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HISTORY
Justinian I becomes the sole rul-
er of the Byzantine Empire after 
the death of his uncle Justin I

Results of the Domesday inquiry present-
ed to William the Conqueror in Salisbury 

(the date of compilation and the Great 
Domesday are historically contestable)

English chemist Jo-
seph Priestley discov-
ers oxygen by isolating 
it in its gaseous state

Slavery Abolition 
Act 1833 comes into 

effect, abolishes 
slavery throughout 
the British Empire
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#Cambodia has be-
came the 10th coun-

try globally—and the 2nd 
in the Western Pacific 
Region—to join the @
WHO Special  Initia-
tive for Mental Health 
(SIMH).

@DrTedros

In a boost to our efforts 
to provide next-gen-

eration infrastructure,  4 
major rail projects worth 
over Rs. 11,100 crore 
have been approved by 
the Cabinet. These pro-
jects will benefit people 
of Maharashtra, Madhya 
P ra d e s h ,  We st  B e n -
gal, Bihar, Odisha, and 
Jharkhand.l

@narendramodi

Met yesterday with 
Egyptian Foreign 

Minister Abdelatty to 
discuss Egypt’s important 
efforts to promote region-
al peace and security. I 
thanked Egypt for its me-
diation role in Gaza and 
its support for ending the 
conflict in Sudan.

@SecRubio

Great pleasure meet-
ing our first-ever @

UN Global Advocate for 
Peace Maryam Bukar 
Hassan this week.Every-
where we look, peace is 
under attack. We need 
strong voices like @Al-
han_islam ’s to champi-
on the cause of peace for 
everyone, everywhere.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u Russian President Vladimir 
Putin yesterday put his signature to 
a law that fines internet users who 
search for web pages, books, artwork 
or music albums that authorities deem 
“extremist”. The law, slammed by 
critics as another dangerous attack on 
freedom of thought and expression 
in Russia, introduces fines of up to 
5,000 rubles ($64) on anyone found to have 
deliberately searched for, or gained access 
to, material listed as “extremist materials”. 
More than 5,000 entries are on the official 
list, including songs praising Ukraine, blog 
posts by feminist rock band Pussy Riot and 
websites critical of Putin.

u The opposition leader in Pakistan’s parliament was among more than 
100 people convicted yesterday over nationwide protests in support of Imran 
Khan in 2023, his party said. A statement from Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 

party (PTI) said six members of parliament, a senator, 
and a provincial MP, were given 10-year sentences, a 
week after several others were also convicted. Among 
them was Omar Ayub Khan, the opposition leader in the 
National Assembly, who did not attend the protests. He 
was convicted at an anti-terrorism court in the eastern 
city of Faisalabad of abetting violence and conspiring to 
incite riots and arson. “We are going to challenge this in 

the upper court,” PTI chairman Gohar Ali Khan told reporters. “Such verdicts are 
bad for democracy and the country altogether.”

u Lebanese President Joseph Aoun said yesterday that his country was 
determined to disarm Hezbollah, a step it has come under heavy US pressure to 
take, with the Iran-backed group insisting that doing so would serve Israeli goals. 
Hezbollah and Israel recently fought an all-out war that left the militant group 
badly weakened, though it retains part of its arsenal. 
Israel has kept up its air strikes in Lebanon despite a 
November ceasefire, and has threatened to continue 
until the group has been disarmed. In a speech on 
Thursday, Aoun said Beirut was demanding “the 
extension of the Lebanese state’s authority over all 
its territory, the removal of weapons from all armed 
groups including Hezbollah and their handover to the 
Lebanese army”. He added it was every politician’s 
duty “to seize this historic opportunity and push 
without hesitation towards affirming the army 
and security forces’ monopoly on weapons over all 
Lebanese territory... in order to regain the world’s 
confidence”. Under the November ceasefire, Hezbollah was to withdraw its 
fighters north of the Litani river, about 30 kilometres (20 miles) from the Israeli 
border. 
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online searches for 
‘extremist’ content

Last week more than 70 
Israeli lawmakers, including 
some in Prime Minister Ben-

jamin Netanyahu’s right-wing 
coalition, passed a motion 
urging the government to 

impose sovereignty over the 
occupied West Bank.

KNOW WHAT

Trump blasts 
India, Russia 
as ‘dead 
economies’
Washington, United States

President Donald Trump 
labeled Russia and US 

ally India “dead economies,” 
indicating that his threat to 
ramp up tariffs on New Del-
hi will now go ahead.

In a social media post sent 
at midnight Wednesday, 
Trump said “I don’t care 
what India does with Rus-
sia. They can take their dead 
economies down together, 
for all I care.”

“We have done very little 
business with India, their 
Tariffs are too high, among 
the highest in the World. 
Likewise, Russia and the 
USA do almost no business 
together. Let’s keep it that 
way,” he added.

The statement on Truth 
Social followed Trump’s 
announcement Wednes-
day that India will face 25 
percent tariffs, while also 
announcing an unspecified 
“penalty” over New Delhi’s 
purchases of Russian weap-
ons and energy.

Trump, 79, said the tariffs 
would kick in on Friday.

He gave no indication in 
either announcement about 
what penalties would be im-
posed for India’s continued 
trade with Russia, which 
is under massive US and 
Western sanctions over its 
invasion of Ukraine.

23 injured 
in Saudi 
amusement 
park accident: 
reports

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

At least 23 people were 
injured when a fair-

ground attraction in Saudi 
Arabia snapped mid-ride, 
sending its full carousel 
plunging to the ground, me-
dia reported yesterday. 

Footage circulating online 
showed the "360 Degrees" 
ride breaking in half, with 
the circular carousel crash-
ing down from a height of 
several metres.

The Saudi- owned Al 
Arabiya TV channel report-
ed 23 injured, four of them 
seriously, in the accident on 
Wednesday.

The amusement park in 
Taif, southwest Saudi Ara-
bia, has been closed and an 
investigation is underway, 
Al Arabiya added.

Lightning megaflash of 829 
kilometres sets new world record

Geneva, Switzerland

A new world record for the 
longest distance light-

ning flash was declared on 
Thursday -- a megaflash that 
stretched for 829 kilometres 
(515 miles) across the Unit-
ed States. The huge flash oc-
curred on October 22, 2017, 
from eastern Texas to near 
Kansas City, the World Mete-
orological Organization said.

The United Nations’ WMO 
weather agency said the meg-
aflash underlined the epic 
power of lightning -- and how 
flashes can pose dangers far 
from the original storm.

The previous record, also 

observed in the United States, 
happened on April 29, 2020 
between Mississippi and Tex-
as, with a lightning flash of 768 
kilometres. It was certified as a 
record in 2022.

Both the previous and new 
records have a margin of er-
ror of plus or minus eight 
kilometres. The 2017 storm 
produced several huge flash-
es. Three were analysed and 
were enough to formulate a 
ground-breaking definition of 
megaflash lightning.

Going back and re-examin-
ing the data from the landmark 
storm led to the discovery of a 
hitherto overlooked megaflash 
that was bigger than the one 
in 2020.

Indian court acquits ex-MP, six others accused of deadly bombing
AFP | Mumbai, India

An Indian court yesterday 
acquitted a Hindunun and 

former lawmaker, and six others 
accused of participating in a 
deadly bombing near a mosque 
in 2008.

The attack killed six people 
and wounded more than 100 
others when a bomb strapped to 
a motorcycle exploded close to 
the mosque in Malegaon in the 
western state of Maharashtra.

Seven people were tried on 

terrorism and criminal conspir-
acy charges, including former 
MP from the ruling Bharatiya 

Janata Party (BJP) Sadhvi Prag-
ya Thakur, in a case that dragged 
on for years.

The prosecution claimed 
Thakur’s motorbike was used 
to carry the explosives used in 
the attack, and that she took 
part in a key planning meeting 
before it was staged.

However, Judge AK Lahoti 
ruled Thursday that the pros-
ecution failed to provide suffi-
cient evidence against Thakur 
and the six others.

“Judgements cannot be based 

on morals and public percep-
tion,” Lahoti said, according to 
Indian legal website Live Law.

Defence lawyer Ranjit Nair 
said the judge noted that the 
prosecution could not “present 
any proof against the accused”.

During the trial, India’s coun-
ter-terrorism unit said the 2008 
bombing was orchestrated to 
incite communal tensions, local 
media reported.

Thakur, 55, spent nine years 
in jail before she was given bail 
in 2017.

Trump's envoy arrives in Israel 
as Gaza criticism mounts

 Israeli forces opened fire on a crowd attempting to block an aid convoy

• Witkoff to discuss 
humanitarian aid and 
the "next steps"

• Israel is under 
mounting international 
pressure to agree 
a ceasefire

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

US President Donald Trump's 
Middle East envoy Steve 
Witkoff arrived in Israel 

yesterday to discuss ways to end 
the crisis in Gaza, where nearly 
22 months of grinding war and 
dire shortages of food have drawn 
mounting international criticism.

Gaza's civil defence agency 
reported dozens of Palestini-
ans killed late Wednesday when 

Israeli forces opened fire on a 
crowd attempting to block an aid 
convoy -- the latest in a spate of 
near-daily incidents of desperate 
aid seekers being shot.

The Israeli military confirmed 
having fired "warning shots" 
as Gazans gathered around aid 
trucks, but said it had no knowl-
edge of casualties in the incident. 
An AFP correspondent saw the 
bullet-riddled corpses of Pales-
tinians in Gaza's Al-Shifa hospital.

Jameel Ashour, who lost a rel-
ative in the shooting, told AFP 
at the overflowing morgue that 
Israeli troops opened fire after a 
crowd surged towards the convoy.

"When people saw thieves 
stealing and dropping food, the 
hungry crowd rushed in hopes of 
getting some," he said.

With talks for a ceasefire and 
hostage release deal at an im-
passe, Witkoff met Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu to dis-

cuss humanitarian aid and the 
"next steps" on Gaza.

He may also visit a US-backed 
humanitarian group distributing 
food in Gaza, according to Israeli 
reports. Footage released by Net-
anyahu's office showed the Israeli 
leader smiling warmly and greet-
ing a cheery Witkoff in his office.

Witkoff has been the top US 
representative in the indirect Is-
rael-Hamas talks, but discussions 
broke down last week when Israel 
and the United States recalled 
their delegations from Doha.

Israel is under mounting in-
ternational pressure to agree a 
ceasefire and allow the world to 
flood a hungry Gaza with food, 
with Canada the latest Western 
country to announce plans to rec-
ognise a Palestinian state.

Trump criticised Canada's de-
cision and, in a post on his Truth 
Social network, placed the blame 
for the ongoing conflict squarely 

on Hamas.
"The fastest way to end the 

Humanitarian Crises in Gaza is 
for Hamas to SURRENDER AND 
RELEASE THE HOSTAGES!!!" he 
declared.

Germany says Israel 'increasingly in 
the minority' on Palestinian issue

AFP | Berlin, Germany

Germany's foreign minister 
said yesterday that Israel 

was increasingly isolated diplo-
matically over the humanitarian 
crisis in Gaza and the push by 
some countries to recognise a 
Palestinian state.

Johann Wadephul said in a 
statement before heading to Is-
rael that the recent UN confer-

ence on a two-state solution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
-- boycotted by the US and Israel 
-- showed that "Israel is finding 
itself increasingly in the minor-
ity".

Wadephul repeated Berlin's 
position that "the recognition of 
a Palestinian state should come 
at the end of the process" of ne-
gotiations.

He did however sharpen his 

tone slightly by insisting that 
"this process must begin now" 
and that "Germany will also 
be forced to react to unilateral 
moves".

He said that airlifts -- which 
Germany will take part in in 
coming days -- were one way of 
delivering aid but that they "can-
not replace" deliveries by land.

"Only overland can aid reach 
the population in the necessary 

quantities," he said, adding that 
Germany was working to re-es-
tablish the land route "urgently".

Wadephul is expected to meet 
his Israeli counterpart Gideon 
Saar and President Isaac Herzog 
on the trip to Israel, as well as 
Netanyahu.

He will also travel to the 
West Bank to meet Palestinian 
Authority president Mahmud  
Abbas.

 An injured boy reacts as he sits on the ground by other men who were all wounded while previously queueing for aid, at Nasser Medical Complex in Khan Yunis in the 
southern Gaza Strip

US to refuse visas to Palestinian Authority officials
AFP | Washington, United States

Washington said yesterday 
it would deny visas to 

Palestinian Authority officials 
and sharply criticized the body 
which governs parts of the Is-
raeli-occupied West Bank, just 
as multiple US allies move to 
recognize Palestinian statehood.

The State Department did not 
specify who was being targeted, 
only saying it would deny visas 
to "members" of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization (PLO) 
and "officials" from the Pales-
tinian Authority (PA).

The organizations are "tak-
ing actions to internationalize 
its conflict with Israel such as 
through the International Crim-
inal Court (ICC) and Interna-

tional Court of Justice (ICJ)," 
the State Department said in a 

statement.
It also accused the groups of 

"continuing to support terror-
ism including incitement and 
glorification of violence," and of 
"providing payments and ben-
efits in support of terrorism to 
Palestinian terrorists and their 
families."

Israel's Foreign Minister 
Gideon Saar welcomed the US 
sanctions, saying the gesture 
displayed "moral clarity."

The measures against the PA, 
whose leader Mahmud Abbas 
has been widely recognized for 
years as a key partner in efforts 
to resolve the conflict, come as 
growing numbers of countries 
consider recognizing a Pales-
tinian state.

Canada and France are among 
the latest nations to announce 
they will grant recognition.

President Mahmud Abbas (L) meeting with the Mufti of Jerusalem Mohamed 
Ahmed Hussein, in Ramallah

US, allies accuse Iran of covert overseas 'kill, kidnap' policy
Washington, United States

The United States and more 
than a dozen of its allies on 
Thursday accused Iran of at-
tempting to kill or kidnap peo-
ple in Western countries, in-
cluding dissidents, journalists 
and officials.

"We are united in our oppo-
sition to the attempts of Irani-
an intelligence services to kill, 
kidnap, and harass people in 

Europe and North America in 
clear violation of our sovereign-
ty," the countries said in a joint 
statement.

"These services are increas-
ingly collaborating with inter-
national criminal organizations 
to target journalists, dissidents, 
Jewish citizens, and current and 
former officials in Europe and 
North America.   This is unac-
ceptable," the statement said.

A UK parliamentary commit-

tee earlier this month blamed 
Iran for at least 15 attempts to 
kill or kidnap British-based in-
dividuals since 2022.

Dutch intelligence mean-
while accused Tehran of staging 
a 2024 assassination attempt on 
an Iranian living in that country. 
The plot was thwarted when po-
lice intervened and arrested two 
suspects. One of the two people 
detained was also suspected of 
involvement in attempting to 

kill Spanish right-wing politi-
cian Alejo Vidal-Quadras, a sup-
porter of the Iranian opposition 
who was shot in Madrid the 
same year.

And the US Justice Depart-
ment announced the indictment 
in 2023 of three members of a 
European criminal gang who 
allegedly undertook a Teh-
ran-backed plot to assassinate 
a dissident Iranian-American 
journalist.

Sadhvi Pragya Thakur,

Top US military, 
presidential 
hospital locked 
down in gun scare
Washington, United States

The Walter Reed hospi-
tal outside Washington, 

which treats military per-
sonnel and US presidents, 
was briefly locked down 
Thursday after reports of 
an active shooter.

The emergency ended 
after authorities made an 
arrest of an individual who 
turned out to be carrying an 
imitation firearm, the po-
lice in Montgomery County, 
Maryland, where the facili-
ty is located, said on social 
media. Earlier, the Navy 
unit running the complex 
announced that “security 
is responding to reports of 
a potential active shooter” 
and said “the installation 
remains on lockdown.”

The sprawling Walter 
Reed Medical Facility treats 
wounded military person-
nel and houses a hospital 
dedicated to treating US 
presidents and conducting 
their annual check-ups.

Seals sing ‘otherworldly’ 
nursery rhymes like songs
AFP | Paris, France

When male leopard 
seals dive down into 
icy Antarctic waters, 

they sing songs structured like 
nursery rhymes in performanc-
es that can last up to 13 hours, 
scientists said Thursday.

The Australian-led team of 
researchers compared the com-
plexity of the songs composed 
by the big blubbery mammals 
to those of other animals -- as 
well as human musicians like 
the Beatles and Mozart.

Lucinda Chambers, a bio-
acoustics PhD student at Aus-
tralia’s University of New South 
Wales, told AFP that people are 
often surprised when they hear 
the “otherworldly” hoots and 
trills sung by leopard seals.

“It kind of sounds like sound 
effects from an ‘80s sci-fi” mov-
ie, said the lead author of a new 

study in the journal Scientific 
Reports.

During the spring breeding 
season, male leopard seals dive 
underwater and perform their 
songs for two minutes before 
returning to the surface for air. 
They then repeat this perfor-
mance for up to 13 hours a day, 
according to the study.

The researchers determined 
that all leopard seals share the 
same set of five “notes” which 
are impossible to distinguish 

between individuals.
However each seal arranges 

these notes in a unique way to 
compose their own personal 
song.

“We theorise that they’re that 
structure as a way to broadcast 
their individual identity, kind 
of like shouting their name out 
into the void,” Chambers said.

The researchers believe the 
males use these songs to woo 
potential female mates -- and 
ward off rivals.
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