMPANY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36551017 or MSNOSMAN2021@GMAIL.
COM
MAUN GULF TRADING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39865798 or ABU-
FAIZANAC@YAHOO.COM
2020 LAUNDRY has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of LAUNDERER/PRESSER(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39625104 or REEN50@WINDOWSLIVE.COM
diva hotel has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MASSEUR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17251444 or BUAHMED101@HOT-
MAIL.COM
ALLIANCE INFINITE W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of INSPECTOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 66606103 or 
Info@allianceinfinite.com
SHEHROZ SULTAN SERVICES CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35451048 or NUMONRANA677@GMAIL.COM
NESTO MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17275935 or HYZAGEE-
PAS@GMAIL.COM
ZAKIYA COLD STORE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17241014 or SAL-
WE1970@HOTMAIL.COM
MAGIC SHINE CLEANING CO. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17345051 or 
info@magicshinebh.com
SUPER BRUSH FOR PAINTING AND SERVICES 
BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPA has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39573360 or sinthujant@gmail.com
THE BROWZ SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66622273 or ZAH-
RABABA111@GMAIL.COM
KEYSTONE CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36639399 or
CLEAR ONE CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33413303 or 
clearone.bah@gmail.com
ISA TOWERS CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36633480 or essatowers@gmail.com
SEVEN DAYS CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants 

can contact 39454342 or SHAKEELG8607@
YAHOO.COM
BLUE WHALE SWIMMING CENTER W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ADMINISTRA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39503169 or BLUEWHALESWIMCLUBBH@
GMAIL.COM
HAYAT BEAUTY AND CARE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HAIRDRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 38888192 or 
HAYAT.ALI22@HOTMAIL.COM
BLACK STAR SPORT EST has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(SALES), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34047725 or 
SUPERSTARSPORT20@GMAIL.COM
CREATIVE MINDS CLEANING SERVICES has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE AS-
SISTANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 37004322 or arabdocs8@gmail.com
CAPABLE MEN TAILORING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33933237 or FADILA.
ABD.87@ICLOUD.COM
ALHIDD CARPENTRY WORKSHOP has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17680296 or ya-zayed-09@hotmail.com
LEGEND STYLE SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 38872221 or ENG.MOHA-
MEDELDIHAIBAN@GMAIL.COM
DHA ELECTRONICS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34567895 or 
ABEERRAJPUT1@GMAIL.COM
PROSIGNS EVENTS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32137528 or 
KHIZAR.SARDAR@HOTMAIL.COM
DAY TO DAY DISCOUNT CENTER has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(SALES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17441000 or SA1985@LIVE.COM
BAHRAIN CITY CENTER TOWERS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ROOM ATTEN-
DANT, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17811616 or BMFAQEEH@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN CITY CENTER TOWERS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17811616 or BMFAQEEH@GMAIL.COM
ALI HASAN ALMALKI has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39464384 or 
SHALIMARBH@GMAIL.COM
ZAHERA STYLE FASHION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36258287 or TAB-
MECHANICAL@GMAIL.COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
LUCKY BIRD FOR FOOD TRANSPORT has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39199881 or 
LUCKYBSSA68338@GMAIL.COM
AL NAWAHED FOR EVENTS AND TRADE 
SHOWS. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37092324 or 
SAMIULLAHSEALBADSHAH@GMAIL.COM
SAZ AUTO SPARE PARTS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33994476 or SAZ-
CLR@GMAIL.COM
RUSHAL HOMES REAL ESTATE SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33943344 or MALIKSHAR-
JEEL5381@GMAIL.COM
ALGUFRAAN STATIONERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33854845 or 
pc.start4@gmail.com
MC 6 CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17402050 or operation@
mcsix.me
RAMLAH TURKI CONSTRUCTIONS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PLUMBER, 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34443540 or TERDOC12@GMAIL.COM
MARYANA STYLE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33834293 or MARYANAS-
TYLE@LIVE.COM
GULF AIR B.S.C. (C) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CABIN CREW / FLIGHT STEW-
ARD, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17337804 or recruitment@gulfair.com
OUTLINE TRADING AND CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33247771 or 
INFO@OUTLINEBAH.COM
BW SUITES & SPA W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of HOUSEKEEPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33479888 or hr@
bwsuitesspa.com
DAHIYAT AL-AMAL SWIMMING POOL MAIN-
TENANCE & CLEANING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34422640 or ABUIS-
MAILSALMAN2025@GMAIL.COM
DAY TO DAY DISCOUNT CENTER has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DATA ENTRY OPERA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17441000 or SA1985@LIVE.COM
SERENE RESORT FOR PSYCHIATRY AND AD-
DICTION TREATMENT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17686060 or 
CEO@SERENEHOSPITAL.COM
LOAY CAR Services Co. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39206867 or 
LOAY.C.S.353@GMAIL.COM
POWERLEASE W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17503196 or
DAR AL ANAQA TAILORING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of TAILOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34470000 or 
HAMDANSA@GMAIL.COM
GREEN METRO GENERAL TRADING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33401046 or ADELTURABIBH@GMAIL.COM
PANORAMA CONTRACTING & ENGINEERING 
SERVI has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WELDER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17729935 or AHMED@PANORAM-
ABH.COM
TASNEEM DEVELOPMENT AGRICULTURE has 
a vacancy for the occupation of MACHINIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17590078 or HANI.ALNOSAIF@GMAIL.COM
sadad Carpentery workshop has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33411119 or Clint.
estwood@live.com
TRAAGS COMBINED FACILITIES SUPPO-
ERT CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32119631 or 
MDSHAHZAD69999@GMAIL.COM
ALLIED MIDDLE EAST W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANING TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17534926 or METEIB_ALHAMMAM@YAHOO.
COM
ALYAMAMA HOUSE FOR CLEANING CON-
TRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17345569 or 
YAMAMAHOUSE1@GMAIL.COM
ALMEHWAR MECHANICAL WORKSHOP has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANICAL 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 38431431 or services@miracleroups.
com
BABA RAMADAN CARGO has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(HAND WRAPPING), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39064201 or BABARAMDHANCONTRACT-
ING@GMAIL.COM
ALSHIMA PLUS FOR SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33080525 or ALSHIMA.BH@GMAIL.COM
AWAL GULF MANUFACTURING CO.  (UNDER 
REORGANIZATION) B.S.C CLOSED has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17738333 or khalid@awalgulf.com.bh
MONAI NAILS AND SPA has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38883539 or LAY-
LAHH.AH@GMAIL.COM
SALOON SELIEM has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33140004 or PDC.BAH-
RAIN2@GMAIL..COM
MOHAMED JALAL CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L 

has a vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17536956 or RASHID_BUALI@JALAL.COM
M N TAHIYA COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34423825 or MMIZAN588@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMED JALAL CONTRACTING CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CARPEN-
TER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17536956 or RASHID_BUALI@JALAL.COM
ABU SAAD GENTS SALON W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34394945 or SOHAI-
LYASIN795@GMAIL.COM
JAHECON W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of PLUMBER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17244111 or 
JAHECON@BATELCO.COM.BH
morocco nights ladies beauty saloon has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33335052 or jessenganda03@gmail.com
Kingdom Security Protection Services W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17821593 or RASHEED@SECURICORE.BH
ARROW EXPRESS W.L.L. has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANIC, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36819991 or ARROW-
EXPRESS.BH@GMAIL.COM
AL FALAQ CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33888434 or YUNES_LINE@HOTMAIL.COM
HASSAN MAHMOOD SUPERMARKET W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of VEGETA-
BLE SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17877033 or MAHMOA@SPU.
EDU
VASANTHAM VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WAITER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17213355 or WSSBAHRAIN@YAHOO.COM
2014 FASHION has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SEAMSTRESS, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35555866 or ADELS-
WAR689@YAHOO.COM
SMILE STUDIOUS MEDICAL TRAINING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MANAG-
ER (CUSTOMER SERVICES), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36748566 or DR_
HAMOUZ@YAHOO.COM
LAL MAHEY CONSULTANCY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DATA ENTRY 
OPERATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35692652 or LALCHAMANLAL789@
GMAIL.COM
YASEEN AUTO SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CAR WASHER (GARAGE), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17553661 or ALIESSA68@GMAIL.COM
P T V MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE BOY / 
FARRASH, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35002840 or PUREMIND.BH@GMAIL.
COM
ALJAZZ MAINTENANCE MOTORS has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANIC, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33599980 or WALD.ALSHAIKH@GMAIL.COM
SILVERSTOP JEWELLERS has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DESIGNER(JEWELLERY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17200100 or sabrunasru@hotmail.com
DAN CONTARUCTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17330048 or DAN_CONTRACT-
ING_3931@HOTMAIL.COM
AASH POWER ZONE ELECTRICAL INSTALLA-
TION W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33040711 or AASHPOWER-
ZONEBH@GMAIL.COM
Star Lion Contracting Services has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION WORK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17270787 or Info@starlionservice.com
JAHAN ZAIB ALUMINIUM AND GLASS CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(METAL CASTING), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34056406 or RANAJA-
HANZAIB5859@GMAIL.COM
ROZAK SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33362735 or TAYYAB-
MAYO965@GMAIL.COM
A3 TRAVELS has a vacancy for the occupation 
of TRAVEL AGENCY CLERK, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 35583901 or YAYA_
GHULAM@YAHOO.COM
STAY & RELAX REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALES AGENT, 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33442806 or HASSANCHOUDRY50@GMAIL.
COM
RAWO INTERIOR DECORATION BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35025016 or 
SAIDJUNED54@GMAIL.COM
POWER TECH DEVELOPMENT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39279042 or gm@powertechdevelopment.
com
JAGWINDER PUBLIC RELATION W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MARKETING 
EXECUTIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33046925 or MOMINCH3303@
GMAIL.COM
PARADISE STEEL TRADING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WELDER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 38784951 or paradis-
esteel.bh@gmail.com
PUNJAB CITY CONSTRUCTION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34111999 or SHAREF.WORKS@GMAIL.
COM
COGHIN CONSTRUCTION W.L.L. has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33676709 or RAJUJOSE71@GMAIL.COM
Real Value Contracting WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36767312 or 
INFO@REALVALUECONTRACTING.COM
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36636640 or 
HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
SHAKNOVA SERVICES CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35068024 or 
JELASERVICES.BH@GMAIL.COM
SAUDI GEOPHYSICAL CONSULTING OFFICE 
COMPANY BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COMPANY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33326575 or PUBLICRELATION@
SAUDIGEOPHYSICAL.COM
Mandi Land Restaurant has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17240012 or 
AWALI@BATELCO.COM.BH
Holz Carpentry has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CARPENTER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33315552 or HOLZCAR-
PENTRY@GMAIL.COM
al fanar restuarant has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33303494 or 
FANARBAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
SILK AND SHINE SALON   W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36410369 or 
HAFIZRASHID5223431@GMAIL.COM
NASS CONTRACTING COMPANY (W.L.L) has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SENIOR SU-
PERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17725522 or yousif@aanass.net
ALMOAYYED CONTRACTING GROUP W.L.L. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of AIR-CON-
DITIONING TECHNICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400407 or proffice@
almoayyedcg.com
top men tailoring has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CASHIER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17827979 or pollyne@
topmenbh.com
SHAWQI ABDULRAHIM CONSTRUCTION EST. 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17344742 or AL.BANNA99@HOTMAIL.COM
Real Value Contracting WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36767312 or INFO@REALVALUECONTRACT-
ING.COM
VISWA KARMA INTERIORS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36470385 or jangir0091ram@gmail.com
ARABIA WHEEL W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MARKETING EXECUTIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33661272 or 
BILAL@SAKEBPREOWNEDCARS.COM
WOOD ARTS WONDER has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39604520 or 
WOODARTSWONDER@GMAIL.COM
MISTER BROWN BAKERY NAD COLD STORE 
has a vacancy for the occupation of BAK-
ER(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33027552 or ZAMZAMMAKI.AL-
BONI@YAHOO.COM
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FALAK MAINTENANCE SOLUTIONS CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33925604 or FALAKSHAIRKHAN04@
GMAIL.COM
SALMIYA TOWERS GENERAL TRADING BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33371333 or 
ALIALI3332010@GMAIL.COM
Westin Hotel Bahrain City Centre has a va-
cancy for the occupation of RECEPTIONIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38885874 or ccb.government@maf.ae
REFRESHMENT TRADING CO. OF BAHRAIN 
(COCA has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER(HEAVY TRUCK), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17401621 or rtc_123@
hotmail.com
ALMEABAD ELECTRICAL SERVICES EST. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17456287 or MES.MUHARRAQ@GMAIL.COM
SHIATSU PROFESSIONAL MASSAGE CEN-
TRE has a vacancy for the occupation of 
MASSEUR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17243350 or MOHAMED@ALMA-
JIDGROUP.COM
AL-METLA SALOON has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BARBER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39635505 or ZAYEA2018@
GMAIL.COM
BMMI bsc has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17739535 or ahelal@bmmi.com.
bh
ALADLIYA CONTRACTING ESTABLISHMENT 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39602882 or 
alsediqqi12@outlook.com
TARIQ GENTS SALON W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33301113 or TARIQ-
JEE684@GMAIL.COM
abu shabib auto services has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANICAL HELPER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34434066 or 
SADEQ-SHABEEB@HOTMAIL.COM
911 STATIONARY has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17310077 or MAJEEDTHA-
NAL@GMAIL.COM
HK REAL ESTATE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MARKETING EXECUTIVE, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33735454 or 
HAMAD.JASSIM911@GMAIL.COM
GULF ANTIQUES FACTORY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CARPENTER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17830032 or JA-
SIM@ALABBASIGROUP.NET
BAREAQ ALLAMAAN MANPOWER has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33030276 or 
M2_0@HOTMAIL.COM
BLACK STAR ABAYAT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36134567 or FARUK-
KHAN3406@GMAIL.COM
Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17822228 or RASHEED@SECURICORE.BH
MODERN VILLAGE GATE ALUMINUM has a va-
cancy for the occupation of STEEL FABRICA-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39779098 or alqaryafurniture@gmail.com
noon cafe has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39681440 or AL_AMEERA25@
HOTMAIL.COM
Arkan Itihad Development Co. W.L.L. has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER(FOOD 
DISTRIBUTION), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 13300444 or HROFFICER@AIMS-
BAHRAIN.COM
SRISOUKYA W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 77992300 or INFO@
SRISOUKYA.COM
JAFAR ALFARSANI MAINTENANCE & CONT 
EST has a vacancy for the occupation of PIPE-
FITTER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 17551122 or SADDLE.HORN@HOTMAIL.
COM
FRESH WORLD CAFETERIA has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39077388 or 
MOHAMEDALTHAWADI48@GMAIL.COM
MOHAMMED ALBARWANI PETROLEUM SER-
VICES CO. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WELL PULLER (OIL AND GAS WELLS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17564715 or 
ali.hussain@mbpetroleum.com

REZLIVE ENTERTAINMENT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33261484 or FAHADBASHIR109@GMAIL.COM
JEWELLERY FALAWH W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALES WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34441960 or 
mahmoodalazi@yahoo.com
JANNATHUL KHULOOD SWEETS has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 39657146 or 
KHADIJAALKHAN18@GMAIL.COM
ALBADO CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of PAINTER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17403340 or albadocentre@gmail.com
TAIBA DAIRY MANFACTURE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36622995 or ASED_BARBARY@YAHOO.COM
Uniontech computers and technology has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35424041 or MS.USMANO@GMAIL.COM
PATRICKS SHOES has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33909481 or QA-
HTAN2036@GMAIL.COM
UM QASIM MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33249093 or AJAI-
BRIAZE@GMAIL.COM
GOLDEN STEEL CONTRACTING AND FABRI-
CATION W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WELDER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17263841 or SAIFULKHAN36@
YMAIL.COM
GOOD LOOK HOME DECORATION has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION).GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 34441981 or PUREMIND.BH@
GMAIL.COM
BASALIAN CAFETERIA W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35583901 or YAYA_GHULAM@YAHOO.COM
DEBESS LOUNGE W.L.L W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33663841 or SU-
JITH.S123@HOTMAIL.COM
ALMANARTAIN CONTRACTING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASON ASST, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17590097 or 
ALSHAAB@BATELCO.COMM.BH
M S ORISSA CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ACCOUNTANTS, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33144568 or KAMALAHMED33144@GMAIL.
COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
COURIERX W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38870666 or HAMAD@COURI-
ERX.COM
EXPEDITE COMBINED SERVICES CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of CLEAN-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37587589 or RASHED.NEWAZ181@GMAIL.
COM
CRYSTAL PALACE HOTEL W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17251444 or 
NAMALCO@BATELCO.COM.BH
ATHERLAND CONTRACTING CO. WLL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39722232 or almohin111@hotmail.com
ATHERLAND CONTRACTING CO. WLL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39722232 or almohin111@hotmail.com
GULF AIR B.S.C. (C) has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CABIN CREW / FLIGHT STEW-
ARD, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17337804 or recruitment@gulfair.com
ELITE FACILITY MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17382228 or MUSTAFA@ELITEFMC.
COM
DESIGN TRACK PRINTS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of PASTER (ADVERTISE-
MENT POSTERS), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33352368 or PRIYASUBIN.BH@
GMAIL.COM
ABDULLA ABDULRAHMAN ALI has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(JEWELLERY 
& PRECIOUS METAL), suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39830867 or host555@
gmail.com
Real Value Contracting WLL has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36767312 or INFO@

REALVALUECONTRACTING.COM
MC 6 CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17402050 or operation@
mcsix.me
LAKSHY ADVISORY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CONSULTANT, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 35959418 or VVR.
APS@GMAIL.COM
UNION WORLD BUILDING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ASSISTANT STOREKEEP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36636622 or hr@eraprojects.net
SOL TECHNICAL CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MECHANICAL HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33506190 or INFO@SOLTECHNICAL.COM
KOH KAE SNACKS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36046078 or 
784372327@qq.com
M B T FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38753153 or MALIKYASIRAWAN354@GMAIL.
COM
AL SHARIF GENTS SALON W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 35495060 or 
SAJIDAMJAD786@GMAIL.COM
Basma Security has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SECURITY MAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17727676 or aqeel@
basma.com.bh
PRO  KLEEN  SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36845820 or PAD-
AM1739@GMAIL.COM
ADEL & SADIQ SONS OF JAFFAR STORES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
STORE LABOURER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17232646 or admin@adel-
sadiq.com
Eye craft design and decor has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17440032 or abdulla.kazim1@gmail.
com
ESMAELY LENZOHM ELECTRICAL CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17830330 or info@es-
maelylenzohm.com
TAWZEATY TRADING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36690049 or MOHAM-
MEDRAFFI23@GMAIL.COM
ECHORIDGE CONSULTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33770166 or 
SHAHIDRAO00763@GMAIL.COM
LI AJL AEYUNIK RESTAURANT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WAITER (GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32000071 or ALASWADAMNA@GMAIL.COM
Ansar Gallery W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17140000 or PR@AG-
BH.COM
ANAND BHAVAN RESTAURANT W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of KITCHEN 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39460468 or ANANDPURANIK25@
YAHOO.COM
NESTO SUPERMARKET & DEPARTMENT 
STORE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of CASHIER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39151200 or WESTERNBAH-
RAIN2021@GMAIL.COM
AL MEHAR CONTRACTING W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 35141212 or AVENTENSTAR.BH@
GMAIL.COM
REHMAT for Sweets and Baklawa has a va-
cancy for the occupation of COOK(ASSIS-
TANT), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 35641047 or rehmetsweet@yahoo.com
ALMOAYYED SECURITY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17400407 or 
proffice@almoayyedcg.com
DIORA THAI MASSAGE & SALON has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MASSEUR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36190073 or 
ALEYAH1981@GMAIL.COM
FLAWLESS BEAUTY SALOON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39947994 or rms.jho@gmail.com
ZEE LINE TRADING CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES MANAGER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17474746 or ZEELINEBH@GMAIL.COM
ABDULLA KHAMIS & SONS CONTRACTING 

& TRADING COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CARPENTER (GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17784554 or AKHAMIS@BATELCO.COM.BH
Al Mustafa Construction Co. W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33967781 or info@alsabbaghtrans-
port.com
EF TRADING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36000072 or 
ESSAFAQIH@GMAIL.COM
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. l. l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17717730 or rsuresh@alazzamgroup.
com
JABERI WOODEN FACTORIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400014 or hr.jwf@jaberigroup.com
INTERNATIONAL MARKETING COMPANY 
W.L.L CLEANTEC has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36636640 or 
HANANKHALAF84@GMAIL.COM
V BEACH RESORT HOTEL W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CHEF, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 13303353 or aham-
dan@addresshotels.com
AMUSU CONSTRUCTION CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of STEEL FABRI-
CATOR, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 38732545 or AMUSUCONSTRUCTION@
GMAIL.COM
HI LOOK BURGER has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SANDWICHES MAKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33693396 or 
A9595967SALEM@GMAIL.COM
MAHDI ALFARDAN AUTO SERVICE has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TIRE OILER, 
GREASER AND REPAIRER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17690301 or mahdii@
msn.com
MADARIS UNIFORMS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17684005 or direc-
tor@madaristrading.com
HAWAR INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL W.L.L. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 13666555 or raja@hawarschool.com
AL WAJAAR TEA has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WAITER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36160667 or FATI-
MAALSHAIKH7@GMAIL.COM
MALAIKA NAVEED BEST WISH CARGO 
HANDLING W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of DECORATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33458832 or NAVEED-
HAMEED9545@GMAIL.COM
M U D R SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(PAINT FINISH-
ER), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34213050 or MUD.BH.PK@GMAIL.COM
SPIREX EVENT MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANT(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 66921791 or GHULAM-
MUSTAFA620822724@GMAIL.COM
malik sky construction has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33446911 or DJAVAID@HOTMAIL.COM
KANNUR ONE RESTAURANT has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39874874 or 
ADELMAHBOOB256@GMAIL.COM
TAFCO BUILDING CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33502933 or Taf-
cobuilding@gmail.com
SKY NINE CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34042527 or 
INFO@SKY9CONTRACING.COM
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17700211 or hrd@
dreamgroup.bh
FIVE HAND BAHRAINI PARTNERSHIP COM-
PANY has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34111343 or ADHI-
MALGHALI1968@GMAIL.COM
M B T FACILITY SERVICES W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE HELP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38753153 or MALIKYASIRAWAN354@GMAIL.
COM

MVM CONTRACTING AND RECRUITMENT 
CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 66311099 or MVMRE-
CRUITMENTBH@GMAIL.COM
LUCKY BIRD DOCUMENT CLEARANCE has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39199881 or LUCKYBSSA68338@GMAIL.
COM
A.K.H REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17554861 or shams@
aliventuregroup.com
ZAD AL YEMEN RESTAURANTS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of KITCHEN AIDE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33125888 or MALQASHI@GMAIL.COM
PERFECT FIT TRADING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36905323 or AB-
DUL_636@HOTMAIL.COM
DEEP RIVER CONSULTANCY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
BOY / FARRASH, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34311959 or FARHAD-
KHAN39071453@GMAIL.COM
KIRAN CONSULTANCY CO W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE WORKER 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34406920 or FRESHLIFEENTERPRIS-
ES@GMAIL.COM
YAHYA AL KOOHEJI CO. W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES EXECUTIVE REP-
RESENTATIVE, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 77114499 or YAK.PVCWINDOW@
GMAIL.COM
NELLAI RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of COOK(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33727328 or 
RAJIROJA3H@GMAIL.COM
786 FAST FOOD RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR 
AND GENERAL FOREMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33402268 or WASEE-
LA.GCC@GMAIL.COM
ABDUL SALAM INTERIOR DECORATION  
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33877297 or QNAEEM-
SHAHZAD9@GMAIL.COM
RANGOLI SWEETS AND SNACKS W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17271120 or RANGOLISWEETS.BH@GMAIL.
COM
AL NOUREEN FASHIONS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33334027 or 
NOUREEN.FASHIONS@OUTLOOK.COM
BANADORA RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WAITER (RESTURANTS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17217333 or mashtan.hotel@yahoo.com
RIDER SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34570702 or 
info@riderbh.com
CREATIVE DROPS W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SIGN MAKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39057795 or sinojk_
paul@yahoo.com
RIDER SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34570702 or 
info@riderbh.com
CITY GLASSES  W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of GLAZIER(GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17874492 or 
cityyaser@yahoo.com
ALKHULOOD SWEETS W.l.l has a vacancy for 
the occupation of RETAIL TRADE SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17789729 or ADMIN@ALKHULOODSWEETS.
COM
DONA COMPUTER has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of TECHNICIAN(COMPUTER), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33477005 or 
ADEI_95@YAHOO.COM
DINEMORE RESTAURANT W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR KITCH-
EN, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33977049 or AHAMED.NABEEL@GMAIL.COM
AAMIR SHAHZAD 79 MANAGEMENT CO W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of COM-
PUTER OPERATOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33623680 or 0047NAWA@
GMAIL.COM
JABERI WOODEN FACTORIES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CARPENTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17400014 or hr.jwf@jaberigroup.com
Al Ameen Transport has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17722778 or ALA-

MEEN1@BATELCO.COM.BH
SMART SECURITY & SAFETY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ACCOUNTANT(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17555025 or husain.alhelli@gmail.com
GOLDEN CARE CONSTRUCTION AND TRAD-
ING has a vacancy for the occupation of 
W O R K E R (C O N S T R U C T I O N ) .G E N E R A L , 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17642844 or goldencareco.bh@gmail.com
RUBY STAR MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17641616 or AHU-
JAIRI@HOTMAIL.COM
BU HAROON DECORATION has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(MAINTE-
NANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33749595 or ABDULMALIK-
FIAZ1@GMAIL.COM
SHAHI Garage W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of GARAGE MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33612244 or 
SHAHIIMAN@HOTMAIL.COM
HASAN RAJAB A/C & FREG. WORKSHOP has 
a vacancy for the occupation of A/C MECHAN-
IC, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36048606 or HASSAN.MAHDI@LPODWATER-
PARK.COM
RANA TRANSPORT CARGO HANDLING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER/PACKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36616598 or RAORANA.AKMAL@
GMAIL.COM
SMART SECURITY & SAFETY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ACCOUNTANT(GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17555025 or husain.alhelli@gmail.com
JAGWINDER INTERIOR DECORATION W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33422370 or gqs_clearance@hotmail.com
AL MADA TRADING CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALES REPRESENTA-
TIVE, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 35958240 or ALMADATRADINGCO@
GMAIL.COM
AREENA CONTRACTOR GROUP CO. W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of DRIV-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17245222 or HR@AREENAGROUP.COM
HAFEEZ MENS SALOON COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34133722 or CHICBUBBLES13@GMAIL.COM
TITANIC GENTS SALON has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33860711 or YASINGHU-
LAM.97@GMAIL.COM
SULEMAN TECHNOLOGY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33114857 or 
MRADC2020@GMAIL.COM
RAMZAN HAMZA FOR SALE & TRADE IN 
WASTE SCRAP W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of REPAIRMAN (GENERAL), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 37394429 or 
HAMZACHAUDARY575@GMAIL.COM
AL QASSMA REAL ESTATE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39402131 or SKYO-
NEE@HOTMAIL.COM
Amal Jewelry Designing has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(JEWELLERY & PRE-
CIOUS METAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39273173 or WANA_FRIEND-
SHIP2008@YAHOO.COM
HI NIGHTS FASHION has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17290276 or GOLDEN-
CRYSTAL76@GMAIL.COM
Bright Future Contracting has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33681568 or brightfuturecont@gmail.com
Tandoori Tarka Restaurant W.L.L. has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER (RES-
TURANTS), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33777328 or ABUAREEBATRADING@
YAHOO.COM
Texas Chicken has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of FOOD SERVICE WORKER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33629071 or 
human.resources@binrajab.co
SANA KARAK has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALESMAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39822984 or E.AL-
SAEED68@GMAIL.COM
THE CANADIAN SCHOOL- BAHRAIN COMPA-
NY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 13691111 or HR@KCBAH-
RAIN.COM
MIDMAAC CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of DRIVER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33332211 or 
construction@midmaac.com
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SAUDI GEOPHYSICAL CONSULTING OFFICE 
COMPANY BRANCH OF A FOREIGN COMPANY 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TRADE / 
VOCATIONAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33326575 or PUBLICRELATION@
SAUDIGEOPHYSICAL.COM
KEMET PRECIOUS METAL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER(METAL 
MELTING & REHEATING), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39812665 or NASSAR-
HASSAN87@ICLOUD.COM
Ganny Saints Paradise Resturant has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33910288 or 
JHUBAISHI@GMAIL.COM
AROMA GARDENING AND LANDSCAPING 
W.L.L. has a vacancy for the occupation of 
GARDENER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17591560 or ASKAR@AROMANURS-
ERY.COM
ALLDAY MARKET W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of INFORMATION TECHNICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35617939 or ACCOUNTS.BAHRAIN@ALL-
DAYUAE.COM
UNITED SHARP TOWER CONTRACTING has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39553866 or BOLANBH@GMAIL.COM
CIRCLE INTEGRATED SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17822228 or INFO@CIRCLE.BH
THE P&P LAB CAR PLUMBING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of VEHICLE SHEET METAL 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36444889 or KHALID.ALAWADHI55@
GMAIL.COM
BANGKOK INTERNATIONAL RESTAURANT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
COOK(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17540666 or RIYASBANG-
KOK@YAHOO.COM
NANDAN REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33331276 or SAJBONWLL@GMAIL.COM
SOMCO ANCILLARY SERVICES W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of STOREKEEP-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17210415 or SUVEEJ@ALWAREDGROUP.COM
THE NAIL CORNER has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36999580 or FAIOOO@
HOTMAIL.COM
abo-hatim building contracting has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33608787 or ABO-HATIM@OUTLOOK.
COM
Nidukki Trading Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DIESEL MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17456218 or 
OPERATIONS@NIDUKKI.BH
BANATI LADIES TAILORING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17556776 or MARA-
WI_911@HOTMAIL.COM
SAHAM GENTS TAILORING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39211212 or ALHA-
RAN93@GMAIL.COM
GLITTER LI LI SALON W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HAIRDRESSER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 32211866 or 
ALIISA@ALNOOHWD.COM
DIPLOMAT REAL ESTATE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SUPERVISOR, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17226656 or 
hypo@batelco.com.bh
NOVA FASHION DESIGN W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 33956025 or 
MUBASHIRASHK@GMAIL.COM
GULF TOBACCO COMPANY. W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OPERATOR(CONTROL 
CENTRE), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17641290 or MASOOMADOC2014@
GMAIL.COM
ROSHAN UNIFORMS has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TAILOR, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 39413314 or ROSHAN_BH@
YAHOO.COM
EMCY ALUMINIUM COMPANY W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of ALUMINIUM 
TECHNICIAN (GENERAL), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 34157515 or EMCY-
BAHRAIN@GMAIL.COM
EDEN GARDEN HOTEL APARTMENT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of MAINTE-
NANCE CLERK, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17722333 or AHMED@KINGDOM.BH
AL KAFAAH FOR COOLING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of FOREMAN, 

suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17622868 or SAYEDSHUBBAR@SKALDURAZI.
COM
RIFFA GATE BAKERY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BREAD BAKER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39055870 or all-
branch2013@gmail.com
THE BROWZ SALON has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 66622273 or ZAHRABA-
BA111@GMAIL.COM
ORIENTAL PRESS B.S.C CLOSED has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WORKER/PACK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17501000 or ORIENTAL@ORIENTALPRESS.
COM
MOROOJ MAY CAFETERIA W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 66677733 or 
FOODWORLD.WLL@GMAIL.COM
HESTON MANPOWER COMPANY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OPERATOR(-
GAS PRODUCTION EQUIPMENTS), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17537742 or 
KHADIJA.HUBAIL@HESTON.NET
KINGDOM ASPHALT COMPANY W L L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17466776 or ABDULLA@KINGDOM.BH
GREEN SKY MANAGEMENT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of OFFICE ADMIN-
ISTRATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 34397836 or mdnazmulmn1985@
gmail.com
SOLO CONTRACTING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MASON, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17711333 or hassan@
emaar.bh
ABU ESSA BUILDING WORKS has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of PAINTER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34372858 or 
MOHSENZAMAN90@GMAIL.COM
ALNAMOOS CONTRACTING GENERAL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39493810 or 
BO.AHMED68@HOTMAIL.COM
UNI GLOBAL CONSULTANCY SERVICES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of PRO-
GRAMMER(COMPUTER), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17344971 or CHAIR-
MAN@UGECBAHRAIN.COM
Al Rayah For Safety Items WLL has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17822228 or RASHEED@SECURICORE.BH
-Al-Hokail Specialist medical academic clin-
ics company w.l.l has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of MEDICAL CONSULTANT, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17224466 or 
HR.Bahrain@alhokail.com.sa
ENERSERV TECHNICAL SERVICES W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of TECHNICIAN(-
GAS EXTRACTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17599031 or ABDULLA.
HASAN@ENERSERV.COM.BH
ALFAREED ELECTRONICS W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of REPAIRMAN (GENER-
AL), suitably qualified applicants can contact 
37272045 or NADEEMMANSHA176@GMAIL.
COM
BAHRAIN APPAREL TRADING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33536117 or HUSAIN.FARDAN@APPAREL-
GROUP.COM
PURE CAR FOR SERVICES BAHRAINI PART-
NERSHIP COMPANY W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of ELECTRICIAN(VEHICLES), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33117780 or KHULOOD.BTC@HOTMAIL.COM
LUXURY YARN BOUTIQUE has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33350586 or UMA-
LOOY.79@GMAIL.COM
MUHAMMAD LIAQAT CARGO HANDLING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 34390450 or GUJJARLIAQAT53@GMAIL.
COM
JUNAID KHALID BIKES CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MECHANIC, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 34569303 or 
JUNAIDTOOR425@GMAIL.COM
MARQS CONTRACTING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33957953 or ROBINAKAUSAR@MARQSBH.
COM
Rizana Resturant has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of KITCHEN WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39111800 or RIZANA-
TRADING786@GMAIL.COM
THE LAUNDRY PRESS W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WORKER(LAUNDRY), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34502688 or hosam.mohamed2025@icloud.com
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Barca’s Yamal eyes up PSG 
after Ballon d’Or miss
Yamal aims for Champions League heroics as Barca seek first cup since Messi era

• Lamine Yamal 
returns from a 
groin injury

AFP | Barcelona

Barcelona winger Lamine 
Yamal almost became 
the youngest ever Bal-

lon d’Or winner last week at 
18, and Wednesday’s Champi-
ons League clash against Paris 
Saint-Germain offers the ideal 
opportunity to begin stating his 
case for next year.

PSG star Ousmane Dembe-
le won the award for the best 
player in the world but is out 
injured and will miss the match 
at the Olympic stadium, leaving 
runner-up Yamal the floor.

Last season it was the then 
17-year-old who inspired Barce-
lona’s charge to the semi-finals, 
and despite two outstanding 
displays against Inter Milan, 
Hansi Flick’s side fell just short.

They missed out on facing 
PSG in the final, as the French 
side crushed Inter to claim their 
first Champions League trophy.

Yamal pledged he would 
bring the cup to Barcelona, who 
have not won it since 2015 and 
the days of Lionel Messi.

Despite Yamal’s quality, 
already immense and still 
increasing, Barcelona have 
improved without him 
last season.

In the 2024/25 cam-
paign they struggled 
when he was absent, de-
pending far too much on 
him, but they have just won 
five games in a row, the first 
four of those without the teen-

ager.
Yamal was sidelined with a 

groin issue but on his return 
against Real Sociedad on Sun-
day in La Liga made an instant 
impact when introduced in the 
58th minute.

The right winger burst into 
the box and crossed for Robert 
Lewandowski to head home the 
winner, little over a minute after 
entering the fray.

It was the perfect way to re-
introduce himself, shaking the 
crowd out of their stupor.

“(Just) his presence on the 
pitch is a threat,” said Real So-
ciedad coach Sergio Francisco. 
“He’s showing every day he’s 
the best player in the world. 
It’s a treat to watch him.”

Yamal’s impact against 
Real Sociedad was also 
a tonic for the club dur-
ing a difficult week. 
They lost Joan Garcia 
and Raphinha to injury, 
the duo joining recently 
hurt duo Fermin 
L o p e z 
a n d 

Gavi on the sidelines.
Barcelona were also denied 

permission to return to their 
renovated Camp Nou home by 
the city council, despite hopes 
they could host the La Real 
game there.

“I’m happy to have him back, 
he showed it directly, his out-
standing strength he has to cre-
ate chances, to give the last pass. 
It’s good to have him back,” said 
Flick.

‘Climb to get to the top’
Despite his age, Yamal has 

made over 100 appearances for 
Barcelona, scoring 

27 goals, and 
winning two 
La Liga titles 
since his de-
but at 15 in 
2023.

The Spain 
internation-
al, who won 

E u r o  2 0 2 4 
with his country 

the day af-
ter his 

17th birthday, is often compared 
to eight-time Ballon d’Or win-
ner and Barcelona all-time great 
Lionel Messi.

Yamal inherited his iconic 
number 10 shirt at the start of 
this season, also worn by Die-
go Maradona and Ronaldinho 
among other historic Barca 
stars.

Only time will tell whether 
Yamal will be able to reproduce 
Messi’s longevity, but thus far 
he has risen to meet every chal-
lenge he has faced since his de-
but at just 15.

The Argentine did not win 
the Ballon d’Or until he was 
22, with Brazil great Ronaldo 
the youngest ever winner at 21.

Yamal may have missed out 
this year, but if he wins the 
award in 2026 or 2027, he will 
still claim that record, as he 
has done so many others.

“You have to climb to get 
to the top,” said Yamal on 
Instagram after missing 
out in Paris, and facing 
PSG may be the first rung 

on the ladder.

Sinner to face teenager Tien in Beijing final as Gauff battles on

• Sinner beat De 
Minaur in three sets

• Gauff survives 
Bencic test

AFP | Beijing

Jannik Sinner reached 
his third China Open fi-

nal in a row yesterday and 
will face talented teen-
ager Learner Tien as 
defending women’s 
c h a m p i o n  C o c o 
Gauff battled on.

The world num-
ber two Sinner beat 
Australia’s Alex de 
Minaur 6-3, 4-6, 
6-2 and is one vic-
tory away from a sec-
ond title in Beijing.

The Italian will be 
red-hot favourite in 
Wednesday’s final 
against  unseeded 
American Tien, 19, who 
beat a hobbling Daniil Medve-
dev.

Their semi-final went to a de-
ciding third set but the 29-year-
old Russian fell 0-4 down 
and was barely able to 
move by the end, 
before retiring in 
pain and angry.

T h e  f a -
m o u s l y 

feisty Medvedev, whose leg was 
strapped and had been dealing 
with cramps, was handed a code 
violation for lack of effort in 

the second game of the 
third set.

That triggered a 
furious response 
from Medvedev.

“Why is every 
referee in 

t h e 

world trying to intimidate 
me?” Medvedev said as he ap-
proached the chair umpire.

“I’m telling you I am giving 
my best effort.

“I’m not going to try to con-
tinue.”

“Thanks a lot, eh?” Medvedev 
spat at the chair umpire as he 
limped from the court.

T i e n ,  a t  1 9  y e a r s  a n d 
nine months old, is the sec-
ond-youngest man to reach the 
Beijing final after Rafael Nadal.

It will need something special 
for him to upset Sinner, whose 
only loss on Beijing’s centre 
Diamond Court has been to 
great rival Carlos Alcaraz, 

who won last year’s champi-
onship match in three gripping 
sets.

“It’s a very special place for 
me. This court has always been 
amazing,” Sinner, beaten by Al-
caraz in the recent US Open 

final, said.
“M a n y  t h i n g s  w e r e 

positive finding myself 
again here, playing the 
last match of the tour-
nament, it’s great,” he 
added.

Alcaraz is not de-
fending his title in the 
Chinese capital and 
yesterday won the Ja-
pan Open in Tokyo.

 ‘Really aggressive’ 
In the women’s 

draw Gauff beat 

Belinda Bencic 4-6, 7-6 (7/4), 
6-2 and plays 66th-ranked Eva 
Lys of Germany in the quar-
ter-finals.

“It was a tough match,” Gauff, 
the American second seed, said.

“I had chances in the first to 
close it out but overall I’m hap-
py with how I fought. She was 
being really aggressive.”

There were frustrations on 
both sides of the court at a large-
ly empty stadium as the play-
ers switched between one half 
darkened by shade and the other 
in the blazing sun.

There was a flashpoint be-
tween the two players during 
a changeover in the second set 
when Switzerland’s 15th seed 
Bencic said: “Your team is chat-
ting. I’m too old for these mind 
games, okay?”

During a changeover, 
Switzerland’s Belinda 
Bencic accused Coco 

Gauff of “mind games,” 
prompting Gauff to 

shoot back, “You’re the 
one playing the mind 

games”

KNOW WHAT

At just 18, Yamal 
has already played 

over 100 matches for 
Barcelona, scored 27 

goals, and won two La 
Liga titles—an early 

career tally that even 
Messi did not match

KNOW

BETTER
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Lamine Yamal

Jannik 
Sinner



Alcaraz clinches Japan Open title
Spaniard overcomes ankle worries to beat Fritz and capture eighth title of 2025

• Alcaraz beats 
Fritz 6-4, 6-4

• Played entire 
tournament with 
ankle injury

AFP | Tokyo

World number one 
Carlos Alcaraz won 
his eighth title of a 

sensational season after beating 
American Taylor Fritz 6-4, 6-4 
in the Japan Open final yester-
day.

The Spaniard has struggled 
with an ankle injury this week 
in Tokyo but he was still too hot 
for the rest of the competition to 
handle, including world number 
five Fritz.

The US Open champion gave 
another breathtaking display of 
power and athleticism to lift the 
trophy in his first appearance 
in Japan.

He clinched victory with a 
cleverly disguised drop shot be-
fore strolling to the net to give 
Fritz a warm embrace.

“First time in Tokyo, first title 
here, hopefully not the last one,” 
said the 22-year-old.

Alcaraz injured his ankle in his 
opening match in Tokyo as he 

ran for a shot, crumpling to the 
ground and sitting on the court 
for about five minutes.

He returned to play with 
heavy strapping on his ankle 
and admitted that the injury had 
been on his mind throughout the 
tournament.

“The start of the week was not 
really good with the ankle, and 
the way that I came back from 
that, playing a great tournament 
and great matches, I’m just real-
ly happy about it,” he said.

It was the Spaniard’s ninth 
straight final and his 10th of the 

season overall.
No man since his legendary 

countryman Rafael Nadal in 
2017 had reached 10 finals in a 
season.

The win gave Alcaraz a meas-
ure of revenge after losing to 
Fritz for the first time at the La-

ver Cup in San Francisco two 
weeks ago.

Alcaraz was not happy with 
the umpire in the final, telling 
him “you’ve never played ten-
nis in your life” during a rant 
between games.

He squandered several chanc-
es to break Fritz in the first set 
but he made the breakthrough 
in the ninth game.

That left the Spaniard serving 
for the set, and he sealed the deal 
when Fritz dumped a return into 
the net.

Alcaraz kept his foot on the 
gas and broke his opponent to 
start the second set.

He broke him again to take a 
4-1 lead and continued to pun-

ish Fritz with a series of brutal 
forehands.

Fritz hit back for his first 
break of the match but it was too 
little, too late as Alcaraz clinched 
the championship on his next 
service game.

“It’s been a pleasure to be able 
to play here in Tokyo in front of 
the Japanese fans,” said Alcaraz.

“I enjoyed every single sec-
ond from when I stepped on the 
court, less the five minutes that I 
was on the floor with my ankle.

“The rest of the tournament, 
I enjoyed every single second.”

Fritz was looking to capture 
his third title of the season af-
ter wins at Stuttgart and East-
bourne.

The American won the Japan 
Open title in 2022.

Both Alcaraz and Fritz are in 
the draw for the Shanghai Mas-
ters this week.
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The start of the week 
was not really good with 
the ankle, and the way 
that I came back from 
that, playing a great 

tournament and great 
matches, I’m just really 

happy about it
CARLOS ALCARAZ

BIC to bring fun and excitement on track 
with back-to-back experiences this weekend

 Manama

Bahrain International Cir-
cuit (BIC), ‘The Home of 

Motorsport in the Middle 
East’, hosts back-to-back days 
of its most popular public ac-
tivities this weekend as the 
2025/2026 season in Sakhir 
continues to hot up.

Set to take place on Friday 
is Batelco Fitness on Track 
– a fun physical activity that 
can be enjoyed individually or 
with family and friends. Then, 
on Saturday, BIC stages its 
high-adrenaline Track Expe-
riences, featuring a series of ul-
tra-quick race cars for ultimate 
thrills as a driver or passenger.

To make a booking for either 
activity or to get more informa-
tion, visit BIC’s official website 
bahraingp.com or call the BIC 
Hotline on +973-17450000.

Batelco Fitness on Track will 
be held from 6am to 10am on 
Friday morning, making for 
a bright and early start to the 
weekend. The activity can be 
done either on foot or on a bi-
cycle, giving participants the 
opportunity to select their 

preferred workout programme.
Runners and walkers will 

be utilising BIC’s 2.550-kilo-
metre Inner Circuit, while 
cyclists will get to ride their 
bikes along the 3.543-kilometre 
Outer Circuit, with another 
dedicated area for children’s  
cycling.

The cost to take part is BD2 
for cyclists and BD1 for runners. 
Payment must be made upon 
booking. Children under the 
age of 12 can participate for 
free if accompanied by a paying 
adult.

BIC’s Batelco Fitness on 
Track Season Pass is also avail-
able – ideal for regular par-
ticipants as it grants access to 
all Batelco Fitness on Track 
events throughout the season. 
At the affordable price of just 
BD15, the pass is a great way to 
save money over the course of 
the year, with Batelco Fitness 
on Track being held multiple 
times each month, all the way 
through to April of 2026.

Season Passes can be pur-
chased by contacting the BIC 
Hotline.

Track Experiences on Sat-

urday will then bring the ac-
tion at BIC up a notch. This 
widely sought-after offering 
gives race fans a pure adren-
aline rush, while navigating 
the challenging turns of a 
globally renowned Formula 1  
circuit.

Saturday’s Track Experienc-
es is scheduled to be held from 
8am to 3pm. Fans will get to 
choose between a Renault Clio 
Cup and either a Radical SR1 or 
SR3 race car.

Those opting for the Clio 
Cup Experiences will get an 
awesome introduction into the 
high-octane world of motor-
sports, behind the wheel of a 
Clio Cup sports car that boasts 
a 1.6-litre, Turbocharged en-
gine. The Driving Experience 
takes the participant onto the 
track behind a professional in-
structor in a lead-follow man-
ner, while the Passenger Ex-
perience requires those taking 
part to simply buckle up and 
enjoy the ride!

Meanwhile, fans won’t go 
wrong when choosing from 
the SR1 and SR3 Experiences. 
The Radical SR1 Driving Expe-

rience is ideal for amateurs and 
expert racers alike, as the car’s 
185bhp engine roars like no 
other. Interested participants 
must complete a Clio Cup 
Drive in order to take part in 
this activity. The Radical SR3 
Passenger Experience takes 
fans from zero to 100kph in 
about 3.4 seconds, making for 
a memorable number of laps 
around BIC alongside the cir-
cuit’s expert instructors.

The cost to get behind the 
wheel for the Clio Cup Driver 
Experience is BD121, while the 
Clio Cup Passenger Experience 
is BD27.500. For the Radical SR1 
Driver Experience, the cost 
is BD132, while the Radical 
SR3 Passenger Experience is 
BD38.500.

All these plus so much more 
are available at BIC all through-
out the 2025/2026 campaign, 
which continues until April of 
next year.

For more information on all 
events and activities at BIC, 
visit bahraingp.com, call the 
BIC Hotline, or follow the cir-
cuit’s official accounts on social 
media.

Alcaraz sealed his 
championship vic-

tory with a cleverly 
disguised drop shot, 

immediately followed 
by a warm embrace 

with his defeated op-
ponent, Taylor Fritz

KNOW

BETTER

Spain’s Carlos Alcaraz celebrates during the award ceremony

Benefit Company announced 
bronze sponsors of 3rd AYG

Manama

The Executive Committee 
of the 3rd Asian Youth 

Games (AYG) has signed a 
sponsorship agreement with 
Benefit Company, securing 
its position as a bronze spon-
sor for the event scheduled 
to take place from October 
22 to 31, 2025, under the gra-
cious patronage of His Maj-
esty King Hamad bin Isa Al 
Khalifa.

The agreement was signed 
by Mr. Yusuf Duaij, Chairman 
of the Executive Committee 
of the Games, and Mr. Nezar 
Maroof, Chief Marketing and 
Corporate Communication 
Officer at Benefit.

On this occasion, Mr. Duaij 
emphasized that this agree-
ment with a leading nation-
al company like Benefit re-
flects a shared commitment 
to supporting the sports 
and youth movement in the 
Kingdom. He noted that the 
bronze sponsorship will play 
a vital role in providing the 
necessary support to ensure 
an exceptional edition of the 
Games.

“We are very pleased to 
welcome Benefit as a key 
partner in the bronze spon-
sorship category,” said Du-
aij. “The support of national 
institutions for the Asian 

Youth Games 2025 is a cor-
nerstone for the success of 
this continental event and 
demonstrates a strong sense 
of national pride in support-
ing youth and sports. We look 
forward to fruitful collabora-
tion that serves the objectives 
of the Games in showcasing 
Bahrain’s organizational ca-
pabilities.”

For his part, Mr. Maroof 
expressed Benefit’s pride in 
this partnership, affirming 
that supporting the Asian 
Youth Games aligns with 
the company’s corporate 
social responsibility to con-
tribute to the national vision 
of hosting major sporting  
events.

“Our bronze sponsor-
ship of the 3rd Asian Youth 
Games stems from our deep 
belief in the importance of 
supporting youth and sports 
as fundamental values for 
community development,” 
he added. “This event is not 
just a sports competition; it’s 
a platform for cultural ex-
change and enhancing Bah-
rain’s regional and global 
standing. We are committed 
to providing everything nec-
essary to ensure the success 
of this event, which takes 
place under the gracious pa-
tronage of His Majesty the 
King,” Maroof concluded.



Bahrain’s Manama take on Kuwaiti giants
Do-or-die Round of 16 for Bahrainis in Arab Cup

• Manama seek to 
end losing streak

• Qadsia top Group 
B challengers

• Ahmed Salman 
remains key performer

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s Manama Club will 
face Kuwait’s Qadsia today 

at 3pm at Rashid Bin Hamdan 
Hall, Al-Nasr Club in Dubai, 
in the Round of 16 of the 37th 
Arab Basketball Clubs Cham-
pionship.

Manama finished fourth in 
Group B with three points af-
ter losing all three preliminary 
matches: 79–73 to Lebanon’s 
Antonine, 103–78 to Libya’s Al 
Ahly Tripoli, and 76–65 to Ku-
wait SC.

Against Kuwait SC, Manama 
led 33–32 at halftime, but Ku-

wait dominated the third quar-
ter 28–16 and extended their 
lead to as many as 15 points ear-
ly in the final period. Manama 
reduced the deficit to six late on 
but could not recover. Ahmed 
Salman led Manama with 22 
points, supported by Carl Jones 
(12) and Hasan Nowrooz (11).

Qadsia finished their group 
with five points from two wins 
and one loss. All Round of 16 
games are knockouts, meaning 
that the losing side will be elim-
inated.

Pakistan name spin-heavy squad 
for home South Africa Tests

AFP | Karachi

Pakistan yesterday included 
five spinners and recalled 

paceman Shaheen Shah Afri-
di in an 18-man squad for the 
two-match Test series at home 
to South Africa.

Besides the deadly spin duo 
of Noman Ali and Sajid Khan, 
Pakistan named Abrar Ahmed, 
Faisal Akram and veteran Asif 
Afridi for the series starting in 
Lahore on October 12.

Shan Masood will captain 
a squad which also sees the 
return of fast bowler Shaheen 
after a year-long gap from the 
longest format.

“There are two newcom-
ers in the spin department to 
supplement Sajid and Noman, 
with 38-year-old Afridi who is 
very experienced and the tal-
ented Akram,” said a Pakistan 
Cricket Board statement.

Pakistan used industri-
al-sized fans, along with pa-
tio heaters, to dry out and 
make spin-friendly pitches to 
beat England 2-1 at home last  
year.

Pakistan lost the first Test 
by an innings before they em-
ployed a spin-heavy attack 

with Noman taking 20 and 
Sajid 19 wickets in the last two 
Tests.

Also included yesterday was 
uncapped wicketkeeper Rohail 
Nazir as back-up for regular 
Mohammad Rizwan.

The second Test will be 
played in Rawalpindi from Oc-
tober 20 in the series, the first 
for both teams in the fourth 
cycle of the World Test Cham-
pionship (WTC).

South Africa won the WTC 
(2023-2025) while Pakistan 
finished ninth and last.

Saliba signs new long-term deal at Arsenal
AFP | London

William Saliba has signed a new 
long-term contract with Ar-

senal, the Premier League club an-
nounced yesterday.

The France defender has report-
edly put pen to paper on a five-year 
deal, which will keep him at the 
club until 2030. His previous con-
tract had been due to run until 2027.

Saliba, 24, had been expected to 
extend his stay at the Emirates de-
spite earlier reported interest from 
Real Madrid.

The centre-back joined the Gun-

ners in 2019 but had a number of 
loan spells before establishing him-
self as a regular in Mikel Arteta’s 
team during the 2022/23 season.

Since then Saliba has been at 
the heart of an Arsenal side that 
has finished second in each of the 
past three seasons in the Premier 
League.

“I feel at home. We have a good 
team, we have a good squad, we 
have good staff. The coach is perfect 
for me, so it’s the best place to be,” 
said Saliba.

“I enjoy every day when I have 
the chance to wear this shirt. I try 

to give everything, and 
now I’ll give even more 
to this club and to the 
fans.”

Manager Arteta said: 
“William is loved by all the 
players and staff, and that 
speaks volumes about his char-
acter, commitment and attitude 
every day.

“Since joining us, William 
has grown so much, embraced 
responsibility, and has created 
a strong connection with our 
supporters and everyone at the  
club.”

Pakistan’s Zahid Mahmood (L), Sajid Khan (C) and Noman Ali attend a 
practice session (file photo)

All 16 teams from the 
preliminary round 

advance to the Round 
of 16

KNOW WHAT

Pakistan previously 
used industrial fans 
and patio heaters to 
prepare spin-friendly 
pitches, a tactic that 

helped them beat 
England 2-1 in their 
last home series

KNOW WHAT
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Star player Ahmed Salman in action during Manama’s previous outing
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Muharraq chase ACL Two momentum
Bahrain’s champions face Esteghlal as Khaldiya host Arkadag

• Muharraq meet 
Esteghlal away

• Khaldiya host 
Arkadag in Riffa

• Both seek Group 
Stage boost

TDT | Manama

Bahrain’s representatives in 
the 2025–26 AFC Cham-
pions League Two are in 

action tonight, with Muharraq 
facing Iran’s Esteghlal in Tehran 
and Khaldiya hosting Arkadag 
of Turkmenistan in Riffa. Both 
fixtures are part of the second 
round of the group stage.

ACL Two is a restructured 
competition featuring 32 teams 
from 22 member associations. It 
sits below the AFC Champions 
League Elite and above the AFC 
Challenge League.

Muharraq in Tehran
Muharraq take on Esteghlal 

at Shahr-e-Qods Stadium at 
7pm Bahrain time. The 2008 
and 2021 AFC Cup winners are 
competing in ACL Two for the 
first time under its new format. 
They opened strongly with a 
4–0 home victory over Jordan’s 
Al Wehdat and sit second in 
Group A with three points, lev-
el with UAE’s Al Wasl, who lead 
on goal difference. Esteghlal 
and Al Wehdat remain without  
points.

Head coach Fernando San-

tos has named a 25-man squad 
for the campaign, including 
goalkeepers Sayed Jaffar, Ebra-
him Lutfalla, and Ashraf Wa-
heed. The outfield options fea-
ture Hussain Jameel, Waleed 
Al-Hayyam, Amine Bennadi, 
Lucas Morellato, Mohamed 
Al-Hardan, Facundo Tobares, 
Abdulwahab Al-Malood, Sou-
fine Mahrouq, Omar Saber, La-
zar Djordjevic, Abdulwahab 
Hanan, Ahmad Rabeea, Hus-
sain Abdulkarim, Mohamed 
Al-Banna, Abdulla Al-Khalasi, 
Juninho, Arthur Rezende, Bruno 
Santos, Elliot Simoes, Gervá-
sio Olivera, and Abdulkarim  
Diarra.

Khaldiya at Home
Khaldiya are back for their 

second consecutive campaign 
and host Arkadag at the Bah-
rain National Stadium tonight at 
9:15pm. The team moved into a 
closed camp at Wyndham Grand 
Hotel after training in Riffa. 
They began their campaign with 
a goalless draw away to Qatar’s 
Al Ahli SC, leaving them third in 
Group B with a single point.Muharraq’s Omar Saber (L) and Elliot Simoes (R) training in the Iranian capital

Muharraq won the 
AFC Cup in 2008 and 
2021, before ACL Two 

replaced it

KNOW
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William Saliba


