
BEING DEEPLY LOVED BY SOMEONE 
GIVES YOU STRENGTH, WHILE 
LOVING SOMEONE DEEPLY GIVES 
YOU COURAGE
 LAO TZU
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1690 1858 1863 1916 TODAY 
IN 

HISTORY
Army of Protestant King William III 
of England defeats deposed Roman 
Catholic King James II in the Battle 
of the Boyne at Oldbridge, Ireland

Joint reading of Charles Darwin and 
Alfred Russel Wallace’s papers on 

evolution to the Linnean Society ren-
ders audience awestruck and silent

Battle of Gettysburg begins in Pennsyl-
vania, Union forces halt Confederate 
General Robert E. Lee’s Army of North-
ern Virginia

First day of the Battle of 
the Somme in World War I: 

The British Army suffers its 
worst day, losing 19,240 men
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It’s a matter of im-
mense pride that Bud-

dhist relics from India 
have got much respect 
in Vietnam

@narendramodi

Europe choses sci-
ence…and beauty! 

I cannot wait to see the 
new @EU_ScienceHub

 HQ get off the ground. 
It will be guided by the 

principles of the New Eu-
ropean Bauhaus. Blend-
ing innovation, sustaina-
bility and aesthetics ↓

@vonderleyen

Calls in Iran for the 
arrest and execution 

of IAEA Director Gener-
al Grossi are unaccept-
able and should be con-
demned. We support the 
lAEA’s critical verification 
and monitoring efforts in 
Iran and commend the 
Director General and the 
lAEA for their dedication 
and professionalism.

@SecRubio

António Guterres@
antonioguterres1h

The Sevilla Platform 
for Action, which 

was launched at #FFD4 
today, offers an ambi-
tious response to the 
global development cri-
sis. It provides a spring-
board toward a more 
just, inclusive & sustain-
able world. And it proves 
that progress is possible 
if we work together.

@antonioguterres

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stance)
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News in brief 
 u A powerful explosion at 
an Indian chemical factory killed at 
least 12 people and injured several 
others on Monday, turning chunks of 
the building into rubble, a fire officer 
said. “We have recovered 12 bodies so 
far,” said B Nagehswara Rao, district 
fire official at the site of the blast 
in Sangareddy in India’s southern 
Telangana state. “We are searching through 
the debris for more bodies.” Footage on 
Indian television showed plumes of black 
smoke soaring into the sky. Telangana Chief 
Minister Revanth Reddy said that the “death 
of several people has caused great distress”.

u The United 
States said Monday 
it was revoking visas 
for the British punk-rap 

group Bob Vylan, which led a chant at the Glastonbury festival calling for death 
to the Israeli military. Deputy Secretary of State Christopher Landau said that 
the United States has “revoked the US visas for the members of the Bob Vylan 
band in light of their hateful tirade at Glastonbury, including leading the crowd 
in death chants.” “Foreigners who glorify violence and hatred are not welcome 
visitors to our country,” he posted on X. President Donald Trump’s administration 
has aggressively revoked visas, mostly of students, over anti-Israel activism. Bob 
Vylan, a London-based duo combining punk riffs and hip-hop delivery whose 
lyricism often tackles racism, led a chant of “Death to the IDF,” the initials of the 
Israel Defense Forces, at the celebrated music festival.

u Iran’s judiciary said at least 935 people were killed in the country 
during its 12-day war with Israel, state media reported yesterday, nearly a week 
since a ceasefire took hold. “During the 12-day war waged by the Zionist regime 
against our country, 935 martyrs have been identified so far,” the official IRNA 
news agency quoted judiciary spokesman Asghar 
Jahangir as saying. The death toll included 132 
women and 38 children, Jahangir said. He added that 
the death toll from an Israeli strike on Tehran’s Evin 
prison has risen to 79, and includes inmates, visiting 
relatives and administrative staff. 

u Germany’s defence minister said 
yesterday the country would send navy ships 
to patrol Arctic waters, citing the threat from a 
Russian military build-up in the region. “Maritime 

threats are mounting... To name but a few, Russia is militarising the Arctic,” 
Defence Minister Boris Pistorius told a press conference. “We are seeing an 
increasing activity of Russian submarines operating in that area,” the minister 
added, speaking alongside his Danish counterpart, Troels Lund Poulsen. 
Therefore, “as early as this year, Germany will show its presence in the North 
Atlantic and the Arctic,” Pistorius said.

US to revoke visas for Glastonbury 
band over anti-Israel chant

Iran judiciary 
says over 900 
killed during 12-day 

war with Israel

German navy 
to patrol the Arctic

India chemical 
factory blast kills at 

least 12

As of June 2025, the Gaza 
war — which began after Ha-
mas’s October 7, 2023 attack 
on Israel — has lasted over 
20 months, making it the 

longest continuous military 
campaign in Israel’s history.

KNOW WHAT

Under a 2015 deal, Iran was 
allowed to enrich uranium 
below 3.67% purity for fuel 

for commercial nuclear pow-
er plants. Trump abandoned 
the agreement in 2018 and 

Iran responded by producing 
uranium enriched to 60% 

-- above levels for civilian us-
age but still below weapons 

grade.

KNOW WHAT

Israel opposition chief 
calls for end to Gaza war

Nearly two-thirds of Israelis now supporting an end to the war

• Pressure is 
mounting on Prime 
Minister Netanyahu

• Public sentiment 
is shifting

• killed over 56,500 
people in Gaza and 
left 49 hostages still 
held by Hamas.

AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israeli opposition leader Yair 
Lapid yesterday urged an 
end to more than 20 months 

of war in Gaza, as Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu faces 
mounting calls to halt the fighting.

Following the swift conclusion 
of Israel’s war against Iran with a 
ceasefire last week, foreign lead-
ers such as US President Don-
ald Trump as well as Israeli ex-

prime minister Naftali Bennett 
have pressed Netanyahu to find a 
similar off-ramp in the fight with 
Hamas.

“There is no longer any ben-
efit for the State of Israel from 
continuing the war in Gaza. Only 
damage on the security, political 
and economic level,” Lapid told 
a meeting of lawmakers from his 
parliamentary group.

“This is also the position of the 
army,” he added.

“Chief of Staff Eyal Zamir ap-
peared before the cabinet yes-
terday and said that the political 
echelon needs to decide on the 
next objective. The meaning of 
this sentence is, the army has no 
more objectives in Gaza.”

The war in Gaza was triggered 
by Hamas’s unprecedented at-
tack on Israel on October 7, 2023, 
which resulted in the deaths of 
1,219 people, mostly civilians, ac-
cording to an AFP tally based on 
Israeli official figures.

Israel has vowed to destroy 
the Islamist movement, but after 

more than a year and a half of 
devastating war, Hamas is still 
hanging on in the Gaza Strip.

“Hamas will not be eliminated 
as long as an alternative govern-
ment is not brought into Gaza,” 
Lapid said, suggesting enlisting 
the help of Egypt and other Arab 
countries.

A public opinion poll published 
the day after Tuesday’s ceasefire 
with Iran by public broadcast-
er Kan showed that nearly two-
thirds of respondents wanted the 
Gaza war to end.

Following the Iran ceasefire, 
Israel’s army chief said the mil-
itary’s focus would shift back to 
Gaza.

Netanyahu said Sunday that the 
successful Iran campaign had cre-
ated “opportunities”, including 
for freeing the hostages.

“Of course, we will also have 
to solve the Gaza issue, to defeat 
Hamas, but I estimate that we will 
achieve both goals,” he added.

Hamas seized 251 hostages dur-
ing attack on Israel on October 

7, 2023. Of these, 49 are still be-
lieved to be held in Gaza, includ-
ing 27 the Israeli military says 
are dead.

Israel’s retaliatory campaign 
has killed at least 56,531 people 
in Gaza, also mostly civilians, ac-
cording to the Hamas-run terri-
tory’s health ministry. The United 
Nations considers these figures to 
be reliable.

Palestinian children line up to receive a hot meal at a food distribution point in Nuseirat A Palestinian woman holds a malnourished child at Al-Awda hospital

Tel Aviv eyes peace accords with Syria, Lebanon
AFP | Jerusalem, Undefined

Israel said yesterday it is “in-
terested” in striking peace 

agreements with neighbouring 
Lebanon and Syria, a poten-
tially historic shift in the re-
gion after decades of war and  
animosity.

With Syria under new leader-
ship after the fall of longtime ruler 
Bashar al-Assad and Lebanon’s 
Iran-backed Hezbollah move-
ment weakened, Israeli Foreign 

Minister Gideon Saar told jour-
nalists his government wanted 
more normalisation agreements 
with Arab countries.

“Israel is interested in expand-
ing the Abraham Accords circle 
of peace and normalisation,” Saar 
said of the US-brokered deals that 
Israel signed with the United Arab 
Emirates, Bahrain and Morocco in 
2020, during US President Donald 
Trump’s first term.

“We have an interest in add-
ing countries such as Syria and 

Lebanon, our neighbours -- to 
the circle of peace and normal-
isation while safeguarding Is-
rael’s essential and security in-
terests,” Saar told a news con-
ference in Jerusalem alongside 
his Austrian counterpart Beate  
Meinl-Reisinger.

Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu said Thursday 
that Israel’s recent “victory” in 
a 12-day war against Iran “opens 
the path to dramatically enlarge 
the peace accords”.Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon Saar

Trump says not offering Iran 
'anything', nor speaking to them

AFP | Washington, United States

US  P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump said yesterday he 
was not offering Iran an-

ything nor talking to it "since we 
totally obliterated" the country's 
nuclear facilities.

"I am not offering Iran ANY-
THING, unlike Obama," Trump 
wrote on his Truth Social plat-
form.

"Nor am I even talking to them 
since we totally OBLITERATED 
their Nuclear Facilities."

The statement comes as Iran's 
deputy foreign minister told the 
BBC that talks between Wash-
ington and Tehran cannot re-
sume unless the US rules out 
further strikes on Iran.

Majid Takht-Ravanchi told 
the British broadcaster that the 
US had signalled it wants to re-
turn to the negotiating table, a 
week after it struck three Irani-
an nuclear facilities.

"We have not agreed to any 
date, we have not agreed to the 
modality," said Takht-Ravanchi.

"Right now we are seeking an 
answer to this question. Are we 
going to see a repetition of an 
act of aggression while we are 
engaging in dialogue?"

The US needs to be "quite clear 
on this very important ques-
tion", he said.

The two countries were in 
talks over Tehran's nuclear pro-

gramme when Israel hit Iranian 
nuclear sites and military in-
frastructure this month, with 
the US joining by bombing three 
nuclear sites -- Fordo, Natanz 
and Isfahan -- on June 21.

The deputy minister revealed 
to the BBC that the US had sig-
nalled it did "not want to engage 
in regime change" by targeting 
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei.

Takht-Ravanchi also said Iran 

should still be allowed to enrich 
uranium.

"The level of that can be 
discussed, the capacity can be 
discussed, but to say that you 
should not have enrichment, you 
should have zero enrichment, 
and if you do not agree, we will 
bomb you, that is the law of the 
jungle," he said.

Israel claims that Iran's nu-
clear programme is close to pro-
ducing a bomb, whereas Tehran 

says it is for peaceful purposes.
It is not clear yet how much 

damage the strikes inflicted on 
Iran's nuclear facilities, which 
Trump has said were "totally 
obliterated". UN nuclear watch-
dog chief Rafael Grossi said Iran 
would probably be able to begin 
to produce enriched uranium "in 
a matter of months".

Takht-Ravanchi said he did 
not know how long it would 
take.

People sit next to remains of an Iranian missile that fell at the settlement of Neria near Ramallah, in the occupied West Bank

Snakes on a plane 
bound for India, again

New Delhi, India

Indian customs officers in 
Mumbai said they have 

stopped a plane passenger ar-
riving from Thailand with a 
wriggling cargo of live snakes, 
the third such seizure this 
month.

“Customs officers... foiled 
yet another wildlife smuggling 
attempt, 16 live snakes... seized 
from passenger returning from 
Thailand,” said customs of-
ficers in the airport in the In-
dian financial hub.

The passenger, who arrived 
on Sunday, has been arrested, 
the customs agency said in a 
statement, with “further inves-
tigation underway”.

The live snakes included rep-
tiles often sold in the pet trade, 
and were largely non-venom-

ous, or with venom too weak 
to affect people.

They included garter snakes, 
a rhino rat snake and a Kenyan 
sand boa, among others.

In early June, customs of-
ficers stopped a passenger 
smuggling dozens of venom-
ous vipers, also arriving from 
Thailand. Days later, officers 
stopped another traveller 
carrying 100 creatures in-
cluding lizards, sunbirds and 
tree-climbing possums.

Wildlife trade monitor TRAF-
FIC, which battles the smug-
gling of wild animals and 
plants, has warned of a “very 
troubling” trend in trafficking 
driven by the exotic pet trade.

More than 7,000 animals, 
dead and alive, have been 
seized along the Thailand-In-
dia air route in the last 3.5 
years, it said.

India’s Shubhanshu Shukla working on 
experiment to power Gaganyaan Mission

• Microalgae are 
potentially useful 
organisms for future 
spaceflight

• It could be used as 
foods, fuel, or even in 
life support systems

• The Axiom 
crew also collected 
data for the Neuro 
Motion VR project

TDT | agencies

India’s first astronaut on the 
International Space Station, 

Group Captain Shubhanshu 
Shukla, is working on the space 
microalgae experiment sent by 
the Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO).

Shux deployed sample bags 
and captured images of the algae 

strains. These tiny organisms 
could play a big role in the future 
of space exploration, offering a 
sustainable, nutrient-rich food 
source for long-duration mis-
sions.

Microalgae are potential-
ly useful organisms for future 

spaceflight that could be used 
as foods, fuel, or even in life 
support systems. In this ex-
periment, three strains of mi-
croalgae will be grown, and the 
impact of microgravity on the 
growth, metabolism, and genetic 
activity will be investigated ver-

sus algae grown on the ground.
The results could provide Isro 

with new options to develop the 
critically needed life support 
system for the Gaganyaan Mis-
sion, the Indian human space-
flight mission.

The Axiom crew, meanwhile, 
also collected data for the Neu-
ro Motion VR project, where 
astronauts don VR headsets 
and perform attention-based 
tasks while their brain activity 
is monitored using function-
al near-infrared spectroscopy 
(fNIRS). This research explores 
how microgravity affects cogni-
tive and motor functions, which 
could provide valuable insight 
for future deep space missions.

Mission Commander Peg-
gy Whitson is working on the 
Cancer in LEO investigation by 
capturing imaging samples that 
could unlock new insights into 
how cancer behaves under the 
unique stressors of microgravity. 
She also turned her lens toward 
creativity, photographing stu-
dent hardware, science experi-

ments, and artwork for the Saudi 
Space Agency’s Microgravity 
Challenge.

Ahead of conducting the ex-
periment, Shux spoke to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi from 
the ISS and said that he was safe 
and doing fine aboard the Space 
Station, calling it a “whole new 
experience”. He also said he was 
extremely glad to represent In-
dia in space.

Shukla was launched on a 
SpaceX Dragon spacecraft from 
NASA’s Kennedy Space Centre 
in Florida to the Space Station 
on Wednesday. The spacecraft 
completed a 28-hour journey 
before executing a flawless 
docking manoeuvre at the ISS’s 
Harmony module.

He is joined by mission com-
mander Peggy Whitson of the 
US, and mission specialists Sa-
wosz Uznanski of Poland and 
Tibor Kapu of Hungary.

Shukla told PM Modi that he 
saw Earth as a complete planet 
with no borders visible and “it is 
our home”.

Ax-4 Pilot Shubhanshu Shukla and Mission Specialist Tibor Kapu enjoys views of 
Earth from the cupola.
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