
N THE END, IT’S NOT THE YEARS IN 
YOUR LIFE THAT COUNT. IT’S THE 
LIFE IN YOUR YEARS.
ABRAHAM LINCOLN
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HISTORY
King Louis XIV of France 
dies after a reign of 72 
years, the longest of any 
major European monarch

First female telephone opera-
tor starts work, Emma Nutt, for 
the Edwin Holmes Telephone 
Dispatch Company in Boston

World War II begins when Ger-
many invades Poland by attack-
ing the Free City of Danzig

Jews living in 
Germany are 

required to wear a 
yellow Star of David
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On this International 
Day, we honour the 

enormous contributions of 
people of African descent. 
We also recall the work 
still to be done towards en-
suring their full enjoyment 
of human rights, equality 
& opportunity. Let’s dis-
mantle systemic racism to 
achieve equality, justice & 
transformative change for 
people of African descent.,

@antonioguterres

We are preparing for 
new communica-

tion with envoys of the 
U.S. President. More de-
tails will follow tomorrow. 
We are doing everything 
to ensure that war doesn’t 
remain the only option for 
what comes next.

@ZelenskyyUa

An important day for the 
friendship between 

Sweden and France. Strong 
choices in terms of defense 
cooperation, a new step in 
our strategic partnership, a 
shared ambition: a strong, 
sovereign Europe, master 
of its own destiny. Thank 
you dear @SwedishPM for 
this welcome.

@EmmanuelMacron

Had extensive discus-
sions with President 

Putin. Discussed the full 
range of the India-Rus-
sia Special and Privileged 
Strategic Partnership. It 
is gladdening to see sig-
nificant progress across 
various sectors in recent 
years. Focus areas for the 
India-Russia friendship 
remain energy, innovation, 
space, fertilisers and peo-
ple-to-people linkages..

@narendramodi

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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Before the conflict, more 
than 100 ships a day passed 

through the Strait of Hormuz. 
During the war, that col-

lapsed to an average of just 
seven vessels a day over the 

first six months. 

KNOW WHAT

Israel signs three-billion-euro 
arms export deal with Greece
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel's defence ministry an-
nounced yesterday it had 

signed a deal with Athens 
worth approximately three 
billion euros (almost $3.5 bil-
lion) to set up the "Achilles 
Shield" aerial defence system 
for Greece.

"Under the deal, Israel will 
build Greece a comprehensive, 
multi-layered air defence ar-
ray, drawing entirely on Israe-
li-made systems and on the ex-
tensive operational experience 
Israel's defence establishment 
has gained during the war," the 
ministry said in a statement.

"This is the largest defence 

export deal in the history of 
Israel-Greece relations, and 
one of the largest in the history 
of the State of Israel," it added.

The deal was signed by the 
Israeli defence ministry's di-
rector general, Major Gener-
al (Res.) Amir Baram, and his 
Greek counterpart, Ioannis 
Bouras, in Tel Aviv.

A Greek defence minis-
try source had told AFP in 
late July about an upcoming 
purchase of Israeli-made an-
ti-missile,   anti-aircraft and 
anti-drone systems, part of a 
broader defence investment 
for the Achilles Shield of 4.2 
billion euro ($4.8 billion).

John Ternus to lead 
Apple into the age of AI
AFP | San Francisco, United 
States

John Ternus takes over as 
Apple's chief executive to-

day, inheriting a company that 
towers over the smartphone 
market but trails its rivals in 
artificial intelligence.

One of his biggest challeng-
es will be balancing the com-
pany's dependence on China 
while parrying acute politi-
cal pressure from the White 
House.

The handover ends Tim 
Cook's 15-year run, replacing 
the operations specialist who 
built Apple's supply chain 
with the engineer who 
built its hardware.

Ternus, 51, joined Ap-
ple's design team in 2001 
and worked his way up 
to senior vice president 
of hardware engineer-
ing, reporting to 
Cook.

He leads 
the engi-
n e e r i n g 
t e a m s 
b e h i n d 
A p p l e ' s 
e n t i r e 

product lineup, including the 
iPhones that generate most of 
the company's revenue.

He gets barely a week to 
settle in, with Apple holding 
its annual iPhone event on 
September 9, where it is ex-
pected to unveil its first fold-
able handset.

"Tim Cook left the house in 
phenomenal order," said Dan 
Ives, partner and senior man-
aging director at investment 
firm Yorkville Ives & Co.

"But now it's about Ternus 
d e - fining the AI chapter."

Ives expects the 
new chief execu-
tive to lean into 
what he knows.

"There's  no 
reason to f ix 
what's already 

w o r k i n g , "  h e 
said, predicting 
Ternus will con-

c e n t r a t e  o n 
h a r d w a r e 
innovat ion 
while leav-
ing Cook's 
supply chain 
intact.Trump vows to 

hit back ‘hard’
First exchange of fire with Iran in weeks

AFP | Tehran, Iran

Donald Trump threatened 
to hit Iran “hard” after 
the two foes traded fire 

for the first time in over a month, 
while Iran’s president warned 
that more fighting with the US 
was not in his country’s interest.

Late Sunday, the United States 
said it had carried out strikes on 
an Iranian island in the Strait 
of Hormuz, with Tehran quick-
ly retaliating by attacking 
US military targets in the 
Middle East.

“We’re going to hit 
them hard,” Trump said, 
according to a Fox News 
reporter who spoke to him 
briefly. “There will be a 
response.”

The Unit-
e d  St a t e s 
said it at-
t a c k e d 
I r a n i a n 
r o c k e t 
launchers 
on the is-
land of Lar-
ak to prevent 
Tehran planting 
mines in the key 
shipping lane.

Iran  responded 
by with missile and 
drone attacks aimed 
at Jordan and the 
United Arab Emir-

ates,  saying 
they tar-

geted US 
f o r c e s 
t h e r e , 
b u t 
Pres-
ident 
M a -
soud 

Pezeshkian later on Monday 
called for dialogue.

“We continue to strive for a 
path of agreement and under-
standing, and we believe that 
continuing the war is neither in 
our interest, nor in the interest of 
the region,” he said at a summit 
in Kyrgyzstan, adding “the solu-
tion to the existing problems is 
dialogue and cooperation”.

State media reported that two 
people were killed in the US at-
tack on Larak, with several others 
wounded.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
said the ballistic missile attack on 
two US air bases in Jordan caused 
“heavy damage”.

Jordan’s army said it had in-
tercepted eight missiles, without 
stating their origin. Trump also 
told Fox that all the missiles fired 
at US forces had been shot down, 
except for one that was deter-
mined not to pose a threat.

Iran also said it targeted US 
personnel at an air base in the 
UAE and shot down an American 
drone over Hormuz.

Abu Dhabi said it intercepted a 
drone over the country’s waters, 
but dismissed claims that Al Min-
had Air Base had been targeted as 
“baseless”.

Russia wants AI, digital 
cooperation with China
AFP | Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan

Moscow aims to cooper-
ate with Beijing in the 
field of artificial intel-

ligence and digital innovation, 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin told China’s Xi Jinping 
yesterday as the leaders met in 
Kyrgyzstan.

They arrived in the central 
Asian country for a two-day 
summit of the Shanghai Co-
operation Organisation (SCO), 
a regional bloc that seeks to 
serve as a counter-balance to 
the West.

Russia, with its troops bogged 
down in Ukraine, has deepened 
ties with its main oil customer 
China, which has never con-
demned Moscow for its four-
and-a-half-year invasion.

“Cooperation is successfully 
developing on all fronts,” Putin 
told Xi ahead of their talks.

They last met in May in Bei-
jing.

“Digital innovations, includ-
ing in artificial intelligence 
technologies, are also opening 
up new opportunities for the 

economic development of our 
countries,” Putin said.

The Kremlin has in the past 
months sought to tighten its 
control over the online sphere, 
imposing intermittent mass in-
ternet shutdowns and restric-
tions on popular messaging 
apps.

Moscow is pushing Russians 
to embrace the state-backed 

Max messenger platform -- an 
unencrypted super-app similar 
to China’s WeChat that critics 
say raises privacy and snooping 
concerns.

It has repeatedly threatened 
foreign-owned sites with bans, 
part of what rights advocates 
say is a broader attempt by au-
thorities to control and monitor 
internet use.

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin and China’s President Xi Jinping shake hands 
during a meeting on the sidelines of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation 
(SCO) summit in Bishkek

US denies Iran claim that oil tanker 
hit mines near Strait of Hormuz
AFP | Washington, United 
States

The US military yesterday 
denied Iran’s claim that an 

oil tanker trying pass through 
the southern stretch of the 
Strait of Hormuz hit mines, 

caught fire and came to 
a halt.

“No ships have hit mines 
in the Strait of Hormuz,” US 
Central Command said on X. 
“This is yet another IRGC at-
tempt to intimidate regional 
commercial shipping through 
disinformation,” it added, re-
ferring to Iran’s Revolutionary  
Guards.

Mother suffers burns while 
giving birth in Prague hospital

• The baby was not 
injured in the incident

• The 24-year-old 
mother suffered 
burns to her genitals, 
thighs, sides and 
lower belly.

AFP | Prague, Czech Republic

A mother giving birth in 
a Prague hospital suf-

fered burns during a caesar-
ean section, the hospital said 
Monday, with media report-
ing a disinfectant caught fire 
during the procedure.

The baby was not injured 
in the incident, a spokes-
woman for the Bulovka hos-
pital on the northern out-
skirts of the Czech Repub-
lic’s capital said.

But the Denik N daily said 
Sunday that the 24-year-old 
mother suffered burns to her 
genitals, thighs, sides and 
lower belly.

“The caesarean section 
was performed because of 

acute obstetrical complica-
tions,” the spokeswoman, 
Eva Stolejda Libigerova, told 
AFP on Monday, adding that 
the hospital was investigat-
ing the August 25 incident.

“The mother is in a stable 
condition which does not 
require intensive care and... 
remains at a standard ward 
with her child,” she said, re-
fusing to go into detail about 
the rare incident.

Denik N said the mother 
caught fire when the hospital 
staff administered a disin-
fectant, then used a surgical 
instrument to stop bleeding.

It added the woman was 
taken to another Prague 
hospital with a renowned 
burn ward for subsequent 
treatment before returning 
to Bulovka.

The Bulovka hospital also 
had to apologise in 2024 
when it performed an abor-
tion on the wrong pregnant 
woman after mixing two 
Asian women up.

The hospital paid compen-
sation to the woman and po-
lice shelved the case, Czech 
media said.

Nobel laureate Jelinek condemns 
‘land grabbing’ in Gaza, W. Bank
• She argued that 
history should not 
prevent criticism, 
calling for European 
Union sanctions 
over Israeli settler 
violence against 
Palestinians and 
land confiscations.

AFP | Vienna, Austria

Austrian Nobel lau-
reate Elfriede 

J e l i n e k  h a s 
c o n d e m n e d 
“land grab-
bing” in the 
West Bank, 

Gaza and Jerusalem, arguing 
t h a t Western discourse on a 

two-state solution 
in the Middle East 

amounts to a 
“lie”.

T h e 
79-year-old 
w r i t e r,  a 
major Ger-
man-lan-
guage in-
tellectual 
figure, has 
previous-
ly spoken 
out against 

Is r a e l ’s 
war in 

Gaza.
In the text, entitled “In a prom-

ised land”, Jelinek criticised talk 
about a Palestinian state “as 
though one did not know that it 
can never exist along the current 
path”.

“Yet with this unspoken lie, 
thought itself also collapses; it 
shatters against the circumstanc-
es, against the land grabbing” of 
the West Bank, Gaza, and Jeru-
salem, she wrote in the text pub-
lished on her website last Friday 
and seen by AFP on Monday.

She added she feared “ethnic 
cleansing” because “where the 
land is lacking, people them-
selves become meaningless”.

She also referred to “plans” 
for the land, “perhaps a famous 
resort straight from the brains 
of (US President Donald) Trump 

and (his son-in-law Jared) Kush-
ner”.

Trump has described Gaza 
-- which Israel invaded in re-
taliation to Palestinian Islamist 
movement Hamas’s attack in Oc-
tober 2023 -- as “beautiful piece 
of property”.

In her text, Jelinek, whose 
Jewish father survived the Hol-
ocaust, evoked her “love for the 
Jewish state, which also took in 
several of my ancestors”.

But she argued that history 
should not prevent criticism, 
calling for European Union sanc-
tions over Israeli settler violence 
against Palestinians and land 
confiscations.

Jelinek received the Nobel 
Prize in Literature in 2004.

EU member Austria is a staunch 
supporter of Israel.

India growth beats forecasts, 
defying Mideast turmoil

AFP | New Delhi, India

India’s economy grew at a 
faster pace than expected 

in the April to June quarter, 
official data showed yesterday, 
quelling fears that the Iran war 
would derail growth in Asia’s 
third-largest economy.

Gross domestic product 
rose 7.8% in the three months 
through June from the same 
period a year earlier, helped 
by a robust services sector, ac-
cording to data from the statis-
tics ministry.

While this was down from 
a revised 8.6% recorded in the 
previous quarter, it was still 
above market expectations of 
7.3% growth.

“Growth was led by services, 

but a key upside surprise came 
from manufacturing, which 
grew 9.2%,” Teresa John of 
Nirmal Bang Institutional Eq-
uities told AFP.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi called the figures a “her-
culean feat”, noting that it 
came despite “oil price shocks 
and supply chain issues”.

“Doomsayers were doomed 
and India bloomed.. .  yet 
again!” the premier said in a 
post on X.

Monday’s reading cements 
India as the world’s fastest 
growing major economy, and 
is a shot in the arm for Modi’s 
government, which has been 
grappling with political set-
backs and a series of delicate 
policy challenges.

Swiss man arrested over deadly 
rave shooting: police
AFP | Zurich, Switzerland

A 43-year-old Swiss man 
was arrested yesterday 

on “strong suspicion” of being 
behind a rare deadly gun at-
tack at a rave in Switzerland, 
police said.

Gunfire erupted in the ear-
ly hours of Sunday morning 
as an annual rave was wind-
ing down at the racecourse in 
Aarau, capital of Switzerland’s 
northern canton of Aargau.

The attack triggered an in-
ternational manhunt for the 
shooter, who left an Italian 
woman dead and wounded five 
others, some seriously.

“A 43-year-old Swiss man 
was apprehended shortly be-
fore 1:00 am Monday (2300 
GMT Sunday),” Aargau police 

said in a statement.
“The man was subsequently 

arrested on strong suspicion of 
having committed the crime.

“Investigations into the ex-
act sequence of events, the 
background, and the possible 
motive are currently under 
way.

“At this stage, it is believed 
a lone perpetrator was in-
volved.”

In a statement earlier Mon-
day, the cantonal police said 
that partygoers were prepar-
ing to go home when several 
shots were fired “at a group of 
people”.

A 22-year-old Italian woman 
was killed. “She died instantly, 
despite attempts to resuscitate 
her,” said the police, adding 
that five others were injured.

Swollen rivers, washed-out roads 
hamper Nepal rescue effort
AFP | Bidur, Nepal

Nepali rescue teams battled 
difficult terrain, an unpre-

dictable river and treacherous 
marshland yesterday, the sixth 
day in their search for survi-
vors and victims of devastating 
floods.

The catastrophic flooding has 
killed more than 900 people, 
while the number of people 
unaccounted for has also risen, 
reaching more than 4,793 on 
Monday.

"There are too many chal-
lenges," said E. Hawadi, a police 
officer coordinating rescue ef-
forts in the badly affected Nu-
wakot district.

"There are no roads, they 
have all been washed away, and 
many areas are just not accessi-
ble," he told AFP.

Floodwaters remained high 

in some areas. Elsewhere, the 
ground had turned into slushy 
mud, slowing movement and 
complicating operations.

"It is very difficult for my 
men. The area is still flooded, 
and elsewhere it is all marsh-
land," Hawadi said.

Entire communities have 
been swept away, leaving fam-
ilies homeless in heavy rain or 
sheltering in temporary facil-
ities.

Unidentified bodies are being 
buried in mass graves after DNA 
sampling.

Tribunal says India cannot withdraw 
from water treaty with Pakistan
AFp | The Hague, Netherlands

An international tribunal 
yesterday ordered India 

to “observe its obligations” un-
der a treaty with Pakistan on 
the sharing of the Indus and 
other rivers, which the New 
Delhi government sought to 
suspend.

It also made an order “pro-
hibiting” India from carrying 
out works at two hydro-elec-
tric projects that could breach 
the 1960 Indus Water Treaty.

The treaty governs the use 
of water from six rivers, whose 

headwaters originate in In-
dia but flow into Pakistan as 
part of the Indus basin -- a re-
source relied on by hundreds 
of millions. India said in May 
2025 that it was suspending its 
membership of the treaty after 
accusing Islamabad of backing 
a deadly attack on tourists on 
the Indian side of Kashmir. 
Pakistan denied the charges.

India immediately rejected 
the Permanent Court of Ar-
bitration’s ruling that it had 
no grounds to withdraw from 
the treaty. 

Turkey says regional defence 
pact not against any country

AFP | Istanbul, Turkey

Tu r ke y ' s  t o p  d i p l o m a t 
stressed yesterday the re-

gional defence pact with Paki-
stan and Saudi Arabia was not 
aimed at any particular country 
and open to others, including 
Egypt.

Foreign Minister Hakan Fi-
dan's remarks came after the 
first ministerial meeting of the 
Mecca Joint Defence Agree-
ment which commits Turkey, 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia to 
mutual defence in the event of 
any of them being attacked.

"This alliance is founded on 
international principles such as 
respect for the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of states and 
non-interference in their inter-
nal affairs," he told reporters 
in Istanbul after they met in an 
Ottoman-era palace.

"The alliance is not against 
any state and is open to all states 
in our region that adhere to 
these fundamental principles," 
he said of a pact inked against 
a backdrop of war between the 
US and Iran. It unites NATO's 
second-largest army, Turkey, 
with the Islamic world's only 

nuclear-armed state, Pakistan, 
and the leading Gulf power in 
Saudi Arabia.

The meeting came as Isra-
el on Monday said it signed a 
three-billion euro deal with 
Athens (almost $3.5 billion) 
to set up the "Achilles Shield" 
aerial defence system for 
Greece.Pakistan's Foreign Min-
ister Ishaq Dar and his Sau-
di counterpart Prince Faisal 
bin Farhan were also at the 
talks, alongside defence min-
isters from all three countries 
and their military chiefs of  
staff.

US vows to keep economic pressure on Iran as G20 finance talks begin
AFP | Asheville, United States

US Treasury Secretary Scott 
Bessent vowed yesterday 

to persist with economic pres-
sure on Iran, saying a turning 
point could be near as G20 fi-
nance leaders opened talks 
clouded by war and trade  

tensions.
“We are going to continue 

exerting pressure, and we’ve 
had very good discussions 
here already,” Bessent told re-
porters before starting meet-
ings with Group of 20 finance 
ministers and central bank  

governors.
He said a turning point in 

this US pressure campaign 
could come “within weeks or 
months,” adding that Iran’s 
economy need not collapse in 
the Middle East war to achieve  
this.

President Donald Trump’s ad-
ministration is working to rally 
G20 partners to ramp up eco-
nomic pressure on Iran during 
the talks in Asheville, North Car-
olina, through Tuesday -- amid 
a renewed exchange of fire with 
Tehran.


