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MAITHA SABAH

For a word that strikes such 
fear in the heart, no one 
seems quite able to define 

exactly what terrorism is, let 
alone how to deal with it. The 
word has its roots in the bloody 
reign of terror wielded by Max-
imilien Robespierre in late 18th 
century France and describes the 
fear imposed by his Jacobin re-
gime. It was several more years 
before the word terrorism made 
its way into the Oxford English 
Dictionary as “the unlawful use 
of violence and intimidation, es-
pecially against civilians, in the 
pursuit of political aims” but it 
has had many different interpre-
tations since then. Even the UN 
has not been able to come up with 
a satisfactory definition of ter-
rorism, despite decades of trying 
to do so.

To better understand how to 
counter terrorism with derad-
icalisation and rehabilitation, 
therefore, one must understand 
the difference between other 
kinds of criminals and terrorists. 
A criminal uses fear on his or her 
victim to achieve an end goal; 
a terrorist aims to spread fear 
far beyond those affected as a 
means of propaganda, to engen-
der support and to recruit new 
members. The repercussions of 
terrorism are often far greater, 
which means we cannot simply 
deal with terrorists as we do oth-
er criminals.

Criminology contains clear 
definitions of criminal acts, to-
gether with a suitable punish-

ment for each. However, this is 
not the case when it comes to ter-
rorism, which has evolved over 
time as terrorists develop new 
tactics. In Bruce Hoffman’s book 
Defining Terrorism, the author 
– a senior fellow for counter-
terrorism and homeland secu-
rity at the Council on Foreign 
Relations think tank – clearly 
demonstrates the way terrorist 
strategies, motives, interest and 
methods change over time, mak-

ing it difficult to narrow down a 
singular definition of terrorism 
or a sole route into it.

We can see three reasons why 
individuals become radicalised 
or involved in political violence: 
ideology, opportunity and psy-
chology. Opportunity-related 
reasons are hard to separate from 
ideological and psychological 
ones. The ideological reasoning 
suggests terrorists are rational 
actors who engage in political vi-

olence for social reasons, a sense 
of belonging or money, among 
others. The psychological trigger 
implies individuals with personal 
or political grievances view vio-
lent groups as an opportunity to 
express their frustrations.

John Horgan, a psychologist 
and academic professor who has 
studied the psychology behind 
terrorism, states that most strat-
egies for counterterrorism de-
pend on assumptions related to 
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In an interconnected world 
within the information age, 
it is almost impossible to stop 

any innovative idea from rising 
around the globe. Wherever you 
block it, there will be other way 
for it. In his “The Open Society 
and Its Enemies”, one of the Mod-
ern Library Board’s 100 best non-
fiction books of the 20th century, 
the well-known philosopher Karl 
Popper defends the necessity of 
dynamic civil life in front of static 
systems of law or religion which 
function like a closed mind. 

Present-day knowledge econ-
omy is based on openness, and 
the information technology (IT) 
sector plays a central role in the 
coming global transformation. 
For example, in the United States 
(US), which is considered as the 
world’s largest or second largest 
economy, all of the 10 heaviest eq-
uity securities in NASDAQ-100 list 
are IT-only companies excluding 
PepsiCo. 

In that context, in order to 
continue leading global markets 
they have to maintain a healthy 
business ecosystem that secures 
high competitiveness rankings. 
We never move forward if we de-
stroy the great liberal principles 
of the founding fathers, so you 
should have some foundations to 
build upon and develop progres-

sively. Senator Bernie Sanders, 
the longest-serving independ-
ent congressman in US history, 
says: “Capitalism does a number 
of things very well: it helps cre-
ate an entrepreneurial spirit; it 
gets people motivated to come 
up with new ideas, and that is a 
good thing.”

As an active member of Google 
Developers Group in Manama, I 
have received an invitation from 
Google to attend their annual in-
ternational conference on the 7th 
of May 2019, which will be held at 
the heart of the Silicon Valley. Af-
ter getting my invitation, I went 
to the web to learn more about 
the area. It is a famous global 
economic center for technology 
and innovation, which covers all 
San Jose–Sunnyvale–Santa Clara 
metropolitan area in US state of 
California. 

According to the Brookings 
Institution, this area has the 
world third highest gross do-
mestic product (GDP) per capi-
ta, after Zurich and Oslo in the 
EU. The term “Silicon” refers to 
the main material used in elec-
tronic microchip manufacturing. 
The Silicon Valley is located in a 
multicultural metropolitan area 
with many demographic features 
such as their unique diversity in-
cluding large Chinese and Indian 
communities, so it is a transpar-
ent elastic society like its Silicon 
substance.

Again, we live within an in-
formation age where you cannot 
stop knowledge sharing around 
the globe. Nowadays, we have 
many new valleys such as “Sil-

icon Roundabout” area in East 
London. Furthermore, the French 
“Staten F” in Paris is currently 
considered as the world’s largest 
tech incubator, while Germany 
has more than 2,500 startups 
around its “Silicon Allee” neigh-
borhood in Berlin. I think the EU 
countries will gain much greater 
influence in near future, espe-
cially because they protect their 
“four freedoms” to guarantee the 
free movement of labour, capital, 
goods and services. 

The Indian subcontinent has 
its own story in Bangalore, the 

so-called Silicon Valley of India. 
Russian Federation also has its 
milestones in that field. Howev-
er, the biggest competitor to the 
Silicon Valley currently in my 
opinion is the People’s Republic 
of China. First of all, the Chinese 
population is the largest interna-
tionally. Moreover, they have the 
world’s highest GDP based on pur-
chasing power parity according 
to International Monetary Fund 
estimates, so we can consider it 
as the world’s largest economy. 
In Beijing municipality, Zhonggu-
ancun is a high-tech area, which 

often referred to as China’s Silicon 
Valley with over 12,000 compa-
nies including global names like 
Lenovo who purchased the Amer-
ican IBM’s PC division with $1.75 
billion in 2005. 

Heading south to Guangdong 
province near Hong Kong we will 
find Shenzhen city, another Chi-
na’s Silicon Valley described by 
The Economist magazine as “a 
hothouse of innovation” and it is a 
home to IT giants such as Huawei 
Technologies who has its Mid-
dle East headquarters in Bahrain. 
Recently, the Chinese technology 
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If President Trump 
designates the Mus-

lim Brotherhood as a ter-
rorist org, it will be the 
biggest hit to the global 
Islamist movement. MB 
has the most organized 
network of institutions, 
politicians & banks. This 
will shake their empire. 
Do it. Asap.

@Imamofpeace

If the Democrats don’t 
give us the votes to 

change our weak, inef-
fective and dangerous 
Immigration Laws, we 
must fight hard for these 
votes in the 2020 Elec-
tion!

@realDonaldTrump

Our military alliance 
a c c o m p l i s h e d  a 

great deal in destroying 
the caliphate, but ISIS 
is evolving into a global 
threat without a territory. 
We must deal with this 
new danger strategically 
and combat not only the 
fighters, but the ideology.

@SenAngusKing

On designating Mus-
lim Brotherhood as a 

terrorist group, @Press-
Sec says: “The President 
has consulted with his 
national security team 
and leaders in the region 
who share his concern, 
and this designation is 
working its way through 
the internal process.”

@W7VOA

 Disclaimer: (Views expressed 
by columnists are personal and 
need not necessarily reflect our 

editorial stances)

terrorist profiling. Radicalisation 
can take the form of an ideology, 
or behaviour, or both. To devel-
op better deradicalisation tech-
niques, counterterrorism units 
should take those three principal 
causes for indoctrination and use 
them to change the narrative.

As far as ideology is concerned, 
deradicalisation efforts should 
provide a counter-narrative to 
reshape the ideology through ed-
ucation and vocational training. 

According to Mr Braddock and 
Mr Horgan, a terrorist ideology 
is a set of beliefs that convinces 
members and guides their actions. 
Education means, as Mr Horgan 
states, not simply “an attempt to 
help an individual reinterpret ha-
dith”, for example. That is “far less 
important than understanding the 
meaning of their involvement, the 
factors that mobilised them into 
action in the first place, and what 
led to their disengagement”.

On psychology, detainees might 
experience or witness violence in 
a different way from most peo-
ple. But it is important to create a 
safe space for subjects to express 
their emotions. At the Institute 
for Multicultural Development 
in the Netherlands, where youth 
programmes have been created 
to prevent radicalisation and re-
cruitment into terrorist groups, 
participants are encouraged to ex-
press grievances with no restric-
tion or fear of retribution. The 

programme focuses mainly on 
neighbourhoods in Dutch society 
with high levels of unemployment 
and a mixed population, which 
could be fertile breeding ground 
for recruitment.

Then there is opportunity. Af-
ter detainees are released from 
prison, they might feel rejected 
by society. This can increase their 
sense of alienation and lead to 
them getting involved in terror-
ist activities again after their re-
lease as they search for identity 
and acceptance, and aim to boost 
their self-esteem and sense of be-
longing. Prison terms should be 
followed by reintegration pro-
grammes to ensure an effective 
transition back into civic life, with 
opportunities to obtain housing 
and a steady income.

Efforts to deradicalise and reha-
bilitate terrorists after detention 
should focus on using the very 
mechanisms used to recruit them 
in the first place. Targeting a per-
son’s state of mind and emotions 
to counter radicalisation as well 
as offering opportunities to rein-
tegrate into society are effective 
tools. It is critical to assess each 
person individually, as well as ex-
amine their route into radicali-
sation. Taking those three main 
elements – ideology, psychology 
and opportunity – into consider-
ation should help develop much 
better deradicalisation techniques 
but just as terrorist recruitment 
mechanisms evolve, we should be 
constantly alert to an ever-chang-
ing threat. 

(Maitha Sabah is a presenter for Sky 
News Arabia.)

1993
Dingiri Banda Wijetunga became 
president of Sri Lanka automati-
cally after killing of R Premadasa 
in LTTE bomb explosion

1994
Three-time Formula One world 
champion Ayrton Senna is killed in 
an accident whilst leading the San 
Marino Grand Prix at Imola.

1995
Croatian War of Independence: 
Croatian forces launch Operation 
Flash.

1999
The body of British climber 
George Mallory is found on 
Mount Everest, 75 years after his 
disappearance in 1924.
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Wide Angle

Only after 23 May will the world know if India’s 
Prime Minister Modi will continue in that 
position.

Some say, his Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) will defi-
nitely win again. Some say it won’t.

But we must wait till May 23 to know the people’s 
verdict. And the verdict is not going to come easy.

After all, India is like no other country. It is large. It 
is complex. And it is unpredictable.

It is an amazing amalgamation of cultures and sub-
cultures, religions and sects, languages and dialects. 
And its eclectic populace range in diversity, from 
mountain tribes to desert clans, from rural poor to the 
urban elite, from experienced old to restless youth.

The sheer numbers can stagger us. The complexity 
is such that these elections, to the lower house of the 
Parliament, are being held in 7 phases, over 40 days!

On Monday, 29 April, Phase-4 got completed. Three 
more phases are yet to go.

If I say there are 900 million registered voters, in all, 
it may not mean much.  But, what if I say that it is equal 
to the entire populations of USA, UK, and the European 
Union, put together?

If I say that 11 million government employees are 
overseeing the elections, it may not mean much. But 
what if I say that it is like all the population of Cuba? 
Or Greece? Or Tunisia?

Just the number - of election offi-
cials - is more than that of the pop-
ulations of countries like Portugal, 
Sweden, Jordan, UAE or Ireland, 
individually.

These 900 million voters are se-
lecting from over 8,000 candidates, 
who belong to 2,293 regional and 
national parties, for 543 seats (Out 
of the full 545 seats, 2 are nominated 
seats).

No other country in the world has 
elections of this astounding scale 
and magnitude, like India. While 
China is a bit larger, in population 
size, it has no electoral process of 

this type.
Okay. These are the numbers. But what is at stake, 

politically?
In 2014, BJP had swept the polls with a massive man-

date while the earlier coalition government led by the 
Indian National Congress (INC) party was defeated.

Congress was then mired in corruption charges and 
was being criticised for its party’s dynastic leadership. 
Its two-term Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, a 
soft-spoken but a path-breaking economist who had 
liberalised India’s economy, was criticised for not 
taking bold decisions.

He was accused of being glaringly silent while taking 
directions from his then party Chief Sonia Gandhi.

BJP, with 268 seats out of 545 seats, now has a 51.5 
per cent control on the legislature. If it increases its 
control to 66 per cent, in these elections, it can even 
alter the constitution.  

Many BJP leaders had in fact openly touted they 
would win, and take away the word ‘secular’ from it.

BJP, which draws on the ideology of Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a right-wing, conservative 
Hindu nationalist non-political party - did very little 
to alleviate the fears of Muslims, Christians and some 
other minorities, who believe that the secular fabric 
of India must be preserved.

Rahul Gandhi, the leader of the Congress Party and 
the main challenger to Modi, has been running a fierce 
campaign – despite being ridiculed for his many mis-
takes, in numbers, and despite being accused of even 
having British citizenship under another name.

He says BJP has been corrupt in its defence deals, 
incompetent in tackling unemployment, deviant in 
manipulating independent institutions, and arrogant 
in suppressing the truth in the media, when the truth 
was against it.

Many other parties have joined hands with Congress 
vowing to not let Modi win. But, will they succeed? 
Will it be BJP again, or a coalition?

That is a question we can answer, only on May 23.

JOEL INDRUPATI

No other 
country in 

the world has 
elections of this 

astounding 
scale and 

magnitude, like 
India. 

The importance of  
Indian elections 2019

group Wonder News announced 
the launch of its main interna-
tional headquarters in Bahrain 
on the sidelines of the 30 years 
celebration of diplomatic relations 
between the two countries, and 
they will invest $50 million in our 
small market. Nevertheless, the 
American IT giant Amazon also 
chose Manama to host its first 
regional data center, which puts 
Bahrain on the heart of knowledge 
economy to attract more foreign 
investments and tech-savvy work-
ers.

I see many promising horizons 

in our little island at the middle 
of the Middle East to make it a 
global high-tech portal for MENA 
region. To satisfy my curiosity in 
global economy and culture, I have 
studied an elementary course in 
Chinese language by Confucius 
Institute at the University of Bah-
rain. The centre was opened after 
a visit by His Majesty King Hamad 
Bin Isa Al Khalifa to China, so they 
provide Bahrain with a good foun-
dation for cultural understanding 
with opportunities for studying 
and doing business also. 

A friend of mine, who visited 
China through an educational pro-
gramme sponsored by Huawei 
Technologies, said it was an amaz-
ing trip, the society is open-mind-
ed and all procedures are smooth 
and straightforward without any 
doubts or xenophobia issues there. 
He visited the Great Wall of Chi-
na, which was one of the seven 
wonders of the ancient world, but 
Chinese people understand it cur-

rently as a historical landmark and 
they no longer maintain any real 
walls to isolate themselves from 
other countries. 

Comparing that journey to my 
experience after a long process to 
get a US visa, I have completed an 
additional paper called “DS-5535” 
around six weeks ago. According 
to NAFSA website, the new form 
has been announced in 2017 by the 
administration of Mr. President 
Donald Trump to collect extensive 
information such as: travel history 
during the last fifteen years; social 
media platforms and identifiers 
used during the last five years; and 
phone numbers and email address-
es used during the last five years. 
I have found an article from the 
New York Times newspaper titled: 
“Who Needs a Border Wall When 
You Have DS-5535?.” The author 
had been waiting more than 13 
months to get a visa for his fiancée. 
For different reasons, there are 
several similar stories on the In-
ternet by business travellers from 
many countries around the world.

We have to deal with reality and 
learn lessons from different cir-
cumstances. Every country has 
its own regulations and legal pro-
cedures, so we must accept it. I 
hope all global powers keep their 
fair and open values to continue 
playing leading roles and to gain 
bigger economic relations with 
our country and every country, 
especially the US as a strategic ally 
to the Kingdom of Bahrain.

(Ahmed Almadhoob is an information 
technologist based in Manama. He can 

be reached at i@madhoob.com.)  

The ideological reasoning 
suggests terrorists are 

rational actors who engage 
in political violence for 

social reasons, a sense of 
belonging or money, among 

others.  
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accept it. 


