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Spectacular structures of the Pearling Path project 
TDT | Manama 

Muharraq, the third-largest 
city of Bahrain and well 

known for its legacy, is getting 
its legend updated by world-re-
nowned architects with several 
new structures designed. 

The latest in this line and 
gained the attention of foreign 
press are the four spectacular 
car parks designed by Christian 
Kerez. 

The structures, 
part of a project re-
viving the past glo-
ry of Muharraq, are 
nearing their comple-
tion. 

The structures, ac-
cording to ArchDai-
ly, is not envisioned 
as just a car storage 
space but as a pub-
lic space featuring 
curved slabs forming 
a continuous transi-
tion from one level to the other, 
creating a constantly changing 
spatial experience.  

The structures are part of the 
Pearl Path project, which aims 
at creating public spaces to ac-

company the 
preservation 
and restora-
tion of  the 
built heritage 
of Muharraq. 

C h r i st i a n 
Kerez, in col-
l a b o r a t i o n 

with Arsenals Engineering, is 
materialising the project, which, 
according to Bahrain Authority 

for Culture and Antiquities, will 
provide city residents with free 
parking and paid parking for 
visitors.  

Each floor of the new parking 
lot has a different shape and de-
sign, giving each floor a distinct 
character. 

ArchDaily points out that the 
four structures follow the same 
concept, where slabs change 
from concave to convex,  touch-

ing each other and creating a 
continuous spatial transition.

The driving sequence beings 
with “a sculptural tube-like ex-
tension of the lowest point of the 
slab, followed by an opening in 
the corner of the following floor, 
and this spatial gesture is repeat-
ed on the subsequent floors.” 

A visitor centre, a pedestrian 
bridge, public spaces, a gateway 
to the path and redevelopment 
of the oldest market are also part 
of the Pearl Path project. 

Studio Anne Holtrop handles 
the restorations north of the 
pearling path and  Studio Gion-
ata Rize that on the south.  

Holtrop’s project is ongoing 
in collaboration with Mario 
Monotti, Restora SRL, Gaetano 
Arcobini, SGM, Ismail Khonji 
Engineering Consultants, and 
Madison Cox Landscape Archi-
tecture.

Siyadi and Murad complexes 
are the essential components 
of the northern section of the 
pearling path. Murad’s House 
will be rehabilitated into a guest 

house open to visitors to the city 
while preserving Murad’s Majlis 
as a family council. The facade of 
the Siyadi House will be devel-
oped to highlight the tradition-
al architecture and will remain 
inhabited by members of the 
Siyadi family. 

Anne Holtrop is also handling 
the construction of Kayseri Mar-
ket. 

Public squares of the path and 
pedestrian bridge are taken care 
of by Kirsten Gers Dabid and 
Severn Office.  The 3.5-kilometre 
trail connects many urban com-
ponents of the pearling path that 
winds through the narrow allies 
of the ancient Muharraq, private 
lighting elements, and 16 public 
spaces designed by Kirsten Gers. 

Valerio Olgiati is the archi-
tect of the visitor centre of the 
pearling path, which includes 
the ruins of the Yusef Ali Fakhro 
architecture, a historic building 
from the 1930s. The centre tar-
gets a wide segment of the public 
and will serve as a community 
centre.

Housing ministry cancelling 15 years 
deadline for structural modification!

TDT | Manama 

Housing beneficiaries in 
the Kingdom are to get 
more freedom on their 

units for making modifications 
and additions.   

Up for change are laws requir-
ing a 15 year waiting period for 
structural modifications and the 
need for signing a pledge accept-
ing responsibility for damages, 
amongst others. 
Al-Ayam, citing unnamed 

sources, reports that the discus-
sions are between the Ministry 
of Housing and the Ministry of 
Works, Municipality Affairs and 
Urban Planning and various mu-
nicipal councils. 

The move aims at amending 
the building permit regulations 
to allow housing beneficiaries to 
make physical changes without 
compromising the structural in-
tegrity of the building. 

The report says that the min-
istry is cancelling a 15-year 
waiting period for structural 
modifications after signing an 
agreement or issuing an owner-
ship certificate. 

Besides, housing beneficiaries 
could now add external struc-
tures without exceeding 10% of 
the total plot area to their units. 

They are free to build on the 
front border of the land, given 
the length of the facade and the 
roofed car parking together not 
exceed 40% of the property’s 
frontage. 

The height of the new con-
struction also should not go 
above the first floor and should 

match the facades of other units. 

No more damage responsibility 
pledge 

AlAyam report also says that 
the Ministry of Housing is  can-
celling the requirement for a 
beneficiary to sign a pledge of 
responsibility for damages that 
might occur to a house during a 
construction process. 

Instead, the ministry agreed to 
accept a proposal by the munic-
ipalities to commit to engineer-
ing drawing from an accredited 
engineering firm for construc-
tions that affect the facades and 
load-bearing walls and columns 
inside rooms. 

External doors overlooking car 
parks

The ministry also reportedly 
agreed to a proposal allowing 
housing beneficiaries to create 
an external door overlooking 
the car parks while rejecting a 
proposal allowing doors to open 
directly into corridors. 

A setback of 1.5 m
The ministry, the report says, 

agreed to a proposal regarding 
side and rear setbacks. The new 
decision allows adding facilities 
to the original unit from the side 
or rear after leaving at least 1.50 
metres, but through an accredit-
ed engineering firm. 

3-meter space in front 
The ministry also agreed to 

preserve the original front set-
back of housing units. However, 
it is now permissible to reduce 

the setback to 3 meters if the 
existing area is more than 3 me-
ters from the land border of the 
front overlooking the street or 
road. The ministry also clarified 
that upper projections above the 
ground floor are permissible up 
to a maximum of 1.20 meters, 
which requires necessary engi-
neering approvals. 

Take permits for constructions
The ministry called on ben-

eficiaries of housing units to 
adhere to the construction re-
quirements, stressing the need 
to obtain permits for expansion 
without harming the structural 
integrity of the housing units 
and the safety of the residents. 

The ministry said that it is 
keen to include all requirements 
necessary to ensure the quality 
of housing for citizens, which 
takes care of the possibility of 
expanding the units without 
violating their integrity or the 
general view of the projects. 

The constructions, the min-
istry said, should follow the 
latest building techniques and 
components while warning that 
unplanned and random changes 
will harm the quality of the cities 
and their general view. 

Expansion models ready for 
beneficiaries to choose from 

The ministry said that it had 
taken steps to ensure the right of 
the beneficiaries to expand them 
in a manner that guarantees the 
safety and quality of the units 
by providing them with several 
models of expansion at the time 

of handing over itself. 
“This will provide the benefi-

ciaries several options to expand 
their units by using the model 
that safely suits their needs, and 
not exceeding 30% of the hous-
ing unit area,” said the Al Ayam 
report.  

The housing ministry also said 
it had worked with the Works 
Ministry to amend regulatory re-
quirements for reconstructions. 

The ministry said it has 
worked in coordination with 
the Works Ministry to amend 
requirements for reconstruction 
in housing areas, including can-
celling the prohibition of con-
struction. 

“These amendments amid at 
giving beneficiaries the neces-
sary flexibility to expand their 
units according to their needs, 
without violating construction 
requirements,” the ministry said. 

Avoid wrong engineering 
practices

The ministry also shed light on 
the wrong engineering practices 
in housing units that led to de-
veloping cracks in the walls, cre-
ating water leaks, fires sparked 
by illegal electrical connections, 
and blockages in sewage and 
rainwater drainage networks. 

The ministry has earlier 
launched an awareness cam-
paign calling on beneficiaries of 
housing units to obtain neces-
sary permits before starting ex-
pansion and additions work on 
housing units, after considering 
architectural requirements, set-
back, height and building area. 

K e y  t a k e a w a y s

• Ministry cancelling 15 years waiting period for 
structural modification after signing an agreement 
or the issuance of ownership certificate.

• Allows construction of external 
majlis without exceeding 10% area of 
the total size of the land plot.

• To cancel the signing of a pledge accepting 
responsibility for damages to the house.

• Blueprints from an accredited 
engineering agency are essential for 
modifying the main structure. 

• Beneficiaries are allowed to create 
a door overlooking car parks.

• Construction of new structures is 
allowed after leaving a 1.5m setback.

• To allow adding balconies or overhead 
extension up to a maximum of 1.20 metres.

Pearling Path visitor centre by Valerio Olgiati Sovereign complex by Anne Holtrop Studio Bu Maher Castle visitor centre Pearling Path Publc squares

A rendering of car parks designed by Christian Kerez
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If the driver at fault is the 
one reporting the accident, 
then this will be accepted 
as an admission of fault. 

All parties must then head 
to the insurance company 
responsible for the vehicle 
of the driver at fault within 

48 hours
DR ZAKAREYA AHMED AL-KHAJAH, 

THE IGA ACTING CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND 
DEPUTY CE OF ELECTRONIC TRANSFOR-

MATION

Make sure to photograph 
the accident scene
• The services are 
available round-the-
clock and throughout 
the week.

(Continued from page 2)

Before leaving the accident 
scene, make sure to pho-

tograph the scene from four 
angles, showing the location of 
the accident and the involved 
vehicles. 

However, if the accident has 
resulted in injuries, report it 
to the General Directorate of 
Traffic. 

Dr Zakareya Ahmed Al-Kha-
jah, the iGA Acting Chief Exec-
utive and Deputy CE of Elec-
tronic Transformation, said, 
“if the affected driver reports 
the accident, then the other 
driver must admit fault by using 
the app or the national portal 
“bahrain.bh”.”

“If the driver at fault is the 
one reporting the accident, 
then this will be accepted as an 
admission of fault. All parties 
must then head to the insurance 
company responsible for the 
vehicle of the driver at fault 
within 48 hours,” he added. 

The services are available 
round-the-clock and through-
out the week. 

For those who are unable to 
view the new services on the 
eTraffic app, update to the lat-
est version of the app, or down-
load it from the eGovernment 
App Store bahrain.bh/apps.

The move is in line with the 
directives of Bahrain’s leaders 
and General Shaikh Rashid bin 
Abdulla Al Khalifa, the Interior 
Minister, to make all its services 
available online to save time 

and effort. 
The General Directorate of 

Traffic and the Bahrain Insur-
ance Association is providing 
the service jointly.

Murder trial: UK Court hears witness 
testimony from Bahrain via video link
TDT | Manama 

A Bahrain national, who is a 
witness in a murder trial 

ongoing in the United King-
dom, gave his testimony in the 
case via video conferencing. 

The testimony followed ap-
provals by the High Criminal 
Court, said Head of Interna-
tional Cooperation Section in 
the Attorney General’s Office. 

He said the UK judicial au-
thority sought the assistance of 
Bahrain to hear the statements 
of the Bahraini citizen via video 
conferencing. The Bahrain na-

tional is a witness in a murder 
trial of a Gulf national ongoing 
in Britain. 

The Office of International 
Cooperation and the British 
Embassy supported the pro-
cess. 

 The testimony, via video link, 
was head by the court in the 
presence of the accused, the 
Defence and Public Prosecu-
tion Authority.

 “Two people blocked our 
way with the intent of stealing 
as I was leaving a restaurant in 
London with my friend - the 

victim,” he told the court. 
“One of them stabbed my 

friend in his chest and contin-
ued until he fell,” he added. 

The witness had also suffered 
stab wounds while confronting 
the second aggressor. 

The remote judicial assis-
tance request came in line with 
Law No. (7) of 2020, which au-
thorises investigation through 
broadcast at all stages. 

It is also in line with the law 
that authorises modern tech-
nology in the collection of ver-
bal evidence.

NMS applauds commerce topper
TDT | Manama 

New Millennium School, 
Bahrain yesterday con-

gratulated Namitha Kiran of 
Grade 12 (2020-21) for becom-
ing the third topper in Com-
merce stream in all India Senior 
school Certificate Examina-
tion (AISSCE), conducted by the 

Central Board of Secondary Ed-
ucation, New Delhi. 

With an overall score of 
96.6%, Namitha bagged the 
third rank at the school level.

School Chairman Dr Ravi 
Pillai, Managing Director Gee-
tha Pillai, and Principal Arun 
Kuumar Sharma congratulated 
Namitha on the achievement. Namitha Kiran

Bahraini Calendar for 
new Hijri year 1443 AH 

Follows the “Al Zubarah and Bahrain” methodology
TDT | Manama 

An updated, more accu-
rate version of the Bah-
raini Calendar for the 

Hijri new year 1443, based on 
the “Al Zubarah and Bahrain” 
methodology, was launched 
yesterday. 

The Calendar, which follows 
the Sharia, scientific and astro-
nomical standards, is launched 
as per the directives of His 
Majesty King Hamad bin Isa 
Al Khalifa. 

“The “Al Zubarah and Bah-
rain Calendar” adopted in 
1783 AD accurately determines 
prayer times, religious occa-
sions and other events,” said 
Shaikh Abdul Rahman bin Mo-
hammed bin Rashid Al Khalifa, 
the Chairman of the Supreme 
Council for Islamic Affairs and 
the Chairman of the Supreme 
Committee for Bahraini Cal-
endar.  

Prominent scholar Abdul 
Rahman Al-Zawawi had set 
the “Al Zubarah and Bahrain 
Calendar.”

The Committee, with several 
religious scholars, astronomers, 
and specialists, worked tireless-
ly to enhance the accuracy of 
prayer timings and setting the 
Hijri months.

Explaining, he said, as per 
the Bahraini Calendar, “the real 
entry time for the Isha prayer 
occurs when the sun is at 18 de-
grees below the horizon, as per 
the methodology of the “Zuba-
rah and Bahrain Calendar.”

“Zubarah and Bahrain Calen-
dar” calculated the entry time 
for prayers astronomically in-
stead of the conventional meth-
od, which adds 90 minutes to 
the time of the Maghrib prayer 
throughout the year. 

“The time difference between 
the Isha prayer, according to 
the previously established 
standard, and the astronomi-

cal time method (i.e when the 
sun is below the horizon by 18 
degrees) will be at its most on 
the 21st of March and the 22nd 
of September, and will be 14 
minutes.” 

“The difference, on the first 
of Muharram 1443 AH, corre-
sponding to the 9th of August 
2021 AD, will be 7 minutes,” he 
said, adding that there will be 
no difference between the two 
timings from 8 – 29 June.

In the new version, the time 
of the Dhuhr prayer occurs 
when the sun crosses the Me-
ridian, unlike previously when 
the Merdian was at the centre 

of the sun disk. He pointed out 
that the time difference will 
be one minute to a maximum 
of two minutes from previous 
calculations.  

Shaikh Abdul Rahman said 
they followed Bahrain’s geo-
graphical circumferences for 
determining the prayer timings 
and also seasons  more accu-
rately. 

The Supreme Council for Is-
lamic Affairs and the Supreme 
Committee for Bahraini Cal-
endar, he said, is working on 
a campaign to introduce the 
new version with other official 
bodies.


