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Amin Pathan, a minister from the 
Indian state of Rajasthan, has said 

that he plans to set up an international 
cricket academy and a cricket stadium here 
to provide a platform for aspiring young 
players in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

He said discussions are going on in 
materialising this dream in a year or two, 
adding that there is a lot of local interest in 
cricket in the Kingdom. 

“I see many locals showing great 
enthusiasm in the game of cricket here and 
an academy will promote not just the sport 
but will also provide a platform for young, 
talented players who are looking to pursue 
their passion,” he said. 

The minister was in the Kingdom 
to attend the Arabian Cricket Carnival 
‘Twenty20 2017’ to be held under the 
patronage of His Highness Shaikh Khalid 
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, First Deputy 
President of the Supreme Council 
for Youth and Sports and Honorary 
President of Bahrain Sports Federation for 
Disabilities. 

Pathan, who is also the Chairman of 
Rajasthan Haj Committee, told DT News 
that the game of cricket could also be 
a political tool as well to enhance the 
diplomatic relations between India and the 
Kingdom of Bahrain. 

“Cricket is the second-most widely 
played game in the world after football, 
and is thus used as a political tool to 
bridge the gap and strengthen the cordial 
relations between the two countries. 

Cricket is a religion, which unites people,” 
Pathan said.

Pathan said that cricket is gaining 
popularity in the Gulf countries as well. 

“The UAE spent a lot of money to 
develop their cricketing facilities. Cricket 
has attracted a lot of investment lately, 
with a whole lot of academies coming up. 
Similarly, the Kingdom of Bahrain also 
will be able to host international cricket 
matches in the very near future,” Pathan 
said. 

Regarding investment in the Arabian 
Cricket Carnival, Pathan said the carnival 
is focusing on the development of the game 
of cricket in the region and to provide a 
platform to the aspiring young players of 
Bahrain. 

Celebrities to attend
Several celebrities would attend the final 
of the Arabian Cricket Carnival to be 
held in the Bahrain National Stadium in 
Isa Town  on  October 6,  said  Pathan.

The long-awaited Arabian Cricket 
Carnival T-20 2017, organised by Bahrain 
Cricket Center and KHK MMA Bahrain, 
commenced on Wednesday at the Bahrain 
National Stadium, Isa Town. 

“Arabian Cricket Carnival is drawing 
huge attention in the region. I am thankful 
to HH Shaikh Khalid for his patronage 
and Bahrain Cricket Center (BCC) and 
KHK MMA Bahrain for their wonderful 
organization of the event,” he said.

The final will be held in the presence of 
Indian actor Jackie Shroff, Bharatiya Janata 
Party spokesperson Syed Shahnawaz 
Hussain, Indian Ambassador Alok Kumar 
Sinha and other dignitaries. 

Teams of 12 players from around the 
GCC will come together to play the game, 
with every team being given 4 international 
players.

 The Arabian Cricket Carnival (ACC) 
T-20 (2017) is a concept that will transform 
the games’ popularity to an altogether 
different level of “cricketainment”. 

“Cricket is a modern game and the 
perfect tool to take the game across 
unexplored boundaries. There is absolutely 
no doubt that cricket will become one of 
the biggest success stories in the times 
to come with some of the best new and 
young talented cricketers representing 
their countries (clubs),” Pathan   
said.
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“The Arabian Cricket 
Carnival T20 (2017) 
is the biggest crick-
eting event  the 
Kingdom has ever 

witnessed.  This is an 
event where all cricket-

ers and stars of all levels mingle 
and compete for the love of the 
glorious game of Cricket. There will 
be live entertainers of Bollywood 
TV celebrities to add the right 
dose of entertainment and get the 
mercury levels soaring in desert 
of Bahrain. Cricket is a game that 
owes much of its unique appeal to 
the fact that it should be played not 
only within its laws but also within 
the spirit of the game. ”

“His Highness Shaikh 
Khalid bin Hamad Al 
Khalifa has a great 
vision; he started off 
with MMA and now it 

has become a global 
sport, further we are not 

just limited to Mixed Martial Art. 
We are planning to get into boxing 
but before that we are now focus-
ing on developing Cricket in the 
Kingdom as the locals are showing 
a great enthusiasm towards this 
sport and this is just a beginning. 
We are going to start working on a 
federation that is further going to 
promote not just the sport but will 
also provide a platform for young 
talented players who are looking to 
achieve their passion.”

-Fahad Sadeq, 
Bahrain Cricket Centre Director

-Mohammed Shahid, 
CEO of KHK MMA 
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The Indian Embassy 
here celebrated the 

‘Swachhata Hi Seva’ 
campaign, marking 
the third anniversary 
of the Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan, a cleanliness 
initiative launched by 

the Indian government. 
The celebrations, 

held at the India House, 
Saar, on Friday, was 

attended by dignitaries from 
the Indian community. 

Indian Ambassador to 
Bahrain Alok Kumar Sinha 
addressed the audience. Sunil 
Shetty, well-known Indian 
actor, was the chief guest. 

The celebration comes 
ahead of the birth anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi on 
October 2, which this year 
is being celebrated as the 
‘Swachh Bharat Divas’. 

“I would like to thank all 
the people who are present 
here and further events like 

these are a clear reflection 
of the ties between the two 
nations. We look forward 
to more collaborations to 
strengthen the ties between 
the two nations,” said Sinha.

“It is an honour to be a 
part of the Arabian Cricket 
Festival in Bahrain and 
the Gandhi Jayanti and 
‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’ 
celebration in the Kingdom. 
We are looking forward 
to promoting the Mission 
Bahrain initiative,” said 
Shetty.
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The long, long wait is over: starting in June 2018, Saudi 
women will finally be allowed to drive. The news echoed 

around the world as the only country that bans women from 
driving finally announced via royal decree that its female 
citizens would be allowed to get behind the wheel. If the 
royal decree is fairly implemented, it will change the lives of 
women in the Kingdom, and have a positive ripple effect on 
Saudi society as a whole.

The lifting of the ban on Saudi female drivers will change 
the lifestyles of Saudi women. It will widen their economic 
opportunities, as they will be able to easily commute to a job. 
It will give them more independence and control over their 
own lives to do simple things such as going to the store to buy 
groceries. Women will no longer have to depend on family 
members, a family driver or pay costly taxis to get about with 
their daily lives.

By being able to drive Saudi women will be able to play a 
greater role in society, which is critical if Saudi Arabia aims 
to achieve its Vision 2030 goals. Indeed, the big motivation 
behind the decree seems to be reaching the 2030 goals, one of 
which is to increase female workforce participation from 22 
to 30 percent. If women have to rely on someone else to drive 
them, that simply cannot become a reality.  Furthermore, 
the government hopes that women driving will “transform 
traffic safety to educational practice” so that it reaches its goal 
of reducing traffic accidents—a common occurrence in the 
Kingdom—although how this will work is unclear.

It is extremely important that the lifting of the ban is 
implemented in a fair and timely fashion. Due to roll out in 
June 2018, will all women over the age of 18 allowed to drive 
(the same age as men), there has been no word yet if there 
will be additional restrictions on women, such as when and 
where they can drive. A committee has been given 30 days to 
figure out how to implement the new decree. While it may 
seem to be a no-brainer (let them attend driving school!) the 
process is more complicated since generally men and women 
are separated in Saudi Arabia. 

Saudi women’s gaining the right to drive is arguably 
the biggest feminist victory of 2017. If the new decree is 
implemented fairly than it will be an absolute game changer 
in the lives of Saudi women and will no doubt lead to greater 
gender equality reform.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do 
not necessarily reflect the policy or position of this newspaper.)

Meredith Ann O’Connell

Women and 
the World 

Saudi Women Take the Wheel

‘Swachhata Hi 
Seva’ campaign 
celebrated

Bahrain condemns 
Afgan terror blasts
DT New Network
Manama

Bahrain has strongly 
condemned the terrorist 

bombings in the city of Kabul 
and the Kandahar province in 
Afghanistan, which resulted in 
the death and injury of many 
individuals.

The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs has expressed its 
condolences to the families 
of the victims wishing them a 
speedy recovery.

 “These terrorist and heinous 
acts contradict all religious, 
human and moral principles,” 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
said in a statement.

“The ministry also affirms 
the Kingdom of Bahrain’s 
stand with the Islamic Republic 
of Afghanistan against violence 

and terrorism. It reaffirms 
the solid position of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain that 
rejects terrorism in all its forms 
and manifestations, and calls 
for the concerted efforts of 
the international community 
to eradicate this dangerous 
scourge that threatens all 
countries of the world,” the 
Ministry said in the statement.
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