
THERE ARE ONLY TWO WAYS TO LIVE 
YOUR LIFE. ONE IS AS THOUGH NOTHING 
IS A MIRACLE. THE OTHER IS AS THOUGH 
EVERYTHING IS A MIRACLE.
ALBERT EINSTEIN
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Army of Protestant King William III 
of England defeats deposed Roman 
Catholic King James II in the Battle 
of the Boyne at Oldbridge, Ireland

Joint reading of Charles Darwin and 
Alfred Russel Wallace’s papers on evo-
lution to the Linnean Society renders 

audience awestruck and silent [1]

Battle of Gettysburg begins in 
Pennsylvania, Union forces halt 
Confederate General Robert E. 
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia

United Kingdom returns 
Hong Kong and the New 

Territories to People’s 
Republic of China
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#Sudan has declared 
a #cholera outbreak 

in West Kordofan state. 
As of 20 June 2026, the 
State Ministry of Health 
reported 838 suspected 
cholera cases, 7 con-
firmed cases and 117 
deaths. The outbreak 
is unfolding amid the 
continued disruption of 
health services caused 
by conflict.

@DrTedros

During a meeting with 
the National Security 

Advisor to the Prime Min-
ister of the United King-
dom, Jonathan Powell, 
we discussed continued 
support for Ukraine. We 
are grateful to the United 
Kingdom for its decision 
regarding a new support 
package worth nearly 
£290 million.

@ZelenskyyUa

BIG WIN: The United 
States Supreme Court 

just RULED AGAINST MEN 
PLAYING IN WOMEN’S 
SPORTS. Wow! That takes 
that ridiculous situation 
off the table!!!

@realDonaldTrump

Denmark is the first 
Member State to 

complete its NextGen-
erationEU plan. Your 
success is a signal for 
Europe. With €1.63 bil-
lion investment in clean 
transport, energy effi-
ciency and digital trans-
formation, Denmark is 
leading the way.

@vonderleyen

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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    India has more than 7,500 km 
of coastline and over 200 ports, 

including major and minor ports.   

 Jawaharlal Nehru Port is India’s 
largest container port. 

   Vizhinjam International Seaport 
is India’s first deep-water 

transshipment port capable of 
handling some of the world’s largest 

container ships. 

KNOW WHAT

W I D E  A N G L E

 JOEL INDRUPATI 

250 Years: The US Experiment

The question 
is not whether 

politicians claim 
the founders’ 

legacy, but 
whether they 
preserve the 

principles on 
which the republic 

is founded. 
Every generation 
inherits the same 

constitutional 
experiment. 

One of the best things I did last month, I suppose, was booking 
a walking tour.

While in Washington D.C., although for a different reason, 
I decided I would spend one full morning touring the U.S. Supreme 
Court, the Library of Congress, and, in particular, the Capitol building, 
including its crypt and the rotunda.

Thanks to Jobert, our main tour guide, I now have a clear insider’s 
view of the Capitol which is, arguably, the world’s most powerful 
government building.

Its grand and imposing neoclassical architecture, its role as the 
active legislative heart of a global superpower, and its function as a 
universal, globally-recognized, symbol of representative democracy, 
makes it unique.

Its construction began on Sep-
tember 18, 1793, when George 
Washington laid the cornerstone. 
Sadly, however, he did not live to 
see the opening of this awe-inspir-
ing building in the then-brand-
new city named after him.

Rebuilt after the British burned 
it down in 1814, the current, heav-
ily modified, Capitol building in-
corporates parts of the original 
structure. The earlier dome was 
wooden, while the current one is 
cast-iron. 

The birth of the United States, 
however, was not in Washington 
D.C. It was in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania.

When, 250 years ago, the Dec-
laration of Independence was 
signed on July 4, 1776, at the Penn-
sylvania State House—now known 
as Independence Hall—in Phil-
adelphia, not all 56 signatories 
were present, but they eventually 
signed.

The United States Constitution 
then came into force in 1789, and 
remains the world’s oldest written national constitution 
still in operation. The Bill of Rights, comprising the first ten 
amendments to the Constitution, was ratified by 1791 and still 
serves as a moral compass for law-makers.

While this constitution drew inspiration from earlier documents 
such as England’s Magna Carta of 1215, it broke new ground by creating 
a durable framework built on federalism, checks and balances, and an 
independent judiciary.

The nation’s founders deliberately turned to the ideals of the ancient 
Roman Republic when designing their new capital and its institutions. 
As the US Senate itself notes, they sought architecture that reflected 
the dignity of a republic in a world dominated by monarchies. The 
Capitol, with its sweeping columns and majestic dome, was intended 
to symbolize constitutional government and not imperial power.

History, however, offers a cautionary tale. Rome remained a repub-
lic for nearly five centuries before gradually giving way to empire. 
France, after its revolution, oscillated between republics, empires and 
monarchies before eventually settling into a stable republican system. 
Constitutions alone do not preserve democracies. Institutions endure 
only when citizens and leaders remain committed to them.

Dozens of countries have borrowed elements of the American con-
stitutional model showing us that ‘written constitution’ matters. But 
even more important are the ‘values’ it seeks to protect: the rule of 
law, the separation of powers, accountability, and government by the 
consent of the governed.

Whether today’s United States administration reflects the vision of 
the Founding Fathers depends largely on one’s interpretation of cur-
rent events. Some see a government adapting to twenty-first century 
realities. Others argue that expanding executive authority, growing 
bureaucracy, and increasing political polarization have taken the re-
public further from the founders’ original intent.

The question is not whether politicians claim the founders’ legacy, 
but whether they preserve the principles on which the republic is 
founded. Every generation inherits the same constitutional experiment. 
Every administration is merely its temporary steward.

As we concluded our tour, Jobert said something profound: “These 
buildings do not make the country great. It’s the people inside them.”

He was right. Marble columns, magnificent domes and historic cham-
bers cannot defend democracy on their own. That responsibility rests 
with the lawyers and judges who interpret the law, the senators and 
representatives who debate and legislate, the presidents who exercise 
restraint, and ultimately the citizens who hold them all to account.

Great republics are not sustained by architecture. They are sustained 
by character.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

Record number of 'new 
millionaires' in 2025

AFP | Zurich, Switzerland

Global personal wealth 
surged in 2025, with a 

record number of new mil-
lionaires, Swiss bank UBS 
said yesterday.

Last year saw nearly 
one million people world-
wide become US dollar 
millionaires -- the equiv-
alent of 2,600 people a day, 
according to the bank's esti-
mates.

The United States account-
ed for almost half of new 
millionaires in 2025, adding 
more than 440,000 individu-
als, followed by China, Japan, 
Germany, Britain and France, 
which each count more than 
two million millionaires in 
total.

Switzerland's biggest bank, 
which is among the world's 
largest wealth managers, pro-
duces the annual UBS Global 
Wealth Report, which assess-
es personal wealth trends.

It covers all financial and 
non-financial assets, primari-
ly property, minus debts, with 

asset v a l - ues con-
verted into dollars.

"The real story is one of 
continued expansion: more 
people moving up the wealth 
ladder," the report said.

"The gains... point to a 
world that kept building 
wealth, deepening its affluent 
population and extending a 
long-running upward trend."

UBS said that in 2025, global 
personal wealth rose by 10.8% 
in dollar terms, significant-
ly outpacing growth seen in 
2024 (4.6%) and 2023 (4.2%).

Wealth growth was strong-
est in Europe, the Middle 

E a st  a n d 
Africa, at 17.5% -- helped by a 
weaker dollar -- followed by 
the Americas at 8.5%. Asia-Pa-
cific recorded growth of  
5.9%.

Over half of global personal 
wealth remains concentrated 
in the United States and main-
land China combined.

Since 2020, South Korea 
has led growth in real average 
wealth per adult across the 56 
analysed markets, with gains 
above 50%. There have been 
increases above 25% in Cro-
atia, Norway, Latvia, Taiwan 
and Bulgaria.

End of the line for 
Finland's analogue 
phone network
AFP | Helsinki, Finland

Fi n l a n d  o n  Tu e s d ay 
pulled the plug on an-

alogue landline phone calls 
after almost 150 years, the 
latest country to push for-
ward in a global transition 
towards digital infrastruc-
ture.

Estonia, the Netherlands, 
Norway and Spain have al-
ready made the jump, as 
countries across the world 
roll out fibre optic cable that 
can handle both internet 
services and voice calls.

Finland's fixed-line net-
work began operating in the 
1880s, but like everywhere 
else the digital revolution 
has swallowed up the old 
technology based on copper 
wires.

And the Nordic country, 
home of mobile phone pio-
neer Nokia, has seen the use 
of landline phones gobbled 
up by mobile technology.

Elisa, the country's last 
major  te lecom opera-
tor with a fixed-line cop-
per-wire network, marked 
the end of its service with 
a call between the firm's 
CEO Topi Manner and Jark-
ko Saarimaki, head of the 
country's communication 
and transport agency.

UK to spend 'record' £300 bn on 
defence over next four years: PM
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Outgoing UK Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer announced 

Tuesday that Britain would 
spend almost £300 billion ($397 
billion) over the next four years 
to modernise its armed forces 
amid rising threats.

Starmer, expected to leave 
office next month after losing 
the support of Labour MPs, an-
nounced that the overall defence 
budget would increase by £15 
billion over the next four years 
to almost £300 billion, as he 
launched his long-awaited 10-
year Defence Investment Plan.

"Last year I made the decision 
in the national interest to repri-
oritise aid spending towards de-

fence and achieved the biggest 
uplift in defence spending since 
the end of the Cold War," Starm-
er said in a speech.

Poland will not 
send MiG-29 fighter 
aircraft to Ukraine: 
minister
AFP | Warsaw, Poland

Warsaw and Kyiv have 
failed to reach an 

agreement on a swap of 
Polish MiG-29 fighter air-
craft for Ukrainian drone 
technologies, Polish de-
fence minister Wladyslaw 
Kosiniak-Kamysz said.

Poland, which already 
supplied Ukraine with a 
large share of its MiG-29s 
immediately after the start 
of the Russian invasion in 
2022, still has around a doz-
en such Soviet-era aircraft, 
according to media reports.

Amid a backdrop of weeks 
of diplomatic tensions over 
WWII-era massacres be-
tween the two neighbour 
allies, Kosiniak-Kamysz at-
tributed the failure to reach 
an agreement to Ukraine.

Myanmar denies 
ASEAN request for 
Suu Kyi meeting
AFP | Naypyidaw, Myanmar

Myanmar's authorities 
have denied a request 

for ASEAN's special envoy 
to meet its deposed and de-
tained democratic leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi, an ad-
ministration spokeswoman 
said Tuesday.

The military plunged My-
anmar into civil war in 2021 
when it staged a coup oust-
ing the Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate and ending a dec-
ade-long experiment with 
democracy.

Russia says shot down over 400 Ukrainian 
drones, baby killed outside Moscow
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russia on Tuesday said it 
shot down 419 Ukrainian 

drones over the country over-
night, including in the Mos-
cow region, where authorities 
said a six-month-old baby was  
killed.

Kyiv has stepped up its long-
range drone strike campaign 
against Russia in recent months, 
as Moscow’s full-scale offen-
sive against Ukraine drags on 
for almost four-and-a-half  
years.

Ukraini n President Volod-
ymyr Zelensky said his forces 
struck a satellite communica-
tions site in the Moscow region 
for the second time in a week.

Air defence systems “in-
tercepted and destroyed 419 
Ukrainian fixed-wing un-
manned aerial vehicles” around 
the country, Moscow’s defence 
ministry posted on the state-run 
Max platform.

The governor of the Moscow 
region, Andrei Vorobyov, later 
said that drones had hit the vil-
lage of Yevgoryevsk, south-west 
of Moscow, hitting a “private 
house.” “Unfortunately, a six-
month old baby died on the way 
to hospital,” he said on Tele-
gram.

Moscow Mayor Sergei Sob-
yanin said earlier that air de-
fence had shot down 61 “ene-
my drones” on the capital since 
Monday evening.

This aerial view shows buildings destroyed following twin earthquakes in Caraballeda, La Guaira State, Venezuela

Over 58,000 buildings likely damaged or 
destroyed in Venezuela: satellite data

AFP | Washington, United 
States

The powerful twin earth-
quakes that struck Ven-

ezuela last week damaged or 
destroyed more than 58,000 
buildings, according to a pre-
liminary assessment of satel-

lite data published by US space 
agency NASA.

Some 1,700 people were 
killed and thousands remain 
missing following the quakes 
of magnitude 7.2 and 7.5 -- 
the strongest to hit the South 
American nation in more than 
a century. "Approximate-

ly 58,870 buildings were likely 
damaged or destroyed across 
the affected region" based on 
satellite radar data gathered 
on June 25, the day after the 
earthquakes, according to re-
searchers Corey Scher and 
Jamon Van Den Hoek of Ore-
gon State University.

Adani to sell stake in India 
port to MSC for $1.4 bn
AFP | Mumbai, India

Indian conglomerate Adani 
Group said yesterday that 

Europe’s MSC will buy a 49% 
stake in its deep-water trans-
shipment port in southern In-
dia for $1.4 billion.

The purchase by Switzer-
land-based MSC, the world’s 
largest container shipping com-
pany, represents the “single 
largest foreign private invest-
ment in Indian port infrastruc-
ture”, Adani said in a statement.

The agreement comes as In-
dia seeks to develop a network 
of major seaports and reduce its 
dependence on regional trans-
shipment hubs such as Singa-
pore and Colombo by handling 
a greater share of cargo domes-
tically.

The Adani Group said MSC 
would buy the stake in Adani 

Vizhinjam Port Private Limited, 
which operates the Vizhinjam 
International Seaport in the 
southern state of Kerala.

India’s much-delayed bullet 
train project picks up speed

AFP | New Delhi, India

India is finally on track to open 
a section of its long-delayed 

first high-speed bullet train line 
in 2027, railway ministry offi-
cials say, almost a decade after 
work began.

New Delhi hopes what it calls 
“a major milestone in India’s 
railway modernisation efforts” 
will serve as a springboard for a 
wider national electrified high-
speed rail network.

“The knowledge, skills 
and capabilities devel-
oped through the 
p r o j e c t  a r e 
expected to 
support fu-
ture high-
s p e e d 
rail cor-
r i d o r s 
across 
t h e 
c o u n -
t r y , ” 
t h e 
govern-
m e n t ’ s 

plan reads.
The first 508-kilometre (315-

mile) line is being built along 
its west coast, the Mumbai–
Ahmedabad High Speed Rail 
Corridor.

“A considerable amount of 
work on the entire corridor has 
already been completed,” Dhar-
mendra Tewari, Indian Rail-
ways additional director 
general, told AFP.

“The first 
sec-

tion of the bullet train will be 
operational in 2027, between 
the cities of Surat and Vapi,” 
he added.

Surat, the global diamond 
cutting centre, and Vapi, known 
for its chemical and manufac-
turing industries, are about 100 
kilometres apart.

The project has been a long 
time coming, mired in 

cost overruns and 
delays.

Ultra-wealthy Chinese exile in New York sentenced to 30 years for fraud
AFP | New York, United States

Exiled Chinese entrepreneur 
Guo Wengui, convicted of 

defrauding thousands of peo-
ple of more than $1 billion, was 
sentenced Monday to 30 years 
in prison by a federal court in 
New York, US media reported.

In July 2024, a jury unani-

mously found him guilty of 
fraud and various securities of-
fenses, wire fraud and money 
laundering.

Also known as Ho Wan Kwok 
and Miles Guo, he was accused 
of leveraging his online notori-
ety since 2018 to persuade thou-
sands of people to invest in his 
companies or projects, which 

promised lucrative returns or 
luxury services but allegedly 
mainly served to fund his lavish 
lifestyle, according to US au-
thorities.

The billionaire businessman, 
in his fifties -- his exact age is 
unknown -- was arrested by the 
FBI in March 2023 in his luxury 
Manhattan apartment overlook-

ing Central Park.
His former associate Yvette 

Wang was sentenced last year 
to 10 years in prison for her role 
in the scheme.

Guo Wengui, who made his 
fortune in real estate, moved to 
the United States in 2015, flee-
ing China, where he was target-
ed by an Interpol red notice for 
financial fraud -- accusations 
he denies.

Doha peace 
talks begin

US envoys Witkoff, Kushner meeting mediators
AFP | Doha, Qatar

US envoys were meeting 
with Qatari mediators on 
Tuesday, the Gulf state's 

foreign ministry spokesman 
said, after Washington said it 
was sending a negotiating team.

"Mr. Steve Witkoff and Mr. 
Jared Kushner are here in Doha 
to meet with mediators, with 
Qatari officials, and the talks 
will be around all regional is-
sues," foreign ministry spokes-
man Majed Al Ansari said.

Talks with the envoys would 
include discussions on Iran but 
also other topics including Leb-
anon, the spokesman said.

"They are not here for their 
negotiations with the Iranians," 
he added.

Both the US and Iran had said 
they would send officials for 
meetings in Qatar to discuss a 
memorandum of understanding 
agreed between the two sides 

aimed at ending the Middle 
East war, which broke out on 
February 28 with US-Israeli 
strikes on Iran.

Ansari clarified that no 
high-level meetings or direct 
talks between the United States 
and Iran were planned in Doha.

"To the best of my knowl-
edge, there are no direct meet-
ings scheduled between the 
two parties in the coming days," 
he said.

He explained t h a t 
a n  I r a n i - a n 
" t e c h n i c a l del-
egation trav- e l s 
to and from 
Doha based 
o n  t h e  p ro -
gress of nego-
tiations. There 
is currently no 
high-level del-
egation pres-
ent".

T h e  s o -

called technical talks, negoti-
ations between lower-ranking 
officials on details, included 
"tracks on the nuclear side... a 
track on the economic and state 
performance issue" as well as 
security, the spokesman said.

Qatar had previously refused 
to enter into mediation under 
Iranian fire as Tehran launched 
an unprecedented aerial bom-
bardment against Gulf states 
in retaliation for the US-Israeli 
strikes.

However, the Gulf emirate 
has played an active role in ne-
go- tiations in recent 

weeks after an 
i n t i a l  A p r i l 
ceasefire was 

brokered by 
Pakistan.


