
His Majesty King Ham-
ad bin Isa Al Khalifa, 
Supreme Commander 

of the Bahrain Defence Force, 
received the chiefs of staff of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states’ armed forces, along 
with the GCC’s assistant secre-
tary-general for military affairs 
and the commander of the GCC’s 
Unified Military Command, on 
the occasion of their meeting in 
Bahrain.

The officials conveyed greet-
ings from their respective heads 
of state and well wishes for the 
Kingdom’s continued progress. 

King Hamad welcomed 
the delegation and re-
ciprocated the greet-
ings to his fellow GCC 
leaders.

His Majesty praised 
the chiefs  of  staff 
for their efforts in 
strengthening military 
cooperation and coor-
dination among GCC 
states, and their uni-
fied stance against threats to re-
gional security. He commended 
the armed forces’ efficiency and 
professionalism in confronting 
recent Iranian aggression, call-
ing it a reflection of the strength 
and cohesion of the Gulf defence 

system. He affirmed that an at-
tack on any GCC state is an attack 
on all of them.

In response, the chiefs of staff 
expressed deep appreciation for 
King Hamad’s leadership and 
support for joint Gulf coopera-
tion across all fields.
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Unity Against Threats
HM King Hamad hosts GCC armed forces chiefs

PMO Opens Applications 
for 12th Fellowship Intake

The Prime Minister’s 
Office announced that 
the application peri-

od for the 12th intake of the 
Prime Minister’s Fellowship 
Program, which will run from 
Wednesday, 1 July 2026, to 
Saturday, 1 August 2026.

The programme reflects 
the vision and directives of 
His Royal Highness Prince 
Salman bin Hamad Al Khal-
ifa, the Crown Prince and 
Prime Minister, to strength-
en investment in the nation-
al workforce through con-
tinuous skills development, 
supporting enhanced gov-
ernment performance and 
outcomes.

The Fellowship focuses on 
upskilling Bahraini profes-
sionals in the public sector 
through a year-long tenure 
at the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice, during which they un-
dertake advanced training in 
research, analysis, and lead-
ership.

The programme enhanc-
es participants’ skills by 
providing hands-on experi-
ence in government policy 
implementation through 
direct engagement with key 
officials and policymakers at 
the Prime Minister’s Office. 
The training and experience 
gained will support fellows as 
they return to their respec-
tive roles within government 
agencies.

Government employees be-
low the managerial level can 
apply via the PMO’s website at 
www.pmo.gov.bh



The Embassy of India 
in Bahrain has offi-
cially announced a 
revised fee structure 

for passport and passport-relat-
ed services for its citizens resid-
ing in Bahrain, effective July 1, 
2026. This decision follows a 
global notification by the Min-
istry of External Affairs (MEA), 
Government of India, result-
ing in an updated fee schedule 
across Indian missions globally.

While individual Indian mis-
sions abroad configure exact 
local-currency pricing based 
on consular exchange rates, the 
baseline global fee adjustments 
introduced by the MEA have in-
creased passport fees significant-
ly. According to the updated fee 
schedule for normal passport 
services in Bahrain, a 36-page 
fresh passport for children aged 
0–8 years is set at BD 30.800. For 
applicants aged 0–15 years requir-
ing a 36-page fresh or reissued 
passport, the rate is BD 34.100. 
For adults aged 18 and above, a 
standard 36-page fresh or reis-
sued passport with a 10-year va-

lidity will cost BD 47.100 whereas 
a 60-page jumbo booklet for the 
same age group is priced at BD 
65.600. In cases of lost, damaged, 
or stolen passports, the fee is ad-
justed to BD 93.300 for a 36-page 
booklet and BD 111.800 for a 60-
page booklet.

Passports issued to adults will 
continue to carry a validity of up 
to ten years, while those issued to 
minors will remain valid for five 
years or until the applicant turns 
18, whichever comes first.

For urgent requirements, the 
updated Tatkaal service fees have 
also gone into effect. A 36-page 
passport under Tatkaal for mi-
nors up to 18 years is BD 80.400. 
For adults 18 and above, Tatkaal 
reissue fees are BD 93.300 for a 
36-page booklet and BD 111.800 
for a 60-page booklet. Miscella-
neous consular services have also 
been updated, with Police Clear-
ance Certificates (PCC), Surren-
der Certificates, NRI Certificates, 
Duplicate Birth Certificates, and 

miscellaneous passport services 
now costing BD 9.800. Emergen-
cy Certificates are set at BD 6.400, 
Birth Registration at BD 8.000, 
NRI Certificate / Duplicate Birth 
Certificate at BD 9.800 and Mar-
riage Registration at BD 18.800.

The Embassy noted that these 
listed fees are inclusive of the 
Indian Community Welfare Fund 
(ICWF) contribution of BD 0.800. 
In addition to the Government 
of India fees, applicants are re-
quired to pay an ICAC service 

charge of 180 fils (BD 0.180) along 
with any applicable bank charg-
es. Detailed information regard-
ing the full schedule of services 
can be accessed on the official 
embassy portal at https://eoibah-
rain.gov.in/passport-misc-con-
sular-service.php. Expatriates 
are advised that fees once paid 
are non-refundable, and they 
are encouraged to review the 
updated costs before submitting 
their applications at the desig-
nated centers.
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New passport charges for Indian expats
Embassy revises charges for expats in Bahrain starting today

Revised Indian Passport Fees in Bahrain
• Children (0–8 years, 36-page passport)  : BD 30.800

• Children (0–15 years, 36-page passport – fresh/reissue) : BD 34.100

• Adults (18+ years, 36-page passport, 10-year validity) : BD 47.100

• Adults (18+ years, 60-page jumbo passport)  : BD 65.600

• Lost/Damaged/Stolen (36-page passport)  : BD 93.300

• Lost/Damaged/Stolen (60-page passport)  : BD 111.800

Fees updated under MEA global revision andadjusted for local  
consular exchange rates. Applies to Indian passport services in 
 Bahrain effective from today.

Th e  K i n g d o m 
of Bahrain and 
the Republic of 

Botswana officially es-
tablished diplomatic rela-
tions after signing a Joint 
Communiqué at the Unit-
ed Nations Headquar-
ters in New York, mark-
ing a new step toward 
strengthening friendship 
and cooperation between 
the two countries.

Bahrain and Botswana establish diplomatic relations

National Alert System project earns top innovation honour

The Ministry of Interior 
won the Public Safety 
Innovation Award for its 

National Alert System project at 
the Bahrain Smart Cities 2026 
Conference. 

Lieutenant General Adel bin 
Khalifa Al Fadhel, Deputy Min-
ister of Interior, received the 
award.He highlighted the min-
istry’s commitment to advanc-
ing civil protection and public 
safety through proactive risk 
management and early warn-
ing systems. He noted that the 

National Alert System enhances 
emergency communication by 
delivering real-time alerts to 
citizens and residents via smart 

devices, which improves re-
sponse speed and coordination 
across government and civil 
sectors.

 Arab Women Diplomats celebration in Cairo

Fawzia Zainal, Ambassa-
dor of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain to Egypt and 

Permanent Representative to 
the League of Arab States, par-
ticipated in a ceremony held at 
the Arab League headquarters 
marking the International Day 
of Arab Women Diplomats. 
The event was organised by the 
League’s General Secretariat 
in cooperation with the Arab 
Council for Social Responsi-
bility and Sustainable Devel-
opment.

During the celebration, Am-
bassador Zainal received the 
2026 Arab Woman Award for 
Social Responsibility in rec-
ognition of her distinguished 
diplomatic and parliamentary 
career. She was honoured for 
her historic roles, including 
being the first elected female 
Speaker of a parliament in the 
Arab world and Bahrain’s first 
female Ambassador to Egypt, 
as well as her contributions to 
promoting women’s leadership 
in the region.

Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs Dr. Abdullatif bin 
Rashid Al Zayani received 
a phone call from Ayman 
Safadi ,  Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Expa-
triates of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan.

During the call, Safadi 
expressed Jordan’s soli-
darity with Bahrain and 
strongly condemned re-
cent Iranian attacks that 
targeted civilian facilities 
and installations. He reaf-
firmed Jordan’s support 
for all measures Bahrain 
is taking to safeguard its 
security, stability, and the 
safety of its citizens and 
residents.

Jordan reaffirms 
solidarity with 
Bahrain

GCC-EU Review Strait Of 
Hormuz Risks

Talks in Brussels focused on Iran-related tensions, maritime 
stability, and strengthening strategic coordination

The European Union High 
Representative for For-
eign Affairs and Security 

Policy, Kaja Kallas, received the 
ambassadors of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council member states 
to the European Union in Brus-
sels.

The meeting was chaired on 
the GCC side by Dr. Mohammed 
Ali Behzad, Ambassador of the 
Kingdom of Bahrain to Belgium 
and Head of Bahrain’s Mission 
to the EU, representing the cur-
rent GCC presidency.

Discussions focused on recent 
regional security developments, 
including the Iranian attacks 
against Bahrain and other GCC 
member states. The talks also 
addressed growing concerns 
over developments in the Strait 
of Hormuz and their impact 
on freedom of navigation and 
broader international maritime 
security.

Both sides emphasized the 
importance of strengthening 
GCC–EU coordination on diplo-
matic and security matters, with 
the aim of supporting regional 
stability and advancing shared 
strategic interests.

The two delegations also re-

viewed the overall progress of 
GCC–EU relations, upcoming 
joint engagements, and wider 
regional and international issues 
of mutual concern as part of on-
going political consultation and 
coordination mechanisms.

High Representative Kaja 
Kallas reaffirmed the European 
Union’s solidarity with Bahrain 
and other GCC states, condemn-
ing the recent attacks attributed 
to Iran.

In a separate engagement, the 
Ambassador of Bahrain to Bel-
gium, Dr. Mohammed Ali Be-
hzad, met with the President of 
the Wallonia Region of Belgium, 
Adrien Dolimont, at the regional 
government headquarters.

The meeting reviewed the 
growing bilateral relations be-
tween Bahrain and Belgium, 

highlighting expanding coop-
eration in political, economic, 
commercial, and investment 
sectors.

Both sides discussed oppor-
tunities to further develop part-
nerships and encourage mutual 
investments that benefit both 
countries and their peoples, 
while also exploring new av-
enues for collaboration in key 
development areas.

 EU foreign policy chief Kaja Kallas meets GCC ambassadors in Brussels, with 
Bahrain’s Dr. Mohammed Ali Behzad chairing for the bloc’s current presidency.

Bahrain Ambassador Meets Belgian 
Wallonia Region Leader

New push for logistics and trade links

Minister of Transportation 
and Telecommunications 

Dr. Shaikh Abdullah bin Ahmed 
Al Khalifa held two high-level 
meetings focused on strengthen-
ing Bahrain’s role as a regional hub 
for logistics, transport, and invest-
ment. The discussions highlighted 
opportunities to expand strategic 
partnerships and support the King-
dom’s infrastructure and economic 
development goals.

During a meeting with Jan de 
Vlieger, Chief Executive Officer 
of MSC Air Cargo, the Minister 

discussed ways to enhance cooper-
ation in air cargo operations, ports, 
and logistics services. Dr. Shaikh 
Abdullah reaffirmed Bahrain’s 
commitment to developing an ad-
vanced transport sector supported 
by modern infrastructure, innova-
tion, and an attractive investment 
environment.

The meeting also reviewed Bah-
rain’s competitive advantages, in-
vestment opportunities, and incen-
tives available for cargo operators. 

In a separate meeting, Dr. Shaikh 
Abdullah met Varun Chandra, Spe-

cial Adviser to the UK Prime Min-
ister on Business and Investment, 
and Tim Reid, Chief Executive of 
UK Export Finance, where they 
discussed enhancing Bahrain-UK 
cooperation in transport, telecom-
munications, logistics, and invest-
ment. 

The talks focused on infrastruc-
ture development, financing solu-
tions, and expanding partnerships 
that support strategic projects and 
reinforce Bahrain’s position as a 
regional centre for business and 
connectivity.

Dr. Shaikh Abdullah bin Ahmed Al Khalifa meets MSC Air Cargo CEO Jan de Vlieger and UK Special Adviser Varun 
Chandra along with UK Export Finance CEO Tim Reid in Manama



Bahrain is set to in-
troduce new regu-
lations allowing the 
testing and operation 

of self-driving vehicles in the 
Kingdom, marking a major step 
towards adopting future trans-
port technologies.

Transportation and Telecom-
munications Minister Dr. Shaikh 
Abdulla bin Ahmed Al Khalifa 
said the upcoming legislation 
would create a clear regulato-
ry framework for autonomous 
vehicles, enabling companies 
to test driverless cars and ad-
vanced mobility solutions in re-
al-world conditions.

The minister said the initi-
ative reflects Bahrain’s efforts 

to develop a modern legislative 
environment, encourage inno-
vation and attract high-quali-
ty investment in the transport 
technology sector.

Shaikh Dr Abdulla highlight-
ed Bahrain’s previous success in 
supporting advanced technology 
trials, including BMW’s testing of 
an early GPS positioning system 
installed in a vehicle, citing the 
Kingdom’s infrastructure and 
operational conditions as key 
advantages.

Smart Cities push
The announcement was made 

during the ninth Bahrain Smart 
Cities Conference, held at the 
Gulf Hotel under the patron-
age of Deputy Prime Minister 
Shaikh Khalid bin Abdulla Al 

Khalifa.
The two- day conference 

brought together government 
officials, GCC representatives, 
and regional and international 
experts to discuss smart urban 
development, sustainability, dig-
ital transformation, innovation 
and future city planning.
Technology focused on 

improving lives
Municipalities Affairs and 

Agriculture Minister Wael bin 
Nasser Al Mubarak said smart 
cities are no longer defined only 
by technology, but by their abil-
ity to enhance quality of life, 
improve services and support 
sustainable development.

Al Mubarak highlighted Bah-
rain’s progress in areas including 

sustainable urban development, 
infrastructure, digital govern-
ment services, transportation 
and smart solutions, describing 
them as part of the wider goals 
of Bahrain Economic Vision 
2030 through government and 
private-sector cooperation.

Sustainability and  
innovation

Sustainable Development 
Minister Noor bint Ali Al Khu-
laif said smart city initiatives 

were closely linked to global 
Sustainable Development Goals, 
with Bahrain adopting an in-
tegrated approach focused on 
long-term sustainability and im-
proving citizens’ quality of life.

She said Bahrain is investing 
in digital infrastructure, inno-
vation, data-driven government 
systems, efficient resource man-
agement and solutions aimed at 
reducing consumption while 
supporting environmental and 
economic sustainability.

• Focus on digital 
transformation and 
sustainability

•  Smart cities 
aim to improve the 
quality of life

• Strong role for 
AI, data and smart 
infrastructure 

TDT | Manama 
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Man Arrested for 
Filming Police at 
Checkpoint

The Ministry of Interior 
arrested a 29-year-old Asian 
national for misusing social 
media after he filmed police 
officers performing their du-
ties at a security checkpoint 
and posted the footage online.

The General Directorate of 
Anti-Corruption and Econom-
ic and Electronic Security said 
the act constituted a legal vio-
lation. Authorities confirmed 
that legal procedures were 
taken against the individual, 
and the case was referred to 
the Public Prosecution.

Five-Year Jail Term in 
Violence and Vandalism Case

The High Criminal Court 
sentenced a defendant to five 
years in prison in a case involv-
ing violence and vandalism 
linked to incidents during last 
March’s attacks on Bahrain.

The court also ordered the 
confiscation of seized items. 
The Public Prosecution said 
the defendant was arrested at 
the scene and later referred for 
investigation, where witness 
statements and evidence were 
collected before trial.

Authorities reaffirmed 
their commitment to taking 
firm legal action against acts 
threatening public security and 
societal stability.

7 Defendants Jailed 
5–10 Years

The High Criminal Court is-
sued prison sentences ranging 
from five to ten years against 
seven defendants in six separate 
cases involving support for ter-
rorist attacks against Bahrain, 
spreading false news, and film-
ing sensitive locations.

Some defendants were also 
fined 2,000 Bahraini dinars, 
with confiscation of seized 
items ordered. The Public Pros-
ecution said cyber monitoring 
teams identified the involved 
accounts, leading to arrests and 
forensic examination of elec-
tronic devices.

Ex-Official on Trial for 
Fraud and Financial 
Crimes

The First High Criminal 
Court has begun hearing a 
major case against a former 
official from the Jaafari En-
dowments Directorate, ac-
cused of embezzlement, for-
gery, exploitation, and money 
laundering.

The defendant is alleged to 
have misappropriated more 
than 483,000 Bahraini dinars 
between 2022 and 2025 by 
manipulating charity aid pro-
cesses, forging documents, and 
diverting funds into personal ac-
counts. He is also accused of ex-
ploiting vulnerable individuals 
through false marriage promises 
and financial deception.

Investigations revealed ex-
tensive financial irregularities, 
including money laundering 
through asset purchases, 
loan repayments, and use of 
third-party accounts. IT re-
cords reportedly showed 937 
aid requests processed under 
his control.

The Public Prosecution 
presented witness testimony 
from financial officers, audi-
tors, investigators, and affected 
individuals, while the court 
continues to hear the case.

Regional Threats Require Unified GCC Response

Senior GCC military lead-
ers attended a high-lev-
el coordination meeting 

in Manama
Re g i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d 

strengthening collective de-
fence cooperation were the 
central focus of a high-level 
meeting of the Higher Mili-
tary Committee of the Chiefs 
of Staff of the Armed Forces 
of Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states, held in the King-
dom of Bahrain.

The meeting was chaired 
by His Excellency Lieutenant 
General Dhiyab bin Saqr Al 
Nuaimi, Chief of Staff of the 
Bahrain Defence Force, and 
brought together senior mili-
tary leaders from GCC member 
states.

At the opening session, the 
Bahraini Chief of Staff wel-
comed the delegations and 
emphasized the importance of 

advancing GCC cooperation in 
light of evolving regional secu-
rity challenges. He described 
the meeting as a key platform 
to reinforce joint defence coor-
dination and enhance collective 
readiness.

The Bahraini Chief of Staff 
underlined the need for a uni-
fied and practical framework 
to address regional security 
developments, stressing the 
importance of strengthening 

coordination mechanisms, im-
proving operational readiness, 
and ensuring rapid response 
capabilities among GCC armed 
forces.

The meeting concluded 
with GCC military leaders re-
affirming their commitment 
to enhancing joint defence co-
operation and strengthening 
the region’s collective security 
architecture.

RHF, UNIDO Join Forces for 
Humanitarian Development

The Royal Humanitar-
ian Foundation (RHF) 
and the United Na-

tions Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO) signed 
a cooperation agreement to 
enhance collaboration in sus-
tainable development and hu-
manitarian action.

The agreement was signed at 
the United Nations Headquar-
ters in Vienna by RHF Acting 
Secretary-General Ebrahim 

Dalhan Aldoseri and UNIDO 
Director General Gerd Müller, 
focusing on joint efforts to 
support economic recovery, 
restore livelihoods and em-
power communities affected 
by crises. The partnership will 
also contribute to rehabilita-
tion programmes and support 
small and medium-sized en-
terprises in affected regions, 
including Palestine, Syria and 
Sudan.

United Against Aggression

Parliament condemns 
attacks on Bahrain, 
Gulf states and Jordan, 

calls for stronger cooperation
Shura Council members Dr. 

Adel Abdulrahman Al Muawa-
da and Dr. Ebtesam Mohamed 
Saleh Al Dallal highlighted 
Arab parliamentary unity in re-
jecting Iranian attacks targeting 
Bahrain, GCC states and Jordan, 
stressing the need to protect na-
tional sovereignty and prevent 
interference in internal affairs.

Speaking during the third 
session of the Arab Parliament’s 
second regular session of the 
fourth legislative term, held at 
the League of Arab States head-
quarters in Cairo, the Bahraini 
representatives said discus-
sions reflected a shared com-
mitment to strengthening Arab 

cooperation and addressing re-
gional security challenges.

They welcomed the Arab Par-
liament’s adoption of a state-
ment condemning attacks tar-
geting oil facilities and civilian 
sites, describing it as a unified 
Arab stance supporting stability 
and security.

Al Muawada and Al Dallal 
stressed the importance of 

greater coordination between 
Arab parliaments to defend 
common interests, strength-
en parliamentary diplomacy 
and support efforts to maintain 
peace and stability.

They reaffirmed Bahrain’s 
commitment to supporting 
joint Arab initiatives, noting 
that unity and cooperation 
among Arab institutions remain 
key to safeguarding sovereign-
ty and achieving security and  
development.

Dr. Ebtesam Mohamed Saleh Al Dallal

Dr. Adel Abdulrahman Al Muawada

42 New Parking Meters Activated

The Ministry of 
Works, in coor-
dination with 

the General Directorate 
of Traffic at the Ministry 
of Interior, announced 
the activation of 42 new 
parking meters in Bah-
rain’s Diplomatic Area.

The initiative aims to 
regulate parking space 
use and improve traffic 
flow in the area, ensuring 
better parking availabil-
ity for visitors and daily 
users. The Diplomatic 
Area includes 546 parking spaces, 
which will now be more efficiently 
managed through the upgraded 
system.

According to the ministry, the 
new meters offer multiple pay-
ment options, including credit 
cards, Apple Pay, and cash pay-

ments. This is designed 
to provide users with 
greater convenience 
and a smoother pay-
ment experience when 
using public parking 
facilities.

Authorities urged 
all motorists to comply 
with posted parking 
time limits, regulations, 
and guidance, empha-
sizing that adherence 
will maximize the ben-
efit of available spaces 
and improve access for 

the largest possible number of 
visitors.

The Ministry of Works said the 
rollout is part of ongoing efforts to 
enhance parking services across 
Bahrain, improve operational effi-
ciency, and raise the overall quality 
of public road services.

Driverless cars set for testing in Bahrain
New legislation aims to attract global technology companies

Deputy Prime Minister Shaikh Khalid bin Abdulla Al Khalifa tours the exhibition 
centre at the Smart Cities Conference

AI, data and smart 
solutions are 

shaping better 
decisions and 

smarter resource 
management.” 

- WAEL BIN NASSER AL MUBARAK

“Autonomous vehicle 
framework opens new 

opportunities to test 
and develop future 

mobility solutions.” 
- DR. SHAIKH ABDULLA BIN  

AHMED AL KHALIFA



The General Secretari-
at of the Shura Coun-
cil,  in cooperation 

with the Institute of Public 
Administration, organized a 
dialogue session titled “The 
Kingdom of Bahrain’s Strat-
egy in Supporting National 

Identity,” presented by His 
Excellency Shaikh Khalifa bin 
Ahmed Al Khalifa, Chairman 
of the Bahrain Authority for 
Culture and Antiquities.

The session reviewed Bah-
rain’s strategic approach to 
strengthening national identi-
ty and preserving cultural and 
historical heritage, highlight-

ing key national initiatives in 
this field. It also emphasized 
the importance of coordinated 
institutional efforts and close 
cooperation with the legis-
lative authority to develop 
supportive legal frameworks 
that reinforce belonging, loy-
alty, and cultural preservation 
across generations.

Just a week after Bahrain 
became the first country 

in the region to introduce the 
prestigious International Bac-
calaureate (IB) programme in 
government schools, the Min-
istry of Education trained 200 
educators to support the rollout 
of the Middle Years Programme 
(MYP).

The participants completed 
the IB’s “Developing the MYP” 
training programme, part of the 
ministry’s efforts to prepare 
schools for implementation and 
ensure they meet international 
accreditation requirements.

The programme brought to-
gether staff from schools select-
ed to offer the MYP, along with 
curriculum specialists, educa-

tional supervisors, assessment 
experts and school principals. 
The 200 participants were di-
vided into eight training groups 
of 25 each.

The sessions were led by 
IB- certif ied international 
trainers, who introduced par-
ticipants to the programme’s 
framework and shared glob-
al best practices for classroom 
delivery and school implemen-
tation.

According to the ministry, 
the training aims to strength-
en teaching and learning, build 
national expertise and prepare 
schools to meet the Internation-
al Baccalaureate’s standards for 
the Middle Years Programme.

The latest initiative follows 
last week’s landmark announce-
ment that Bahrain became the 

first country in the region to 
introduce the IB programme 
in government schools. Educa-
tion Minister Dr Mohammed 
Mubarak Juma described the 
move as a major milestone in 
aligning Bahrain’s education 
system with global standards. 
The latest training marks the 
next step in preparing educa-
tors to successfully deliver the 
internationally recognised cur-
riculum.

The Royal Humanitari-
an Foundation (RHF) 
has launched its Ben-

eficiary Satisfaction Index in 
collaboration with the Bahrain 
Center for Strategic, Interna-
tional and Energy Studies (De-
rasat) to enhance service qual-
ity and strengthen institutional 
performance.

As part of the initiative, De-
rasat will conduct a compre-
hensive survey covering RHF 
programmes and services, gath-
ering feedback from around 
2,000 beneficiaries using sci-
entific research and statistical 
methods.

The study will include data 
collection, analysis and a de-
tailed report with recommen-

dations aimed at 
i m p r o v i n g  h u -
manitarian pro-
g r a m m e s  a n d 
increasing benefi-
ciary satisfaction.

Eng. Ebrahim 
Dalhan Aldoseri, 
RHF Acting Secre-
tary-General, said 
the initiative high-
lights the founda-
tion’s commitment 
to improving ser-
vices through ben-
eficiary feedback. 
Derasat CEO Ab-
dulla Mohammed 
Al Ahmed said the survey will 
provide valuable insights to 
support evidence-based deci-
sions and enhance institutional 
performance.

The partnership highlights 
the importance of national co-
operation in improving human-
itarian services and advancing 
Bahrain’s digital transformation 
goals.

The RCSI Medical Uni-
versity of Bahrain 
has explored poten-

tial academic and cultural 
collaboration with renowned 
archaeologist Dr Abdulaziz Ali 
Suwaileh, during a meeting 
held on campus.

The session was attended 
by Professor Sameer Otoom, 
President of RCSI Bahrain, and 
Dr Amal Al-Qallaf, Head of the 
Language and Culture Unit.

During the meeting, Dr Su-
waileh presented his latest 
publication, “Dilmun: The 
Kingdom of Civilisation,” 
which highlights Bahrain’s 
historical role as a major cul-
tural and trading hub in the 
ancient world. He also stressed 
the importance of historical 
research in preserving nation-
al heritage and strengthening 
cultural identity.

Discussions focused on 
possible cooperation through 
guest lectures and workshops 
on the Dilmun civilisation, 
Bahraini history,  and the 
Kingdom’s broader cultural 
legacy. These initiatives aim to 
enhance student engagement 
with leading scholarship and 
deepen understanding of Bah-

rain’s heritage.
The meeting also highlight-

ed the connection between 
healthcare and history, under-
scoring the value of interdisci-
plinary learning. RCSI Bahrain 
reaffirmed its commitment to 
initiatives that promote cultur-
al awareness, national identity, 
and academic enrichment.

TDT | Manama

TDT | Manama

TDT | Manama
Neethu V

TDT | Manama
Rehab Mohammad

Renowned archaeologist Dr Abdulaziz Ali Suwaileh during a campus meeting 
attended by Professor Sameer Otoom, President of RCSI Bahrain, and Dr Amal 
Al-Qallaf, Head of the Language and Culture Unit
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Listening to beneficiaries’ 
feedback helps us enhance 
the quality and impact 
of our humanitarian 
programmes.
Eng. Ebrahim Dalhan Aldoseri 

Our role is to provide 
accurate insights through 
scientific methodologies 
to support institutional 
development.
Abdulla Mohammed Al Ahmed

RCSI Bahrain Explores Cultural Collaboration 
with Archaeologist

RHF Launches Beneficiary Satisfaction 
Index with Derasat  

A family dis-
placed by 
a  h o u s e 

fire in A’ali in 2024 
is still waiting to 
return home, as the 
Northern Munici-
pal Council moves 
to resolve a proce-
dural delay block-
ing reconstruction 
works.

T h e  c o u n c i l 
unanimously ap-
proved a request to 
the Minister of Mu-
nicipalities Affairs 
and Agriculture 
seeking an exemp-
tion from the resi-
dence requirement 
for the homeowner.

T h e  r e q u e s t , 
submitted by Sixth 
Constituency repre-
sentative Abdulla Ab-
dulhameed Ashoor, 
comes after a techni-
cal report found the fire-damaged 
house was unsafe and beyond 
repair due to structural damage, 
including a deteriorated wooden 
roof and major wall cracks.

The homeowner had agreed to 
demolish and rebuild the prop-
erty at his own expense, with 
finishing works to be supported 
through the Towns and Villages 
Development Project.

However, the family’s tem-
porary relocation after the fire 

required a change of official ad-
dress, preventing the homeown-
er from meeting the residency 
condition needed to complete the 
procedures.

The council said granting the 
exemption would help speed up 
the project and allow the family to 
return to their home after a pro-
longed displacement. The recom-
mendation will now be reviewed 
by the Ministry of Municipalities 
Affairs and Agriculture.

TDT | Manama
Hasan Barakat

Only one shared work-
er  accommodation 
building is officially 

registered in the Northern Gov-
ernorate’s Sixth Constituency, 
while 17 others have been found 
operating without approval, ac-
cording to the Northern Munic-
ipality.

The figures were revealed by 
Northern Municipality Direc-
tor-General Mohammed Saad Al 
Sahli in response to a question 
from representative Abdulla Ab-
dulhameed Ashoor on monitor-
ing shared housing conditions.

The municipality said it main-
tains a database of buildings used 
for shared accommodation, with 
the only registered facility re-
corded in December 2023.

Officials said regular inspec-
tions are carried out based on 
field checks, public complaints 
and reports. The municipality 
also coordinates with relevant 
authorities to verify rental con-
tract requirements and ensure 
compliance.

A total of 24 notices have been 
issued to buildings operating as 
shared worker accommodation 

without approval. Seven prop-
erties have since corrected their 
status, while unresolved cases 

are referred for legal action.
The municipality confirmed it 

has no authority to cancel rental 
contracts but continues to in-
spect properties, issue warnings 
and refer violations through of-
ficial channels.

Four inspection campaigns 
have been conducted, covering 
14 unregistered shared accom-
modation buildings. Electricity 
and water disconnections are 
carried out in coordination with 
relevant authorities, with one 
property in the constituency 
having its electricity supply cut.

17 Shared Housing Buildings Operating Without Registration Fire-hit A’ali family awaits return home as 
council seeks exemption

More Home Parking Space by Allowing Wall Changes
Plan aims to reduce street congestion as households struggle with rising 

number of vehicles

Abdulla Abdulhameed Ashoor

Homeowners in Bah-
rain’s northern resi-
dential areas could be 

allowed to remove sections of their 
front walls to create additional 
parking spaces under a proposal 
approved by the Northern Munic-
ipal Council.

The proposal, submitted by rep-
resentative Abdulla Abdulhameed 
Ashoor, has been forwarded to the 
Minister of Municipalities Affairs 
and Agriculture for approval.

The suggested amendment 
would allow residents to modify 
parts of their external front walls 
and use the front setback area for 
additional longitudinal parking, 

while still following approved 
planning regulations.

The council’s technical commit-
tee said the move addresses grow-
ing parking pressure in residential 
areas, where streets were not de-

signed to handle the increasing 
number of vehicles.

Officials highlighted that many 
households now own four or more 
cars, leading to blocked pave-
ments, crowded roads and dis-

putes over limited parking spaces.
By allowing parking within 

property boundaries, the council 
said the proposal could improve 
traffic flow, protect pedestrian 
movement and reduce random 
roadside parking.

Ashoor said the initiative would 
provide residents with a practical 
solution and bring greater organ-
isation to neighbourhoods facing 
parking challenges.

The proposal now awaits the 
Minister’s decision, with further 
considerations expected regarding 
construction requirements, safety 
standards and maintaining the 
appearance of residential areas.

Pictures showing the house fire that displaced a 
family in A’ali in 2024.                   

Building on IB Momentum, Bahrain Trains 200 Educators Strengthening National Identity Framework

Study to measure feedback from 2,000 beneficiaries to improve 
humanitarian services
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Gulf Air Group Holding Announces 
New Board of Directors

Gulf Air Group 
H o l d i n g 
B.S.C. (C) an-
nounced the 

appointment of its new 
Board of Directors and 
for its portfolio compa-
niesGulf Air, the national 
carrier of the Kingdom of 
Bahrain, and Bahrain Air-
port Company, the man-
aging body and operator 
of Bahrain International 
Airport.

The new Board of Di-
rectors comprises the fol-
lowing members under 
the chairmanship of Mr. 
Khalid Hussain Taqi: H.E. 
Shaikh Fahad bin Abdul-
rahman Al Khalifa, Mrs. 
Sara Ahmed Buhiji, Mr. 
Faisal Ali Al Jalahma, Mr. 
Alaa Abdulkhaleq Saeed, 
Mr. Sael Al Waary and 
Mrs. Julia Simpson

This underscores Gulf 
Air Group’s commitment 
to driving sustainable 
growth across its portfo-
lio through active asset 
management and board 
governance, reinforcing 
the aviation industry’s 
pivotal role in advancing 
the Kingdom of Bahrain’s eco-
nomic goals.

Gulf Air Group extends its 
sincere appreciation to the 
outgoing Board members, 

recognising their dedicated 
efforts and the significant con-
tributions they made during 
their tenure.

Gulf Air Group is a subsid-
iary of Bahrain Mumtalakat 

Holding Company (Mumta-
lakat), the sovereign wealth 
fund of the Kingdom of Bah-
rain, and serves as the holding 
entity for Mumtalakat’s avia-
tion assets.
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Beyon Cyber First Bahraini 
Company to Be Awarded 
CREST SOC Certification

Beyon Cyber, part of 
the Beyon Group, 
h a s  a c h i e v e d 
CREST accredita-

tion for its Security Opera-
tions Center (SOC), marking 
a major external validation 
of its SOC capabilities and the 
company’s overall operation-
al excellence, confirming its 
ability to support organisa-
tions across Bahrain and the 
region in protecting their dig-
ital environments.

CREST is one of the world’s 
most respected accreditation 
bodies for cybersecurity oper-
ations, awarding accreditation 
to organisations that meet the 
highest international stand-
ards for the management and 
operation of Security Oper-
ations Centers. The accred-
itation places Beyon Cyber 
among a select group of SOC 
operators globally, with only 
84 SOC operators worldwide 
and 17 across the region cur-
rently holding this accredi-
tation.

The achievement confirms 
that Beyon Cyber’s SOC aligns 
with internationally recog-
nised standards, including its 
processes, technical capabil-
ities, service governance, and 
ability to monitor, detect, and 

respond to evolving cyber 
threats.

Dr. Shaikh Khalid bin Daij 
Al Khalifa, Chief Executive 
Officer of Beyon Cyber, said:

“Achieving CREST accred-
itation is an important mile-
stone in our journey and is 
independent validation of 
the organizational maturity 
and the specialized exper-
tise and capability within 
our Security Operations 
Center. This internationally 
recognised accreditation re-
inforces our customers and 
partners’ confidence in the 

service we provide as well as 
our commitment to monitor-
ing, detecting, and responding 
to cyber threats effectively and 
in line with global standards.”

The accreditation adds to 
Beyon Cyber’s growing port-
folio of achievements in cy-
bersecurity and has resulted 
in the company being listed as 
a CREST-accredited member 
company on the CREST global 
directory.

Beyon Cyber continues to 
strengthen its cybersecurity 
capabilities to help enterprises 
and government organisations 
protect critical digital envi-
ronments and build long-term 
cyber resilience.

Dr. Shaikh Khalid bin Daij Al 
Khalifa

Al Salam Bank First Bank Globally to Implement
 J.P. Morgan Payments’ Overnight Murabaha Solution

Al Salam Bank has an-
nounced its successful 
launch of J.P. Morgan 

Payments’ Overnight Muraba-
ha solution, becoming the first 
bank globally to implement this 
innovative Murabaha-based li-
quidity management tool based 
on a Murabaha sale structure. 
The milestone reflects the Bank’s 
pioneering approach to treasury 
and liquidity management in-
novation, while reinforcing its 
commitment to adopt advanced 
solutions to enhance efficiency 
and performance.

The collaboration was recently 
commemorated during an official 
visit by senior representatives 
from J.P. Morgan Payments to the 
Bank’s headquarters in the King-
dom of Bahrain, highlighting the 
strategic importance of this rela-
tionship and its role in advancing 
Murabaha-based financial solu-

tions on a global scale.
Launched in March 2026, the 

Overnight Murabaha solution 
enables Al Salam Bank to gen-
erate Murabaha-based overnight 
returns on balances held within 
its USD nostro account with J.P. 
Morgan Payments. The solution 
is designed to enhance liquidity 
optimization by enabling the 

Bank to deploy short-term funds 
more efficiently, improve treas-
ury efficiency, and manage its 
balance sheet more effectively. 
This achievement marks a sig-
nificant step forward in the long-
standing relationship between 
Al Salam Bank and J.P. Morgan, 
reflecting a shared commitment 
to innovation and excellence in 

financial services. 
Commenting on the occasion, 

Rafik Nayed, Group Chief Exec-
utive Officer of Al Salam Bank, 
said: “We are proud to be the first 
bank globally to implement J.P. 
Morgan Payments’ Overnight 
Murabaha solution, marking a 
key milestone in the evolution 
of liquidity management in our 
sector. This achievement reflects 
our ongoing commitment to de-
livering innovative, value-driven 
solutions that enhance the effi-

ciency of our treasury operations 
while maintaining the highest 
governance standards. Our col-
laboration with J.P. Morgan Pay-
ments underscores the strength 
of our strategic partnerships 
with leading global institutions 
and supports our broader vision 
to drive sustainable growth, in-
novation, and excellence across 
our operations.”

Abdulla Ahmed Aljanahi, 
General Manager of J.P. Mor-
gan Bahrain Branch, said, “This 

launch reflects a relationship 
built on trust and a shared focus 
on solving real client needs. We 
have a longstanding relationship 
with Al Salam Bank and we’re 
proud to deliver a meaningful 
milestone in Murabaha-based 
liquidity management, providing 
tangible impact for the bank’s 
treasury operations.”

The introduction of this 
solution underscores Al Salam 
Bank’s continued focus on en-
hancing its treasury and finan-
cial institutions’ capabilities 
through the adoption of globally 
recognized best practices. By 
leveraging strategic collabora-
tions and introducing differenti-
ated offerings, the Bank remains 
well-positioned to support the 
development of the Islamic fi-
nance industry while delivering 
tangible value to its stakehold-
ers.

The Ladies and Gentlemen of The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain Sign the Pledge of Loyalty and Allegiance.

In a profound demonstration of 
national unity and unwaver-
ing loyalty, The Ritz-Carlton, 

Bahrain hosted a formal ceremony; 
during which a Pledge of Loyalty 
and Allegiance to His Majesty King 
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, and its 
people was signed.

The ceremony was held at the 
The Ritz-Carlton, Bahrain and was 
attended by Mr. Yamil Santiago, Di-
rector of the International Hotels 
Establishment and a representative 
of the owners, General Manager 
Bernard de Villèle, members of the 
hotel’s Guidance Team and the La-
dies and Gentlemen from various 
departments. 

General Manager Bernard de 
Villèle in his remarks said “Since 
1783, the House of Khalifa has guided 

the Kingdom of Bahrain with vi-
sionary leadership. As of 2026, for 
243 years of history, Bahrain and its 
people have welcomed the world 
with open arms, drawing strength 
from a rich heritage to become a 

beacon of diversity, tolerance, 
hospitality, and cultural enrich-

ment. Through the wise leadership, 
together with the spirit of its citizens 
and residents, Bahrain has success-
fully preserved its cherished tradi-
tions while embracing progress. Its 
world-class infrastructure, advanced 

healthcare and educational institu-
tions, and commitment to safety and 
security have made the Kingdom one 
of the most inspiring places in the 
world to live, work, and thrive.”

While Mr. Yamil Santiago stated 
“Bahrain is truly a second home to all 
of us. It is a nation that has welcomed 

people from around the world with 
warmth, respect, and opportuni-
ty. We remain deeply committed to 
supporting its continued growth and 
prosperity, and we are grateful for 
the wise leadership that continues 
to guide the Kingdom toward lasting 
peace, progress, and unity.”

The Ladies and Gentlemen also 
took the opportunity to share heart-
felt stories, reflecting on how Bah-
rain has become their home and the 
meaningful connections they have 
built within their family and com-
munity.

The ceremony concluded with 
a collective affirmation of loyalty 
and gratitude, reflecting the deep 
appreciation of The Ritz-Carlton, 
Bahrain’s Ladies and Gentlemen for 
the Kingdom they proudly call home. 
It stands as a testament to the hotel’s 
dedication to remaining an active 
partner in the Kingdom’s develop-
ment while upholding the values 
of peace, development, tolerance 
and community integration cham-
pioned by His Majesty throughout 
his leadership.



THERE ARE ONLY TWO WAYS TO LIVE 
YOUR LIFE. ONE IS AS THOUGH NOTHING 
IS A MIRACLE. THE OTHER IS AS THOUGH 
EVERYTHING IS A MIRACLE.
ALBERT EINSTEIN
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HISTORY
Army of Protestant King William III 
of England defeats deposed Roman 
Catholic King James II in the Battle 
of the Boyne at Oldbridge, Ireland

Joint reading of Charles Darwin and 
Alfred Russel Wallace’s papers on evo-
lution to the Linnean Society renders 

audience awestruck and silent [1]

Battle of Gettysburg begins in 
Pennsylvania, Union forces halt 
Confederate General Robert E. 
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia

United Kingdom returns 
Hong Kong and the New 

Territories to People’s 
Republic of China
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#Sudan has declared 
a #cholera outbreak 

in West Kordofan state. 
As of 20 June 2026, the 
State Ministry of Health 
reported 838 suspected 
cholera cases, 7 con-
firmed cases and 117 
deaths. The outbreak 
is unfolding amid the 
continued disruption of 
health services caused 
by conflict.

@DrTedros

During a meeting with 
the National Security 

Advisor to the Prime Min-
ister of the United King-
dom, Jonathan Powell, 
we discussed continued 
support for Ukraine. We 
are grateful to the United 
Kingdom for its decision 
regarding a new support 
package worth nearly 
£290 million.

@ZelenskyyUa

BIG WIN: The United 
States Supreme Court 

just RULED AGAINST MEN 
PLAYING IN WOMEN’S 
SPORTS. Wow! That takes 
that ridiculous situation 
off the table!!!

@realDonaldTrump

Denmark is the first 
Member State to 

complete its NextGen-
erationEU plan. Your 
success is a signal for 
Europe. With €1.63 bil-
lion investment in clean 
transport, energy effi-
ciency and digital trans-
formation, Denmark is 
leading the way.

@vonderleyen

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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    India has more than 7,500 km 
of coastline and over 200 ports, 

including major and minor ports.   

 Jawaharlal Nehru Port is India’s 
largest container port. 

   Vizhinjam International Seaport 
is India’s first deep-water 

transshipment port capable of 
handling some of the world’s largest 

container ships. 

KNOW WHAT

W I D E  A N G L E

 JOEL INDRUPATI 

250 Years: The US Experiment

The question 
is not whether 

politicians claim 
the founders’ 

legacy, but 
whether they 
preserve the 

principles on 
which the republic 

is founded. 
Every generation 
inherits the same 

constitutional 
experiment. 

One of the best things I did last month, I suppose, was booking 
a walking tour.

While in Washington D.C., although for a different reason, 
I decided I would spend one full morning touring the U.S. Supreme 
Court, the Library of Congress, and, in particular, the Capitol building, 
including its crypt and the rotunda.

Thanks to Jobert, our main tour guide, I now have a clear insider’s 
view of the Capitol which is, arguably, the world’s most powerful 
government building.

Its grand and imposing neoclassical architecture, its role as the 
active legislative heart of a global superpower, and its function as a 
universal, globally-recognized, symbol of representative democracy, 
makes it unique.

Its construction began on Sep-
tember 18, 1793, when George 
Washington laid the cornerstone. 
Sadly, however, he did not live to 
see the opening of this awe-inspir-
ing building in the then-brand-
new city named after him.

Rebuilt after the British burned 
it down in 1814, the current, heav-
ily modified, Capitol building in-
corporates parts of the original 
structure. The earlier dome was 
wooden, while the current one is 
cast-iron. 

The birth of the United States, 
however, was not in Washington 
D.C. It was in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania.

When, 250 years ago, the Dec-
laration of Independence was 
signed on July 4, 1776, at the Penn-
sylvania State House—now known 
as Independence Hall—in Phil-
adelphia, not all 56 signatories 
were present, but they eventually 
signed.

The United States Constitution 
then came into force in 1789, and 
remains the world’s oldest written national constitution 
still in operation. The Bill of Rights, comprising the first ten 
amendments to the Constitution, was ratified by 1791 and still 
serves as a moral compass for law-makers.

While this constitution drew inspiration from earlier documents 
such as England’s Magna Carta of 1215, it broke new ground by creating 
a durable framework built on federalism, checks and balances, and an 
independent judiciary.

The nation’s founders deliberately turned to the ideals of the ancient 
Roman Republic when designing their new capital and its institutions. 
As the US Senate itself notes, they sought architecture that reflected 
the dignity of a republic in a world dominated by monarchies. The 
Capitol, with its sweeping columns and majestic dome, was intended 
to symbolize constitutional government and not imperial power.

History, however, offers a cautionary tale. Rome remained a repub-
lic for nearly five centuries before gradually giving way to empire. 
France, after its revolution, oscillated between republics, empires and 
monarchies before eventually settling into a stable republican system. 
Constitutions alone do not preserve democracies. Institutions endure 
only when citizens and leaders remain committed to them.

Dozens of countries have borrowed elements of the American con-
stitutional model showing us that ‘written constitution’ matters. But 
even more important are the ‘values’ it seeks to protect: the rule of 
law, the separation of powers, accountability, and government by the 
consent of the governed.

Whether today’s United States administration reflects the vision of 
the Founding Fathers depends largely on one’s interpretation of cur-
rent events. Some see a government adapting to twenty-first century 
realities. Others argue that expanding executive authority, growing 
bureaucracy, and increasing political polarization have taken the re-
public further from the founders’ original intent.

The question is not whether politicians claim the founders’ legacy, 
but whether they preserve the principles on which the republic is 
founded. Every generation inherits the same constitutional experiment. 
Every administration is merely its temporary steward.

As we concluded our tour, Jobert said something profound: “These 
buildings do not make the country great. It’s the people inside them.”

He was right. Marble columns, magnificent domes and historic cham-
bers cannot defend democracy on their own. That responsibility rests 
with the lawyers and judges who interpret the law, the senators and 
representatives who debate and legislate, the presidents who exercise 
restraint, and ultimately the citizens who hold them all to account.

Great republics are not sustained by architecture. They are sustained 
by character.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

Record number of 'new 
millionaires' in 2025

AFP | Zurich, Switzerland

Global personal wealth 
surged in 2025, with a 

record number of new mil-
lionaires, Swiss bank UBS 
said yesterday.

Last year saw nearly 
one million people world-
wide become US dollar 
millionaires -- the equiv-
alent of 2,600 people a day, 
according to the bank's esti-
mates.

The United States account-
ed for almost half of new 
millionaires in 2025, adding 
more than 440,000 individu-
als, followed by China, Japan, 
Germany, Britain and France, 
which each count more than 
two million millionaires in 
total.

Switzerland's biggest bank, 
which is among the world's 
largest wealth managers, pro-
duces the annual UBS Global 
Wealth Report, which assess-
es personal wealth trends.

It covers all financial and 
non-financial assets, primari-
ly property, minus debts, with 

asset v a l - ues con-
verted into dollars.

"The real story is one of 
continued expansion: more 
people moving up the wealth 
ladder," the report said.

"The gains... point to a 
world that kept building 
wealth, deepening its affluent 
population and extending a 
long-running upward trend."

UBS said that in 2025, global 
personal wealth rose by 10.8% 
in dollar terms, significant-
ly outpacing growth seen in 
2024 (4.6%) and 2023 (4.2%).

Wealth growth was strong-
est in Europe, the Middle 

E a st  a n d 
Africa, at 17.5% -- helped by a 
weaker dollar -- followed by 
the Americas at 8.5%. Asia-Pa-
cific recorded growth of  
5.9%.

Over half of global personal 
wealth remains concentrated 
in the United States and main-
land China combined.

Since 2020, South Korea 
has led growth in real average 
wealth per adult across the 56 
analysed markets, with gains 
above 50%. There have been 
increases above 25% in Cro-
atia, Norway, Latvia, Taiwan 
and Bulgaria.

End of the line for 
Finland's analogue 
phone network
AFP | Helsinki, Finland

Fi n l a n d  o n  Tu e s d ay 
pulled the plug on an-

alogue landline phone calls 
after almost 150 years, the 
latest country to push for-
ward in a global transition 
towards digital infrastruc-
ture.

Estonia, the Netherlands, 
Norway and Spain have al-
ready made the jump, as 
countries across the world 
roll out fibre optic cable that 
can handle both internet 
services and voice calls.

Finland's fixed-line net-
work began operating in the 
1880s, but like everywhere 
else the digital revolution 
has swallowed up the old 
technology based on copper 
wires.

And the Nordic country, 
home of mobile phone pio-
neer Nokia, has seen the use 
of landline phones gobbled 
up by mobile technology.

Elisa, the country's last 
major  te lecom opera-
tor with a fixed-line cop-
per-wire network, marked 
the end of its service with 
a call between the firm's 
CEO Topi Manner and Jark-
ko Saarimaki, head of the 
country's communication 
and transport agency.

UK to spend 'record' £300 bn on 
defence over next four years: PM
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Outgoing UK Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer announced 

Tuesday that Britain would 
spend almost £300 billion ($397 
billion) over the next four years 
to modernise its armed forces 
amid rising threats.

Starmer, expected to leave 
office next month after losing 
the support of Labour MPs, an-
nounced that the overall defence 
budget would increase by £15 
billion over the next four years 
to almost £300 billion, as he 
launched his long-awaited 10-
year Defence Investment Plan.

"Last year I made the decision 
in the national interest to repri-
oritise aid spending towards de-

fence and achieved the biggest 
uplift in defence spending since 
the end of the Cold War," Starm-
er said in a speech.

Poland will not 
send MiG-29 fighter 
aircraft to Ukraine: 
minister
AFP | Warsaw, Poland

Warsaw and Kyiv have 
failed to reach an 

agreement on a swap of 
Polish MiG-29 fighter air-
craft for Ukrainian drone 
technologies, Polish de-
fence minister Wladyslaw 
Kosiniak-Kamysz said.

Poland, which already 
supplied Ukraine with a 
large share of its MiG-29s 
immediately after the start 
of the Russian invasion in 
2022, still has around a doz-
en such Soviet-era aircraft, 
according to media reports.

Amid a backdrop of weeks 
of diplomatic tensions over 
WWII-era massacres be-
tween the two neighbour 
allies, Kosiniak-Kamysz at-
tributed the failure to reach 
an agreement to Ukraine.

Myanmar denies 
ASEAN request for 
Suu Kyi meeting
AFP | Naypyidaw, Myanmar

Myanmar's authorities 
have denied a request 

for ASEAN's special envoy 
to meet its deposed and de-
tained democratic leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi, an ad-
ministration spokeswoman 
said Tuesday.

The military plunged My-
anmar into civil war in 2021 
when it staged a coup oust-
ing the Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate and ending a dec-
ade-long experiment with 
democracy.

Russia says shot down over 400 Ukrainian 
drones, baby killed outside Moscow
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russia on Tuesday said it 
shot down 419 Ukrainian 

drones over the country over-
night, including in the Mos-
cow region, where authorities 
said a six-month-old baby was  
killed.

Kyiv has stepped up its long-
range drone strike campaign 
against Russia in recent months, 
as Moscow’s full-scale offen-
sive against Ukraine drags on 
for almost four-and-a-half  
years.

Ukraini n President Volod-
ymyr Zelensky said his forces 
struck a satellite communica-
tions site in the Moscow region 
for the second time in a week.

Air defence systems “in-
tercepted and destroyed 419 
Ukrainian fixed-wing un-
manned aerial vehicles” around 
the country, Moscow’s defence 
ministry posted on the state-run 
Max platform.

The governor of the Moscow 
region, Andrei Vorobyov, later 
said that drones had hit the vil-
lage of Yevgoryevsk, south-west 
of Moscow, hitting a “private 
house.” “Unfortunately, a six-
month old baby died on the way 
to hospital,” he said on Tele-
gram.

Moscow Mayor Sergei Sob-
yanin said earlier that air de-
fence had shot down 61 “ene-
my drones” on the capital since 
Monday evening.

This aerial view shows buildings destroyed following twin earthquakes in Caraballeda, La Guaira State, Venezuela

Over 58,000 buildings likely damaged or 
destroyed in Venezuela: satellite data

AFP | Washington, United 
States

The powerful twin earth-
quakes that struck Ven-

ezuela last week damaged or 
destroyed more than 58,000 
buildings, according to a pre-
liminary assessment of satel-

lite data published by US space 
agency NASA.

Some 1,700 people were 
killed and thousands remain 
missing following the quakes 
of magnitude 7.2 and 7.5 -- 
the strongest to hit the South 
American nation in more than 
a century. "Approximate-

ly 58,870 buildings were likely 
damaged or destroyed across 
the affected region" based on 
satellite radar data gathered 
on June 25, the day after the 
earthquakes, according to re-
searchers Corey Scher and 
Jamon Van Den Hoek of Ore-
gon State University.

Adani to sell stake in India 
port to MSC for $1.4 bn
AFP | Mumbai, India

Indian conglomerate Adani 
Group said yesterday that 

Europe’s MSC will buy a 49% 
stake in its deep-water trans-
shipment port in southern In-
dia for $1.4 billion.

The purchase by Switzer-
land-based MSC, the world’s 
largest container shipping com-
pany, represents the “single 
largest foreign private invest-
ment in Indian port infrastruc-
ture”, Adani said in a statement.

The agreement comes as In-
dia seeks to develop a network 
of major seaports and reduce its 
dependence on regional trans-
shipment hubs such as Singa-
pore and Colombo by handling 
a greater share of cargo domes-
tically.

The Adani Group said MSC 
would buy the stake in Adani 

Vizhinjam Port Private Limited, 
which operates the Vizhinjam 
International Seaport in the 
southern state of Kerala.

India’s much-delayed bullet 
train project picks up speed

AFP | New Delhi, India

India is finally on track to open 
a section of its long-delayed 

first high-speed bullet train line 
in 2027, railway ministry offi-
cials say, almost a decade after 
work began.

New Delhi hopes what it calls 
“a major milestone in India’s 
railway modernisation efforts” 
will serve as a springboard for a 
wider national electrified high-
speed rail network.

“The knowledge, skills 
and capabilities devel-
oped through the 
p r o j e c t  a r e 
expected to 
support fu-
ture high-
s p e e d 
rail cor-
r i d o r s 
across 
t h e 
c o u n -
t r y , ” 
t h e 
govern-
m e n t ’ s 

plan reads.
The first 508-kilometre (315-

mile) line is being built along 
its west coast, the Mumbai–
Ahmedabad High Speed Rail 
Corridor.

“A considerable amount of 
work on the entire corridor has 
already been completed,” Dhar-
mendra Tewari, Indian Rail-
ways additional director 
general, told AFP.

“The first 
sec-

tion of the bullet train will be 
operational in 2027, between 
the cities of Surat and Vapi,” 
he added.

Surat, the global diamond 
cutting centre, and Vapi, known 
for its chemical and manufac-
turing industries, are about 100 
kilometres apart.

The project has been a long 
time coming, mired in 

cost overruns and 
delays.

Ultra-wealthy Chinese exile in New York sentenced to 30 years for fraud
AFP | New York, United States

Exiled Chinese entrepreneur 
Guo Wengui, convicted of 

defrauding thousands of peo-
ple of more than $1 billion, was 
sentenced Monday to 30 years 
in prison by a federal court in 
New York, US media reported.

In July 2024, a jury unani-

mously found him guilty of 
fraud and various securities of-
fenses, wire fraud and money 
laundering.

Also known as Ho Wan Kwok 
and Miles Guo, he was accused 
of leveraging his online notori-
ety since 2018 to persuade thou-
sands of people to invest in his 
companies or projects, which 

promised lucrative returns or 
luxury services but allegedly 
mainly served to fund his lavish 
lifestyle, according to US au-
thorities.

The billionaire businessman, 
in his fifties -- his exact age is 
unknown -- was arrested by the 
FBI in March 2023 in his luxury 
Manhattan apartment overlook-

ing Central Park.
His former associate Yvette 

Wang was sentenced last year 
to 10 years in prison for her role 
in the scheme.

Guo Wengui, who made his 
fortune in real estate, moved to 
the United States in 2015, flee-
ing China, where he was target-
ed by an Interpol red notice for 
financial fraud -- accusations 
he denies.

Doha peace 
talks begin

US envoys Witkoff, Kushner meeting mediators
AFP | Doha, Qatar

US envoys were meeting 
with Qatari mediators on 
Tuesday, the Gulf state's 

foreign ministry spokesman 
said, after Washington said it 
was sending a negotiating team.

"Mr. Steve Witkoff and Mr. 
Jared Kushner are here in Doha 
to meet with mediators, with 
Qatari officials, and the talks 
will be around all regional is-
sues," foreign ministry spokes-
man Majed Al Ansari said.

Talks with the envoys would 
include discussions on Iran but 
also other topics including Leb-
anon, the spokesman said.

"They are not here for their 
negotiations with the Iranians," 
he added.

Both the US and Iran had said 
they would send officials for 
meetings in Qatar to discuss a 
memorandum of understanding 
agreed between the two sides 

aimed at ending the Middle 
East war, which broke out on 
February 28 with US-Israeli 
strikes on Iran.

Ansari clarified that no 
high-level meetings or direct 
talks between the United States 
and Iran were planned in Doha.

"To the best of my knowl-
edge, there are no direct meet-
ings scheduled between the 
two parties in the coming days," 
he said.

He explained t h a t 
a n  I r a n i - a n 
" t e c h n i c a l del-
egation trav- e l s 
to and from 
Doha based 
o n  t h e  p ro -
gress of nego-
tiations. There 
is currently no 
high-level del-
egation pres-
ent".

T h e  s o -

called technical talks, negoti-
ations between lower-ranking 
officials on details, included 
"tracks on the nuclear side... a 
track on the economic and state 
performance issue" as well as 
security, the spokesman said.

Qatar had previously refused 
to enter into mediation under 
Iranian fire as Tehran launched 
an unprecedented aerial bom-
bardment against Gulf states 
in retaliation for the US-Israeli 
strikes.

However, the Gulf emirate 
has played an active role in ne-
go- tiations in recent 

weeks after an 
i n t i a l  A p r i l 
ceasefire was 

brokered by 
Pakistan.



THERE ARE ONLY TWO WAYS TO LIVE 
YOUR LIFE. ONE IS AS THOUGH NOTHING 
IS A MIRACLE. THE OTHER IS AS THOUGH 
EVERYTHING IS A MIRACLE.
ALBERT EINSTEIN
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HISTORY
Army of Protestant King William III 
of England defeats deposed Roman 
Catholic King James II in the Battle 
of the Boyne at Oldbridge, Ireland

Joint reading of Charles Darwin and 
Alfred Russel Wallace’s papers on evo-
lution to the Linnean Society renders 

audience awestruck and silent [1]

Battle of Gettysburg begins in 
Pennsylvania, Union forces halt 
Confederate General Robert E. 
Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia

United Kingdom returns 
Hong Kong and the New 

Territories to People’s 
Republic of China

TOP 

4
TWEETS

03

04

01

#Sudan has declared 
a #cholera outbreak 

in West Kordofan state. 
As of 20 June 2026, the 
State Ministry of Health 
reported 838 suspected 
cholera cases, 7 con-
firmed cases and 117 
deaths. The outbreak 
is unfolding amid the 
continued disruption of 
health services caused 
by conflict.

@DrTedros

During a meeting with 
the National Security 

Advisor to the Prime Min-
ister of the United King-
dom, Jonathan Powell, 
we discussed continued 
support for Ukraine. We 
are grateful to the United 
Kingdom for its decision 
regarding a new support 
package worth nearly 
£290 million.

@ZelenskyyUa

BIG WIN: The United 
States Supreme Court 

just RULED AGAINST MEN 
PLAYING IN WOMEN’S 
SPORTS. Wow! That takes 
that ridiculous situation 
off the table!!!

@realDonaldTrump

Denmark is the first 
Member State to 

complete its NextGen-
erationEU plan. Your 
success is a signal for 
Europe. With €1.63 bil-
lion investment in clean 
transport, energy effi-
ciency and digital trans-
formation, Denmark is 
leading the way.

@vonderleyen

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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    India has more than 7,500 km 
of coastline and over 200 ports, 

including major and minor ports.   

 Jawaharlal Nehru Port is India’s 
largest container port. 

   Vizhinjam International Seaport 
is India’s first deep-water 

transshipment port capable of 
handling some of the world’s largest 

container ships. 

KNOW WHAT

W I D E  A N G L E

 JOEL INDRUPATI 

250 Years: The US Experiment

The question 
is not whether 

politicians claim 
the founders’ 

legacy, but 
whether they 
preserve the 

principles on 
which the republic 

is founded. 
Every generation 
inherits the same 

constitutional 
experiment. 

One of the best things I did last month, I suppose, was booking 
a walking tour.

While in Washington D.C., although for a different reason, 
I decided I would spend one full morning touring the U.S. Supreme 
Court, the Library of Congress, and, in particular, the Capitol building, 
including its crypt and the rotunda.

Thanks to Jobert, our main tour guide, I now have a clear insider’s 
view of the Capitol which is, arguably, the world’s most powerful 
government building.

Its grand and imposing neoclassical architecture, its role as the 
active legislative heart of a global superpower, and its function as a 
universal, globally-recognized, symbol of representative democracy, 
makes it unique.

Its construction began on Sep-
tember 18, 1793, when George 
Washington laid the cornerstone. 
Sadly, however, he did not live to 
see the opening of this awe-inspir-
ing building in the then-brand-
new city named after him.

Rebuilt after the British burned 
it down in 1814, the current, heav-
ily modified, Capitol building in-
corporates parts of the original 
structure. The earlier dome was 
wooden, while the current one is 
cast-iron. 

The birth of the United States, 
however, was not in Washington 
D.C. It was in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania.

When, 250 years ago, the Dec-
laration of Independence was 
signed on July 4, 1776, at the Penn-
sylvania State House—now known 
as Independence Hall—in Phil-
adelphia, not all 56 signatories 
were present, but they eventually 
signed.

The United States Constitution 
then came into force in 1789, and 
remains the world’s oldest written national constitution 
still in operation. The Bill of Rights, comprising the first ten 
amendments to the Constitution, was ratified by 1791 and still 
serves as a moral compass for law-makers.

While this constitution drew inspiration from earlier documents 
such as England’s Magna Carta of 1215, it broke new ground by creating 
a durable framework built on federalism, checks and balances, and an 
independent judiciary.

The nation’s founders deliberately turned to the ideals of the ancient 
Roman Republic when designing their new capital and its institutions. 
As the US Senate itself notes, they sought architecture that reflected 
the dignity of a republic in a world dominated by monarchies. The 
Capitol, with its sweeping columns and majestic dome, was intended 
to symbolize constitutional government and not imperial power.

History, however, offers a cautionary tale. Rome remained a repub-
lic for nearly five centuries before gradually giving way to empire. 
France, after its revolution, oscillated between republics, empires and 
monarchies before eventually settling into a stable republican system. 
Constitutions alone do not preserve democracies. Institutions endure 
only when citizens and leaders remain committed to them.

Dozens of countries have borrowed elements of the American con-
stitutional model showing us that ‘written constitution’ matters. But 
even more important are the ‘values’ it seeks to protect: the rule of 
law, the separation of powers, accountability, and government by the 
consent of the governed.

Whether today’s United States administration reflects the vision of 
the Founding Fathers depends largely on one’s interpretation of cur-
rent events. Some see a government adapting to twenty-first century 
realities. Others argue that expanding executive authority, growing 
bureaucracy, and increasing political polarization have taken the re-
public further from the founders’ original intent.

The question is not whether politicians claim the founders’ legacy, 
but whether they preserve the principles on which the republic is 
founded. Every generation inherits the same constitutional experiment. 
Every administration is merely its temporary steward.

As we concluded our tour, Jobert said something profound: “These 
buildings do not make the country great. It’s the people inside them.”

He was right. Marble columns, magnificent domes and historic cham-
bers cannot defend democracy on their own. That responsibility rests 
with the lawyers and judges who interpret the law, the senators and 
representatives who debate and legislate, the presidents who exercise 
restraint, and ultimately the citizens who hold them all to account.

Great republics are not sustained by architecture. They are sustained 
by character.

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not 
necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Daily Tribune)

Record number of 'new 
millionaires' in 2025

AFP | Zurich, Switzerland

Global personal wealth 
surged in 2025, with a 

record number of new mil-
lionaires, Swiss bank UBS 
said yesterday.

Last year saw nearly 
one million people world-
wide become US dollar 
millionaires -- the equiv-
alent of 2,600 people a day, 
according to the bank's esti-
mates.

The United States account-
ed for almost half of new 
millionaires in 2025, adding 
more than 440,000 individu-
als, followed by China, Japan, 
Germany, Britain and France, 
which each count more than 
two million millionaires in 
total.

Switzerland's biggest bank, 
which is among the world's 
largest wealth managers, pro-
duces the annual UBS Global 
Wealth Report, which assess-
es personal wealth trends.

It covers all financial and 
non-financial assets, primari-
ly property, minus debts, with 

asset v a l - ues con-
verted into dollars.

"The real story is one of 
continued expansion: more 
people moving up the wealth 
ladder," the report said.

"The gains... point to a 
world that kept building 
wealth, deepening its affluent 
population and extending a 
long-running upward trend."

UBS said that in 2025, global 
personal wealth rose by 10.8% 
in dollar terms, significant-
ly outpacing growth seen in 
2024 (4.6%) and 2023 (4.2%).

Wealth growth was strong-
est in Europe, the Middle 

E a st  a n d 
Africa, at 17.5% -- helped by a 
weaker dollar -- followed by 
the Americas at 8.5%. Asia-Pa-
cific recorded growth of  
5.9%.

Over half of global personal 
wealth remains concentrated 
in the United States and main-
land China combined.

Since 2020, South Korea 
has led growth in real average 
wealth per adult across the 56 
analysed markets, with gains 
above 50%. There have been 
increases above 25% in Cro-
atia, Norway, Latvia, Taiwan 
and Bulgaria.

End of the line for 
Finland's analogue 
phone network
AFP | Helsinki, Finland

Fi n l a n d  o n  Tu e s d ay 
pulled the plug on an-

alogue landline phone calls 
after almost 150 years, the 
latest country to push for-
ward in a global transition 
towards digital infrastruc-
ture.

Estonia, the Netherlands, 
Norway and Spain have al-
ready made the jump, as 
countries across the world 
roll out fibre optic cable that 
can handle both internet 
services and voice calls.

Finland's fixed-line net-
work began operating in the 
1880s, but like everywhere 
else the digital revolution 
has swallowed up the old 
technology based on copper 
wires.

And the Nordic country, 
home of mobile phone pio-
neer Nokia, has seen the use 
of landline phones gobbled 
up by mobile technology.

Elisa, the country's last 
major  te lecom opera-
tor with a fixed-line cop-
per-wire network, marked 
the end of its service with 
a call between the firm's 
CEO Topi Manner and Jark-
ko Saarimaki, head of the 
country's communication 
and transport agency.

UK to spend 'record' £300 bn on 
defence over next four years: PM
AFP | London, United Kingdom

Outgoing UK Prime Minister 
Keir Starmer announced 

Tuesday that Britain would 
spend almost £300 billion ($397 
billion) over the next four years 
to modernise its armed forces 
amid rising threats.

Starmer, expected to leave 
office next month after losing 
the support of Labour MPs, an-
nounced that the overall defence 
budget would increase by £15 
billion over the next four years 
to almost £300 billion, as he 
launched his long-awaited 10-
year Defence Investment Plan.

"Last year I made the decision 
in the national interest to repri-
oritise aid spending towards de-

fence and achieved the biggest 
uplift in defence spending since 
the end of the Cold War," Starm-
er said in a speech.

Poland will not 
send MiG-29 fighter 
aircraft to Ukraine: 
minister
AFP | Warsaw, Poland

Warsaw and Kyiv have 
failed to reach an 

agreement on a swap of 
Polish MiG-29 fighter air-
craft for Ukrainian drone 
technologies, Polish de-
fence minister Wladyslaw 
Kosiniak-Kamysz said.

Poland, which already 
supplied Ukraine with a 
large share of its MiG-29s 
immediately after the start 
of the Russian invasion in 
2022, still has around a doz-
en such Soviet-era aircraft, 
according to media reports.

Amid a backdrop of weeks 
of diplomatic tensions over 
WWII-era massacres be-
tween the two neighbour 
allies, Kosiniak-Kamysz at-
tributed the failure to reach 
an agreement to Ukraine.

Myanmar denies 
ASEAN request for 
Suu Kyi meeting
AFP | Naypyidaw, Myanmar

Myanmar's authorities 
have denied a request 

for ASEAN's special envoy 
to meet its deposed and de-
tained democratic leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi, an ad-
ministration spokeswoman 
said Tuesday.

The military plunged My-
anmar into civil war in 2021 
when it staged a coup oust-
ing the Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate and ending a dec-
ade-long experiment with 
democracy.

Russia says shot down over 400 Ukrainian 
drones, baby killed outside Moscow
AFP | Moscow, Russia

Russia on Tuesday said it 
shot down 419 Ukrainian 

drones over the country over-
night, including in the Mos-
cow region, where authorities 
said a six-month-old baby was  
killed.

Kyiv has stepped up its long-
range drone strike campaign 
against Russia in recent months, 
as Moscow’s full-scale offen-
sive against Ukraine drags on 
for almost four-and-a-half  
years.

Ukraini n President Volod-
ymyr Zelensky said his forces 
struck a satellite communica-
tions site in the Moscow region 
for the second time in a week.

Air defence systems “in-
tercepted and destroyed 419 
Ukrainian fixed-wing un-
manned aerial vehicles” around 
the country, Moscow’s defence 
ministry posted on the state-run 
Max platform.

The governor of the Moscow 
region, Andrei Vorobyov, later 
said that drones had hit the vil-
lage of Yevgoryevsk, south-west 
of Moscow, hitting a “private 
house.” “Unfortunately, a six-
month old baby died on the way 
to hospital,” he said on Tele-
gram.

Moscow Mayor Sergei Sob-
yanin said earlier that air de-
fence had shot down 61 “ene-
my drones” on the capital since 
Monday evening.

This aerial view shows buildings destroyed following twin earthquakes in Caraballeda, La Guaira State, Venezuela

Over 58,000 buildings likely damaged or 
destroyed in Venezuela: satellite data

AFP | Washington, United 
States

The powerful twin earth-
quakes that struck Ven-

ezuela last week damaged or 
destroyed more than 58,000 
buildings, according to a pre-
liminary assessment of satel-

lite data published by US space 
agency NASA.

Some 1,700 people were 
killed and thousands remain 
missing following the quakes 
of magnitude 7.2 and 7.5 -- 
the strongest to hit the South 
American nation in more than 
a century. "Approximate-

ly 58,870 buildings were likely 
damaged or destroyed across 
the affected region" based on 
satellite radar data gathered 
on June 25, the day after the 
earthquakes, according to re-
searchers Corey Scher and 
Jamon Van Den Hoek of Ore-
gon State University.

Adani to sell stake in India 
port to MSC for $1.4 bn
AFP | Mumbai, India

Indian conglomerate Adani 
Group said yesterday that 

Europe’s MSC will buy a 49% 
stake in its deep-water trans-
shipment port in southern In-
dia for $1.4 billion.

The purchase by Switzer-
land-based MSC, the world’s 
largest container shipping com-
pany, represents the “single 
largest foreign private invest-
ment in Indian port infrastruc-
ture”, Adani said in a statement.

The agreement comes as In-
dia seeks to develop a network 
of major seaports and reduce its 
dependence on regional trans-
shipment hubs such as Singa-
pore and Colombo by handling 
a greater share of cargo domes-
tically.

The Adani Group said MSC 
would buy the stake in Adani 

Vizhinjam Port Private Limited, 
which operates the Vizhinjam 
International Seaport in the 
southern state of Kerala.

India’s much-delayed bullet 
train project picks up speed

AFP | New Delhi, India

India is finally on track to open 
a section of its long-delayed 

first high-speed bullet train line 
in 2027, railway ministry offi-
cials say, almost a decade after 
work began.

New Delhi hopes what it calls 
“a major milestone in India’s 
railway modernisation efforts” 
will serve as a springboard for a 
wider national electrified high-
speed rail network.

“The knowledge, skills 
and capabilities devel-
oped through the 
p r o j e c t  a r e 
expected to 
support fu-
ture high-
s p e e d 
rail cor-
r i d o r s 
across 
t h e 
c o u n -
t r y , ” 
t h e 
govern-
m e n t ’ s 

plan reads.
The first 508-kilometre (315-

mile) line is being built along 
its west coast, the Mumbai–
Ahmedabad High Speed Rail 
Corridor.

“A considerable amount of 
work on the entire corridor has 
already been completed,” Dhar-
mendra Tewari, Indian Rail-
ways additional director 
general, told AFP.

“The first 
sec-

tion of the bullet train will be 
operational in 2027, between 
the cities of Surat and Vapi,” 
he added.

Surat, the global diamond 
cutting centre, and Vapi, known 
for its chemical and manufac-
turing industries, are about 100 
kilometres apart.

The project has been a long 
time coming, mired in 

cost overruns and 
delays.

Ultra-wealthy Chinese exile in New York sentenced to 30 years for fraud
AFP | New York, United States

Exiled Chinese entrepreneur 
Guo Wengui, convicted of 

defrauding thousands of peo-
ple of more than $1 billion, was 
sentenced Monday to 30 years 
in prison by a federal court in 
New York, US media reported.

In July 2024, a jury unani-

mously found him guilty of 
fraud and various securities of-
fenses, wire fraud and money 
laundering.

Also known as Ho Wan Kwok 
and Miles Guo, he was accused 
of leveraging his online notori-
ety since 2018 to persuade thou-
sands of people to invest in his 
companies or projects, which 

promised lucrative returns or 
luxury services but allegedly 
mainly served to fund his lavish 
lifestyle, according to US au-
thorities.

The billionaire businessman, 
in his fifties -- his exact age is 
unknown -- was arrested by the 
FBI in March 2023 in his luxury 
Manhattan apartment overlook-

ing Central Park.
His former associate Yvette 

Wang was sentenced last year 
to 10 years in prison for her role 
in the scheme.

Guo Wengui, who made his 
fortune in real estate, moved to 
the United States in 2015, flee-
ing China, where he was target-
ed by an Interpol red notice for 
financial fraud -- accusations 
he denies.

Doha peace 
talks begin

US envoys Witkoff, Kushner meeting mediators
AFP | Doha, Qatar

US envoys were meeting 
with Qatari mediators on 
Tuesday, the Gulf state's 

foreign ministry spokesman 
said, after Washington said it 
was sending a negotiating team.

"Mr. Steve Witkoff and Mr. 
Jared Kushner are here in Doha 
to meet with mediators, with 
Qatari officials, and the talks 
will be around all regional is-
sues," foreign ministry spokes-
man Majed Al Ansari said.

Talks with the envoys would 
include discussions on Iran but 
also other topics including Leb-
anon, the spokesman said.

"They are not here for their 
negotiations with the Iranians," 
he added.

Both the US and Iran had said 
they would send officials for 
meetings in Qatar to discuss a 
memorandum of understanding 
agreed between the two sides 

aimed at ending the Middle 
East war, which broke out on 
February 28 with US-Israeli 
strikes on Iran.

Ansari clarified that no 
high-level meetings or direct 
talks between the United States 
and Iran were planned in Doha.

"To the best of my knowl-
edge, there are no direct meet-
ings scheduled between the 
two parties in the coming days," 
he said.

He explained t h a t 
a n  I r a n i - a n 
" t e c h n i c a l del-
egation trav- e l s 
to and from 
Doha based 
o n  t h e  p ro -
gress of nego-
tiations. There 
is currently no 
high-level del-
egation pres-
ent".

T h e  s o -

called technical talks, negoti-
ations between lower-ranking 
officials on details, included 
"tracks on the nuclear side... a 
track on the economic and state 
performance issue" as well as 
security, the spokesman said.

Qatar had previously refused 
to enter into mediation under 
Iranian fire as Tehran launched 
an unprecedented aerial bom-
bardment against Gulf states 
in retaliation for the US-Israeli 
strikes.

However, the Gulf emirate 
has played an active role in ne-
go- tiations in recent 

weeks after an 
i n t i a l  A p r i l 
ceasefire was 

brokered by 
Pakistan.
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JANNAH RESTAURANT has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CHEF, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36664848 or 
cookhouse08@gmail.com
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32376386 or 
ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.
COM
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MASON, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 32376386 or 
ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
.PRO SPORT MASSAGE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of MASSEUR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17760191 or NOOORA.S91@GMAIL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32376386 or ALTRADMENA.
MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
NEW GOLDEN RESTAURANT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER 
(RESTURANTS), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35953947 or AYANMU-
HAMMEDKAPPURATH@GMAIL.COM
YAMIN CONSTRUCTION company W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of AC-
COUNTANTS, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35309260 or YAMIN-
CONSTRUCTION@OUTLOOK.COM
alredha tourist transport has a vacancy 
for the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17700680 or info@alredhatransport.com
HAIR TREND BOYS SALOON W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34128013 or AMANAWAIS894@GMAIL.COM
BAHRAIN MOBILITY INTERNATIONAL 
CENTRE has a vacancy for the occupation 
of PHYSIOTHERAPIST, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17687555 or BU-
SULTAN@BATELCO.COM.BH
WASH TIME FOR CAR WASH has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CAR CLEAN-
ER(WASHING & GREASING W.SHOP), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33777279 or R39777535R@GMAIL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32376386 or ALTRADMENA.
MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32376386 or ALTRADMENA.
MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
ALYAMAMA HOUSE FOR CLEANING CON-
TRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SERVICEMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17345569 or 
YAMAMAHOUSE1@GMAIL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32376386 or ALTRADMENA.
MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SAFETY OFFICER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAH-
RAIN@ALTRAD.COM
ADAMS ADVANCED AERO TECHNOLOGY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CONSULTANT, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 17179081 or PDAR-
VILL@ADAMSAEROTECH.COM
TRIVAGO TRAVEL & TOURISM W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17870023 or trivago.bh@
gmail.com
OMEGA MAX FACILITIES BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35409021 or EMDADULRS@GMAIL.COM
DESI HANDI RESTAURANT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COOK(GEN-
ERAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33042626 or desihandirestau-
rant@gmail.com

WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17225137 or JMSHETTY11@
HOTMAIL.COM
ELITE CRYSTAL HOTEL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17313372 or hrd@dadabhaiconstruction.com
REVIEW LIGHT ADVERTISING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 38123956 or AHMED-
BH388@GMAIL.COM
AL MANAMA CENTRE FOR HIRING 
HEAVY MACHINERY has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SHOVEL OPERATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17550011 or azizbr@gmail.com
AL MANAMA CENTRE FOR HIRING HEAVY 
MACHINERY has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of HEAVY DRIVER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 17550011 or 
azizbr@gmail.com
ELITE PARADISE BUSINESS SOLUTIONS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE WORKER HELPER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 37400773 or HAM-
ZA.SHABBIR3321@GMAIL.COM
DATKULA CLEANING SERVICES  W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 36563904 or WALIDBAHRAINI015@
GMAIL.COM
ALUM JAHANGIR COMPUTER CON-
SULTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COMPUTER OPERATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
34342179 or BNG.BH.786@GMAIL.COM
Havelock One Interiors WLL has a va-
cancy for the occupation of PAINTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17832022 or HAMIDA.ALHUBAIL@HAVE-
LOCKONE.COM
FIORI TRADING has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALES WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33194444 or FGROUP.BH@GMAIL.COM
ASK REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TECHNICIAN(MAIN-
TENANCE), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17211180 or karimyazji@
askventures.net
SEVENTH EMPIRES TRADING AND CON-
TRACTING W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SUPERVISOR SALES, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33331574 or JINNA123@GMAIL.COM
MULTI TOOLS TRADING has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17225190 or shanajjar@gmail.com
Ramee Grand Hotel & Spa has a vacancy 
for the occupation of WAITER, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17111999 
or hrs.bh@rameehotels.com
AL NAJDI CAR SERVICE has a vacancy 
for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN(VE-
HICLES), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36660646 or ZAMZAMMO-
HAMED81@GMAIL.COM
USMAN RAO CONSULTANCY W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
HELPER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33175821 or RAREZONEGUID@
GMAIL.COM
ASEEL ZAAD BUSINESS SUPPORT CO 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 34300273 or 
PRINCEDOHA786@GMAIL.COM
Stiller Agency for the Supply Workers w. 
l. l has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CASHIER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17717730 or rsuresh@alaz-
zamgroup.com
ZESTINA CARGO CO W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of OFFICE HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39074784 or MMMMMKTRAVELVLOGS@
GMAIL.COM
FAHUDI SALON has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36077775 or OM-
JASSIM844@HOTMAIL.COM
HIGH GROW W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of MECHANIC, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36020034 or 
HAFIZSADDAMCA@GMAIL.COM

QUICK ZEBRA SERVICES has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CLEANER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17700211 or hrd@dreamgroup.bh
RAMSIS ENGINEERING CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of HEAVY 
DRIVER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17830801 or Abbas@ramsis.com.bh
ZARVEX COMBINE SUPPORT FACILITIES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE WORKER HELPER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 38337233 or 
AMNANABIL30@GMAIL.COM
UNI CARE INTERNATIONAL CONSTRUC-
TION W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17292626 or fur-
qansharief@gmail.com
OLIVE MARKETING & CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
DESIGNER(INTERIORS), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17665251 or JE-
JOJACOB@GMAIL.COM
GULF AIR B.S.C. (C) has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CABIN CREW / FLIGHT 
STEWARD, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17337804 or recruitment@
gulfair.com
ALMOAYYED CLEANING & MAINTE-
NANCE W.L.L. has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of CLEANER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17400407 or prof-
fice@almoayyedcg.com
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a va-
cancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of STOREKEEPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17265555 or adeel.
hameed@al-aali.com
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy 
for the occupation of QUALITY INSPEC-
TOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@
al-aali.com
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy 
for the occupation of STEEL FABRICATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
PAKTEL TECHNOLOGY W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SUPERVISOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35949715 or Khuramjadoon7@GMAIL.
COM
MILESTONE CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34483414 or SHANAV-
AZ_SAIT@HOTMAIL.COM
KAMRUL MARKETING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39455890 or NAYMULSHAKE@GMAIL.COM
ALMUHTARAM GENTS HAIRDRESSING 
SALON W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39466993 or AL-
MOOSAWI.BH89@GMAIL.COM
Opal Welding, Blacksmith, and Fabrica-
tion Workshop has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(ORNAMENTAL SHEET 
METAL), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33146336 or MOHAMED5M5@
HOTMAIL.COM
FOUR LEAF CONTRACTING W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39633078 or hr@
fourleafbh.com
SWAGAT RESTAURANT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of KITCHEN 

FIVE STAR SUPPORT SERVICES COMPA-
NY W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of ADMINISTRATOR, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 36943477 or 
SA6176893@GMAIL.COM
Samui Thai Restaurant has a vacancy 
for the occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17291133 or ISA.ALHADDAD@HOTMAIL.
COM
ALMANAL GOLDSMITHS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38854051 or VANDANASONI14@YAHOO.
COM
SAYACORP HOSPITALITY W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLERK(HO-
TEL RECEPTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17170000 or kathrina.
nisnisan@conradhotels.com
al hara al muharraqia contracting has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
37070404 or ha_almajed@hotmail.com
MULA JEEVAN KHUBAZ W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BREAD BAK-
ER, suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 37626263 or SUFIYAN2249@GMAIL.
COM
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17400407 or proffice@al-
moayyedcg.com
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacancy 
for the occupation of STEEL FABRICATOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17265555 or adeel.hameed@al-aali.com
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17400407 or proffice@al-
moayyedcg.com
diva hotel has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of MASSEUR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 17251444 or 
BUAHMED101@HOTMAIL.COM
INTEGRATED FACILITY MANAGEMENT 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17400407 or proffice@al-
moayyedcg.com
ALDOOR EXCAVATION & BUILDING CON-
TRACTING CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17877246 or zainabhr@aldoorbh.com
SMART ARTS & EVENTS W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of GRAPHIC DE-
SIGNER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33134130 or MAILS@SARANS.IN
GARAGE SILVER MOTOR CYCLES W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of POL-
ISHER(METAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17784460 or SILVER@
BATELCO.COM.BH
MILESTONE CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of PAINTER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 34483414 or SHANAV-
AZ_SAIT@HOTMAIL.COM
NAFEES AHMED SERVIECS W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33673786 or OSA-
MAMOHAMED855@GAMIL.COM
WADI AL-DAIH FOR BICYCLE REPAIR 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of BICYCLE REPAIRER/ASSEMBLER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33363999 or ALIALI1984BH@GMAIL.COM
Resochem consulting Services Co. WLL 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES EXECUTIVE REPRESENTATIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
38269132 or mazharh@gmail.com
KARK ALSULTUM has a vacancy for the 
occupation of KITCHEN WORKER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33939913 or ATTOOLY@HOTMAIL.COM
DREAM LAND ICE-CREAM BAHRAINI 
PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17535982 or BUTALAL1953@YAHOO.COM
KHAMAH BEAUTY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BEAUTICIAN, suitably qual-

ified applicants can contact 39266204 or 
SAEEDA306S@ICLOUD.COM
MJD CLEANING AND FACILITY SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 77087232 or 
info@mjdgroupbh.com
MARZOOQ GENT BEAUTY has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BARBER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
39420202 or aeam@batelco.com.bh
GULF FENCING & SPECIALIST SURFAC-
ING EST. has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of WORKER(GARDENING), suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17591197 
or rasha@gfss.com.bh
UFAQ BUILDING CLEANING & CONTRACT-
ING CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of CLEANER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 33715781 or RAKBS.
BH@GMAIL.COM
SVITZER BAHRAIN W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of TUG-BOAT MASTER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66958580 or ahmad.hamdy@svitzer.com
KAZI BICYCLES CENTER has a vacancy 
for the occupation of SALESMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33058503 or BASHIRARSHAD006@
GMAIL.COM
YASER EBRAHIM CONSTRUCTION OF 
BUILDINGS has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(CONSTRUCTION).
GENERAL, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38947878 or YASEREBRA-
HIMBH12@GMAIL.COM
JOSEPHINE  VINCE  CARGO HANDLING  
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of WORKER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36484758 or ATTAU3421@GMAIL.COM
al enma house for security services W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of SE-
CURITY GUARD, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 36633319 or admin@
enmabh.com
AMERICAN SCHOOL OF BAHRAIN W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
TEACHER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17211800 or jobs@asb.bh
CRISPY CREAM has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of SHIFT LEADER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17272883 or 
ssaleh@americana-food.com
KRISPY CREAM has a vacancy for the 
occupation of COOK(ASSISTANT), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17272883 or ssaleh@AMERICANA-FOOD.
COM
NEELUM STAR MANAGEMENT CONSUL-
TANCY W.L.L has a vacancy for the oc-
cupation of OFFICE WORKER HELPER, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 33160380 or SYEDASADSHAH997@
GMAIL.COM
NEWCASTLE CONSTRUCTION W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of GAR-
DENER, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17670885 or newcastle51280@
gmail.com
AL HILAL MULTI SPECIALTY MEDICAL 
CENTER RIFFA B.S.C CLOSED has a 
vacancy for the occupation of NURSE(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17344700 or HRD@ALHILAL-
HEALTHCARE.COM
MOWASA KITCHEN W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CHEF, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 35457599 or 
SHAFQATRABBANII@GMAIL.COM
QAYYUM MUJDAD AUTO SERVICES  
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of GARAGE MECHANIC, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39454342 or SHA-
KEELG88@YAHOO.COM
ALROOMI  RENTAL OF SWIMMING POOLS 
has a vacancy for the occupation of RE-
CEPTIONIST (GENERAL), suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33665539 or 
ALROOMI71@HOTMAIL.COM
A R SHINE SECOND-HAND GOODS W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALES WORKER, suitably qualified ap-
plicants can contact 39508650 or ABC-
DEARF@GMAIL.COM
4g mobile world has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 

39452741 or HOORALAND@GMAIL.COM
MALHAR CLEANING AND CONTRACTING 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33000041 or INFOBAH-
RAIN2@GMAIL.COM
SHADAB MENS SALOON BAHRAINI PART-
NERSHIP COMPANY has a vacancy for the 
occupation of BARBER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33627526 or IM-
RANHAFEEZ455@GMAIL.COM
PAKISTANI TAWA RESTAURANT W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(GRILLING), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33853295 or RA-
BAHRAIN3@GMAIL.COM
SEVENTY SEVEN CONTRACTING W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of OF-
FICE HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33433238 or HARD-
EEPSARA1980@GMAIL.COM
Q SMART MOBILE has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17240128 or 
ALZAEEM.Z@HOTMAIL.COM
TEHKAL KULA COMPUTER MANAGE-
MENT W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of OFFICE ASSISTANT, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36563904 or 
MOHSINPERVEZ532@GMAIL.COM
AMWAJ EDUCATIONAL COMPANY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
16033105 or abeer@amwaj.bh
NAFEES AHMED COMBAIN SERVIECS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of SUPERVISOR(INTERNAL WORKS), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36188627 or RAJASAMYAL124@GMAIL.
COM
KARAK CAFE has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SUPERVISOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33456699 or MAR-
JANA.JAFFAR@GMAIL.COM
NAFEES AHMED COMBAIN SERVIECS 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36188627 or RAJASAMY-
AL124@GMAIL.COM
arab concepts construction has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of MASON, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 36212123 
or mega.bh@hotmail.com
ALAALI CONTRACTING has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CLEANER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17566444 or 
alaalico@batelco.com.bh
JEWELLERY CORNER has a vacancy for 
the occupation of JEWELRY GOLDSMITH 
(GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17623444 or AMSAFAR@
GMAIL.COM
AL JAZEERA SECURITY CO. W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SECURITY 
GUARD, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36945444 or info@jssbahrain.
com
SAVOY GRANDE HOTEL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of THERAPIST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
32250282 or HIREN@BRUPCO.COM
LIMBR FITNESS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of TRAINER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 39456782 or 
KHALIDBUALI@HOTMAIL.COM
ZAKI STAR HOME DECOR SERVICES 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
WORKER(PAINT FINISHER), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 38238131 or 
GULFYATRABH@GMAIL.COM
FIRST LIGHT ELECTRICAL W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of ELECTRICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33691033 or firstlightec@gmail.com
PASCAL LINE CONSTRUCTION has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MASON, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33458931 or SARHANLINE@GMAIL.COM
AHMED MANSOOR ALAALI has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 17265555 or adeel.hameed@
al-aali.com
LOVELY  MALABAR RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36736711 or AMAALY.CO@GMAIL.COM



09WEDNESDAY, JULY 1, 2026

Etihad Rail Begins Operations

The UAE has 
e n t e r e d  a 
n e w  e ra  o f 

transportation with 
the launch of its first 
national passenger rail 
service, as Etihad Rail 
welcomed its first pay-
ing passengers onboard 
the inaugural scheduled 
journey from Fujairah 
to Abu Dhabi.

The historic train depart-
ed Fujairah Station at 5:34am 
and arrived at Mohammed Bin 
Zayed City Station in Abu Dhabi 
at 7:19am, marking the official 
start of scheduled passenger rail 
operations across the UAE.

The launch represents a major 
milestone in the country’s trans-
port development, introducing a 
modern rail option designed to 
improve connectivity between 
emirates and provide residents 
and visitors with a safe, reliable 
and comfortable travel experi-
ence.

Etihad Rail said customer de-
mand was strong ahead of the 
launch, with more than 10,000 
tickets sold since bookings 
opened.

A total of six passenger servic-
es operated on the first day as the 
company began the introductory 
operational phase of its national 
passenger network.

Passengers travelling on the 
inaugural services experienced 
a range of facilities, including 
guaranteed seating, onboard Wi-
Fi, power outlets at every seat, 
generous luggage allowances 
and Premium Class options of-

fering enhanced comfort.
Etihad Rail also announced its 

partnership with the Integrated 
Transport Centre (Abu Dhabi 
Mobility) to connect passenger 
rail services with Abu Dhabi’s 
wider transport network, allow-
ing passengers to continue their 
journeys via buses, taxis and oth-
er mobility solutions.

Etihad Rail Chief Operating 
Officer Azza Alsuwaidi de-
scribed the launch as a historic 
moment for the UAE, saying the 
first journey represents the tran-
sition of a national vision into 
everyday life.

The Bahrain Center for 
Strategic, Internation-
al and Energy Studies 

(Derasat) and the American 
Foreign Policy Council (AFPC), 
in coordination with the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
General Secretariat, have offi-
cially launched the GCC–U.S. 
Think Tank Strategic Dialogue.

The closed webinar focused 
on the future direction of the 
GCC–U.S. partnership amid 
changing regional security and 
economic conditions, with dis-
cussions covering regional sta-
bility, energy security, econom-
ic integration, and emerging 
geopolitical challenges.  

In his opening remarks, GCC 
Secretary General Jasem Mo-
hamed Al Budaiwi emphasized 
that the GCC–U.S. partnership 
continues to serve as a funda-
mental pillar supporting re-
gional stability. He highlighted 
the importance of shifting from 
a crisis-management approach 
toward developing a com-
prehensive regional security 
framework capable of address-
ing evolving challenges.

Derasat CEO Abdulla Mo-
hamed Alahmed said the stra-
tegic dialogue represents an 
opportunity not only to analyze 

current developments but also 
to anticipate future trends and 
develop practical recommen-
dations to strengthen GCC–U.S. 
cooperation.

He said the initiative seeks to 
identify strategic lessons and 
support policies that contribute 
to regional security and sta-
bility.

Alahmed added that Derasat 
aims to expand the dialogue in 
the future to cover additional 
areas of mutual interest, with 
upcoming in-person meetings 
planned in Washington D.C. 
and Manama later this year.

The meetings will coincide 
with Bahrain’s presidency of 
the 46th session of the GCC.

Security, energy and economy 

Participants highlighted 
that security, energy and eco-
nomic issues are increasingly 
interconnected and must be 
addressed through coordinated 
strategies to ensure the stability 
of the Arabian Gulf region.

The discussions also focused 
on recent regional develop-
ments, including attacks target-
ing GCC member states, critical 
infrastructure, maritime routes 
and freedom of navigation.

Key topics discussed during 
the dialogue included the fu-
ture of the GCC–U.S. security 
partnership, energy resilience, 
economic diversification, mar-
itime security, protection of 
critical infrastructure, logistics 
development and strengthen-
ing collective capabilities.

GCC–U.S. Think Tank Strategic Dialogue Launched 

OIC Condemns Israeli Attacks on Syrian Territory

MONRO FOOD TRANSPORT has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of OFFICE ASSIS-
TANT, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 39133187 or MUDC.BH@GMAIL.COM
THOHAIB CONTRACTING W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORKER(-
CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33420480 or THOHAIB-
CONTRACTING@GMAIL.COM
SECURE DOCUMENTS CLEARANCE. has 
a vacancy for the occupation of OFFICE 
ASSISTANT, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36960999 or infobahrain2@
gmail.com
FEDORA CONTRACTING CO WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39311119 or exp.
sev4doc@gmail.com
MOOD STYLE GENTS SALOON W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39226075 or DPALAS662@GMAIL.COM
ZAM ZAM BUKHARI RESTAURANT has a 
vacancy for the occupation of COOK(AS-
SISTANT), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 39888023 or chshafiq581@
gmail.com
Star-Grace Management Services W.l.l 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
CLEANER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36863894 or stargraceman-
agement@gmail.com
S M D S SERVICES W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of CONSTRUCTION 
WORKER, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 38181800 or khanptpm1@
gmail.com
QUSAI ALUMINIM FABRICATLON has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WELDER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39634868 or FOX_513@HOTMAIL.COM
BAANI G MOBILES has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17772239 or 
MRADC2020@GMAIL.COM
FAIZAN SERVICES CO W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(MAIN-
TENANCEW).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33745542 or KING-
SATTAR84@GMAIL.COM
THE SHOE SETTING W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39091396 or PPANCHAL1180@GMIL.COM
TOP TOUCH FOR SERVICES has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of WORKER(CON-
STRUCTION).GENERAL, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36373035 or AL_
SABBA3@HOTMAIL.COM
CIRCLE GENTS SALOON W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33211339 or KHALIFAKAS@HOTMAIL.
COM
PENCIL POINT W.L.L has a vacancy for the 
occupation of SALESMAN, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 33850833 or 
PENCILPOINTBH@GMAIL.COM
fameeda construction has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33002957 or fameedabh@gmail.
com
KEY STONE REAL ESTATE W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of SALESMAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 35161912 or AZMAT.MEHMOOD32@
GMAIL.COM
FEDORA CONTRACTING CO WLL has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(CONSTRUCTION), suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 39311119 or exp.
sev4doc@gmail.com
ANWAR AL HUSSAIN FOR FOOD STUFF 
CENTRE W.L.L has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of SALES EXCUTIVE, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33736508 or 
MDM920991@HOTMAIL.COM
ALEEM MOHAMMED FOR REPAIR OF MA-
CHINERY AND EQUIPMENT W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MECHANIC, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
35569202 or ANAYA.BH21@GMAIL.COM
USMANS NEW LOOK SALON has a va-
cancy for the occupation of BARBER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 

33379334 or USMAN_DC@YAHOO.COM
Transport Al-Fadhel  to the owner Ali Fad-
hel Fadhel Mohammed K has a vacancy 
for the occupation of DRIVER(BUS), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33039333 or ALIFADHEL80@GMAIL.COM
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17700211 or HRD@
DREAMGROUP.BH
DREAM PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT CO. 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation 
of CLEANER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 17700211 or HRD@
DREAMGROUP.BH
FALCON ISLAND CLEANING EST has a 
vacancy for the occupation of WORK-
ER(MAINTENANCEW).GENERAL, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
33454414 or falcon-i@hotmail.com
AL-WAFI EVENTS W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of OFFICE ASSISTANT, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33948203 or WIDADZIKO@ICLOUD.COM
WHITE FALCON PRIVATE SECURITY 
SERVICES Co. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SECURITY GUARD, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66626168 or TDAINEH@GMAIL.COM
MAKAH COMPUTER TECHNOLOGY W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of 
SALESMAN, suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 33791675 or makahcomput-
er@gmail.com
FAJER AL KHALEEJ TRADING WLL has 
a vacancy for the occupation of SUPER-
VISOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36115469 or rajeshudhaya@
gmail.com
AL AALI ENTERPRISES has a vacancy for 
the occupation of MAINTENANCE CLERK, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17275346 or mail@alaalienterprises.com
BLACK ANGUS RESTAURANT W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of WAITER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39831380 or FITNESS.MADAN@YAHOO.COM
MODERN SOURCES STORE W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of SALES-
MAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 36667606 or MORSLON@HOT-
MAIL.COM
MAHAIL MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupation of 
OFFICE HELPER, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 37262842 or SOHAIL-
BUSINESS.BH@GMAIL.COM
ALDAFOOR CO W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of CASHIER, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36448868 or 
MHMD.ALARADI.94@GMAIL.COM
GLOBAL REMOTE BAHRAIN W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TECHNI-
CIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17811757 or INFO@PROCOAT.CO
SHINE GOLD AND DIAMOND W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of MARKET-
ING EXECUTIVE, suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 33603727 or RAHMAN-
SHINE@GMAIL.COM
Seven Sea Gate Marine W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of SALES EXCUTIVE, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39676747 or DANEEZ1977@GMAIL.COM
Hydrapro For Trading & Services Co.W.L.L 
has a vacancy for the occupation of TECH-
NICIAN, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 17623723 or MCSC@MCSCWLL.
COM
LMS CAPITAL INTERNATIONAL TRADING 
CO W.L.L has a vacancy for the occupa-
tion of TRANSLATOR, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 36655223 or LM-
SCAPITAL888@GMAIL.COM
ADEL ABBAS EBRAHIM KHALAF has a 
vacancy for the occupation of CLEANER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17261094 or ADELKHALAF111@GMAIL.COM
ABN AL NAFIS PALACE TAILORING - BAH-
RAINI PARTNERSHIP COMPANY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of TAILOR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36148198 or DEEPUMILAN4123@GMAIL.
COM
SALVAGE TOWN BUYING AND SELLING 
OF METAL SCRAP has a vacancy for the 
occupation of WORKER(SALES), suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 

33798312 or newbh48@gmail.com
MUHAMMAD RASHID CO W.L.L has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DRIVER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36410369 or VISTOCONSULTANCY80@
GMAIL.COM
ABDULLA ABDULRAHMAN ALRAYES 
AND SONS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of DRIVER(FORKLIFT), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
17252144 or HR@ALRAYESDECOR.COM
ALBARAKA LOGISTIC has a vacancy for 
the occupation of HEAVY DRIVER, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
17740444 or info@albarakabh.com
BOUNTIFUL MULTIPLEX AUDITING SOLU-
TIONS AND CONSULTANCY CO. W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of ACCOUN-
TANT(GENERAL), suitably qualified appli-
cants can contact 35982893 or SHEHIN-
SHA@GMAIL.COM
AL SABAH AIRCONDITIONING has a va-
cancy for the occupation of STEEL FABRI-
CATOR, suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 33945756 or info@alsabahac.com
LEBANESE RESTURANT W.L.L has a va-
cancy for the occupation of CHEF, suitably 
qualified applicants can contact 17877033 
or HMCS2005@BATELCO.COM.BH
JAWAHER ALSULTANA JEWELLERY has a 
vacancy for the occupation of DESIGNER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
33312133 or JAFFARBINRIYADH@GMAIL.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 32376386 or 
ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
ARADOUS BAKERY W.L.L has a vacancy 
for the occupation of BAKER(GENERAL), 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
39993911 or HUSSAIN.ALTAAN@GMAIL.
COM
FAHD BA SALEEB FOR INTELLIGENT 
SYSTEMS CO. W.L.L has a vacancy for 
the occupation of SYSTEM ANALYST, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36293061 or alnaqeb1@gmail.com
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of WORKER(CONSTRUC-
TION), suitably qualified applicants can 
contact 32376386 or ALTRADMENA.
MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy 
for the occupation of FOREMAN, suit-
ably qualified applicants can contact 
32376386 or ALTRADMENA.MAILBAH-
RAIN@ALTRAD.COM
R.B. HILTON LIMITED has a vacancy for 
the occupation of FITTER, suitably quali-
fied applicants can contact 32376386 or 
ALTRADMENA.MAILBAHRAIN@ALTRAD.
COM
HAWJAR BEAUTY SALON has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of BEAUTICIAN, 
suitably qualified applicants can con-
tact 39828100 or DANAALGHANIM773@
GMAIL.COM
M4 EVENTS has a vacancy for the occu-
pation of WORKER(SALES), suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 17343805 or 
MISS-MARIAM053@HOTMAIL.COM
M.A.M.H BUSINESS GROUP W.L.L has 
a vacancy for the occupation of CON-
STRUCTION WORKER, suitably qualified 
applicants can contact 33608002 or info-
mamh.bh@gmail.com
MAYSHA MASSAGE AND SPA has a va-
cancy for the occupation of MASSEUR, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
66665522 or MARWA.ALAWADHI@HOT-
MAIL.COM
abdulghani laundry has a vacancy for the 
occupation of LAUNDERER/PRESSER(-
GENERAL), suitably qualified applicants 
can contact 36711335 or NAJEEBA68@
GMAIL.COM
Ibis Seef Bahrain Hotel has a vacancy for 
the occupation of AUDITOR, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 36990602 or 
EMAD@ACTIONKUWAIT.COM
FRIENDS TELECOM has a vacancy for the 
occupation of TECHNICIAN, suitably qual-
ified applicants can contact 33689921 or 
MUHAMMEDSHAH338@GMAIL.COM
TRIM & STYLE SALON  W.L.L has a vacan-
cy for the occupation of HAIR DRESSER, 
suitably qualified applicants can contact 
36787705 or MOHAMMED.FATEEL.94@
GMAIL.COM
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NOTICE - CHANGE OF NAME
I, Mohd Ikhlak S/o Mohd Nanu, holding Indian Passport No. 

S4717027 dated 18/04/2018 issued at Riyadh having permanent 
residence at (full address in India):- HNO 66 2, Mohammadi 
Ganj Jalalabad, Tehsil Shamli, Prabudhnagar, Uttar Pradesh 
PIN 247778, presently residing at (full address in Bahrain) Flat/
Shop No. 22, Building 3759,  Road/Street 2764, SAR , Block 527, 
Bahrain, will henceforth be known as (Given name) Malik, 
(Surname) Ikhlak. Objections, if any, may be forwarded to 
Embassy of India, P.O. Box 26106, Bldg 1090, Road 2819, Block 
428, Al Seef, Kingdom of Bahrain.

New rail service links Fujairah and Abu Dhabi, offering onboard 
Wi-Fi, premium seating and seamless mobility connections

The General Secretariat 
of the Organization of 
Islamic Cooperation 

(OIC) strongly condemned re-
cent Israeli attacks and incur-
sions into Syria’s governorates of 
Quneitra Governorate and Daraa 
Governorate, describing them as 
violations of Syrian sovereignty 
and international law.   

 In a statement, the OIC de-
nounced the shelling and mil-
itary operations carried out by 

Israeli forces, warning that such 
actions threaten regional stability 
and undermine security efforts. 

 The organization reaffirmed 
its solidarity with the Syrian Arab 
Republic, emphasizing support 
for its sovereignty, unity, and ter-

ritorial integrity. It also called 
on the international community 
to take urgent action to halt the 
attacks and ensure compliance 
with the 1974 Disengagement 
Agreement to preserve Syria’s 
stability and security.



Muscle man strikes silver again

Mohammed Darwish
TDT | Manama

Bahraini bodybuilder Ham-
ad Kaldari has won silver 

at the Mr Universe Thailand 
International Bodybuilding 
Championship, taking second 
place for the second year in 
a row.

The event drew competi-
tors from 49 countries, with 
Kaldari again reaching the 
podium in one of the sport’s 
international contests.

Sami Al Haddad, president 
of the Bahrain Bodybuilding 
and Fitness Federation, con-
gratulated Kaldari on the re-
sult and said the medal added 

to Bahrain’s record in body-
building.

He said the contest brought 
together leading athletes from 
around the world, but Kaldari 
showed the form needed to 
finish second.

Al Haddad said the result 
showed the level reached by 
Bahraini bodybuilders and 
praised the athletes’ work, as 
well as the backing given to the 
sport in the kingdom.

He wished Kaldari further 
success in future events and 
said the federation would keep 
supporting Bahraini athletes 
as they seek to compete in re-
gional and international cham-
pionships.

27 NOCs nominate Shaikh 
Joaan for OCA President
TDT | Manama

The Olympic Council of 
Asia (OCA) announced that 

it received nominations from 
27 National Olympic Commit-
tees in favour of Shaikh Joaan 
Bin Hamad Al Thani for the 
position of OCA President for 
the 2027–2035 term.

The OCA President thanked 
the NOCs for their trust and 
confidence in his leadership.

T h e  n ex t  O C A G e n e r-
al Assembly will be held in 

Doha, Qatar on January 27,  
2027.

Nine years old, nine golds
The girl who turned play into power

Neethu V
TDT | Manama

It all began at home, with 
playful grappling sessions 
with her mother.

At the time, Eleonore van den 
Hooven had not yet learned her 
first Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu tech-
nique, but even then, she was 
clearly a natural. 

A couple of months later, she 
is standing on international 
podiums. Her latest achieve-
ment came at the AJP Tour 
Doha International Jiu-Jitsu 
Championship, where she won  
gold.

The nine-year-old trains 
at Gracie Jiu-Jitsu Bahrain 
and with the Bahrain Nation-
al Wrestling Team. In just 
1.5 years of training and 10 
months of competition, she 
has collected nine gold medals 
and two silver medals across 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and wres-
tling tournaments in Bah-
rain, Qatar, the UAE and Saudi  
Arabia.

Speaking to The Daily Tribune 
(TDT), her mother, Sophie van 
den Hooven, herself an MMA 
and grappling competitor, said 
she noticed her daughter’s po-
tential early on. 

“From a young age, we used 
to grapple together for fun, and 

I could already see she had nat-
ural ability,” she told TDT.

That talent became even 
more evident once formal train-
ing began, where she would of-
ten dominate the other children 
during practice.

After just eight months of 
training, Eleonore entered her 
first tournament in Abu Dhabi 
and won silver.

“ F r o m  t h a t  m o m e n t , 
everything took off,” her moth-
er said.

Move to Bahrain
The family’s move to Bahrain 

proved to be a turning point.
“There were no Brazilian 

Jiu-Jitsu or wrestling clubs in 
our city in the Netherlands. 
After we moved to Bahrain, 
she finally had the opportuni-
ty to start training in January 
2025,” Mrs van den Hooven told  
TDT.

Despite her rapid rise, Ele-
onore is already focused on 
what comes next. Her next 
major target is the Abu Dhabi 
World Championship in No-
vember. Before that, she will at-
tend a wrestling summer camp 
in Uzbekistan with the Bahrain 
National Wrestling Team.

Inspiration
She draws inspiration from 

Sarah Galvão, a world champi-
on who earned her black belt 
at just 18.   Beyond medals, the 
family hopes her journey will 
inspire more girls in Bahrain to 
take up the sport.

Eleonore also hopes her suc-
cess will encourage more girls 
to take up the sport as very few 
girls train in Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu 
and wrestling in Bahrain.

“She would love to have more 
girls around in the gym,” Mrs 
van den Hooven added.

For Eleonore, the journey is 
only just beginning, as is her 
dream of inspiring the next 
generation of girls to step onto 
the mat.

Shaikh Joaan Bin Hamad Al Thani

Eleonore van den Hooven with her 
gold medal
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NMS Bahrain continues winning 
legacy at CBSE cluster championships
TDT | Manama

New Millennium School, 
Bahrain, once again reaf-

firmed its sporting excellence 
with an impressive performance 
at the CBSE Cluster (Bahrain 
Chapter) Inter-School Cham-
pionships 2026–27. Competing 
against leading CBSE schools 
in the Kingdom, NMS students 
showcased exceptional talent, 
determination, and sportsman-
ship across badminton, chess, 
and table tennis events.

The school emerged as a 
top-performing institution,  

securing championship titles in 
multiple categories and bring-
ing immense pride to the NMS 
community.

The outstanding perfor-
mances reflected the students’ 
dedication, rigorous training, 
and unwavering determination. 
Their success stands as a proud 
example of the school’s commit-
ment to nurturing excellence in 
both academics and co-curricu-
lar pursuits.

Congratulating the students, 
coaches, and parents on their 
remarkable achievements, Prin-

cipal Dr. Arun Kuumar Sharma 
stated that the exceptional per-
formance resulted from the stu-
dents’ hard work, perseverance, 
and competitive spirit. 

He added that the school was 
immensely proud of its young 
sportspersons for representing 
NMS with excellence, discipline, 
and integrity, and for upholding 
the institution’s rich sporting 
legacy.

Chairman Dr. Ravi Pillai 
and Managing Director Mrs. 
Geetha Pillai extended their   
heartfelt congratulations to the 

students, coaches, and parents 
for the commendable achieve-
ment. They remarked that the 
impressive results reflected 
the school’s unwavering com-
mitment to promoting holistic 
education, where sporting ex-
cellence is nurtured alongside 
academic success. 

The management, staff, and 
the entire NMS family congratu-
late the winners and wish them 
continued success in the forth-
coming CBSE National Cluster 
Championships and all future 
sporting endeavours.

NMS emerged 
Champions in the 
following categories
Badminton
Under-14 Girls - Winners
Under-17 Girls – Winners
Under -19 Boys – Runners -up

Chess
Under-11 Boys - Winners
Under-17 Boys - Winners
Under-19 Boys - Winners

Table Tennis
Under-14 Boys -- Winners
Under-17 Boys – Winners
Under -19 Boys  -- Runners-up
Under-14 Girls – Runners -up
Under-17 Girls – Runners -up

Winners, including the badminton category champions, with Principal Dr. Arun Kumar Sharma

Champions of Table Tennis: Under-14 Boys – Winners | Under-17 Boys – Winners | Under-19 Boys – Runners-up | Under-14 Girls – Runners-up | Under-17 Girls – Runners-up

BRAVE CF 107 full card revealed 
as Bulgaria prepares for another 

historic night of action
Manama

BRAVE Combat Federation™ 
(BRAVE CF), the world’s fast-

est-growing and most global 
mixed martial arts organiza-
tion, has officially unveiled 
the full fight card for BRAVE 
CF 107, setting the stage for a 
spectacular night of elite tal-
ent, compelling matchups, and 
unforgettable moments inside 
the cage.

The promotion returns to 
Bulgaria on Saturday, August 
1, bringing its signature brand 
of world-class competition to 
Burgas Arena in partnership 
with Bulgarian Fight Agency 
(BFA). The upcoming spectacle 
marks another milestone in a 
relationship that has continued 
to flourish, elevating the sport’s 
profile throughout Eastern Eu-
rope.

 Leading the bill is a pivotal 
light heavyweight showdown 
between Bulgarian standout 
Kaloyan Kolev and Slovenia’s 
Nemanja “Sledgehammer” 
Kovac. Competing in front of a 
passionate home crowd, Kolev 
looks to deliver a memorable 
performance against a danger-
ous challenger eager to spoil 
the celebration.

 The co-main event features 

another fascinating interna-
tional contest as Georgian 
standout Bidzina Gavashelish-
vili squares off against South 
Africa’s Luthando “Shorty” 
Biko in a flyweight encounter 
that promises to be an instant 
classic from the opening ex-
change.

 Beyond the featured bouts, 
fans can expect an outstand-
ing collection of rising stars 
and proven competitors. The 
lineup includes Muhammad Id-
risov, Nikolay Atanasov, Delyan 
Georgiev, Owais Yaqoob, Da-
nylo Voievodkin, and Grégory 
“Robson” Robinet, adding even 

greater depth to an already 
stacked evening.

Excitement continues to 
build as August 1 approaches, 
with Burgas once again serving 
as the destination for another 
landmark chapter in BRAVE CF’s 
European milestone. 

Featuring established ath-
letes determined to reinforce 
their status alongside prom-
ising prospects pursuing ca-
reer-defining victories, BRAVE 
CF 107 is poised to deliver an 
unforgettable showcase while 
further solidifying the coun-
try’s place on the global MMA  
map. 



Golden season 
takes shape
TDT | Manama

The Rashid Equestrian 
and Horseracing Club 

(REHC) has announced a 
new race for this year’s Bah-
rain International Trophy 
meeting, as part of a season 
marking the club’s 50th an-
niversary.

The Bahrain Long Distance 
Cup, an open handicap run 
over 14 furlongs (2,800m), will 
be staged for the first time on 
the Trophy card, with organis-
ers aiming to draw strong stay-
ing horses from international 
stables. Its introduction means 
the meeting will feature two 
international races for the first 
time.

The race forms part of the 
eighth edition of the Bahrain 
International Trophy, set for 
Friday, 13 November 2026, 
which follows the Trophy’s 
promotion to Group 1 status, 
the first such race held in 
Bahrain.

The expanded card comes 
as REHC marks its Golden 
Jubilee, celebrating 50 years 
since its founding in 1977. 
The club credited the contin-
ued support of His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khal-
ifa and His Royal Highness 
Prince Salman bin Hamad 
Al Khalifa, the Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister, along-
side the leadership of High 

Committee Chairman His 
Highness Shaikh Isa bin Sal-
man bin Hamad Al Khalifa, 
for the sport’s growth in the 
kingdom.

Acting Chief Executive 
Officer Yusuf Osama Bu-
hiji said the anniversary 
season would build on the 
club’s achievements through 
stronger organisational and 
competitive standards for lo-
cal and international racing.

REHC also confirmed its 
2026/27 calendar, compris-
ing 30 meetings starting 30 
October 2026 and conclud-
ing 16 April 2027. Highlights 
include the Crown Prince’s 
Cup Festival on 28-29 Janu-
ary and the King’s Cup Fes-
tival on 4-5 March.

The Bahrain Turf Series 
will expand from 12 to 14 
races with a new mile divi-
sion, while the Future Stars 
Series returns for a third edi-
tion supporting locally bred 
horses.

Yusuf Osama Buhiji 
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Tuchel defensive headache as England ready for DR Congo clash
AFP | Atlanta

Harry Kane and Jude Bell-
ingham produced the mag-

ic to carry England through to 
the World Cup knockout stag-
es, but questions remain over 
the balance of Thomas Tuchel’s 
squad. 

The Three Lions face DR Con-
go tonight in what they hope will 
be the first of five games leading 
to glory.

England are heavy favourites 
for the clash in Atlanta, but face 
a tough road to the final that 
could include facing Mexico on 
home soil, Brazil and Argentina 
if they are to end a 60-year wait 
to win a major tournament.

Former Paris Saint-Germain, 
Chelsea and Bayern Munich 
boss Tuchel was recruited by 
the English FA to get a team that 
has lost the past two finals of the 
European Championship over 
the line.

Evidence from the group stag-
es has left many unconvinced 
that England have progressed 
from where they were under 
Tuchel’s predecessor, Gareth 
Southgate.

The German was praised for 
his attacking substitutions in a 
thrilling 4-2 win over Croatia in 
England’s opening game at the 
2026 tournament.

But a dull 0-0 stalemate with 

Ghana followed and England 
needed moments of inspiration 
from Bellingham and Kane to 
break down a stubborn Panama 
in an unconvincing 2-0 victory 
as they topped their group.

“Huge impact,” said Tuchel 
of the influence of Bellingham 
and Kane, who have five goals 
between them.

“That’s what we need. That’s 
what we want. That’s why we 
pick them. They make us dan-
gerous. They make us a top team 
and that’s why our expectations 
are high.”

Coming into the tournament, 
there were doubts over wheth-
er Bellingham would even be 
a certain starter following an 
injury-hit season at Real Madrid.

And there have been tensions 
between player and manager.

A year ago the England boss 
said even his own mother found 
some of Bellingham’s antics “re-
pulsive”, though he subsequent-
ly apologised for that remark.

Already in his fourth major 
tournament at just 22, Belling-
ham has silenced any debate 
over whether he or Aston Vil-
la’s Morgan Rogers should start 
behind Kane after catching the 
eye in the United States.

“He’s in a sweet spot after 
his injury, he is free again,” said 
Tuchel. “He loves to play on this 

kind of stage.”
- Right-back a problem po-

sition -
Whether the England boss can 

conjure the best out of the rest 
of his squad remains uncertain.

The decision to leave the 
creative talents of Cole Palmer, 
Phil Foden and Morgan Gibbs-

White at home has been fur-
ther questioned after England’s 
struggles against deep-lying  
defences.

Even more puzzling has been 
Tuchel’s approach at right-back, 
which now appears a problem 
position.

The head coach decided 

against calling up another spe-
cialist when Tino Livramento 
was injured before England’s 
first game.

The injury-prone Reece James 
is expected to miss the Congo 
clash with a hamstring strain.

Jarell Quansah, a centre-back 
by trade, started at right-back 
against Panama, but also had 
to be replaced due to an ankle 
twist.

Djed Spence looks likely to 
deputise in the position on 
Wednesday but the injury trou-
bles have brought Tuchel’s de-
cision to overlook Real Madrid’s 
Trent Alexander-Arnold into 
sharp focus.

The former Liverpool defend-
er did not even get the call when 
Livramento was forced to with-
draw, with Trevoh Chalobah 
called up instead -- bringing the 

number of centre-backs in the 
squad to six.

In midfield, a concern over 
Declan Rice has exposed a lack 
of midfield options.

Jordan Henderson, 36, is un-
derstood to be in the squad for 
his leadership qualities, but it 
meant there was no place for 
Crystal Palace’s Adam Wharton 
after an impressive season.

Tuchel knows if things do not 
come good in the coming weeks, 
an avalanche of criticism is com-
ing his way.

“We believe we will get better, 
and we will... it is no problem 
putting the work in and growing 
into a tournament like this,” said 
the German.

“It is important now that we 
keep believing, focusing on what 
we can influence and every game 
will be different.”

England’s German head coach Thomas Tuchel and forward #11 Marcus Rashford 
talk during the hydration break

W o r l d  C u p  S c h e d u l e  ( R o u n d  o f  3 2 )
Today
Time Match Venue

07:00 PM England vs DR Congo Atlanta Stadium

11:00 PM Belgium vs Senegal Seattle Stadium

Tomorrow

03:00 AM USA vs Bosnia and Herzegovina San Francisco Bay Area Stadium

10:00 PM Spain vs Austria Los Angeles Stadium

(All games in Bahrain time)

Haaland scores winner to send 
Norway into last-16 Brazil clash

AFP | Arlington, United States

Erling Haaland scored a 
late winner as Norway 
set up a last-16 showdown 

with Brazil at the World Cup 
after taming the Ivory Coast 2-1 
in Texas on Tuesday.

The Manchester City striker 
prodded in from close range, the 
ball dribbling in on 86 minutes 
for his fifth goal of the tourna-
ment.

It was the first time Norway 
had won a knockout game in the 
history of the competition.

After an even first half that 
was slow to get going, Antonio 
Nusa fired Norway into the lead 
six minutes before the break 
with one of the goals of the tour-
nament.

Manchester United’s Amad 
Diallo was sent on for the Ivo-
ry Coast after an hour and was 
immediately in the thick of it, 
stopping a certain second Nor-
way goal and then grabbing a 

terrific equaliser on 74 minutes.
With extra time looming, 

predator supreme Haaland got 
on the end of a cross by Patrick 
Berg to make some Norwegian 
history.

They face five-time champi-
ons Brazil on Sunday in New 
Jersey with the quarter-finals 
at stake.

A match between two phys-
ical teams was tepid to begin 
with at the impressive air-con-
ditioned home of the Dallas 
Cowboys.

Ivory Coast had a sight of 
goal after 20 minutes, defender 
Ghislain Konan burst into the 
Norway box from the left but 
found the side netting.

The Ivory Coast players and 
fans were irate just before the 
drinks break when the livewire 
Yan Diomande was brought 
down on the break just inside 
his own half.

Referee Jesus Valenzuela 
surprisingly did not even book 
defender David Moller Wolfe.

The 19-year-old winger Di-
omande, who appears set 
to join European champions 
Paris Saint-Germain from RB 
Leipzig, was growing into the  
game.

The African side, one of the 
youngest at the tournament, was 
on top and particularly threat-
ening down Diomande’s left-
hand side of the pitch.

Haaland had little to feed on 
but might have done better with 
a tame header that bounced into 
the hands of goalkeeper Yahia 
Fofana.

Then came a moment of genu-
ine class as Nusa, fed by captain 
Martin Odegaard, cut inside and 
bent the ball wonderfully into 
the top corner.

Odegaard put his hands on his 
head in disbelief at the strike 
by the 21-year-old, Diomande’s 
Leipzig team-mate.

Stale Solbakken’s Norway fin-
ished the first half on the hunt 
for a second and Haaland was 
denied by a last-gasp block by 

Ibrahim Sangare, who celebrat-
ed as if scoring a goal.

The Ivory Coast, into the 
knockout rounds for the first 
time, won their 10th corner to 
start the second half.

Nicolas Pepe was denied by 
the legs of Norway stopper Or-
jan Nyland as the Ivory Coast 
piled on the pressure.

Norway, runners-up to France 
in the group stage, were inches 
away from a second when Diallo 
blocked the ball on the goal line 
following a corner.

The Norway fans, sensing 
the next round was close, be-
gan their now-famous rowing 
in the stands.

Almost as  soon as they 
stopped, Diallo danced into the 
box past two challenges for a 
spectacular equalizer.

Then up popped Haaland 
to break Ivorian hearts, with 
goalkeeper Nyland pulling off 
a flying stop from Diallo’s well-
struck free kick at the death to 
send Norway through.

Norway’s forward #09 Erling Braut Haaland (C) celebrates with teammates after scoring his team’s second goal. 
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