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Trump’s envoy arrives in Israel as Gaza criticism mounts1
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Bon voyage!

NASA astronaut and mission commander Zena Cardman waves to family 
members before heading to the launch pad at the Kennedy Space Center 
in Cape Canaveral, Florida. NASA’s SpaceX Crew-11 members are Mission 
Specialist Kimiya Yui from JAXA (Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency), 
Commander NASA astronaut Zena Cardman, Mission Specialist Oleg Platonov 
of Roscosmos and Pilot NASA astronaut Mike Fincke. (AFP)
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SUPPORT 
Strengthened

Bahrain, Palestine reaffirm rights, cooperation

• Bahrain 
reaffirms support to 
Palestinian cause

• Security 
collaboration discussed

• Gaza aid 
efforts praised

TDT| Manama

Hi s  Roya l  H i g h n e s s 
Prince  Salman bin 
Hamad Al Khalifa, the 

Crown Prince and Prime Min-
ister, met with His Excellency 
Ziad Mahmoud Hab Al-Reeh, 
the Minister of Interior of the 
State of Palestine and an accom-
panying delegation, at Riffa Pal-
ace yesterday.

His Royal Highness affirmed 
that the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people are deeply 
rooted in the hearts of all Arabs, 
emphasising the importance of 
unified international efforts to 
realise and uphold those rights.

HRH Prince Salman bin Ham-
ad highlighted the longstanding 
ties between Bahrain and Pales-

tine as well as the multisectoral 
collaboration, supported by His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa and His Excellency 
Mahmoud Abbas, the President 
of Palestine.

Greetings
HE Ziad Mahmoud Hab 

Al-Reeh conveyed to HM the 
King and HRH Prince Salman 
bin Hamad the greetings of HE 
Mahmoud Abbas, and expressed 
his wishes for continued pro-
gress and success for the King-
dom of Bahrain.

His Royal Highness extend-
ed the greetings of His Majesty 

King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, as 
well as his own, to His Excellen-
cy President Mahmoud Abbas, 
along with wishes for prosperity 
and stability for Palestine.

His Royal Highness reiterat-
ed the Kingdom’s firm stance 
in supporting the Palestinian 
cause aimed at achieving a just 
and lasting solution guarantee-
ing the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people.

De-escalation
HRH Prince Salman bin Ham-

ad also emphasised the impor-
tance of de-escalation, protect-
ing civilians and the release of 

hostages.
His Royal Highness reiterated 

the need for continued human-
itarian aid delivery to Gaza and 
commended the efforts of allied 
countries in this regard.

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa 
also welcomed the shared com-
mitment between the two coun-
tries to advancing cooperation 
across various sectors, including 
security collaboration.

Issues
During the meeting, other 

issues of mutual interest and 
avenues to further strengthen 

cooperation were discussed.
For his part, His Excellency 

Ziad Mahmoud Hab Al-Reeh 
expressed his gratitude for His 
Royal Highness’s commitment 
to advancing bilateral relations 
and for the warm welcome he 
had received during his visit to 
the Kingdom.

His Excellency General Shai-
kh Rashid bin Abdulla Al Khal-
ifa, the Minister of Interior, and 
several senior officials, also at-
tended the meeting.

HRH Prince Salman receives H.E. Ziad Mahmoud Hab Al-Reeh and an accompanying delegation

KNOW WHAT

Bahrain was one of the 
first Gulf countries to 
officially establish a 

Palestinian diplomatic 
mission, underscoring 

its longstanding political 
and humanitarian sup-
port for the Palestinian 

cause.

Russia, US agree to extend
ISS cooperation until 2028
AFP | Moscow

The head of Russia’s space 
agency Roscosmos said yes-

terday that he had agreed with 
his NASA counterpart during 
talks in the US to extend the 
International Space Station’s 
(ISS) operation until 2028.

Space is one of the final areas 
of US-Russia cooperation amid 
an almost complete breakdown 
in relations between Moscow 
and Washington over the 
Ukraine conflict.

Roscosmos said earlier this 
week that its chief, Dmitry 
Bakanov, arrived in the US for 
talks with NASA’s acting admin-

istrator Sean Duffy, the first 
such meeting since 2018.

Dialogue
“The dialogue went well. We 

agreed that we will operate the 
ISS until 2028... And we will 
work on the issue of de-orbit-
ing it until 2030,” Bakanov was 
quoted as saying by the TASS 
news agency.

Bakanov was also due to meet 
the NASA’s Crew-11 mission 
team, including Russian cos-
monaut Oleg Platonov, ahead of 
the launch aboard the SpaceX’s 
Crew Dragon spacecraft.

The ISS was set up by Russia, 
the US, Europe and Japan and 

assembly was started in 1998.

Work
It was meant to keep work-

ing until 2024, but the US Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) has said 
it could keep going until 2030.

As part of the slew of sanc-
tions imposed on Russia since 
its assault on Ukraine, many 
Western countries ceased part-
nerships with Roscosmos.

Russia’s space programme, 
which for decades has been a 
source of pride for the coun-
try, has been suffering for years 
from a chronic lack of funding 
and corruption scandals.

Bahrain thanked 
by Saudi  Arabia
TDT | Manama

His Majesty King Hamad 
bin Isa Al Khalifa and 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, received 
cables of thanks from King 
Salman bin Abdulaziz Al 
Saud, the Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques, in re-
sponse to their cables of 
condolences, following the 
passing of His Royal High-
ness Prince Alwaleed bin 
Khalid bin Talal bin Abdu-
laziz Al Saud.

HRH Prince Salman also 
received a similar cable 
from His Royal Highness 
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, 
the Crown Prince and Prime 
Minister of Saudi Arabia.

GOSI warning 
over rising 
fake messages
TDT | Manama

The General Organiza-
tion for Social Insurance 

(GOSI) has issued a warning 
to all subscribers to exercise 
caution against fraudulent 
messages requesting person-
al information or updates via 
electronic links.

In a statement posted 
on its official Instagram 
account, the Authority 
stressed that it does not re-
quest personal data through 
messages or external links.


